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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE present Volume comprises the Period from the Opening of the* 
Sixth Parliament of Great Britain in October 1722, to the 16th Day of 
Marcji 1733. The Materials have been principally collected from the 
following Works : 

1* The Journals of the House of Lords. 

2. The Journals of the House of Commons. 

3. The Political State of Europe, by Mr. A. Boyer. 

4. The Historical Register. 

5. Timberland's History and Proceedings of the House of Lords. 

6. Chandler's History and Proceedings of the House of Commons. 

7. The Gentleman's Magazine, which was commenced in January 

1731. 

8. The London Magazine, which was commenced in April 1732. 
!). Tindal's Continuation of Rapin's History of England* 

10. Mr. Coxe's Memoirs of the Life and Administration of Sir 

Robert Walpole ; together with the valuable Original Cor- 
respondence and Authentic Papers contained therein. And, 

11. His Memoirs of Horatio, Lord Walpole. 

July 6, 1811. 
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IX. REPORTS. ; 
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1723. Feb. 1. Of the Committee of the House of Commons, concerning tbieuj 

Project commonly called The Harburgh Lottery/' * ' } 
27. Of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to in- ~ 

quire into pretended Privileged Places, 88. • • i 

Mar. 1. Of the Committee of the House of Commons appoipted to cx*?{ 

amine Christopher Layer and others, touching the Conspi-^ 

racy, 95. w 
Apr. 23. Of the Committee of the House of Lords relating to the Con- ~ 

spiracy, 216. v ■** 

1724. Nov. 20. Of Precedents of Punishments for Breach of the Privileges of 

the House of Lords, 410. T * 

1729. Feb. 25. Of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the State, 
of the Gaols of this Kingdom, 706. Second Report, 731. * 
Third Report, 803. , 
Feb. 22. Of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to in- 
spect and settle the Fees to be taken by the Officers aJttd r L 
Servants of the House of Commons, 1002. f 

1782. Mar. 13. Of the Committee of the House of Commons respecting th^ f 
Fraudulent Sale of the late Earl of Derwentwater** Estate, ^ 
1026. j 

Apr. 18. Of the Committee of the House of Commons on the Fees of £ 
the Officers of the Court of Chancery, 1071. 

Apr. 20. Of the Committee of the House of Commons relating to the - 
Charitable Corporation, 1077. ^* 



X. OFFICERS OF STATE. 

PERSONS FILLING THE SEVERAL HIGH OFFICES IN CHURCH AND | 
STATE FROM OCTOBER THE NINTH, 1722, TO MARCH THE SIX- _ 
TEENTH, 1733. : 

Archbishops. 

1715. Archbishop of Canterbury William Wake, translated from Lincoln. 1 

xt f Sir William Dawes, bark t translated ' 
ions ............< r r»i * * ' - 



1713- -York Y 

from Chester, 
C Lancelot 
1 1 Exeter 



i~ Q4 , C Lancelot Blackburn, translated from i 



, Bishops. . ! 

1714. Bishop of St. Asaph John Wynne. I 

1727. r» Francis Hare. j 

1731. * - - - - ■ ■ ■ Thomas Tanner. . . I 

1721. - - - - - Bangor .., Richard Reynolds. ^ 

1723. \ William Baker. K ? 

1727. - - * - » tttt 0* mm Thomas Sherlock. . * 

Digitized by Google 



TABLE OP CONTENTS. 

[Bishops continued.] 

1703. Bishop of Bath and Wells George Hooper. 

1T27. John Wynne. 

1719. Bristol Hugh Boulter. 

1724. — William Bradshaw. 

1732. m Charles Cecil, 

1722. ----- Chichester, Thomas Bowers. 

1724 — .............. Edward Waddington, 

1731. Francis Hare. 

1714. - - - - - Coventry ^ 

1730. - - - Richard Smalbrooke. 

1712. St. David's Adam Ottley. 

J72& - -« Richard Smalbrooke. 

1731. * - - - - < r „•„,„•„,... Elias Sydall. 

1731 . Nicholas Clagett. 

I713f Ely .... , William Fleetwood. 

17$$. - » - t r * — — ^ mm Thomas Greene. 

1716. ----- Exeter Lancelot Blackburn. 

17124. Stephen Weston. 

172JU ----- Gloucester Joseph Wilcocks. 

1731. . Elias Sydall. 

1721 Hereford , Benjamin Hoadly. 

1723. - - - - Henry Egerton. 

1706. ----- Landaff John Tyler. 

1724. - - - - Robert Ciavering. 

!7i9. - - - : — John Harris. 

1715. - * * - - Lincoln ... Edmund Gibson. 
1723. Richard Reynolds. 

1713. ----- London John Robinson. 

1723. ----- ■■ . . „. ■ . . . Edmund Gibson. 

1721. - • - - - Norwich Thomas Green. 

1723. JohnLeng. 

1727. - - - William Baker. 

1732. Robert Butts. 

1715. - - ~ - - Oxford John Potter. 

1718. Peterborough White Kennet. 

1728. - - - Robert Clavering. 

1713. ----- Rochester Francis Atterbufy. 

1723. - - - Samuel Bradford. 

1731. Joseph Wilcocks. 

1721. Salisbury Richard Willis. 

1723. Benjamin Hoadlejr. 
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1731. Bishop of Winchester Charles TrimneJL 

1723. Richard Willis. 

1717. Worcester John Hough. 

1718. Carlisle Samuel Bradford. 

1723. JohnWaugh. 

1713. Chester Francis Gastrell. 

1726. Samuel Peploe. 

1722. Durham William Talbot. 

1730. - - : Edward Chandler. 

Lord High Chancellors. 

17lfe. Thomas, Lord Parker, May 12. Created Viscount Parker and 

Earl of Macclesfield, November 5, 1721. Resigned, Janu- 
ary 4, 1725. 

1724. Sir Joseph Jekyll, knt. Master of the Rolls; Sir Jeffery Gil- 

bert, knt. one of the Barons of the Exchequer; and Sir 
Robert Raymond, knt. one of the Justices of the K&g* 
Bench ; Commissioner of the Great Seal, January 7. 

1725 Sir Peter King, knt. Lord Keeper, June 1. 

1727 •* — — created Baron King of Ockham, and made Lord 

Chancellor, June 16. 

Principal Secretaries of Stats/ 

1721. Feb. 8. Charles, Viscount Townshend, vice Lord Stanhope. 

Mar. 4. John, Lord Carteret, afterwards Earl Grenyille, vice Mr. 
Craggs. 

1724. April 1. Thomas Holies, Duke of Newcastle, vice Lord Carteret. 
1730. May 8. William, Lord Harrington, (afterwards Earl of Harrington,) 
vice Lord Townshend. 



Speakers or the House or Commons. t 

1722. The Honourable Spencer Compton. v r .— r 

1727. Arthur Onslow, esq. ,^ r r 

Commissioners for executing the Otpicb of Lord High 
Treasurer of England. 

- :■ • • n e;n 

GEORGE THE FIRST. 1 

1721. April S. ^ Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Baillie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart* 

Richard Edgecumbe, esq. (afterwards Lord Edgecumbe.) 
Hon. Henry Pelham. 
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1784. Mar. 23. Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Bail lie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
Hon. Henry Pelham. 
William Yonge, esq.- 

1784. April 2. Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

George Baillie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
William Yonge, esq. 
George Doddington, esq. 

1785. May 27, Sir Robert Walpole, K. B. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
Sir William Yonge, K. B. 
George Doddington, esq. 
Sir William Strickland, bart. 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

4787. July 28. Sir Robert Walpole, K. G. and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Sir Charles Turner, bart. 

George Doddington, esq. 
- Sir George Oxendon, bart 

William Clayton, esq. 
1790. May 1 1. Sir Robert Walpole, K. G. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

George Doddington, esq. 

Sir George Oxenden, bart. K 
4 William Clayton, esq. (afterwards Lord Sundon.) 

* Sir William Yonge, K. B. 

Master of the Rolls. > 1 
1717. July 13. Sir Joseph Jekyll. 

- Attorneys Xi-sneral. 

1780. May 9. Sir Robert Raymond, knt. (afterwards Lord Raymond.) 
1723. Jan. 31. Sir Philip Yorke, knt. (afterwards Earl of Hardwicke.) 

Solicitors General. 

1719. Mar. 22. Sir Philip Yorke> knt. 
1729. Feb. 3. Sir Clement Wearg, knt. 

1786. Apr. 23. Charles Talbot, esq. 
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Cadogan, Lord, 207. 
Carey, Walter, 1195. 
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9 GEORGE THE FIRST, a. d. 1722. 

First Session of the Sixth Parliament 
of Great Britain. 

Meeting of the New Parliament] October 
9, 1799. This day the New Parliament being 
met at Westminster pursuant to the proclama- 
tion for that purpose, his Majesty came to the 
House of Peers, with the usual state and solem- 
nity, and the Commons being sent for up, and 
attending, his majesty's pleasure was signified 
to them, by the Lord Chancellor, that they 
ahould return to their house and choose a 
Speaker, and present him to bis majesty on 
Thursday the 11th instant. 

LUt of the House Of Commons.] The follow- 
ing is a List of the Members of the House of 
Commons: 

A List of the House of Commons in the Sixth 
Parliament of Great Britain, which met 
at Westminster, October 9, 1792. 

Bedfordshire. 
Sir Rowland Alston, Charles Leigh. 

Bedford. 
William Farrer, 

George Huxley,— Made a commissioner of the 
Victualling-office ; a new writ ordered, May 
31, 1795. He was afterwards chosen for 
Newport in the Isle of Wight. 

John Tnurloe Brace. 

Berkshire, 
Sir Jehn Stonhouse, Robert Packer. 
Windsor.' 

Charles e. of Burford, — Succeeded his father 
as duke of St. Albans ; a new writ ordered, 
May 23, 1726. 

Lord Vere Beauclerk, Will. e. of Inchiquin. 
Reading. 

Anthony Blagrave, Clement Kent. 

Wallingford. 
WMliam Hucks, George lord Parker. 

Abingdon. 
Robert Hucks. 

* Bucks. 

Sir Thomas Lee. Mont. Gerard Drake. 

VekVlIL 



Buckingham. 
Alexander Denton, — Made a judge of the 

Common Pleas : a new writ ordered, Octo- 

tober 15, 1722. 
William Heathcote. 

Richard Grenville, — Brother-in-law to > lord 
Qobham: died, a new writ ordered, Feb. 21, 
1797. 

John Fane. 

Chipping Wicomb. 

Henry lord Shelbourn ; 

Charles Bgerton, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 91, 1726. 
Charles Collyear, , Harry Waller. 

Aylesbury, 
Richard Abel, 

John Guise, — Colonel in the Guards. 

Agmondesham. 
Ralph, vise. Fermanagh. 
M. Garrard Drake,— Made his election for the 

county. 
Thomas Chapman. 

Wendover. 

Richard Hampden,— A teller of the Exchequer. 
Sir Richard Steele, — Master of the royal com- 
pany of comedians. 

Great -Marlon). ' 
Sir John Guise, Edmund Waller. 

Cambridgeshire. 
Sir John Hynd Cotton, 

Edward lord Harley, — Succeeded his father as 
earl of Oxford ; a new writ ordered, Nov. 19, 
1724. 
Samuel Shepherd. 

Unit, of Cambridge. 
Thomas Willoughby, Dixie Windsor. 

Town of Cambridge. 1 1 
Sir J. Hynd Cotton, — Made his election for the 
county. 

Gilbert Affleck, Tho. Sclater Bacon. 

Cheshire. 
Charles Cholmondeley, 

John Crew Offley, — A gentleman of the Privy 
chamber. * 
Chester. 

Sir Rich. Grosvenor,— Died ; a new writ or 
dered, Jan. 16, 1733. 
B 
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West Looe. 

Sir John Trelawney, — Gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to the prince. 
George Delaval,-— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 9, 1724. 
Edward Trelawney, — Made a commissioner of 
the Victualling-office ; and a new writ being 
ordered, Jan. 29, 1726, be was re-elected. 
Gram pound. 
William marq. of Hartington,— Made ofrp&in 
of the band of pensioners; and a* new~ writ 
being ordered, May 23) #2$ tie- wa»**e- 
elected. 
Humphry Morice. 

East Looe. 

John Smith, — Died : a new writ ordered* Jan. 

9,1724. 

Horatio Walpole, — Auditor of the plantations, 
and joint secretary of the Treasury with 
William Lowndes, esq. made his election for 
Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
George vise. Malpas, — Made master of his ma- 
jesty's robes : and a new writ being ordered, 
May 12, 1727, he was re-elected. 
William Lowndes, — Died : ft new writ 6tfflfere#, 

Feb. 28, 1724. 
Sir Henry Hoghton. 
Penryn. 

Edward Vernon, Sidney Meadows. 

Tregony. 
James Cooke, 

John Merril,— Deputy-ceffertr ef die boose- 
hold. 

Bossiney. 
Robert Corker, 

Henry KelsaL— A clerk, of the Treasury. 
St. Ives. 

Sir J. Hobaft, Henry KnoHys. 

Fowey. 

John GoodaH,— Died ;. * new wri* ordered, 

March 3, 1725. 
Nicholas Vincent, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 1727. 

Will. Bromley, jun. Ricb.TOSc.Fitswilfiamt. 

St. Germain*. 
John lord Binny, — A commissioner of trade in 

Scotland. 

Philip Cavendish,— Treasurer of Greenwich 
hospital. . ' 
St. Michael. 
Charles Selwyn, — — Gentleman^nsher to ttit 

princess of Wales. 
John Hedges, 

Newport. 

$ir Nicholas Morice, — A new writ, ordered, 

Feb. 9, 1726. 
Sir William Pole,— Made his election fjar, Ho- 
niton. 

Thomas Herbert, John Morice. 

St. Maws, 
Sidney Godolphin, 

Samuel Travers, — Died : a new writ oniefed) 

Jan. 20, 1726. . " 

Samuel Moiyneux. • .. - 

Kellington. 

] Thomas Lutwyche,— — One of hit majesty's 
counsel at law. 
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Sir Rich. Grosvenor, Sir Rob. Grosvenor, 
Sir Tho. Grosvenor,— -Died ; a new writ order- 
ed, Feb. 22, 1738. 

Cornwall. 
Sir John St. Aubin, Sir William Carew. 
Launceston. 

John Friend, — Not duly elected, but he was re- 
chosen on the death of Mr. Pendarvis. In 
1723, he was committed to- the Tower for 
high treason, bat discharged without trial; 

Aleannder Pendarvis,^- t)ied ; anew writ or- 
dered, March 17, 1725. 

John Wiltes, — Made second justice of Chester ; 
and, a new writ ordered, May 23, 1726. He 
afterwards was chosen for Weymouth, &c. 

John- Friend, Henry Vane. 

Leskard. 

John Lansdell, — Deputy treasurer of the Ord- 
nance*. 

Ed'varri Elliot,-^ A commissioner of the Victual- 
ling-office, Died ; a new writ-ordered, Oc- 
' , tober 17, 1722. 
Thomas Clutterbuek, — Secretary to the lord 
Carteret, as lord-lieutenant of Ireland. 
Lett wit hid. 

Philip lord Stanhope,— Gentleman of the bed-" 
chamber to the prince; made captain of 
the Yeomen of the Guard, and a new writ 
ordered, JanV 27, 1724. 

Will. nv. of Harrington, — Made his election for 
Grampound; anew writ ordered, Jan. 27, 
1724. 

Henry Parsons,— Purveyor of Chelsea hospital; 

made a commissioner of the Victuafling-of- 
> fice ; arnew writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1726. He 

was afterwards elected for Maiden. * 
Sir Orlando Bridgmao, Sir W. Stanhope. 
Truroe. 

\ Spencer Cowper^ Thomas Wytidham. 
Bodmin. 

Richard West,— *Made lord chancellor of Ire- 
land ; and a new writ being ordered, May 
31, 1725, he was re-elected, and died ; a new 
writ ordered, Jan. 18, 1727. 

Isaac Leheup,— Envoy to the Diet at Ratisbon 

John Laroche. 

Heist on. 

Walter Cary, — One of the clerks of the council, 
made warden of the Mint ; and a new writ 
beyig ordered, May 31, 1725, he was re- 
elected. 

Sir Rob. Raymond, — Made a justice of the 
KingVbench : a new; writ ordered, Feb. 5, 
1724. 

Sir Clement Wearg,— His majesty's solicitor- 
general; died, a new writ ordered, May 3 
1726. 

Eiton Sayer. 

SaltdsK 

Edward Hughes, — Advoeate-general of the 

judge-marshal of the army. 
Thomas Swartton,— Comptroller of the navy 
> died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 24, 1723. 
Philip Loyd. 

Camelford. 
Hearye.fcfDrogbeda, Wflliam Slopcr. 
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Stomas Copleston. 

Cumberland. 
Sir Christ. Musgrave, Gilfred Lawson. 
Carlisle. v 

James Bateman, Henry Aglionby. 

'CockermoutK 

Sir Thomas Pengelly,—tiis majesty's premier- 
Serjeant, made lord chief baron of the Ex- 
chequer : a new writ ordered, Jan. 19, 1737. 

Sir Wilfred Lawson,— Groom of the bedcham- 
ber to his majesty. 

William Finch,— Envoy extraordinary to the 
States General. 

Derbyshire. 
Godfrey Clarke, Sir John Curzon. 

Derby. 

Lord Jas. Cavendish, - Thomas Bailey. 

Devonshire. 
Sir Will. Courtenay, Sir Cop.W.Bampfylde. 

Exeter. 

JohnRolle, Francis Drew. 

Totness. 

Sir -Charles Wtlies,-^Colonel of the first regi- 
ment of foot guards. 
Joseph Banks. 

Plymouth^ 

William Chetwynd,— A lord of the Admiralty. 
Patee Byns,— Made treasurer of the Navy; 
and a new writ being ordered, April 18, 1724, 
he wasre-elected. 
Oakhampton. 
Robert Pitt,— Clerk of the green-cloth to the 

prince of Wales. 
John Crowley,. 

Barnstable. 

Thomas Whetham,— Lieutenant-general of his 
inaj esty's forces, and colonel of a regiment of 
foot. ' 

Sir Hugh Ackland. 

Plympton. 

George Treby,— Made one of the tellers of the 
Exchequer ; and a new writ being ordered, 
April 9, 1724, he was re- elected. 

Richard Edgecumbe,— Made joint-vice- trea- 
surer, receiver-general, and paymaster-gene- 
ral of all his majesty's revenues in Ireland ; 
and a new writ being ordered, April 9, 1724, 
he was re-elected. 
Honiton. 

Sir W*Yonge,— Made a lord of the Treasury, 
jand a new writ beiqg ordered, April 2, 1724> 
- he was re-elected. 
Sir William Pole. 

Tavistock. 
Sir Francis H. Brake, Sir John Cope. 

Ashburton. 1 
Richard Reynel, Roger Tuckfield. 

Dartmouth. 
<George Treby,— Colonel in the guards. 
,f nomas vMartyn,— Made one of his majesty's 
justices for the counties of Carnarvon, Me- 
rioneth* an4 Anglesea ; and a new writ being 
ordered. May 23, tTM, he was re-elected. 
Berealtton* ' 
St. John Broderick, 



Sir John Hobart, — Made his election for St. 

Ives. A new writ ordered, Jan. 24, 1724. 
Sir Robert Rich. 

Tiverton. . ~ 
Arthur Arscot, 

Thomas Bere, — Died; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 20, 1726. 
George Dean. 

Do R S ETSH IRE. 

T. Strangeways, jun. — Died : a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 18, 1727. 
George Pitt, jun.. George CbafEo. - 

Poole. 

George Trenchard, Thomas Ridge. 

Dorchester. , 
Joseph Darner, " 
Ed. Morten Pleydell,— Not duly elected. 
William Chappie. . 

Lyme-Regis. 
Henry Halt Henley, John Burrifjge. 

Weymouth, and Melcombe-Regis. 
Sir James 'Thornhill,— His majesty's s«rjeant- 

painter. 
William Betts, 

John Ward, — Expelled the house for forgery ; 

a new writ ordered, May. 23, 1726. 
Thomas Pearse, — Made a commissioner of the 

navy ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1727. 
John Willes, — Second justice of Chester. 
Edward Tucker. 

Bridport. 

Sir Dewy Bulkeley, Peter Walter. 

Shaftesbury. 
Edward Nicholas, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

April 27, 4726. 
Stephen Fox, Sir Edw. Desbouveri*. 

Wareham. % 
Sir Edward Ernie, Joseph Gascoigne. 

Corfe-Castle. 
Dennis Bond, * John Banks. 

.Durham County. 
Sir John Aden, John Hed worth. 

Durham. 

Charles Talbot^Sdn to the bishop of Durham, » 
made solicitor general ; and a new writ being 
ordered, April 43, 1726, he was re-elected. 

Thomas Conyers. 

Essex. 

William Harvey, Robert Hony wood. 

~Calchester. 
Sir Thomas Webster, 
Matthew Martin, — East. India director. 

Maiden. 

Sir John Comyns,— Made a baron of the Ex- 
chequer ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1727* 
Thomas Bramston, 

Henry Pa rsons,^— Before in this parliament for 
Lestwithiel. . x 
Harwich. 

Humphry Parsons, Sir Philip Parker. 

Gloucestershire. 
Kinard Delabere, Henry Berkley^ 

Gloucester. 
Charles Hyetf, 

John Snell,— Died ; a new writ ordered Jan. 
17, 1727, / ' 
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John How. 

Cirencester. 
Thomatf Master, 

Tewksbury. 



Benjamin Bathurst. 



Thomas vise. Gage, 
George Read,— Colonel of a regiment of foot, 
and brigadier-general of his majesty's forces. 

Herefordshire, 
Sir E. Goodere, Velteis Cornwall. 

Hereford. 
II. R. Westfaling, 

William Mayo, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 21, 1723 
James Walwyu. 

Leominster. 
Sir George Caswall, , Sir Archer Croft. 

Weobly. 

Nicholas Philpott, John Birch. 

Hertfordshire,. 
Sir T. Saund. Sebright, Ralph Freeman. 

St. Albans. 

William Clajton, Auditor-general to the 

prince, afterwards lord Sundon. 
William Gore. 

Hertford. 
Charles Caesar, — Not duly elected. 
Edward Harrison,— Late governor of Fort St. 

George, made joint post-master-general ; a 

new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1727. 
Sir Thomas Clerke, Qeorge Harrison. 

Huntingdonshire. 
John Bigg, 

E. R. vise. Hinchinbroke, — Colouel of a regi- 
ment of foot, father of John, 4th earl of 
Sandwich; died, a new writ ordered, Oct. 
18, 1722. 

John Probv. 

Huntingdon. 

Roger Handaside, Edward Wortley. 

Kent. 

Sir Ed w. Knatcbbull, . Sir Thomas Twisden. 

Canterbury. 
Samuel Milles, Sir Thomas Hales. 

Rochester. 

Sir Thomas Palmer, — Died; a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 6, 1724. 
Sir John Jennings* 

Sir Thomas Coleby, — A commissioner of the 
navy. 

Maidstone. 

Sir. Tho. Culpeper, — Pied ; a new writ ordered, 
May 87, 17^3. 

Sir Barnham Rider, John Finch. 
Queenborovgh. 

John Cope, — Lieutenant-colonel of the first 
troop of grenadier-guards. 

Jama* Littleton, — Vice-admiral of the white, 
and late commissioner of the navy ac Chat- 
ham; died, a new writ ordered, March 11, 

^ 1723. 

George lord Forbes. 

Lancashire. a 
. Sir John Bland, Richard Shuttleworth 

Preston. 
Thomas Bejketa, 



Daniel Pulteney, — A lord of the Admiralty, 
made clerk of the council in Ireland; and a 
new writ being ordered, May 7, 17*6, he 

was re-elected. 

Lancaster. 
Sir Thomas Low t her, 

William Heysham > --One of the clerks in Chan- 
cery; died, a new writ ordered, April 21, 
1727. 

Christopher Tower, — Deputy-collector inwards 
at the port of London. 
Newton. 

Sir Francis Leicester, William Shippen. 
Wigan. 

Sir Roger Bradshaigh, James e. of Barrymore. 
Clithero. 

Nathaniel Curzon, Thomas Lister. 
Liverpool. 

Sir Thomas Johnson, — Made collector of the 
' Customs in Raxahamock river, in Virginia; 

a new writ ordered, Jan. 23, 1723. 
William Cleveland, — Died ; a new writ order- 

ed, March 31, 1724. 
Langliam Booth, — Groom of the bedchamber 

to the prince, died, a new writ ordered, Nov. 

12,1724. 

Thomas Booth?, Thomas Brereton. 

Leicestershire. 
Lord William Manners, — Lord of the bedcham- 
ber to the prince of Wales. 
Edmund Morris. 

Leicester. 
Sir George Beaumont, 

.Sir Lawrence Carter, — Serjeant at law, and so- 
licitor-general to the prince of Wales, made 
a baron of the Exchequer; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 19, 1727. 

T. Boothby Skrymsher. 

Lincolnshire. 
Henry Heron, 

Sir William Massinberd,-— bied, a new writ 

ordered, Jan. 13, 1724. 
Robert Vyner. 

Lincoln. 

Sir John Monson, Sir John Tyrwhit. 
Boston. 

Henry Pacey, Richard Ellys. r 

Great Grimsby. 
Charles Pelham, Benjamin Collier* 

Stamford. 

Brownlow Cecil, — Succeeded to the title of 
earl of Exeter, on the death of his brother, a 
new writ ordered, Oct. 15, 1722. 

William Noel, Charles Bertie. 

Grantham. 

John vise. Tyrconnel, Francis Fisher. 

Middlesex. 
James Bertie, Sir John Austen* 

Westminster, 
Arch. Hutcheson, and John Cotton, — Election 
declared void, a new writ ordered, Nor. 6, 
1722. 

George lord Carpenter,— Governor of Minorca 
and Port-Mahon, colonel of a regiment of 
dragoons, and general of all the king's force* 
in Scotland. , . , , 
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Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Sir William Blacket, William Carr. 

Morpeth. 
Henry vise. Morpeth, 
George Carpenter, — lieutenant-colonel. 

Berwick upon Tweed. 
Grey Neville, — — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

April 29, 1723. 
Harry Grey, 

William Kerr, Colonel of dragoons, and 

groom of the bedchamber to the prince. 



Charles Montagu. 

London. 
Francis Child, 
John Barnard, 

Peter Godfrey, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

Nov. 16, 172*1 
Sir Richard Hopkins. 

Monmouthshire. 
Sir Wm. Morgan, — Lord lieutenant of this^ 

county and of Brecon. 
John Hanbury. 

Monmouth. 
Edward Kemeys. 

Norfolk. 

Thomas de Grey, Sir Thomas Coke. 
• Norwich. 

Waller Bacon, Robert Britiffe. 

Lynn-Regis. 
Sir Charles Turner, 

Sir Robert Walpole, — Made one of his majes- 
ty's principal secretaries of state ; and a new 
writ being ordered, May 27, 1723, he was 
re-elected. 

: Grtat Yarmouth. 

Charles Towrishend, — Called up to the House 
of Peers as lord Lynn ; a new Writ ordered, 
May 27, 1723. . 

Horatio Walpole* — Auditor of the plantation 
accompts, joint secretary to the Treasury, 
and ambassador extraordinary to the court 
of France, 

William Townshend. 

Thetford. * 

Sir Edmund Bacon, — Of Gillingham. 

Robert Jacombe. 
/ Castle-rising. 

William Fielding, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 19, 1724. 

Charles Churchill, — Brigadier- general of his 
majesty's forces, colonel of a regiment of 
dragoons, and governor of Plymouth. 

Algernon e. of Montrath. 

Northamptonshire. 
Sir Justinian I sham, Thomas Cartwright. 

City of Peterborough. 
John earl Fitzwilliam, Sidney Wortley. 

Town of Huntingdon. ^ 
William Wilmer, Edward Montagu. 

Brackley. 

Sir Paul Methuen, William Egerton. 
Righatn Ferrers. 

Thomas Wentworth, — Died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 9, 1724. 

John Finch* — Solicitor-general to the prince, 
made one of his majesty's counsel at law; 
and a new writ being ordered, Feb- 2, 1727, 
he was re-elected. 

Northumberland. 
Algernon earl of Hertford,— Called up to the 
^ House of Peers as lord Percy, upon the 
death of his mother ; a new, wriC ordered, 
- Jan. 25> 1723. * 
sSiri William Middleton, " 
-William- Wrightson,— Not duly elected. 
Ralph Jenison. 



Nottinghamshire. 
Scroop vise. Howe,x Sir Robert Sutton. 

Nottingham. 
George Gregory, John Plumptre. 

East Retford. 
Thomas White, * Patrick Chawprth. 

Newark upon Trent. 
James Pelbam,- — -Secretary to* the duke of 

Grafton, as lord chamberlain. 
Richard Sutton, — Envoy extraordinary to the 
king of Prussia, and the landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, made one of the clerks comptrollers 
of his majesty's household; and anew writ 
being ordered, April 10, 1724, be was re? 
elected. 

Oxow. 

Sir R. B. Jenkinson, Henry Perrofc. 

University of Oxford. 
George Ciaik, 

William Bromley, — Died ; a new Writ ordered, 
Feb. 18, 17S2. 
Oxford. 

Sir John Walter, — Died : a new writ ordered, 

Oct, 15, 1722. • 
Thomas Rowney, jun. Francis Knollys. 
Woodstock. 

Samuel Trotman, Sir Thomas Wbeate. 

Banbury. 
Monoux Cope. 

Rutlandshire. 

Daniel lord Finch, — Made comptroller of bis 
majesty's household ; and a new writ being 
ordered, Ma^ 25, 1725, he was re-elected. 

Sir Thomas Mack worth. 

Salop. 

John Kynaston, Robert Lloyd. 

Shrewsbury. 
Richard Lifter, and Corbet Ky naston, — Both 

not duly elected. 
Orlando Bridgrnan, Sir Richard Corbet. 

Bridgnorth. • 
William Whi' more,— Died, a new writ ordered, 

May 31, 1725. 
Sir John Charlton, John Weaver. 
Ludlow. 

Abel Kettle by, — Recorder of this borough. 

Acton Baldwin, — Died; a new writ ordered, 
Felj. 2, 1727. 

Richard Herbert. 

Great Wenlock. 

Samuel Edwards, — Deputy teller of the Exche- 
quer. 

Sir Humphry-Brigges. 

Bishop's Castle. ~ 
W. Peere Williams, 
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Newport. 

Charles earl of March,— Mack bis election for 

Chichester. ' 
Charles lord Whtfworth,— His majesty's ambas- 
sador and plenipotentiary at the congress of 
Camhray ; died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 81. 
1726. * 
Charles Cadogan,— Colonel of a regiment of 
foot, succeeded his brother the earl of Cado* 
x gan, as baroh Cadogan of Oakley ; a new writ 

ordered, Jan. 21, 1727. 
George Hmdey,— Before in Uiis parliament for 

Bedford. 
Sir William Willis. 

Stockbridge, 
Martin Bladen, 

John Chetwynd, — A commissioner of trade and 
plantations. 

Newtown. 

Charles Worsley, William Stephens. 

Christ-Church. 
Sir Peter Mew, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 29, 1726. 
Francis Gwyn,— Made his election for Wells ; 

a new writ ordered, Feb. 12, 1724. 
J acob Banks, Edm. Prideaux Gwyn. 

Lymington. 
Paul Burrard, 

Lord Harry Powlett,— Made his election for 

the county. 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote. 



Bowater Vernon^— N ot -duly 
Charles Mason. 

* Somersetshire. 
Sir Wm. Wyndham, Edward, Phelipps. 
Bristol. ' 

Sic Abraham Elton, Joseph Earle. 

Bhth. 
John Codrington, 

George Wade, — Colonel of a regiment of horse, 
and commander in chief of the land forces in 
Scotland. 

Wells. 

Francis Gwyn, Thomas Edwards, jun. 

Taunton. 

John Trenchard, — Died, a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 9, 1724. 

Abraham Elton, James Smyth. 

Bridgwater. 

Q. B. Doddington, — Made a lord of the Trea- 
sury, and clerk of the Pells in Ireland ^ 
and a new writ being ordered, April 2, 1724, 
he was re-elected. 

Thomas Palmer. 

Minehead. 

Robert Mansell, — Died, a new writ. ordered, 
May i3, 1723. 
. Thomas Hales, — Clerk of the green cloth to the 
prince. 
Francis Whitworth. 

Ilchester. 
Daniel Moore, - 
William Burroughs, — Made- auditor of the ac- 
compts on leather duties ; a new writ order- 
ed, Dec. 5, 1722. 
Thomas Pagett, — One of the grooms of the 
bedchamber to the prince. 
Milburn Port. 
George Speke, Michael Harvey. 

Southampton. 
Lord HaVry Powlett, 

Lord Nassau powlett,— 'Made auditor of the 
{Exchequer in Ireland, and a new writ being 
•ordered, Jan. 9, 1724, he was re-elected. 
Winchester. 
Lord William Powlett, George Bridges. 

Southampton, 
Thomas Missfng,— Proveditor-general for Gib- 
raltar and Port-Mahon. 
Thomas Lewis. 

Portsmouth. 
Sir John Norris,-«-A lord of the Admiralty, and 
deputy governor of Dow castle, and admi- 
ral ef the blue. - 
Sir'Charles Wager. 

Yarmouth, 

Thomas Stanwix, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

March 24, 1725. 
Mauriee Morgan, (Anthony Morgan. 

Petersfield. 
Norton Powlett, 

Edmund Miller,— -Made one of the barons of 
v ibe -Exchequer in Scotland, a new wm or- 
dered, Jan. 17, 1727. ' 
Joseph Taylor, — Not duly elected. 
Edmund Miller,— Duly elected. 



Whitechurch. 
Thomas Vernon,*— Died, a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 20, 1727. 
Jobn Conduit, — Made master* worker of his 
majesty's Mint, and a new writ being order* 
ed, March 30, 1727, he was re-elected. 
Thomas Farrington. 
Andover. 

James Brudenel, . William Gnidott. 

Staffordshire. 
Thomas lord Paget,— Lord of the bedchamber 

to the prince of Wales. 
Will. Levison Gower. 

Litchfield. 
Walter Chetwynd, 

Richard PI u turner,— A commissioner of trade 
and plantations. 
Stafford. 

Thomas Foley, k 
John Dolphin, — Died, a new writ ordered, Not. 
12, 1724. 

Francis Elde, — Master in chancery, expelled 
the House. 

Walter vise. Chetwynd. 

Newcastle tinder Line. 

Sir Bryan Broughton, — Died ; a new writ or- 
dered, Nov. 12, 1724. 

Sir Walt. Wag. Bagot, Tho. Leveson^Gewer. 
Tamworth. * 

Francis Willooghby,. 

Samuel Bracebridge,— Not duly elected. 

Richard Swinfen,— One of the geatlemtti of Ms 
majesty's privy chamber ; died, a dew writ 
ordered, Jan. 1727, to be ittoed thft 
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sheriff! of Warwickshire and Sfcftordshire, 
being in both counties* 
George Comptoii. v , 

Suffolk. 

Sir Robert Davers,— Died; a new writ order- 

ed, Oct! 15, 1722. ~ 
Sir Wilriam Barker, Sir Thomas Hanmer. 

Ipsnkk. 

Sir Wiiliam Thompson^-Becorder of London, 
made cufsitor-baron of tha Exchequer, and a 
new writ being ordered* May 2\ 1726, he 
was re-elected. 

Francis Negus* 

Dunwich. 

Sir George Downing, 

Edward Vernon,— Made his ejection tor Pen- 

Sir John Ward,— Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 28, 1726. 
John Sambroke. 

Orfovd* 

Dudley North, William Acton. 

Aldborough. 
Walter Phimet, " Samuel Low*. 

Sadbary. 

William Wyndham, — A colonel in tfce army, 
- made lieutenanc-governor of Chelsea hospi- 
tal, and a new writ being ordered, April 27, 
lf$6, he was re-elected. 

John Knight, Secretary of the Leeward 

Islands. 

Eye. 

Si» Spencer €ompten v — Made his election for 
the county of Susse*. 

Edward Hopkins,— Made master of the revels 
iu Ireland ; and a new writ being ordered 
Oct. 25, 1722, he was re-elected. „ 

James Cornwall,— Commander of the Griffin 
fire ship. 

St. Edmundsbury. 

Sir Jern\yn>Davers, , 

James Reynolds, — Serjeant at law, and recor- 
der of this borough, made one of the justices 
of the KihgVbench ; a new writ ordered, 
March 17, 1725. 

John lord Hervey. 

Surry. 

Sir Nicholas Carew,— Died, a new writ order- 
ed* March 27, 1727. 
Thomas Scawen, John Walter. 

Soutkwark, 
Edmund Haisey, 

George Meggot, — Died, a new writ ordered 

Jan. 9,: 1724. 
John Lade. 

. BUchingly. 
George Evelyn, —Died, a new writ 

Nov. 12, 1724. 
Han. Arth. Herbert, William Clayton. 
Ryegate. 

Sir Joseph Jekylt,— Master of the Bolls, made 
first lord commissioner for the custody of the 
great seal ; and a hew writ being ordered. 
Jan. 13, 1745, he at re-elected. 

James Cocks. 



Thomas Brpderick, 
Paul Docminique. 
Peter Burrel. 



Guilford. 
Arthur Onslow, 

Gat ton. 
William Newland, 

Haslemere. 
James Oglethorpe, 

Sussbx. 
Sir Spencer Compton, 
Henry Pelham, — A lord of the Treasury, i 
secretary at war, and a new writ being or- 
dered, April 1, 1724, he was re-elected. 
Chichester. 
Sir Thoma6 Miller, 

Charles earl of March, — Succeeded his father 
as duke of Richmond ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 9, 1724. 
Lord William Beauclerk,— Viee-chamberlain 
to her majesty. 

Horsham. . 
Charles Eversfield, 

Henry Ingram, — Made commissary of the pro- 
visions and stores at Gibraltar ; and a new 
writ being ordered, May 10, 1727, he was 
re-elected. 

Midhurttt 

Alan vise. Middleton, Bulst. Peach. Knight. 

Lewes. 
Thoinas Pelham, 

Henry Pelham, — First cousin to the duke of 
Newcastle; died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
20, 1726. 

Sir Nicholas Pelham,— Great uncle to theduke. 

New-Shoreham. 
Sir Nath. Gould,— Governor of the Russia 

company. 
Francis Chamberlayne. 

Bramber. 
Sir Richard Gough, 

Will. Cha. Van Huls, — Clerk-comptroller of 
the king's robes ; died, a new writ ordered, 
Feb. 8, 1723. 
David Polhill. 

Steyning. 

JohnTepper,-^-Died; a new writ ordered, Jan. , 

20, 1726. 

John Gum ley, — Made commissary-general of 

the musters, and a new writ being ordered, 

Nov. 13, 1724, he was re-elected. 
Johtimarq. of Carnarvon,— Died; anew writ 

ordered, April 17, 1727. 
William Stanhope. 

East-Grinstead. 
John Conyers, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 22, 1725. 
Sir Spencer Compton,— Made his election for 

the county. , 
Edward Conyers, 

Richard vise. Shannon, — Lieutenant-general of 
his majesty's forces, and colonel of horse. 
Arundel. 

SirT. L. Saunderson, J. vise. Micklethwait. 

Warwickshire. 
William Peytoe, 

Robert Di«by,— Died; a naw wwfi ordeied, 

May 2. 1J26. 
Edward Digby. 
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Coventry. 

Sir Adolpb. Oughton,— Lieutenant-colonel of 
the second regiment of Foot Guards, created 
a baronet in 1718. 

John Neale. 

Warwick,. 

William Colemore, jun. — Died, a new writ or- 
dered, Nor. 9, 1782. 
Sir Will. Keyte, Dodington Grevile. 

Westmoreland. 
Anthony Lowther, — Made one of the commis- 
missioners of the revenue in Ireland, and a 
hew writ being ordered, May 23, 1726, he 
Was re-elected. 
James Grahme, — Brother to the viscount Pres- 
ton in Scotland. 
Appleby. 

Sir Richard Sand ford,— Died, anew writ order- 
ed, April 10, 1723. 
James Lowther, Sackville Tuftoa. 

Wiltshire, 
Sir Richard Howe, 

Robert Hyde,— Died, a new writ ordered, Oct 

15, 1722. 
Richard Goddard. A 

tfew Sarum. 
Anthony Dancomhe, Francis Kenton. 

Wilton. 

Robert Herbert,— Made one of the grooms of 
his majesty s bedchamber; and a new writ 
being ordered, May 27, 1723, he was re- 
elected. 

Thomas earl of Londonderry,— Governor of the 
Leeward Islands, colonel of a regiment of 
foot. 

Downton. 

John Verney, — Made one of the Welsh judges ; 

and a new writ being ordered, Jan, 18, 1727, 

he was re-elected. 
Gyles Eyre. 

Hindon. 

Henry Lud. Coker, Robert Gray. 

Heytctbury. 
Edward Ashe, 

Pierce A'conrt, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

April 2, 1725. 
Lord Charles Cavendish. 
Westbury. 

James Bertie,— Made his election for Middle- 
sex. 

George lord Carbery. Francis Annesley. 
Calne. ' 

Ben. Haskins Styles, — Made his election for 
Devizes; a new writ ordered, Feb. 1, 1723, 
upon the petition against him being with- 
drawn. 

George Ducket,— Made a commissioner of the 
Excise ; a new writ ordered, Feb. 19, 1723. 
Edmund Pyke Heath, Matth. Ducie Morton. 
Devises, 

Sir Joseph EyJes, Benj. Haskin Styles. 

Chippenham. 
Edward Rolt, — Died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
14, 1723. 

Thomas Boucher, $ir John Eyks. 



Malmetbury. 
Sir J. Rushout, and Trevor vise Hillsborough, — 

Both not duly elected. 
Giles Earle, 

John Fermor, — Died, a new writ ordered. Jan. 

16, 172& 
Charles Stuart. 

Crkklade. 
Thomas Gore, 

Sir Thomas Read,— Gentleman of the privy 
chamber, and one of the clerks of the green 
cloth to the prince. 
Bedwin, 

Robert Bruce, Charles LongueviU*. 

Ludgershall. 
J. Richmond Webb,— Died ; a new writ order- 
ed, Dec. 2, 1724. 
Anthony Cornish, Borlace Richm. Webb. 
Old Sarum. 

Thomas Pitt, — Died; a new writ ordered, May 
19, 1726. 

Robert Pitt,— Made his election for Oakhamp- 

ton. 
George Pitt, 

George. Moreton Pitt,— Made register of the 
revenue of Excise ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 
13, 1724. 
John Pitt 

Wotton Battel. 
Robert Murray,— Colonel of a regiment of 
foot 

William Chetwvnd. 

Marlborough. 
Algernon e. of Hertford,— Made his election 

for the county of Northumberland. 
Thomas Gibson, Gabriel Roberts. 

Worcestershire. 
Sir John Packington, 

Sir Thomas Lyttelton.— Made a lord of the 
Admiralty; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 12, 1727, he was re-elected. 
Worcester. 
Thomas Wylde, Samuel Sandys. 

Droitwich. 
Richard Foley, 

Edward Jefferyes, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 20, 1726. 
Thomas Winnington. 
Everskam. 

John Rndge, Sir John Rushout. 

Bcwdley, 

William Crew Offley, — One of the gentlemen 
of the privy-chamber. 

Yorkshire. 
Sir Arthur Kaye,— Died ; anew writ ordered, 

Jan. 17, 1727. 
Cholmond. Turner, Henry vise. Down. 

York. 
Sir William Milner, 

Edward Thompson, — Made one of the commis- 
sioners of the revenue in Ireland ; and a new 
writ being ordered, May 31, 1725, he was 
re-elected. 

Kingston upon Hull. 
Sir Wm. St. Quintan,— Died, a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 9, 1724, 
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George Crow]e, Nathaniel Rogers. 

Knaresborough, 
Sir Henry S|ingsby, 

Richard Arundel,— Made surveyor-general of 
bis majesty's works; and a new, writ being 
ordered, April 20, 1726, be was re-elected. 
Scarborough. > 

John Hunger ford, 

Sir Win. Strickland, — A commissioner of the 
: revenue in Ireland, made a lord of the Trea- 
sury; and a new writ being ordered, March 
31, 1725, he was re-elected. 
Rippon. 

John Scrope,-— One of the barons of the Exche- 
quer in Scotland, and joint secretary of the 
Treasury. 
William Aislabie,*— Son to John, sen. 

Richmond. 
John York, < , 

Sir Gon. D'Arcy,— Master of his. majesty's 
household. 

Heydon. 

Daniel Pulteney, — Made his election for Pres- 

, 

William Pulteney, . . \ . 

Henry Pulteney,— First major of the second 
regiment of foot guards. 
Boroughbridge. 
James Tyrrel 9 • 

Sir Conyers D'Arcy,— Made his election for 

Richmond. 
Joseph Danvers. 

Malton. 
Sir T. Wentwortb, 

Sir William Strickland,— Died; a new writ or- 
dered, Nov. 16, 1724. 
Henry Finch. 

Think. 

Tbo. Frankland, — Made a commissioner of the 
revenue in Ireland; and a new writ being 
ordered, April 24, 1724, he was re-elected. 
Sir W. St. Quintin. 

Aldborough. 
Charles Stanhope,— Treasurer of his majesty's 

chamber. 
William Jessop. 

Beverly. 

Sir Charles Hotham, — Colonel of the royal re- 
giment of dragoons; died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 18,1723. 
Sir Charles Hotham, Sir Mich. Newton. 

"Northallerton. 
Henry Peirse, Leonard Smelt. 

. Fonttfract. 
Sir Will. Lowther, John Lowther. 

CINQUE PORTS. 
Hastings. 

Arch. Hutchinson, — See, Westminster. 
Sir Will. AshburnhamjT-pne of the commis- 
sioners of the Alienation. 
Dover. 

Henry Furnese, ... , > t 

GeoTO^erkeley,— Made master of St, Catha- 
rine s hospital r and a ne^f ^n£>eing order- 
ed, May 27, 1723, he was re-elected. 



Sandwich. .. , 

Josiah Burchet, — Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir George Oxenden, — Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty; and a new writ being ordered, May 
31, 1725, he was re-elected. 
Hi/the. 

Hercules Baker, — Captain in the navy. 
Sir Samuel Lennard. 

tfew-Romney. 
Sir Robert Furnese, David Papillon. 

Rye. 

Henry lord Aylmer, 

Phillips Gybboo, — Chairman of the committee 
of privileges and election*, made surveyor 
general of his majesty's land revenue ; and a 
new writ being ordered, May 16, 1726, he 
was re-elected. 

Winchclsea. 

G. Bubb Dodington,— Made his election for 

Bridgewater. 
Robert Bristow, Thomas Townshend. 

Seaford. 
Sir W. Gage, 

Sir Philip Yorke, — His majesty's solicitor gene* 
ral, made attorney general ; and a new .writ 
being ordered, Jan. 31, 1724, he was re- 



WALES. 
Anglesea. 

Richard vise. Bulkeiey, — Died, a new writ or- 
dered, March 17, 1725. 
Hugh Williams. 

Beaumaris. 
Henry Bertie. 

Brecon. 
W. Gwyn Vaughan. 

Brecon Town. : L 

William Morgan, — Made his election for the 
county of Monmouth ; and a new writioi* 
dered, May 17, 1723, upon the petition 
against him being withdrawn, 
Thomas Morgan. 

Cardigan. 
Francis Cornwallis. 

Cardigan Town. • ; r i-' 

Stephen Parry, — Died; a new writ ordered, 

Feb. 18, 1725. 
Thomas Powel. 

Caermarthen, \k 
Edward Rice,— Not duly < * 
Sir Nich. Williams. 

Caermarthen Town* - . - ^--jj 
Richard Vaughan,— Died : anew writ ordered, 

Dec. 5, 1724. 
James Philipps. 

Carnarvon. ' 
John Griffith. 



the green cloth to 




Thomas 
the Prin< 

Deubigu. 
Wat. Will. Wynn. 
C 
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Denbigh Tomn. - . 

^Robert Myddelton. 

Flint. 
Sir Roger Mostyn. 

Flint Town. 
Thomas Ey ton. > 

Glamorgan. 
Sir Charles Kemeys. 

Cardiffe Town. 
Edward Stradling,— Died ; anew writ ordered, 

Jan, 18, 1727. 
Sassy Manseik 

Merioneth. 
Richard Vaughan. 

Montgomery. 
Trice Devereux. 

Montgomery Town. 
John Pughe. 

PEMBROKE. 

Sir Arthur Owen. 

Pembroke Town, 
Thomas Ferrers, — Died : a new writ ordered, 

Nov. 13, 1722. 
"William Owen. 

JBaverford West. 
Francis Edwards, — Died; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 20, 1726. 
Erasmus Philippe. 

Radnor, 
Sir Hum. Howarth. 

New Radnor Town. 
Thomas Lewis. 

8COTLAND. 

Aberdeen. 
Archibald Grant, 
. ; . Air. 

John Montgomery, , 

Argyle. 
Sir James Campbell. 

Banff. 
Alex. Abercrombie. 

Berwick. 1 
George Baillie. 

Bute and Caithness. 
Fet$r Campbell. 

Clackmannan and Kinross* 
Sir John Schaw. s 

' Cromartie and Nairn. ' 
John Forbes. 

Dumfries. 

Charles Areskine*—- Made solicitor general of 
Scotland; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 31, 1725, he was re-elected. 
Dunbarton. 
Mango Haldane,— Not duly elected. 
John Campbell. 

Edinburgh. 

Robert Dundass,— Late lord advocate for Scot- 
land. 

Elgin. 

Alexander Brodie,— Made lord JLyop, king at 



arms; and a new writ being ordered, Ma; 
15, 17S7, he was re-elected. 
Fife. 

Sir John Anstruther. 

Forfar. / 
James Scott, jun. 

Haddington. 
John Cockburn. 

Inverness. 
James Grant. 

Kincardine. 

James Scott, sen. — Lieutenant colonel of the 
third regiment of foot guards. 

Kircudbright. 
Alexander Murray. 

Lanerk. 
Lord Archibald Hamilton* 

Linlithgow. 
George Dundas. 

Orkney and Shetland. 
Colonel George Douglas. 

Peebles. 
John Douglas. 

Perth. 

Lord James Murray,— Succeeded to the title of 
Duke of Athole ; anew writ ordered. Nor. 
27, 1724. 

David Grahame, — Died ; a writ ordered, < 

March 29, 1726. 
Mungo Haldane,— See Dunbarton. 
Renfrew. 

Major Thomas Cochrane. I 
Ross. 

Alexander (Jrquhart. 
Roxburgh. 

Sir G. Elliot of Minto,— Made one of the or- j 
dinary lords of session in Scotland ; a new I 
writ ordered, May 24, 1726. 

Sir G. Elliot of Stobbs. 

Selkirk. 1 
John Pringle, sen. 

Stirling. 
John Graham, jun. 

Sutherland. 
Sir William Gordon. 

Wigtoun. 
John Stuart. 

Edinburgh City. 
John Campbell. 

Boroughs of 

Kirkwall, 
Robert Monro, 

Fortrose, $c. 
Alexander Gordon,— No^ duly returned, but 

had leave to petition. 
Duncau Forbes. 

Elgin, $c. 
William Fraser,— Not duly elected. 
John Campbell. 

Aberdeen, $c. . 
William Kerr,— Not duly returned, but hail 

leave to petition. 
John Middietoo. 

. Forfar, 4c. . ' . 
Charles Leslie, and William Erskine,— Double 
return ; the former^ not duly r^nefl^ttt 
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ence to our present happy establishment* hy 
choosing for their Speaker a person of unshaken 
fidelity to his Majesty and his government, and x 
of undoubted zeal for the Protestant succession, 
on which all our happiness depends That, 
considering of how little weight his recom- 
mendation could be, and how ill it became him 
to advise or recommend, he should not presume 
to propose any body to so high a trust, but a* 
person of known honour and integrity; and oi 
whose abilities, and impartiality in the Chair, 
the last House of Commons had had the 
greatest experience ; which, he believed, would 
be a much stronger inducement to all gentle- 
men, than any thing he could mention : that, 
after this short character of the person, it would 
be easy to guess his proposition ; and that the 
very naming Spencer Compton, esq. would 
suggest to gentlemen many more and better 
reasons than be could add : And therefore 
moved, " That Spencer Compton, esq. might 
take the Chair of the House." Then , , 

Charles Talbott, esq. eldest son of the bishop 
of Durham, said: — That, at the opening of this 
parliament, he saw every corner of the Hoose 
so crouded, that it was to him an earnest of 
a greater public spirit, or greater love of liberty, 
in this House of Commons, than had appeared 
in any of their predecessors: that he hoped 
every gentleman came here, resolved to support, 
the liberty of the subject, the just rights of the- 
crown, and our present happy establishment in*, 
church and state :— That if this were their^ 
sense, and if gentlemen were inclined to give 
assurances ofit to their country, it was impos- 
sible to give a more convincing proof, than by 
placing again in the Chair the honourable per- 
son that had been named, who had been always 
distinguished for his love of liberty, and unal- 
terable adherence to our present establish- 
ment: — That if there be yet any enemies to, 
our peace, who have entertained imaginary 
hopes, that the people of this kingdom have the 
least inclination to exchange a Protestant for a 
Popish government, let ns shew by the known 
character of the person who we place at our 
head, what they are to expect from this House 
of Commons: — That it was always of the 
greatest importance, and absolutely necessary 
to. the regularity of the proceedings of the 
House, to have in the chair a person remark* 
able for his knowledge in the laws of parlia- 
ment; and therefore he should second th# mo- 
tion to put the honourable person again into^ 
his former station : a station which is indeed, 
attended with infinite labour and difficulty;* 
and is the greatest public trust that can be re- 
posed in any man : But, That the honourable 
person named had, in the course of seven years, 
gone through such a vast variety of business, as 
shewed there was not any labour impossible for 
him to conquer, though of the greatest diffr- 
culty ; and that no trust had ever been reposed 
in him, which lie did not discharge with the 
greatest equality, fidelity, and honour, to the 
intire satisfaction of every gentleman in the 
House ; and when we have thai honourable per* ] 



had leave to petition, which he did, and re- 
newed it in Sess. 2, 
Craill,$c. 

David Scott, and Philip Anstruther, — Double 
return ; the former not duly returned, but 
Mr. Scott petitioned, complaining of an un- 
due election, and Mr. Anstruther was voted 
duly elected. 

Dysart, SfC 

Thomas Leslie, — Not duly returned, but had 

leave to petition. 
James Sinclair, — Major in the third regiment of 
foot guards. 

Inverkithen, $e. 
H. Cuningham, j on. 

Glasgow, SfC. 
Daniel Campbell. 

Selkirk, tfc. 
Daniel Weir,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

March 17, 1785. 
John Murray. - . 

Haddington, SfC. 
Sir James Dalrymple, — Auditor general in 
Scotland. 

Dumfries, <jrc . 
William Douglas. 

Wigtoun, SfC, 
Will. Dalrymple,— -Colonel in the foot guards. 

Air, SfC. 

William Stuart, — Remembrancer of the Exche- 
quer, in Scotland. • 

List of thi Sxxteek Peers or Scotland. 

Duke of Montrose 

Roxburgh 
Marquis of Tweedale 
Earl of Sutherland 

Rothes, (died in 172t.) In 
his stead 

Finlater and Seafield. 

Buchan 

Haddington 

Loudoun 

Selkirk 

Aberdeen 

Orkney 

Stair 

Bute 

Hopetoun 
Deioraine 
Isla. 

Spencer Compton, esq, chosen Speaker.] The 
Commons being returned to their House, 

Lord Stanhope, son and heir apparent of the 
earl of Chesterfield, one of the gentlemen of the 
bedchamber to the prince of Wales, said; That 
the House having attended his Majesty, and 
]mvii& received his Majesty's commands, by the 
Lord Chancellor, to return to their House, and 
choose a Speaker; bethought, that, consider- 
ing the present circumstances of the x times 1 and 
the many important affairs that seemed urgent 
to come before this House, the House ought in, 
thfc"fiM step, to give his Majesty, and the whole 
n*tien> Convincing prooft of their firm adher- 
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Bat the Members crying, No, no : 
Mr. Compton went up into the Chair : but, 
before be sat down, he said, That since gentle* 
sfreh "were determined to replace him in the 
Chair, he must return them his thanks for the 
great honour they had done him ; but he hoped, 
at the Same time; they would give him Jeave to 
lay his inabilitv before \his Majesty, that his 
Majesty's service, and the service of his coun- 
try, might not suffer by his insufficiency; but 
that they might have an opportunity of making 
a' "better choice: 

. ' But the Members cried, No, no: And 
thereupon Mr. Compton sat down in the Chair; 
tfnd the mace, which before lay under the table, 
was laid upon the table. 
^ 'pien Mr. Comptroller said, he congratu- 
lated the House on their having so unani- 
mously concurred in the choice of the same 
person to be their Speaker, who had, in the 
fe'st parliament, discharged the duty of that im- 
portant f»ost with honour, integrity, ability, and 
impartiality: that he did not doubt but their 
choice would be verj agreeable to bw Majesty; : 



and the whole kingdom v and bis Majesty bar- 
ing, at the same time he commanded the House 
to choOse a Speaker, appointed them td' pre* 
sent him to his Majesty, at the bar of the 
House of" Lords, on Thursday next, he moved; 
That the House do adjourn ; which was done 
accordingly. 

The Speaker'* Speech to the fing on being 
presented and approved of.} Qct. '11. The 
King came to the House of Lords with the 
usual solemnity; and the House of C otnno n t 
attending, * 

The Speaker elect addressed bis Majesty as 
follows: 



fSJ £AJt|* HISfK>IlY, ? Gsoig* t 171».— Xhc Speaker 9 * Spwk to the JSpg, 

-son among us, can we be in the least doubt one 
foment td call him agajnT to the same Chair ; 
and desire him once more to sacrifice his own 
ease and quiet', to the 1 service of this House, 
and his country? And; That he hoped every 
gentleman would concur in the motion, That 
the hoa. Spencer Compton, esq. may take the 
Chair." 1 \ v 

* 'Then the House calling Mr. Compton to the 
Chair; • ' •** . 

Mr. Compton stood up in bis place, and said ; 
u That he waa very much obliged to the noble 
lord, and honourable gentleman, for the great 
honour thgy had done him, in proposing him 
again for the chair; and that if he had the 
teast share of those abilities they had compli- 
mented him with, he should know his duty bet- 
ter, tnan to decline the service of his country, 
though attended with the greatest difficulties 
but ne was so conscious of his own want of 
abilities to discharge the duty of the chair; 
and so many gentlemen were witnesses of it in 
the last parliament ; and his own experience 
bad taught him to be most sensible' of it him- 
self ; he did therefore really wish' the noble 
lord, and honourable person, would withdraw 
their motion ; or that some other gentleman 
would propose a fitter person, which nobody 
could desire with more sincerity than he did." 

Bur the House again calling Mr. Compton to 
the chair ; he was taken out of his place by the 
lord Stanhope and Mr. Talbot ; who led him 
from the bar of the House up to the Chair : 
where, upon the first step, he said; 

" That, notwithstanding gentlemen had per- 
mitted him to come thus far, which he could 
impute to* nothing but the good opinion they 
entertained of the nobte lord and honourable 
gentleman, who had done him the honour to 
propose him ; he hoped, even they themselves 
would be satisfied with the House's having thus 
far complied with their propositions ; and that 
ie* might now have leave to return to his 
placed ' 



• u May it please your Majesty, 

" The knights, citizens, and burgesses, in 
parliament assembled, having in obedience tor 
your Majesty's commands, proceeded to the 
choice or a Speaker, do now humbly attend 
to present me to your Majesty, ms the person 
they have called to that service a 'but as Pan* 
conscious of my own weakness, add as my 
want of ability cannot be unknown to yoar 
Majesty, I most earnestly beseech your Majesty 
to accept my excuse, and to command your Com- 
mons to present to your Majesty some other per- 
son more worthy of your royal approbation. 9 
Then the Lord Chantellor 9 ~tn\dng direction* 
from his Majesty, said ; 
u Mr. Compton, 

" You have so long, and so very .well, dis- 
charged the important trust of Speaker of the* 
House of Commons ; and bis Majesty has bad 
so full experience of your zeal for his service, 
and for the interests of your country, which are 
really inseparable ; that he is pleated to com- 
mand me to tell you, that he is perfectly well 
satisfied with the choice which his Commons 
have made of you now to be their Speaker ; and 
therefore does not admit of your excuse; but 
allows of, and confirms, you to be Speaker. 9 
Then Mr. Speaker said ; 
" Since it is your Majesty's pleasure to ap- 
prove the choice your Commons have made, it 
is ray duty to submit; and to endeavour to 
suppl y my want of capacity, by a diligent ap- 
plication to the discharge of this trust, which I 
am commanded to undertake.— The experience 
I have had of your Majesty's great goodness, in 
pardoning my past errors, encourages me to 
nope, that any involuntary mistakes I may here- 
after make, will receive a favourable construc- 
tion*! And I intirely rely on your AJajesty's 
justice and goodness, that none of my failing* or. 
infirmities may be imputed to your faithful Com- 
mons; in whose name, I lay claim, by humble 
Petition to your Majesty, td all their antient 
and accustomed rights, privileges, and immu- 
nities; particularly, That, for their better at* 
tendance on the public service, their persons, 
estates, and servants, may be free from arrests, 
suits, and molestations : That they may nave 
liberty and freedom of 'speech, for the* better 
management of their debates: That they rWy 
have free access to your Majesty,ajkan,conv%nien^' 
times, as occasion shall require : Arid that their 
proceedings may be free IromTOiscbnst ruction," 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



and receive the most favourable interpreta* 

tion."' 1 

Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving further 
directions from his Majesty, said; 

Mr. Speaker, 
"Iain commanded by his Majesty to say, 
that - his Majesty, being fully assured of the 
prudence, loyalty, and good affections, of the 
HoUse of Commons, does most willingly grant 
to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as 
they have at any time been granted or allowed by 
any of Jus Majesty's royal predecessors: And, as 
to what you have said in relation to yourself, his 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to put the 
best 'arid .most favourable constructions upon 
your words and actions, in the discharge of 
your duty, as Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons." 

The Kings Speech on Opening the Session.] 
Then Tits Majesty was pleased to say, 
' " My Lords and Gentlemen, I have ordered 
my £ord Chancellor to declare to you, in my 
name and words, the causes of calling this 
Parliament." 

Then the Lord Chancellor said, 

" tyfy Lords and Gentlemen ; I have re- 
ceived his Majesty's commands from the throne, 
to declare to you in bis Majesty's name and 
words, the' causes of hid calling this parliament, 
as follows: 

My Lords, and Qentlemen, 

« I; am concerned to find myself obliged, at 
the opening of this parliament, to acquaint 
you, that a' dangerous conspiracy has been for 
some tlirie fGrmed, and is still carrying on, 
against my person and government, in favour 
of a Popish PretendeT. 

" The discoveries I have made here, the in« 
formations 1 have received from iny ministers 
abroad, and the intelligences I have had from the 
powers in "alliance with roe, and indeed from 
most parts of Europe, have given me most 
ample and concurrent proofs of this wicked 
design. 

"The conspirators have, by their emissa- 
ries, made the strongest instances for assistance 
from foreign powers ; but were disappointed 
in their expectations. However, confiding in 
their numbers, and hot discouraged by their 
former ill success, they resolved once more,, 
upon their own* strength, to, attempt the sub- 
version of my government. 

"To tins end ? they provided considerable 
sums of money, engaged great numbers of of- 
ficers' from abroad, secured large quantities of 
arms and ammunition, and thought themselves 
in such readiness, that had not the conspiracy 
been 'Vimely discovered, we should without 
dpubt, before now, have seen the whole nation^ 
audjrarricularly the city of London, involved in 
blood and confusion. 

*f!The care I. have taken has, by the bless-, 
iiig ofGfod, hitherto prevented the execution of 
their traiteroai projects. 1fhe troops have 
be^n ^'ej^amped all this summer ; six regiments \ 
O^WB ^^57 ««^ea^ry fox'i^^ecurity oF^at] 



kingdom) have been brought over from Ire- 
land. The States General have given ma 
assurances, that they would keep a consider* 
abj^body of forces in a readiness to embark 
on the first notice of their being wauted here, 
which was all I desired of them ; being deter- 
mined not to put iny people tetany more ex- 
pence than what was absolutely necessary for 
their peace and security. 

** Some of the Conspirators have been taken 
up. and secured; and endeavours are used for 
the apprehending others. 
'* " My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

" Having thus in general laid befpre you the 
state of the present Conspiracy, I must leave to 
your consideration what is proper, and neces- 
sary to be done, for the^quiet and safety of the 
kingdom. I cannot but believe the hopes and 
expectations of bur enemies are very ill ground- 
ed, in flattering themselves that the late discon- 
tents, occasioned by private losses and misfor- 
tunes, however industriously and maliciously 
fomented, are turned into disaffection, and a 
spirit of rebellion. 

" Had I, since my accession to the throne, 
ever attempted any innovation in our establish- 
ed religion ; had I, in any one instance, invaded 
the liberty or property of my subjects ; I should 
less wonder at any endeavours to alienate the 
affections of my people, and draw them into 
measures that can end in nothing but their own 
destruction. 

" But to hope to persuade a free people* in 
fulf enjoyment of all that is dear and valuable 
to them, to exchange freedom for slavery, the 
Protestant religion for Popery, and to sacrifice 
at once the price of so much blood and treasure 
as have been spent in defence of our present 
establishment, seems an infatuation not to be 
accounted for : but, however vain and unsuc- 
cessful these desperate projects may prove in 
the end, they have at present so far the desired 
effect, as to create uneasiness and diffidence in 
the minds of my people, which our enemies la- . 
bour to improve to their own advantage. By 
forming Plots, they depreciate all property that 
is vested in the Public Funds ; and then com- 
plain of the low state of Credit ; they make an 
increase of the national expences necessary, 
and then clamour at the burthen of .taxes \ and 
endeavour to impute to my government as 
grievances, the mischiefs andcalamities which, 
they alone create and occasion. 

" I wish for nothing more, than to see the 
Public Expences lessened, and the great Na- 
tional Debt put in a method of being gradually 
reduced and discharged, with a strict regard to; 
parliamentary faith; and a more favourable 
opportunity could never have been hoped for 
than the state of profound peace, which we now 
enjoy ' with alj our neighbours. But Public 
Credft will always languish, under daily alarms 
ana} apprehensions o£ public danger ; an,d, as 
the enemies of our peace have been able to 
bring t^is immediate mischief upon us, nothing 
can prevent theiij #6m cohtinumg to subject, 
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distresses, but tbe wisdom, zeal and vigorous 
resolutions, of this parliament. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" I have ordered tbe Accompts to be made 
up, and laid before you, of the extraodinary 
charge that has been incurred this summer, for 
tbe defence ami safety of the kingdom ; and I 
baVe been particularly careful not to direct 
any expence to be made greater, or sooner, 
than was of absolute necessity. 

"I have likewise ordered Estimates to be 
prepared, and laid before you, for the service 
of the year ensuing : and I hope the further 
provisions, which the treasonable practices of 
our enemies have * made necessary for our 
common safety, may be ordered with such 
frugality, as very little to exceed, the supplies 
,ot the last year. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I need not tell you of what infinite con- 
cern H is to the peace and tranquillity of tbe 
kingdom, that this parliament should upon this 
occasion exert themselves with a more than 
ordinary zeal and vigour. An entire union 
among all that sincerely wish well to the pre- 
sent establishment is now become absolutely 
necessary. Our enemies have too long taken 
.advantage from your differences and dissen- 
tions. Let it be known, that the spirit of 
Popery, which breathes nothing but confusion 
to the civil and religious rights of a Protestant 
Church and Kingdom, however abandoned 
some few may be in despite of all obligations 
divine and human, has not so far possesed my 
people, as to make them ripe for such a fatal 
change. Let the world see, that tbe general 
disposition of the nation is no invitation to 
Foreign Powers to invade us, nor encourage- 
ment to domestic enemies to kindle a civil' war 
in tbe bowels of the kingdom. Your own in- 
terest and welfare call upon you to defend 
yourselves. I shall wholly rely upon the Di- 
vine Protection, the support of my Parlia- 
ment, and the affections of my People, which 
I shall endeavour to preserve, by steadily ad- 
bereing to the Constitution in Church and 
State, and continuing to make the laws of the 
realm the rule and measure of all my actions." 

Debate in the Lords on the Bill for the 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act.] As 
soon a* the King was withdrawn, and the 
Commons returned to their House, his grace 
tbe duke of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, took notice of the horrid Conspi- 
racy lately formed and still carrying on, against 
bis Majesty's sacred person and government ; 
shewed the necessity of strengthening the 
bands df bis Majesty's ministers, in order to a 
foil detection and entire suppression of those 
traiterous designs and practices; and there- 
upon, with the leave of the House, presented a 
Bill for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, 
and empowering bis Majesty to secure and de- 
tain such persons as his Majesty shall suspect 
are conspiring against his person and govern* 
pent, for the space of on* year* After the 



first reading of tbe said Bill, $ motion was 
made for reading it a second time immedi- 
ately, which was strenuously opposed, but after 
a long and warm debate, the question being* 
put thereupon was carried by a majority of 67 
voices against 24. The Bill being, accordingly 
read a second time, and committed, the House 
adjourned during pleasure, and being quickly 
after resumed, they went into a Committee 
upon the said Bill, his grace the duke of Whar- 
ton being in tbe chair. Tfie Committee, after 
some speeches went through the Bill, and 
filled up the blank for the continuance of tbe 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act witb tbe 
words, ' until the 24th day of October 1793/ 
The House being resumed, the duke of Whar- 
ton reported the said Bill, witb the Amend* 
ment made thereto, which occasioned another 
very warm and obstinate debate. 

The Earls of Anglesea, Cowper, Stafford, 
and Coningsby, the Lords Trevor, Bathurst, 
and Bingley, represented, That tbe Habeas 
Corpus Act being, on all hands, admitted to 
be the greatest and strongest bulwark of Eng- 
lish liberty, it did not consist witb the wisdom 
of parliament, to suspend it without an abso- 
lute necessity. That, indeed, in cases of ac- 
tual rebellion, or intended invasion, that act 
had been, at times before, suspended ; but yet 
this was done sparingly, by degrees, and never 
for above tbe term of six months. That this 
consideration put them under a very melan- 
choly apprehension for the very being or ef- 
fect of tnat excellent law ; since the suspen- 
sion of it for a year, might be as good a pre- 
cedent for the Suspending it, on another occa- 
sion, for the term of two years, as any former 
precedent was now for the present suspension. 1 
That the horrid Conspiracy, which occasioned 
this suspension, having been discovered five 
months before, and divers of the conspirators 
imprisoned for it a considerable time past, it 
was very unreasonable to suppose, that tbe 
danger of this plot, in the hands of an able, 
faithful, and diligent minister, would continue 
for a year or more yet to come, and that in so 
high a degree as to require a suspension of tbe 
liberty of the subject. That, indeed, their 
just apprehensions would in great measure be 
removed, if his Majesty, on whose known 
equity, goodness, and clemency they entirely 
depended, would remain amongst us during 
the whole time of this suspension : but that 
his Majesty not having visited bis dominions 
abroad these two last years, would very pro- 
bably leave the kingdom the next spring. 
That in his Majesty's absence this great power 
of imprisoning the subjects at will, and detain- 
ing them in prison until the 24th of October 
1723, and for as much longer time as till thej 
can after that, take the benefit of the Habeas * 
Corpus Act, (if they could then do it at all) * 
would be lodged in the hands of our fellow- 
subjects, who could not be supposed to be 1 
above all prejudices and partialities, as they' , 
were sure bis Majesty was ; and who, besides, * 
might bare private resentments to gratify. ' 
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Tbat this Bill dia\ *in effect, vest the ministers 1 
with an authority' almost as arbitrary and ex- 
tensive as that of a Roman Dictator, since 
tbey might inflict even on innocent persons, 
who shall have the misfortune to displease 
them, a punishment of above a year's imprison- 
ment, which comes little short of death, and 
which oftentimes occasions it. That the dic- 
tatorial power, among the Romans, was al- 
ways laid down immediately after the occasion 
for which it was given was over; and it was 
remarkable, that it was never continued much 
longer, until a little before the Roman Com- 
monwealth, from which all other states draw so 
many maxims of government, lost its liberties. 
That so long a suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act, weakens the provision made in the 
Bill for the Members of either House of Par-^ 
liament, ' That they shall not be committed or 
4 detained, the parliament sitting, until the 

* matter be first communicated, and the con- 

* sent obtained of the Souses respectively, ' 
since it is very probable, the parliament will 
not be sitting tne greatest part of the time, 
for which this bill was enacted, would con- 
tinue a law : that such is the weakness of 
Imman nature, that the apprehension of what 
might befal a member of parliament while 
the parliament is not sitting might have some 
influence on the freedom of parliament : tbat 
since so long a suspension was liable to so 
many inconveniencies, tbey thought most ad- 
▼iseable to reduce it to the term of six months ; 
at the end of which, if there appeared a ne- 
f cessity for it, it might be continued six months 
longer, as was done before in this very reign, 
during the late rebellion. 

These objections to the bill Itself, or con- 
tinuance of it for a 'year, were answered by 
the lords Townshend, Harcourt, Carteret, the 
dukes of Argyle, Wharton, and Newcastle, 
and some others. They represented, That 
the Habeas Corpus, act bad been suspended 
upon much less important occasions, upon bare 
intimations of a plot; whereas the king bad 
now laid before the parliament the particulars 
of a conspiracy to introduce a Popish prince : 
that it was necessary the suspension should 
continue a whole year, since tne conspirators 
(who probably would lie still all the winter) 
would exert themselves in the summer when 
the parliament was up; and might flatter 
themselves with the hopes of foreign assis- 
tance.* 



♦The substance of the arguments in sup- 
port of the Bill was, a few days after, published 
m a London Journal, as follows : 

" In the present uneasiness, which is very 
natural to Englishmen, upon every suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus act ; and which is in- 
dnstriously and artfully heightened, upon oc- 
casion of the act just now passed to that pur- 
pose ; it is not enough to tell them, in general,, 
that k is an. act absolutely necessary to secure 
them from ruin, and from the total loss of all' 
*tf*i acts, and of this Habeas Corpus Act 



Protest against the Bill for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus Act.] Then the question 
being put to agree with the committee, it 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

Dissentient" 

" 1. Because the Act, commonly called the 
Habeas Corpus Act, i9 admitted on all hands 



itself. But, it is necessary for us all, before we 
can or ought to be satisfied in so important a 
point, to enter carefully, into the particular 
questions, which naturally arise upon this 
subject; and which must be sifted and de- , 
bated, before any one^ who loves his country 
and his liberty, can acquiesce. 
" 1. Whether it be fit, upon any occasion, 
to suspend the ordinary operation of the Ha* 
* beas Corpus Acj,? 5. Whether there be any 
' reason sufficient to make it fit to do it now ? 

3. Whether if it ought now to be done, it 
' ought to be done for so long a time as a 
' year? ' these take in every thing relating to 
the point in hand. 

" The first of these questions has been resolved 
constantly without any hesitation in the affir- 
mative by the wisdom of all parliaments, evei 
since the making that act. Their behaviour, 
and the laws made by them, have ever shewed 
that it was a determined case with them, that 
upon occasion of any conspiracy against the 
state, (the execution of which always depends 
upon the persons of the conspirators, and the 
liberty tbey enjoy to advise and to act,) it was 
absolutely necessary to grant to the executive 
power, for a time, a right to apprehend and de 
tain the persons of such as should be suspected 
to have a part in it. Otherwise, they always 
argued, there must soon be an end of* our es- 
tablishment, and all our liberties; and that 
without this, the Habeas Corpus Act itself 
must be much worse than mere dirty parch- 
ment or waste paper : for it must be itself the 
very instrument and immediate occasion of 
that ruin, and loss of liberty, it was designed 
to prevent. . Accordingly, seven times, since 
the revolution, has that act suffered suspen- 
sion, as absolutely necessary to the preservation 
of the act itself, and all the privileges of it. 
Seven times have our predecessors, with one, 
voice in parliament, decreed such a power to 
the crown, for tne preventing total ruin. *And 
this, with the highest reasons of state, allowed 
of and practised upon, by all states and king- 
doms; and by none more, than where the 
greatest liberty has flourished, which has caused 
the greatest dread of losing it. 

"But there need not examples. . The rea- 
son of the thing is plain. For what indeed 
avails it to have a good constitution, if there 
be not in that constitution somewhere lodged 
a power of preserving itself by. extraordinary 
methods, upon extraordinary occasions ? What 
imports it, .to have a roll of parchment, called 
an act of parliament for the liberty of the sub- 
ject ; if, at the call of imminent danger, which; 
threatens the destruction of this act* and all 
act*, there be not a. poorer lodged and exerted; 
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to be the great bulwark of the liberty of the 
subject; and therefore, although in esses of 
actual rebellion and intended invasion, chat 
Act lias been at times before suspended, yet 
iv was done sparingly and by degrees ; and 
the utmost term for which it has been suspend- 
ed* at any one time, has been the term of six 
months; which consideration puts us under a 

to confine the persons of some, that the persons 
of all may not suffer by that liberty, which such 
conspirators enjoy, merely by virtue of this act? 
To^what purpose will it be afterwards to ask, why 
did 'not they who knew of these conspirators, 
and who were to guard against them, at least 
confine them where they could do no mischief? 
The answer must be, because they had no 
power by law to do it. The question then will 
be equally in vain, Why did they not ask and 
demand it of parliament ? Why, because they 
had a veneration for the Habeas Corpus Act, 
the darling and defence of the people. The 
next voice will then be this, Why do you tell 
vs of our darling and our defence ? call 
it no longer by 'those names; it is our 
poison and ruin, if a regard to that has brought 

Slestruction upon us; and prevented the mea- 
ures which alone could have saved us. We 
are now dead, far fear of death; and have lost 
this act, and all the effect Of it, for ever, oat of 
a superstitious dread of suffering traitors to lose 
the benefit of it for a season. 

* The second of the foregoing questions is 
answered under the first. It only depends 
upon this, whether there be in fact, a design of 
introducing a Popish prince, at the hazard of 
all, that is valuable to Britons and Protestants, 
now going on. Whoever doubts of this in his 
own soul, I am free to give him leave to be in- 
tirely and for ever dissatisfied with . every 
thing done to prevent it; because I am con- 
fident no one can doubt it, who has eyes, or 
ears, or common understanding; Whoever 
does not doubt it, can no more doubt of the 
reasonableness of following the .usual method 
chalked out to us by all preceding parlia- 
ments, and by all free governments in the 
, world. After what the king has, with the ut- 
most solemnity, laid before the parliament, it 
had been, in my poor opinion, much more' sin- 
cere and becoming, to have addressed him in 
bumble manner, and begged of him to return 
in peace to his own people abroad, than to 
have delayed one hour to give him that tes- 
timony of their confidence, and those assur- 
ances of their zeal, which every parliament 
since did revolution had upon much less de- 
clarations, given to his' predecessors. In what 
a condition indeed, had his and our amirs 
appeared to alt abroad, if they had seen the 
parliament of Britain itself colcT and indifferent 
in such a cause, and denying their present 
ltin^ the powers necessary even for the preser- 
vation of his own life against violence, » well 
as of the ^whoie constitution against 'ruin? 
"But the third question crWA tha'aW 



very melancholy apprehension for the very 
being or effect of that excellent law ; since the 
present suspension of it, for the term of a year 
or more, will be as full as good an authority, 
in point of precedent, for the suspending it ou 
another occasion for the term of two years, as 
any former precedent is now for the present 
suspension daring one year and more. 



'year?' Upon this, it is worth remembering, 
that there was no formal contest, as I am in- 
formed, in parliament, about the doing the 
thing itself. It was by most allowed,', or sup* 
posed to be right and necessary : though at 
every proper place, arguments were thrown in,' 
which plainly enough shewed, that there lay 
the grief, that it should be done at all.- How- 
ever, to gain a greater number, that was given 
up. Some would consent to it for three, some 
for four, and some for six months. But they 
could not possibly (such was their love to their 
country!) consent to it for twelve month's. 
When I heard this, I presently thought :w#n 
myself, What? Can these persons tfust^han^* 
selves, and us, and all their fellow subjects/* in 
the hands of the ministers for six months'? 
A,nd is it so terrible a thing to do it for six 
months more ? If they can be safe and secure 
in this for the first six months, and the condi- 
tion of affairs requires it, surely they may be 
safe for the last six months ? If such misery 
and Calamity be in the matter ; such horror 
and dread, that the government by the bow 
string is better, why is it consented to for six 
months; why for four months? Nay why for 
one ? But if six months can be reasonably 
allowed, let us tjry, whether another six months 
may not be as reasonable. No. It is too 
much ; it is too long to trust such a power. 
I grant it ; twelve months is too long a time. 
Sd is six months. So is four months. So is 
four days. But if twelve months be neces- 
sary; if the occasion requires and demands 
such a time ; it istj ust as fitting, as twelve days 
or twelve hours. It is a pain and a grief to 
think of doing it at all. No Englishman can 
consent to it, but with reluctance. But to 
none can it be half so pungent, or half so un- 
easy, as to those who are to execute it, (if ne- 
cessity calls ,them to it,) unless they are mon- 
sters, void of all concern and hardened into 
stone. * 

" Take, therefore, my notion of .this affair 
in short. If this were the spring time of the 
year, there is no one, I believe,' who" would 
have asked, and no one who would havie con- 
sented to give more than six months, because 
that space of time would take in all ,the sum- 
mer, and reach down towards the, meeting! of 
the parliament again : and the summer ,b©n^ 
the time always of {he greatest danger, thai 
would* be 'provided for ^ and the sessions would 
come on time enough to make farther provision 
if necessary. This is the case at prjer^^ 
There is' a certainty of a more resolute jAk 
, (with several persons .of nbteactueJly 
than perhaps' has > ever yet'fcw 
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" 2. The detestable conspiracy which occa- 
sions the present suspension, having been 
discovered and signified tp the city of London 
above five months since, and divers imprisoned 
for it a considerable time past, we cannot but 
conceive it to be highly unreasonable to sup- ' 
pose, t hat the danger of this plot, in the hands 
of a faithful and diligent ministry, will con- 
tinue for a year and more yet to come, and 
that in so high a degree as to require a sus- 
pension of the liberty of rhe subject (for so we 
take* it to be), during all that time. 

" 3. His Majesty ,haviug not visited his domi- 
nions abroad these two last years, will very pro, 

There must be a provision at present, because 
the design is at present working, far from being 
at an end. Put the case now, that this new 
law were to cake effect but for four or six 
months, and that at the end of that term the 
ministers were to represent the necessity of 
prolonging it, (as was proposed by some,) if 
any such necessity should then appear. Not 
to mention the difficulties, and cavils, objec- 
tions and outcries, which would then be raised 
•fresh ; Are we such strangers to the cunning 
And dexterity of such Conspirators, as to doubt 
6hat ail care would be taken to hush every 
thing into peace and quiet ; that every mouth 
would be taught not to open too loud ; much 
more every hand not to stir* during that four or 
six months ; and that there might be such a 
discipline and management exercised; that, if 
it were fit to keep, or to call the parliament 
together, the ministers should not have it in 
£heir power Jfco demonstrate clearly that there 
was any such mark of disturbance stirring, or 
any such treasons still visible, as would he suf- 
ficient to urge the continuance of this act. But 
as soon as that term expired, and the time for 
action came, what would they do, or what 
would they not do, when it would be safe for 
-them to exert themselves again, and they could 
Jiave the benefit of this Habeas Corpus act to 
elude any confinement ? 

u But, it is said, precedents *re against you. 
This suspension never yet was made for so long 
a tjme. It may be so ; though one was conti- 
nued to nine months, pretty near this. But 
precedents are on the side of this material part 
of the provision, that the season in which the 
parliament was not sitting, was always the sea- 
son taken care of, In, this, precedents lead us. 
*and the reason is, because the execution of 
such designs is generally in that season. No 
one ever pretended that a suspension for six or 
nine months was a precedent for a suspension . 
for twelve months: nor therefore can the pre- 
sent suspension for one year, ever be a prece- 
* dent for a suspension hereafter for two years ; 
ne some would seem to fear, though there be an 
absurdity in the very supposition. But the 
in former suspensions, to guard against 
er in that part of the year when the parlia- 
; would not be sitting, was justly affirmed 
jfco Jbe a precedent forihe same car* in the pre- 
sent suspension : which could not .have wen 
Ye*. VIII. 



bably, leave the kingdom the next •spring to that 
end ; in which case, this great power of sus- 
pecting and imprisoning the subjects at will, 
and detaining them in prison till the 24th of 
October, 1723, and for as much longer tun* 
as till they can, after that, take the benefit of 
the Habeas Corpus Act (if they can then do it 
at all) will be lodged in the hands of some of our 
fellow subjects, who, we are not so sure, will be 
above all prejudices and partialities, as we are, 
that his Majesty will. 

u 4. This weakens the provision made in the 
Bill for the Lords, and Members of the other 
House of Parliament, ' That tbey shall not be 

shewn, without extending the term through the 
summer. Accordingly, it is impossible that 
extending the present act to the summer can 
be a preceJent any farther, than for taking care 
of the interval between sessions and sessions. 

" Seven times has this act, in the same form, 
passed ; but never with more certain and un- 
doubted necessity, than at present. It always 
guarded against the danger of the summer; 
and this cannot do the same, without remaining 
in force for a year. If it be a melancholy 
» thing to think of such a suspension, whom must 
Englishmen thank for such an evil, but those 
who by their repeated designs make it abso- 
lutely necessary ? Whom must they curse, if 
such designs had prevailed for want of a sus- 
pension, but an administration that would not 
contend for it? It may be abused, without 
doubt ; there is a possibility of that. But there 
is a probability it will not, because it never has 
made matter for so much as one complaint, 
under the seven foregoing trials; aW for m 
stronger reason, because it is evidently personal 
destruction to those ministers, who attempt to 
abuse iu But the possibility of such abuse it 
no argument against the necessity of extraor- 
dinary methods ; and is greatly, outweighed by 
the certainty or high probability of confusion 
first, and ruin afterwards, without it. Nor can. 
I compare this dread of preventing a present 
ruin by a method, which has in it the bare pos- 
sibility of being abused, to any thing better, 
than to the temper of a man, who, bearing die 
main beam of his house crack, and seeing it ail 
yielding and tumbling upon his head, resolves 
not to escape out Of it too rashly, because it is 
barely possible that a tile may fall from the top 
of the house upon his head. Something must 
he hazarded to save all ; and when the whole is 
in danger, a part must not have all! our care. 
A power to save is always in some degree a 
power to Jjurt. A power to do good always 
carries with it a power (though not a right) to 
do evil. But power must be- trusted some- 
where upon such occasions; and the. y trust it 
most reasonably, who trust it for a season ef 
necessity only, where self interest and self pre* 
servation forbid the abuse of it. I say, self pre- 
servation. For it is at their own peril, that the 
ministers act under such a law s and they must 
know assuredly, and if there be the least abuse 
of the power given them, through malice or 
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*ommitted v or detained (the Parliament sitting) 
without the consent of the Houses respect- 
ively;' since it is very probable the Parlia- 
ment will, not be sitting the greatest part of 
r the time for which this Bill, if enacted, will 
' continue a law* and such is the weakness of 
human nature, that we cannot be assured, but 
that the apprehension of what mayhefal any 
Member of Parliament, While the Parliament 
is not sitting, may have some "influence on 
the freedom of acting and debating in Parlia- 
ment. 

w 6. The dictatorial power was always ended 
er laid down immediately when the urgent 
* occasion for it was over, and was never con- 
tinued much longer, till a little before -that 
great state (from which all others"draw so many 

maxims of government) lost its liherties 

(Signed.) W. Ebor', Aylesford, Gower, Os- 
borne, Fran. Cestriens', Ashburnham, 
Guilford, Craven, Cowper, Scarsdale, 
Trevor, Hay, Masham, Bathurst, Straf- 
ford, Anglesea, Bingley, Litchfield, 
Uibridge." 

Then the Bill with the said amendment was 
read a third time, passedw4thout a divi- 
sion, and sent down to the Commons. 

The Lords 9 Address of Thanks to the King 
for his Speech relating to the Conspiracy^] 
Oct. 12. The House of Lords presented the 
following Address to his Majesty : 

" Most Gracious Sovereign, 
u We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the I/>rds spiritual and temporal in 
Parliament assembled, humbly return your 

wantonness, at their hands it will be v required; 
and at the end of the term allowed, the men 
themselves, who vested this power in them, will 
meet together with as great an indignation 
against them, and resolution to destroy them, 
as they now have shewn with regard to the 
Conspirators. There is a day of reckoning. 
This is security enough, even in the opinion of 
those who can think a ministry vile enough 
without it, to be wicked merely ror wickedness 
take. And the security is the same, as well in 
•the absence" of his majesty (which some have 
been pleased unnecessarily to suppose, to 
heighten their argument) as in his presence. 
For as a king of Qreat Britain, though present, 
is never supposed to act, but by bis ministers, 
and they are accountable for all that is done ; 
so, in his absence, if there can be a difference, 
they are much more, but without doubt, equal- 
ly, accountable ; no other character that can 
be given them, altering at all their ministerial 
office, or rendering them at all the less free from 
the apprehension and awe of a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

" Bat why so much zeal against this length 
of time, when it cannot shew itself without 
gross self-contradiction ? They who make this 
objection from a supposed absence, themselves 
profess a readiness to conjkut this act wto*he j 



Majesty the Thanks of this House for your Ma- 
jesty's most gracious Speech from the throne, 
and for communicating to your parliament the 
dangerous Designs formed, and still carrying 
on, against your majesty's most sacred person 
and government, in favour of a Popish Preten- 
der. 

w Wecatonot sufficiently express our detes- 
tation and abhorrence thereof, or our just in- 
dignation against all sucl; as hate, by any means 
whatsoever, traiterously endeavoured to alien- 
ate the affections of your Majesty's good sub- 
jects, or, by maliciously fomenting any of theft* 
late discontents, bowever occasioned, to raise 
them to a spirit of rebellion. 

" We think ourselves in duty bound, on this 
occasion, to declare our very- great satisfaction 
in the wise measures taken by vour Majesty, 
which, by the blessing of God have hitherto 
disappointed the treasonable projects of all 
your enemies, and happily preserved the peace 
and tranquillity of the kingdom. 

" Could the enemies of our peace have pro- 
cured a foreign force to invade us, and, by 
such assistance, a rebellion to have been raised 
in the heart of your kingdom, though we assure 
ourselves so desperate an attempt must have 
ended in their own destruction, it is not yet to 
be doubted, but that the city of London, whose 
wealth and influence have been so constantly 
employed in opposing Popery and arbitrary 
power, would nave felt the utmost efforts of 
their fury, and the kingdom been made a scene 
of bloodshed and confusion. 

"Such of your Majesty's good subjects, at 
may have been unwarily misled at so critical a 
juncture, must now plainly discern the differ- 

summer, if necessary ; which is liable, to the 
same objection. And they who think this act 
so secure from abuse, whilst a parliament is 
sitting to keep power in awe, cannot but know 
that the parliament must meet again at the 
end of this terra ; and that there is in truth as 
effectual and as beneficial an awe from the 
certainty that it must meet then, as from the 
seeing it met now*. 

" If I have omitted, or mistaken, any thing, 
on either side of the question in hand, J shall 
consider it in another paper, having no possible 
interest but that of my country. But in the 
present view of it, I am free to declare, for my- 
self, as one Englishman, that considering the 
nature of the present Conspiracy, and the ex- 
pectations and face of affairs abroad, I would 
not have thanked any of my representatives for 
defending me when I am most secure, and 
leaving me defenceless when I am least so. 
Now, I say, now is the time, (perhaps the only 
time we may have left us,) to shew in the face 
of all the powers of Europe, that we will try'aU 
methods, rather than suffer a Popish bigot to 
be imposed upon us; and that we' have still 
unanimity, spirit, and strength enough, to 
search the present evil to the bottom. I am, 
&c. BRiTANiucr/s," Sea Political State, ▼©£ 
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euce between those great calamities, from 
which, by the blessing of God, they have been 
fiitherto preserved, and the imaginary dangers 
with which they have' been industrious^ 
amused. 

" We cannot but acknowledge with most 
grateful hearts, the inestimable- blessings we 
have enjoyed under your Majesty's government 
during the whole coarse of your reign; .and 
return your Majesty our most unfeigned thanks 
. for your Majesty's most gracious Declaration, 
on which we entirely depend, that your Majes- 
ty will steadily adhere to our constitution in 
church and state, and continue to make the 
laws of the realm the rule and measure of all 
your actions. And we humbly beg leave to 
assure your -Majesty of our most unshaken 
fidelity ; and that we will, to the utmost of our 
power, on all occasions, stand by and assist 
your Majesty against all your enemies whatso- 
ever, both at home and abroad, in maintenance 
of your Majesty's undoubted right and title to 
the Imperial Crown of this realm/' 

. The King's Answer. \ The King's Answer 
was as follows : 

"My Lords; 
u I thank you for this loyal and dutiful Ad* 
dress. So seasonable a mark of your zeal and 
affection will be of the greatest service at this 
critical juncture, and lay me under the strictest 
obligation to use the confidence you repose in 
me to no other ends, than the preservation of 
the public tranquillity, and of the rights and 
liberties of my people." 

Debate in the Commons on the Address of 
Thanks.] Mr. Speaker having afterwards re- 
ported the King's Speech to both Houses, . 

. Mr, William Pulteney stood up, and repre- 
sented the dismal consequences of ^the Plot, if 
it had pleased the Divine Providence that it had 
not- been timely discovered ; and moved for an 
Address of Thanks, on the several heads of bis 
Majesty's Speech, particularly to congratulate 
his Majesty on the timely discovery of the dan- 
gerous and unnatural Conspiracy against his 
Majesty's person and government ; to express 
tfee just detestation and abhorrence his faith- 
ful Commons had of all such traiterous prac- 
tices, and their indignation and resentment 
against the authors and contrivers of them. 

. This was seconded by Mr. Doddington ; 
but ; 

Mr. Shippen moved that to the paragraph, 
' Assuring his Majesty, that his faithful Com- 
' mons would enable him effectually to suppress 
' all remaining spirit of rebellion,' these words 
might be added, ' with due regard to the lrber- 
' py of the subject, the constitution in church 
' and state, and the laws now in force.' 

. He was seconded by sir William Wyndliam, 
member for Somersetshire ; but 

Mr. Pulteney replied, That such a clause 
would be injurious to the King, since it would 
ioo)c like making a condition or bargain with 



his Majesty, and tacitly imply, either that the * 
laws had already been infringed, or that the 
Commons were jealous lest his Majesty should, 
for the, future, break in upon the constitution : 
therefore, instead of the said clause, he pro* 
posed, that at the latter end of the Address, ^ 
they should return his Majesty their Thanks for 
his most gracious Declaration, that he would 
preserve the constitution in church and state, 
and continue to make the laws of the realm 
the rule and measure of all his actions. 

This was seconded by Mr. Yonge. And 
then the question being put, which of the two 
clauses should be made part of the Address, it 
was carried for Mr. Pulteney's clause, without 
any division. After this, a Committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up the said Address. 

Debate in the Commons on the Bill for sus- 
pending the Habeas Corpus 4ct for one Year.} 
Mr. Justice Tracy and Mr. Baron Price hav- 
, ing brought from the Lords, a Bill, ' To im- 
* power his Majesty to secure and detain such 
' persons as his Majesty shall suspect are con- 
' spiring against his person and government 
The same, upon Mr. R. Walp'ole's motion, wa* 
immediately read the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time the next morning. 

Oct. 16. The said Bill was read a second 
time, and a motion being made, and the ques- 
tion put thereupon, That it be committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, the same was 
opposed by 

Mr. C<esar v who represented the dangerous 
consequences of a suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, to the rights and liberties of 
Englishmen. He was seconded by Mr. Hun- 
gerford, member for Scarborough. 

Mr. Bromley said thereupon, That the chief 
objection against this bill being in point of time, 
• and whether the suspension was to continue 
six or twelve months, it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than in a House, and 
therefore he was for committing it; which,, 
after some small opposition, was carried with- 
out dividing. The House being immediately 
resolved into that Committee, and the earl of 
Hertford placed in the chair, 

Mr. Spencer Cozoper stood up, and opened 
the debate. He declared, That h$ and all his 
family had 'come as early and as readily into 
the Revolution, and on all occasions jhad ap- 
peared as zealous for the present happy settle- 
ment as any one : but yet he could not be of , 
1 opinion, to / trust the liberties of the people in 
the hands of any ministry, for so long a time as 
above a year. That neither in king William's 
nor queen Anne's reigns, nor since bis present 
Majesty's accession to the throne, even in times 
of open and actual rebellion, the Habeas. Cor- 
pus act had ever been suspended for above six 
months ; 'and therefore he moved* that the pre- 
sent suspension might be limited to that term. 
He was seconded by Mr. Smith. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll added, That if at the ertd 
of those six months, there appeared to be a ne- 
cessity for. a farther, suspension, he should, and 
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he doubted not bat the whole House would, reft* 
dily come into it. They were answered by 

Sir Robert Raymond (Attorney General) who, 
to shew the necessity of the suspension, for a 
'whole year, said, That the present Conspiracy 
being laid deep, spreading far and wide, and 
consisting of several branches, it, required a 
great deal of time to unravel, and make a full 
discovery of if. 

Mr. Worsley having answered him, he was 
replied to by Sir Giffred Lawson, after which 
the debate was continued between Mr. Hun- 
eerford> Mr. Jefferies, Mr. Hutcheson, and Mr. 
Sloper, who all supported Mr. Cowper's mo- 
tion ; and Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Yonge, and Mr. 
H. Pelham, who were for agreeing to the bill 
without amendments. At last 

Mr. Robert Walpole, Chancellor and Under 
Treasurer of the Exchequer, laid before the 
House some particulars of the detestable and 
dangerous Conspiracy,* which for some time 

* " During the ferment of the general elec- 
tion, the Plot of which bishop Atterbury was 
the head, was detected, and from the mention 
of it in the king's Speech, it became the first 
object which engaged the attention of the legis- 
lature. As- Walpole, frOm his situation and in- 
telligence, procured the earliest information of 
this conspiracy, and took an active share in the 
prosecution, I shall throw together a few anec- 
dotes of bishop Atterbury, and add such new in- 
formation as can be derived from the Orford 
and Walpole papers. 

" Francis Atterbury was born at Middleton 
near Newport Pagnel, in Buckinghamshire, in 
1662. He received his education at Westmin- 
ster school, and was from thence elected a stu- 
dent of Christ Church College Oxford. At both 
places he took indefatigable pains in improving 
himself, and at a very early period, was distin- 
guished for elegance of taste, and kuowle (jge of 
classical literature, winch he displayed in a 
Latin version of Dryden's Absalom and Achi* 
tophel, and a translation of some odes of Horace*. 
In the 24th year of his age he proved his talents 
in controversial writing, by vindicating Marti u 
Luther in a publication, which induced Burnet 
to rank him among those eminent divines who 
had signalised themselves by their admirable 
defences of the Protestant Religion. On taking 
orders, be acquired a high reputation by his 
talent in preaching, and by supporting, against 
Hoadly and Wake, the doctrines of the high 
church. Bred up in Tory principles, he wrote in 
favour of passive obedience, and displayed so 
much learning and ingenuity, that he was cho- 
sen prolocutor of the lower house of convoca- 
tion, and chiefly managed the affairs in that 
assembly. A similarity of opinion induced him 
warmly to espouse the cause of his friend Sach- 
everel, and he is supposed to have had the prin- 
cipal share in drawing up .the masterly defence 
which the doctor delivered at his trial. He 
wasfirst patronised by Sir Jonathan Trelawney, 
bishop of Exeter; appointed by the Tory 
administration of queen Anne, dean of Christ 



past had been, and was still carrying on, ibr the 
utter subversion of the present nappy settle- 
ment. He said, That this wicked design was 
formed about Christmas last ; that the* conspi- 
rators had at first made application to seme Po» 
tentates abroad, for an assistance of 5000 men z 
that being denied, they afterwards, about the 
month of April, made farther application and 
earnest instances for 3000 men : that being 
again disappointed in their expectations from 
foreign assistance, they resolved desperately to 
go on, confiding in their own" strength, and 
fondly depending on the disaffection in Eng- 
land ; and that their first attempt was to have 
been the seizing of the Bank, the Exchequer, 
and such other places where the public money 
was lodged : that the government bad undoubted 
informations of this Plot ever since May last ; 
but nevertheless thought fit not to take up any 
body, because there being then two terms 
coming on together, the conspirators would 

Church, and, in 1713, advanced, at the recom- 
mendation of the earl of Oxford, to the bishop- 
ric of Rochester and deanery of Westminster. 
At that period he was in such high estimation 
with the queen and ministry, that he was not 
unfrequently consulted in points of the utmost 
importance. He was always inimical to the 
succession of the Hanover line, and on the death 
of Queen Anne,' was accused, by Harcourt, of 
having offered to assist at the proclamation of 
the Pretender, in bis lawn sleeves ; and when 
Ormond and Bolingbroke declined taking any 
vigorous step, is reported to have exclaimed 
" Never was a better cause lost for want #f 
spirit !" It is certain that be was involved is 
the schemes of Bolingbroke, and a letter from 
that minister soon after the queen's death, 
proves the extreme confidence reposed in him. 
* " On the accession of George the first, he 
received evident marks of coldness from the 
new sovereign ; and on the breaking out of the 
rebellion, gave an instance of his disaffection, 
by refusing to sign the declaration of the bishops 
in favour of the crown. He uniformly employed 
his great eloquence in the House of Lords, in 
opposing the measures of government, and in 
drawing up the most violent protests. Atter- 
bury was of a restless aspiring temper, and 
eager to obtain the highest honours of the church, 
which he would certainly have acquired, had not 
queen Anne died. The active part which he 
had taken during her reign, against the sue* 
cession of the house of Brunswick, and *bis 
uniform opposition to the government of the 
new sovereign, precluded him from ail expec- 
tations of promotion. But when Sunderland 
courted the Tories,. and made overtures to him 
as to the leader of the disaffected party, has 
conduct, was so equivocal, that his hiends re- 
proached him with having deserted bis princi* 
pies ; and his enemies did not hesitate assert- 
ing that he had engaged in a conspiracy against 
the government, because his demand pf the 
bishopric of Winchester was rejected. There* 
seems, however, to be no/ foundation for tbeve 
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have had the benefit of the Habeas Corpus act 
and so the apprehending them was put off until 
the long vacation. He added, That the. trai- 
torous designs against his Majesty's person and 
government had been carrying on ever since the 
death of the late queen ; and that they could 
prove that there had keen a meeting of some 
considerable persons, one of whom was not far 
off, whereiu it hajl jbeen proposed to proclaim 
the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. That 
an exact account of this detestable Conspiracy 
would,in due time, be laid before the Parliament: 
and as to the business now before them, though 
it was true, that the Habeas Corpus act had 
never before been suspended for above six 
months ; yet, considering the Lords had made 
this suspension for a whole year, if the Com- 
mons should go about to alter it, the same 
might occasion a difference between the two 
Houses, which at this time of jealousy and 
danger, might sound iil in foreign courts. 

After this speech, about seven in the evening 
the question being put, that the Bill do pass as 
it was sent down from the Lords, it was carried 
in the affirmative by a majority of 246 voices 
against 193. Then the Speaker resumed the 
chair, and the earf of Hertford having immedi- 
ately reported the said bill to the House with- 
out any amendment ; it was read the third 
time, and passed without dividing. 

The Commons' Addrcts of Thanks to the King 
for his Speech relating to the Conspiracy.'] Oct* 
17. The King came to the House of Peers with 
the usual solemnity, and the Commons attend- 
ing, his Majesty gave the royal assent to the 
said Bill. The same day the House presented 
their Address to the King, as follows: 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
c ^ We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 



reflections ; it is probable that in listening to 
the overtures of Sunderland, he conceived 
hopes, that the minister was inclined to pro- 
mote the cause of the Pretender, and that Sun- 
derland was duped by him, rather than that he 
was duped by Sunderland. And if we may 
judge from the inflexibility of his character, 
there is reason to believe that he rejected all 
offers ot promotion, and was never inclined to 
desert his party. 

" It appears from Sir Luke Schaub's corres- 
pondence from Paris, that the first intimation 
of the Conspiracy jn which he was engaged, 
came from the regent 'duke of Orleans, to 
whom the agents of the Pretender communis 
cated the plot, m hopes of receiving assist- 
ance from him, and that he betrayed them to 
the king of England. 

" In consequence of his full Conviction of 
the truth and danger of the Conspiracy, Walpole 
took an active share in conducting the prose- 
cution : he -first mentioned it to the House, 
when the bill fbr suspending' the habeas corpus 
act Was opposed, and a motion made to lirnit 
its deration to six months." Coxe's Walpole. 



Parliament assembled, beg leave to return Our 
humble thanks to your Majesty, for you* most 
gracious Speech from the throne. 

" It is with hearts roll oTjoy we approach 
your sacred person to congratulate your Ma- 
jesty, that, by the blessing of God, the designs 
of your enemies have hitherto heen happily 
frustrated and disappointed. 

u We cannot sufficiently acknowledge your 
Majesty's care and vigilance, and the wise and 
prudent measures you have taken for our 
safety, in ordering the encampment of the 
troops, and sending for such others from Ire- 
land, as were thought farther necessary for the 
peace and quiet of this kingdom. And it is- 
the greatest satisfaction to us, to see the readi- 
ness of your Majesty's good friends and allies, 
the States General, to assist you with a good 
body of forces, if there had been occasion. 

" But among all the steps taken for the 
safety of your Majesty and the kingdom, none 
can possibly equal that of the speedy calling 
your loyal Commons together in parliament i 
who are met determined with the utmost una- 
nimity and zeal, to do every thing in their 
power for the preservation of your Majesty's' 
most sacred person : nor can less be expected 
from the gratitude and affection of a free peo- 
ple, sensible that through the whole course of 
your reign, no innovation has been attempted 
in our holy religion, nor the least incroachment . 
made upon the liberty or property of any of 
your subjects, and that the full enjoyment of 
all that is dear and -valuable to them, is entirely 
owing to your Majesty's g6vernment. 

" Though the enemies of bur happy esta* 
blishment should have malice and boldness 
enough, still to be carrying on their traiterous 
designs, yet we are persuaggd, that all uneasi- 
ness and apprehensions wit! vanish, when your 
faithful Commons assure your Majesty, that 
they will enable you effectually to suppress all 
remaining spirit of rebellion. 

" If neither the sacred obligation of the 
most solemn oaths, nor the certain misery they 
must bring upon their country, who wouW at-» 
tempt to overturn this government, can deter 
them from such desperate undertakings : If 
there be any of your Majesty's subjects, who 
are so abandoned, as to be re*<fy to exchange 
the Protestant religion for Popery, and liberty 
for slavery ; yet we hope the vigorous resolu- 
tions of a loyal and dutiful parliament will 
convince them of 4e danger as well as folly of 
such an attempt ; and shew the whole world, 
that the generality and best part of your people 
are so far from giving any invitation to foreign 
powers to invade us, that they will, with their 
lives and fortunes, support your Majesty against 
all your enemies at home and abroad. 

" We cannot therefore express too great an 
abhorrence of such unnatural practices, nor 
too great an indignation against, those who 
would have made the capital of this flourishing 
kingdom a scene of blood and desolation. 
Wicked men 1 whilst they have the malice to 
revile, your government, and attempt to over- 
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tarn it, at the same time have the insolence to 
depend upon the clemency of it for their se- 
curity ; while they are endeavouring to destroy 
all liberty, they are clamouring that a few of 
them, are, for the public safety, confined: 
whilst they are attempting to destroy all pro- 
perty, they are murmuriug at the necessary 
taxes given to your Majesty for the security of 
it : And whilst they act against all law them- 
selves, they trust and are confident that, even 
in the,ir own case, the laws of the realm will be 
the rule and measure of your actions. 

" We beg leave* to acknowledge, with great 
gratitude, your Majesty's goodness, in assuring 
us, that notwithstanding {he traiterous prac- 
tices of your enemies have made the increase 
of the annual expence necessary, yet care will 
, be taken, that the supplies to be asked for the 
year ensuing, shall very little exceed what was 
given for the service oi the last. 

€t And we assure your Majesty, that we will 
not only make good the extraordinary expences 
that have been already incurred, but will, with 
all cheerfulness, grant whatever shall be ne- 
cessary for the safety of the kingdom; being 
entirely convinced, that we can by no other 
means restore public credit, and enable our- 
selves to attempt the gradual reduction of the 
great national debt, with a strict regard to 
parliamentary faith, than by doing every thing 
in our power for the support of your Majesty's 
government, and the happy establishment in 
your royal family. 

" And we do with all humility re torn your 
Majesty our unfeigned thanks for your most 
gracious Declaration, on which we entirely 
rely, that your Majesty will steadily adhere to 
our constitution in church and state, and con- 
tinue to make the laws of the realm the rule 
and measure of your actions.* 7 

The King's Answer,] To the above Address 
the King returned the following Answer: 

u Gentlemen ; 
u I return you my hearty thanks for this 
very dutiful and loyal Addresss. The season- 
able declarations of your zeal and affection to 
my person and government, will, I doubt not, 
contribute very much to the tranquillity and 
safety of the kingdom; and as I shall always 
look upon my own and the interest of my peo- 
ple to be inseparable, you may be assured I 
shall make no use of any power or confidence 
that my faithful Commons shall place in me, 
but in support <ef the constitution, and in 
maintenance of the rights and liberties of my 
people." 

The Bishop of Rochester, lard North and 
Grey, arid the Karl qf Orrery detained in the 
Tower, on account of the Conspiracy."] Oct. 
17. Lord Carteret acquainted the Lords, 
That the bishop of Rochester, the lord North 
and Grey, and the earl of Orrery, were cora- 
' mitted to the Tower for having entered into a 
dangerous Conspiracy against his Majesty's 
person and government ; and that hit Majesty 



desired the consent of the House to detain the 
said lords , Prisoners in the Tower by virtue of 
the Act passed this session for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus act : To this the House readily 
consented. 

The Duke of Norfolk committed on a Sus- 
picion of High treason.] Oct. 26. The 
House was informed by lord Townshend, 
That bis Majesty, having jurt cause to suspect 
the duke of Norfolk was engaged in the 
traiterous Conspiracy carrying on, had caused 
him to be apprehended, and did desire' the 
consent of the House, • that the said duke 
might be committed and detained. A motion 
being thereupon made, to censent that the 
said duke be committed and detained accord- 
ingly ; the same was strenously opposed by 
the earls of Aylesford, Cowper, Anglesea, 
Strafford, Coningsby, and Ux bridge ; the lords 
Bathurst, Lechmere, and some others ; But 
they were answered by the lords viscounts 
Harcourt, Townshend, the duke of Newcastle, 
and the lord Carteret : 

Protest against it.] Then the question being 
put upon the said motion, it was carried in the 
affirmative, by 60 voices against 28. 

" Dissentient' 

" 1. Because we apprehended it to be one 
of the ancient undoubted rights and privileges 
of this House, that no member of the House 
be imprisoned or detained, during the sitting of 
parliament, upon suspicion of High-Treason, 
until the cause and grounds of such suspicion 
be communicated to the House, and the con- 
sent of the House thereupon had to such im- 
prisonment or detainer, which ancient right 
and privilege is recognized and declared, in 
plain, express and full terms, in tfie act passed 
this session of parliament, to which the mes- 
sage from his Majesty refers. 

" 2. Because it appears clear to us, not 
only from former precedents, even when no 
such law was in being as that above-mentioned, 
but also from the necessary instruction of the 
proviso therein concerning the privileges of 
Parliament, that the House is intitled to have 
the matter of the suspicion communicated to 
them in such manner as is consistent with the 
dignity of the House, and will enable them to 
deliberate and found a right judgment there- 
upon, for or against the imprisonment or de- 
tainer of the person concerned ; But to main- 
tain, that whilst that law shall be in force, 
it shall be sufficient, in order to obtain the 
consent of the House, to communicate a ge- 
neral suspicion that a member of the House is 
concerned in a traiterous conspiracy, without 
disclosing any matter or circumstance to war- 
rant such suspicion, is, in our opinions, an un- 
justifiable construction of the saiu proviso, 
and such as wholly deprives the House of the 
liberty of giving their free and impartial ad- 
vice to the throne on this occasion ; and suck 
a construction being made upon a law, s# 
plainly intended by the wisdom of this ' par- 
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ltament to assert the privileges of both Houses, 
appears to us to pervert the plain words and 
meaning of it, in such' a manner as renders it 
wholly destructive of those very privileges in* 
tended to be preserved. 
. " 3. Because his Majesty having, in effect, 
required the judgment and advice of the House 
touching the imprisonment and detainer of the 
duke of Norfolk ; we ought not, a» we con- 
ceive, either in duty to his Majesty, or in jus- 
tice to the peer concerned, to found our opi- 
nions coucerning the same on any grotfnds r 
other than such only as his Majesty hath been 
pleased to communicate in bis message s And 
his Majesty, by his message, having communi- 
cated only a general suspicion, we think we 
cannot, without the highest injustice to the 
duke, and the most palpable violation of one 
9f the most valuable privileges belonging to 
•very member of this House, give our consent* 
to his imprisonment or detainer, and thereby 
make ourselves parties to, and, in some degree 
the authors of such his imprisonment, until we 
have a more particular satisfaction touching 
the matters of which he stands suspected ; more 
especially considering the long and unprece- 
dented duration of the act above-mentioned, 
whereby the benefit not only of the act com- 
monly called the Habeas Corpus act, but of 
Magna Chartaitself, and other valuable' laws 
ef liberty, are taken from the subjects of this 
realm, and extraordinary powers are given, to 
the persons therein mentioned, over the liber- 
ties of the people for a twelvemonth and up- 
wards. 

" 4. Because, we think, it is inconsistent, as 
well with the honour and dignity, as with the 
justice of this House, in the case of the 
meanest subjects, to come to resolution* for 
depriving them of their liberty, upon other 
than clear and satisfactory grounds : But as 
the members of both Houses of Parliament 
are, by the laws, and constitution of this king- 
dom, invested with peculiar rights and privi- 
leges, of which the privilege before mentioned 
is a most essential one, as well for the support 
•f the crown itself, as for the good and safety of 
the whole kingdom ; we cannot, as we con- 
ceive, without betraying those great trusts 
wbieb are reposed in us, as peers of this realm, 
agree to a resolution which .tends, in our opi- 
nion, to subject every member of. this House, 
even while the Parliament is sitting, to unwar- 
rantable and arbitrary imprisonments : And we 
have the greater reason to be jealous of the in- 
fringement of this privilege on this occasion, 
because it had been very easy, as we think, for 
those who had the honour to advise the framing 
the said Message, to have communicated to this. 
House, the matter of which the Duke of Nor- 
folk stands suspected, in such a manner as' 
might be consistent with the privileges of this 
House ; and at the same time avoided any dan- 
ger or inconvenience Jto the crown, with regard 
to the future prosecution of the said duke, if 
any such shall be. 

•Y " It is th? known usage and law of Par- 



liament, that this House will not permit any 
peer to be sequestered from Parliament, on a 
general impeachment of the Commons, even for 
high-treason, till the matter of the charge be 
.specified in articles exhibited to this House; 
which explains to us the nature of the privilege 
intended to be secured by the proviso, and is 
the highest instance of the care of this House 
to preserve it from being violated on any pre- 
tence whatsoever : But, in our opinions, it must 
create the greatest inconvenience and repug- 
nancy in the proceedings of the House* to con- 
sent that a peer of the realm should be impri- 
soned or detained (the Parliament sitting) on 
suspicion of high-treason only, not warranted, 
for . aught appears to us, by any information 
given against him upon oa,th, or otherwise, and 
no particular circumstance of such suspicion 
being communicated to the House. 

6. " Because a resolution so ill grounded as 
this appears to us, may produce very ill effects, 
in the. present unhappy conjuncture of affairs, 
by creating fresh jealousies in the minds of his 
Majesty's subjects, who cannot fail of enter- 
taining certain hopes of the safety of his Ma- 
jesty's person and government against all his 
enemies, from the advice and assistance of both - 
Houses of Parliament, whilst they continue in, 
the full enjoyment and free ex erase of their 
ancient and legal rights and privileges ; but, on 
the other hand, may be alarmed with new fears 
for the honour and safety of his Majesty and 
his government, by a resolution taken by this 
House for the imprisonment of a peer of* the 
realm, in such a manner as, in our opinions, is 
highly injurious to his person, and also to the 
privilege of every other peer of this realm ; and 
which may prove of fatal consequence to the 
constitution of both Houses t>f Parliament.— — 
(Signed,) — W. Ebor\ Bathurst, Trevor, 
Hay, Uxbridge, Oxford, Cowper, Fran. 
Cestriens', Scarsdale, Lechmere, Here- 
ford, Bingley, Compton, Strafford, Foley j 
Osborne. Bristol, Guilford, Ashburn- 
ham." 

Debate on the Augmentation of the Army.\ 
October 26. The Commons in a grand Com- 
mittee considered farther of the Supply, and 
Mr. Treby having represented the necessity, at 
this time of danger from the traiterous designs 
and conspiracies that were ctill carrying on by 
the. enemies of the government, to increase the 
present standing forces, and thereupon moved 
for an augmentation of about 4,000 men, the 
same occasioned a very long and warm debate. 1 
The chief opponents of the motion were, Mr. 
Shippen, lord Morpeth, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Brom- 
ley, Mr, Barnard, Mr. Crowley, sir Thorns* 
Hanmer, and, Mr. Hutcheson: But they were 
.answered by Mr. Sandys, captain Vernon, Mr. , 
Eversfield, Mr. H. Pelbam, Mr. Doddington» 
lord Stanhope, Mr. West, Mr. Smith, Mr. It. 
Walpole, lord Middleton, and Mr. Pulteney ; 
Then the question being pat upon Mr. Treby 's 
motion, it was carried in the affirmative, by 238 
▼oicea against 1W. After tbjs, i$ was resolved;, 
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without dividing, " That the Dumber of effec- 
tive uieo, for guards and garrisons in Great 
Britain* Jersey, and Guernsey, for ibe year 
1723, including 1,859 invalids, be 18,294 men, 
commission and non-commission officers in- 
cluded. " Whiclv Resolution, beiogtbe next day 
reported, was agreed to by the House. 

Mr* H. Walpole hints n Design of laying an 
extraordinary Tax on Roman Catholics and 
Nonjurors.] October 3 The Common* in a 
grand Committee considered of ways and means 
to raise the Supply, arid upon IVIr. K. Walpole's 
motion, it was unanimously agreed to lay two 
shillings in the pound upon all lands, tene- 
ments, pensions, offices, &c. Mr. Walpole, on 
that occasion, acquainted the House, That 
he hoped that tax, together with the duty on 
malt, and the million in exchequer bills which 
the South-Sea were to repay to the government, 
would go near to answer all the necessary ex* 
bences for the next year's service; and in order 
to make up what might be deficient he hinted 
the laying an extraordinary Tax of five shillings 
in the pound, on the Estates of all Roman Ca- 
tholics and Non-jurors'; which could not be 
thought either unjust or unreasonable, consi- 
dering the ill use they made of the saving out 
of their incomes, which most of them laid out 
in maintaining the Pretender and his adherents 
abroad, and fomenting, sedition and rebellion at 
home. 

The King's Message concerning the Pretend- 
er'j Declaration.'] November 16. The lord vis- 
count Townshend delivered to the House of 
Peers the following Message signed by his Ma- 
jesty, vis. 

" G. R. 

u pis Majesty having been informed, That 
many scandalous Declarations in print have 
been, by several foreign posts, transmitted into 
this kingdom, in order to be dispersed among 
Jjis good and faithful subjects, .to poison their 
minds and seduce them from their allegiapce; 
several of those Declarations have, by his Ma- , 
jesty's order, even since his Majesty received 
from both Houses of Parliament the last most 
solemn and acceptable assurances of their fide- 
lity, been intercepted; and among them an 

^original in writing, signed, as his Majesty has 
good reason to believe, by the Pretender him- 

\self. This, together with one of the printed 
copies, his Majesty has ordered to be laid be- 
fore you, as a matter not unworthy of your con* 

1 sideration." 

After the reading of this Message, and of the 
Declaration therein mentioned, the earl of 
Scarborough moved, that the House wooJd 
come to some vigorous Resolutions, to shew 
their just resentment of tbe^nigh indignity of-, 
fcred, m the said Declaration, to his Majesty, 
4hd the whole British nation ; and being se- 
conded by the lord Hur court, a Committee was 
appointed to draw up the said Resolutions, 
which were immediately reported and agreed 
to as follows, Ytt, 
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" Resolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, in Parliament assembled, that the Paper 
this day communicated by his Majesty, in titled, 

* Declaration of James the third, king of fc Eng- 

* land, Scotland, and Ireland, to all bis loving 
' subjects of the three nations, arid to all fo- 
' reign princes and states, to serve as a founds- 
' tion for a lasting peace in Europe/ and signed 
' James Rex/* is a false, insolent, aud trailer- 
ous libel, the highest indignity to his most sa- 
cred Majesty King George, our lawful and un- 
doubted sovereign, full of arrogance and pre- 
sumption, in supposing the Pretender iu a* con- 
dition to ofier terms to his Majesty ; and inju- 
rious to the honour of the British nation, is 
imagining that a free Protestant people, happy 
under the government of the best of princes, 
can be so infatuated, as, without ton utmost 

. : '. ju L 

* The following is the substance of the said 
Declaration. The Pretender begins with stew- 
ing how fond he is of his subjects ; that, though 
the obligation he owes to his own honour' be 
great, yet the obligation to the safety ancHran- 
quiliity of his native country is above all ties 
the dearest to him and die tender esc He then 
Calks of the late violations to the freedom of 
elections: Of conspiracies invented on purpose 
to give pretence for new oppressions : Of infa- 
mous informers : And a state of proscription in 
which he concludes every honest well-meaning 
man to be. These considerations have engaged 
him to enter seriously into himself, and exa- 
mine his heart, what sacriGce to make on his 
own part for the public peace, especially of 
these kingdoms, of which he is the natural and 
undoubted father. T^ben he proposes, that, if 
king George will quietly deliver to him the pos- 
session of his throne, he will in return bestow 
upon him the title of king in his native domi- 
nions, and invite all other states to confirm it, 
with a promise to leave to him his succession to 
the British dominions secure, whenever in due 
course his natural right shall take plaoe. As 
motives to this resignation, he says, that isi king 
George's native dominions an uncontestable 
right will free him from the crime and reproach 
of tyranny, and represents the difference be- 
tween a calm undisturbed reign over a willing 
people, and a restless possession in a strange 
land, where authority, forcing the inclinations 
of the people, can only be supported for blood 
and violence, eternally subject to fears and 
alarms, even when no danger appears. He 
concludes with saying, king George'? settlement 
here is frail and uncertain, because bis title 
shall, while the Pretender has health or any 
descendants in being, be for ever disputed, con- 
juring him, instead of advising with an ianjpav 
rious ministry, as much his tyrants -as the »- 
iion's, to consult his reason* to ask his cvhecs- 
ence, and to examine his interest and #ory, 
and then fats very ambition wiM odnsonksv Mm 
to descend from a throne, which most be al- 
ways shaking, to mount another ivtoere fais goat 
wiu be firm aod secure, 
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contempt and indignation, to hear of any terms 
from a Popish bigotted Pretender. . 

" Resolved, by the Lords spiritual and tem-r 
poral, in Parliament assembled, That the print- 
ed copy of the Pretender's Declaration, men- 
tioned in his Majesty's Message, be burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman, at the 
Royal Exchange in London, upon Tuesday 
next at one of the clock ; and that the sheriffs 
of London do cauie the same to be burnt there 
accordingly." 

This done the Lords sent a Message to desire 
a Conference with the Commons, which being 
readily agreed to, the Lord President, one of the 
managers for the Lords, acquainted the mana- 
gers for the Commons, (who were Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Edgecombe, Mr. 
Comptroller, Mr. Pelham, Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. 
Yonge, Mr. Bromley, and Colonel Bladen) 
That the Lords being desirous always to keep 
up a good correspondence with the Commons, 
they had thought proper to communicate to 
them the Message their Lordships had received 
from his Majesty, together with the Declaration 
therein mentioned, as also their Lordships* Re- 
solutions upon this extraordinary occasion, 
upon which they desired the concurrence of 
the Commons. The managers for the Com- • 
mons being returned to their House, Mr. Pel- 
ham reported the Conference, and that it was 
to communicate to this House a Message sent 
ta the Lords by his Majesty, under his sign ma- 
nual, concerning an original Declaration in 
writing, signed by the Pretender himself ; to- 
gether with the said Declaration and a printed 
copy thereof • and that the Lords had come to 
some Resolution , thereupon, to which their 
Lordships desired the concurrence of this House. 
Aud the said report, and also the said Message 
from his Majesty to the House of Lords, and 
the declaration signed by the Pretender, and 
the printed copy thereof, and the Resolution 
of the Lords thereupon, were read. 

Hereupon,* Mr. Sandys moved, for agreeing 
with the Lords in the first Resolutions, and being 
seconded by colonel Bladen, the same was una- 
nimously agreed to. Then the second Reso- 
lution being read a second time, Mr. Yonge 
moved for an amendment to it, viz. u That the 
two sheriffs of .London should then attend in 
their own proper persons, and cause the said 
Declaration to be burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman/' Which resolution, so 
amended, was agreed to, nem. con. 

On this occasion Mr. Yonge, in a long speech, 
run over the Pretender's Declaration, and ex- 
posed the insolence, weakness, and absurdities 
of that libel. Sir William Thompson, recorder 
of London, spoke also, with great vehemence 
oa the # same topic, as did also Mr. H. Pelham, 
who moved, That an Address be presented 
to his Majesty upon that subject. He was se- 
conded by Mr. Arthur Onslow, member for 
Ouildford, who represented the danger of Po- 
pery, and anfenadverted on ths audaciousness 
of the Pretender and his adherents : 

Hereupon it was resolved, rum. son, H That 

Voi.VIII. 
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an humble Address be presented to his Ma- : 
jesty," expressing thejr utmost astonishment and 
indignation at the surprising insolence of the 
Pretender, in his late traiterous and presump- 
tuous Declaration ; and to assure his Majesty, 
that his faithful subjects being fully satisfied 
• they have no other security -for their religious 
and civil rights, but the preservation of his 
person and government, and the Protestant sue* 
cession, aie determined to support, with their 
lives and fortunes, his most just title to the 
crown of these realms, against the/ Pretender 
and all his Open and secret abettors." And a 
Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad- 
dress, pursuant to the said Resolution. 

the Joint Address of both Houses to the 
King, relating to the Pretenders Declaration.] 
Nov. 17. r^r. Pelham reported the said Ad* 
dress, which being unanimously agreed to, the 
managers of the Commons were sent to desire 
their Lordships* concurrence both to the Amend- 
ment to one of their Resolutions beforemen- 
tioned, and to the Address the Commons had 
agreed upon. The Lords having readily con- 
curred, both Houses went immediately to the 
palace at St. James's, and presented to bis Ma* 
jesty the said Address as follows : 

u Most gracious Sovereign ; 

" We your Majesty's most dutiful and faith- 
ful subjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons in Parliament assembled, being 
deeply affected with the sense of those marry 
blessings which we have constantly enjoyed, 
and hope long to enjoy, under your Majesty's 
most just and gracious government ; and being 
thoroughly convinced that our religious ana 
civil rights, as well as the very being of the 
British name and Constitution, do, under God, 
entirely depend upon the preservation' of your 
Majesty's sacred' person, and of the Protestant 
succession, as settled by law, in your royal 
line, are filled with the utmost astonishment 
and indignation at the unexampled presumption 
and arrogance of the Pretender to Jour do* 
minions, in daring to offer such an indignity to 
your Majesty and the British nation, as to de» ' 
dare to your subjects, and to all foreign princes, 
and States, that he finds himself in a condition 
to offer terms to your Majesty, and even to ca- . 
pituiate with you for the absolute surrender 
of the religion and liberties of a free nation. 

" However great the infatuation of his ad- 
viser£ may be, we are sensible nothing could 
have raised his or their hopes to so extravagant 
a degree of presumption, but repeated encou- 
ragements and assurances from the conspirators 
at home, founded on the most injurious and 
gross misrepresentations of the inclinations 
and affections of your Majesty's subjects ; and 
a rash conclusion, that because some, from 
whom it ought least to have been expected, 
had broke through the solemn restraint of reit- 
erated oaths, in order to raise themselves on 
the ruins of their country ; therefore the whole 
body of the nation was ripe for the same fatal 
defection, and ready to exchange the mild «o4 
• E 
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legal government of a most indulgent prince, 
for the boundless rage of an attainted fugitive, 
bred up in the maxims of tyranny and super- 
stition. • 

" But we, your Majesty's moit dutiful and 
royal subjects, resolve, by a steady and constant 
adherence to your government, to wipe off this 
stain and imputation from the name of Britons ; 
and to convince the world, that those wicked 
design*, formed against your Majesty's sacred 
person and government, wbicb the insolence of 
this declaration proves to be most real while 
it affects to treat them as imaginary, are indeed 
impracticable against a prince relying on and 
supported by the vigour and duty of a British 
Parliament and tbe affections of his people* 

«' And we beg leave m tbe most solemn 
manrter, to assure your Majesty that neither 
tbe impotent menace of foreign assistance, 
nor tbe utmost efforts of domestic traitors shall 
ever deter us from standing by your Majesty 
-with our lives and fortunes, and supporting 
your Majesty's most just title to the crown of 
these realms, against the Pretender and all his 
open and secret abettors, both at home and 
abroad." 

The King's Answer.] To which bis Majesty 
returned the following Answer : 

'< My Lords and Gentlemen; 
u I give you many thanks for the just re- 
sentment you have expressed against the indig- 
nity offered to me and the British nation. I 
shall continue to* protect and support my good 
people in the full enjoyment of their religion, 
liberties, and properties, against all that shall 
endeavour to subject them to tyranny and su- 
perstition.'' 

Debate in the Commons on the Motion for 
raising -100,000/. on the Roman Catholics to- 
wards the Supply of the current Year.] Nov. 
S3. In a grand Committee, the Commons con- 
sidered on ways and means to raise the Supply, 
and a motion was made, " That towards raising 
tbe supply, and reimbursing to the public the 
great expences occasioned by the late rebellions 
and disorders, tbe sum of 100,000/1 be raised 
and levved upon the real and personal estates 
of all Papists, Popish Recusants, or persons 
educated in the Popish Religion, or whose pa- 
rents . are Papists, or w)io shall profess the 
Popish religion, hi lieu of all forfeitures already 
Incurred for, or upon account of their recusancy,, 
and in lieu of the rents and profits of two 
thirds of their registered estates for one year." 

This motion was opposed by sir Wilfred Law- 
son, and Mr. Hungerford, who suggested, That 
such an extraordinary tax would carry the face 
of persecution, which was inconsistent with the 
principles and temper of the Protestant Reli- 
gion. * 

Dr. Friend added, That some of those that 
had their education in foreign Popish Semina- 
ries proved some of the best friends to the pre- 
sent government. 

|ffr. Yenge answered, That bt knew very 
8 



little of foreign education, but be doubted very 
mnch whether loyaky.to king George -was 
taught by priests and Jesuits in Romish Se- 
minaries. 

The Lord Gage , (who was bred a Roman Ca- 
tholic) hereupon said, That he believed most of 
the, Roman Catholics to be very loyal subjects, 
though by their principles they cannot take tho 
oath of Supremacy ; and therefore his lord- 
ship proposed that a new oath of Allegiance 
might be framed for them. 

Mr. Ofulow spoke on the same side, and de- 
clared his abhorrence of persecuting any body, 
on account of their opinions in Religion. This 
was answered by 

Sir William Thompson, who stated the notion 
in his opinion of persecution, which was only 
when any one is punished for his particular 
opinion in religion, and for serving God accord- 
ing to that opinion and the dictates of con- 
science : but added, That was not the case here, 
for tbe extraordinary tax now intended to be 
raised upon the Papists, was not a punishment 
for their being Roinun-Catholics, but on ao* 
count of penalties they had at divers times jo- 
curred, for being enemies to the civil govern- 
ment, raising rebellious, and contriving plots 
against the State. 

He was replied to by lord Gage, who was 
answered by Mr. Horatio Walpole, and he 
again by Mr. Hungerford. At last 

Mr. Kobert Walpole stood up, and represent- 
ed the great dangers this nation had been in,, 
ever since the Reformation, from the constant 
endeavours of Papists to subvert our happy 
constitution and the Protestant Religion, t>y 
the most cruel, violent, and unjustifiable me- 
thods ; that he would not take upon him to 
charge any particular person among them with 
being concerned in the present horrid conspi- 
racy, but that it was notorious to tbe whole 
world, that many of them had been engaged in 
the Preston Rebellion, and some were executed 
for it ; and the present plot was contrived at 
Rome, and countenanced in Popish countries ; 
that many of the Papists were not only well- 
wishers to it, but had contributed large sums of 
money towards carrying of it on ; and therefore 
be thought it was very reasonable, since they 
made such ill use of the savings of the incomes 
of their estates, that the same should go towards 
the great expence which they and the Preten- 
der's friends had put the nation to. 

Then the question heing put upon the motion 
above, it was carried in the affirmative by 21? 
votes, against 168. 

Nov. 26. The above Resolution was reported, 
and the question being pur, That tbe House agree 
with the Committee, it was very vigorously op- 
posed by lord Gage, Mr. Lutwyche, Mr. Hun- 
eerford, Mr.Sloper, and sir Joseph Jekyll, which 
last took notice, That though tbe law (or 
taking away two thirds of the estates of Popish 
recusants, which was made in queen Elizabeth's 
reign, was a just punishment the Roman-Catho- 
lics drew upon themselves by their frequent 
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conspiracies against her life and government ; 
yet nevertheless, such was the wisdom and mo- 
deration of that excellent princess and of her 
ministers, that they never put thSt severe law in 
execution ; and since those great virtues shone 
no less brightly in his present Majesty, than in 
queen Elizabeth, his royal Predecessor, he 
wished he could say the same of those who 
have the honour to serve him. Mr. West spoke 
likewise bgainst the Resolution, but was an- 
swered by Mr. Lowndes, captain Vernon, and 
Mr. R. Walpole, so that the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried by 188 voices against 
172 ; and a Bill was ordered to be brought in 
accordingly. 

Petition from the South Sea Company, re 
letting to the converting one Moiety of their Ca- 
pital into Annuities.] December 12. A Petition 
of the South Sea Company was presented to the 
House by sir John Eyles, and read, setting forth, 
That they laboured under an insupportable bur- 
den, from which they prayed to be relieved by 
this House; and that they were content to 
convert part of their Capital into Annuities, 
redeemable by Parliament, transferable at and 
payable by, the said Company. 

Hereupon Mr. R. Walpole informed the 
House, That his Majesty had been acquainted 
with the substance of the said Petition, and had 
commanded him to acquaint this House; 
That his Majesty gave his consent that this 
House should proceed to the consideration of 
the said Petition, upon condition that the said 
Company should convert one moiety of their 
capital into annuities. 

Then some clauses in the Act of Parliament 
of the seventh year of his Majesty's reign, inti- 
tied, an Act, A For making several provisions to 

* restore the public credit, which suffers by the 

* frauds and mismanagement of the late Direc- 
tors of the South-Sea Company and others/ 
were read, and a motion being made, that the 
Petition above-mentioned be referred to the 
consideration of the Committee of the whole 
House, who were to consider of the State of 
Public Credit and of the State of the National 
Debt, the said motion was opposed by Mr. 
Sloper, serjeant Pengelly, Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. 
Freeman, and sir Joseph Jekyll : but being an- 
swered by sir John Eyles, Mr. Methuen, and 
Mr. Robert Walpole, the said motion was car- 
ried, without dividing. 

Then the House went into the said Com- 
mittee, and amotion being made for remitting 
the two millions due from the South-Sea Com- 
pany to the government, and for converting into 
Annuities one moiety of their Capital Stock : 
this was strenuously opposed by Mr. Sloper, 
sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Thomas Broderick, sir 
Nathaniel Gould, Mr. Trenchard, sir Wilfred 
Lawson, and lord Tyrconne), who were answer- 
ed by Mr. Hungerford, sir John Eyles, Mr. 
Yonge, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. Robert 
Walpole, and Mr. William Pulteney. After a 
debate that lasted till seven in the evening, the 
question being pat upon the wm faction, the 



same was carried in the affirmative by 210 
voices against 147. 

The Cqmmon appoint a Committee to examine 
Christopher Layer touching the Conspiracy.] 
January 15, 1723. Upon a motion made by sir 
John Rushout,it was resolved, nem. con. u That 
a Committee be appointed to go to the Tower 
of London, to examine Christopher Layer, 
in relation to the conspiracy, mentioned in hit 
Majesty's Speech, at the opening of this Par- 
liament, to be carrying on against his person 
aod government and ordered, That such 
members of the House as were of his Majesty's • 
Privy-Council, be the aaid Committee,, vii. 
The hpn. Mr. Spencer Compton, Speaker ; 
Mr. Robert Walpole, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. 
Methuen, Mr- William Pulteney, Mr. John 
Smith, Mr. Hampden, lieutenant-general Wills, 
and sir Robert Sutton. After this, upon ano- 
ther motion made by Mr. Robert Walpole, it 
was also resolved, to address his Majesty, for 
the several Examinations and Papers relating 
to Christopher Layer. 

Jan. 16. Mr. R. Walpole, pursuant to the 
Address of the House to his Majesty, presented 
to the House several original Papers relating to 
Mr. Layer; and having delivered them in Tat 
the table sealed op, Mr. Shippen moved, That 
the packet be opened, and the Papers read. He 
was seconded by Mr. JefTeries ; but Mr. Pulte- 
ney having represented, That as those Papers 
were to be a guide to the Committee appointed 
to examine Mr. Layer* it tofts improper to 
make them public before the said Examination 
was over ; it was thereupon ordered, 1. " That 
the said Papers be referred to thatX^ommittee'. 
2, That the said .Committee meet and sit at 
such time and place as they thought fit, 3. That 
three be the Quorum of the said Committee." 

Debate in the Lords concerning the Printing of 
Layer's Trial.] Jan. 21. The earl of Anglese a took 
notice, That at the opening of this session his 
Majesty, in his Speech from the throne, had 
been pleased to acquaint both Houses with the 
discovery of a dangerous Conspiracy, which, 
for some time, had been formed, and was still ' 
carrying on, against his Majesty's person and 
government ;• that some of the conspirators had 
seen taken up and secured, and that endea- 
vours were used for apprehending others ; that 
one of the principal plotters (Christopher 
Layer) having since that time, been tried and 
condemned, it was somewhat strange, that no 
particulars relating to the said Conspiracy had 
been yet communicated to that HouSe, the 
rather because several of their members bad 
been apprehended, and were stilt confined upon 
suspicion of being concerned in it : Anil there- 
fore his lordship moved, " That the Judges of 
the King's- bench be ordered te cause the Trial 
of Christopher Layer, esq. to be forthwith 
printed and published, the same being first pe- 
rused by the King's Counsel/' ' 

This motion was backed by the earls Cowper, 
Strafford and Ayletford, the jords Trevor, Ba» . 
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thiirst, and Lechmere, who urged, " That there 
had been an extraordinary, and in their opi- 
nion, an unnecessary delay in the printing and 
publishing the said Trial, it being two months 
Since Mr. Layer was tried, direction having 
been given to Samuel Buckley, for the speedy* 
publishing of his Trial, so long since as the 
27th of November last, as appeared by an Ad- 
vertisement printed by authority in the Ga- 
zette : That no step having been taken for 
' obtaining the justice due by the laws of the 
land to any of the other conspirators, the pub- 
lication of the said Trial ought, in their opi- 
nion, to have been quickened, whereby , the 
nation would - have received such satisfaction, 
concerning the said execrable Conspiracy, as 
could be collected from the said proceeding ; 
and the House have 'been enabled to make 
such use of it, as should appear necessary for 
the honour, interest, and safety of his Majesty 
~and his kingdoms/' To this it was answered 
by 

The Lord Carteret, That the Order moved for 
i? as altogether unnecessary, directions having, 
long before, been given by the Judges of the 
court of KingVbench, for the printing and 
, publishing of the said Trial with all convenient 
speed ; that the said Trial being of a very 
large extent, and several parts of it, that were 
taken down in short hand, requiring a 'great 
deal of time to be put in order, and revised 
and rectified by the Judges, and the counsel on 
both sides, nad occasioned the delay com- 

?lained of ; but that t^e printing of the said 
Vial being now in great forwardness, the same 
would be published in a few davs. 

4 Protest relating thereto.] His lordship was 
supported by the dukes of Argyle and New- 
castle, and a question being stated upon the 
earl of Anglesea's motion, the previous ques- 
tion was put, That the said question be now 
put, which was carried in the negative, by 53 
Voices against 32. 

" Dissentient' 
1. " Because it appeared tp us, on the debate 
of the main question, that there has been an 
unnecessary and affected delay in the printing 
and publishing the said Trial, it being full two 
months since Christopher Layer was tried ; 
and direction having been given fur tbe speedy 
publishing thereof, so long since as the 27th of 
November last, as appears by an advertise- 
ment, printed by authority, in the Gazette , 
and it having been allowed in tbe debate, that 
the delay was extraordinary, and no fact 
. haying been laid before the House sufficient, 
as we apprehend, to excuse such delay, we 
think, that the main question ought to have 
been put, as the only security, in our opinion 
against any farther neglect, and to prevent any 
imputation on the honour of the House for 
countenancing or conniving at such delay. 

3. " This House having received no manner of 
satisfaction, since his 1 Majesty's most gracious 
Speech from the Throne, touching the horrid 
Conspiracy therein communicated ; and no 



step having been taken, for ought appears to 
us, either in Parliament, or elsewhere, for ob- 
taining the justice due by the laws of tbe land 
to any of the conspirators (except the said 
Layer) though his Majesty was pleased to as* 
sure this House, in his, Speech from the throne, 
that some of the conspirators were then taken 
up and secured ; we think that the main ques- 
tion ought to have been put, whereby the pub- 
lication of the said trial might have been 
quickened, and thereby the nation have re- 
ceived such satisfaction concerning the said ex- 
ecrable conspiracy, as could be collected from 
the said proceeding ; and this House have 
been enabled to make such use thereof, as 
should appear necessary in their wisdom for 
the honour, interest, and safety of his Majesty 
and his kingdoms. 

3. " Because we are apprehensive, that 
the delay in publishing the said trial may have 
contributed to create jealousies concerning the 
"said conspiracy, and may have encouraged ill 
affected persons to foment the same, to the 
great prejudice of his Majesty's government ; 
and as, in our opinion, the speedy publishing 
the said trial, if the same had been done, might 
have conduced to the prevention of those mis- 
chiefs ; we also conceive, that the farther 
growth of t|iem might have been checked, if the 
main question had been put, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

4. " Because we think it of great consequence 
to his Majesty's service, that the publication 
of the said trial should have been made under 
the strictest security against any partiality or 
other abuse relating thereto; and therefore* 
we think, the main question ought to have 
been put, whereby the care and inspection 
thereof would have been lodged, by authority 
of this House, in the hands of the Judges, to 
whom it properly belongs ; and its falling into 
any other hands not so proper, or not so im- 
mediately responsible to this House, would 
have been prevented. '-(Signed,) Anglesey 

Craven, Cowper, Bat hurst, Aylesford, 
Gower, Osborne, Fran. Cestriens', Wes- 
ton, Strafford, Hereford, Foley, Leeh- 
mere, Trevor, Ashburnbam, Camp ton." 

Debate in the Lords on a Motion for the 
Judges, Counsel. Sfc. concerned*™ Layer's Trial, 
to attend the House. J Then the lord Bathurst 
moved " That the Judges of the King's- bench 
should attend in their places on* Thursday next, 
and that the King's counsel who were concern- 
ed in the trial of Christopher Layer, and also 
the' counsel for the said Layer at the said trial, 
and Mr. Samuel Buckley, and the person or 
persons who took the sajd trial in short hand, 
should attend at the bar of this House at the 
same time." This motion was supported by 
the lord Lechmere, the earls of Strafford, Co- 
ningsby, Bristol, and Cowper ; but was op- 
posed by the lords Carteret and Onslow, and 
the duke of Newcastle. 

Protest on the said Motion's passing in the 
Negative.] So that the question fee*ng,pat 
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" Dissentient' 
1. " Because, the assertion and suggestion 
in the Protestation intended to be censured by 
the Resolution are qualified as the amendments 
offered would have stated them, if admitted, by 
being restrained to the opinion of the Lords 
who signed the Protestation ; but those restric- 
tions are wholly omitted in tfye Resolution : 
And we are clearly of opinion, that if the as- 
sertion and suggestion had been set forth in the 
Resolution, as they stand in the Protestation, 
they could not have been censured with any 
colour of justice ; but that the said omission 
being, as we conceive, of a circumstance ex- 
tremely material, we think the censures con- 
tained in the Resolution are not applicable to 
the assertion and suggestion found in the Pro- 
testation, but to such as are of a very different 
nature. 

&, " The restraining the assertions used in 
Protestations to the apprehension or opinion of 
the Lords protesting, where it contradicts the 
opinion of the House, is, as we conceive,, so 
much of the essence of a Protestation with 
reasons, that of the great number of instances 
of such Protestations standing on the Journals 
of this House, not one Would he found regular 
among them, if that due caution and respect 
to the opinion of the majority was omitted ; 
and therefore it 6eems clear to us, that the like 
censure might be, as justly passed on all the 
Protestations with reasons, that were ever en- 
tered, if they weVe recited and represented in 
the same manner as we conceive this to be. 

(Signed,} Brooke, Fran. Cestriens', Scars* 

dale, Cowper, Craven, Montjoy, Ash- 
burnham, Trevor, Litchfield, Exeter, 
Guildford, Osborne, Hereford, Uxbridge, 
Strafford, Aiiglesea, Lechraere, Coinp- 
ton, Foley, Bathurst, Hay, Aberdeen, 
Gower, Bingley." • ' » 

Farther Protests relating to the Printing 
of Layer** Trial] Then a motion was made, 
" That the said Trial has been printed and 
published with as much expedition as the 
length and nature of the said Trial, and the 
careful perusal and examination thereof by the 
Judges, could admit of, and in as little time as 
has been generally accustomed in the like 
cases ; and that it is an unjust insinuation that 
the authority of this House was wanting for 
lodging the care and inspection of the said 
Trial in the hands of the Judges, or that there 
was any danger of its falling into any other 
hands, or that the same had been under the di- 
rection of any others whatsoever besides the 
Judges." And a question being stated there- 
upon, it was proposed to leave out these wards, 
'< And that it is an unjust insinuation, that the 
authority of this House was wanting for lodging 
the care and inspection of the said trial in the « 
hands of the Judges, or that there was any. 
danger of its falling into any other hands, or 
that the same had been under the direction of 
any others whatsoever besides the Judges.* 
Whioh being objected to, the question was put, 



thereupon, it was carried in the negative, by 
48 voices against 29. 

(< Dissentient' 

1. " Because the House having resolved, 
that the question for ordering the printing the 
trial of Layer should not now be put, we are of 
opinion, thai it is- thereby made necessary, for 
the honour of the House, that the occasion of 
the delay should be inquired. into; for without 
such inquiry, we are apprehensive, that the 
proceedings of this House may be miscon- 
strued as tending to countenance such delay. 

2. " Because we think it the right of this 
House to enquire into all neglects or abuses 
which ebneern the public; and though it was 
objected in the debate, that such inquiry might 
carry some imputation on the judges, or other 
persons concerned ; we think that that ob- 
jection may be equally assigned against all in- 
quiries ; but is inconsistent with the honour 
and dignity of the House, and ought not, as we 
conceive, to be put in the balance with the 
honour of the House and the public service, to 
which the question, in our opinion, has an ap- 
parent tendency. » (Signed,) Anglesea, 

Aylesford, Ashhurnham, Fran. Ces- 
triens', BroOke, Craven, Strafford, Comp- 
ten, Weston, Lechmere, Gower, Tre- 
vor, Cowper, Osborne) Bathurst, Foley/' 

Debate on the Protest of Jan. 21, relating to 
the Printing of Layer's Trial] Jan. S9. The 
Order was read, for taking into consideration 
the Protest entered in the Journal of this 
House upon Monday the 31st of this instant 
January ; and the several Reasons in the said 
Protest being read, a motion was made, That 
it is a groundless assertion in the Protest en- 
tered upon Monday the 21st of this instant 
January, that it appeared in the debate, that 
there had been an unnecessary and affected 
Delay in the printing and publishing the trial 
of Christopher Layer ; and the fltmost indignity 
to this House to suggest that any question was 
necessary to have been jput, for preventing an 
imputation on the honour of this House, for 
countenancing or conniving at such delay. 

And a question being stated > thereupon, it 
was proposed after the word * Debate,* and be- 
fore the word ' that' to add these words, viz. 
< to the Lords who signed the said Protest.' 
Which being objected to, the question was put 
whether those words shall be made part of the 
Question ? It was resolved in the negative. 
Content 34. Not content 64. 

Then it was proposed, after the word, ' ques- 
tion,' and before the words ' was necessary,' 
to insert these words, viz. * in the Opinion of 
4 the same Lords.* Which being likewise ob- 
jected to, the question was put r whether those 
words should be made part 'of the question ? 
It was resolved in (he negative. 

Protett relating to the said Protest.] Then 
the foregoing stated question was pat; and 
it was revived in the affirmative. 
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whether those words shall stftud part of the 
question ? It was resolved in the affirmative, by 
62 against 35. 

a Dissentient* 
r u Because we conceiveit to be contrary to the 
nature and course of proceedings in Parliament, 
that a complicated question consisting of mat- 
ters of a different consideration should be put, 
especially if objected to, that Lords may not 
be deprived Of the liberty of giving their judg- 
ments on the said different matters, if they 

think fit. (Signed,) Scarsdale, Aberdeen, 

Exeter, Brooke, Osborne, Hay, Trevor, 
Anglesea, Cowper, Fran. Cestriens', 
Montjoy, Foley, Ashburnham, Strafford, 
Gower, Craven, Bathurst, Guilford, 
' . Litchfield, Lechmere, Bingley,Uxbridge, 
Compton, Hereford." 

- Then the main question was put. "That the 
(said Trial has been printed and published with 
*s much expedition, as the length and nature 
of the said Trial, and the careful perusal and 
examination thereof by the Judges, could ad- 
mit of, and in as little time as has been ge- 
nerally accustomed in the like cases ; and 
that it is an unjust insinuation, that the au- 
thority of this House was wanting for lodging 
the care and inspection of the said Trial in 
the hand* of the Judges, or that there was 
any danger of its falling into any other hands, 
or that the same had been under the direction 
of any others whatsoever besides the Judges ?" 
It was resolved in the affirmative, by 58 
against 32. , 

"Dissentient* . 

1. " Because when a question was moved, 
on the twenty-first of this instant, in order to 
appoint a day for this House to inquire, if the 
printing Layer's Trial was dispatched with all 
proper expedition, or if not, where the fault 
fay-; which would naturally have led us to have 
seen if it bad fallen into any other hands than 
it should have done; though we thought it 
highly reasonable, the majority of the House 
then did not, and we were yet willing to have 
gone into the same examination ; but we can- 

Sot conceive it to be fit or agreeable to the 
ignity or regular course of proceedings in this 
House to vote or resolve so many matters of 
feet, as are contained in this Resolution, with- 
out any examination at all, or any evidence 
given to support them, and which in their na- 
ture, we. think, cannot be within the knowledge 
of any one lord present in the debate. 

2. " As for the insinuation with which the 
protestation is charged by this resolution, we do 
not apprehend the protestation to be justly lia- 
ble 4 to that charge; but supposing it to be so, 
we cannot yet but be of opinion, that the per- 
mitting that matter to have been fully inquired 
'into, would have been the properest and best 

method of preventing or answering that insi- 

TOation. (Signed,) Litchfield, Foley, 

Gower, Lechmere, Guilford, Scarsdale, 
Trevor, Bingley, Brooke, Strafford, 
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Compton, Exeter, ^Craven, Cowper, 

Aberdeen, Hay, Uxbridge, Osborne, 

Anglesea, Fran. Cestriens', Montjoy, 
Bathurst, Hereford." 

Protest relating to the Conspiracy.] Them 
a motion was made, " That this House, not ca- 
pable of doubting of the truth of the traiterous 
Conspiracy communicated to them by his Ma- 
jesty in his Speech from the throne, has ever 
since that time received very great satisfaction 
from some convincing proofs touching the same, 
and is firmly persuaded, that such farther satis- 
faction will he yet in due time given, as must 
render it impossible for any one to doubt there- 
of;" and a question being stated thereupon, 
after debate, the previous question was put, 
whether the said question shall be now put? It 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

" Dissentient' 
1. " Because to the best of our apprehen- 
sions, no part of the Protestation gave occa- 
sion for the putting of such a question ; for it 
was, -as we conceive, clearly admitted in the 
Protestation, that his Majesty's most gracious 
Speech from the throne had given satisfaction 
as to the truth of the conspiracy in general ; and 
the excepting Layer's Trial therein did plainly 
allow, that the said trial had, as far as that 
went, opened the particulars ; and vet the re- 
solution, as we take it, carries with it an insi- 
nuation, that the Protestation had raised a 
doubt concerning the truth of the said traiter- 
ous Conspiracy ; which insinuation is, in our 
opinion, entirely groundless. 

9. " The said several Resolutions importing 
censures, as we conceive, on the said Protesta- 
tion, and being not warranted by more than 
one precedent, that we can find, on the Jour- 
nals of this House; and the liberty Of protest- 
ing with reasons being an unquestionable right 
and essential privilege of the whole peerage, we 
are of opinion that the said Resolutions tend to 
discountenance and discourage the due liberty 
of protesting ; and in that respect may be, as 

we apprehend, of dangerous consequence. 

(Signed,) Litchfield, Osborne, Guilford, Comp- 
ton, Bathurst, Bingley, Hay, Montjoy, 
Brook, Fran. Cestriens', Craven, Angle* 
sea, Foley, Lechmere, Scarsdale, Aber- 
deen, Strafford, Hereford, Cowper, Ux- 
bridge, Exeter, Gower." 

Protest against the Number of Land-Forces 
for the Year 1733.] February 16. Report was 
made from the Committee of the whole House, 
of the Amendments made to the Bill for pu- 
nishing Mutiny and Desertion ; and the Amend- 
ment, in relation to the number of forces to be 
allowed, which was, to specify that 16,449 effec- 
tive men, and 1,815 invalids should be the 
number instead of all the forces then on foot, 
being read a second time, the question was put, 
whether to agree with die Committee in the 
said Amendment? It was resolved in the %h 
firmative. Content 70, Not-Content 35, 
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this will be a means of continuing them in per* 
petuity ; for we think it probable, there will, at 
all times* hereafter, be easily found as good 
reasons for continuing tbis increase, as there ii 
now for making it. 

5." Because we think the greatest, and 
only lasting security tchis Majesty and his go- 
vernment, is in the hearts and affections of his 
subjects; and if the disaffection or discontents 
which have of late happened from some un- 
fortunate proceedings, are thought by any to 
be an argument for raising more forces, we 
think it the duty of all good subjects, who 
wish well to his Majesty and our present 
happy establishment, to use their best endea- 
vours for curing those discontents, by removing 
or lessening the occasions of them, and conse- 
quently that there should not be an augmenta- 
tion of the army, which is already sufficiently 
burthensome to the subjects, both by the great 
charge of maintaining them, and by the un- 
easiness to the places where they are quartered; 
because thereby the charge to the subjects will 
be considerably increased, which, as we ap- 
prehend, ought most carefully to be avoided in 
our circumstances, when the load of taxes is 
already so very great, and the kingdom in- 
volved in so immense a debt, that nothing but 
the most prudent cecononfy and good husban- 
dry, can give us any probable prospect of eas- 
ing it : and therefore not being convinced of 
any real or just ground for such increase of 
troops, do fear that this will not take away or 
lessen, but rather increase the discontents and 
disaffection of the people, and, in that respect, 
weaken his Majesty's government, in a greater 
degree than it will be strengthened*, by this 
addition of forces, allowing something for , the 
possibility of false musters.- — (Signed) W. 
Ebor\ Powlet, Uxbridge, Aberdeen, Or- 
ford, Scarsdale, Gower, Trevor, Comp- 
ton, Stratford, Fr. Cestriens', Hay, 
Cowper, Osborne, Litchfield, Ashburo- 
ham, Foley, Montjoy." 



" Dissentient' 

1. " Because, as we conceive, the keeping 
an army of regular troops in this kingdom, 
under martial law,,consisting of a greater num- 
ber than what we take to be necessary for the 
guard of the King's person, and defence of the 
government, is of the most dangerous conse- 
quence' to the constitution of this kingdom; 
and; in our opinion, may bring on a total alte- 
ration of the frame of our government from a 
legal and limited monarchy to a despotic; and 
we are induced to be of this judgment, as well 
from the nature of armies, and the inconsisten- 
cy of so great a military power and martial law 
with the civil authority, as from the known and 
universal experience of other countries in 'Eu- 
rope, which by tbe influence and power of 
standing armies, in time or peace, have from 
limited monarchies, like ours, been changed 
into absolute : for which reason we cannot give 
our consent to this Amendment, whereby the 
present number of troops amounting in the 
whole (invalids included) to fourteen thousand 
odd hundred men (which we think abundantly 
sufficient for all good purposes) will be increas- 
ed to near four thousand more, although there 
be at this time no ground to apprehend an in- 
vasion from a foreign enemy, or, as we believe, 
any insurrection or rebellion at home. 

2. " Because that which seems to have given 
rise to this augmentation of the army, is the 
late treasonable conspiracy, which his Majesty 
at the opening of this session, acquainted bis 
parliament with ; and that conspiracy having 
been discovered above eight months since, and 
the farther detecting and punishing the con- 
spirators having been ever since in the hands of 
a faithful and diligent ministry, we cannot think 
it at all probable the conspiracy should still 
be carrying on ; or if any dregs of it should be 
yet remaining, that the government cannot be 
easily secured by'a civil authority, assisted by 
so great a number of troops as are ^t present 
on foot ; and therefore we cannot think our- 
selves justifiable to the kingdom (whose rights 
and privileges we are intrusted to preserve) 
bad we given our votes for this augmentation 
of troops, when no evident necessity, or just 
occasion appeared to us for such an increase. 

3. " Because the act passed this session, to 
enable his Majesty to apprehend and detain in 
custody any person (suspected of being en- 
gaged in any treasonable conspiracy) for above 
twelve months, though that power had never 
been granted to the crown before, for half 
that time at once (and that when there was 
an actual rebellion, or expected invasion) was 
so great a power added to the former authority 
of tbe crown, that we cannot but think it alto- 
gether sufficient to prevent any mischiefs from 
treasonable plots or practices, which may be 
be carried on by any rebellious or discontented 
persons, without increasing the army, which, 
in its present state, is not submitted to, but as 
necessary for avoiding a greater evil. 

4. " Though' the intended augmentation by 
tbis bill is intended ouly for one year, yet we fear 



Report of the Committee op the House 
op Commons, concerning the Project 
commonly called " The Harburgh 
Lottery/ 

Feb. 1. Mr. Hungerford reported, from the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the Pro- 
ject, called " The Harburgh Lottery,"* and all 

* " The affair which occasioned the most 
talk, next to the Plot, was the Harburgh Lot*, 
tery, which was brought before the Parliament 
this session. The lottery took^ its name from , 
the place where it was to be drawn, the town 
and port of. Harburgh on the river Elbe, within 
the King's German dominions, where the* pro- 
jector was to settle a trade for tbe woollen mar 
nufacture between England and Germany. 
The House of Commons having appointed a 
Committee to inquire into this and other lot- 
teries, then carrying on in London, it was re* 
presented in their Report, That the scheme pro- 
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other foreign Lotteries, now carrying on in the 
city of London, the matter, as it appeared to 
them ; and be read the same in his place; and 
afterwards delivered the Report in at the 
clerk's table : W here the same was read; and 
is as follows ; viz. 

M That the said Committee have, with the ut- 
most diligence, endeavoured to find out by 
what authority, and by virtue of what in- 
struments, the said Lottery was erected ; in 
• order to lay the same before the House ; and 
to make the said Lottery, and the manage- 
ment thereof, the more intelligible : but the 
Committee, finding they should meet with 
great difficulties in obtaining such instru- 
ments ; and the more, for that pne of the 
persons, who, as your said Committee was in- 
formed, was capable of giving your Com- 
mittee a very material account of the crea- 
tion of the said Lottery, was withdrawn; 
and your Committee being unwilling to enter 
into the examination of any instruments, or 
writings, which might be interpreted to be 
part of his Majesty's German administra- 
tion: have contented themselves to lay oniy 
before the House the printed copy of the 
Scheme of the said Lottery, with some Re- 
marks thereon ; and the Examinations of 
witnesses, viva vbce, relating thereto : 

" That the Scheme proposes, that 1.500,000/. 
Sterling* or 16,500,000 guilders, should be sub- 

posed, that 1,500,000/. sterling, or 16,500,000 
guilders, should be subscribed ; and that it was 
to be drawn at Harburgh, in five classed, 
100,600 tickets to be drawn in each class, at 3/. 
per ticket ; and that every person subscribing 
was to pay 12*. or six guilders for each ticket, 
before the drawing each class of the lottery. 
That 200,000/. of 300,000/. in each class, was 
to be divided into lots, to the fortunate adven- 
turers, which amounts to 1,000,000/. to be de- 
ducted out^of the whole sum, which was to be 
paid the fortunate adventurers. That a sum, 
of 1,000,0001. was subscribed for, to carry on 
a trade between Great- Britain and his Majesty's 
German dominions; and that 2 per cent, was only 
paid in upon the stock so subscribed : of which a 
sum (if 13,000/. or more was actually paid in 
money, and 7000/. or more was secured by 
notes ; 400,000/. whereof was subscribed. At 
first, 106,000/, stock was sold at 15/. 5f. per 
cent, of which two per cent, was only paid m 
to the company, and the rest disposed of as 
follows; 13/. 3s. per cent, which amounted to 
1&,150/. 10,000/. of which was given to Mr. 
Nicolai ; and 3,150/. to Mr. Benjamin Joules, 
for their services : And as to 13,000/. paid in 
money, and 7,000/. in notes, the Committee 
could get no account what was become of it, 
not being able to see their books ; nor could 
the committee-learn what number of tickets 
had -been delivered out, or what money there- 
upon had been received, or what was become 
of what they had received. That with- regard 
to the disposition of the other 500,000*. 5 per 



scribed ; and that it was to be drawn at Har- 
berg in five Classes, 100,00ft tickets being to be 
drawn in each class, at 3/. per ticket ; and that 
every person subscribing was to pay 19s. or 6 
guilders, for each ticket, before the drawing 
each class of the said Lottery : 

" That 900,000/. of the 300,000/. in each 
class, was to be divided in lots to the fortunate 
adventurers ; which amounts te 1,000,000/. ; to 
be deducted out of the, whole sum which was 
to be paid to the fortunate adventurers. 

" It will be necessary, in order to inform 
the House how the other 500,000/. was to be 
disposed of, to acquaint them with such know* 
ledge as the Committee could gain of the na* 
tore and establishment of the company; not 
being able to see the instruments by which it 
was granted. 

" It appeared to the Committee, That a 
sum of 1,000,000/. was subscribed for, to carry 
on a trade between Great Britain, and his 
Majesty's German dominions; and that 2 per 
cent, was agreed to be paid in upon the stock 
so subscribed ; of which, a sum of 13,000/. or 
more was actually paid in money ; and 7000/. 
or more, was secured by notes; 400,000/. 
whereof was subscribed for at first: and 
1,000,000/ stock was sold at 15/. 3s. per cent. : 
of which 2 per cent, only was paid in to the 
company ; and the rest disposed of as fol- 
low ; viz. 13/. 3s. per cent, which amount- 
ed to 13,150/.; 10,000/. of which was given 
to Mr. Nicolai, and 3,150/. to Mr. Joules-, 

cent, upon 1,500,000/. which amounts to 
75,000/. was to be deducted for management ; 
which being taken out of the said 500,000/. 
leaves 445,000/. which sum was to be incorpo- 
rated. into the stock of the first company, and 
to make apart of a capital of 1,500,000/. as 
the Committee apprehended, of which they 
.could get no positive information. But whether 
the former capital was intended to b£ so great, 
or only to consist of this 425,000/. and the 
1,000,000/. which was before subscribed, it 
appeared to the Committee, that a plain fraud 
was intended in joining this real sum with an 
imaginary subscription : of which 2 per cent, 
only was paid in or secured, and that probably 
embezzled/ The trustees of this lottery were 
twenty ; some of whom were in Germany ; 
the rest, who were in England, were the lord 
Barrington, sir John Hartop, Charles Frede* 
rick Krenbergh, John London, Fiennes Har- 
rison, Peter Hartop, William Squire, Edward 
Richier, John Caswai; William Sterling, Ben- 
jamin Smkb,Benjamin Burroughs, John Thomp- 
son, Henry Ben dish, - — * Foster, Benjamin 
Joules, and John Manley. But several of them 
resigned their trust immediately, being dissatis* 
fied with the scheme ; for, when sir Thomas Web- 
ster, sir Charles Wager, and lord Barrington 
waited upon lord Townshend, lord Carteret, 
and Mr. Waipole, they were told, that air 
English charter for tike advantage ©f the Lot* 
tery could not be granted, because it was ilte* 
galwdimpraetKaWe* Tmdai 
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ibr their services :. And as to the 13,000/. 
paid in money, at 2 pep cent for stock, 
as aforesaid, and 7,000/. in notes, the com- 
mittee could get no account of what was 
become of it; not being able to see their 
books : Nor can your Committee learn what 
number of tickets have been delivered out, or 
what money thereupon has been received, or 
what is become of what they have received, 

"The Committee thought it necessary to 
lay this matter before the House, to inform 
them what was to be done with the other 
600,000/. 

" In the first place, 5 per cent, upon 
1,500,000/. which amounts to 75,000/. was to 
be deducted for management; which, being 
taken oat of the said 500,000/. leaves 425,000/. ; 
which sum was to be incorporated into the 
stock of the first company, and to make a part 
of a capital of 1,500,000/. as they apprehend ; 
of which they could get no positive informa- 
tion : But, whether the former capital was in- 
tended to be so great, or only to consist of 
this 425,000/. and the 1,000,000 which was 
before subscribed ; it appears to us, that a 
plain fraud was intended, in joining this real 
sum with, an imaginary subscription, of which 
2 per cent, only was paid in, or secured ; and 
that,, probably, embezzled : 

" As to the further particulars of the Lot- 
tery ; the .Committee beg leave to refer to the 
printed copy of the Scheme, which is hereunto 
annexed (No 1.) 

" And, in order to inform the House more 
fully of the subject matter of the said Lottery, 
the Committee have thought fit to lay before 
the House the most material parts of the exa- 
minations themselves : Which are as follow : 
viz. ' 

«' Mr. Benjamin Joules informed your Com- 
mittee, That, he the examinant, had not 
the written scheme of the Harburgh Lottery ; 
for that Mr. Ridpath, who is. secretary to the said 
Lottery, lias all the writings and accounts' re- 
lating thereto ; but that he had a printed copy 
of the scheme of the said Lottery, which he 
delivered to the Committee, ami is hereunto 
annexed ; and said, He takes it to he » a true 
copy of the written scheme ; which," as far as 
be knows, has been always in Rid path's hands ; 
That, to the 6th Article of a charter for com- 
merce, granted by his Majesty as duke and 
elector of Brunswick, there is a grant given 
for setting up a Lottery ; which grant was 
made to several gentlemen, in trust for the be- 
nefit of the examinant : That he has seen the 
original charter : That it bore date about the 
latter end of November 1720; and that it 
specifies the Lottery to be drawn at Hanover : 
That the grant of the Lottery was made to 
the examinant, about this time 12 months: 
That, when sir Thomas Webster proposed to 
make the examinant recompence for his said 
right in the charter, as to the grant of the 
Lottery: sir Thomas said, That, they were 
agreed to give the examinant a gratuity, and 
offered him 10,000/ f i and the examinant made 

Voi.. VIII. 



answer, He would leave it to them ; and did 
accept of the 10,000/. for assigning his said 
right ; which assignment was made to several 
persons, in trust for the company: That there 
were 5 classes in the said Lottery; and that be 
was to receive the 10,000/. at 5 several pay- 
ments, at 2,000/. each payment, before the 
drawing each class of the said Lottery : That 
the payment of the money is secured to the ex* 
aminant, by articles, in writing, bearing date 
the 16th October 1,722, which he delivered to 
the Committee, under the hands and seals of 
the persons, to whom the profits of the Lot- 
tery are conveyed, in trust for the company; 
and that it appears thereby, that the exami- 
nant was to be paid the 10,000/. as before- 
mentioned ; That it likewise appears, by the 
recital of the said articles, th.at the profits of 
the said Lottery r which are purchased of him 
for the sum before-mentioned, was by an agree- 
ment made at Hanover, bearing date the 14th 
November 1720, N. S. previously granted- to 
the said examinant Benjamin Joules : 

" Being shewn ene of the tickets -of the 
said Lottery, No 17, M. 211, to which the ex- 
aminant's name is printed as treasurer : Said, 
That the tickets were issued by his privity and 
consent ; and that he believes, they were not 
delivered out numerically : That he is not 
treasurer to the trustees for the Lottery ; for 
that they act themselves as treasurers - 9 alter- 
nately, in manner 'following ; viz. That there 
are two iron chests ; arid that two of the trus- 
tees have each of them a key, and the secre- 
tary has another; and that the trustees deliver 
over their keys to the next that wait, and then 
they are answerable no longer :* That the two 
trustees and secretary,' when in waiting, had it 
in their power to take out the effects, that 
were in those- chests: That there are 20 trus- 
tees ' f but some of them are in Germany ; and 
those that are here , now, are lord Barrington t 
Wm. Sterling, sjr Johp Hartop, Benja, Smith, 
Chr. Fred. Kreinberg, Benja. Burroughs, John! 
London, John Thompson, Fiennes Harrison, 

H. Bend ish, Peter Hartop/ Foster, Wm. 

Squire, Benja. Joules the examinant, Edward 
Richier, John Manley, John Caswall : Thai 
every one of the said trustees have accepted 
the trust, except Mr. John Manley, Mr. Henry 
Bendish, and Mr. Foster, by signing the coun- 
terpart of the assignment ef the Lottery : but 
that lord Barrington, sir John Hartop, and Mr, 
Henry Bendish, never acted : That he believes, 
That all the trustees he has named, who have 
acted, have had the keys of the chests : That 
there were to be printed 500,000 tickets ; and 
the examinant believes most of them are 

f>rinted: and that they are printed upon Tower- 
iiil ; and that the examinant believes, 3M[r, 
Billingsley did agree for the printing' them ; 
That the tickets- were brought to the York- 
buildings house, and locked up in the iron 
chests by the said- trustees, who deliver them 
but, and receive the * money for them* That 
he does not know what number of tickets have 
been issued out, nor what sums of money ra- 
ff 
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oeived for tickets delivered, for that be never 
saw any account of it : That be believes, Mr. 
Rid path keeps the account of the money re- 
ceived: That if the Lottery should take place, 
the stock would be worth 29 per cent. : That 
the whole stock is called . 1,500,000/. stock", 
and that it was as large before the new proprie- 
tors came in : That 2 per cent, is paid in upon 
1,000,000/. ; in money, 13,000/. ; in notes, 
7,000/. which were paid to the examinant as 
treasurer to the company. 

" Being examined by what authority be was 
treasurer, said, he was appointed treasurer by 
the Charter of the King, and that bis name is 
in the warrant of the king as treasurer: Being 
asked, how be came to take notes ; declared, 
he received orders from some of the directors 
to take them ; and that the notes are some of 
their own : That the notes are in the custody 
ofRidpath; for that he,' the examinant, has 
accounted with the Company, and delivered 
the account to him the said Ridpatb/ 

" Mr. Geo. Ridpath, Secretary to the Trustees 
for the Harburgh Lottery, being examined as to 
the scheme of the said Lottery, said, That the 
calculations of the Lottery agree with the 
scheme tha^t was approved by his Majesty: That 
there is a power to erect a Lottery bythe 6th 
article of a charter granted by his Majesty, 
which was in order to clear the river Elbe : 
That he cannot be positive who formed the Lot- 
tery ; but that he has heard, that Mr. Biliingsley 
formed the scheme of it : 

" Being asked, who was the person that first 
handed the scheme to the examinant ; said, 
that he saw it in company, but cannot tell who 
brought it to the company : that lord Barring- 
ton, and some others, were then present ; and 
that it did appear to have* his Majesty's Sign 
Manual, and seal of the Electorate, when it was 
first nanded to the company, as a company ; 
hut that the examinant, previous , to that, saw 
the scheme in the hands of Mr. Billingstey; 
whom he takes to be chief projectei' ; and that 
he is not certain it was the same scheme as is 
printed.; and that, then, it neither had his Ma- 
jesty's Sign Manual, nor the Privy-Seal of the 
Electorate ; That, when this scheme was pro-* 
jected, the profits* of the lottery were Mr. 
Joules's, by an agreement made at Hanover, 
. for which he was to clear and deepen the river 
JSlbe :^ and that lord Bar rington, sir Alexander 
Cairnes, Mr. Nicotai, Mr. Alderman Baylis, 
Mr. Fiepnes Harrison, and Mr. Mount, made 
that agreement with him ; Which was confirmed 
by the company, nem. eon. and is enfered 
in the minutes : that Mr. Joules petitioned 
bis Majesty for an order to issue the Lot- 
tery ; but that it was previously granted to 
him by a vote of the company : That, since he 
was Secretary, there has been minutes kept, 
which is since the charter wits granted for the 
Commerce Company, in which there is a power 
bo erect a Lottery : 

" Being desired to produce the charters, 
hook s, and papers, relating to the Lottery ; said, 
Tttitt he has not hie Majesty's leave to produce 



them ; and desired the Committee would not 
put him upon difficulties : Being again asked 
Whether he would not deliver the papers; 
said, that he was very willing to deliver the 
papers, if it was not for the difficulties he has 
before-mentioned ; and that he is afraid those 
difficulties extend to all the papers, as well the 
deed that conveys tlie profits of the Lottery 
to Joules, and the minute-books, as the char- 
ters : 

. << The Abstract of the scheme of the Har- 
borg company's Lottery for 1,500,000/. ster- 
ling, or 16,500,000 guilders, in the Flying* 
Post, from Tuesday November 13th, to Thurs- 
day November 15th, 1723 (which is the same 
as that hereunto annexed, N° 1.), being read 
to the examinant, said, that it wae printed by 
his direction ; and that the scheme in the same, 
to the best of his knowledge, agreeth with that 
which is signed by his Majesty ; and that the 
warrapt, and approbation of the scheme, recked 
in the said abstract, are signed at St. James's, 
as mentioned in the said paper : 

" The Advertisement, relating to the Har- 
burg Lottery, in the Flying-Post, from Tuesday 
December 4tb, to/ Thursday December 6th, 
1722 (which is hereunto annexed, N°. 2.), 
being read to 'the examinant ; he declared, 
That he believes be sent it to the printer's: 
That be drew the advertisement himself, and af* 
terwards shewed it to several gentlemen ; and 
particularly, as he believes, to Mr. Burroughs 
and Mr. Squire, who are trustees and directors, 
at a meeting at the York-Bui ldings-houee : and 
that it was not ordered either by a court of di- 
rectors, or the trustees ? 

" Being asked, What was meant by these 
words, part of the advertisement, * as will con- 
vince their enemies, or rather those of his Ma- 
jesty, and the trade of the nation said, That 
those that are enemies to his Majesty, have 
opposed the Lottery : That the examinant be- 
lieves the tickets wece printed at Tower-hill; 
and that the examinant never heard, that any 
of them were printed at Hanover, or Harburg : 
That the persons that are appointed agents . to 
deliver out the tickets, were nominated by the 
acting trustees ; who are Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Caswall, Mr. Squire, Mr. Thompson, Mr. 
Richier : That there are some of the trustees 
at Harburg ; but that no Committee of them 
hare met there; nor has there been any orders 
or directions, sent from them, that this exami- 
nant knows of : That abundance of gentlemen 
have subscribed for tickets, to the amount of 
about 100,000 tickets ; which they are to pay 
for, when they take the tickets out ; ant} that 
there Was a commission sent lately, from a gen- 
tleman in France^ for 1,000 tickets : that he 
cannot tell how many are • delivered out ; for 
that the trustees keep the accounts, and have 
the books now in their custody : that the exa- 
minant has heard, they have received about 
100/. for tickets : 

** The v examinant, being further examined, 
said* That lord Barrmgton did not give him di- 
rections to publish th* abstract of tlie. scheme 
1 
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in the Ftying-Post, of 13th November, nor any 
of the advertisements now shewn to the exami- 
Mant < That the Lottery has heen under the con- 1 
aideration of several meetings of directors, and 
general meetings of proprietors ; and that rt 
has had their approbation in general : That he 
do not remember be ever heard any one, at 
any one meeting, complain of the Lottery, as 
taking too much from adventurers, and giviqg 
too much m the proprietors of the stock : 

" Being asked, Whether there was ever ten 
votes against the Lottery ? said, there was not 
fcalf ten : That the last general meeting or- 
dered, that endeavours should be used to fill the 
lottery with all possible speed ; and that all 
the deputy-governors, and directors, were sum- 
moned to that meeting ; and that it was then 
also agreed, that endeavours should be used to 
obtain an English Charter for trade ; but that 
be never .beard, that any application was de- 
signed to be made for a charter for a Lottery : 
that there are 'minutes taken of the order to ap- 
ply for an English Charter : 
• " Being asked, Whether he has ever heard 
the Lottery or the Company by which the Lot- 
tery is granted, treated as a bubble by those 
that are concerned ; said, That he has heard it 
so treated by Mr. Hope, and sir Thomas Web- 
ster ; the last of whom declared, at a meeting 
of directors, he would wash his hands of it; and 
that what made it a cheat was, that there was 
ao English Charter granted : That the stock will 
be worth, according to the calculations he has 
seen, 29 per cent, if the Lottery is M{; but r if 
not, the value will decline, in proportion to the 
number of tickets that are- not sold: That he 
has heard it treated as a thing for the bene6tof 
the trade of Great Britain : That the sub-go- 
vernor, deputy- governor, and directors, have 
no salaries, or other allowances, under this 
Charter: 

" Being asked, Whether Mr. Joules is trea- 
surer ; said, that he. is not sole treasurer for the 
Lottery; for that the trustees, of whom he 
(Mr. Joules) is one, act as treasurers:. 

" Being asked, How it comes that the tickets 
are printed to. his name, as treasurer; said, that 
he is appointed treasurer, for life, by his Ma- 
jesty's patent; and the tickets are ordered to 
be, printed, in the name of* the treasurer, by 
warrant of his Majesty; but that, some of the 
gentlemen not liking Mr. Joules, there is an 
order made in the minutes, that he should not 
receive any money, till he has paid the Com- 
pany what, he oWes them : -That the trustees 
would not permit him, alone, to receive any 
money; but receive it themselves : That the 
money that was to be received for the tickets, 
was to be lodged in the Bank of England, and 
at the treasury chamber at Hanover; and that 
the charter gives the directors a power of meet- 
ing either at Harburg, or in England r 

" Being asked to produce the minutes relat- 
ing to the application for the English Charter ; 
and also the minutes that were made, for Joules 
not to receive any money, as before-mentioned ; 
said, That they are in the same book as the 



minutes relating to che foreign charter; and 
that he has not those minutes now in his cus- > 
tody; for ttuu* they were locked up by the trus- 
tees, since he was ill : That the patents, war- 
rant, and minute-book, were locked up yester- 
night s That he did not see them locked up ; for 
that they lay in the room where usually the 
directors meet: That several trustees were there 
that afternoon % and particularly, Mr. Squire, 
Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. Ricbier: That the 
examinant supposed Mr. Squire either locked 
them up himself, or the messenger, by his di- 
rection : Said, That the reason he gave for sp 
doing, was to clear the room; and that neither 
Mr. Squire, or the messenger, knew what pa- 
pers they v^ere : 

" The Examinant owned, That he did. ac- 
quaint them, before they locked up the papers, 
that the Committee had sent him notice, in writ- 
ing, that they would examine him the next day: 

" Being asked, Whether the directors did 
not take any oath ; said, that there are^ oaths 
prescribed by the charter, but aot taken ; for 
that they cannot administer them here, except 
they had an English Charter/' 

" Mr. Kidpath, having attended the Commit- 
tee, the last day of the Committee's sitting, since 
his said examination, was desired to prdduce, or 
leave with the chairman, the minutes' relating 
to the application for the British Charter: 
Which he accordingly has sent to the chair- 
man; and the same are hereunto annexed, 
No. III. 

" Mr. Natk. Brassey said, That, in 17*0, a 
project was going on for a charter for a manu- 
facture company : That there was a letter of 
attorney made, in order to give a power for 
persons to subscribe for the stock of that com- 
pany at Harburg; and 400,000/. of that stock 
was subscribed for at 2 per cent.; and 100,000 1. 
stock was sold at 15/. 3*. per cent. ; whereof % 
per cent, only was paid to the company, as the 
examinant has been informed : 

'* That, afterwards, several gentlemen went 
over to Hanover, endeavouring to obtain a 
charter fur commerce, which was to be united 
with the manufacture charter; and thai there 
was subscribed 2 per cent, for 540,800/. or 
thereabouts, of the stock of that company: 
That, when they were returned, gentlemen 
were called together, and were informed of the 
benefits that would arise bv the aforesaid char- 
ter: That, some time after, the examinant 
went, with sir John Hartopp, Mr. Bendish, Mr. 
Richier, Mr. Henry Cairnes, Mr. Joules, and 
Mr. Ridpath, to Baron Bothmore, to solicit the 
warrant for a Lottery; of which the scheme, 
now shewed to him, the examinant, is a copy : 

" That, when he heard the Lottery was to be 
granted to Mr. Joules,* the examinant applied 
to Baron Bothmore; who told the examinant, 
That a private Lottery was v asked for, but 
would not be granted ; »that, though this Lot- 
tery was granted to Joules, it was intended for 
the sole benefit of the company : 

" That, after che warrant for a Lottery was 
obtained, the scheme was laid before the exa- 
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minant, and some others, at a meeting, as di- 
rectors; who desired, of lord Barrington, to see 
the warrant; but could not obtain thejr re- 
quests : That the examinant did not only object 
to the scheme itself, as not being a fair adven- 
ture, but did* disapprove of it, and declare, 
he would not come into it; because lord Bar- 
rington told them, at that meeting, that 75,000/. 
was to he given for the management of the Lot- 
tery ; and proposed, that 75,000/. more should 
be given to Mr. Joules, for resigning bis right 
of the Lottery to the company, and for making 
the Port at Harburg: 

" That the Examinant had a further objec- 
tion to it; because it was offered, by Mr. Al- 
.derman Billers, to be managed for 20,000/. in- 
stead of 75,000/. provided he, Mr. Billers, 
could think the scheme fair; and the reason 
that was given, by lord Barrington, not to ac- 
'cept of that offer, was, that 75,000/. was set- 
tlejd, byiiis Majesty's approbation of the Lot- 
tery, for the management thereof; and, as it 
was so settled, it must so remain, and the com- 

5 any could have it upon no other terras: Said, 
'hat when the trustees for the Lottery were 
named to the directors, lord Barrington said, 
That he believed, that some gentlemen, who 
mere there present, were uneasy that they were 
not made trustees for the Lottery ; and said, 
That those who had attended constantly, if 
they would come into the scheme, need not be 
uneasy; for they should have ^00/. apiece, if 
they would agree to it : That lord Barrington 
offered the money; but that they refused it,, 
and declared, they scorned to take money upon 
any such terms : That the offer was made by 
lord Barrington, in a little room, at Haberdash- 
ers hall ; where were present Mr. Cresnor, Mr. 
Billers, and several more, that were not trustees : 
That the examinant said, he was in that room, 
from the first of the meeting ; for that he bad 
some conversation with Mr. Cresnor :. That, at 
the last general meeting the examinant was at, 
it was concluded, that Mr. Joules should have 
10,000/. for conveying his property in the Lot- 
tery to the company; but that it was not to be 
paid out of any part of the 75,000/. which was 
*to be given to the trustees, for the manage* 
xnent of the said Lottery: 

" That the Examinant asked, Whether, if 
the whole 75,000/. was not expended in the 
axe cution of the Lottery, the remaining pan of 
toe money should not go to the company : He 
was told, by lord Barrington, That a great deal 
of that money, was to be given to private uses : 
The examinant desired to know what those 
private uses were : Lord Barrington told him, 
it was not convenient for him to know, and be 
should never know i 

" Being asked, whether he ever saw the ap- 
probation of the scheme of the Lottery ; said, 
That he desired to see it ; but was denied to 
see it, by lord Barrington : That he could ne- 
ver get sight of the Company's books ; and 
could never see any accounts, but upon scraps 
of papers : That the examinant takes it, that the 
accounts and papers lay under the immediate 



direction of the sub-governor,- who is lord Bar* 
rington : That when they asked for any books, 
or accounts, they were told by lord Barrington, 
It was not proper they should see the accounts 
of the commerce-charter, and they should not : 
That there was a balance of an account brought 
from the manufacture company to the united 
company, which he saw ; v but, as to the account 
of the 100,000/. stock, that was sold at 15/. 3s. 
per cent, by lord Barrington's order, as Joules 
has informed the examinant, he could never 
see it : That he asked lord Barrington to see 
the last-mentioned account ; and his lordship 
told him, that he should not see it : The exa* 
minant, having been informed by Joules, that 
10/. per cent, of the 100,000/. stock sold at 
15/. St. per cent, was to be applied to private 
uses, did apply to lord Barrington, to see the 
account of that money ; and his lordship told 
him, it was not convenient he should, and he 
should not : That the reason of. their pressing 
to see the accounts was, because they appre- 
hended Joules was deficient in tb% money he 
had received : That Joules told the examinant, 
That he had orders to buy, at Harburg, a pretty 
large quantity of stock, which he bought of 
lord Barrington : That there was a note of 
1,500/. which lord Barrington had given to 
Joules, for part of the 2 per cent, that had 
been subscribed for stock ; and that Joules had 
delivered that note up to lord Barrington, ia 
part of payment for the stock he bought of bis 
lordship: That the examinant don't know 
what quantity of stock Joules bought, or at 
what price it was sold : That Joules told the 
examinant, be was ordered to buy that stock by 
doctor Calamy : said, That the examinant, and 
others, were told very frequently by lord Bar- 
rington, that an English charter was promised, 
and would certainly be granted : That, he be- 
lieves, there was a resolution, at a meeting of 
directors, to lay the scheme before the general 
court : 

" Being asked, Whether it was not reported, 
at a general meeting, that the scheme was 
agreed to, nem. con. said, That he cannot re- 
collect minute circumstances; not having had 
the opportunity to see the minutes, to refresh 
his memory : that he does believe it could not 
be agreed to, nem. con. for, to the best of his 
remembrance, he did declare, in the general 
court, that he was against it, at the meeting of 
directors. 

" Mr. Alderman Baylis, being shewn the 
printed Scheme of the Lottery, hereupon an- 
nexed, said, That there was a scheme opened 
by the lord Barrington (he cannot speak cer- 
tainly as to the time), at a meeting, where lord 
Barrington and others were assembled ; which, 
he believes, is the same as that now showed to 
him: 

" Being asked, whether he remembers he did 
disapprove of that scheme ; said, he believes 
he might then say, he could not understand 
some of the particulars, they never having been 
communicated to him • but that, in general, it 
appeared so unfair, that he was against it ; and 
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especially, because there was to be a deduction 
of 5 per cent, upon 1,500,000/. to be raised by 
the Lottery ; which amounts to 75,000/. to be 
given to those that are trustees of the Lottery • 
That, a day or two after, there was a general 
meeting at Haberdashers-hall; where lord 
fiarrington did again open the said Scheme for 
a Lottery ; which, his lordship said, was agreed 
to by all the directors, nem. con. and the exa- 
minant objected to it, as not being agreed to 
by all the directors ; for that he neither had 
nor could give his consent to that scheme ; 
and that then lord Barrington called out to the 
rest of the persons assembled there, and said, 
he hoped they would not suffer him to be so 
treated by the examinant ; 

" That, some time after, when sir Thomas 
Webster and sir Charles Wager acted as de- 
puty* governors, the examinant heard there was 
application making to the English ministry, to 
get an English charter ; and that notice was 
given to the examinant, to meet lord Barrington, 
and those two gentlemen, at some English mi- 
nister's house ; but he could not go : 

" That, afterwards, the examinant was at a 
meeting of directors ; at which were present 
sir Thomas Webster, and, as the examinant 
believes, sir Charles Wager ; and sir Thomas 
told the examinant, That upon the application 
aforesaid, an English charter could not be ob- 
tained ; and that there had been a Resolution 
come to ; which was, to disapprove some no- 
tice that was published of a Lottery ; and to 
signify, that the same was not published by 
the approbation and consent of the directors ; 
To which Resolution the examinant immedi- 
ately gave his assent : That at the next meet- 
ing the examinant was at, at which lord Bar- 
rington was present, the. aforesaid Resolution 
was read ; and it was debated ; and afterwards 
the major part of the directors present came to 
another Resolution : which was, to quash the 
"former ; against the consent of the examinant : 
That, upon this, the examinant insisted, That 
there should be a general meeting of proprietors 
forthwith called, to acquaint them, That an 
English charter had been refused, that the 
>le might not be drawn in : Being asked, 



hetner lord Barrington did not give his con- 
sent to call that general meeting ; said, lie did ; 
and the examinant believes, a general meeting 
was called ; at which general meeting the ex- 
aminant was not present ; nor has he been at 
any other meeting since. 

" Mr. Alderman BiUers, being sbewn a print- 
Scheme of the Lottery, hereunto annexed, 
said, That he had a Scheme, the same as that 
sent to him by Mr. Rtdpath ; bat that he never 
took out a ticket, nor saw one, till he came to 
the Speaker's chambers : That, as soon as he 
understood, that 75,000/. was to be given to 
the managers, he desired, to know of lord Bar* 
rington, how the money was to be disposed of ; 
who told the examinant, That there would be 
great expencesin going over to Hanover ; and 
that 30,000/. was to be given to the person 
that made the Scheme : The examinant was 



surprised, that so great a sum was to be given 
to the person that made the Scheme : At which 
his lordship said, he would not have him to 
mucn surprised; for that he had been asked 
40,000/. for a worse : And said, He believed 
that the examinant's dislike 1 to the Scheme was, 
because he was not a trustee ; but he hoped 
to live to see the examinant a trustee : That 
the examinant found a paper of minutes, which 
put him in mind, that lord Barrington had told 
him, That the Lottery was to be given to the 
company gratis ; which made him say to his 
lordship, What ! is this given gratis, when 
30,000/. is to be given to the person that made 
the scheme ? His lordship made answer, That 
the examinant might suppose, that it was not 
ail for the scheme : Being asked, Whether he 
was not at the court of directors, when lord 
Barrington reported the scheme ; Said, He 
might be there ; and, if be was, he was against 
it ; That he had declared so much against it, 
that, for several months past, he has not been 
summoned to attend any one court i That 
500,000/. of the profits of the Lottery was to 
be put upon the whole stock, except 75,000/. 
part of the profits which were to be deducted 
for the managers. # 

* Mr. Moses Roper, being shewn a printed 
Scheme of the Harburg Lottery, hereunto an- 
nexed, said, That he had such a Scheme sent 
to him ; and that there were some observations 
made upon it ; which he sent, by Mr. Simons 
a bookseller, to Mr. Read, in order to be print- 
ed ; and Mr. Simons came to the examinant, 
in a hurry, and brought the examinant the fol- 
lowing letter ; and the examinant was obliged 
to promise the printer to indemnify him, before 
he would print the said observations t 

London, 26th Oct. 1723. 
4 Sir ; — There being an advertisement in yes- 

< ternight's St. James's Evening-Post, relating to 
' the Harburg Lottery, and a promise of a 
' Scheme of the gain and loss of the said 
' Lottery, to he inserted in the Weekly Journal, 
' or British Gazetteer, of Saturday next : — 

< You are desired to take notice, That no re- 
« flections upon the said Lottery which is ap- 

* proved by his Majesty, under his sign manual, 

* or privy seal be inserted, in the Weekly Jour- 
' nal, or British Gazetteer, or any other paper 
' wherein you are concerned ; as you would 
' avoid prosecution, besides the loss you may 
\ sustain by the .company's not advertising in 
1 your papers. By order of the trustees ap- 

< pointed, by his Majesty, from, Sir, &c. Geo. 
' Ribpatb, secretary to the Harburg Company 

< and Lottery. , t 

* Directed to Mr. Read, Printer, White-Fryers/ 

" Said, That lord fiarrington told him^ the 
examinant, That the King had promised to 
grant a British charter ; and that it would be 
obtained ; and that they could not act as di- . 
rectors well without it : 

" And the examinant spoke to sir Thomas 
Webster and sir Charles Wager about' it; who , 
told the examinant, That they, together with 
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lord Barrington, had waited upon lord Town- 
shend, lord Carteret, and Mr. Walpole ; who 
told them, at that time, That an English charter, 
to the advantage x>f the said lottery, could not 
be granted, because it was illegal, and imprac- 
ticable : Sir Thomas Webster likewise told the 
examinant, That lord Barringtou desired, that 
the ministers refusing to grant an English 
charter, should be kept as a secret; upon 
which sir Thomas Webster immediately ordered 
Ridpath to call the directors together, that he 
might acquaint them, That they were to have 
. no English charter : 

" The examinant asked sir Thomas, Why 
it was to be .kept a secret : He said without 
y w English charter the Lottery was a cheat ; 
and therefore he would have nothing more to 
do with them : The examinant said, That his 
objection to the Scheme of the Lottery waa, 
That, after 1,500,000/. was raised on the said 
Lottery, one third of the stock was to be given 
to the old proprietors ; 1,000,000/, of the mo- 
ney so raised, was for the fortunate adventurers; 
put of the remaining 500,000/. 75,000/. w^s to 
be given to the trustees, for management of the 
paid Lottery ; That the sum the present pro- 
prietors of the stock of the Harburg' company 
would have gained from the adventurers in the 
Lottery, added to the 75,00/. makes 210,000/. 
wtfich will more fully appear, by the calculation 
hereunto annexed, No, 4 : 

" That he desired' lord Barrington to see the 
accounts of the money paid in upon the stock ; 
and his lordship would not let him : Said, That 
100,000/. stock was sold at 15 per cent, foj the 
benefit of the company ; and that he was told 
it was never brought to an account ; for that 
he asked sir Tho. Webster, and sir Thomas Said, 
That he never saw any account of that stock.. 

" Mr. Andrew HUpe said, That there was a 
clause in the charter for a Lottery ; and that 
the Lottery was talked of in Jane, or in July, 
1720, or before : that the iirst subscription was 
500,000/. : that when 400,000/. was subscribed 
and 100,000/. was to be soldj he was unwilling 
to buy any of the stock that was to be sold ; 
but Joules told the examinant, That, if he 
Would not, others would;, and thereupon he 
bought 10,000/. of it, at 15/. 3*. per cent. That 
he asked Joules, what was become of the 
money : he snid, That lord Barrington and sir 
Alexander Cairnes had it : that the examinant 
asked lord Barrington, whether, he should not 
know what was become of it: and lord Bar- 
rington said, It was not fit he should know, and 
he should not s 

* Mr. Andrew Hope, being further exa- 
mined as to Joules saying, that lord Barrington 
and sir Alexander Cairnes had the money for . 
jthe use of the company, for the 10,000/. stock 
the examinant bought of Joules ; Said, That 
JMr. Joules told him, That he had . 100,000/. 
stock to dispose of, by lord Barrington's and 
sir Alexander Cairns' directions ; and that he 
received the money for them, as treasurer ;fcf, 
the company: that he believes nothing* was 
ito*e, bat by their ordec : That Joules told the 



examinant, That he had their order for selling 
that stock at North's coffee-house, Fountain 
tavern, and at Surgeons- hall ; at which several 
places, he believes, were present Mr? Cairns 
and Mr. Richier. That he applied to lord Bar- 
rington to see the accounts of the money 
arising from the sale of the 100,000/. stock ; 
and that he was than a director ; and that 
lord Barrington said, he should not see the 
account: that the reason of his asking his lord- 
ship to see it, was, because he had never seen 
any account of that money ; and that he ap- 
prehended his lordship had ail the accounts in 
a bag, which he brought, and carried " away 
with him again : That he asked lord Barrington 
to see the account, at a meeting of directors at 
Black well's coffee-house ; and that he spoke it 
to his lordship himself: That the 10,000/. 
Stock cost him above 1,500/. and that there 
was no book to which his name was put for the 
stock : that then there was only 8 per cent, 
paid in upon 400,000/. stock, or thereabout^ 
and he was to be upon the same foot with 
them ; and have no other advantage upon tl>e 
10,000/. stock : Said, That Mr. Lloyd bought 
3(5,000/. part of the 100,000/. stock, at 15/. $s. 
per cent. ; and that the said Lloyd sold some 
of it again for 80, 60, and none under 20 and 
30 per cent, and some of that at 30 and 30 
per cent, was- sold to "one Richard Jackson : 
That there was no transfer made of the stock, 
nor any receipt given : That lord Barrington 
had often declared to the examinant, at several 
meetings of the directors or trustees of the Lot- 
tery, that an English Charter was promised, both 
by the king, and the miuistry. 

" John Christian Nicolai, being examined as 
to the sale of the 100,000/. stock, at 15 per- 
cent, and the 10,000/. paid him, the said Nico- 
lai, hy Mr. Joules; said, That Joules sold 
100,000/. stock for 15,000/. and that be did 
not receive of Mr. Joules any more than 8,800/. 
the most part of which the examinant laid put 
in South-Sea Subscriptions : that he, the said 
Joules, was ordered to give the examinant 
10,000/. as a present, he having been concerned in 
that affair ever since 1716, and travelled several 
times to Hanover : That the examinant asked 
joules for the. 1,200/. remaining part of ftie said 
10,000/. and he said, He would pay it to him : 
That sir John Fryer and lord Barrington order- 
ed Joules to make the examinant the present 
of 10,000/. and that he received it as a present, 
for his own use and advantage, for the trouble 
he has bad, in that affair, within these lour 
years': That, by one of the articles jn the 
charter of .his Majesty, a Lottery is . {H-anted : 
that some persons made a motion, That the 
management of the Lottery should be assigned 
to som* one particular person ; which the exa- 
minant and Mr. Baytis was agaiust ; but that 
the other persous concerned thought fit to con- 
vey it to Joules. 

" Mr. Benjamin Joules being again examined 
as to the )00,000/. stock of the Harburg com- 
pany being sold at 15 per cent, either for the 
use of the conijpany, or any other person ; said, 
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That it id true, that be sold 100,0002. at 16/. $$. 
percent. ; and that Benjamin Smith, one of the 
trustees, was one oflbe first persons with whom 
that affair was transacted ; ^ho desired to have 
10,000/. oT that stock of the examinant ; and 
told him, He would give him 300 gnineas : The 
examinant said; He was so generous, he would 
not make any demand : That Mr. Smith ac- 
quainted Mr." Thomas Browne of it j who de- 
sired he might have 80,000/. or 40,000/. of the 
stock ; and then, it being come to be known, 
Mr. Andrew Hope desired 30,000/. ; Mr. John 
Lloyd and Mr. Bracey desired 30,000/. : That 
they gave the examinant earnest for it ; and 
made him give them a note to deliver it to 
them : That he desired them to part with some 
of it; for that, if they did not, he could not 
make good his promises to other people ; but 
none of them would : That £ per cent, upon 
the 100,000/. was paid to the company ; which 
is 2,000/. : That 3 guineas percent, which is 
3,000 guineas, the examinant received for his 
own use; and that 10/. per cent, which is 
10,000/. he paid to Mr. Nicolai : That it was 
sold by order of sir Alexander Cairnes ; and 
that sir - Alexander came to the examinant, 
from another room, and gave him the orders, by 
word of mouth, to sell it; and told him,' That 
the gentlemen had agreed, that so much should 
be sold : That the persons^that were then in the 
other room, were Mr. Deacle, sir Thomas Ab- 
ney, and Mr. London i 

" Being asked, whether |ie thinks himself in. 
demnified by the verbal order of sir Alexander 
Cairnes ; said, There was no Secretary ; and 
therefore no order in writing was given ; and 
that nothing was acted regularly then : that he 
looked on> it as an order from all of them ; 
Being asked. Whether any. person gave him a 
discharge for the money he received ; said, That 
he has no discharge ; and that the 2 per cent 
only was taken as the company's money. 

« Mr. Benjacnin Joules, being again exa- 
mined, said, That lord Barrington did not, di- 
rectly, nor indirectly, order, or give directions 
to, the examinant, to sell the 100,000/. stock, 
•r to pay Nicolai 10,000/. ; and that he did 
not make use of lord Barrington's name, when 
he gave Nicolai the 10,000/.: That he has 
owned to several people at several times, that 
lord Barrington never gave him any directions 
about the 100,000/. stock, or the 10,000/. given 
to Nicolai ; and that all the gentlemen that are 
trustees have heard him say so ; and he has 
. said it to not less than 40 or 50 people more: 
That lord Barrington was [neither governor. 



sub-governor, nor director, at the- time when 
the 100,000/. stock was' sold, and Nicolai re- 
ceived the 10,000/. ; but whether his lordship 
had signed the letter of attorney before or 
after, and, by that means, was a proprietor of 
the stock, the examinant cannot say : 

" Being asked, Whether he told Mr. Hope, 
That lord Barrington gave him order to sell the 
100,060/. stock, or any part thereof ; said, He 
did not tell Mr. Hope so ; for that the direction 
was given to him, to sell the 100,000/. stock, as 
he has mentioned in bis former examination ; 
and sir Alexander Cairnes ordered the exami- 
nant to give the 10,000/. to Nicolai : that the 
stock was sold in June 1720 ; said, He has 
met with Mr. Hope at the Fountain tavern, 
and North's coffee-house; and had discourse 
with him about the sale of the 100,000/. stock : 
That he has paid Nicolai 8,800/. ; and he can 
prove by whom Nicolai has received the 1,200/. 
the remainder of the' 10,000/. 

-' APPENDIX, No. 1. 

Harburg, 1st March 1721. 

Abstract of t$e Scheme of the Harburg Com- 
pany's Lottery, for 1,500,000/. Sterling, or 
16,500,000 Guilders. * 

" His Majesty King George, by charter 
under his s Sign Manual, and under the Great 
Seal of bis electorate at Hanover, dated 31, Oct. 
(ll Nov.) 1720 ; as also, by his warrant under 
his Sign Manual, and privy- seal, at St. James's, 
the 19-30 December last ; and likewise, by his 
royal approbation of this Scheme, under his 
Sign Manual, and the said seal, the 30 Jan. 
(10 Feb.) last ; impowers the said company, 
of^ which his highness prince Frederick is go- 
vernor, to issue tickets, at 3/. sterling, or 33 
Guilders Dutch money, per ticket ; viz. 12*. 
sterling, or 6 guilders 12 stivers, on taking out 
their tickets; 12*. or 6 guilders 12 stivers, 
more, for every undrawn ticket, one month be- 
fore the second part shall begin to be drawn ; 
and the further sum of 12«. or 6 , guilders It . 
stivers, for every undrawn ticket in the re- 
maining parts ; One N month before, each suc- 
ceeding part shall begin to be drawn ; to com- 
plete the money that shall have been paid to 
3/. sterling, or 33 guilders* each. The prizes 
will be proportioned, according to the following 
Scheme, in 5 equal .parts. Two blanks to one 
prize ; the least prize five pounds sterling, or 
fifty-five guilders. 
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Tbe HARBURG LOTTERY, divided into Five equal Parte. 



First Part Sterling. 



No. of Prizes. 



One as first drawn 
1 
1 

4 

5 
7 
10 
22 
60 
201 
996 
32,024 
One as last drawn 



Total 



33,333 
66,667 



100,000 



Value of 
Prizes. 



Pounds. 
101 
4,000 
2,000 
1,000 
500 
400 
300 
200 
100 
50 
20 
10 
5 

500 

Prizes - • ■ 
Blanks, at 31 
in Stock, va- 
lued at 1/.10*. 
eacb.amount- 
ing to - - 



Tickets 



Amount of 
Prizes. 



Pounds. 
101 
4,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,000 
2,100 
2,000 
3,200 
3,000 
4,020 
9,960 

160,120 
500 



196,001 



100,000| 



296,001$ 



First Part butch. Money. 



No. of Prizes. 



One as first drawn 
1 
1 
2 

4, 
5 
7 
10 
22 
60 
201 
996 
32,024 
One as last drawn 



Total - 33,333 



66,667 



Value of 
Prizes. 



Guilders. 
1,111 
44,000 
22,006 
11,000 
5,500 
4,400 
3,300 
2,200 
1,100 
550 
220 
110 
55 
5,500' 



Prizes Total 2,156,011 
Blanks,at33GJ 

inStock,valu- 

ed at 16 G. 

10 St. each, 

amounting to 



100,000 Tickets - 



The Whole LOTTERY. 





Sterling. 


/ 


Dutch Money. 


No. of Prises. 


Value of 
Prizes. 


."N 

Amount of 
Prises. 


r 

No. of Prizes. 


Value of 
Prizes. 


Amount of 
Prizes. 


Five as first drawn 
5 
5 

10 

20 

25 
35 
50 
110 
300 
' 1,005 
J 4,980 
160,120 
Five as last drawn 
Last Blank but two 
Last Blank but one 
Last Blank - - - 


Pounds. 
101 
4,000 
2,000 
1,000 
500 
400 
300 
300 
100 
50 
20 
1*> 
5 
500 
3,000 
7,000 
10,000 


Pounds. 
505 
20,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,500 
10,000 
11,000 
15,000 
20,100 
49,800 
800,6W 
2,500 
3,000 
7,000 
10,000 


Five as first drawn 
5 
5 
10 
20 
25 
35 
50 
110 
SOQ, 
1,005 
4,980 
160,120 
Five as last drawn 
Last Blank but two 
Last Blank but one 
Last Blank ... 


Guilders. 
1,111 
44.000 
22,000 
11,000 
5,500 
4,400 
3,300 
2,200 - 
1,100 
550 
220 
110 
55 
5,500 
33,000 
77,000 
110,000 


Guilders. 
5,555 
220 000 
110 000 
110,000 
110,000 
110,000 
115,500 

ir<y)oo 

121,000 
165,000 
221,1*00 
547,800 
8 806,600 
27,500 
33.000 
77.000 
110,000 


Total - 166,665 
333,385 * 


Prizes * - - 
Blanks, at 3/. 
in Stock, va- 
lued atl/.lO*. 
each; being, 
in the whole 


1,000,005 
500,002* 


Total - 166,665 
333,335 


Prizes Total 
Bianks,at33G. 
in Stock, valu- 
ed at 16 G. 10 
St.each; being 
/ in the whole 


11,000,0$$ 
5,500,027f 


500,000 


Tickets - - 


l,500,007f 


500,000 


Tickets - - 


16,500,08*1 
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"The Lottery will be publicly drawn at 
Harburg, in the manner of the State-Lotteries 
drawn in England; except that, in this, the> 
prizes will be drawn first, and the 333,335 re- 
maining numbers will be the blanks. The 
whole Lottery will be drawn in presence of 
some of the trustees appointed by his Majesty ; 
who, with all the officers, will be sworn to see 
justice done. - The prizes and numbers will be 
proclaimed twice, signed by two of the trus- 
tees, and filed in- the same order they shall be 
drawn. To the first-drawn prize, in each part, 
wiH be added 101/L sterling; or 1,111 guilders ; 
and to the last-drawn prize, in each of the 
five parts, will be added 500/. sterling, or 
5,500 guilders. If any of the subsequent pay- 
ments be not made by the adventurers, ac- 
cording to the Scheme, the money by them 
paid will be forfeited, and their numbers will be 
disposed of to others. 
, " After the drawing of each part, the ad ven- 
turers, 7n office-hours, may check and settle 
tbeir tickets by the trustees books. There will 
be a stamp on the tickets for each payment. 
The adventurers may examine which of their 
numbers are drawn, paying 6d. sterling, or 5£ 
stivers, for every six tickets so examined. The 
tickets will be printed on paper made on pur- 
pose for the company, and signed by the trea- 
surer. The numbers will be writ in words at 
length, and figures ; and the tickets will have 
sufficient checks to prevent impositions. The 
prizes will be paid, within one month after 
they are adjusted, to such as have completed 
their payments, without any deduction ; and, 
as soon as each part shall he drawn, the trus- 
tees will proceed to examine and certify them. 
The company will give 3/. of tbeir capital stock 
to every blank. 

" That the stock may be made more valua- 
ble, all the profits arising from this Scheme of 
the Lottery, except 5 per cent, for erecting, 
managing, and drawing, the same, excepted in 
bis Majesty's said approbation, will be added 
to the stock, to enable them to carry on a be- 
neficial trade between Great Britain, Germany, 
and other parts, pursuant to their charter, and 
the privileges therein granted the Company by 
his Majesty. To the three last-drawn blanks 
will be added tbe three following sums ; viz. 
to the first of the said three, 3,000/. sterling, or 
33,000 guilders ; to the second, 7,000/. ster- 
ling, or 77,000 guilders; and to the last-drawn 
blank, 10,000/. sterling, or 110,000 guilders; 
according to the foregoing Scheme of the 
whole Lottery. 

"That the Adventurers' may be present, 
public notice shall be given when all the num- 
bers will be put into the great wheel A ; and 
the benefits, in five parts, at five several times, 
into the lesser wheel B ; and mixed as equally 
as possible. After the prizes shall be drawn, 
the blanks will be drawn, proclaimed, rand 
published ; that every one may be satisfied, 
that their numbers were put into the wheel. 

" The prizes will be paid, after the drawing 
of eacb part, within one 'month after they 

Vol. VIIL 



shall be brought in, and examined, without any 
deductions ; except to complete 3/. sterlings 
or 38 guilders, for every ticket. 

" That none may run the hazard of losing 
much by adventuring io this Lottery , those 
that take any number of tickets, not less than, 
twelve; and shall pay the trustees 10*. sterling, 
or 5 guilders and 10 stivers, per ticket, over 
and above the 3/. sterling, or 83 guilders per 
ticket, which is to be paid as aforesaid ; if in 
that number taken together, the prizes and 
blanks shall not amount to 3/. sterling, or 33 
guilders per ticket, reckoning the stock given 
to each blank worth 30*. sterling, or 16 guil- 
ders, 19 stivers, the trustees will makeup every* 
such ticket Si. sterling, or 33 guilders, m 
money, to every such adventurer, within twa 
months after the prizes and blanks can be exa- 
mined; whereby the adventurers will have: 
then* chances for the great prizes, and can fosa 
but 10*. sterling, or 5 guilders and 10 stivers,, 
per ticket, if they should be so unfortunate as 
to have all blanks. In all receipts and pay- 
ments, the pound sterling will be reckoned 
equal to 1 1 guilders ; and other money as the 
exchange shall* then be. 

" Publick notice shall be given one month be- 
fore eacb part of the Lottery begins to be 
drawn, when the adventurers ate to make their 
subsequent payments, that none may suffer by 
default therein; 

"The money necessary to pay the prizes', 
which shall be received by the trustees agents 
in England, on account of the Lottery, will be 
lodged in the Bank of England, in order to 
pay the prizes as they shall become due ; the 
money necessary to pay the prizes, which shall 
be received by the trustees agents in Germany, 
will be lodged in his Majesty's chamber of 
finances ac Hanover, to be drawn out theuce 
by the trustees, to pay the prizes that shall be- 
come due there. 

" N. B. To'such adventurers as shall take 
out one ticket, including 100 successive or fol- 
lowing numbers Or tickets, the trustees wftt 
lend 9s. per ticket, part of the first payment 5 
to sueh as shall so take 50 tickets, they will 
. lend 7f . per ticket ; and to such as shall, in k 
like manner, take 25 tickets, they will lend 5#. 
per ticket ; which money, so lent, is to be re- 
paid to the trustees, without interest, by one- 
fourth part at a time, on each of the remaining 
payments that are to be made on their tickets : 
unless they shall have such prizes as may enable 
them sooner to complete the sum of -3/. upon, 
each ticket; in which case the trustees snail 
retain so much of the said prizes as shall com- 
plete the same, and stamp all their 1 tickets as 
having made their full payments. 

" The Stock of thtfcompanyjbeing 1,500,000/, 
sterling, or 16,500,000 guilders, as soon as this 
Lottery is filled, will be, intrinsically, worth %9 
per cent, in money ; besides the advantages of 
trading free of customs ; and, for forty years, 
the lands given by his Majesty to the company 
for .ever ; and 25 per cent, of what tbey lay out 
Uk budding houses ; and other advantages given 
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to the company in their sai4 charter. The 
proprietors of the blanks will have two-tbirds. 
of the whole stock of the company. 

APPENDIX, No. II. 

the Flying-Post, or Postmaster; — From 
Tuesday December 4tb, to Thursday De- 
, cember 6th, 1722. 

^ Advertisement. 

" His Majesty, as duke and elector of Bruns- 
wick and Lunenburg, having granted the Har- 
fcurg company, besides other considerable pri- 
vileges, a Lottery to be drawn at Harburg : the 
scheme of the said Lottery approved by his 
Majesty, and tickets, will be delivered by the 
company's agents, Mr. Francis Heilman mer- 
chant, at his house in Mark-lane; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Bell bookseller, at the Cross Keys and 
Bible in Cornhill; Mrs. Oakes, at her office in 
Three Kings court, Lombard street ; at North's 
coffee-house in King street; and at Robins's 
coffee-house in Berry street, St. James. 

« Whereas a false, malicious, and villainous 
Advertisement was yesterday published in the 
Postman; and the same, as a paragraph of 
news, in the Postboy; viz. That, the Harburg 
Lottery having met. with unexpected and un- 
reasonable opposition, all persons that have 
taken out tickets, are desired to come, to the 
several places where they took them, to re- 
ceive their money back again : This is to cer- 

S, That there are so many tickets already 
en out, and subscribed for, that the trustees 
are morally certain of carrying on the Lottery 
to advantage, and of promoting such a trade, 
which is the main design of their Lottery, as 
will convince their enemies, or rather those of 
his Majesty, and the trade of the nation, that 
none but his Majesty could ever have laid such 
a foundation for enlarging the British trade in 
the empire ; and no other company, but that of 
Harburg, could, under his Majesty's auspices, 
have contrived a scheme of trade so beneficial 
to all Britons. 

" N. B. Schemes and tickets continued to be 
delivered out at the places formerly advertised." 

APPENDIX, No. III. 

At a Meeting of the Gentlemen, named Direc- 
tors, September 4th, 1722 : 

Present, Lord Barrington, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Manley, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Hartop, Mr. Ni- 
colai, Mir; Squire, Mr. Stirling, Mr. Harrison : 
The heads of a British Charter, agreed on by 
the Committee of August 31st, read and ap- 
proved : The lord Barrington undertook to de- 
liver a copy, of them to lor/TTownshend : And 
the secretary was ordered to send a copy, trans- 
lated into French, to count Bothmere, that he 
might lay the same before his Majesty. 

At a General. Meeting of the Harburg Com* 
. pany, 4tb September, 1732: 

Present lord Barrington, &c. Resolved^ nem. 
tbn. That it will be a very great service to the 
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company, if the Committee appointed by the 
directors to consider bow the company may 
proceed in such a manner as to ask a British 
Charter that may be for the service of the com- 
pany ; aBd yet, if possible, free from the objec- 
tions that have or may be made to the granting 
a British Charter, on the foot of the present 
German Charter; can form such a plan : And 
that they be desired to finish it as soon as pos- 
sible. This is a true Copy. 

Geo. Rjdpatd, Secretary. 

At a Meeting of the Gentlemen, named Direc- 
tors, August 31st, 1722 : 

Present, Lord Barrington, Mr. Richier, Mr. 
Alderman Baylis, Mr. London, Mr. Hartop, 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Squire, Mr. Nicolai, Mr. 
Manley, Mr. Smith, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Har- 
rison. 

The Minutes being read ; Resolved, That a 
Committee be appointed to consider how the 
company may proceed in such a manner as to 
ask a British Charter: And that the lord Bar- 
rington, Mr. Bendish, Mr. Manley, Mr. Har- 
top, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. 
Squire, }>e of the said Committee ; and to re- 
port to the directors: 

The Preamble to be as follows ; It having 
been reported to the directors, That the English 
ministers think it neither legal nor prudent to 
grant a British Charter to the company, as the 
German Charter now runs; the Committee, 
being very desirous, out of the duty thejr have 
for his Majesty, and the due regard they havt 
to the company, and this undertaking, to re- 
move all the difficulties, that' the English mi- 
nisters apprehend to be in the way of granting 
a British Charter, on the foot or the present 
German Charter, do propose the following 
plan ; which, though it will take from the com- 
pany one of the most valuable privileges, which 
they have acquired by their interest, and by a 
considerable eipence of time and money ; yet 
hope it may be accented by the company, iu 
order to remove the aforesaid difficulties, on the 
one hand, which the English ministers appre- 
hend might arise to his Majesty's administra- 
tion, if a British Charter should be granted to 
the company, whilst they remain possessed of 
that privilege, in this difficult conjuncture; and 
to prevent the great discontents and clamours, 
on the other hand, that may arise, if this un- 
dertaking should not proceed, for' want of a 
British Charter, on which they have always de- 
pended ; and in hopes of which alone, they 
accepted of his Majesty's German Charter, 
after it was issued, when others rejected it; 
appears by their minutes, and by their humble 
Address on accepting the said charter. 

"It is humbly desired, shut the Harburg 
company may have a British Charter of incor- 
poration, except as is below excepted ; on. con- 
dition, 

u Tliat they be continued a German com- 
pany, with these powers following, in their said 
German Charter: 1. " With a power to draw 
thtii Lottery at Haiburg, as it is at present' 
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before each drawing; viz. 12s. at a time; and,, 
if they come up prizes, the subsequent pay- 
ments are to be discounted . thereout ; Also, 
credit is to be. given for part of the first pay- 
ment, if desired, according to the number of 
tickets taken out by the adventurer, is in the 
Scheme. 

The total Sums of the Lottery are as follows ; 
' viz. ** 

To 500,000 tickets, at 3/. - - 1,500,000 
Deduct, for the prizes to be paid or 
discontinued - - - . 1,000,000 



Remains, in money, to the blanks 
Deduct, for managing the Lottery, 
5 per cent, on 1,500,000/.; which 
is 15 per cent, on the 500,000/. 
out of which it is taken - 
Remains, net money, to the blanks 



500,000 



75,000 
425,000 
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granted: 3. " With a power to make the Port, 
s. e. the sluice, canal, and bason ; and keep 
the sajd sluice, canal, and bason/ in repair; 
and to keep the Colebrand to 16 feet water 
deep at high- water mark ; and to lay such a 
duty, at Harburg, on goods imported and ex- 
ported, as shall be necessary to maintain such 
repairs, not exceeding 2 per cent, to be laid 
by the general court of the intended company; 
which will consist of every freeman of the said 
company, as well as of every proprietor of the 
stock ; the said power of laying the said 2 per 
cent, to be expressed in the British Charter : 3. 
M With a power for their Sole or exclusive ex- 
ercising and enjoying all other privileges con- 
tained in their said present German Charter; 
and such farther privileges as his Majesty shall 
be pleased to grant ; except, 1. The freedom 
from duties of customs granted in the charter, 
called duties of export and import, and tolls, as 
in article 14th : 2. Freedom from the duties of 
excise, as in article 4th : 3. Freedom from the 
duties of quartering soldiers, as in article 3d: 4. 
Freedom from the duties of burghership, Or 
town-offices, and contributions, at Harburg, as 
in article 2d : 5. Freedom from church or pa- 
rochial taxes, as in article 1st: 6. Freedom 
from embargos, as in article 16: 7. A right of 
salvage of ship and goods, as in article 18th: 
8. Freedom from arrests, as in article 20th: 9. 
Freedom of religion, as in article first: 

" All which nine privileges, as they are 
granted to the said company, in their said Ger- 
man Charter respectively, are to be laid open 
to every Briton; and the company is to be re- 
strained, by the British Charter, from import- 
ing to Harburg up the Elbe, or exporting from 
Harburg down the Elbe, on condition ; 

" 4th, That every such Briton shall be free 
of the said intended company, by virtue of the 
British Charter, upon paying of 30/. for his free- 
dom; and that he, consequently, be intitled 
to all the nine afore-mentioned privileges, upon 
such payment ; which are all the privileges 
that the company is intitled to by the German 
Charter, relating to the trade from Great Bri- 
tain xp Harburg up the Elbe, or from Harburg 
down the Elbe to Great Britain : Provided al- 
ways. That if any Briton will trade from Great 
Britain to his Majesty's German dominions, or 
from thence to Great Britain, without these 
nine aforementioned privileges, he may be at 
liberty to trade to his Majesty's German do- 
minions, or from thence, without being free of 
the said company. This is a true copy. 

Geo. Ridpath, Secretary." 

APPENDIX, No. IV. 
An Account of the Harburg Lottery, and Stock 
for Trade; with the deductions for Ma- 
nagement, &c. 
" The Lottery is divided into 5 parts ; the 
prizes to be first drawn out 5 several times ; 
and the remaining numbers will be blanks, to 
be^ drawn afterwards : 

" The tickets are charged at 3/. each ; part 
whereof is to be paid! or discounted, one month 



The Totals of the Stock for trade ; 
and how the property thereof is 
to be divided ; viz. 

To the net value of the present 
Stock of the company , as may be 
collected from the Scheme, and 
their advertisement of the 13th 
instant - 

Add the net money belonging to 
the blanks, or unfortunate ad- 
venturers in the Lottery - 



10,0tfX 
485,000 



This sum of 435,000/. is the true 
value, in money, of the real ca- 
pital Stock, to be employed in 
trade, being 29 per cent, as va- 
lued in the Scheme on the ficti- 
tious capital of 1,500,000/. 

Deduct J part thereof, for the ma- 
nagers, &c. - 



435,000 
. 145,000 



Remains J for the unfortunate ad- 
venturers, as their share of the 
said Stock ; being all that is left 
them of the 500,000/. they have 
advanced, in money, besides the 
privilege of trade, &c. as in the 
Scheme - ' - - 



200,000 



The total gain to the managers, as 
taken from the unfortunate ad- 
venturers, will be as follows; viz. 

To. i part of the Stock in trade, as 

before * - 145,000 

Deduct the supposed net value of 
their present Stock, which is 1 in- 
cluded therein ... 10,000 

Remains the real sum taken from 

the adventurers, which is 9 per , 
cent, on a fictitious' capital of 
1,500,009/. ; but is 31^ on the 
net sum of 425,000/. from whence 
it was taken, or 27 per cent, on 
the gross sum of 500,000 advanc- 
ed as before B ft B * 135,000. 
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Add the former deduction for ma- 
naging the Lottery - 
The tuna total of their gam is 



75,000 
210,000 



Whichas 42 per cent, on the 500,000/. gross 
sum advanced by tbCunfortuate adventurers. 

Resolutions thereupon;] Upon reading the 
said Report, the House came to these Reso- 
lutions.: % 

« 1. « That the Project called the Harburgh 
lottery, carried on in the city of London, is an 
infamous and fraudulent undertaking, whereby 
several unwary persons have been drawn in, to 
their great lost ; and that the manner ef carry- 
ing the same on bath been a manifest violation 
of the laws of this kingdom. 

2.. (( That k appears to this House, that 
the managers of, and agents for, the said 
Lottery, did frequently, without any authority 
for their to doing, make use of his Majesty's 
royal name, thereby to gWe countenance to the 
said infamous project, aud induce his Majesty's 
subjects" to engage, or be concerned, therein." 

Ordered, item. eon. That leave be given to 
bring in a BnM to suppress the Harborgh Lot* 
tery ; and to prevent any foreign Lotteries from 
being carried on in this kingdom ; and to 
oblige -the persons concerned in the manage- 
ment of the said Haifargb Lottery to make 
restitution and satisfaction for the monies they 
have received from the contributors to the said 
Lottery. 

Feb. 14. The Commons resumed the fur- 
ther consideration of the said Report, and seve- 
ral paragraphs relating to John lord viscount 
Barrington of the kingdom of Ireland, a mem- 
ber of this House, were read ; and then Henry 
Bendysh, esq. Mr. George Ridpath, Mr. Tho- 
mas Matthew and Moses Raper, esq. having 
been severally called, and examined, the fur- 
ther -consideration of the said Report was ad- 
journed to the next morning, when several per- 
sons were ordered to attend. Accordingly, on 
the 15th, the Commons resumed the further 
consideration of that affair* and Mr. George 
Ridpath having been examined, the lord Bar- 
rington was lieard in his place, and, in bis own 
justification ulledged, ** That his design was 
honest and disinterested ; that he had nothing in 
view but the good of the nation ; that the Hare 
burgh Company, if duly managed, and encou- 
raged, might have been wry advantageous to 
the navigation, and trade, and that the Lottery 
^in question, was intended to raise money, in 
' order to enable the Company effectually to 
carry on their trade.* 

The noble lord then withdrew, and the House 
resolved, nem. con. " That it appears to this 
House, That John lord vise. Barrington in the 
Jtingdonvof Ireland, a member of this House, 
has been notoriously guihy of promoting, abet- 
ting, and carrying on the fraudulent under- 
taking called the Harborgh Lottery. 2. That 
the said lord viscount Barrington be, for hts 
«ud offence, expelled this House." 



A Petition of the Minters rejeeted.] SVb. 
11. A Petition of several thousands of bis 
Majesty's subjects under Insolvency in Suffolk* 
place, in. the borough of South wark, was pre- 
sented to the House, and read ; setting forth, 
" That the Petitioners, who, by great losses sus- 
tained in merchandize, trade, and unavoidable 
misfortunes which fell on us, through decay of 
trade, by the late calamitous times ; by which 
we are rendered, uncapable to make payment 
according to our dealings; having offered, ac- 
cord iug to our power, divers sums in part ; 
praying time for payment of the rest ; yet, by 
refusal and severity of some of our creditors, 
we are deprived, and cast out of, the world, 
without any law to help, having nothing left 
but a natural rigbt to the liberty of our per- 
sons, and are even deprived of that: by which 
severity our effects ate wasted, and we ren- 
dered insufficient to pay our whole debts, ac- 
cording to our former proposals ; as also to de- 
fray the great expences of a statute of bank- 
ruptcy ; and, many thousands of tts not com- 
ing within the description of the statute, &c. 
others of us have submitted to a statute, finish- 
ed our examination, and delivered up our all, 
upon oath several years since : and our dis- 
tresses having forced us either to make our 
houses our gaols, or defraud our creditors by 
carrying away our effects, with uur arts and 
sciences, into foreign countries, to the improv- 
ing of their manufactures abroad, and inn 
poverishing our own, which is the life and trea- 
sure of this nation ; and are drove to take re- 
fuge in Suffolk-place, Southwark, commonly 
called the Mint, a place of great poverty ana 
want ; and, though not prisoners in the King V 
bench, are^by being debarred of our liberty, as 
if -we were actually confined; and the vast 
numbers crouding in houses, &c. hath ad- 
vanced the rents to thrice the real value ; ani 
the landlords are daily distraining upon the 
goods of poor unfortunate gentlemen, mer- 
chants, and tradesmen, fro. And praying, 
That the House will grant the petitioners such 
a limitation of time for the payment of their 
just debts, in proportion to their extreme po- 
verty." * 

And a motion being made, and' the question 
being put, That the Petition Ye referred to a 
Committee; it passed in the negative. Re- 
solved, That the Petition be rejected. 

A Committee appointed to enquire into pro* 
tended Privileged Plaeu.] Ordered, That * 
committee be appointed to inquire into pre- 
tended Privileged Places ; and to report tneir 
opinion to the House, 'what may be the best 
means to abolish them. 

Report of the Committee appoints* 
to inquire into pretended privileged 
Places.] Feb. sr. Mr. Conduit reported, 
from the Committee appointed to inquire into 
-pretended Privileged Places; and to report 
their opinion to the House, what may be the 
best means to abolish them : the matter, at it 
appeared to them, with the Resolutions of the 
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Committee thereupon ;* and he read the, Re- 
port in bis place ; and afterwards delivered it 
»in at the clerk's table : where the 'Report and 
Resolutions were read ; and are as follows: 

" That the Committee have taken the matters 
referred to them into consideration ; and 
examined the several witnesses following ; 
viz. 

" John Lade i esq. one of his ^Majesty's justices 
of the peace for the county of Surrey, being 
examined, said, That notwithstanding the sta- 
tute of tlie 8th and 9th of king William the 
3d, intituled, ' An act for the more effectual 
« Relief of Creditors, in cases of Escapes; 
'.and for preventing A buses in Prisons, and pre- 
tended Privileged Places great disorders, 
-and illegal practices, continue in the pretended 
privileged place in the borough of Southwark, 
commonly called the Mint : 

" That one Orchard, who had been bar- 
barously treated by the Minters upon suspi- 
cion of his being a bailiff, though he was not 
one, having complained to the justices, at the 
last quarter session for the county of Surrey, 
they appointed a committee to inquire into the 
Abuses of the Mint ; upon which the Minters 
seat them a Letter, a Copy of which is hereunto 
annexed, No» I. aceuaiating them what war- 
rants only they would obey; and setting forth, 

* " Ev'n Sunday slimes no Stfbbeth-day to roe : 
" Then from the Mint walks forth the Man *f 
Rhyme, 

" Happy ! to catch me, just at dinner-time." 

. Pop*. 
The Mint was formerly a place to which in- 
solvent debtors retired, to enjoy an illegal pro- 
tection, which they were there suffered to 
afford to one another, from the persecution of 
their creditors. 

u . Formerly one or the greatest obstructions 
to public justice, both of the civil and criminal 
kind, was the multitude of pretended privileged 
places, where indigent persons assembled toge- 
ther to shelter themselves from justice, (especial- 
ly in London and 'Southwark) under the pretext 
of their having been ancient palaces of the crown, 
or the like : [such as W hire-Friers, and its en- 
virons ; the Savoy and the Mint in Southwark,] 
all of which sanctuaries for iniquity are now 
demolished, and the opposing of any process 
therein is made highly p$nal, by the statutes 8 
& 9 Will. 3. c. 37. 9 Geo. 1. c. 28. and 11 Geo. 
%. c. 22. which enact, That persons opposing 
the execution of any process in such pretended 
privileged places within the bills of mortality, 
or abusing any officer in his endeavours to exe- 
cute his duty therein, so that be receives bddily 
hurt, shall be guilty of felony, and transported 
for seven years: and persons in disguise, join- 
ing in or abetting any riot or tumult on such 
account, or opposing any process, or assaulting 
and abusing any officer executing, or for having 
executed the same^hall be felons without benefit 
•T clergy," 4 BUckst. Comm. 129. 



They lioped they should be excnsed, if any 
accident should happen in their defending them- 
selves : and that the warrants issued out against 
those Orchard complained of should be dis- 
charged : 

" That about three years ago, the examinant 
having, at 'the quarter-sessions, opposed the 
discharging of debtors, who sheltered themselves 
in the Mint, as not being within the act, re- 
ceived a letter, a copy of which is hereunto 
annexed, No. II. full of* curses and menaces ; 
though, at that time, he was a member of Par- 
liament, and chair mau to the bench of justices; 
and that he has often received letters of the 
same nature : 

" That complaints are made to the exami- 
nant three or four times a month, That the 
Minters go into the city to buy goods, and into 
the markets to buy cattle, of 20 or SO/, value ; 
and paying, only, 4 or 5/. down, order the sellers' 
to bring them near the Mint, and then carry 
them thither by force : 

*« That, Tat the latter end of the last parha* 
ment, the examinant saw one William Harman, 
and others, proclaim, That four streets in the 
perk, in Southwark, which are above half a 
mile round, should, for the future, he deemed 
to be within the privileges of the Mint ; and 
that no person should presume to arrest auy 
body there : 

" That several persons within the Mint have 
set up a jurisdiction of their own ; and take 
upon them to regulate and determine matters 
there : 

" That one Monk is called their general ; 
Gilding, their Recorder ; Saunders and Martin, 
their Judges ; Steed, TOwnshdnd, and Wright, 
their Beadles and Messengers: 

* Mr. David Spencer , Lighterman, said, That 
one David Corbet who owed the examinant 
238/. odd money, went into the Mint in Ja- 
nuary last, in order to shelter himself : ^Thajt 
the whole debt wa« contracted in six months, 
and 2$/, 3*. thereof in less than 14 days be- 
fore he went into theMint : That he . was in- 
formed, That if be made his address to a club 
in the Mint, they would make Corbet pay him 
the 24/. St. ; because, by their rules, no per- 
sons Were to be protected from paying a debt 
contracted in so short a time before their com- 
ing them ; That in January last, he sent in his 
name to them, and paid eighteen-pence fee, to 
be admitted to tell his case : That there were 
20 that sat about a table ; and that one of them 
particularly sat at the upper end, and had a 
cap on his head, in imitation of laurel ; and, 
the examinant was told, he was one of the 
stewards of the court: That, when he had 
told them his case, they promised to make Cor- 
bet pay him the money, or deliver him up ; 
and immediately sent for him, by their mes- 
senger, who had on a red coat, a laced hat, and 
a staff in his hand ; but he could not be found : 
That he went again to the same club, the 
Thursday following ; when Corbet was again 
sent for, but wold not be found : they said 
they had seen him ; and that he had agreed 
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to pay the 24/. 3s. to the examinant, at three 
several payments ; viz. 31. 3s. down, 8/. in a 
month, and 8L more in 3 months : that the ex- 
aminant said, He would not accept of those 
teems ; but would take some other course : 
That the next day, the two stewards, and ano- 
ther person, came to the examinant's house, 
at the Bank-side, .which is half a mile from 
the Mint : and said, That they had been talking 
with Mr. Corbet, who had agreed to pay the 
examinant 111. 3s. down and 12/. three months 
after, provided he, the examinant, would not be 
concerned in taking out a statute against him ; 
but, the examinant not accepting that offer, 
they said, Mr. Corbet must then take an ale- 
house in the Mint, and spend the money there ; 
and the examinant has not been able to get 
any part of the 238/. 

" Randolph Greenway, esq. under sheriff for 
the county of Surry, said, That he cannot exe- 
cute process against any person in the Mint, 
without the Posse Comitatus ; and even then 
most take the opportunity of the assizes, when 
he can have the Javelin-men to assist him, or 
go in by surprise ; for if he was to raise the 
Posse in the usual form, the Minters would cer- 
tainly be prepared against it: That the ex- 
pence of raising the Posse is 20 or 30/. and 
that it cannot be very much depended upon ; 
for, even out of the Mint, when a person stands 
in the pillory, the Posse leave the exami- 
nant, and mix with the mob. 
' " William Devon 9 xamhhVs-court officer, said, 
That the Thursday before Christmas, as he was 
carrying away a prisoner, who was no Minter, 
2& or 30 Minters, who were planted, for that 
purpose, a quarter of a mile from the Mint, 
knocked down the examinant, and took his 
prisoner from him : That they have come se- 
veral times to his house, which is a quarter of 
a mile from the Mint, and insulted him and 
broke his windows, and threatened to take 
prisoners from him ; That he never goes near 
the Mint, that he is not in danger of his life. 

u John £*?0UM,sherifPs officer, William Spicer, 
David Thomas and William Varnham, con-, 
stables, being severally examined, said, That 
they had often been obstructed, by the Minters, 
in executing warrants ; and have had their 
prisoners taken from them ; and durst not go 
over St. George's Fields, since the rules of the 
KingVbench were inlarged : That the Minters 
would suffer warrants for felony to . be served, 
but not escape warrants : that the exatftinants 
had often been pursued, when they had no 
writs to execute, by a hundred, or more, of the 
Minters ; some of which, called spirits, and 
dressed in long black gowns, which go over 
their heads, with holes made to see out at, go* 
often out of the Mint in search of bailiffs. 

" Richard Poole, one of the badge-porters 
of LincolnVInn, said, That, on Friday the 
J2d of December 1721,' he served one Da- 
niel Davis and his wife and Sarah Morgan, at 
the house of the said Daniel Davis, in the 
Mint, with a subpoena : That, as soon as the 
examinant had served the said subpoena as 
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aforesaid, the said Davis and his wife nW 
tened the doors, and declared they would 
have the examinant punished, according to 
the laws of the Mint : and called in several 
persons, and then sent out three or more of 
them, directing them to get the club together 
with all possible speed : that, soon afterwards, 
word was brought, That the club was ready ; 
whereupon Davis opened the doors and bid 
the examinant get out of his house about his 
business ; that, as soon as the examinant was 
got without Davis's door he was surrounded 
by a mob, who laid violent hands on him, and 
carried him to an alehouse near to Davis's 
house, where were divers persons, unknown to 
the examinant, one of which they called Judge : 
That they searched the examinant's pockets, 
and took an order from thence : and tnen cut 
a piece of parchment into small pieces, and 
put the same into a glass of water and salt, 
and forced the examinant to eat the said pieces 
of parchment, and to drink the water and salt: 
That then there came into the room several 
other persons, in disguise, whom they call the 
Spirits, who by violence, took the examinant to 
seven or eight pumps, and pumped him at each 
pump a considerable time : that, afterwards, 
they forced the examinant (beating and punch- 
ing him with short sticks and truncheons) into 
a ditch, into which the common-sewers, and 
filth of the necessary-houses^ runs; and one 
of them forced the examinant's head three 
times under the surface thereof : that as soon 
as the examinant came out of the ditch, they 
led him to a place, at some distance, which, as 
the examinant has been informed, was the ex- 
tent of their bounds ; and there they produced 
a brickbat, having on it human excrements ; 
and obliged the examinant to kiss the same, 
and to express biraselfin the following words ; 
via. 

Mam a rogue, and a rogue in grain, 

' And damn me, if ever I come into the Mint again. 1 

" That the persons that had so treated the 
eaaminant declared, they had lately made a 
law against serving of subpoenas in the Mint : 
That the examinant was very much bruised 
and hurt, in his face, and several parts of the 
body, by the usage aforesaid. 

" Joseph Twells, an officer in the, borough- 
court, said, That about two years ago, he was 
treated in the same manner as Richard Pool, for 
arresting a cheesemonger's servant ; and had 
5s. taken from him in money. 

" Anne Lefoe, a working woman, said, That 
she, having given evidence, at the assizes, 
against one of the Minters, who was indicted 
by the above-mentioned Joseph Twells, was 
seized, near St. George's church in Southwark, 
by two Minters, and carried, by force, into the 
Mint; where she was also treated in the same 
manner : That they took all her cloaths from 
her, except one petticoat, and her bodice ; 
and made her curse her father and mother. 

" John Smith, sheriff's officer, said, That, 
about two years and a half ago, as he was 
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drinking at a public-house half a mile from 
the Mint, at a time when he had not « . . writ 
to execute, near 200 Minters came in pursuit 
6f him ; upon which the examinant got over 
the pales, and went into another house, and 
•hut the doors ; hut the Minters followed him, 
and broke open two doors, and carried him 
into the Mint, where they treated him in the 
same manner as the aforesaid examinants had 
been treated : that he had twenty or thirty 
cuts in his head, by being dragged through the 
kennels; was almost strangled : had his breast 
Core in several places ; and lost a suit of 
cloaths worth 5 or 6/. a silver watch, and 3/. in 
money. t 

u That, upon the whole, the Committee 
came to the following Resolutions ; viz. 

Resolved, 1. * That it is the opinion of this 

* Committee, That the provision made by the 

* act of the 8th and 9th of king William the 

* Third, intituled, ' An act for the more effec- 
' tual relief of creditors, in cases of escapes ; 
4 and for preventing abuses in prisons, and 
4 pretended privileged places ;' has not proved 

* effectual within the place commonly called 

* the Mint : and that further provisions should 

* be made ; and the same be extended to the 

* Contrivers, aiders, and abettors, of and in the 
4 offences mentioned in that part of the said 

* act, which relates to pretended privileged 
f places. 

2. ' That further powers be vested in the 

* justices of the peace for the county of Surr|, 

* for the more effectual execution of their war~ 
4 rants, and escape- warrants, within the said 

* place called the^ Mint. 

S. " That some provision be made for de- 

* fraying the charge of raising the Posse Comi- 
4 tatus, or any other power that shall be re- 
4 quisite, to execute process or warrants within 

* the said Mint. 

4. ' That assemblies of persons, taking upon 
4 themselves to regulate and determine matters 
4 within the said place called the Mint, greatly 

* contribute to the support of the disorders, 
4 and illegal practices, committed therein ; and 
' that effectual provision should be made against 
4 the contrivers, actors, aiders, and abettors, of 
4 and in such assemblies. 

5. ' That some proper (encouragement and 
'reward be given to the prosecutors, upon 
4 their convicting such offenders. 

6. ' That the granting some relief to such 

* insolvent debtors as have been, for a certain 

* time to be limited, within the Mint, and shall 
4 appear to be objects of compassion, under 
4 proper regulations and restrictions, may con- 
4 duce to the dispersing the great numbers 
4 that have resorted thither, and to the abo- 

* lishing the pretended privileges of the same 

* place/ 

APPENDIX, N° I. 

i( May it please your Worships ; 
u We, the unfortunate gentlemen of this place 
called the Mint, are unwilling to give the least 
umbrage to your worships order, m the execut- 



ing your warrants upon highwaymen, thieves, 
pickpockets, and whores: but must increat you, 
gentlemen of this honourable bench, that, as 
our case and circumstances are desperate and 
deplorable, and our liberties but small, to the 
maintenance of ourselves, wives, and children ; 
so, we humbly hope, this honourable bench, as 
gentlemen and Christians, will commiserate 
our cases. — We are very sensible, that many 
reflections are daily thrown upon us, without 
real cause; and we do assure your worships, 
we will always obey your warrants, as afore- 
mentioned : but, as our lives, and the miseries 
of thousands, ought to move your worships to 
commiseration; as we are gentlemen, mer- 
chants, &c ; so we humbly hope, your honours 
will excuse us, if any accident should happen 
in defence thereof; we being truly loyal and 
dutiful subjects to his Majesty king* George, 
and ready to sacrifice our lives in defence of 
bis sacred person, and government. 

Signed, 44 Amatores Libert atum." 

44 Gentlemen ; 
44 As we are are ready to prove to your wor- 
ships, That this bailiff is a most notorious vil- 
lain, not only in being tried several times for 
bis life, but guilty of every thing criminal, am 
perjury, felony, &c. and even to take the corpf 
of the deceased out of their coffins, and sell 
them : Then what will such a person do to the 
living, we refer to your worships; humbly 
hoping, you will, of your great compassion, 
discharge the warrants against the innocent, 
that was not in the least concerned. Super- 
scribed, To the worshipful Bench of Justices." 

APPENDIX, N° n. _ ' 

"Mr.Ladd; 
" God eternally damn the for an old over- 
grown unparallelled monster of a rogue ! thou 
spawn of fiery dragons, hell, and fury ? May all 
the plagues of Egypt be inflicted upon the, 
ninety-and-nine times doubled ! May God rain 
fire, brimstone, and the grandest rods, scourges, 
and flames of hell, upon the, here on earth ; 
and when we have made two or three Plet- 
holes (by the power of powder, and force of 
balls) through thy rotten skull, that may infal- 
libly finish thy abominable course, and make 
the to resign thy uncharitable, corrupted, breath, 
that thou niayest be placed in the lowest and 
fiercest hell, and there to remain to all eternity. 
There never was so vile a rogue breathing upon 
the face of the whole earth, since the creation 
of Adam, as thou art. Oh thou abominable 
dog ! what ! oppose the relief of the poor insol- 
vents ! Thou cursed villain ; we have agreed 
to send the to hell in a little time ; (i. e.) the 
first opportunity ; which, depend upon it, we 
will watch for very diligently. I tell thee, the 
author is a person concerned with sufficient ac- 
complices to execute this blessed action : but I 
tell the farther, I had some little check upon my 
spirits this morning, which was the occasion 
of my writing thee this epistle ; whereby, if 
thou follow my couucel K thou shalt escape his 
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bloody contrivance. Thou hast been, and now 
art, the only person that doth oppose the re- 
lief of the poor insolvent debtors : therefore, as 
thou bast been such a cursed notorious dog, 
turn a faithful friend to them all, and discharge 
them, every one that comes before thee, with- 
out giving them any trouble ; and I promise 
thee a hair of tbv head shall not be hurt, nor thy 
body neither : but mind what I say to thee ; 
it won't be thy seeming indifferent with the 
prisoners, as though thou was their friend, and 
if found otherwise, that will save thy bacon ; 
nor if thou shouldst go into the country, on any 
pretence whatsoever; or if thou dost keep 
from the bench, on any pretended indisposition : 
in a word, there is no pretence whatsoever upon 
earth shall save thee, if thou dost not infallibly 
discharge every one that comes before thee, and 
speak iu jtheir behalf, in every respect, as much 
as possible. 

" N. B, A Copy of this letter I have shewn 
to my, companion* ; and it is agreed to by us 
all. ; 

" P. S. It is most evident (by the ad of insol- 
vency), eta* every person, nor owing above 50/. 
principal money, shall be discharged. This, I 
say, was the intent and design of the Parlia- 
ment; and if than introducest any quibble to 
obstruct the execution of the Parliament's in- 
tention, by the great God, by all the angels and 
archangels, and by att thai is good and sacred, 
either in Heaven above, or on the earth be- 
neath, the contents of this letter shall be exe- 
cuted : And so, Farewell," 

The said Resolutions, being severally read, 
were agreed unto by the House. Ordered, That 
a Bill be brought in, pursuant to the said Reso- 
lutions. 

Report of the Committee of the House 
of Commons appointed to examine Christo- 
pher Layer anp others touching the Con- 
spiracy-.} March 1. Mr. William Pulteney ac- 
cording to order, reported, from the Committee 
appointed to examine Christopher Layer, and 
others ; and to whom "several Papers, relating 
to the Conspiracy mentioned in his Majesty's 
Speech,, were referred ; the matter, as it ap- 
peared to them, upon the said Papers and Exa- 
minations $ which they had directed him to re- 
port to the House : and he read the Report in 
his place ; and afterwards delivered the same 
in at the clerk's table* with several Appen- 
dixes, containing Copies of the several Papers, 
and Examinations referred to in the said Report 
and also a trunk containing all the original pa- 
pers and Examinations mentioned in the said 
feeport i which Report is as follows ; 

REPORT from the COMMITTEE appointed 
fyy order of the House of Commons to ex- 
amine ChristophejuLayer, and others; and 
to whom several Papers and Examinations 
hud before the' House, relating to the 
CONSPIRACY mentioned in his Majesty's 
Speech, at the opening of this Parliament, 



to be carrying on against his Person and 
Government, were referred. , Reported on 
the First of March, 1722, by the right hon. 
William Pulteney, Esq. Chairman of the 
said Committee. 

The Committee appointed to examine Claris- 
topeer Layer and others, in relation to- the 
Conspiracy mentioned in his Majesty's 
Speech, to be carrying on against his Person 
and Government, having perused the se- 
veral Papers and Examinations referred -to 
them, and baviog gone through the Ex- 
aminations of those persons, have agreed 
on the following Report : 

IN such various and so long examinations, 
and in so extensive an iuquiry, your Committee 
are in hopes that they need nqt be strictly tied 
to the method and order in which they were 
appointed, but may for the ease of the House 
range the several matters occurring to theni, as 
near as they can, in the order of time in which 
they were transacted, or as they best serve by 
their mutual connection to illustrate each other, 
without adding any observations of their own, 
but such as naturally arise from comparing the 
several papers and examinations together, and 
such as are necessary to help the House, the 
more easily to perceive the contradictions and 
inconsistencies of the confessions made by the 
prisoners, as well as the confirmations and co- 
incidence of the facts inquired into. 

The Committee observe in general, that a J 
design has lon^ been carrying on by persons of > 
figure and distinction at home, in conjunction J 
with traitors abroad, for placing the Pretender 
on the throne of these kingdoms. That various 
methods have been attempted, and various 
times- fixed, for putting this design in execution. 
That the first intention was to have procured 
a regular body of foreign forces to invade these 
kingdoms at the time of the late elections, ; but 
that the conspirators being disappointed in this 
expectation, next resolved to make an attempt 
at the time that it was generally believed his 
Majesty intended to go to Hanover, by the 
help ef such officers and soldiers as could 
pass into Engjand unobseryed from abroad, 
under the command of the late duke of Ormond, 
who was to have landed in the river with a 
great quantity of arms, provided in Spain for 
that purpose, at Which time the Tower was 
likewise to have been seized, and the City of 
London to have been made a place of arms ; 
but this design being also disappointed, by the 
discoveries made in England, andjhb Majesty's 
putting oflf his journey, hy the encampment of 
the forces at home, as well as the sending for 
those from Ireland, and by the readiness pf his 
Majesty's £pod allies the States General te 
assist him in case of need, by the orders given 
in Spain that the late duke of Ormond should 
not be suffered to embark, and* the like orders 
issued in France that he should not be suffered 
to pass through that kingdom, the conspirators 
found themselves under a. necessity of defecting 
their e&texprize till the breaking, up of the 
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camp; (faring which interval, they .were la-- 
booring by their agents and emissaries to cor- 
rupt and seduce the officers and soldiers of bis 
Majesty's army, and depended so much on this 
defection, as to entertain hopes of placirig the 
Pretender on the throne, though they should 
obtain no assistance from abroad, which ne- 
vertheless they still continued to solicit for. 

The truth and reality of these wicked designs, 
your Committee are of opinion will appear 
confirmed to the House by concurrent and 
unquestionable advices, from almost all parts 
of Europe, sent by persons who appear to 
liave had no communication with each other ; 
which advices have again been vended and 
supported by several discoveries made at home, - 
by the informations and confessions of some of ■ 
the persons concerned, as wett as by a long < 
and regular series of correspondence, which the 
conspirators have furnished the government ! 
with against themselves, the several branches of- 
which appear to the Committee connected ; 
whfa one another, and all concurring in one ; 
continued design of subverting our present 
happy establishment, and involving these king- 
doms in blood and confusion. 

That the first design was to have been exe- 
cuted during the elections., and to have been 
supported by foreign forces, is collected from 
the following circumstances. 

Philip Neynoe, clerk (who was drowned 
in attempting to make his escape from the 
Messengers) declared upon his examination 
before some of the lords of the council, " That 
be had been employed by George Kelly, and one 
Watson, whom he took to be the late earl 
Marishal, and who was in England last Spring, 
to draw up three several memorials to the 
Regent of France, to solicit him to send forces 
to the assistance of the conspirators. That 
the last of these memorials was drawn up in 
December 1721, and contained a demand of 
5,000 men, to be sent over by the Regent to in- 
vade these kingdoms." 

This is confirmed by unquestionable advices 
from France, the 19th of April last, in which it 
is expressly affirmed, " That repeated appli- 
cation had been made to the Regent for some 
time past, to furnish only a body of three thou- 
sand men, by the help of which the conspira- 
tors made no doubt but to be able to place the 
Pretender on the tin-one." 

Layer, at his examination before a Committee 
of lords of the council, confessed, " That being 
in discourse , with lord Orrery, soon after his 
•first acquaintance with him, (which was before 
encampment.) lord Orrery said, nothing 
could relieve the nation, but a restoration ; and 
that he would be glad if he could contribute to 
bring it about ; that it must be done by foreign 
ibices, and could be done no other way ; that 
fee often asked lord Orrery, -what methods they 
bad taken to procure them ; that lord Orrery 
aaid, they had friends abroad that had made 
application to the Regent for assistance to 
-bring about a Revolution ; bat he does not 
teow whom bis iorcbhm meant : General 
Vow VIII. 
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Dillon might be his correspondent, for ought 
he knew j that lord Orrery likewise told" him, 
die Regent might be brought to wink at any 
thing, hut was so perfidious that he was not to . 
he trusted ; and that the French had made a 
tool of tl>e Pretender." 

Layer repeated the same in part at two 
other examinations before his trial, and has 
since confirmed to your Committee, upon his 
examination at the Tower, " That lord Orrery 
declared himself constantly of opinion, that 
nothing could be done to any purpose % in the 
Pretender's favour without Foreign forces." 

About the latter end of April, % letter was 
intercepted here, coming from Spain, enclosing 
the copv of one from Q to - t, 

which will he shewn, in the sequel of this re- 
port, to have been from the late duke of Ot- 
mond, in which Ormond says, " Pray tell Mrs. 
ChaumOnt, that since the parliament is dead 
and gone, I think it is a good time to make an 
effort, when the elector is gone to Hanover.* 1 
It will appear from the sequel of this report, 
that by Mrs. Chanmont is probably meant the 
Pretender. 

On the 23d of AprH another letter wa^ inter- 
cepted, signed 1S78, and directed to Mr. Jack- 
son, which your Committee have good reason 
to believe was from the Bishop of Rochester to 
the Pretender, as will be shewn in the follow- 
ing part of this report ; in this letter he says. 
" Notwithstanding this opportunity is elapsed, I 
agree with you another may offer before the 
end of the year, though not perhaps every way 
so favourable." This letter was writ on the 
20th of April, when most of the elections were 
over, and consequently that opportunity was 
elapsed. ^ - 

That an insurrection was thought of at the 
time of the elections, is farther confirmed from 
the following particulars ; Layer confessed be- 
fore the Lords, " That Green the gunsmith 
being in company with lord North after dinner, 
and talking of 5,000 arms, and 7,000 arms, that 
were ready, said, * When the Westminster mob 
were up, if they had had arms V Upon which 
lord North interrupted him,, and said, Do not 
talk, you are a citizen, you know there are no 
arms; but that the man insisted there were 
5,000 arms ready in the city." 

Neynoe declared, " That Tho. Carte, clerk, 
made two expeditions in the. Spring (during the 
elections) one into Cornwall, and another into 
the counties of Warwick, Nottingham, Derby 
and Stafford ; and that upon Neynoe's blaming 
the riotous conduct at the Coventry election. 
Carte replied, hang the election, you never saw 
fellows of such mettle, so well trained, so fit for v 
' business." 

Among Mr. Dennis Kelly's papers was seized 
an exact list of the quarters of all his Majesty's 
forces in Great Britain, about the time that 
they were drawn out of most-of the great towns 
and boroughs, on accoiun of the elections. 

From all these circumstances the Commit- 
tee see reason to conclude, that the first design 
was to have been executed with the assistance 

H 
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ef foreign forces* at the time of the elections ; 
that the Pretender, the late duke of Ormond, 
lord Orrery ? and the bishop of Rochester, were 
of this opinion ; that memorials were drawn up 
here, to be presented to the Regent for this pur- 
pose, and 'thafc those memorials were actually 
presented, or at least application made to the 
Regent in consequence of them, by directions 
from persons in England ; and that such dis- 
positions had been made for this enterprize at 
that time, as broke out into riots at some of the 
elections ; which must be allowed to have been 
no unfavourable juncture for such an attempt, 
considering the discontents occasioned by tbe 
late South Sea scheme, which the conspirators 
have all alonj£ flattered themselves they should 
"be able to improve into a spirit of rebellion, and 
the liberties usually taken at such a season, 
when all the freeholders of England are neces- 
sarily and legally assembled together, and when 
tbe whole nation is too apt to be in a ferment, 
even in the quietest times. 

This design failing, on account (as it is rea- 
sonable to believe) of tbe conspirators not 
being able to obtain the forces ibey, solicited 
from abroad, and of their being themselves di- 
vided in opinion as to the time and manner of 
execution, their next endeavour was to attempt 
an insurrectioji at the time when they supposed 
hi$ Majesty would be going to Hanover. 

Of the reality of this design your Committee 
have found such evident and concurrent testi- 
monies, that they think stronger could not rea- 
sonably be expected, in an affair, where it was 
to much the interest of the conspirators to act 
with the utmost caution, and secrecy. 

It has already been observed, that the late duke 
of Ormond thought the.time of the King's going 
for Germany a favourable opportunity for mak- 
ing an effort, and that the person who signs 
1378 says, " Notwithstanding this opportunity 
is elapsed, I agree with you another may offer 
before the end* of the year, though not perhaps 
every way so favourable." 

Layer confessed to the Lords at two several 
examinations previous to bis Trial,and has since 
confirmed to your Committee, " That he made 
application to lord Orrery to stand godfather 
to his -child for the Pretender, intending that 
this mark of kindness from tbe Pretender should 
serve as a credential to lord Orrery to induce 
huh to converse freely with him, in relation to 
the Pretender's affairs : that their acquaintance 
having begun in this manner, lord Orrery sent 
to him to inquire into the Pretender's character 
and qualifications, and asked him several, times 
whether he had any recommendation from the 
Pretender to any person ; that upon his an- 
swering no, his lordship told him, that he seem- 
ed to be an honest man , and people of his in- 
tegrity should be always welcome to him, whe- 
ther they had any credentials or no ; that he, 
Layer /then gave his lordship an account of 
what had passed between the Pretender and him 
during his stay at Rome, and asked Bis lord- 
ship what hopes there were? To which his lord- 
ship answered! that there were hopes, for all the 



natiou were generally for the Pretender,' except 
such as had places, or money due to tbem from 
the government ; that lord Orrery farther told 
him, that lord North, sir Harry Goring, lord ( 
Strafford, and others, were going to do a rash 
thing in favour of the Pretender, which he, 
lord Orrery, was sorry for, because it would 
prove abortive, and hinder its succeeding ano- 
ther time ; that Layer asked him who was to 
have the command, and lord Orrery told him he 
believed lord North and Grey was to have the 
command, and that the said lord had a commis- 
sion from the Pretender : that the lord Orrery 
called this design rash, because not duly con- 
certed, nor supported by foreign forces, without 
which, be said, he thought they must be more 
than madmen to hope to do any thing to effect, 
for the Pretender's service. That he, Layer, 
the next time be saw lord North and Grey, 
which was before the encampment of the troops, 
acquainted him with what lord Orrery had said 
about the rashness of the design ; that lord 
North and Grey replied, lord Orrery was a 
timorous fellow, and was always making diffi- 
culties, aud schemes, out of bis own brain ; that 
he knew nothing, nor should know ; but that 
it was his, lord North's opinion, the Pretender 
might be restored by the people of England, 
without the assistance of any foreign force. 
That he, Layer, talked to lord North and Grey 
of his lordship's being general, but. lord North 
said, be was not popular enough, that the duke 
of Ormond would be fit for it, and if they had 
him here, his lordship believed most of tbe sol- 
diers would join him ; that he, Layer, continu- 
ing to press lord North and Grey on this head, 
by telling him that be was fitter for a general, 
and was popular, the said lord answered no, tbe 
duke of Onnond was the man, he was the sol- 
dier's rtarling. That he, Layer, often talked of 
this affair, to tbe lord North, being induced so 
to do, by the impatience he observed in bin, 
and in lord Orrery, that something should be 
done." .. .. 

Matthew Plunket, Serjeant of invalids, has 
deposed upon oath, " That Layer told him (in 
July last) that the late duke of Ormond would 
come in a single ship with some officers, and 
that it had been done long ago, if the French 
ambassador had not been told of it, who told it 
again to the King.*' 

It appears to your Committee from several 
depositions on oath, as well as from Informa- 
tions and written intelligence, that iu conse- 
quence of this design of bringing over the late 
duke of Ormond, captain Charles Halstead, a 
Lancashire man, (who was concerned to the 
insurrection intended at Oxford in- the year 
1715) set sail from the river for Bilboa, about 
the lStbday of March 1721-28, on board the 
ship Phineas of Bristol, William Arnold mas- 
ter, with a provision of arms and powder oa 
board, which one of the sailors on his exami- 
nation declared, « He apprehends to ba^e 
been greater than was necessary for an ordinary 
trading voyage* That the said ship was hired «t 
one hundred pounds freight per month, tv* 
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hundred being paid in advance (as Halstead 
himself owned) and' had no goods nor any pas- 
senger on board, except the said Halstead, who 
vent by the name of Nowell* and was known 
to the master and sailors by that name only, 
during the voyage to Spain. That the / said 
ship was cleared at tlie custom-house in ballast 
for Lisbon; but that when they came into the 
bay of Biscay, the master, who had orders to 
follow Nowett's directions, gave private instruc- 
tions to the pilot to steer to Bilbo*: that they 
arrived there on the 25th of March, O. S. and 
that Halstead went oa shore, aud lay that 
night, at Mr. Brown's an Irish merchant, and 
the next day went forward towards Madrid, 
being furnished with horses by the said Brown, 
on which journey he was absent about a fort- 
night ; that during his absence, a report was 
current all over the town of Bilboa, and par- 
ticularly among the convents, that the said ship 
was come to fetch over the late duke of Or* 
mond ;" and Thomas Carter, pne of the sailors 
of the said ship, who was employed by Hal- 
stead to wait on him as a servant, has deposed 
upon oath : " That three days after the said 
Nowell's return, the deponent heard him pro- 
pose to the abovcnaroed captain Arnold, to 
carry the late duke of Ormond aud four other 
passengers to England ; which the said captain 
Arnold refusing to do, the said Nowell insisted, 
saying the ship was his so long as he paid the 
hire of her, and the wages and victualling; and 
they had high words upon it. Carter farther 
deposed, that Halstead received a letter di- 
rected to colonel Nowell Butler, which was the 
name the said Nowell went by, when he was 
in Spain. That when the ship was released, 
they plied off and on about four hours off St. 
Andero, expecting somebody to come off in 
a boat, but nobody coming and night "drawing 
on, they made the best of their way to Eng- 
land, and arrived in the Downs the beginning 
of July last/' Allison, who came over to Eng- 
land a passenger in the said ship, has deposed 
upon oath, " that he left Madrid on the 4th of 
June, N. S. and that some time before. he came 
away, the late duke of Ormond, who had re* 
sided a considerable time at Madrid, had sent 
away his horses and equipage from thence, and 
put his servants on board wage's, and that it 
was reported he was to go to Ventosilla. That 
he, Allison, upon his coming to Bilboa, found 
the ship Phineas bound for England, but stop- 
ped ; that he agreed to take his passage on 
board her, and going to the corregidor of Bil- 
boa for a pass, he found there Mr, Brown a 
merchant, and one who went by the name of 
Nowell : that Brown asking the corregidor 
why the ship was stopped, he said, it was not 
the ship, but Nowell's persbn that was detain- 
ed, by orders from Madrid ; that he, Allison, 
heard a report at Bilboa, that the late duke of 
Ormond was on the coast in disguise, and that 
Nowell had been at Madrid, and come hack 
again in fifteen days ; the expedition of which 
journey, and the ship's coming in ballast, had 
raised a suspicion in Bilboa, that Nowell came 
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f over to the late duke of Ormond on account 
x of the conspiracy. The sailors observed, that 
during Nowell's stay* at Bilboa, brigadier 
Campbell (a person concerned in the s Preston 
. rebellion) was frequently on hoard with him, 
but did not care to own his name." The same 
particulars are confirmed by letters from sir 
Anthony Wescomb, who was sent to Spain to 
gain intelligence, with several other circum- 
stances relating to ships,; arms, and .recruits, 
provided for the Pretender's service in Spain. 

During these transactions Colonel Stanhope, 
his Majesty's ambassador at Madrid, who does 
not appear to have known any thing of this 
ship's being come to Bilboa, having received 
intelligence from other hands, that the duke of 
Ormond was preparing to set out for England 
with some Irish officers, in order to put himself 
at the head of the rebels, obtained orders 
from the court of Madrid, to hinder the late 
duke of Ormond's embarkation ; as will ap- 
pear more fully in the remaining part of this 
report. 

In consequence of these orders, the king -of 
Spain's officers came on board the ship, and 
laid an embargo upon her for about a fortnight, 
till Halstead finding himself disappointed of 
his design, agreed that part of a, cargo of wool 
and iron should be put on Ward the said ship 
by Brown and Slinger, and then returned to 
England with one Maxwell, whom the sailors 
understood to be a relation of the late lord 
Marr's, and two other passengers, and arrived - 
in the river about the 7th or 8th of J uly . 
. About the beginning of May a letter was. 
intercepted here, coming from Spain, directed 
to Monsieur Dumville Procureur, and inclosed 
under cover to one Wilmore at Mr. Stokoe's* 
bookseller near Charing-cross; who is meant by 
the name of Dumville, the committee have not, 
been able to discover. 

In this letter, was inclosed the copy of a 
letter which the committee have reason to be* 
lieve was from the late duke of Ormond, to 
some person abroad, the initial letter of whose 
name is discovered by the decipherers to be I* 
The letter to Dumville, as well as the copj 
of the late duke of Ormond's letter, was writ 
partly in cypher ; and among the words out 
of cypher several fictitious names were made 
use of, which the Committee observe ia, the 
case also io several others of the intercepted 
letters referred to them* 

It was reasonable to expect, that in manag- 
ing correspondences of so hazardous a nature, 
all sort of art and industry should be ,used> 
and all the help of cyphers and jargon called' 
in, to disguise the real designs, and to conceal 
the true names of the persons concerned, ia 
order to their avoiding the danger of legal con- 
viction : But your committee likewise observe, 
that several of these disguises are so gross 
and obvious, that they/ only serve to betray 
themselves; others of them are explained by 
the skill of different decypherers, agreeing in 
the same explication, "which explication is 
agaiu confirmed by facts unknown to those 
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persons at the time of the decyphering. Others 
are explained by cyphers and lists of fictitious 
names, seized on the conspirators themselves, 
as well as* by comparing the several parts of 
their correspondence together ; -and others again 
by direct informations upon path. And, as 
the degrees of evidence, in a search of this na- 
ture, must be various, the Committee have 
taken all the care they can, to distinguish what 
appears to them fully proved, from what is sup- 
ported by strong and probable conjectures only. 

In this letter to DumviHe, dated the 27th of 
April 1722, N. 8. mention is made of its being 
publicly known in 8pain, by letters from Bii- 
boa,* and other parts, " that a ship came to 
Biiboa, with an express to Ormond, in order to 
bring Ormond to England ; that the said ex- 
press went to the place where Ormond was ; 
that thtB had made so much noise, that it was 
necessary to send to England with all possible 
dispatch: that a ship's coming with ballast 
only gave occasion to those reports ; and that 
in order to stifle them it was necessary to put in 
the ship goods for England: that this would be 
a considerable expence to Tom, who hopes 
that friends will consider it, and send him if 
possible a greater supply than the 5,000/. that 
he wrote for in his of the 6th and 20th of 
April ; that the bills must be sent directly to 
B— , and may be bought at the Exchange of 
London/ 

The Committee are of opinion, that by B is 
sneant Brown the Irish merchant at Biiboa, 
because the cargo was put on board by the said 
Brown and Slinger ; and it appears by subse- 
quent letters that this Brown had 12,000 arms 
in his custody, for the service of the late duke 
of Ormond. It is also proved by the sailors, 
that Halstead was frequently in company with 
Ibis Brown, and his nephews, and lay some- 
times at his house. 

Who is meant by Tom in the said letter, the 
Committee will not take upon them to deter* 
'mine, hut they believe it will appear probable 
to the House, from the connection and other 
circumstances, that it must mean the late duke 
bf Ormond. 

The person that writes this letter to Dum- 
ville, adds, " 'That since Mrs.Ch&umont cannot 
ineet Ormorid at any place on the road, it is 
absolutely necessary that Ormond should have 
as good a preparation of arms as can be had 
there ; and^ in order to make it, hevfill want 
mote money from friends." 

The same person says, That he had that day 

received a letter, importing, " That M 

could get more arms if he had more money/ 
llie Committee are of opinion, that by M— — 
is meant Morgan, who is mentioned in several 
letters from Spain *s intendant of the Pre- 
tender's ships at Cadiz, and active in procuring 
officers and arms ; which letters are confirmed 
by the seizure of the ship Revolution at Genoa, 
of which it appears -by captain Scot's letter 
horn Genoa, that Morgan had the chief care, 
going by the name of Walton ; which is again 
confirmed by a letter from sir Anthony Wes- 
comb at Biiboa. 



The person that writes to DumviHe, farther 
adds, 14 That Ormond hopes Onslow mid Haw* 
ley will send a part of the money they have 
raised directly to Ormond ; for Ormond, upon 

the hopes of it, has sent credit to M ; he 

desires Dumville to mind this, and not to lost 
a moment." 

Who are meant by Onslow and Hawley, the 
Committee cannot determine; but they are 
inclined to believe, that they are the same per- 
sons, who in another letter, inclosed to Wil- 
roore soon after, and writ in the same cypher, 
are found by the decipherers to have the ini- 
tial letters of their names, G :, and N— ; 

in which conjecture they are the more con- 
firmed, by a cypher seized on John Plunket, 
in which the real names beginning with G. are 
constantly designed by fictitious ones begin- 
ning with H. the letter immediately following 
in the alphabet, and the real names" of the let- 
ter N. by others beginning with O. 

In the letter to Dumville, abovementioned, 
was enclosed the copy of a letter from the late 
duke of Ormond to L. which was sent to Dum- 
ville as being in part an answer to one received 
from him; who is meant by L. the Com- 
mittee cannot determine. 

In this letter, the late duke of Ormond men- 
tions his having received an account from 

D (general Dillon probably) that be nad 

procured 10 thousand arms, nnd advises the 
joining stocks with D ■ , since they cannot 
have too many arms ; and says, he can only 
depend on two thousand arms from M— — 
(Morgan probably) but that he could have had 
more arms, if he had had more money. 
The Committee observe, that this account of 

ten thousand arms procured by D , and of 

two thousand by M , agrees exactly with 

an account sent soon after from Mr. Stanhope 
at Madrid, and confirmed by sir Anthony 
Wescomb, that twelre thousand arms were 
lodged in the hands of Brown at Biiboa, for the 
Pretender's service, and that Morgan was or- 
dered to the Bay of Biscay, in order to trans- 
port the said arms to England. 

The Committee take notice likewise, that 
the very same number of arms is mentioned in 
a letter, writ, as they have good reason to be- 
lieve, by George Kelly to general Dillon's se- 
cretary, nnd the arms are there spoken o£ as 
provided by Mansfield's relations, which name 
George Kelly explained to Neyuoe, to mean 
the late duke of Ormond. 

The circumstance of Kelly's mentioning these 
arms to Dillon's secretary, makes it probable 
that by D. in Ormond's letter is meant the said 
Dillon, who, as your Committee are informed, 
is an Irish Roman Catholic, and quitted Ire- 
land on the capitulation of Limerick, and is at 
present a lieutenant general in the French ser- 
vice, and has the command of one of die Irish 
regiments in France ; and he appears to your 
Committee, from several parts of the inter- 
cepted correspondence, to have the chief ma- 
nagement of the Pretender's affairs, ami to be 
the principal agent and director In carrying on 
this conspiracy. 
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Ormond m hts letter to L— , afterwards 

says, " That since the parliament is dead and 
gone, he things it will he a good time to make 
an effort, when the elector is gone to Hanover; 

and adds, I hope you have agreed with D 

the time of going for England, and when that 

is fixed between Mts. Cbaumonr and D > 

you will let Onnond know the place of landing 
m England. I desire an express may be sent 
to me, with particular accounts of what is 
agreed on." This, the Committee take notice, 
agrees with Mr. Stanhope's intelligence, that 
Ormond was going for England, and likewise 
with intelligence^ sent from Rome, that the 
Pretender was to embark, a? soon as two of- 
ficers, relations of the late duke of Ormond, 
should arrive at Porto Longone; which cir- 
cumstance makes it not improbable, that by 
Mrs. Chaumont may be meant the Pretender. 

In the same letter to L , Ormond says, 

** I have ordered H 's sbjp, that I depend- 

ed on, to return to England ; it was not proper 
to make use of it, for reasons not necessary to 
trouble you with ; there was no message sent 
hy him, because of the uncertainty of the time 
of his getting to England." 

This passage, the Committee are of opinion, 
evidently relates to Halstead's ship. Upon 
mentioning his sending back this ship, he im- 
mediately adds, " I have ordered M 's ship 

to come to A ," which agrees exactly with 

Mr. Stanhope's account, that Morgan's ships 
were ordered to the Bay of Biscay, to transport 
to England the arms abovenientioned, together 
with Ormond and what officers could begot; 
and it appears by subsequent letters from sir 
Anthony VVescomb at Bilboa, that the said 
ships, under the command of Morgan, did put 
in at Sainto Andero, which the Committee un- 
derstand to be the place meant by A , to 

which Ormond says he had ordered M 's 

ship to come. The said ship's having put in at 
Andero, and staid there fifteen days, is again 
confirmed by a letter from Genoa, writ by 
captain Gardiner, who commanded the ship 
Revolution lately taken. . 

Soon after this letter to Dumville, another 
was intercepted here coming from Spain, di- 
rected * A Monsieur Dodsworth,'not signed,en- 
closed under cover to Wilmore * as the former* 
and writ in the same cypher; the most mate- 
rial paragraph of which is thus explained by 
the decypherers. 

" I must again entreat you to use your ut- 
most endeavours to get the 5,000/. from friends 

returned to O w directly ; the hopes given 

by G to expect a great sum, and by N- , 

that he had raised 20,000/., induced O to 

supply M , and to make other necessary 

provisions. If that money be not returned, it 
will fall heavy upon 0<— and he will be 
disabled from answering the expectation of 
friends, therefore ought to be your first and 
greatest concert). All other Actions nse trifles 
in comparison of it ; for the hopes of success 

depend principally on O . I mentioned 

this in former letters, and friends are desired 
4 
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to return more than 5,000/. if possible. ,If 
they do, more arms, ammunition anil officers 
can be had here, and the end of raising money 
by friends, is, to procure arms, ammunition, 
and officers." 

To whom these letters were writ does not apr 
pear, but the committee observe that they are 
writ in the same cypher .with three letters, 
which they have grounds to believe were from 
the bishop of Rochester ; they observe likewise 
that the same cypher is sometimes made use of 
by George Kelly. 

Mr. Stokoe the bookseller, being examined 
about Wilmore, under whose cover these let- 
ters to Dumville and Dodsworth came enclosed, 
could give no other account of him, but that he 
"was one who once writ a letter in his shop, and 
desired him by a letter, dated Epsom the first 
of March, 1722, to take in such French letters 
as should come directed to him, and by another 
letter, dated Harwich, the 14th of May, de- 
sired him to take in no more ; that he, Stokoe, 
did receive two letters from abroad so directed, 
which were fetched away and paid for by per- 
sons to him unknown. 

That the late duke of Ormond was expected 
to bead an insurrection in England, is farther 
confirmed by the following particulars. 

Neyuoe,upon his examination before a com- 
mittee of lords of the council, declared, u That 
the first design in the spring, was to have been 
executed in London by seizing the Tower, and 
that the late duke of Ormond was then to have 
landed in the river ; but upon discovery of the 
plot, and the king's not going beyond sea, it 
was put off for some time ; that the bishop of 
Rochester, lord Orrery, lord North, and sir 
Harry Goring, were the principal leaders and 
directors of the whole design ; and that Watson 
(whom he took to be the late earl Marishal) 
had told him, lord North and Grey was thought 
of for the command/' 

On the 29th of April, O. S. intelligence came 
from France, " That the week before the late 
duke of Ormond had made application to the 
Regent by a person of great distinction, for 
leave to pass through France, under a pretence 
of going into Italy ; hut that the Regent had 
absolutely refused him, and at the same time 
had dispatched the necessary orders to the 
frontiers of Spain, to hinder him from passing 
either openly or in disguise." 

On the second of May, O. S. sir Ldke Scbaub 
sent advice, u That one Lesley had been look- 
ing out for lodgings at Paris for the late duke 
of Ormond; and on the 9th, that alderman 
Barber carried with him bills of exchange for 
fifty thousand pound sterling for the Pretender; 
and that the same sum was sent to Ormond by 
another hand, to enable him to make the ne- 
cessary preparations in Spain and Italy." The 
committee observe, that this agrees, as to the 
division of the money, with a passage in another 
letter from Dillon's secretary to George Kelly, 
dated the 2d of .May (N. S.) which will be far- 
ther explained in its proper place. 

On the 23d of May O. S. sir Luke Schatffe , 
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sent advice, " That the late duke of Ormond 
was to set out for Madrid, about the 20th of 
that month with his family, without its being 
known whither he was going; that it was 
believed he would give out that he was going 
to settle at a certain distance from Madrid, 
from whence he might steal away afterwards 
unobserved." 

On the 28th of May, O. S. Mr. Stanhope 
writes word from Madrid, " That having had 
intelligence to be relied on, that the late duke of 
Ormond intended speedily to pass into Eng- 
land, with a great number of Irish officers at 
that time in the service of his catholic majesty, 
in order to put himself at th3 head of the rebels 
there, and for that purpose was to set out 
from Madrid the next day, under pretence of 
going for the rest of the summer' to Ventosilla, 
a house of the duke of Medina Celi, halfway 
"between Madrid and Bilboa, but in reality to 
be thereby readier to pass to that port, and 
with less suspicion to embark from thence for 
England, whenever matters should be ripe for 
his so doing ; he made application to his catho- 
lic majesty by the marquis de Grimaldo, for 
orders to be sent to all the ports of Spain, to 
prevent the said late duke's embarking with the 
officers above-mentioned, and received a letter 
from the marquis de Grimaldo (a copy of 
which is annexed to this report) acquainting 
him, that the king of Spain bad directed such 
orders to be issued, and was ready on all oc 
easions, more particularly on this, which re- 
garded the quiet and tranquillity of bis Britan- 
nic majesty's kingdoms, to contribute all in 
his power towards h)s Majesty's satisfaction." 

Andrew Pancier, formerly captain lieutenant 
of lord Cobhnm's dragoons, has deposed upon, 
oath, " That being grown intimately acquainted 
•with Skeene, (now in custody) a person related 
to Marr, and engaged in the rebellions of Pres- 
ton and Glenshield, Skeene began to acquaint 
him, about June last, that there was a design 
carrying on in England, for placing the Pre- 
tender on the throne, at which he, at different 
times, told him the following particulars : that 
si* or eight battalions of Irish foot double officer- 
ed, were to have come over from Spain, which 
were quartered upon the coast of Galicia for that 
purpose; that the nine Spanish men of war 
which have joined the Dutch, and four more 
to have been fitted out at Barcelona, and three 
at Alicant, (as he best remembered) being in 
all sixteen Spanish men of war, were to have 
been employed in this service. That these 
troops were to have laniled either in Cornwall, 
or D^ear Bristol ; that there Were forty thousand 
stand of arms in Great Britain, part in Scotland, 
other part in London, other part in Bristol, and 
other part in Cornwall. That there were seven 
or eight hundred men with officers among them 
in London, subsisted, and in readiness for such 
an occasion. That a sum of two hundred thou- 
sand pounds had been raised, by contribution 
for carrying on this design, and put into the 
management of the bishop ot Rochester, whoj 
with the lord North and Grey r were the leading 



men among them, and that lord Strafford and 
lord Kinoule, knew the thing. That the 
managers of this affair in Spain, were the late 
duke of Ormond aud the, late earl Marishal, 
and those in France, the late lord Marr and 
lieutenant general Dillon. That the court of 
Spain was in their interest, but as to the Regent 
and cardinal Du Bois, they could not tell what 
to make of them : that this design was to have 
been executed some time ago, but was then disap- 
pointed by the Regent; that the late duke of 
Ormond and the late earl Marishal were to have 
come with the troops before mentioned from 
Spain ; and the Pretender about the same time 
was to have left Rome privately, and to have 
lain concealed somewhere near, from whence 
he would have come over when there had been 
a fair prospect of success. That as to any op- 
position they could expect, we had but four- 
teen thousand men in all, of which three thou- 
sand were necessary to guard London, three 
thousand more for Scotland, and two thousand 
for the garrisons, so that the remainder would 
never dare to attack those who came from 
Spain : and in the confusion, their (meaning 
the Pretender's) friends would have been able 
to have got together, and made a head. That 
in the conduct of this affair there passed little 
in writing, and only the four lords before men- 
tioned, viz. the bishop of Rochester and lord 
North and Grey principally, and lord Strafford 
and lord Kinoule, were concerned in the ma- 
nagement of it here : that the business was to 
have been done before the Dutch troops coald 
come to our assistance." 

The Committee have laid these several par- 
ticulars together, though of different dates, 
that the House may see at one view, the rea- 
son there is to believe, that the late duke of 
Ormond was to have landed in England with 
officers and arms, about the time that it was 
generally supposed his Majesty intended to go 
to Hanover. The reason of Ormond's not 
coming, is sufficiently explained by the orders 
issued at Madrid and in France, by the King's 
not going abroad, and by the discoveries and 
disposition of the forces made in England. 
And notice is taken, in letters to one of his 
Majesty's secretaries of state from Rome, that a 
person of great distinction at that place, had 
declared it as his opinion, that the grand pro- 
ject formed in the conclave for placing the 
Pretender on the throne of Britain, was going 
to be put in execution ; but that the same per- 
son afterwards assigned four reasons for its 
having miscarried, which were, the want of 
money, the suspected faith of the Regent, the 
want of skill in those who were to conduct it, 
and the pusillanimity of the Pretender ; who, 
to avoid hazarding his own person, proposed 
to send his child : which last particular is again 
mentioned in another letter from Rome. 

The Committee now return to shew what 
other evidences they have before them, of a 
design laid for beginning an insurrection in 
London, at the time when it was supposed th* 
king intended to go to Hanover. 
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: About the latter end of April, his Majesty 
received intelligence from abroad, upon which 
be can intiielv depend, "That a design was 
laid for bringing in the Pretender, which was 
thought to be so well concerted, and conducted 
by persons of .such experience, that if the secret 
was but kept, as was proposed, the success was 
looked upon as infallible, and that it was to 
be put in execution about the end of April, 
or beginning of May." The original letter 
containing this intelligence has been commu- 
nicated to your Committee, and an extract of 
it is annexed to this report. 

On the 29th of April the same intelligence 
was repeated, with these farther particulars, 
" That the conspirators did no longer think it 
necessary to insist on foreign assistance, flat- 
tering themselves that great part of the king's 
own forces would declare in their favour. That 
they now contented themselves with desiring 
the Regent should observe a neutrality between 
bis Majesty and the Pretender ; and that lord 
Lansdowne was to present, or cause to be pre- 
sented, a memorial to the Regent to this effect, 
that day or the next. That the design was 
probably to be executed in London ; that the 
beginning of May was the time fixed on ; and 
that the Pretender was speedily to set out for 
England." 

Your Committee do not find that the above- 
mentioned memorial was presented to the Re- 
gent ; but in letters from Plunket to Dillon 
they find the same repeated in these words ; 
" If the Regent stands neuter, we will soon 
bring the Law' Suit to bear;" which Layer ex- 
plained to be the Pretender's cause. 

On the 24th of April, O. S t Mr. Davenant, 
his Majesty's minister in Italy, sent an express 
from Rome, with advice, " That the Pre- 
tender's adherents were making preparations in 
Cadiz, and other ports of Spain, for an attempt 
on England ; that the Pretender was speedily 
to embark at Portolongone, and was retired 
from Rome for that purpose and it appears, 
that the same advice was soon after confirmed 
to his Majesty, by a foreign minister residing 
in England, who received the intelligence from 
a person of great distinction abroad, and com- 
municated it to his Majesty. 

On the 9th of May, Mr. Craufurd, his Ma- 
' jesty's resident at Parrs, writes word, " That 
the Jacobites in France, expected soon an in- 
surrection in England, which was to be begun 
by the heads of their party here, soon after his 
Majesty's setting out for Hanover, and: was to 
be supported by 'Irish officers and soldiers, who 
lay ready at Cadiz, besides such as should be 
able to pass over iuto England from If ranee 
by stealth ;" and in his letter of the 26th of 
May, O. S. he adds, '< That the grounds of 
this expectation were, assurances given from 
England, that the conspirators would immedi- 
ately make themselves masters of the Tower 
and city of London." 

This intelligence agrees with a paper deli- 
vered to the secretaries of state in July last, • 
by one of the lords of bis Majesty's council, 
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who, as they have certified, assured them, that 
a person, whom he had good reason to believe 
to" be deeply concerned in the conspiracy, came 
to him in the monthof July and brought him a 
paper, which he affirmed he had copied by 
stealth out of the scrutoire of a noble lord, 
whom he refused to name, and that the said 
person writ out a fair copy of the paper in his 
presence, winch contains minutes of resolutions 
taken at a consultation, and is, in the following 
words : -y v 

" R. That the arms be dug up immediately 
and dispersed in small parcels. Begin in South* 
wark, Whitechapel, Wapping, Holborn and 
Smithfield. March into city. Possess the 
gates. Against the horse, barricades in the 
narrow streets, especially at both ends of 
Fleet-bridge, Shoe-lane, Fetter-lane and Chan- 
cery-lane. Possess St. Clement's church-yard 
by a party from Holborn. A strong barricade 
in the narrow part of that street. Line the 
two first stories. Bricks, stones, &c. may be 
useful in the upper . rooms, and may be thrown 
by women and others unfit to bear arms. 
Lighters, with ammunition under coals, lie at 
Blackfriars and Milford-lane. No dependence 
or assistance from Westminster and those 
parts, except some few by water, the commu- 
nication being cut off. Message to the lord 
mayor by three lords. Proclamation made to 
oblige all who shall not come in, to bring in 
their musquets and militia arms. Declaration 
ready printed, to be dispersed among the peo- 
ple. Twenty-three officers of the guards to be 
depended on : a great many others well af- 
fected, especially the common centinels. Day 
resolved on, April the 30th. R. That forty de- 
termined persons be immediately pitched upon, 
armed with swords and pistols, to execute all 
orders, and that for the subsistence of the said 
forty gentlemen, money be advanced out of the. 
fund, at the rate of seve'u shillings per diem for 
man and' horse. Commander in chief, lord N. 
Time, seven in the mosning." 
" Dis. C. \V. M." 

The Committee make no doubt but the 
House will readily observe, that this scheme 
drawn up in April, and delivered as aforesaid 
to one of the lords of the council, in July last, 
has a near affinity with that of Layer, and ap- 
pears to be the groundrwork of it, though 
Layer denies his having ever seen any such 
paper of resolutions, or having received any in- 
structions relating to his scheme, except from 
Wilson a surgeon, Murphey a physician, and 
White a serjeant. 

The Committee likewise observe from this 
and Layer's scheme, as well as from a letter of 
Sample's (of which notice will be taken in its 
place) that the involving the city of London in 
blood and confusion, appears to have been 
universally understood and agreed on among 
all the conspirators, as the first step to bo 
taken, and the foundation of thek future hopes. 

By another paper, delivered in July last by 
the. same person, it appears, that when the 
stroke was struck m I/mdon* tfeewarere to be 
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msorrectkm* in several counties of England, 
and that ihe numbers of gentlemen and private 
wen, to be depended en both in London and 
the country' were computed and set down; 
and the Committee observe, that the extending 
the insurrection to the country, after London 
was seised, makes likewise a part' of Layer's 
scheme, and Sample's letter. 

The Committee farther take notice that in 
these schemes as, well as in Pander's deposi- 
tion, mention is made of great quantities of 
arms concealed for the use of the conspirators, 
and Layer having confessed at his examination 
before the lords that he supposed there were 
arms provided, and that Green the gunsmith 
being in company with lord North, had men- 
tioned 5,000 arms, and 7,000 arms, and in- 
sisted, in contradiction So lord North, who bid 
him bold his tongue, that there were 5,000 
arms ready in the city, the Committee examined 
him particularly on this head, but could draw 
nothing mete from hira, than that Green bad 
Sold Captain Bonyn at lord North's that he 
could help him to 5 or 7*000 arms at an hour's 
warning. And though your Committee is folly 
satisfied that no care lias been wanting else- 
where So discover these arms, and to defeat the 
conspiracy in so essential a circumstance, yet 
they cannot hut think it a melancholy consi- 
deration, that, through the determined obsti- 
nacy of the conspirators, these endeavours have 
hitherto proved unsuccessful. 

The Committee observe farther that in the 
paper of resolutions, mention is made of a fund 
Of money provided, and of a great number of 
determined persons subsisted in London, for the 
purposes of the conspiracy, for the execution of 
which a day was likewise fixed on and ap- 
pointed, and the commander in chief known. 
AU which several particulars correspond exact- 
ly with the intelligence received at the same 
time from abroad, with Pander's deposition, 
with what Layer owned lord Orrery had told 
him, that he believed lord North and Grey had 
a commission for commanding in chief, and 
with what Neynoe was told by Watson, that 
lord North and Grey Was thought of for the 
command, as likewise with what was told Mat- 
Jthew Phinket by Layer and John Plunket, that 
lord North and Grey and others were ready to 
head an insurrection. 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the general evidence, which convinces them 
thatw design was formed by persons of distinc- 
tion, to invade these kingdoms with a foreign 
force; that being disappointed in this expecta- 
tion, the? still persisted to make an attempt, 
v«th such officers and soldiers as could be pro- 
cured iprrratsly from abroad; that the late 
duke of Ormond was to have landed for this 
purpose, and to have been followed by the 
Itaftender j that arms and money were pro- 
vided, anoVmen consisted for this -service; that 
the insurrection was to have been -begun in 
fceadgn* and thenoe to have been extended 
ever the "whole kingdom; They will bow 
fdoeeed oaose particularly to explain the 



several parts, which the leaders and inferior 
agents appear to have taken in conducting tan 
design, as far as the same can be collected 
from the intercepted correspondence and tothcr 
papers referred to them, and from the examina- 
tions of the persons concerned, by which it 
will farther appear to the House, that the de- 
sign was constantly prosecuted in nil . parts, 
without any other relaxation or inter mission, 
than what the necessity of their affairs, and the 
discoveries made, obliged them to, in order to 
lay their measures deeper, and to make the suc- 
cess of them more certain ; and that the en- 
terprise, which was first calculated for the 
spring, was to have been afterwards pnt m exe- 
cution at the breaking up of the camp, with 
the help of officers and soldiers from abroad, if 
they could be obtained ; if not, on the strength 
of such as they hoped to be able to corrupt and 
seduce among his Majesty's own forces. 

The leaders, in order (as it is natural to be- 
lieve) to save themselves from the danger of 
legal conviction, chose to manage their corre- 
spondences by the intervention of persons of a 
meaner rank and figure, and of desperate for- 
tunes, who, they hoped, might escape the ob- 
servation of the government, being no other- 
wise considerable, than as the trust reposed in 
them made them so. 

The Commfctee think proper to take notice, 
that of these inferior agents, Layer appears ts 
have been principally intrusted by lord North 
and Grey and lord Orrery, and that Plunket, 
who travelled with Layer to Borne, and whose 
treasonable practices and correspondences are 
closely connected with those of Layer, writes 
of himself as transacting part of bis treasons 
wkh lord Orrery's clerk, and sends frequent ac- 
counts to the Pretender's agents abroad, of 
matters relating to the said lord. 

George Kelly, a nonjuring clergyman, at 
present, (though in the late queen's time, tbe 
Committee is informed, he took the oaths to 
the government, and likewise the abjuration) 
appears to have been tbe person principally in- 
trusted by the bishop of Rochester, and to 
have been employed in writing for him, and 
conveying letters to him, until the tkne that he, 
Kelly, was first taken into custody; after- which 
it, appears to the Coonnittee, that Thomas 
Carte, another nonjuring clergyman, was en- 
trusted and employed 4>y the bishop in the 
same manner; and the Committee observe, 
that George Kelly's c orresp ondence has a 
close connection with that of Dennis Kelly, 
and likewise that he appears to have been 
privy to Phmket's and Neynee's transactions. 

The person employed -by the dufee of Nor- 
folk,- in conveying letters between .him and 
George Jernegan, an agent ef tfie Pretender's 
in Flanders, they find to be Mrs. Spehnaa, alias 
Yailop, who has likewise owned her cnnvsyiaj 
letteas, in the same manner, between Mr. ftar* 
vey of Comb, and one Moor of Brownlow- 
street, and the said Jernegan; tbe Committee 
observe, that John Sample acted under the* 
I flection ef ^mpiU(co«mc«Jy etiiled kid 
4 
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Sempill) and his son at Paris, and that • he 
Wrote tetters to the late duke of Ormood and 
the Pretender ; but whom he transacted mat- 
ters with in England, your Committee do not 
find, by his examination, he Would declare. 

The Committee farther observe, that this 
treasonable correspondence extended itself into 
Scotland ; that William Erskine remitted mo- 
ney to France, for the service of the Pre- 
tender's friends, and had a letter under the 
late lord Marr's hand found upon him, when 
he was taken into custody. That Mr. Cocran, 
now in custody, and others of that country, yet 
unknown, were concerned in the same treason- 
able correspondence, carried on under the 
same fictitious names and expressions that ace 
made use of by several .of the correspondents 
in England; and that the same cant was like- 
wise made use of, for the* same purposes, by 
persons in Ireland. That all these several nego- 
tiations and correspondences concurred in one 
common design, of stirring up an insurrection 
in these kingdoms, and placing the Pretender 
on the throne. 

The Committee have thought it proper to lay 
before the House, such particulars as. occur to 
them relating to each of these negotiations, and 
to begin with those of Layer and Plunket, as 
being closely connected with one another, and 
set on foot earlier than it yet appears the 
others were, and as being likewise what the 
House thought fit first to refer to the examina- 
tion of the Committee ; and by comparing the 
substance of the papers and examinations of 
these two persons together, the House will be 
enabled, at one view, to form a true judgment 
of the sincerity of their confessions. 

Before the Committee examined Mr. Layer, 
they acquainted him, that the several questions 
they intended to propound to him were re* 
duced into writing, and that, to avoid all mis- 
takes, his answers should be so likewise ; and, 
before they were reported to the House, he 
should have the perusal of them : accordingly he 
did review his 6rst confession to the Committee, 
and made several additions and alterations, 
which will be taken notice of in their proper 
places. 

Mr. Layer has owned partly to a Committee 
of Lords of the council before his trial, and 
partly to your Committee (as will appear by 
reference had to his several examinations an- 
nexed to this report) " That being bred up 
under an uncle who was a nonjuror in Nor- 
folk, he early imbibed those principles ; that 
having a private affair to transact at Venice, 
this and a natural inclination and curiosity, 
which he had always had to see the Pretender, 
carried him* on -to Rome ; that he set out from 
England on the first of April, 17*21, in company 
with John Plunket, now in custody, who went 
sometimes by the name of Rogers, whose ex- 
igences he bore, on account of his being useful 
to him, as speaking several languages. That 
he believes from the time of his first acquainting 
Plunket with his intended journey (which was 
some months before their setting out) the said 

Vol. VHL 
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Plunket, in order to magnify his services to the 
Pretender and his adherents, mi^ht write to 
general Dillon, and others of them, that he was 
going to Rome with a frieud, and that his and 
his friend's journey would be of great cpnse- 
quence to the Pretender's affairs// fiut this 
particular he did not own till the review of his 
examination, when he found the Committee 
were apprised that notice had been sent to 
Rome of his journey ; for be insisted at first, 
that his journey to Rome was purely acci- 
dental, and not concerted with the Pretender 
or any of his agents. 

He farther owned, u That, in their way to 
Italy, they passed through Antwerp, ami that 
Plunket there received a letter from general 
Dillon, which he shewed to Layer, directing 
them whom to apply to, on their arrival at 
Home, to- introduce them to the Pretender 
and, on his reviewing his examination, when 
he found your Committee were in possession 
of that letter, he owned, •* That Francis Ken- 
nedy was the person they were directed by 
Dillon to apply to." A letter to that effect 
being found among Plunket's papers, signed 
Dixwell, and the same being shewn by your 
Committee, to Layer, he declared, " That, to 
the best of his memory and belief, it was tjia 
very letter which was shewn to him by Plunket 
at Antwerp, and affirmed by Plunket to be 
from general Dillon ; that he, Layer, believes, 
Dillon goes by the names both of Dixwell ano* 
Digby ; and that by the name of Joseph, in 
the said letter, is to be understood the Pre- 
tender, 1 

" That be and Plunket arrived at Rome the 
latter end of May, 1721, and that after he had 
been a day at Rome, he sent to Francis Ken- 
nedy, secretary to the Pretender, to let him 
know he should be glad to see him, and to 
renew acquaintance with lum." 

Being asked, when and where he first became 
acquainted with Francis Kennedy, he said, 
" That Kennedy has a brother, secretary to the 
late duke of Ormond, with which brother he 
'had some acquaintance ; and he thinks he has 
formerly been in Francis Kennedy's company 
at London along with the other brother, butas 
to this" particular he cannot be positive." s This 
is what he said relating to Kennedy at his first 
examination, and your Committee observed 
by his behaviour, that he was under difficulties 
how to account for" his applying to Kennedy, 
not having owned, at that time, that he had 
any directions sb to do, and being willing to 
have your Committee believe, that his journey 
was not known of at Rome ; but after Plunket's 
examination, being uncertain, what Plunket 
might have confessed, he thought it proper to 
be more open upon this head, though contra- 
dicting in some measure his own former con* 
fession. lie farther said, " That upon hit 
sending to Francis Kennedy, as above, the 
said Kennedy came to his lodgings, which at 
the same time he said he was surprised at, it 
being in the face of all the English gentlemen ; 
but that Jieouedy told him he needed not he- 
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uneasy at his coming to his lodgings openly, 
since be frequented the company of all the 
English gentlemen that came to^Rome, without 
distinction : that at. the first visit he desired 
Kennedy to introduce him to the Pretender, 
which he promised to do. That Kennedy came 
to him again the nest night, and promised to 
introduce him to the Pretender privately* in an 
evening, so that nobody should he able to 
prove his having been there." 

And when, he reviewed his examination, 
being asked by your Committee, whether he 
knew of any fetter to Plunket, on their first 
coming to Koine, and be ing asked it in such 
a manner, as let him understand* that they 
knew from wham it came, and by whom it 
"was writ, then, and not till then, he owned, 
" That he believed Kennedy delivered to 
Plunket a letter, under the Pretender's own 
hand, when Kennedy and Plunket were clone 
together ; for the next morning, as he, Layer, 
was in bed, in a room next adjoining to that 
where Plunket lodged, Plunket . came to his 
bedside, and told him with seeming satisfaction, 
that he got a letter under the king's (meaning 
the Pretender's) own hand, but that Kennedy 
never said one won} of this letter to him, 
Layer. That Plutrket shewed him, Lnyer, the 
said letter, thewrhole of which he believes, to 
have been writ in the same hand in which the 
blank receipts taken amongat his papers at Mrs. 
Mason V are signed, which he believes to be 
the Pretender's own hand. That the substance 
of the letter was, that the- bearer, Francis Ken- 
nedy, would introduce Plunket to the Pre- 
tender. He said, he could not be positive, 
whether it was said iuthat letter, that Kennedy 
would introduce Plunket only, or whether he 
himself was mentioned likewise to be intro- 
duced by Kennedy. That Plunket told him lie 
saw the Pretender the night before Layer was 
introduced to him." 

This original letter has since been delivered 
to your Committee, with the depositions re- 
lating to it, by which it appears that Plunket 
delivered it with other papers to one Mary 
Fughan about Michaelmas last, which was near 
the time of Layer's being taken up; it is 
dated Thursday morning, signed James it. and 
directed to Mr. Plunket, and is in the following 
words : 

" This is only to direct you not to mention 
any thing of business to any body till I have 
seen you. I have not much leisure to-night, 
expecting visits ; but however I shall be glad 
to see you alone, and agree with you the most 
private way and manner for yoor companion 
'and me to meet. The bearer, Fr. Kennedy, 
will bring you very privately to my house to- 
nighuabout eight o'clock. 

" For Mr. Plunket. James R." 

Your. Committee observe from this letter, as 
well as from other papers before them, what a 
degree of trust and confidence Plunket was 
admitted to, (notwithstanding he would en- 
deavour by his present appearance to make it 
seem incredible) and perceive likewise by this 



letter, that his and Layer's journey to Rome 
had been represented to the Pretender as an 
affair of some importance. 

Layer farther said, " That Kennedy, in his 
second visit, appointed him to meet him and 
colonel Haye in the square before the Pre- 
tender's house at ten the next night : that he 
met them there, and that they conducted him 
up a pair of back stairs to the Pretender." 

Before the Committee proceed to give ah 
account of the conversation which Layer says 
he had with the Pretender, they, think it proper 
to observe, that among Plunket's papers were 
found two foul draughts of letters, which are 
sworn to be Plunket's hand-writing, which give 
some light to the occasion of his and Layer's 
journey to Home ; the first is without date or 
direction, but appears evidently by the matter 
to have been writ to the same person and about 
the same time as the second, which is dated 
the 22nd of March* 1721, (about ten days 
before his and Layer's setting out) and directed 
to Mr. Jackson, which name is found in a 
cypher among Plunket's papers, and sworn 
likewise to be his hand-writing to denote the 
Pretender. 

In the first of these foul draughts are these 
words : " There is one that sets out from Nor- 
folk in a few days to let )ou know they' (that 
is the Tanners, which he explained to Layer to 
mean the Tories) will stand by you on occasion; 
he only stays for me, and offers -to bear my ex- 
pences; so that I shall wait on you, and have 
the satisfaction to tell you by word of mouth 
what will be acceptable. He carries The List 
with him ; no doubt on it you may have many 
such now.". 

In the Letter to Jacksdn of the 22d of March 
are these words: " The gentleman I mentioned 
to you formerly, is come out of the country 
with instructions to wait on you, and tender 
you their service. He offers to bear my ex- 
pences." 

From these passages compared with the Let- 
ter received by Plunket, from Dillon, at Ant- 
werp, in which Dillon says, " I have sent Joseph 
advice of your journey, in which I wish you and 
your companion, though unknown, all happi- 
ness ;" and then directs him to apply to Ken- 
nedy, at Joseph's house, for introduction ; and 
compared likewise with the Pretender's letter 
to Plunket, in which he directs him not to 
mention any thing of business to any body, till 
he had see.n him alone ; in order to agree with 
him the most private way and manner for 
meeting his companion : it appears to your 
Committee to be the most evident, that Layer 
did not undertake so long and expensive a 
journey, on uncertain prospects of private bu- 
siness, or out of mere curiosity ; but that bis 
journey was concerted with the Pretender's 
friend* at home, and notified to the Pretender 
and his agents abroad, and that he earned over 
whb him tenders of service to the Pretender 
from persons in England, as likewise a List t>f 
names, which was of such importance, and So 
well understood and expected at Rome, as *• 
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be mentioned by Plunket in one of his letters 
to the Pretender, without any otjier description, 
than barely that of The List. 

The Committee thought this observation the 
more necessary to be premised, because Layer 
did of himself own to them his giving to the Pre- 
tender a list of names, end the Pretender's ask- 
ing him, at a second interview, what he had to 
say in relation to his List ; but yet endeavoured 
to elplain that affair, in such a manner as your 
Committee apprehend to be no ways consistent 
with Plunket's foul draughts above-mentioned, 
nor with the expectations that seem to have 
been raised in the Pretender and bis agents, 
from Layers and Plunket's journey. 

Layer told your Committee, u That on his 
being introduced to the Pretender, by Ken- 
nedy and Haye, as above-mentioned, the Pre- 
tender asked him the occasion of his coming, 
and whether he had any credentials from peo- 
ple in England ; that he answered, nothing but 
curiosity, and a desire of paying my duty to 
your majesty, has brought me hither ; that the 
Pretender asked him, what lords he was ac- 
quainted with ? To which he answered, none 
but sbch as he was concerned with in the way 
of his profession ; that the Pretender again ex- 
pressed himself surprised at his having no cre- 
dentials nor recommendations from any person 
in England, and said* this journey must have 
been very expensive to you, I believe it cannot 
cost you (ess than 500/. To which he answered, 
That a private affair, which brought him to 
Venice, would have defrayed the expence, if it 
had succeeded, but that being disappointed in 
that}' his inclination drew him on to Rome, to 
pay his duty to the Pretender, which he had 
long had in his thought, so took this opportu- 
nity of doing it; that one Plunket, who was 
now in Rome with him, had often told him, 
that he need not fear being introduced, or to 
that effect ; that the Pretender said, he believed, 
that Plunket was a very honest- man, and as 
proper a person as Layer could have bad for a 
companion." 

The Committee observe, that what is here 
said concerning the Pretender's good opinion of 
Plunket, and Plunket's having given assurances 
to Layer, of his being introduced, was not men- 
tioned by Layer, till after Plunket had been 
examined. 

Layer farther said) that the Pretender again 
' repeated his surprise at hte having no recom- 
mendation from any person in England ; but 
said, I am informed by Francis Kennedy) who 
knows you, that you have a good character, and 
for that reason you are welcome without any 
credentials. Yet your Committee observe^ 
that Dr. Blackerby Fairfax, an intimate ac- 
qnaintance of Layer's, has deposed upon oath, 
"That Layer, since his return from Rome, told 
him, that while he was in private audience with 
the Pretender, a Scotch colonel broke in upon 
them : upon which the Pretender took him into 
another room: and that he, Layer, did there 
deliver his credentials to the Pretender. 

Layer told the Committee, " That the Pre- 



tender, after the discourse above-mentioned, 
aske.d him what county he was of, and what 
gentlemen he knew ; that he answered he was 
of Norfolk, and knew aN the Tory gentlemen 1 
of that country; that the -Pretender asked him' 
if he could recollect their names, and put them 
down in writing; to which he answered, he 
could easily do that, having brought with him 
memorandums of their names ; that accordingly, 
he drew up a fair list of the Tory gentlemen of 
Norfolk, and gave the said list to the Pretender 
at a second interview, thinking it would be 
agreeable to him. That the Pretender then 
asked him, whether be wauld see the queen., 
meaning his- spouse, and promised she should 
admit him to kiss her hand." 

" That about three weeks or a month after, 
Francis Kennedy and colonel Have, appointed 
him to meet^ them at the same place and time 
as before, and introduced him to the Pretender 
and his spouse;' that the Pretender then called 
him to him, and asked him, whether he had any 
thing to say in relation to his list ; that he -an- 
swered, he forgot something which he had to 
communicate to his majesty ; that-the Preten- 
der said, his wife would go out of the room pre- 
sently, and soon after spoke to her in Jtalian, 
to withdraw, as he believes. That the Preten- 
der then asked him, what he had to say ; to 
which he replied, I have nothing so material to 
offer as ought to have procured me this great 
honour and indulgence ; but if there be any 
service on earth I can do, I am most ready : 
that the Pretender said, wHht can you doi 
have you any acquaintance ? to which he re- 
plied, that all the persons mentioned in his list 
were intirely devoted to the Pretender'* interest, 
and all the gentlemen in England the same, ex- 
cept those in places of profit and trust, and that 
all parties- were united in his interest. That the 
Pretender then asked him, what the gentlemen 
were whose names were on his list : to 'which 
he answered, they were all Tories, and that he 
had not put down any of the Roman Catholics 
of Norfolk, of whom there were several, men' 
of estates. That the Pretender said, he be- 
lieved the people of England were generally 
well inclined to his cause, and pretty well con- 
vinced of their error; and then spoke of the dis- 
contents occasioned by the South-Sea scheme.** 

The Committee observe, that in the cypher, 
which Layer received from sir William Ellis ; 
the names of several Norfolk gentlemen are 
inserted, who they think it probable made a 
part of the list delivered by Layer to the Pre- 
tender ; but at the same time they think it a 
justice due to those gentlemen, to observe, that 
Layer has owned to the Committee, that, in 
t order to magnify the number of the Pretender's 
friends, jie did in several of the list^s found 
among his papers, insert the names of persons, 
as well affected to the Pretender's service, 
without having the least authority from them 
for so doing ;"and his false assertion to the Pre- 
tender, that all the gentlemen in England, ex- 
icept those in places of profit and trusty were 
intirely devoted to his interest, shews, that he 
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made no distinction between the innocent and 
tne guilty. 

He ndxt acquainted the Committee, " That 
after the discourse 'beforementioned with the 
Pretender in relation to the liar, the Pretender 
commended his seal, and told him,' he might 
depend on any service he could do him. That 
he, Layer, then desired some token, by which 
he might obtain credit among the Pretender's 
friends of the nobility in England, and ob- 
tained that of the Pretender and his spouse's 
aus«£rin£ for his child ;" which the Committee 
avoid repeating, the account he gave them 
agreeing with that printed in his trial. He said 
" That upon his desiring a letter to the 
duchess of Ormond, for tier representing the 
Pretender's spouse, colonel Haye told him no 
letter could be sent by him, but that care 
would be taken the duchess should stand. 
That he likewise gave him a message to the 
duche'ss, to this effect, that the duke of Or- 
mond was well, and gone to Madrid, by which 
he told him, she would understand the business 
he came about. 

" That he returned to England about the 
end of August or beginning of September 
1721, and waited on the duchess with his re- 
quest, adding, that he hoped she was not alto- 
gether a stranger to that affair ; to Which she 
returned hm> no particular answer, but pro- 
mised to stand god-mother, as he desired. 

** That he then made application to lord 
Orrery to stand with her, by Thompson, whom 
he took to be her chaplain, and by Swortfegger, 
lord Orrery's secretary, who understood that 
Jord Orrery was desired to represent the Pre- 
tender; that the said lord sent to the duchess 
to know whether she stood, who answered that 
she did; yet lord Orrery refused ; but upon 
farther acquaintance, and hearing that lord 
North and Grey had consented to stand, he 
sent for Layer, and made excuses to him for 
this refusal. That he made use of this creden- 
tial to lord Orrery, to induce him to converse 
freely with him in relation to the Pretender's 
affairs ; having beard that tlie said lord was in 
the Pretender's interest. 

"That upon his being refused by lord Orrery, 
he made his application to lord North and 
Grey, as mentioned in his trial, who stood, 
knowing, as he believes, that he stood for the 
Pretender. That this transaction was the be- 
ginning of his intimacy with lord North and 
Gey. 

** That the first conversation he had with 
lord North relating to the Pretender's affairs, 
'was soon after the christening; that he then 
asked lord North, whether nothing could he. 
undertaken in the Pretender's favour, his lord- 
ship being a military man. That bis lordship 
replied, he believed the Pretender had friends 
enough, if. they did but understand one ano- 
ther; that the army in general, and most of 
the half pay ofijeers, were wefl inclined to the 
Pretender. 

" That in July last, he, Layer, going down 
to Norfolk on the circuit, called on lord North 



at Epping, and again at hi* return ; that he 
then asked the said lord again, whether nothing 
could be done,/in favour of the Pretender; 
that the lord North said, bow can any thing 
be /done, while so great a body of forces is 
encamped under the very walls of London', be- 
sides the encampments in other parts of the 
kingdom ? That Layer told him, he found most 
of the gentlemen in Norfolk that were toriea 
before, jacobites now ; that lord North and 
Grey said, it was the same in other counties, 
but that nothing could be done till the camp 
should break up. That upon Layer's pressing 
him to know whether any scheme was formed, 
lord North said, what does your friend lord 
Orrery think of things ? that he answered, 
lord Orrery was of opinion, nothing could be' 
done without a foreign force ; that lord North 
and Grey replied, I cannot he of his opinion, 
I believe the people of England may do it of 
themselves. » 

" That Layer, visiting him during the vaca- 
tion, and staying two or three days at his^ouse, 
continued to press him about forming a scheme; 
that lord North replied, .we- soldiers do not 
trouble ourselves much about schemes, be you 
quiet, something will be done." And at bis 
examination before the lords, he owned, " That 
lord North and Grey said, if there be a rising, 
you shall not want men, or money, or arms." 

Layer farther gave your Committee an ac- 
count of his becoming acquainted with Lynch, 
and of his carrying, him to lord North and 
Grey, upon Lynch's telling him that he had 
something to propose to the said lord, that 
might be of great service to the Pretender's 
cause. But in giving an account , of what 
passed between Lynch and him at the Green 
Man, your Committee observed, that Layer 
took great pains to shew, that he did not com- 
municate any papers to Lynch till after dinner; 
and that he then only shewed him memoran- 
dums, transcribed out of the prince of Orange's 
declaration, though Lynch has deposed upon 
oath, that mention, was made, in that paper, of 
lord Cadogau's being seized and remaining in 
the custody of the conspirators. 

He owned to your Committee his having, car- 
ried Lynch to lord Cadogan's, but said, " he went 
thither <>uly in relation to the purchase of an 
estate ; that while they were waiting there in a 
room next the garden, Lynch viewed the gar- 
den and bouse, and said, I can easily seize you 
this general ; but he denied their having bad 
any previous discourse to this purpose, and Said 
the proposal arose from Lynch, and that he, 
Layer, was mad enough to make it part of his 
scheme." 

He said, " That when Lynch and he came to 
lord North and Grey's, his lordship asl^ed bin* 
who Lynch was ; that he said, he was an honest 
gentleman, recommended by a particular friend 
that fiis lordship said, I wonder you would 
bring him; you know I am not easy nor free 
before strangers ; that however lord North 
and Grey entertained Lynch civilly, and after 
supper inquired of him; whether he, was jn 
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the army ; to which Lynch answered, that he 
was bred up to merchandize, but bad been 
with the Pretender in Scotland^ and bad' the 
command of a ship under the king of Spain in 
the descent on Scotland ; and enlarged much 
on his loyalty and zeal for the Pretender: but 
that lord -North waved the discourse." 

u That not long after, Lynch came down 
again to lord North and Grey's to Epping, 
while Layer was there a. shooting, and was 
civilly received by his lordship ; and that after 
he was gone, Layer making apologies for 
Lynch's intruding, lord North and Grey said 
Lynch was a good honest fellow, and had en- 
tertained them with several merry stories."' 

The Committee observed, that Layer in re- 
lating what passed while Lynch was at lord 
North's, took so much pains to shew that lord 
North and Grey could have no private discourse 
with Lynch, that he left no room for the said 
lord North's having had any private discourse 
with him. Layer, which is yet inconsistent with 
his examination taken v betore the lords, as well 
as with bis confession to your committee ; in 
another part of which he owns, that while 
Lynch was at lord North's, he, Layer, shewed 
lord North some part of his, scheme or heads 
relating to a declaration, as he was walking 
with him in the garden : and that they had 
some discourse upon it. 

They observe likewise, that what he owned 
to the Committee in relation to his introducing'. 
Lynch to lord North and Grey, falls very short 
of what he confessed to the lords of the council 
on the same subject, previously to his trial ; 
for he then said, $* That Lynch having 
told him he would seize lord Cadogan, 
he carried Lynch to lord North and Grey's, and 
recommended him as a proper person for such 
an attempt : that he bad before-hand proposed 
to lord North and Grey the carrying Lynch to 
him ; that his lordship made a difficulty of see* 
ing him, but that he, Layer, insisted on Lynch's 
being an honest man, fit to be employed in an 
insurrection for the Pretender, saying Lynch 
would do any thing his lordship would have 
him, if there should be a rising ; that he was 
fit to be sent with a party to seize any particu- 
lar person, and that Lynch was impatient to 
see his lordship, Layer having told him, that his 
lordship was at the head of those designs:" 

Layer farther acquainted your Committee, 
" That during his stay at Lord North and 
Grey's at Epping, in the vacation, he again 
pressed his lordship to bring matters to some 
issue in favour of the Pretender; saying if 
something be not done speedily, we shall all 
be taken up : that his lordship replied, is not 
the camp there still ? Jf you can find some ex- 
pedient^ it would be well, it is more than I can 
do : that Layer said it was bis opinion some- 
thing might be done even during the encamp- 
ment ; and in order to discover whether lord ■ 
North and Grey and lord Orrery had any 
scheme of their own, he drew up a scheme him- 
self, and having so done, lodged it with Mrs. 
Mason, the day before be was taken up. That 
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be intended to have communicated this scheme 
to lord North and Grey and lord Orrery ; that 
he had some discourse with George Wilsoe, 
Dr. Murphey, and others, on the subject of it, 
before it was drawn up." Being asked, who those 
others were, he sait), " He could recollect no 
one else hut one who called himself serjeant 
White, whom he saw in , company with Dr. 
Murphey at a tavern, and inquired of him, 
how far some parts of his scheme were practi* 
cable." ■ 

Being asked whether he had shewn this 
scheme to any body, he said, " He did shew the 
heads of it tQ lord North and Grey, as be was* 
walking with him in the garden; and his lord- 
ship said, all was impracticable during the en- 
campment : but that he never shewed his 
scheme to any body ; after it was drawn up 
in the form in which it was left with Mrs. Ma- 
son ;" which last part of his answer, the Com- 
mittee observe, may be evasive, since by his 
own account, as soon as lie had drawn it up in 
that, form, he lcfdged it with Mrs. Mason, and 
the day after was taken into custody. 

The Committee farther take; notice, that the 
accounts he gave when he was questioned before 
the lords, whether he had shewn this scheme' to 
any body, are inconsistent and contradictory. ; 

For in some parts of that examination, he 
says, " Lord North and Grey would not hear ' 
of any thing till the camp was broke up ; that* 
the said lord would not see his scheme ; that 
the said lord said, he might keep his heads and ; 
his schemes to himself, for there was nothing > 
to be done, that the said lord said there was ' 
time enough for forming a scheme' ;" and yet 
in another part of the same examination, he 
says, "Lord North did not dislike a scheme 
in general, but disapproved his scheme." 

Your Committee beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing observations on these passages, with a 
design to shew the insincerity and inconsisten- 
cy of Layer's confessions, and without presum- 
ing to draw ' from them any other conclusions. • 

First, That if what Layer 1 said, was true, lord ' 
North must have perused and examined Layer's 
scheme ; since a man that did not dislike a 
scheme in general, could not be said to disap- 
prove any pariicularscheme, unless he had first . 
considered and .examined it. 

The Committee observe farther, that the 
scheme itself does not appear drawn up by a ' 
man of Layer's profession, assisted only, as he' 
would insinuate, by Murphey a. doctor of phy- 
sic, Wilson a surgeon, and White a serjeant; 
and they cannot but think it very extraordinary 
that this scheme, drawn op in August or Sep* 
tember, should have so great an affinity with the - 
paper of resolutions for theidigging up the arms, 
&c. mentioned above*, which was drawn up the ~ 
April before* and yet that Layer should have 
had no sight of that paper, nor have received 4 
instructions or assistance, from any persons, 
who were privy to those resolutions,' which he 
has declared to the Committee he had not, 
and the Committee are fartlier confirmed, that 
the scheme was not drawn upby himself, from 1 



Digitized by 



1233 PARL. HISTORY, 9 George I. 112$.— Report of the Commons, ' ,[ 1 24 



a particularity contained in a deposition 
of Dr. Blacker by Fairfax, who has sworn, 
that being for four or five years past employed 
in reading civil law and French to the said 
Layer, herecollects that Layer once asked him 
the meaning of the French Motto, since prefix- 
ed to his schemein these words; ' Audefaut de 
* la force il faut employer la ruse ;' and that 
upon Fairfax's explaining it to hiin, Layer said 
it had been explained to him in the same man- 
ner by Others. Neither does the scheme ap- 
pear drawn up at a venture, or merely with a 
view of engaging the Pretender's friends in the 
execution of this,, or some other scheme oftheir 
own, as Layer would insinuate ; -but several 
passages, in it, compared with his other papers, 
make it probable, that the officers, Serjeants, 
soldiers, and arms, mentioned in the scheme, 
were first engaged and prepared, and then the 
said scheme drawn up, for employing in the 
best manner possible such a force as had been 
•o prepared. 

This appears by comparing these words in the 
third paragraph of his scheme ( u And as there 
is eigh£ Serjeants, viz. three of the first regi- 
ment of foot guards, three of the second, and 
two of the third, all ready at an hour's warning 
to obey orders") with two of his papers taken 
with his scheme at Mrs. Mason's, viz. That 
which contains a list of thirteen Serjeants of the 
guards, and another paper of Layer's hand 
writing, which contains eleven of these 
thirteen servants names, and eight of those 
eleven Serjeants have, marks set against 
their names ; so that* it may be concluded 
from thetfce, that Layer had been Able 
to engage but eight of the said thirteen Ser- 
jeants ; and therefore in his scheme he men- 
tions no more than eight serjeauts. 
. The truth of this observation farther appears, 
by comparing Layer's said examination of the 
1st of October, with the fourth paragraph of 
his scheme ; for in that examination he says 
that George Wilson had assured him, that £00 
of the soldiers in the camp had been spoken to 
and were ready ; and therefore Layer, in the 
fourth paragraph of his scheme, mentions only 
300 soldiers to be ready, and gives every one of 
his eight Serjeants, the command of 25 of the 
said 200 men: From whence it. may be con- 
cluded, that the officer that was to seize the 
Tower, and the arms for executing the scheme, 
were also in a readiness. 

It is farther remarkable, that Layer intended* 
as he owned to your .Committee, to communi- 
cate, this scheme in its present form, to lord 
North and Grey and lord Orrery ; and ydt 
several principal parts of it . are not explained 
as things, new, but referred to as matters al- 
ready known and understood by the persons 
that were to see it, which could only be by 
. previous-consultations on that subject: for in- 
stance ; \ 

In the first paragraph it is said, " Let the 
general and only one officer of note in the camp 
agree upon a day for execution," which most 
have > appeared a most absurd bepnning to any 



body that had not had some previous discourse 
or notice, of several officers in the camp en- 
gaged in the design; and the same observation 
will hold, with respect to the •paragraphs where 
arms are mentioned, as provided; which shews, 
at least, that Layer believed those persons dint 
were to see his scheme, had heard of arms that 
were provided. 

In the third paragraph, George Wilson i% 
named in such a manner, as makes it probable 
he was already known to those who were to 
have a sight* of this scheme ; and the Com- 
mittee observe that Layer confessed to the 
lords that he had told lord North and Grey, 
that Wilson was a fellow who bad served m 
the army, bad a general acquaintance, and 
was fit to be employed if his lordship would 
make use of him ; to which the said lord re- 
plied, that when he had occasion he would em- 
ploy him. 

In the thirteenth paragraph of the scheme 
it is said, " Let the general order four of the 
half-pay captains/' without any farther de- 
scription ; which shews that Layer thought 
those to whom his scheme was. to be commu- 
> nicated, knew already of half pay officers that 
were engaged, agreeable .to what lord North 
and Grey had told him that most of the balk 
pay officers were well inclined. 

In the nineteenth paragraph he allots part 
of the execution of the design, to the Duke's 
bargemen, without any other addition : which 
is a manner of expression no one would Have 
used in a paper to be shewn to- persons, who 
were intire strangers to the affair. 

Layer being in the course of his examina- 
tion desired by the Committee, to explain, by 
what services or merit on his part, the shyness, 
which. he would have it believed, the Pretender 
expressed towards him at his first: coming to 
Rome, and the little acquaintance* he then had 
with persons of distinction at home in the Pre- 
tender's interest, camesoon after to be changed 
into so great a degree of confidence both at 
Rome and here that be should be trusted with 
negotiating blank receiptsunder the Pretender's 
own hand for unlimited sums ; he told the 
Committee, that during his stay at Rome he 
contracted a friendship with sir William Ellis, 
who is a servant of the Pretender's, and that 
at his leaving Rome he settled a correspond-* 
enoe by cypher with the said Ellis, and ac- 
quainted him from time to time how the Pre- 
' tender's affairs went on here ; but the Com- 
mittee observe, that this general answer does 
by no means account for the terms of thank- 
fulness and respect, with which EUis writes to 
him from the Pretender ; nor lay a sufficient 
foundation for his being admitted to so par- 
: ticular a trust. He said that in the course of 
his correspondence he writ to Ellis, that he bad 
got acquainted with Burford and Symros (by 
the first of which names he meant lord Orrery, 
and by the latter lord North and Grey) and 
that if he bad but blank receipts under the 
king's (meaning the Pretender's) own hand, he 
believed he could raise a considerable sura o£ 
; 8 
\ 
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money upon them, and put the Pretenders af- 
fairs in a great forwardness, by engaging a con- 
siderable part of the king's army in the Pre- 
tender's, iuterest, with jhe money so raised. 
That be did not name any particular sum to 
Ellis, but hoped himself to have raised 20,000/. 
by this method. He said he received from 
Ellis only the ten receipts taken among his pa- 
per's at Mrs. Mason's ; that he received them 
at different' times by the post ; and that the 
first of them came to his hands the latter end 
of July last. He said farther, he intended to 
have tned ta put off these receipts among the 
Norfolk Gentlemen named in the kst which he 
gave to the Pretender; but that he never had 
•poke to any of them on this - subject, nor re- 
ceived any assurance from them. 

Being asked by the Committee whether he 
had shewn these receipts to any other persons, 
or had had any discourse with any body about 
Taising money this way, he said he believed he 
had mentioned to lord North and Grey and 
lord Orrery, his having such receipts in his pos- 
session : and that the said lords told him, they 
believed they would be of little use, for that 
people would" scarce venture to keep such re- 
ceipts by them, or to have them in their cus- 
tody ; or words to that effect. 

The Committee take notice that when he 
was examined before the lords, he prevaricated 
in relation to the cypher received from sir 
William Ellis, which he said was an old cypher, 
in use before the Preston Rebellion; but be- 
ing shewn the names of several persons in that 
cypher, with the addition of their employments 
which they did not enjoy at the time of that 
rebellion, nor some of them till very lately,'he 
said that he applied to Plunket, for such names 
as were not in the old cypher ; though the Com- 
mittee observe, that the whole cypher is in the 
same hand with the letters he owned he receiv- 
ed from Ellis, and that the persons designed by 
late employments are not added or interlined, 
butplaced in their alphabetical order in the body 
of the cypher. Being asked by the Com- 
\nittee, whether he had seen or knew of any 
other cyphers, he answered in the negative ; 
yet they observe that in the letter from sir Wil- 
liam Ellis dated the 1st of October, he is desired 
to make use of a pattern of lace of Mrs. Kinders, 
(which name he owned to the lords to mean Mrs. 
Hughes, nurse to the Pretender's child) sir Wil- 
liam having lost or mislaid his own. Now the 
word pattern in Ellis's cypher, denotes cut pa- 
per, which shews that Layer was privy to ano- 
ther cypher of that kind in use among the Pre- 
tender's agents. 

He likewise denied his knowing any fictitious 
names made use of by the Pretender or his 
agents for carrying on their correspondences, 
except those mentioned in his examinations be* 
fore the lords; yet afterwards, upon being ask- 
ed by the Committee, who was meant by Joseph 
in Dillon*s letter to Plunket, he confessed that 
tie knew Joseph was one of the names made 
use of to denote the Preterider. 

The Committee farther observe! that, the ac- 



counts he has given do by no means clear up 
several passages in sir William Ellis's letters, 
particularly one in the letter of the 80th of Ja- 
nuary, in which Ellis says, " That Layer having 
read over several times the paper he shewed 
him, and having a good memory, Ellis does not 
think it necessary to send a copy of it." 

Layer being questioned by the Committee 
about the lists of names taken at Mrs. Ma- 
son's, says he employed George Wilson and. 
Dr. Murpbey to inquire into the characters of 
officers and soldiers ; and that he received most 
of the "fats from Wilson, who told him, h« 
believed if the late duke of Ormond were to 
come over, ana* lord Cadogan were shot, the 
soldiers' mentioned in those lists, would readily 
join Ormond in favour of the Pretender. 

That Wilson made most of the marks, 
against the names, to explain what men might 
or might not be confided in ; from which cir- 
cumstance your Committee observe, that there 
were persons in those lists, whom the Pre- 
tender's friends could not confide in. He told 
the Committee, that Roath or Roach in the 
list No. 15. against whose name is -set 1,000, 
is one whom he does not knotv, but ihat Mur- 
phey told him the said Roath or Roach was a 
person of great interest in Staffordshire, and 
able to raise 1,000 men. That the parier 
No. 11. at the bottom of which is writ *• In- 
quire of North and Grey," as a memorandum 
for inquiring of the said lord whether be knew 
cornet Redding in the service abroad. 

Being shewn the two lists endorsed Bricjuett's 
list, and lord Yarmouth's list, he says Bnquett 
is an eminent tobacconist in the citv, that 
the said two lists only contain names of a Jury 
for a relation's cause,but that he intended to shew 
those two lists to lord Orrery and lord North 
and Grey, as containing an account of men to 
be raised for the Pretender's service, in order 
to magnify to those lords the number of the 
Pretender's friends. 

Being asked by the Committee, what was the 
occasion of his taking away his papers from 
Mrs. Mason's, when he went down to Epping, 
and what papers he at that time took out ; he, 
said he only took out a paper containing a 
transcript of the prince of Orange's declara- 
tion, and some other memorandum papers. He 
farther added, that he was to have gone to lord 
North and Grey's to dinner the day that he 
was taken up, and that he sent his servant to 
the said lord's, to let him know he was arrest- 
ed for High Treason, that his lordship might 
not be surprised at his not coming, and like- 
wise that his lordship might provide for his own 
security ; and before the lords he said, that ho 
thought it reasonable to send this notice to lord 
North and Grey, apprehending that the go- 
vernment would-serze the said lord immediately, 
on account of what had passed between his 
lordship and him. 

It appears to your Committee, that lord 
North and Grey did, in pursuance of tfiis mes- 
sage from Layer, endeavour to* provide for his* 
own security, by 'making Ms escape. Layer 
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sent that message to lord North and t Grey on 
Tuesday the 18th of September, the day that 
ha was taken into custody ; aud Hugh Floyd, 
his lordship's servant, who attended him to 
Portsmouth, has declared, that lord North and 
Grey came to town from Eppine on Wednes- 
day the 19th of September (which was the day 
after his receiving this message from Layer.) 
That his lordship did not go to his own house, 
but to the King's Arms tavern in Paul's Church- 
yard and there dismissed him, Floyd, with 
orders to irfeet him at four in the morning on 
the Friday following, over against St.' James's 
Church in Picadilly. That his lordship came 
at the time and' place appointed, in a hired 
coach and 'six, without servants, and ordered 
the coachmau to drive on to Kensington, and 
then to Brentford, a,nd so on from town to 
town, and bid him, Hugh Floyd, have nothing 
to say to any body, nor take any notice that he 
was travelling with his lordship ; so that in the 
whole journey to Portsmouth, he remembered 
no town but Kensington, Brentford and Egham. 
That the second morning his lordship proceeded 
on his journey, with hired saddle horses, with- 
out . boots, with a guide, and several other 
minute circumstances, which may be seen in 
the examination of Hugh Floyd, and others, in 
relation to his lordship s journey to the I&le of 
Wight, and to the manner of his endeavouring 
to escape from thence; which serve to shew 
the precipitancy of his lordship's flight, and of 
what importance he thought it to take advan- 
tage as soon as possible of the notice given him 
by Layer. 

Layer being asked by the Committee from 
whom he received the names found in his own 
hand- writing among his papers, viz. 

Digby - - Dillon Orrery - - Burford 
« Regent - - Steele Tories - - Tanners 
Wiggs - - Wagfcs Rogers - -Plunket 

said, the names of some persons whom he had 
occasion to mention in his letters to sir William 
Ellis, not being inserted in the cypher he had 
from Ellis, he applied to Plunket now in cus- 
tody, to know by what names he should deuote 
those persons, and that Plunket gave him the 
six - fictitious names above-mentioned; which 
names the Committee find frequently repeated 
in Plunket's letters and papers. Being asked 
if Plunket ever explained to him who were 
meant by Burford's club (an expression which 
is often used by Plunket in his letters to Dillon, 
as will be observed in its place) he said, that 
Plunket bad told him, it was an appellation 
made use of by the Pretender and his agents, 
to denote a club of Tory Lords and others, of 
which club lord Orrery was Chairman. That 
Plunket had named to him several persons of 
distinction, as members of that club, whose 
names Layer repeated to the Committee, as 
contained in his examination, annexed to this 
report. But the Committee think it a justice 
due to several of the persons named by Layer, 
to observe that the matters asserted, of Bur- 
ford's clufc in Plunket's Utters, seem utterly in- 



consistent with the known characters of some of 
those persons. 

Layer being asked by the Committee, whe- 
ther he ever was employed by Plunket to trans* 
act business with this or any other club, in 
Plunket's absence (which appears to the Cons* 
mi t tee to be asserted in one of Plunket's let- 
ters) he absolutely denied it, but admitted that 
he went often to visit lord Orrery, and had fre- 
quent conversations with him relating to the 
Pretender's affairs, and the necessity of foreign 
assistance. And that Mr. Swortfegger, lord 
Orrery's secretary, came to him once and told 
him, that lord Orrery had left a note in writing, 
that if Layer came to town, he should coma 
down to lord Orrery's in the country ; which 
invitation he understood to be with an inten- 
tion, of their discoursing 1 more at leisure about 
the Pretender's affairs, having never had any 
business with lord Orrery in the way of his pro- 
fession, nor any other private business, that 
could give occasion to such a message ; but 
that he did not go down at that time. 

The Committee observe, that a paper of 
Memorandums was taken in the book-case of 
Swortfegger, secretary to lord Orrery, which he 
declared to the lords oh his examination, to be 
lord Orrery's own writing, in which this message 
to Layer is contained, and Swortfegger owned, 
that he delivered this message to Layer, and 
that he bad sometimes seen Layer at bis lord- 
ship's house. 

Layer being shewn by the Committee a let- 
ter taken among his papers signed J. Flanker, 
and dated the 8th of November 1720, owned 
that he received that letter in Norfolk from 
Plunket now in custody ; that it relates to the 
Pretender's affairs; that by Plunket's friend in 
the said letter is meant, as be believes, Dillon; 
and by his Law-suit, the Pretender's cause ; in 
which sense the Committee find the word Law- 
suit frequently made use of in others of the in- 
tercepted letters. Layer farther owned, that 
Plunket gave his wife a letter of recommenda- 
tion to general Dillon, when she went to Paris, 
which letter was signed Rogers. 

Being asked by the Committee,* whether 
Plunket had any conferences with the Preten- 
der or his agents, during their stay at Rome, or 
had owned to him his being employed by the 
Pretender in England, he said that Plunket had 
two private qonferences with the Pretender, 
and conversed often with Francis Kennedy, 
secretary to the Pretender, and with others of 
his agents at Rome; that Plunket. has fre- 
quently owned to him, that he was employed ia 
the Pretender's affairs, but never explained to 
him by which of the Pretender's agents parti* 
cularly, and that he, Layer, never opened him.- 
self to Plunket in relation to the Pretender'* 
affairs, after their return from Rome. 

Yet the Committee observe, that Plunket, im 
his letters to Dillon, speaks frequently of bmv- 
self as privy to Layer's treasonable transactions, 
and grounds his recommendation of Mrs. Layer, 
on his knowledge of her husband's merit and 
industry in the service of the Pretender, 
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They likewise observe that Layer owns he re- 
ceived the names of Digby, Burford* &c from 
jPlunket, since his return from Rome; which 
tbey think plainly implies, that Plunket and he 
were privy to each otber^ treasonable corres- 
poedenoe. 

. The several particulars above mentioned 
contain the substance of what Layer confessed 
oi> bis examinations before the lords and be- 
Sore your Committee ; and after this long ac- 
count given by him, in which there appear so 
many and such convincing proofs of the con- 
spiracy in general, • your Committee think it 
proper to obsertfe, that though he a&ected a 
fpeat ooeaaes* and frankness, when such ques- 
tions were put to him as tended only to a ge- 
seral discovery, to accuse himself, or such as he 
knew were escaped and fled out of the king- 
dom, yet when such questions were put to him, 
as he apprehended might aftect or discover any 
others of the conspirators, he always gave an- 
swers with great shyness and reserve ; and this 
care to say as little as possible that might affect 
ethers in a criminal way, joined with a desire 
to eeetn candid and ingenuous, often produced 
*be inconsistencies, and contradictions, upon 
--which the Committee' have thought it their « 
duty to make the foregoing observations* 
* Your Committee will now proceed to lay 
before you, what they have been able to collect 
front the papers -and examinations of John 
Plunket, whose treasonable practices and cor- 
respondences, as has been observed before 
appear to be so closely connected with those of 
Layer, that they give great light and confirma- 
tion to each other. 

- The Committee observe from a careful pe- 
rusal of the letters atul cyphers seized at Plun- 
ket*s lodgings, that he not only of late, but for 
snany years-past, has been employed in carrying 
on several treasonable correspondences with 
persons of high rank and distinction abroad ; 
that a very great share of confidence has been 
placed ra him by tlie Pretender, and r several of 
the most considerable agents for him ; and that 
he has been a principal actor in the late horrid 
conspiracy, and too much, as they hare reason 
to believe, concerned in the blackest part of it, 
and though the evidence against him; in several 
particulars, is most full and undeniable, yet his 
behaviour On his examination was so hardened 
and obstinate, and attended with bare meed 
prevarications and falshoods, that the Com- 
mittee are very much confirmed in the opinion 
*rf bis guilt, from the pains he took to deny 
wittr solemn imprecations the most evident 
truths. 

Layer confessed to the Lords, that Plunket 
recommended Wilton to him as a man of in- 
tegrity ; that Plunket went by the name of 
Rogers in Italy and since, and signed the -letter 
which he gave Mrs. Layer for general Dillon, 
by the name of Rogers. But the Committee 
observe, that Layer let them remain in the 
error of believing that Piunket's christian name 
was James, till the question was put to him, on 
bis second examination, in such a manner, that 
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he found jthe Committee was already apprised 
0/ his true name, which he then owned to be 
John. He farther owned, as has been observed 
above, that Plunket received a letter under 
the Pretender's own hand at Rome, was twice 
in private conference with the Pretender, con- 
versed with Kenaedy and other agent* of the 
Pretender, bad assured him, Layer, of a good 
reception at Rome, was kindly spoken of by the 
Pretender, had owned to Layer his being em- 
r ployed in the Pretender's service, and hia cotv 
respondiug with Dillon, writ so Layer in Nor*, 
folk jo relation to the Pretender'* aftu'rs, and 
gave Layer delicious names for Dillon, lord 
Orrery, the Regent, &c. and among the rest the 
name of JRogers to*denote him, Plunket : which 
fictitious names the Committee find all of them 
frequently used in Piunket's papers. 

It appears farther to the Committee -from 
depositions upon oath of Matthew Plunket, that 
John Plunket came to him in July last from 
Layer, to desire htm to meet Layer at the 
Italian Coffee house in Russel Court, and 
named to him the . same persons, as ready to 
head an insurrection, who were at some other 
time named to the said Matthew Plunket, by. 
Layer, on the same occasion. 

That he farther asked Mattbew Pkmket, 
whether he was well acquainted in the army 
among the soldiers, to which he replied, he 
knew many of them that had been with him in 
Spain and at Preston. That John. Plunket then 
told him, be came from Mr. Layer, and under 
the arch going into Drury Lane desired turn to 
pidk out as many serjeents as -he knew in the 
guards, to recommend them to Mr. Layer. 
That the next time he saw Matthew Plunket, 
which was in two or three days, he invited him 
to his chambers, ancV there told him Mr.' 
Layer was a very good men, and the only one 
he could depend on to do him service ; that the 
design on which he, Matthew Plunket, was to 
introduce the soldiers to Layer's acquaintance, 
was to serve the Pretender by disciplining the ' 
mob, who were to rise in; bis favour. And 
that aH the transactions of John Plunket with 
bim, Matthew Plunket, were, to engage him in 
.person, and by his acquaintance among the 
soldiers, to serve the Pretender : That John 
Plunket meeting him afterwards in Coveot 
Garden, asked him what he bad done, to 
'which he replied, he went on very weft, and 
John Plunket bid him go and tell Mr. Layer. 

Matthew Plunket farther deposes, that 
John Plunket told him, the business (meaning 
the invasion and rebellion) had - been done be- 
fore, but that the French ambassador wrote^ to 
tjbe Regent, and the Regent wrote k to king 
George (or words to that effect) and it was 
*upon that account the army was sent to 
camp. 

Dr. Bkckerby Fairfax has deposed upon oath, 
that beidg in- company with Plunket and one 
Jefferyes, Jeflferyes among other discourse said, 
Plunket, give the doctor a commission, adding 
Plunket -has commissions, which Fairfax under- 
stood to meant commissions from the Pre- 
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tender; but that Pltmket answered, The 
dpctor does not wear a sword. - • 
* The Committee observe, that among Plun- 
ket's Papers was found a large cypher of 
Dames, with fictitious names over against them, 
sworn to be all in Plunket's own hand writing, 
which cypher tallies with, and explains an 
original letter of (he 23d of July 1722, directed 
to Mr. Digby at Paris, and signed? J. 
Rogers, which was stopt at the Post office, 
and is likewise sworn to be Plunket's hand- 
writing. And several other letters directed to 
Digby and signed J. Rogers, having likewise 
been opened and copiecT at the post office, and 
then sent forwards, the clerks who were em- 
ployed in copying them have sworn, that to 
the best of their memory and belief, the* ori- 
ginals of the said letters were all writ in the 
tame hand with that of the 23d of July, which 
was stopped, and is sworn to be Plunket's hand- 
writing ; and the said copies of letters treat 
of the same matters as the other, and contain 
the Same fictitious names which are found in 
the cypher sworn to be in Plunket's hand- 
writing. 

The Committee are informed, that it was 
thought proper to stop but one of the original 
letters from Plunket, and to suffer the others 
to go on, because it was judged that one was 
sufficient to discover the writer ; and that the 
permitting the correspondence to be continued, 
might help the government to farther lights in 
this affair. 

The Committee likewise observe, that there 
was found among his -paper* an original letter 
signed Digby, dated the 20th of May, 1722, 
which is sworn by the clerks of the Post Office 
to be the same which they opened and took a 
copy of, and which was direcced to Mr. James 
Rogers, at Mr. Arthur's, banker, in London, 
jhough the direction is since torn off. From 
this direction your Committee observe, that 
his christian name was disguised as well as his 
surname. The receipt of this letter is acknow- 
ledged in the copy of one to Digby, signed J. 
Rogers, and dated the 21st of May, O. $. 1722. 

The Committee observe that the original let- 
ter signed Digby is in the same hand with an.)- 
ther, signed Dixivell, found also among Plun- 
ket's papers, and owned by Layer to be the 
very letter shewn him by Plunket at Antwerp, 
as from general Dillon ; that the letter siguetf 
Digby is also in rthe same baud with' another 
letter. signeJf A. D. and directed to Robert Dil- 
lon, esq. ; $hich, as your Committee are inform- 
ed, was, taken on one Blunt, a Popish priest, 
cjbraing over from France, and owned by Blunt 
io be from general Dillon to his nephew. And 
the Committee farther observe, that these three 
letters signed Digby, Dixwell, and A. D. are in 
the same hand with another signed C. Howell, 
fountf also among Plunket's papers; which 
name of Howell rs explained in Plunket's cypher 
to mean Glasgow, whom the Committee see 
reason' to believe to be Christopher Glascock, 
an 1 Irish .officer in Dillon's regiment, who ap- 
pears to he employed by Dilloa in writing the 



treasonable letters signed by Dillon himself, at 
well as in < writing others of the same kind, 
signed hy fictitious names, belonging, to him, 
Glascock. 

The Committee observe, that in the copy of 
the letter signed J. Rogers, directed to Digby, 
and dated the 5th of July, 1722, the penoo 
who writ that letter, says, that his fellow-tra- 
veller's wife "parted hence the day before for 
Paris,and that he gave her a letter to him,Digby, 
which agrees with Layer's confession that Plun- 
ket did give Mrs. Layer a letter of recommen- 
dation to Dillon, signed Rogers, and that he 
received from Plunket the name of Digby to 
denote general Dillon, which name waa also 
confirmed to Layer by lord Orrery to meal 
Dillou. But that Dillon went by the name of 
Digby is pat past ail doubt, by a discovery made 
by Mr. Crauftird,his Majesty's resident at Paris, 
who being ordered to discover tlie person meant 
by that name, made use of the following con* 
tri Vance, mentioned thus in his own letter. . 

" I have just now found out who Mrj Digby 
is. I folded up a paper in the form of a? 'letter 
and sealed it, and directed it to Mr. Digby at 
Paris: then wrapt it up in a piece of waste 
paper, with a memorandum in it, to be inform- 
ed at Mr. Warm's, banker, in Christine-strees, 
in what part of Paris Mr. Digby lived. I gave 
it, thus made up, to a sharp young .fellow wht 
speaks both French and English, and ordered 
bim to go booted, and a little dirted, to Vtt 
Waters's, to open before him the sham, letter 
and read his memorandum, and to shew him 
the directioo of the letter, and io desire him, at 
the same time, to send somebody with: him, tu 
conduct him to the place where it was to be de- 
livered; that as soon as he should comer to the 
door, where he waa to deliver it, he should pie- 
tend to have left a packet at home, and. mak- 
ing as if he would go back to fetch that packet, 
he should slip away from the person who shew- 
ed him thither. The thing succeeded belter 
than I expected, for Waters waa not at home, 
and my mail acted his part so well, that 
Waters's chief book-keeper, without giving him- 
self the trouble of going, wrote the direction for 
him upon my sham letter, in the manner .your 
excellenry,will see in the inclosed. The look- 
keeper was very desirous to have the letter in 
orderto deliver it himself, hut my man insisted 
to deliver it with his own hand, and answered 
boldly to some questions which the book-keeper 
asked him, pretending he was to return the 
next day for England." The direction Writ by 
Mr. Waters's book-keeper, under the name 
of Digby, was, "A Monsieur Dillon, Rue Coiom- 
bier, a l'Hotel d*Holimde," which, as your Com- 
mittee are informed, is the ordinary residence 
of lieutenant general Dillon. 

Upon this discovery notice was sent from 
France, by Dillon and his agents, to bis cor- 
respondents in England, to forbid them making 
use any more of that fictitious name, as shall 
be moreiully taken notice of hereafter in this 
report* ' 

Notwithstanding all this evidence of Plunket's 
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corresponding with Dillan,^When he was exa- 
mined he denied his knowing general Dillon, or 
feis having ever exchanged a letter with Dillon 
or his secretary in his life ; he denied the letter 
to Xjigby of the 23rd of July, stopped at the 
post-office, and the cypher found at his lodg- 
ings, to be his own hand-writing ; he denied the 
receipt of the letters from Howell, Dixwell, and 
Digby, found among his paper?; bul owned he 
had once received a letter from one Fareily, a 
'Popish priest, formerly governor to the duke of 
Berwick's children, signed by the name of Dig- 
by, and relating to stocks of Nicholas Wogan 's 
and others. The Committee observe, that in 
this prevaricating answer he' was labouring to 
account for the meaning of the word Stocks, 
which is mentioned in the letter from Digby, 
but will be shewn in the sequel of this Report, 
to be meant in a very different sense from its 
natural import, and to mean the conspiracy 
only; and in Plunkefs own cypher the ficti- 
tious word, Brokers, is explained Agents. Upon 
pressing him farther to see if he would own the 
correspondence with Dillon, and acknowledge 
the letters the Committee had such full evi- 
dence were his, they found, that in order to 
avoid the owning it, He run himself in such an 
■evident absurdity and inconsistency, as appears 
Co them a strong argument of his guilt. 
, He affirmed the cypher (which is sworn to be 
his own hand-writing) to belong to one Hugh 
Thomas, formerly of the heraldVoffice, who 
had lodged in the same house with himself ; 
that he had heard this Hugh Thomas own, in 
company with Neynoe, th.it he corresponded 
with Dillon; that Hugh Thomas went by the 
name of Rogers, and that he, Plunket, found 
this cypher, and several letters directed to Ro- 
gers, among Hugli Thomas's old books and 
papers. Being asked, whether Hugh Thomas 
ever signed Plunket, he said, not to his know- 
ledge, and then he endeavoured to impose on 
the Committee, by telling them his tfwn true 
name was Plucknett. Being asked what was 
become of this Thomas, he said he had been 
dead a year and a half, and that 1 he, Plunket, 
could not keep him alive. But the Committee 
observe, that the original letter to Digby, signed 
J. Rogers, is dated the 23rd of July last, and 
et is in the same hand with that cypher, which 
e pretends to be the writing of a man * ho has 
been dead a year and a half They observe 
likewise, that the letter from Digby directed to 
Rogers is dated the 20th of May, 1722, aud 
that most of the letters directed to Rogers 
(which Plunket pretends were writ to Hugh 
Thomas) had the name of Rogers blotted out, 
and. that of John Plunket writ over it, and yet 
he owns, he never knew that Thomas went by 
the name of Plunket ; besides which it is noto- 
rious, that Plunket himself went by the name 
of Rogers in Italy, and Layer has owned not 
only that Plunket went by that name, but that 
he- signed Mrsr Layer's letter of recommenda- 
tion, to Dillon by the name of Rogers,, and also 
gave him, Layer, the name of Rogers to denote 
hjmaelf, at the same time that he gave him the 
name of Digby for general Dillon. 
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Your Committee are of opinion,. tha^ these 
circumstances laid- together, leave no room to 
doubt but that Plunket, writ and received tU* 
letters above mentioned ; the contents of whicu 
will be explained in their, place. 

Plunket being shewn a letter without direc- 
tion,, signed N. Wogan, enclosing a cypher, 
which is caljed in the, letter the duke of Ber- 
wick's, key, he said, this letter and cypher like- 
wise belonged to Hugh Thomas, who, he said, 
corresponded with the duke of Berwick about 
getting subscriptions to a book ; which matter, 
the Committee observe, neither needed any 
cypher, nor could well be treated of by the 
help of that. They likewise take aotice, that 
Plunket owned the receiving a letter from Dig* 
by in relation to the said Wogan/s stocks, and 
that Wogan is inserted in Plunket's own cypher 
by the name of Xoland, winch circumstances 
make it probable he did correspond, with Wo- 
gan. N 

There is one farther particular relating to 
this cypher, which the Committee think it prc^ 
per to remark to the House, which is that 
Plunket, while he was in custody* desired a cer- 
tain boojs might be brought to him from, his 
lodgings, but the messenger's wife, searching 
the book before she delivered it, has deposed 
upon oath, that she found in it this letter from 
N. Wogan ; and as the Committee are inform- 
ed, that most of his other cyphers and papers 
were found hid in the leaves of his books, they 
think it prohable, that he singled out this book 
in hopes of recovering and destroying the cy- 
pher that serves to explain his letters; the con- 
tents of which the Committee will now proceed 
to lay before the House : and, to avoid repetition 
of na nes, wherever they can, will make use 
of the real names found in his cypher, instead, 
of the. fictitious ones, by which they are ex- 
pressed in his letters annexed to this report. 

Among his papers was found the foul draught 
of a letter, dated March the 22d, IT 21, and 
directed to Mr. Jackson, which in his own cy- 
pher is explained the Pretender. In this foul 
draught (which is sworn to be his hand-writipg) 
are the following passages* 

" I look, Sir, on your law suit to be in such 
a forwardness, that a speedy and happy repli- 
cation must inevitably ensue; the Waggs as 
well as the Tanners (which names he explained^ 
to Layer to denote the Whigs and Tories) seem 
convinced that nothing less can redress their 
ruin; nay th£ latter is apprehensive the former 
will compliment you with it on your own terms 
in order to engross your favour for the future. 
The precepts my friend aud I gave in lately, 
have contributed much to this emulation ; we 
have more to give in, and if they improve them 
as they have the former, you will have a good, 
game on it." The words Replication and Pre- 
cepts are pot found in his cypher, but the sense 
of the former may easily be guessed'at. 

He afterwards adds : " The gentleman I men- 
* tioned to you formerly, is come out of the. 
country, with instructions to wait on you, and 
tender you their service; he offers, to bea^my 
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expcaoes if I go with him : sis I take it that tny 
fluiefc will be of more use than niy staying now, 
£ believe I shall accept of his offer." Iivano- 
ther foal draught 6f the same letter, he says 
(as has been before observed) " There is one 
^ets dot from Norfolk in a few days, to' let yon 
know the Tanners will stand by you on occasion 
and offers to bear my expences; so>.that I shall 
wait on you, and have the satisfaction to tell. 

S>u by word of mouth what will be acceptable, 
e carries the list with him." And in heads 
or minutes of the same letter, he says, " Wag 
and Tanner will equally concur. — My friend 
will wait on you to tender their service— Our 
Message will pin the basket— You may have 
daily messages of this kind; you will be 
courted ; it is the English way — . v 

The Committee think h unnecessary to re- 
peat here, how inconsistent these accounts of 
Layer's journey ore with those given by Layer 
himself, and how strongly they contradict Pkrn- 
ket'tbold asseveration 1 , that he knew nothing of 
Layer's intending 40 go to Rome, before they 
ietouf; 

Another fool draught of a letter was found 
among Plunket's papers, and is sworn to be 
feis hand-writing ; the matter of which appears 
to youf Committee very remarkable. It is not 
dated nor directed, but appears plainly to have 
been' writ the beginning of the last year; and 
in it are the following passages. '< I had four 
of count Bothmar's letters siuce my last to you, 
Mr. Burford had them all, his clerk gave me to 
understand the/ were sent to Mr. Jo s This 
made me not to trouble you. This only to wish 
you a happy new year. I hope it will bring 
the law suit to bear, afore it will end ; if they 
Would have courage and integrity, they may 
walk K. George out afore Lady -day next" — 
(and in another part he says, afore May come) 
" He is Weary of them, and thinks no more Of 
staying among them." It appears from this 
paper, that Plunket had conveyed copies of some 
letters of count Bothmar's to lord Orrery. That 
lord Orrery's clerked given him to understand, 
those letters were -sent to the Pretender (from 
whence it may be concluded, that either lord 
Orrery or his" clerk had a direct correspondence 
with the Pretender) and that Plunket was privy 
to some design for walking K. George out (as 
he calls it) which design required courage and 
integrity, and was tohave1>een executed either 
before Lady-day, which was during the elections, 
or by the beginning of May, which was the se- 
cond period fixed (as has been observed) for 
beginning fjhe insurrection. Simon Swortfeggef, 
secretary to lord Orrery, owned upon his exa- 
mination before the lords, that he was acquaint- 
ed itith Plunket, and had been in company 
With him and Layer at Mr. Aaron Thompson's 
chambers. And Plunket owned to the Com- 
mittee his being acquainted with Swortfegger, 
and his having been in company with him and 
Layer at Layer's house, but denied his know- 
ing any tiling of the foul draughts of the letters 
above mentioned. 

Ffunket in his letter to Digby of rhe 2ist of 



May, sate, « I hope in a little time*' Mr. Joseph' 
(which Layer owned to be the Pretender) wul 
be <he ministry's only refuge. Burford (whom 
Layer declared likewise to be Orrery) and his 
club seem to think so ; they will have a finger 
in the pye if they can ; I know they can come 
in for a gooVt share in it, if they can have a 
little concert and regulation; there are those 
that will undertake to do the job in twelve 
hours time; a little time will shew whether 
they will give fitting encouragement; if two or 
three is taken off, no matter how, king George 
will go off, by hook or by crook, and of course 
the Lowty will be for Joseph: this has been 
communicated to yoor friends. 

What is meant by the Lqwty, does not appear 
by his cypher, but by the sense and the alpha- 
betical order of the cypher, itfis not improbable 
but it may mean the ministry.. 

Whether the job that was ready to be un- 
dertaken on fitting encouragement, and to be 
performed in twelve. hours time, related to the 
rash enterprise for surprising the city of London 
which has been already taken notice of, or to 
the wicked and execrable design for seizing 
and destroying his Majesty's sacred person, of 
which mention is expressly made in two sub- 
sequent letters of Ptunket's, is left to the con- 
sideration of the House. 

But the Committee, from comparing the * 
memorandum at the end of the paper of resolu- 
tions, in the following Characters Dis. C; W. M. 
with the two or three that are mentioned in this 
letter to be taken off, and likewise w ith Wilson** 
intimation to Layer, that if lord Cadogan were 
but shdt, the soldiers would declare for Ormond, 
and also with Layer's negotiation about seizing 
lord Cadogan, and with the paragraph in his 
scheme for seizing some great persons at their 
Houses, see reason to believe, that by the first 
of those characters is meant dispatch lord Ca- 
dogan, and by the others, two other officers of 
distinction. 

In the same letter of the 21st of May, Plun- 
ket takes notice, *' Tlrtt Johnson, an acquaint 
tance, was taken up the day before, but had 
burnt his papers, and seemed to be easy in the 
matter, and adds, I believe they will get no- 
thing by him." 

Plunket being asked by the Committee, whe- 
ther he* was acquainted with George feeMy, 
alias Jolinson, saixf he knew him by sight and 
coffee house acquaintance only ; that he did 
not remember his having ever received a 
letter from him ; and Kelly gave the same ar> j 
count in relation to Plunket ; yet a letter from, 
Kelly was found among Piunket's papers ; and 
John Malone, whS waited on Kelly at his lodg- 
ings, has named Plunket in his deposition, as 
one who often visited Kelly there. And the 
Committee are satisfied,' that they were privy 
to each other's treasonable correspondence, by 
some passages m the letters to and from Kelty 
in which mentiou is made of Plunket by the 
name of Rogers, as will be shewn in its proper 
place. Plunket concfu^les his letter of the £lsfc 
of May with these words : « The niotwe of my 
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joaro«yi»<m**t present, my pocket feels if/ 
Che man mast be fed with money now end then ; 
Che labouring oar will be laid on me." 

As be denied the writing these Jesters, the 
Committee could not draw from him any expli- 
cation of this paragraph; but comparing it 
with the other part of hisjetter, where it is 
said, that a little time will shew Whether Bur- 
ford (lord Orrery) and the club, would give 
fitting encouragement for undertaking the job, 
they think it appears probable, that some part 
of this job is the labouring oar referred to, for 
which he expected to be fed with money. 

His next letter to Digby is of the Mst of 
May, in which he says, " He finds the Regent 
had a hand in keeping king George from going 
abroad*, so that the ministry will carry on their 
game safely and leisurely without any opposi- 
tion whatever from the crab, or any of the 
Pretender's friends." He adds, " Let them 
be ever so sanguine, they can do nothing as 
long as the Regent stands by the ministry ; but 
should Orraond come with half a dozen regi- 
ments only, he would carry his point, and make 
king George run for it." This, passage con- 
firms what has been set forth above, that the 
late duke of Ormtmd's coming over made a 
part of ^he original scheme, and agrees with 
the accounts received from Spain, of Irish sol- 
diers provided there for the Pretender's service. 

Pfunket then adds, u If Burford (low* Or- 
rery) and the dab have a mind 'to have king 
George delivered up to them, he shall ; there 
are these that will undertake it, and offer to 
da whatever required." And in his letter of 
the 4th ef July he says,-—** I can assure you, 
despair has niade some to take a resolution to 
ley violent hands on king George, but there is 
ar stop put to them at present; It is not the 
Pretender's interest, but you cannot do so al- 
ways ; an ill precedent is dangerous.** 

The black and villainous design expressed by 
these two paragraphs, needs no explication 
from your Committee, who are sensible the 
House cannot have heard them read, without 
the utmost horror and indignation. 

He speaks of himself in these letters as 
knowing the men, who had taken a resolution 
to lay violent hands on the sacred person of his 
Majesty ; and was himself so far engaged in 
this execrable design, as to ssy in one of his 
fetters. If the daC desire it, bis Majesty shaft 
be delivered np into their hands ; and in ano- 
ther letter dissuades it, wot out of any con- 
science ^r remorse for the criffte, but merely 
for fear the same barbarity should he retaliated 
oa the Pretender ; yet this man still continues 
so hardened and obstinate, as to renew his 
guilt by refusing to make the least discovery of 
his accomplices, or to give this only reparation 
and atonement he is capable t)f, to a country 
which he has been labouring to involve in the 
greatest of calamities. 

'He afterwards says, "That though there 
should be a rising in most parts, if the mob is 
beat* in one place, the rest will go home and 
he quiet Ar seven years more?* 



' His next letter is of the 91st of June j In 
this be says, " That Burford and the club rhtek 
themselves slighted by the Regent and ministry 
of France; and conceive, that the Regent join* 
with king George to be revenged on them? 
That he may have room te repent it early or 
late ; for should the parliament be broke, and 
a new one called, he might find himself more 
embarrassed than he is aware of." He adds, 
** If the Regent stands neuter, and they will 
soon bring the law suit to bear ; so far I am 
satisfied of it, that 4 or 50O men, and as many 
arms, with 1,500/. will complete the matters in 
a little time, and give a good account of king 
George and the ministry.. The army want 
only an opportunity to do their duty. This 
scheme, if duly and discreetly managed, will 
give them an opportunity to do it. Were 
we sure the Regent would not interpose, we 
would take it in hand forthwith." 

The Committee make no doubt but the 
House has prevented them in observing how 
exactly this letter agrees with the accounts 
sent some time before from 'France ; that the 
conspirators reckoned on great part of the 
king's own forces • and only desired the Regee* 
that he would keep himself neuter between 
the Pretender and his majesty. And thie 
letter appears to have been writ at the time, 
when Layer, Wilson, Murphey and Ptonke* 
were labouring to corrupt the officers end sbW 
diers of the army. ~ 

Pkmket adds in the same Lettter, <* If the 
Regent and xwrrt of Spain will bet ply king 
George with large demands, and bring the 
Czar down to Hanover, the Pretender will 
have a Carte Blanche from the ministry ami 
king George, as also from aft the rest of hie 
friends and foes; this I take t* be the best and 
safest way, both for the Pretender and his well- 
wishers." 

This expression of the Pretender's getting a 
Carte Blanche from the king and ministry, is 
repeated several times in PhmketS Letters; 
and howevevera extravagant and ill-founded 
such suggestions were, yet the Committee can* 
not hut observe, that his representations ap- 
pear to have met with such a spirit of credulity 
and delusion, in the Pretender and his agents, 
that not long after that he was vam enough to 
entertain hopes of capitulating with his Ma- 
jesty for the crowp, by- that traitorous and in- 
solent declaration, against which both House* 
have so lately expressed their just resentment 
and abhorrence. - 

Plunket's next Letters are of the 4th and 
5th of July, 1728, in which he has the vanity to 
tell Dillon, " That he had been desired, by > 
some leading members of the then parliament, 
to acquaint the Regent's agent here, that ft watt 
now in the power of the Regent and Spain, SO 
send away king George, and to send home Mr. 
Jos. with a bonne grace, and much to their ad- 
vantage ; that ft was only to insist on the 
stipulation king George had* made wttb them* 
end they would have a fair pretence to do it/' 

It appears by ether passages, that this sup* 
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posed stipulation relates to the cession of 
Gibraltar. 

• He afterwards gives an account " That be 
did, both on the 4th and 5th of July, wait on 
the Regent's agent, with this message; and 
says, That as that agent was acquainted with 
some of the members of parliament who em- 
ployed him, he gave some attention to him : 
But the objections which the Regent's agent 
made appear to have been, That the Pretender 
had not the name of a man of great parts or 
resolution that he had hitherto no great 
opinion of Burford and the club ; and that 
such a procedure, on the part of .the Regent, 
would be a violation of the boqne foy : To 
which last Pknket replied, That it would be 
no breach of their bonne foy, to be grateful to 
those who were their deliverers formerly." 
However, Plunket says, " He convinced the 
agent, that n was now in the Regent's power to 
make the ministry and king George give the 
Pretender a Carte Blanche ; and by so doing, 
to make' the emperor vomit up what he has 
now in Flandeip, without striking a stroke.. 
That the common people, the country party, 
and all the English gentlemen might be brought 
to join with the Regent in proper measures to 
do ki or, that if the Regent would but stand 
neuter, they would soon bring the Pretender's 
law-suit to bear independant on any whatever," 
He adds, " That he is satisfied the agent would 
write these sentiments to his court; and that 
kit DiNon's business to let the Regent see be 
bas t he same sentiments from other people 
b*eJ' i 

Plunket being examined by the. Committee, 
m> relation to this letter, owned, he had fre- 
quent access' to one of the French ministers on 
private affairs : And that -Layer knowing him 
to be acquainted with him, asked him, whe- 
ther be could not find out, by the help of that 
minister, whether the Regent might not be 
brought into Tory measures? And Stephen 
Lynch has deposed, that Layer told him, ap- 
plication had been made, either by himself, or 
some other person, to one of the French agents 
here, to the effect mentioned in Plunket's let- 
ter. However, Plunket denied his having ever 
. spoke to that minister, in relation to state af- 
fairs, or his, having writ any such account to 
prance. , 

The Committee, from comparing bis relation 
of these two conversations with what he says in 
ether letters, of bringing the Czar down to Ha- 
nover, in order to oblige his Majesty .to with- 
draw from England ; observe. That the conspi- 
rators were so intent on compassing their wick- 
ed designs by any means, that having failed 
in their applications for foreign assistance, 
they were oow labouring to make France and 
' Spain insist on the restitution of Gibraltar, to 
throw Flanders into the hands of France, and 
to bring the Czar into Germany, in hopes fo 
involve^ all Europe into confusion, and thereby 
So pave the way for bringing in the Pretender. 
A In the same letters he tells Dillon, " Now is 
time for the Regent and ministry of France 
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toserve'yoo ; if they do not, I can assure tbem, 
they may have room to repent its For the Pre* 
tender's friends will find means to get inter 
the saddle, in spite of the ministry and king 

George. " 

He adds, " That the army will not stand by 
the kin and ministry, against the great bent of 
the English gentlemen, the common people, 
and the country party ; who are so incensed 
against the court, that the least accident would 
surely overturn what they have been doing 
these seven years past." 

He then says, " That his fellow traveller isy 
and has been, very active since his coming 
from his travels, and is more serviceable than; 
those who* move in a higher sphere ; That be 
is spurring on the Club daily, and has. made 
many of them more active in the law-suit, than 
they otherwise would have been. That his 
wife parted the day before for Paris ; and 
that he gave her a Letter for Dillon ; bis fel- 
low traveller thinking himself entitled to it, or 
any other civilities Dillon could shew her, dur- 
ing her stay there." He adds, " Your friends I 
continue their preparation, and resolve to bold < 
themselves in readiness on occasion." 

The Committee take notice, Tha$ these Let- 
ters were writ just about the time that Layer 
went down to Norfolk. And they think the 
sanguine manner in which Plunket writes, is m 
part accounted for, by what lord North and i 
Grey told Layer, That the encampment had 
spoiled the project ; but we shall have tbem j 
again. And by his lordship's saying, be you i 
quiet, something will be done : If' there be a I 
rising, you shall not want men or money or 
arms ; and that these letters and passages make 
it highly probable, that the substance of Layer's 
scheme had not been only seen, but ap» 
proved of. 

Notwithstanding the account which Plunket 
gives, in this and other letters, of Layer's pro^ 
ceedings, yet Layer denied that he had eve* ) 
opened himself to Plunket, in relation to th# ! 
Pretender's affairs, after their return from 
Rome ; and Plunket affirmed, that he only 
knew Layer by coffee-bouse acquaintance, and 
never conversed with him but in the streets 
publicly. • 

Plunket's next letter is of the 23d July, the 
original of which being stopped, and being . 
sworn to be his own hand-writing, the Committee ' 
think it proper to lay the* whole before the 
House, with the explanation of the fictitious 
names taken out of the cypher, which is sworn 
to be his own hand also* 

A Monsieur Digby a Paris. — (Under a Blank 
Cover to Waters.) 

July 23d, J722. 
" By the time this comes to hanoV king 
George's agent will arrive there: I am glad of 
it, because I hope ail the negotiations and pro- 
ceedings of the ministry and king George, will 
be laid before the parliament, which will be, 
a means to send him to Hanover ; though he. 
thinks to bring the country party to approve of 
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whatever be will propose to the parliament, he- 
will hardly, even bring the court party to do it. 
He thinks to disculp himself at the expence of 
the dead : this I told some of the parliament 
man ; they say it will not do for love or money. 
Certain persons are forming projects that will 
distress the court of Spain, in case of war be- 
tween Spain and the emperor. Count Both- 
mar comes into it by king George's connivance ; 
it is now in erabrio ; when it comes to perfec- 
tion I shall be master of it : I gave a hint of it 
to the Regent's agent ; he was not a little sur- 
prised at it : they must not linger mnch longer ; 
if they do, the emperor and king George will 
find means to distress the court of Spain and 
the ministry in France ; tbey must hasten the 
peace to prevent it. 

" My companion, who has been in the coun- 
try this three weeks past, came to town yester- 
day ; he seems to be sure of his game, viz. that 
Mr. Joseph's friends will run down the ministry 
and king George, in a little time, and bring the 
law-suit to bear on their own bottom, and inde- 
pendent of the Regent or any body else. I am 
resolved to know nothing of their proceedings ; 
I am for having every thing laid before the par- 
liament first, and then every body will see we 
want the Pretender more than he wants us; 
$>oth friend and foe will join in any enterprise 
that will be made in ms favour : neither will 
<bey ever dare upbraid him, if, on any occasion, 
jbe should look asquint on them hereafter. I 
hinted often, the only way to spirit them up, 
was to convince them the, law-suit would be 
brought to bear without them, and that, by the 
Regent and king George. The construction 
they put upon this; that the farmer was subtle 
enough to make use of the folly of the latter, to 
play the game to his own advantage at our cost: 
-and that he will govern Mr. Joseph, when here, 
as be does now king George: this, or seme 
such imagination, gave them an uncommon re- 
solution ; and I believe they will struggle hard 
for a start in the race of honour. It is in the 
Regent's power to make king George, the mi 
justly, and the club, to give Mr. Joseph a Carte 
.Blanche ; it is incumbent on you to convince 
him qf it. I am- sure his agent here is already, 
for I gave him-this morning demonstrative proof 
£hat king George designs to support the em- 
peror against the French ting and hiscoss. and 
that without being seen in it. 
., " I would be glad to know how the duke of 
Berwick does, and if he continues there this 
summer. I have little to do in town, so I de- 
sign to go to the country for three weeks. * The 
town is dull and empty., 

u We hear the Czar is in motion, I wish it 
may be towards Hanover, for king George 
would soon move from his country seat here. 

^ I believe Mr. Joseph. will laugh when he 
will hear of the stratagem I made use of to 
bring his friends to so good temper of duty. I 
ttoope tbey will keep to it, which is the wish of, 
vfiir, your humble, obedient servant, 

Jo. Rogers." 
v la his letter of the 16th of August, he says, 



" The Pretender's law business continues in 
the same plight. My companion goes on, as 
he thinks, *very successfully, and is confident he 
will bring the business to bear in a little time." 

This letter was writ nine days before Layer 
went down to lord North and Grey's with 
Lynch. . 

Plunket says in the same letter, " That the 
Pretendermust promise the Regent and ministry 
of France fair, and that he will be a fast 
friend when in his power, and must seem to 
rely more on them, than any here ; that this 
is the only game be has to play at this time.'' 

In his next letter of the 23rd of August, he 
says, " That his friertd came out of the country 
a few days ago, and told him, that his clients 
seem now to despair of bringing the law busi- 
ness to bear this next term, except the Regent 
were made a party ; that he, Plunket, told him, 
in case the Regent were applied to in a proper 
manner, lie might be prevailed on to come into 
proper measures, at least indirectly, and that 
without breach of the bonne Joy he owes king* 
George, or the ministry. He adds, that they 
(his friend's clients) are for any thing but under 
their hands ; and that if they should apply to 
Dillon, or the Regent (as his companion had 
told him they soon would) they might safely, 
offer at least to come into their measures, to 
stop their mouths hereafter ; and he thinks, 
with submission, it is pity to hinder them from 
plunging themselves, as they did before, tie 
adds, That it is in the power of the Regent and 
ministry of France, to make the ensuing par- 
liament give the Pretender his own terms ; and 
that, as the French king is soon to be of age, 
he may do every thing with a good grace, and 
bonne* foy, and settle the Pretender so, that it 
will always be in his power to serve him, and 
the Court of Spain." - # - 

Plunket, who assumes to himself so consi- 
derable a part in tjiese transactions, being 
asked by the Committee to -give some account 
of his life and education, said, that he was bom 
at Dublin, and bred up, when a boy, at the 
Jesuits College at Vienna ; that he is a Roman 
Catholic, but not in any orders. And though 
he endeavoured (as has been observed above) 
>vy his dress, appearance, and behaviour, to re- 
present himself to the Committee as very in- 
considerable, and no ways equal to the! part 
he was taxed with ; yet a great number of 
letters from persons of the first quality abroad, 
were found among his papers, in which the 
Committee observe he is treated with great in- 
timacy and confidence. And in a letter from 
the lady Middleton, Of an old date, mention is 
made of her being to introduce him to the late 
king James's queen in France; to whom, as 
he owned to the Committee, he had been in- 
troduced. And that the trust and confidence 
reposed in him still subsists undiminished, ap- 
pears to the Committee, npt only by bis own 
confessing, that he did walk and converse' with 
the Pretender publicly in his garden at Rome, 
but from Layer's account, that bV had two pri- 
vate -conferences • witlr the ftrttfftder;. 
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above all, from the letter under the Pretender's 
own hand, which he shewed to Layer at Rome, 
and which has been communicated to the 
Committee, as before-mentioned, in which the 
Pretender treats bim with such distinction, as 
|o charge him not to mention any thing of busi- 
ness to any body, till he himself had seen him 
alone ; than which, the Committee think a 
stronger and more convincing proof of trust 
coulonotwell have been given. It appears also by 
foul draughts of letters taken among hk papers, 
that he writ directly to the Pretender himself. 

Mention being made in Plunket's letters, of 
Johnson, alias George. Kelly, and some extracts 
of letters to and from the said , Kelly having 
been referred to the Committee among Layer's 
and Pknker*s papers, by which it appeared to 
them, that Kelt/* treasonable correspondence 
fend a connexion with the others, and parti- 
cularly, that he was privy to some of Plunket's 
transactions; your Committee thought that 
their having a general view of ait the papers re- 
lating to the conspiracy, might help to illustrate 
Htm explain the several parts of it, in the same 
manner as Layer's and Phinket'a papers mutu- 
ally confirm and give Kght to each other. 
' For this reason they moved the House to 
bare those papers laid before them, and to em- 
power them to take such farther examinations, 
as might be necessary to lead them on in 
tracing out the source of the treasons inquired 
into. 

Having accordingly perused those papers, 
"and examined some of the persons, principally 
concerned in them, they now proceed to lay 
feaforeyoo the result of that inquiry. 

It appears to them, that George Kelly, clerk, 
lias been of late years constantly employed in 
carrying on several treasonable correspon- 
dences and negotiations, between the Pre- 
tender's agents' abroad, and persons of great 
distinction at home, tending to the bringing in 
the Pretender with an armed force, and to the 
overturning the present happy establishment in 
Church and State. 

And here your Committee find themselves 
obliged to mention the lord bishop of Rochester, 
as principally aidiug, directing, and employing 
the said Kelly in tjje prosecution of his trea- 
sonable designs. ' 

As Kelly's correspondences seem to derive 
their weight and significancy chiefly from his 
being employed \xf the bishop of Rochester, 
jour Committee will first lay before you the 
Several reasons that induce them to believe 
he was so employed, and the part which it. 
appears to them the bishop has had in this 
conspiracy, 

It appears to your Committee, from several 
.Informations of Philip Neyaoe, olerk, formerly 
.mentioned, " That George Kelly, alias Johu- 
son, frequently told him, that the bishop of 
fiocbeater held correspondences with the Pre- 
tender and his agents : that he, Kelly, was era- 
, ployed the bishop, in . writing for him, and 
dairying m the said correspondences; that 



Kelly (old him,. the Pretender relied 1 
advices from the bishop, than from aav other 
person ; that he had several times left fcelty <tt 
the bishop's door, when Kelly went into taw 
bishop's house, and staid there an hour^or 
two, and upon coming back to him, Kelly, mail* 
apologies for staying so long, and told btsn, ha 
had heen writing the bishop's letters, v^hicn ha 
always apprehended to be the foreign corres- 
pondence of the bishop with tfre Preteader*a 
agents ; and that Kelly told him, the bishop 
never suffered him to take a bit of, paper at 
the bishop's hand-writing out of the room." 

" That he knows letters were directed to 
Kelly by the name of Moses Hancock 'and 
Hatfield ; and that he has seen at Bar toe'f 
coffee-house, a letter to Kelly from Howell, 
(whom he takes to be agent or secretary to 
DillOn, and employed by Dillon in the same 
manner, as Kelly was by the bishop of Rochesr 
ter) in which letter there were compliments to 
the bishop, by the name of Naunton, which 
name Kelly explained to him to mean the 
bishop. That Kelly has told him, the bishop 
of Rochester went sometimes by the name of 
Jones ; that be has likewise heard the bishop 
went sometimes by the name of Ulingtwa, 
which last he was told by Mr. Carte, tox the 
best of his memory. That in the letter which 
Kelly stewed hun at Burton's eotiea-house, 
mention was made of Mansfield, wjiich Kelly 
explained to him, to mean the late duke of 
OrrooncL That lie has seen several cyphers 
in Kelly's hands, one' in figures, another of 
fictitious names, in which last, Carpenters 
stood for Scotch Soldiers, Sadkrs and Saphis- 
ters for Irish Soldiers, and the like ; that he has 
seen Kelly make use of these cyphers, and that 
Kelly with great freedom owned, that these 
cyphvrs were for carrying on the correspon- 
dence with the Pretenders agents. That he 
had likewise seen cyphers in Carte's hands,' 
who was also employed in writing dispatches to 
the. Pretender's agents abroad. That ht', 
Neynoe, had been employed to draw up three 
several memorials to the Regent of France, to 
solicit him to send forces to dm assistance of 
the conspirators, the last of which was in De- 
cember, 1721, and contained a demand of 
5,000 men to be seat to invade these king- 
doms ; that the heads of these memorials were 
given him by Kelly, and one who went by the 
name of Watson, whom he took tq be the late 
earl JVIarishaL" 

« That in March last, Kelly brought him the 
heads of a letter, to be drawn up warn a design 
of its being intercepted by the government* in 
order to amuse them in a false security. - That 
he drew up the said letter in a paper writ co- 
lumn-ways; that this paper was brought back 
to him, corrected by the bishop of -Jlochester, 
as he believed." 

Your Committee are informed this letter was 
not intercepted, but that a copy of it was scat, 
about that time, to one of the secretaries of 
state, from an unknown hand. 

Neynoe farther declared, " That ibe W*op 
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of Rochester, lord Orrery, lord North, and sir 
Harry Goring, were the principal leaders and 
directors of the conspiracy, which was first to 
have been executed in the Spring of the year 
1722, by seizing the Tower; upori which the 
late duke of Ormond was to have landed in 
the river : that upon the discovery of the plot, 
and the king's not going abroad, it was put off 
for some time, but that it was afterwards re- 
sumed to be attempted in the West/' Neynoe 
farther added, " That Kelly assure^ him, the 
bishop got notice of his being to be taken up, 
some days before it happened ; and that this 
notice was given the bishop by one of the lords 
of the council;" but he afterwards confessed (as 
your Committee are informed) that in this, and 
other examinations, he had endeavoured all he 
could, to create diffidence and suspicions among 
his Majesty's servants. 

These informations of Neynoe are contained, 
great part of them, in a paper writ with his 
own hand, and delivered by him to a Com- 
mittee of lords of the council. The other part 
is extracted out of papers which he dictated at 
his* several examinations, which, papers were 
read, to him paragraph by paragraph, and 
agreed to by him before the lords. t 

That Neynoe was intimately acquainted 
with Kelly, visited him often and sometimes 
lay at his lodgings, and thereby had a better 
opportunity of being informed by him, appears 
from the depositions of Stevenson and his wife, 
Margaret Kelburn, landlady to Kelly, and John 
Malone, servant to Mrs. Barnes, who waited 
on Kelly at bis lodgings. 

That the bishop of Rochester was acquainted 
with Kelly, invited him to dine with him, sent 
his servants to inquire after bis health, and 
wrote to him, appears .from Stevenson's and 
Kilburne's Repositions, as also in partjrem 
Mrs. Levett's. » 

But what gives the greatest weight to the 
several particulars contained in Neyaoe's in- 
formations* is, that they are corroborated and 
supported in every material circumstance, hy 
several concurrent proofs, as will appear from 
the sequel of this report. - 

Pancier has deposed upon oath, that Skeene, 
among other particulars of the conspiracy, told 
him that the bishop of Rochester, in •conjunc- 
tion with the lord North and Grey, had the 
principal direction of the conspiracy ; and that 
200,000/. had been raised, and put into the 
management of the bishop of Rochester, which 
was called the Military Chest, and was to be 
kept together till the project was put in exe- 
cution*. v 

Your Committee are informed, that when 
the bishop was taken into custody, vast num- 
bers of letters and papers were found in bis 
house, bearing date before the year 1712, but 
from that time downwards, few of any conse- 
quence, except those which follow : 

One was from the Duchess of Ormond,dated 
January 14th, 1721, in which are these words: 
" 1 resolved to send what I received : For though 
it had not happened to belong to the person 

Vol, VIII. 
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I addressed it to, I was sure it could not be put 
into better hands." 

This passage makes it highly probable, that 
the bishop used to receive letters from abroad, 
directed by fictitious names. Which is stiM 
further confirmed by the following circum- 
stances: . 

In the cypher which Layer owaed he re* 
ceived from sir William Ellis, the bishop- of 
Rochester is designed by the name of Justus. 

Neynoe declared, that in the letter > which 
Kelly shewed him from Dillon's secretary, there 
were compliments to the bishop of Rochester 
by the name of Naunton. 

Among the bishop's letters was found one 
directed to Mr. Dubois, not signed with any 
name, nor dated from any place. It was in 
the following words: * 

"Sir; Forgive my silence. You easily con* 
ceive the difficulties 1 am under in that regard* 
I write this only to assure you of my sincerest 
and unalterable respect ; and refer you to the 
worthy bearer for news, and for every thing, 
which otherwise I should have found some way 
or other of writing to you myself. I have 
heard nothing from you since the letter I had 
about -two months ago by Mr. Johnson, to 
which I immediately in his hand returned my 
answer. A rumour has reached me of your 
having written hither since ; but I can find no 
body that owns he has seen your letters. I 
am always, Sir, your truly obedient, and most 
humble servant. Dec. 16.? 

Your Committee, observe, That Johnson is 
the name by which Kelly constantly went, as 
appears to them from several affidavits : And 
that he was at Paris the 16th of December, 
1721, N. S. and set out in two or three days 
after for England, as appears from the pocket- 
hook taken upon him : And the letter to Du- 
bois seems to intimate such a correspondence 
as made it unsafe to write openly, and without 
disguise. * 

Among the bishop's papers was fonnd ano- 
ther letter, dated, Rouen, January 15 tb, 1722, 
without any name; and the superscription torn 
off: Which letter is mentioned to be sent by 
an honest gentleman ; and the writer of it de* 
sires to know bow he may direct; and desires 
to be directed to by the name of Wishart, at 
Mr. Arbuthnot's at Rouen, which is probably a 
fictitious direction, no name being subscribed 
to the letter. He likewise mentions a former 
letter sent tinder cover to their common friend 
sir Red. Who sir Red. is does not appear to 
your Committee; but they fina one sir Red*. 
Everard inserted in Plunketfs cypher, and de- 
signed by the fictitious name of Fly. 

Among the bishop's papers were likewise 
found, two letters frpin captain Charges Hoi? 
stead of Greenwich; the person who, as has 
been mentioned above, was sent to Bilboa to 
transport the late duke of Ormond to Eng- 
land. 

Some letters having been intercepted, which 
•here is good reason to believe were from the 
bishop of Rochester; and one of these letters 
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being signed T. Jones, and another T. Illington, 
your Committee will now lay before the House 
the- evidence they haw found' of the bishop's 
being designed by those two names, collected 
from circumstances, which being in themselves 
seemingly minute, and of little consequence, 
were for N this reason more frankly confessed by 
those, who were obstinate in concealing stronger 
proofs ; and yet at the same time lead directly 
to the discovery of the person meant by those 
Aames. 

Mrs. Barnes being examined before a Com- 
mittee of lords of the council, obstinately re- 
fused to make the least discovery relating to 
Creorge Kelly; but when she came to be asked 
what she knew about a dog, sent over to Kelly 
from France ; not suspecting this could lead to 
any discovery, she -readily owned, That a 
spotted little dog, called Harlequin, which was 
. brought from France, and had a leg broken, 
was left with her by Mr. Kelly, to be cured » 
That the said dog was not for her, but for the 
bishop of Rochester; and that Kelly promised 
to get the <log of the bishop of Rochester for 
her, inr case it did not recover of its lameness. 
This declaration she made and signed in the 
presence of the Committee of Council : And 
Kelly himself made no difficulty to own the re- 
ceiving such a dog from France. 

But it appears to your Committee, by letters 
intercepted between Kelly and his correspond- 
ents in France, (the proofs of which will be 
set forth in the sequel of this report,) Jhat a 
dog so named and hurt, was sent over to Kelly 
front France, to be delivered as a present to 
the person denoted by the names of Jones and 
Jlljngton. 

For in his letter to Howell' (who is explained 
in Plunket's cvpher to mean Glasgow, and has 
been observed above to be Dillon's secretary,) 
he mentions his having received the present, 
and the accident of a leg being broken in the 
voyage; and adds, I will inform Mr. Jones 
toon of it, to whom I know any' thing from 
that quarter will be very acceptable* In the 
tame paragraph he says, Mrs. Jones died last 
week; and when the days of mourning are 
over, be will, I hope, be fit for business. This 

> letter was writ on Monday the 30th of April; 
and the bishop's lady died the week before, on 
Thursday the <26thuf April. 

Kelly \ in hps letter to Muspaye, (which name 
will be hereafter shewn to signify the late lord 
Maw,) dated the 7th of May, says " Mrs. Iiling- 
ton is in great tribulation for poor Harlequin, who 

. is in a bad way, having slipped his leg again, be* 
fare it was thoroughly well: however, his obli- 
gations to the lady are as great as if he bad 
come safe, which he desires you to let her 
know." ^ 

The words * he* and ' bis' being relative to Mrs. 
Illington, shews it is a man that is spoken of : 
The bishop's lady was dead at the time this let*- 
ter was writ,. And this disguise of putting 
A$rt. for Mr. is frequently made use. of - in the 
intercepted letters, and it confirmed by a 
parallel instance immediate!? following. 



May the £tb, Ditton'* secretary, write* to 
Kelly, and says, " Mrs. Chivers, (which wiU be 
shewn to be general Dillon,) prays you wiU con- 
dole in his name on the death of Mrs. IUingUMi." 

It appears by these passages, that the dog 
was- for Mr. Jones, alias IUiugton : and upon 
Kelly's writing word that Mrs. Jones was dead, 
the correspondents condole on the death of 
Mrs. Illington ; which shews Jones and Illing- 
ton to be the same, and both to be made use of 
to denote the bishop. 

On the 11th of May, Motfield (who is the 
same with Musgrave, that is, the late lord Marr) 
sends a letter to Mr. Illington, inclosed under 
cover to Kelly; in which, after acknow- 
ledging the receipt of Illington's letter of the 
20th of April, be adds, " I did not expect so 
soon after to have heard of a loss you have 
had since ; for which 1 condole with you, and 
nothing which concerns you so near can fail 
touching me, as in friendship it ought. It u 
though becoming us, as it is our duty to submit 
with resignation to what the just aud great God 
thinks fit to order for us in this vain and transi- 
tory world ; but you know such things so much 
better than I, that will not trouble you with 
saying any more upon it." 

This last paragraph seems to point out the 
character and function of the person te whom 
the letter was writ. 

Motfield adds, " I would fain hope that'your 
own distemper will soon give you ease;" which 
agrees with the circumstance .of the bishop's 
being ill of the gout, at the time of bis wife's 
death. 

- This particularity, as also several others, 
which will be taken notice of, at to the bishop's 
being in town or in the country, at the respec- 
tive times mentioned in the intercepted letters, 
have # been carefully enquired into ; and it ap- 
pears by a paper annexed to the report, that 
these several circumstances do exactly agree 
with what is mentioned in the letters. 

Kelly writing to Musgrave (the late lord 
Marr) the 7 th of May, says, Mrs. Jones is 
come to town: The same day writing to 
Chivers (Dillon) he says Mr. Illington is now in 
town; which again confirms Jones and Illington 
to be xhe same, and agrees with the inquiry 
made at that time. - 

Ou the 10th of May, Kelly writes to DillonV 
secretary, Illington is gone into the country, 
and sent me wocd he would be in (own on 
Tuesday night, when he has desired to see me 
at a particular hour, by wbkh I conclude it 
may be about business. And on Monday the 
14th of May, (the day before, it is said^ Illing- 
ton was come to town) writing to the same per- 
son, he says, "Jones is still in the country, but 
his sent me word he will be in tow a to- 
morrow. 

These several circumstances, joined to Nejr-. 
noe's declaration, that Kelly had told hint, the 
bishop went sometimes by the name of Jones, 
and that Carte had told him, the bishop want 
by the name of Illington, shew, that wherever 
Jones, and Uliggtoa axe named m Keby a corri} 
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(which if ill be proved to be Billon) and coo* 
sisted of three letters, one to Chivers- himself, 
signed T. Jonesj another to Musgrave, (which 
wilt be proved to be Marr) signed T. Iliington, a 
third to Mr. Jackson, (which will be proved to 
be the Pretender") signed 1378, which number 
is found by the oecypherecs to denote the pro- 
per name of a person beginning with the letter 
R, in the cypher made use of in these three 
letters, the order of which, as your Committee 
is informed, is alphabetical. All the three let- 
ters were dated the 00th of April, and appear 
by the matter to be from the same person; 
which prove 1378 to be the same with Jpnes 
and Iliington. The letters to Musgrave and 
Jackson were inclosed in that to Chivers. 

The person who dictated these letters, speaks 
of himself as being in ill health, in great pain, 
under some sad and melancholy circumstances, 
which made him uncapable of doing any thing 
regularly at that time, but which he expected 
would soon blow over; which agrees with the 
bishop's circumstances at that time, whose wife 
was extremely ill, and died six days after, and 
he himself, as has been observed before, was 
at that time afflicted with the gout. 

The letter to Chivers is great part of it out 
of cypher, and with the decyphering is in the 
following words. 1 ~" 



spondence, the bfshop of Rochester is to be ! 
understood by those names. 

«Your Committee therefore will next proceed 
to laty before you the partwhich Jones or Illing- 
ton appear to have borne in the treasonable 
correspondence. 

It appears by Kelly's pocket-book, that Kelly 
set out for Paris on the 22d of February 1721-2, 
add returned to London about the 8th of April 
following. It appears by Mrs. Level's and 
John Malone's deposition, that he came to 
iters. Barnes's on Wednesday the 11th of April, 
at eight iu the morning, extremely fatigued, 
and went immediately to bed. Mrs. Levett has 
deposed upon oath, " That Mrs. Barnes told 
her he was then just arrived from France, and 
brought over letters with him : That several of 
the disaffected bad been at her house to inquire 
*fter him before his arrival, and expressed the 
utmost concern for fear he should he taken." 
And Neynoe declared, *• That he saw a great 
bundle of Letters, which Kelly brought over 
from France." Mrs. Barnes farther told Mrs. 
LeVett, ".That "the day after, (viz. Thursday 
the 12th of April) the bishop of Rochester sent 
his own coach to fetch him, and that Kelly was 
absent in the country till Saturday the 14tV 
Two depositions, annexed to this report, shew, 
that the bishop of Rochester came to town on 
Wednesday the 11th, and went to Bromley on 
Thursday the 12th of April. 

Ir appears by a letter writ to Kelly from 
France by the late lord Marr, and intercepted, 
that on Monday the 16th of April (which was 
the first post-day to France, after the bishop 
had sent for Kelly) Kelly had writ to. Marr an 
account of his negotiations with Iliington, and 
of Iilington's willingness to be reconciled to one, 
designed by the name of Hacket . Who Hacket 
is, does not appear to your Committee, but he 
is described iri several of the letters as a person 
in ill* health, retired in the' country, and one in 
whom the Pretender's agents at Paris, place 
their greatest hopes and confidence next to 
Iliington. This reconciliation with Hacket, 
Iliington was desirous might be kepi secret for 
some time, that it might not be known they 
acted in concert. 

It appears by another letter to Kelly from 
Dillon's secretary at Paris, that Iliington had 
writ a mysterious letter thither, and that Kelly 
had' writ a subsequentpne in explanation of it, 
which had been shewn to DiHon. 

The first- letter that was intercepted from 
KeHy himself, was dated the fS9d of April, 
signed James Johnson (the name he always 
went by* and often signed by) and directed to 
Gordon junior, banker at Boulogne, whose 
house it is probable be had been entertained in 
his last return -from Paris-; which Gordon is 
mentioned in a latter front Mr. Craurard, as 
being formerly the Pretender's banker, and as 
one employed in hiring a vessel to transport 
some of the chiefs of the conspiracy to Eng- 
land- In this letter to Gordon, .Kelly recom- 
mends to his care a packet inclosed. 

Thfe" packet was' directed to Mr. Chhrers> 



"Sir; April 3D, 1722. ' 

M I ought to acknowledge in form the several 
papers I have successively received from you, 
if I were capable at present of doing any 
thing regularly; but indeed I am not, as Hat? 
field well knows, and why I am not: Some time 
must pass before I am any way capable oj- busi- 
ness; in the mean time you are in the~j|ght to 
press the gentlemen concerned by ati manner 
of ways yon cad think of, to furnish, what by 
being' hitherto not supplied, has rendered the 
thing impracticable. They, were desireos of 
having that' matter intirely in their own manage* 
ment, and I not-unwilling that they should have 
it, being always diffident of success on mypa& 
upon interpositions of that kind ; and therefore 
iCgave me no concern to be so freely excused 
from any share (as I v?as for a great while), in 
that trouble; At last indeed, when the point' 
was foend upon trial to be more difficult than 
(hey expected, I was pressed to undertake the 
matter; but so late, that I did not think it 
reasonable for me then to interpose, nor can I 
yet undertake aby thing of that kind, it being 
what (since some former mis-management 
wherein I was deeply: concerned) I have con* 
stanftly declined/ hoping that I might notbe al- 
together unusefoi to the service, if I wen ton to 
promote it in my own, that , is, in another way. 
I still hope' so, and that a little time (which 
must be employed in doing nothing' but solicit- 
ing supplies) will give me room for entering 
into measures that may be, somewhat more sig- 
nificant than those formerly taken ; this I shall 
endeavour, being at present perfectly tired by 
She distracting measures which have been taken 
fifoor severaf quarters, ' persons ' no way * 
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equal to the work, and at the same time not 
agreeing among themselves. This is all I can 
'say at present, but that I am, with the same in- 
ure respect and fidelity I ever was, Sir, Your 
most, &c. , T. Jones." 

" Lbave commmunicated the copies of Mr. 
Manfield's ' and Jacob's letters, which besides 
the G , (whereof they had 

a copy) were the only ones of those transmitted, 
that I was directed, or indeed thought, proper 
so to do. Though J hare for some time 
thought, that nothing of importance should be 
trusted to the post, and am resolved myself not 
to send that way ; yet the death of lord Sunder- 
land makes such a caution more indispensibly 
necessary ; for you may depend upou it, that 
those in power here will now enter into mea- 
sures of /more severity and strictness, and em- 
ploy- all their diligence, as well as power, on 
such occasions." 

TharChivers, to whom this letter was di- 
rected, means general Dillon, is evident from 
tjae following circumstances. 

On the 13th of May, Cane writing to Kelly, 
owns the receipt of these letters from the bishop, 
but over against the name of Cane in Plunkers 
cypher, is writ Dillon, and Kelly answering this 
♦'very letter of Cane's directs to Chivers. Be- 
sides which, it appears from innumerable pas- 
sages, that Cane and Chivers mean the same 
with 'pigby and Dixwell, which have been 
shewn at large to denote general Dillon. 

The bishop!s letter to Musgrave (who will be 
proved to he (be late lord Marr) is as follows; 

To Mr. Musgrave. 

'<Sir; April 20, 1792. , 

" I received from Mr. Hatfield (after a long 
intermission of such favours) a letter which 
was very welcome to me: lhave also consi- 
dered carefully what he had to offer to me in 
particular, and entirely agree with what is pro- 

, posed ; but my present sad circumstances (of 
which he has already informed you) will not 
suffer me to be active soon, or eyen set for- 
ward the affairs entrusted with me in so speedy 

-a manner as I could wish; the best is, that as 
I cannot' act openly, so neither is there, I 
think, any immediate need of it, some time be- 
ing requisite towards ripening matters in order 
to fix the C . . . . : . . .* . 'd, which, if has- 
tily begun, may be attended with suspicions 
and other inconveniences ; but you may de- 
pend upon it that the : .... f : s 

committed to my care, shall be forwarded in 
due time to the persons concerned, as also all 
such other s as I judge, and at the 

time I judge, they will best promote the ser- 
vice. What is to be wished for, is, that the 
person whom I am to act with, would come to 
town, an^d his doing so may be facilitated better 
from your- side, than by any thing that can be 
cjone. here ; by that time he comes, I hope I 
shall be able to take my part with him. I 
a^cl go wis now, y being yery unfit $0 say eyen 



thus. much, but that I an* with entire xetpect 
and confidence, Sir, &c. T. Illi kotow." 

That Musgrave (to whom this letter was di- 
rected) means Marr, is thus proved. 

Dillon's secretary writes to Kelly that Mr. 
Lane (oyer against which name in Plunket's 
cypher is writ lord Marr) was much pleased 
with his first letter, which, as has been ob- 
served before, was writ on the 16th of April. 

Soon after a person writes to Kelly, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of this letter of the 16th of 
April, and expressing his satisfaction at II ling- 
ton's willingness to be reconciled with jacket; 
his letter is signed 918, which number is found 
by the decipherers to denote the proper name 
of a person beginning with the letter M, and 
Kelly auswering this letter directs to Mus- 
grave. , 

Besides which, Musgrave is found to be a 
person, whose pension is said to be stopped in 
England, at the very time that a pension 
granted to the late lord Marr was stopped, and 
is spoken of in other letters as one suspected of 
betraying them, with such circumstances as fix 
the person meant to be the late lord Marr. 

The bishop's letter to Jackson (who will he 
proved to mean the Pretender) is as follows : 

To Mr. Jackson, under the cover of Mr. Gor- 
don le fils Banquier a Boulogne sur Mer. 

"Sir; J^ri/ 20, 1722. 

«' I am sorry to find by yours, which Hat- 
field brought, that you know our circumstances 
on this side so well, because that knowledge 
does not, I apprehend, give you any advanta- 
geous opinion of us ; however, let that be as it 
will, it is not fit you should he deceived, and 
rely on more than will be made good to you : 
if you guessed at my right mind, I dare say it 
was agreeable to your own, and that you could 
not but see through the forwardness of all 
those unsupported pretending people. Not- 
withstanding this opportunity is elapse^, I agree 
with you, another may offer before the end of 
the year, though not perhaps every way so fa- 
vourable: however it became me to speak 
strongly on that head, especially at the time 

when die : was drawn, which was 

long before it was transmitted, for it was kept 
back a great while, in hopes that deeds might 
have accompanied words, and sent at last rather 
to justify the writer in respect to that part he 
bad undertaken, than to push on any design in 
so unprovided a condition ; I find I was not 
mistaken, and am glad I was not so, though 

every word of that : passed the 

view and approbation of the persons concerned, 
but they were to be and shall always be by me 
treated tenderly, though, nothing shall engage 
me to enter deep with them for the future; I 
had taken this ^solution before Hatfield's re- 
turn, and am pleased to find that you concur 
with me in opinion. As soon as God restores 
me to my health, and some other melancholy 
circumstances are blown over, which will be as, 
sqqo as there is any occasion for me, I will not 
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be idle. In the mean time give me leave to 
withdraw myself seemingly from any engage- 
ment of this kind ; I shall return to it, 1 doubt' 
not, with more ability to promote the work : 
not that I will decline any proper occasions 
that may offer themselves to converse freely 
with the men, and in the manner I have been 
used to do, for it is fit upon all accounts I 
should do so; but by little and little that con- 
fidence will cool, and make room, I hope, for 
somewhat of a more solid and important na- 
ture. I dictate this in great pain, and for that 
reason, and because I am not at present in any 
readiness to go further, I shall add only my 
faithful assurances of an entire and unalterable 
respect for you. ^ R." 

That Jackson (to whom this letter is di- 
rected) means the Pretender, appears from 
Plunket's cypher, in which* over against the 
name of Jackson, is writ, The King; though 
two names had gone before in that cypher, 
over against which is writ, King George. 

Besides which, Plunket's letter mentioning 
bis and Layer's journey to Rome, is directed 
to Mr. Jackson ; and Jackson appears from 
other letters to be the same with Malcom, to 
whom application is made in a letter from 
Edinburgh, for a patent for knight baronet, 
and for orders to raise one or two battalions. 

■The cypher made use of in these three let- 
ters, is the very lame that is made use of in 
two letters intercepted from the late duke of 
Ormorid's agents m Spain ; of which notice 
has been already taken. And' the same cy- 
pher is also used in letters from George Kelly, 
and to Dennis Kelly. And among the papers 
of the* latter was found a piece of a cypher in 
George Kelly's hand-writing, which your Com- 
mittee are informed is a supplement to the 
cypher made use of in Jones and Illington*s 
letters. 

The clerks of the post-office, who opened 
and copied these three letters, • having been 
shewn several papers sworn to be George 
Kelly's hand-writing, have deposed upon oath, 
that the letter to Gordon jumor, sigued James 
Johnson, as well as the three letters inclosed 
in it, directed to Chivers, Musgrave and Jack- 
son* were all, to the best of their knowledge 
and belief, writ in the same hand with those 
papers : Which joined to Neynoe's informa- 
tion, that Kelly bad told him he was employed 
in writing letters for the bishop to the Pre- 
tender's agents abroad ; that the bishop never 
let him carry a bit of his hand- writing out of 
the room ; and that Kelly made use both of a 
numerical cypher, and a cypher of fictitious 
names, for managing this treasonable corres- 
pondence ; appears to be a strong confirmation 
that these three letters wer4 dictated to Kelly 
by the bishop, and that the bishop is the per- 
son denoted by the names of Jones and Illmg- 
ton, and by the cypher 1378. 

In what manner these letters were conveyed 
to Paris, will be observed in that part of the 
Report which relates to Kelly, The cones- 
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pon dents at Paris own the receipt of their 
packet from their cousin Jones ; and on the 
7th of M&yl Kelly writes Dillon word, that II- 
lragton is glad to hear his letters came safe, 
and wishes his next to be more to Dillon's sa- 
tisfaction. 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the grounds they have to be corivinced, that 
these three letters were* sent from the bishop of, 
Rochester to general Dillon, the late lord 
Marr, and the Pretender ; they think it their 
duty to make some observations on the contents 
of them. 

They observe from his letter to Dillon, that 
he has contracted a great intimacy and familia- 
rity with a professed Roman Catholic, who ap- 
peared openly in arms against the late king 
William in Ireland, and being obliged to leave 
that country so long ago as t»e capitulation of 
Limerick, has ever since adhered to the same 
cause in foreign parts, and is at present more 
active and industrious than any other of the 
Pretender's agents, in exciting a rebellion in 
> these kingdoms. lie is at thi3 time a lieutenant 
general, and has the command of one of the 
Irish regiments in the French service. 

Your Committee observe, That as the dif- 
ferent professions of these two persons could 
lay no sort of foundation for any intimacy or 
intercourse between them, so the long absence 
of general Dillon makes it highly probable, 
"that their acquaintance could not be com- 
menced before his leaving these kingdoms; and 
that it can only have proceeded from their 
being long united and confederated in the com- 
mon support of the same wicked cause. 

Yet their intimacy is such, that the bishop 
acknowledges the receipt of several papers from 
Dillon, together with directions for communi- 
cating them, which the bishop owns he obeyed 
as far as he judged it proper for the service. 
Some of these papers appear to have been from 
the late duke of Ormond, who is attainted ; 
and others probably from the Pretender, whom 
he has so often abjured. 

He advises Dillon to press the soliciting sup* 
plies ; and owns he has been desired to under- 
take that province himself, but that he had 
hitherto declined it ; not from such restraints as 
should naturally have arisen in the mind of .one 
of his character and function, but merely on ac- ' 
count of some former ill success and misma- 
nagement, in which he owns he had been deeply 
concerned. 

He afterwards advises Dillon to use the same 
caution which he himself intended, of not trust- 
ing any thing of importance to the post, endea- 
vouring to act within the shelter and safeguard 
of the laws for subverting our happy constitu- 
tion. 

This great caution, which (as Neynoe said 
Kelly told him) the bishop used, made him so 
extremely careful, as not to let even the man 
be trusted most, have one line of his own hand- 
writing ; and skews that he was wonderfully so- 
licitous, not to avoid the guilt of (reason, but' 
only tr> escape the punia|ment due to k, by 
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saving himself from the danger of legal con- 
viction. ■ 0 rf 

Another of his letters is to the late lord Marr, 
who so lately appeared in arms against his Ma- 
jesty , and has since bad a post of the greatest 
confidence and trust near the Pretender. 

In this letter be owns the receipt of one from 
Marr by Kelly, together with verbal instruc- 
tions ; which, to cut off all excuse of surprise 
or inadvertency, he says he carefully considered, 
and yet intirely agreed to. 

He theu mentions his present sad circum- 
stances, but comforts himself, that as they will 
not permit him soon to act openly, so neither 
is there, he thinks, any immediate occasion for 
it, some time being necessary towards ripening 
matters; so that when a proper opportunity 
should have offered, the mask was to have been, 
thrown off, and be was then openly to have 
avowed the cause, which he bias hitherto sup- 
ported only in disguise. 

The other letter of the bishop's is to the Pre- 
tender himself, in defiance to that law which 
makes the liolding any correspondence with 
him, or his Agents, high treason. In this letter 
he owns the receipt of one from the Pretender ; 
and to shew how well he deserved that confi- 
dence, he himself, who best knows the thoughts 
of his own heart, declares, that if the Pretender 
guessed at bis right mind, he dares say it is 
agreeable to the Pretender's own. 

He then encourages the Pretender to hope 
for a second opportunity, though not every way 
so favourable as the first, which was elapsed. 

This favourable opportunity appears to have 
been that of the elections ; and your Committee 
cannot but observe, that the two most riotous 
elections of any throughout the kingdom, were 
that of Westminster, a place under the imme- 
diate influence of the bishop of Rochester ; and 
that of Coventry, which appears by this report 
to have been animated by Carte an agent of 
the bishop's, and one employed, by bim in 
managing his treasonable correspondence. 

He afterwards takes to himself the merit of 
soma writing,, which he bad drawn up and 
transmitted to the Pretender, after it had first 
passed the view and approbation of the persons 
concerned.: though ho says it had been kept 
back a great while, in hopes that deeds might 
have accompanied words : which again shews 
his treasonable intentions to have been the re- 
sult of mature deliberation; and that though he 
had hitherto dealt in words, yet other acts of 
treason were what he hoped for; and was aim- 
ing at. 

As soon as God should restore bim to his* 
health, he promises to abuse it towards the 
prosecution of his . treasons, and in the mean 
tjme desires leave to withdraw himself seem- 
ingly from any engagements of that kind, that 
he might return with greater zeal and activity 1 
to destroy this church and state, by placing a 
popish) Jfcetender on the throne, in violation of 
the most sacred oaths se«fre4fueatiy .taken by 
birm * 
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Your Committee will now proceed to shew 
what farther part the bishop appears to have 
had in the treasonable correspondence and 
negotiations carried on with *he Pretender's 
agents in France. 

On the 11th of May, Motfield answers Is- 
lington's Letter sent to Musgrave (Marr) the 
20th of April. This answer was inclosed in a 
Letter to Kelly. . The>s^ tance of the an- 
swer is to condole with Ilfington on his loss, 
and to express great satisfaction on finding, 
him in the same sentiments with Marr in rela- 
tion to their old friends and acquaintance 
(Hacket). and in another Letter to Kelly, he 
Jets Ilhngton know how agreabfe this reconci- 
liation would be to Farmer, and how much to- 
Farmer's interest. 

. Your Committee see reason to believe from 
passages in several of the letters, that Farmer 
means the Pretender. 

It has been observed above, one of the pe- 
riods of time, fixed by the conspirators for put- 
ting their design in execution, was the begin- 
ning of May, 1722. 

On the 1st of May, Dillon's secretary writes' 
to Kelly, " That Mr. Jones cannot take a better- 
time to have himself fitted with an easy saddle, 
there being a number of saddlers idle in France 
at present, who in case of wars would be so 
verv busy there would be no coming at them." 
This is explained by what Neynoe said, that in 
Kelly's cypher sadlers stood far Irish soldiers, 
though he did not know any Letters had been 
intercepted where that term was made use of, 
and in Plunket's 1 cypher, saddles stand for re- 
giments, and girt, for one hundred men. 

On the 2d of May^ilion himself acknow- 
legea the receipt of his cousin Jones's letters 
of the 20th of April, and " expresses much 
concern for that lady's ill state of health, being 
much afraid bis own small concerns can hardly 
be settled to satisfaction, till she is able to so- 
licit in bis favour." 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Mas- 
grave (Marr) " That he had communicated his 
Letter to Mr. Jones ; and that Mr. Jones de- 
sired a Letter from Muegrave or Farmer (the 
Pretender) to Hacket, to bring him to town, 
without which it would be impracticable for 
them to do business together ; that Jones finds 
Armstrongs and company very loth to be any 
way concerned, having no opinion of the pre- 
sent. hands, however that it is. still necessary to 
make the most of them." T 

Who is meant by Armstrong and Company; 
does .not appear to the Committee, 

On the 9th of May, Dillon's secretary writes 
to Kelly, That if this post had not brought an 
addition, of three to the six formerly come from 
Repney, 4t is easy for Mrs* Jones to see what- 
is still 'wonting for- the purchase she intends to * 
make." Whois^meant by Rfepney is not cer- 
tain, bet in- the foil* wing part of this report 
there will appear grounds of a- probable con- 
jecture* 

This passage relates to a bill of exchange (of - 
6,000/* probably) sent over to Calais,, and 
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thence to Waters the Pretender's banker at 
Paris, on the 16th of April ; the receipt of 
which is acknowledged in several letters both to 
George Kelly and Dennis Kelly- This para- 
graph which says, " Tha^ if three more are 
not come, besides the six from Repney, k is 
easy for Mrs. Jones to see what is still wanting 
for the purchase she intends tp make/' shews 
plainly, that Jones was at least privy to that 
remittance, which agrees with what Pancier 
has deposed upon oath, that he was told by 
Bkeene, among other particulars relating to the 
conspiracy, that a large contribution had been 
raised and put uuder the management of the 
bishop of Rochester, which was called their 
military chest. 

On the 10th of May (three days after the 
encampment) Kelly writes to Dillon's secretary 
" That it was reported the king had absolutely 
refused to put off his journey, and intended to 
set out early next month ; and that if they 
could then compass barrels enough, the sooner 
the wine comes, he believes the better. He 
adds, that Jones promises to be a good cus- 
tomer, and that he hopes Hacket and Jones 
. will give them the finishing stroke," The time 
of year in which this letter was writ^ and the 
absurd supposition of its being more difficult to 
find barrels than wine, shews sufficiently that 
these words are not to be taken in their literal 
tense. 

Your Committee are informed, that wine was 
explained by Neynoe to mean invasion, though 
he had never been told that any such word had 
been made use of in these fetters, nor had 
been asked any question about it ; and in 
Piunket's cypher, barrels is explained amy, 
•and vines one thousand men. 

On the 19th of May, Dillon's secretary writes 
.to Kelly, " That he is assured by good- hands, 
Hacket and Jones are the best able to adjust 
bis particular concerns ; that he does not ques- 
tion nheir good dispositions, and that doing it 
timely will be a double merit," 

On the 19th of May Kelly was taken into 
custody, about the 7 th of June he was admitted 
to bail, and on the 11th he writes an aocount 
of his examination to one Gerard, whom your 
Committee believe to be sir. John D'Obryen, 
whom Kelly owned to be employed by DiUon 
in writing for him. In this letter Kelly says, 
" He was chiefly questioned about a little dog 
be got from France, and about five or six cant 
names, which were Ulington, Jones, Cane, 
Howell, Quitwel, and Hacket; and that whoever 
IUington is, he was the person chiefly struek at/' 

On the 18th of June he writes to Dillon, 
" That it is absolutely necessary to make no 
more use of their, present account book since 
those that have got part, may by the same 
•method have got the whole; and that it will be 
highly improper for him to meddle with busi- 
ness, at least for some time." 
. From this time forward your Committee ob- 
serve that the names of Jones and IUington are 
no more , heard of in the intercepted corres- 
pondence, neither does Kelly so frequently 
write letters of great business, hut in his stead 
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Thomas Carte, clerk, takes up the management 
of the bishop's correspondence. 

The letters from Carte are signed, and those 
to him directed, by the name of George Wil- 
liams ; and Mrs. Harbin, to whose house they 
were direc^,' having been examined before 
some Jowls of the council, has deposed on oath, 
that Carte desired her to take in letters so di- 
rected ; and that she delivered one so directed 
into his own hands. 

And -in the cypher taken among Dennis 
Kelly's papers in George Kelly's hand-writing, 
Mr. Carteis designed by the fictitious names of 
Thomas and Trotter, who appear, by com- 
paring several passages in the letters, to mean 
the same person with George Williams. 

From the time of George Kelly 's being first 
taken up, the bishop of Rochester is denoted 
by the names of Rig and Weston, as will ap- 
pear from the Yptt«vwiiig circumstances. 

On the SOth of % August, Kelly writes to 
Dillon a long letter, wluch contains the par- 
ticulars of the bishop's being taken into custody, 
examined, and committed. Oi> the 14th of 
September, Dillon's secretary writes to Kelly, 
" That bis letter on the -60th of August came 
safe, and that the particulars he gave *>f Mr, 
Rig's case were very acceptable to Dillon, 
whose concern for a true and worthy friend and 
relation cannot be doubted, and a longing de- 
sire to know her entirely clear of her distemper." 
,In the same letter he desires to know what is 
become of Carte. 

* That Rig denotes* the bishop is farther eon- 
finned by these particulars: Kelly m his first 
letter after his enlargement, writes word to 
Gerrard ; " All I can do now, will be onrlf to 
deliver to your cousin Rig any goods that you 
can send by private hands : He is determined 
not to receive them any other way, and indeed 
I cannot say he is in the wrong. How far this 
late affair may affect him, I cannot tell. 7 ' 

Now since it appears that Kelly was formerly 
employed in conveying letters, to and frem 
the bishop (which are often called goods 
in the intercepted correspondence) since the 
bishop himself had desired in His letter to 
Dillon, that no more letters of consequence 
might be trusted to the pes ty and since Kelly 's 
examination about the dog eould affect no one 
but the bishop, it may justly be concluded, 
that Rig and the bishop are the same. 

That Weston is the bishop, will appear 
from the following circumstances. 

On the Tth of June, Dillon's secretary write* 
to Carte, and acknowledges the receipt of a 
letter from him of the 28tb of May, (which was 
soon after Kelly's being taken op) and after 
espressing great satisfaction, " That the late 
rumours of a plot had not occasioned a total 
interruption of commerce, nor obliged any of 
their correspondents to go aside: he adds, that 
Dillon desires to be most kindly remembered 
to his good friend Mr. Weston, for whom he 
was in the greatest concern, on account of a 
story that his derk had been laid up for debt, 
but that he hopes Cartef next letter will put 
him at foil ease^n this matter," 
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This plainly has reference to Kelly's being 
taken up, ami his relation of clerkship to the 
bishop has been fully explained by what goes 
before. 

On the 14th of June, Carte writes to DihWs 
secretary, and # endeavours to put him at full 
ease in relation to Mr. Weston, by telling 
him, "That Mr. Weston is in the country, 
that he saw bim two days ago, that he is per- 
fectly well, and as easy in all hi* affairs as any 
man alive, and very much Dillon's humble ser- 
vant." It appears by depositions annexed to 
this Report, that the bishop was in the country 
at that time. 

On the 14th of July, Dillon writes to Weston, 
under cover to Carte ; and desires he will ad- 
mit one Skinner (sent over from France express) 
to receive his commands. 

On the 26th of July, Kelly writes word that 
Rig and Skin had been lately together, and 
that before they met, Rig sent to him to know 
how Skin stood with Dillon and his partners. 

On the same day Stanley (who appears by 
the matter of his letter to be the same with 
Skinner, writes to Dillon, " That,he had been 
with the correspondent, to whom the letter of 
credit was sent, and had partly engaged him in 
his arrack affair." On the 30th of July, Carte 
writes word, he had the honour of introducing 
Stanley to Mr. Weston, and mentions the 
arrack affair, of which notice will be taken in 
its place. 

From these passages it appears, that Weston 
(the name made use of by Carte) means the 
same with Rig, (made use of by Kelly) which 
last was shewn before to mean the bishop of 
Rochester. 

Rig therefore and Weston being made use of 
to denote the bishop, it remains to be consi- 
dered what part Rig or Weston appear to 
bear in the sequel of the intercepted corres- 
pondence. 

It appears by *he letter from Dillon's Secre- 
tary of the 7th of June, that they apprehended 
in general on Kelly's being taken up, that some 
of their correspondents would be obliged to go 
aside, but that their greatest pain was for Mr/ 
Weston, whose intimacy with Kelly was such, 
that Kelly is stiled his clerk, which is no im- 
proper name for one that kept the cyphers, 
which are stiled throughout the intercepted let- 
ters, books of accompts, and in Layer's cypher 
are called rentals. If Kelly had bad no secrets 
to reveal, the pain for Mr. Weston, and the 
fear of other correspondents going aside, 
would not have been so considerable. 

On the 14tb of June Carte sets them at ease 
in relation to Weston, who was, be says, as 
easy in his affairs as any man alive : Which 
might be the case, Kelly having burnt his 
papers, being bailed out, and at liberty to as- 
sure his friends, that the lords could get nothing 
out of bim at his examination* where ' he stre- 
nuously denied his. having ever hearjd of the 
names of Jones or IUington. 

On the 11th of June, Kelly sends bis friends 
at Paris an account of his late misfortune ; and 
after complaining of their neglect, in not bailing 
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bin/ out sooner, and intimating that such usage 
nyght have provoked a passionate man to be- 
tray their secrets ; he says, your old friend Rig 
indeed offered all that could be expected from 
the poor man. This passage proves pretty 
plainly that Rig was one of those whose secrets 
it was in Kelly's "power to have betrayed, and 
who therefore thought himself principally con- 
cerned to keep Kelly in good temper, by all 
possible offers of assistance. 

Kelly in his next letter of the 18th of June, 
says, " The occasion of my misfortune I will 
lay at nobody's door in particular, though 
your odd friend Rig seems to believe, it has 
rather proceeded from some pretended friend 
than any real enemy; and as his conjecture 
lies on this side, you may easily guess the point 
it tends to." This passage shews, that the 
discoveries made were known by Rig to be well 
founded, since no one could be led to suspect, 
that an information iruirely false should pro- 
ceed from some friend intirely in the secret ; 
besides, it shews Rig had friends, in whose 
power it was to betray him, and that those 
friends were known to the correspondents in 
France, since Kelly says, they are able to gness 
who it is that Rig suspects on this side. This 
is a farther intimation, that Rig bad friends. on 
the other side of the water, in whose power k 
was equally to have betrayed the secret. 

Kelly then tells Dillon, " That iris absolutely 
necessary to make no more use of their present 
nccompt book, since they that have got part, 
may by the same method have got the whole." 
This is a direct confession, that the names of 
Jones and IUington, and others on which Kelly 
was questioned, were really a Dart of the cy- 
pher in use between him and his correspond- 
ents in France : And as Kelly writ word that 
IUineton was the person principally struck at, 
and knew very well by Mrs. Barnes's confession 
about the dog, who IUington was understood 
to be, it amounts to a confession, that that 
exposition of the name of IUington was true. 

He then adds, " All that lies in my power 
now, will be to deliver to your cousin Rig any 
goods you can send by private hands, he being 
determined not to receive them any other way." 
So that by private hands Rig was still willing to 
receive them. 

However Kelly says, " If yout business can 
be conveyed any other way to him, you cannot 
do me a greater favour ; for to tell you the 
truth, it is against my opinion and inclination, 
to have any farther dealing that way." This 
shews what dealing Kelly had hitherto had, 
and at the same time explains how Carte comes 
to be employed in managing the bishop's cor- 
respondence for the future. 

Kelly adds, " That he does not know bow far 
this late affair may affect Rig;" This shews 
that he knew Rig was engaged in some cri- 
minal correspondence, since the receiving a 
dog from France, or being called by a fictitious 
name, could not otherwise have affected him* 

On the 16th of July, Carte writes a long 
letter about some MSS. and Weston'a opinion 
of them,, as also that of Finch. What if meant 



Digitized by 



Id] PARL. HISTORY, 9 George L 172$.— refcrfA^f to the Conspiracy. ' [let 



fey Manuscripts, does .not appear; neither is it 
certain who Finch is, but he is spoke of as 
being in high repute with Weston. 

On the 1st of August, Dillon writes to Carte, 
" That -he cannot apply to a more sufficient 
judge than Weston about his concern with 
Mr. Finch ; and he often repeats, that he 
makes a most particular case of iMr. Weston's 
judgment, that he rekes intirfely on Weston's 
friendship and advice," and other expressions" 
4>f the like nature. 

On the 14th of July, Dillon .writes a letter 
to Weston (the bishop) enclosed to Carte, in* 
the following words : 

4t To Mrs. Weston, inclosed to Mr. George Wil- 
liams at Mrs. Harbin's over against So- 
merset House. 
• " Dear Madam, Saturday, 25 July 1722. 

" X cannot on any reasonable grounds com- 
plain of your silence, though long it appears, 
because I am informed of the situation 
your health, and the, concerns of your family, 
are in by bankrupts and law-suits ; permit me 
however to fulfill a part of my duty in present- 
ing you my best respects, and unalterable at- 
tachment to you and yours. I wish this may 
find you so far recovered from past mischances, 
as that you may be once more in a humour of 
affording me a comfortable line. I have all 
the stock I bought lying by, and I intend it 
shall remain so, until you advise me of the 
proper time to dispose of it, being fully con- 
vinced that in the slippery age we live in; I 
cannot confide to any better than you. 1 hear 
many say that our stocks will infallibly rise 
again to a good height, by Mr. Wal pole's 
wise and able management ; from whence I 
should hope not to be so much a loser in re- 
serving mine. Still my lights at this distance 
-can be but very imperfect : Therefore, dear 
madam, I will earnestly pray your direction, 
when you find leisure to grant me this favour, 
as also of forgiving this trouble, for which I 
offer amends in any manner I can be of ser- 
vice to you. The few acquaintance of yours f 
converse with in these parts, are well, and 
rely, as I do, on your friendly advice, in a 
most particular manner about their concerns 
in the funds. They desire you will be pleased 
to admit Mr. Skinner to receive your commands, 
who is directed to call upon you, and explain 
some particulars too tedious for a letter. He 
seems to be very ready at business, and 
will obey your orders punctually. I am with 
the greatest esteem and sincerity, dear Madam, 
yours, &c. Digby." 

On the 16th of July, Dennis Kelly , writes 
word to France, that Skinner arrived in town 
the night before, that he had been to wait on 
him, longing much to know how the fall of 
Stocks affected his friends. 

Ob the 26th of July, Kelly writes to Dillon's 
secretary, " That Rig and Skin had been lately 
together, and that before they met, Rig had 
sent to him to know if Skin stood well with 
Dillon and partners." He adds, << That Rig 



still seems to promise his assistance, if. he can 
get the better of his suspicions ; and that Rig 
went into the country the day after Skin and he 
had [pen* together." It appears by a deposi- 
tion annexed to this Report, that the bishop 
came to town on the 19th, and returned to 
Brqnfdey on the 21st of July. > 

On the same day that Kelly writ, Stanley 
v who is the same with Skinner) writes to Dillon 
"I have been with your correspondent to whom 
the letter of credit was sent, who has partly an* 
swered my demands, and promises to comply 
in all points with your directions." 

He then adds, u I must now give you an ac- 
count of what product may be hoped for from 
the public fuuds." 

Then follows a paragraph, some few letters of 
which are in cypher, buc*as your Committee is 
informed, in such an easy and obvious one, that 
any one that reads it, may with tbe least atten- 
tion decypher it. In this paragraph, instead of 
saying a word about the funds, he acquaints 
Dillon, <r That they are certainly' betrayed by 
some one intireJy in the secret, who has given 
such light into all their affairs, that the most 
minute circumstances are perfectly found out ; 
that therefore he must caution him, as, he is re- 
quested, to be very careful who he converses 
with oven at Paris, without excepting any one." 
„ This paragraph explains sufficiently what is 
meant by stocks and funds ; and it is remark- 
able, that in Plunket's cypher, Brokers is ex- 
plained Agents. The owning themselves dis- 
covered by some one intirely in the secret, 
proves there was a secret, and that the disco- 
veries of the government were well founded. 

He then adds, " I have partly prevailed with 
the correspondent (Weston) to undertake what 
he had firmly resolved against, which is the pro- 
curing Arrack, which cannot fail succeeding By 
that channel. " And on tbe SOth of July, Cartt) 
writes to Dillon in the following words : 

"T had the honour of introducing Mr.jJtanly 
to Mr. West, who received biaTm tbe best man* 
ner, and assured him of his readiness to serve 
him in what he could. Mr. Stanley was much 
pleased with him, hut did nol engage him to 
solicit in his Arrack affair, which yet is of the 
greatest consequence to him, and Mr. W. is 
most capable of serving him in, because in the 
esteem of all the commissioners in whose powe'r 
it is to relieve him in the case. And as Mr« 
W. would do it effectually if engaged in it, so 
Mr. Stanly desires me to beg the favour of you 
to request the favour of Mr. W. in a letter from 
you to Mr. Stanley, which he is sure would for- 
tify the good inclinations Mr. W. has already to 
serve him, and effectually engage him in.the 
thing." - • 

Tbe original of this letter being stopped, is» 
as your Committee are informed, in Carte's 
own hand-writing. 

What is meant by these mysterious passages 
about Arrack, must be left to the conjecture of 
the House. - > 

If this be compared with the bishop's letter 
to Dillon, and with Panciers deposition, it i 

M ' . - 
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not improbable, that by Arrack may be meant 
contributions of money . 

Bat whatever is meant by it, the Committee 
observe, that it was a point of the'greatest im- 
portance to the conspirators, since it was thought 
necessary to be laboured by a person sent from 
France on purpose ; and the bishop's feluc- 
tancy to come into it argues it to have been 
something very dangerous, and beyond the or- 
dinary lengths of his. compliance. 

And they observe that the principal direction 
of the conspiracy under all the disguises of 
Stock, Manuscripts, and Arrack, is submitted 
to the bishop's judgment, on which, it is often 
said, they do intirely rely. 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the principal matters in the intercepted corres- 
pondence that relate to the bishop of Roches* 
ter more immediately, will now proceed to state 
to you what they find in the same correspond- 
ence relating to George Kelly, who, as has 
been shewn before, acted so much under the 
direction and influence of the bishop, that it 
cannot be supposed he would take any step of 
consequence in an affair of this nature, without 
the bishop's being at least made privy to it. 

The Committee forbear repeating what was- 
mentioned before about the heads of memorials 
to the Regent, brought by Kelly to Neynoe; 
but they find some further particulars in'Ney- 
noe's papers, relating to Kelly alone. 

"That Kelly had owned to him his having 
been formerly at Avignon while the Pretender 
was 4 there ; that At his return from France last 
winter, he brought over several papers and let- 
ters, and among the rest, one in French, in the 
haiM-writing of Dillon's secretary, iutitled, 
Reasons humbly offered to cardinal Du Bois, 
proving that the establishing the house of Stuart 
on the throne of England, preferably to that of 
Hanover) is the real interest of the crown of 
France, or to that effect. That this piece was 
brought to Neynoe to be 4 translated, which 
being written by a Papist, and turning much on 
the advantage that would accrue to Popery, 
Neynoe advised against publishing it. 

" Hhat Kelly told him at other times, that 
100,000/. nay 50,000/. would be sufficient for 
bringing in the Pretender, and that he would 
warrant the sum would be found.' 

** That whenever there happened to be a 
stand made for the 1 Pretender, great numbers of 
volunteers from France would appear for him," 
which agrees with the accounts sent from thence, 
and with the letter from Dillon's secretary about 
securing Sadlers, which Kelly explained to 
Neynoe to mean Irish soldiers.' 9 

Neynoe farther said, " That Kelly proposed 
to him to go over to France, and to settle in 
lord Lansdown's family, where be said he 
might be of service, and promised to make his 
reception easy." And your Committee observe, 
that the very time, when Neynoe was taken 
going to France, Kelly *rrit to Dillon's secretary, 
" That he would soon see a young fellow, whom 
he had mentioned to him some time before; 
mtkd that he might rely on his honesty/' 

Neynoe farther declared, " That Bioglejr bis 



fellow-traveller (now in custody) lodging injhe 
same house with Kelly, when Kelly was mt 
taken up, burnt a bundle of writings, he bad 
that day receive^ from Kelly." 

John Malone (formerly servant to Mrsr. 
Barnes) who waited on Kelly at his lodgings 
has deposed, that this Neynoe, John Plunklt 
now in custody, Carte, ' and Dermis Kelly, 
often visited George Kelly. 

As George Kelly is frequently designed by a 
great variety of fictitious names in the inter- 
cepted correspondence, the Committee think it 
proper first to apprise the House, what reason 
there is to assert, that those names do really 
belong to Kelly ; and then to shew the nature 
and import of the correspondence carried ' on 
under those names. 

It appears to your Committee, that since 
the beginning of April 1722, (t()e time of 
Kelly *s last return from France) a great num- 
ber of letters going to France, were" by order of 
the government opened, and copies of them 
taken, and thatseveral of those letters, though 
signed by different names, were observed by 
the clerks who copied them, to be all in the 
same handwriting, and one of the originals 
having been stopped for a specimen of the 
hand, and having been shewn to John Malone, 
he has deposed upon oath, that he had often 
seen George Kelly write, and that he believes 
it4:o be his hand. Three other papers seized 
at Mrs. Barnes's, having been shewn to Ma- 
love, he has sworn them severally to be Kelly's 
•writing, and the same three papers- having been 
shewn the clerks of the post office, they have 
sworn, That to the best of their knowledge and 
belief, as well the original letters stopped, as the 
others sent forwards, which were signed, some 
of them Johnson, others Hatfield, J. J. G. H. 
and Wilkins, were all in tbe same hand with 
those three pRpers so attested. 

This general proof fixes several of the names 
to belong to Kelly : and it is remarkable that 
if any of the names above mentioned be allow- 
ed to belong to Kelly, all the rest by which be 
signs or is directed to, n&ay, by the series of 
his- correspondence, be shewn to belong to the 
same person. 

But your Committee farther observe, that 
almost every individual name he makes use 
of is attended with some particular proof, 
which determines it to belong to him : of 
which notice will be taken as the names are 
mentioned. 

It has been observed already that he came 
from France ab,out the 19th of December, N, 
S. 1721, and that a letter was found among 
the bishop's papers dated the 16th of December, 
in which mention is made of a letter received 
by Johnson, and an answer returned some time 
before in Johnson's hand. 

Neynoe declared that the last memorial to 
the Regent, which Kelly employed him to draw 
up, was in December 1721> and that it con> 
tained a demand of 5,000 men for the assistance 
of the conspirators ; in February following 
Kelly went again to France, arid towards die 
end of April the government received unques- 
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tionable accounts, that repeated application 
had been made to the Regent for such a body of 
forces. 

The bishop in bis letters (writ soon after 
Kelly's return from France) acknowledges the 
receipt* of a letter and verbal instructions from 
Marr by Hatfield, and of a letter from, the 
Pretender by the same hand, and mentioos 
Hatfield as knowing his present unfitness for 
business. 

, But the letters signed Hatfield, which were 
copied at the post office, are sworn, to have 
been in the same hand with other papers which 
are sworn to be Kelly's hand writing : and it 
appears by a letter from Marr to Hatfield, 
that he was the person to whom the dog was 
sent for Illington, which shews Hatfield to be 
Kelly, and confirms Neynoe's information, 
that Kelly received letters directed by the name 
of Hatfield ; and it appears that be not only 
brought over letters from France, agreeably to 
what was told Mrs, Levett by Mrs. Barnes, aud 
confirmed by Neynoe; but that he was trusted 
with a letter to the bishop from Jackson the 
name made use of for the Pretender in Plunket's 
cypher, which cypher it is evident Kelly was 
.iO stranger to, since he makes use of several 
ether names* found in that cypher, to denote 
the very same persons that are there expressed 
and designed by those names. 

On the 21st of April Dillon's secretary writes 
to Joshua Vernon (which will be shewn to be 
another of Kelly's names) congratulating bis 
safe return ; and tells him, " That his first let- 
ter was very pleasing to Mr. Lane (which is ex- 
plained lord Marr in Plunket's cypher) who 
waited with much impatience for those or Mon- 
day, hoping to receive a more particular ac- 
count of his bills, which he daily becomes more 
pressed for, the prospect of a good vintage en- 
creasing by late showers which had dropped 
there, and raised the spirit of the labourers ; 
he adds, that it seems more plain, that on ad- 
vances of ready money, good bargains may be 
proposed." 

He afterwards tells him, " That Dillon-ad- 
vises the money which Kelly . mentioned in 
Clynton's hands should be equally divided be- 
tween Medley and the Pretender who <Syn« 
ton is does not appear to the Committee, but 
they see reason to believe from passages in 
other letters, that Medley means the late duke 
of Ormond. 

He then tells Kelly "That Farmer and family 
are well>and that Mrs. Hughes became so very 
uneasy she was dismissed and is on return."* 

This passage shews, that Farmer means the 
Pretender, it being well known thfft Mrs. 
Hughes was nurse to the Pretender's child, and 
was on her return to England about this time. 

From this letter yojjr Committee observe, 
that Kelly was etnployed by Marr and Dillon 
in soliciting supplies for the service of the con- 
spirators, and that he had acquainted them of 
a sum of money lodged in the hands of one, 
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whom they call Clynton, which tliey advised 
should be equally divided between the Pre- 
tender and Ormond ; whether Kelly was con- 
siderable enough to have this advice sent him ' 
for his own government and direction, or was 
only to be the channel for conveying it to some 
other person of greater distinction, is left to 
the consideration of the House. .* 

On the 23rd of April (as has been observed 
above) Kelly sent the bishop's packet of letters 
under coyer to Gordon at Boulogne, with or- 
ders to him to deliver it to a tall black man who 
would soon call oo him for it. 

This person is in other letters called Crow, 
and appears to yoar Committee by several con- 
current proofs to be James Talbot, an Irish 
Papist, concerned in the Preston rebellion, 
and now in the Spanish service. 

Kelly in bis examination before the Com- 
mittee owned his being intimately acquainted 
with this Talbot, and his having seen him the 
morning he left England : and a letter signed 
J. Talbot was seized among Mrs. Barnes's pam- 
pers, in the same hand with a; letter sent from 
France to Kelly, signed J. T. which is an an* 
swer to one writ by Kelly to Crow. • * 

On the 29tb of April Gordon acknowledges 
the receipt of a packet (already proved to be 
the bishop's) and says he delivered it to the 
gentleman as he was directed, who set out for < 
Paris on the 30th of April. On the 1st of 
May, Dillon's secretary writes to Kelly, " Your 
friend Crow is arrived safe, and delivered the 
three books you gave him, as directed. 
' On the 2nd 6f May, Dillon himself writes 
to James Baker (which will be shewn to be 
another of Kelly's names) and says, "I saw 
your acquaintance Crow two days ago, wha 
delivered me a present from my cousin Jones." 

And on the same day James Talbot writes to 
Kelly, " That Mr. Gordon gave him the packet 
at Boulogne, which he delivered safe oa Mon- 
day last as directed ; he adds, the person re- 
ceived me very obligingly, and was much more 
open to me than I expected. Then ? and since, 
be let me know be does not despair of doing 
his business." 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Dil- 
lon, " That Illington was, glad to hear he 
had received his Letters by Crow, and wished 
his next might be more to Dillon's satisfac*' 
tion." 

From these passages it appears at one view, 
that the bishop's letters were sent by Kelly to 
Boulogne by the post ; and thence conveyed 
to Dillon at Paris by Talbot, Kelly's intimate 
friend. ' 

On the 24th of April, Diilon's -secre- 
tary writes to Kelly a long account of one 
Xoland (Nicholas Wogan) who was to com- 
' raand one of the ships that was to be hired of 
some Swedish merchants at Cadiz. , 

This agrees with Mr. Crauiurd's letter of 
the 25th July N. S. 173^, in which be says 
that Nicholas Wogan was to have the com- 
mand of one of the ships under Morgan, one 
of which having been lately taken tit Genoa, 
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the commander (as your Committeeare inform* 
ed) has writ over hither, that she was hired of 
Some Swedish merchants at Cadiz, with several 
other circumstances, which agree intirely with 
this letter to . Kelly, and shew for what use 
those Swedish ships were hired. 

In the same Letter Dillon's secretary takes 
notice, " Jj&w kindly Freeman (the Pretender) 
had spoken of Kelly in his last." 

Ou the 30th of April, Kelly answers this 
letter? hut calls Nicholas Woejan by the name 
of Moore, and says, " I wish his # chief may 
succeed in his journey;" which being com- 
pared with the accounts sent about that time 
from Mr. Davenant at Rome, that the Pre- 
tender was preparing to embark, makes it more 
than probable that he is the chief, to whom 
Kelly wishes success. 

Kelly then gives an account of a very im- 
portant conversation he had with one Hore ; 
•who is meant by Hore, your Committee will 
not. take upon them positively to determine, 
but by comparing several passages of the let- 
ters together, it appears to them highly pro- 
bable, that it is sir Harry Goring, in which 
opinion they are the more confirmed by Hore's 
being mentioned as ill of the gout in France on 
the 14th of September; and Kelly takes notice 
in his pocket book^ that sir H. G. went to F. 
the 23d of August, which was the day before 
the bishop was taken up. 

In this letter, Kelly says, " Hore is most 
impatient to have a more satisfactory account 
from your side, and /hopes there may be room 
now to expect it, since there was nine remitted 
by Repney ; he will soon as he tells me, send 
yon two more, which with the twelve thousand 
arms provided by Mansfield's (Ormond's) rela- 
tions, and which are now ready to be sent 
wherever designed, and paid for too, will, he 
hopes, bring matters to some prospect of bear- 
ing." * \ 

Your Committee observe, that this im natience 
of Hore falls in, in point of time, with the ac- 
count lord Orrery gave Layer, that lord North 
and Grey, sir Harry Goring, lord Strafford, and 
others, were going to do a rash thing in favour 
of the Pretender. That it likewise agrees with 
the letter to Dodsworth mentioned in the 
former part of the report, where it is said, 
u TharTthe hopes given by G. to expect a great 
sum, and by N. that he had raised twenty thou- 
sand pounds, induced Orniond to supply Mor- 
gatf, and to make other necessary provisions ;" 
jiart of which provisions appear to have been 
the twelve thousand arms mentioned in Or- 
mond's letter of the 27th of April, in Mr. 
Stanhope 's the 8th of June, and again in this 
Jetter of Kelly's. 

Kelly adds, " That he hears Ormond conti- 
nues still upon the old string, that he can get no 
-officers, and says, I wjsh the sending over 
Hore's, &c. commissions may not do -more hurw 
than good, for that affair is already become no 
secret, and may pique some friends, as well as 
put ill wishers on their guard." ■ 1 

This passage shews that the scheme for an 



insurrection was at that time in such forward- 
ness, that commissions were actually sent over, 
and confirms the account of the late duke of 
Ormond's being expected with officers and arms 
to support it. 

On the 1st of May, O. S. Dillon's secretary 
writes to Kelly ; " That he believes they have 
a sufficient quantity of barrels bespoke, for the 
wine they intend to buy; and that he hopes 
Clynton and company have sent Malcom half 
money, which Hore said he had, to pay for the 
barrels which Jacobs has at his disposal." 

It has already been shewn that Malcom 
means the Pretender, and as Clynton's money, 
which was before to be divided between Or- 
mond and Jackson, is now to be sent half of it 
to Malcom, this is a farther confirmation that 
Jackson means the Pretender; and agrees 
with the intelligence from France of sums sent 
about this time to Ormond and the Pretender: 
In a letter to Kelly of the 2d of May was 
iuclosed one from Dillon to Jemison, who ap- 
pears to be some intimate friend of John 
Plunket's, and was present in France, when the 
cyphers were settled between Dillon and Kelly, 
but .his real name is undiscovered. 

In this Letter Dillon acquaints Jemison, 
" That Mrs. Freeman intends to bring her 
cause to a trial as soon as possible, and that be 
believes Mr. Abel's departure will be no de- 
triment to ber pretensions." This passage, 
compared with other letters, shews that by 
Freeman is meant the Pretender, and by Abel 
his Majesty, and confirms the design of an in- 
surrection at the beginning of May. 

Dillon then desires Jemison, " To assure bis 
cousin Rogers (John Plunket) of his best 
respects, and how much he depends on her 
friendly and kind offices in his family concerns, 
which have great need of so good assistance." 

Plunket being examined by the Committee 
in relation* to this letter, denied his knowing 
any such person. 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Dil- 
lon, acknowledging the receipt of the let- 
ter for Jemison, mentions a long discourse he 
had with one whom he calls Mr. Fox, who re- 
sented his being put out of the Pretender's ser- 
vice by Dillon ; hut Kelly endeavoured to con- 
vince him that Dillon had no hand in it, and 
laboured to regain him. Who Fox is, does not 
appear to your Committee. 

Kelly then takes notice, "That the Pre- 
tender's favours to Hore, &c. had given great 
offence, and that Rogers (Plunket) hearing of 
the freedom which Hore and some of his part- 
ners took with him, is much disobliged at it, and 
had ordered Jemison to tell DiHon so. 

Your Cormniitee observe from this passage, 
that Plunket was treated as one whom it was 
thought of consequence not to disoblige; and 
that Kelly was apprized of his intimacy with 
Dillon. 

Kelly then gives an account of his having 
called on Mrs. Medley's (the duchess of Or- 
mond's) chaplain. The Letter which desired 
him so to do, was directed to James Baker, 
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and tfiis in which he says he has called upon 
the chaplain is signed J. J. which shews that 
James. Baker is the same with J. J. which are 
the initial letters of James Johnson. 

v On the 10th of May, Keh*y writes to Dillon's 
secretary an account of the discoveries made by 
the government, and the encampment of the 
king* s forces ; but your Committee observe his 
assurances of success were so strong; that in 
the same letter he says, " The king will go 
abroad next month, and if you can then qora- 

?ass barrels enough, the sooner the wine comes, 
believe, the better." 

On the 19th of May he waytaken into cus- 
tody: and it appears to your Committee by the 
deposition of one of the messengers who seized 
him, that when he was seized he offered to draw 
bis sword, but was prevented. That the other 
messenger being called out of the room to res- 
cue one of their companions, who wasin dan- 
ger of being miiFdered in the street, Kelly call- 
ed to the people of the house to lock the door, 
and seizing his sword, which had been laid by 
in the window, drew it, and made a pass at the 
messenger, who verily believes he did it; with an 
intention to murder him ; that he afterwards 
made a second pass, and swore if he came in 
again he would stab him ; and said, that if the 
secretary of state who signed the warrant 
had been there he would have done the same. 
That the messenger going out to call for help, 
and returning within a minute, was told, that 
Kelly bad in the mean time burnt one of the 
papers seized«upon him. 

Another of the messengers has deposed* 
that before Kelly offered this violence* he had 
been shewn by the messengers the scutcheons 
or badges of their office^ and likewise had been 
shewn their warrant signed by one of the Se- 
cretaries of State ; that the warrant was also 
shewn to a person present in the room, who 
perused it, and declared to Kelly, that it was. 
a sufficient authority for apprehending him. 

Your Committee think it unnecessary to 
make any observation on a behaviour, which 
implies his having so strong a sense of his own 
guilt, that he rather chose to stand all the con- 
sequences of resisting and assaulting his Ma- 
jesty's messenger in the execution of his office, 
than to let his papers fall into the bands of the 
government, fearing (as may justly be conclu- 
ded) that such a discovery might prove fatal to 
bimself as well as others. 
' But your Committee find, that however-care- 
ful he was to destroy all his Papers, yet one was 
seised upon him and preserved, which is of it- 
' «elf sufficient to prove him concerned in the 
treasonable correspondence above set forth. 

It was a List of Directions in the following 
-words: 

" To Anthony Saunders, esq. or Mr. Joshua 
Vernon at Will's coffee-house, Covent-gardeo 4 
London. 

" To Mr; James Baker, or Arthur Stephens, 
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esq. at Burton's coffee-house, in King-street, 
St. James's, London." 

By the three first of these names most of the 
Letters to him above-mentioned came directed j 
and your Committee find, that a person having 
4>een employed to watch at Burton's coffee- 
house who should take up letters Jlirected to 
James Baker at that house, has deposed iipon 
oath, that ou the 14th of May, a letter so di- 
rected being left there by the postman, George 
Kelly came in and took the same, opened and 
read it, and went out of the house with a Let- 
ter in his pocket to Mrs. Barnes's. 

It appears to your Committee, that when he 
was examined before the lords the fist of 
May, 1722, he endeavoured to account for his 
receiving letters by various names, by saying, 
that one Mr. Talbot, who ' was under a cloud, 
and who went for France or Spain about a 
week before, had desired him to call at coffee- 
houses for letters directed to the said TJalbot 
by several names; and particularly that the 
letter directed to Baker, which he owned he 
took up, was, for the said Talbot. Yet your 
Committee observe that the said Talbot ar- 
rived at Boulogne on the* 25th of April, and 
did himself send a letter from Paris to Kelly 
on the 2nd of May, signed J. T. directed to 
Mr. James Baker at purton's coffee-house, 
aforesaid, and letters continued to be sent by 
that direction from Paris, till the time that 
Kelly was taken into custody, though Talbot 
was all that time in France. 

Kelly being examined by your Committee 
in relation to these letters, persisted in the 
same account, that the/ were for Talbot, end 
that the occasion of Talbot's going abroad, 
was, that Talbot had received' an account of 
general Crofton's being dead, and of his hav- 
ing left him what he had. Which particular, 
your Committee observe, agrees in part with 
Neynoe's account, that Kelly had shewn 4 him 
a letter at Burton's coffee-house, from Dillon's 
agent or secretary, in which it was said, that 
the death of general Crofton would be a great 
loss to Mansfield, which name Kelly explained 
to him to him to mean the late duke of Ormond. 

Kelly farther owned to your Committee, 
" That he went to France the beginning of the 
winter, 1721, and again the spring following, 
on account of transactions he had in the stocks 
there ; that he was desired by a brother of the 
lord Dillon's to carry over to general Dillon, 
an act of parliament relating to the estate of 
that family, but that this was the only paper he 
carried ; that he saw (Christopher Glascock, 
who is a captain in Dillon's regiment, and knew 
sir John D'Obryan who is Dillon's secretary, 
and had likewise seen Colin Campbell of Gleo- 
douroule, at coffee-houses, but had never spoke 
to the latter. 

Yet your Committee observe, that as in his 
letters he often sends services to sir John and 
Christy, he does also to Glen and Collins, 
which last name is explained Glenderoule in 
his own cypher taken among Dennis JUlly'a 
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papers. And when he was examined before 
the lords, he owned his having received let- 
ters from one Glasgow at Paris, which name in 
Flunket's Cypher is expressed by the fictitious 
name of Howell, and has been shewn above to 
mean the same with Quitwel, Querry, Bon- 
neville, and other names which belong to Dil- 
lon's secretary, and are subscribed to several 
treasonablAetters from France. 

% Kelly, denied to your Committee his being 
at all known to the late lord Marr, or Alexan- 
der Gordon of Boulogne, though he owned bis 
going by the name of Johnson, by which name 
the letter to Gordon was sign^, and the an- 
swer from Gordon directed, and the letter 
from Mar was directed to Hatfield, which name 
has been shewn to mean the same person as 
James Johnson, and has been proved by other 
circumstances tb belong to Kelly/ 

He owned his writing to a broken banker at 
Paris, by a fictitious name in relation to stocks, 
but said that he bad forgot the name, and that 
he never received a letter in his life signed by 
a fictitious name. 

But your Committee had reason to believe 
from the whole tenour of his behaviour at his 
examination, that he grossly prevaricated with 
them ; for at his first coming in, before he 
would make any answer, he very, formally in- 
sisted that nothing he should then Say should 
be made use of against his own life, nor as evi- 
dence against any other person : And upon 
these conditions be promised to answer directly 
to all questions that should be asked bim. 

Your Committee seeing some reason from 
t£e manner of his insisting upon these condi- 
tions, to believe that be was disposed to act 
ingenuously with them, ordered him to 1 with- 
draw, that they might consider amongst them- 
selves, how far it was in their power or proper 
for them to agree to conditions, which would 
have made his escalation of no effect ; and 
T upon his being catted in again, and receiving 
such answer as the Committee thought it in 
their power to give, he denied his knowing any 
thing at all of the conspiracy. This your 
Committee apprehend to be altogether incon- 
sistent with the conditions he insisted on, which 
manifestly implied that a confession of all he 
knew, might endanger his own life, as well as 
affect other persons ; but in the course of his 
examination he owned to them, that the pro- 
mise' they bad given him, was not satisfactory, 
though as he pretended, he could not have an- 
swered their questions in any other manner, if 
their promise had come up to the conditions 
he insisted on. - 

Your Committee observe, that Kelly was ad- 
mitted to bail from his first confinement about 
the 7th of June last, and they conceive it to he 
a* great aggravation of his guilt, that he imme- 
diately took advantage of this enlargement to 
resume the same treasonable correspondences, 
and to send triumphant accounts to France, of 
'tis having baffled the government by the bar- 
' dened obstinacy of bis behaviour, thereby im- 
proving, as/a* as in him lay, the liberty 



granted him by the favour and indulgence of 
the law, to the subversion of our happy con- 
stitution. For on the 11th of June, but a very 
few days after his being out on bail, he sent a 
long letter to Gerrard, (whom your Committee 
believe to be sir John D'Obryan, as has been 
already observed) in which, the better to dis- 
guise the matter, .he gives an account of his 
cousin's late misfortune, as from a third per- 
son ; but in a subsequent letter to Dillon the 
18th of June, he owns the writing this letter 
himself. 

In this Letter to Gerrard he says, " That he 
was bailed the Thursday before, and that the 
judges were never known so severe in any case 
of the like kind ; that most of the questions 
asked bim at his examination were about a 
little dog, which he got from a surgeon when 
he was last in France, that they mentioned no 
persons to him but general Dillon, and one 
Mr. Morgan ; that to the first he owns he is. a 
little known, having carried over an act of par- 
liament to him that concerned his family, but 
that the latter he never saw ; that lord Car- 
teret had a list of five or six pant names, as he 
called them, which were Illington, Jones, Cane, 
Howel, Quitwel, and Hacket, and what he 
never heard of before ; that however they 
would persuade him he knew some persons that 
were meant by those names, which he vows he 
never did, and whosoever Illington is, he was 
the person principally struck at. That he is 
not at all satisfied with the behaviour of his 
friends, that Gerrard's old friend Rig indeed 
offered all that could be expected of the poor 
man, but others in whose power it was to do 
more, shewed no concern at all for bis misfor- 
tune ; that he lay 10 days in the closest con- 
finement, without so much as a message from 
any of those that he depended most upon; 
that it is well be bad no secrets to reveal, since 
such usage might provoke a passionate man, 
aud that the world is pretty well convinced that 
be had not, since no persons seemed to be the 
least apprehensive thai he could do them any 
mischief. 

" That this shews what the friendship of 
some people is ; but whilst there is one righ- 
teous person, we must, for his sake, overlook 
greater misfortunes. 

" That be is very well, and under no great 
concern for any thing as * to himself but the 
expence, having more than his own to answer* 

" He concludes, with desiring Gerrard to 
direct under cover to Mr. Andrews, at the 
Dog and Duck in St. James's Street." 

Your Committee find that after this time' 
several Letters did come from France, directed 
to Mr. Andrews at the Dog and Duck ; and 
that the master of that house having been ex- 
amined, has deposed on oath, " That one An- 
drews ordered him to take in letters that 
should come bv the foreign post so directed, and 
that three of those letters were directed to the 
'Dog and Duck in King-street by mistake, bat 
were afterward brought to his house in St. 
James's Street, and taken up by Andrews, who 
happened to be there when they came in,* 
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It appears farther to your Committee, that 
the said Andrews having been examined, has 
deposed on oath, " That Mr. Johnson, alias 
Kelly, desired him to take in some letters di- 
rected to him, Andrews, at the Dog and Duck 
ale-house in St. James's Street; that he re- 
ceived in the whole four or five in the months 
of July, August, and September last, to the 
best of his remembrance, that they appeared 
by the charge of postage to be foreign letters, 
and that he delivered them unopened to the 
said Johnson, alias Kelly, who paid him the 
postage ; that he, Andrews, knew nothing of 
the contents, nor ever returned any answer to 
them." 

On the 18th of June, Kelly writes to Crow, 
(James Talbot) giving him an account of his 
late misfortune, and die reasons of his silence, 
and mentioning his design of going over into 
France, as soon as his appearance in West- 
minster-Hall should be over. 

" He then sends his service to all friends, 
particularly to sir John and Christy,, (sir John 
D'Obryan and Christopher ' Glascock) and 
desires Talbot to tell the latter he must find 
out some other address for him to write by, 
since he has good reasons for not using the 
former, which have prevented him for writing 
to him these ten days past, and that if it were 
to a French person, it would be so much t the 
better." 

Your Committee observe, that soon after a 
French direction to Monsieur Masonnenve, 
was sent over to Kelly by Christopher Glas- 
cock, which Kelly made use of for some time, 
and the original letter in Kelly's hand stopped 
at the post-office, is so directed. They like- 
wise observe the reasons which Kelly says he 
had, not to make use 6f the old directions, ap- 
pear evidently to have been, that he was ques- 
tioned before the lords on the names of Howel 
and Quit well, which were the names made use 
of for Glascock. 

He concludes his letter to Crow, with de- 
siring him to direct to him by the name of 
Wiikins at Will's coffee-house ; and your Com- 
mittee observe, that not long after a letter 
came signed J. T. and so directed ; which was 
stopped, and is in the same hand with the 
letter signed J. Talbot seized at Mrs. Barnes's', 
which confirms Talbot to be Crow. 

In this letter to Crow was inclosed one 
from Kelly to Dillon, by the name of Dixwell ; 
the substance of which has been partly set 
forth in that part of the Report, which relates 
to the bishop of Rochester. In this Letter 
" Be desires to be excused from meddling in 
business for some time ; but says, it does not 
proceed from any change of opinion, or resent- 
ment of the little concern that has been shewn 
iiim, but from a conviction, that without chang- 
ing both their method and their people, it will be 
impossible to make any thing of it/' 

Kelly adds in this letter : " Your corres- 
pondents at Will's and Burton's are gone, and 
desire you may write no more that way, and 
when you do me that favour, please to addrev 
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under cover to Mr. David Wiikins at Will's 
coffee house, Coveut- Garden, and not to An- 
drews, as I desired." . 

This passage confirms the list of directions to 
Will's and Burton'sjound in Kelly's pocket ; 
and shews that the letters to Wjlluns, as well 
as Andrews, were for Kelly, though, as is before 
observed, he denied the having evejr received 
any Letter under a fictitious name. 

On the 28th of June, James Talbot writes* 
to Kelly, " Congratulating him on his^enlarge- 
ment and behaviour, and expressing his sur- 
prise, that he should at such a juncture hare 
reason to complain of want of friends." 

On the same day, Glascock writes to'Ireton 
under cover to Andrews ; and as Andrews de- 
livered these letters unopened to Kelly, this 
shews that Ireton is another name for Kelly, of 
which the matter of the letters furnishes abun- 
dant proof. 

In this letter Glascock takes notice, that 
Kell/s Letter to Chitwood came safe. This 
refers to Kelly's Letter of the 18th to Dixwell, 
and shews Chitwood to be another name for 
Dillon. 

" That what he had recommended in rela- 
tion to the new book of accounts would be ob- 
served, and that Forrester had the same ad- 
vice given to him and Ormonde." Who For- 
rester is does not appear to the Committee, 
but as he is mentioned here with the late duke 
of Ormond, be is probably the person, who 
wrote the letters to Dumville and Dodsworth 
above-mentioned. - 

Glascock then -tells him, " That Ormonde 
had expressed much concern for what had be- 
fallen Kelly. He afterwards desires the partt^ 
culars of his esse, and to know what is want- 
ing for paying off the doctor's and apothecary's 
bills, acknowledges the receipt of a letter from 
Rogers, and inquires after Jemison." 

On the 28th of June, Kell^ writes to Talbot, 
" Of the neglect that bad been shewn him, and 
the reasons that he had to decline any farther 
traffic with the merchants here ; he says, if Tal- 
bot perceives no likelihood of a sudden change 
for the better, he must retire to some cheap 
part of the. country, if Dillon allows of it; ex- 
presses his great obligations to Dillon, and his 
readiness to execute any private commands of 
his;" and adds, (what appears to your Com- 
mittee very remarkable) " If I were in a condi- 
tion to bear the weight of public business, Dil- 
lon should never be at the trouble to employ 
another ; but that he is heartily sorry Dillofl 
himself has dona it so long, for ungrateful 
people on this side ; says, he never intended to 
trouble his friends on this side on his own pri- 
vate account, hut public ones of this nature are 
what he thinks they ought to take care of, since 
they are best able to do it, and expect the best 
returns for it." 

Your Committee observe from these pas- 
sages, that, though Kelly would have it be- 
lieved he only coresponded with persona in 
France on private affairs, relating to the stocks, 
yet he here owns in effect, that he had beea 
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trusted with affairs of a public nature, ind that 
those transactions having brought on him the 
displeasure of the government, it was reason* 
ttble for him to hope for support from those in 
England, who expected the best returns from 
his and Dillon's joint labours. 

Your Committee farther observe, that this 
letter was directed to Crow, and yet in it was 
. inclosed one from Ireland, relating to family 
f affairs, directed to James Talbot, esq. 

On'the 4th of July, Glascock writes to Kelly, 
" That Dillon intended to have sent him a 
letter of credit by this post , drawn on Mr. 
Harrold, but kept it back till he heard from him 
for fear by removal into the country, or by any 
other accident, it should be lost." 

On the 1 1th of July, Glascock repeats the 
same, and his suspicion that the letters to An- 
drews had miscarried. Then acquaints Kelly 
with kind expressions that he had seen from 
Dr. Freeman and Mrs. Malcolm (the Pretender 
and his spouse) in relation to Hawksby's iirst 
operation in his late violent distemper. 

Your Committee observe from what follows 
in this letter, that, though in Plunket's cy- 
pher Hawksby stands for king George, yet in 
the Pretender's cypher it stands for George 
without any addition, and appears for that 
reason to be made use of to denote George 
Kelly in this place, fie that as it will, it is 
evident from what follows, that Kelly is the 
person here meant 

The Pretender's words mentioned in this 
letter are as follows. 

" Hawksby's steady and resolute behaviour 
in the first operation answers the good opinion 
I have long had of him: Iam*fulJy persuaded 
that all the surgeons will do hereafter shall not 
be able to alter his temper ; and I hope 'he* will 
come off with patience and a short confinement, 
by which bis health will become more perfect 
and satisfactory to/his friends/' 

Glascock then adds, " Mrs. Malcolm (the 
Pretender's spouse) in her short way, of expres- 
sion, says, I am truly glad that honest Hawksby 
'is recovered, for I take him to be a very' va- 
luable man." 

Then he says, " I know these compliments 
will be comfortable to a sick person from bis 
tfrtends, for which reason I trouble you with" 
■them, as a proof of my attention towards one 
I wish so well." * 

These last words shew, that this comfort was 
intended for Kelly, to support him under his 
trouble, which is disguised under the notion of 
sickness: and your Committee thinkHt unne- 
cessary for them to make any observation on a 
passage, which shews so plainly for whose sake 
it was understood he had brought this trouble 
on himself. 

Glascock next tells him, u That as he is upon 
regulating his new book of accounts, he should 
be glad to know whether Kelly and Jemison 
had those by $em, they and Glascock rectified 
together." 

✓ This sliews that Kellv's journeys into France 
jwtre not wholly on private affairs, and con* 



'firms Neynoe's account of his naving seen 
cyphers in Kelly's hands, and is again con- 
firmed by the cypher fotmd among Dennis 
Kelly's papers, which is in George Kelly's 
hand-writing. 

Glascock then tends him the French direc- 
tion he had desired. ; 

. On the 17th of July, Glascock writes again to 
Kelly to let him know why the bill- was not 
sent, and to desire a sure address. lie likewise 
cautions Kelly not to draw any more qn Digby r 
but on Messieurs Chitwood and Duplessis, at 
Mr. Hues, banker, rue de la Monnoye. Your 
Committee observe that this was about the 
time that Mr. Cjraufurd made the discovery 
above related about the * name of Digby, and 
that for some time after Kelly directs his Let* 
ters for Dillon to Duplessis, till a new cypher, 
which be, Kelly, sent over afterwards, came to 
be made use of. 

On the lSHh of July, Kelly writes to Glascock, 
that Mr. Andrews received the several Letters 
from Glascock all together; which was. occa- 
sioned by a mistake in directing them to King's 
street, instead of St. James's, which agrees with 
Andrews deposition above-mentioned. 

He then " Returns thanks for the letter of 
credit intended him, and says it will come safe 
either tor Mr. Wilkin's at Will's coffee house, 
or to Mr. Andrews at the Dog and Duck.* 
This compared with Andrews's deposition, 
shews that the bill was for 'Kelly himself; 
which .observation the Committee think it 
proper to make, because, wfien he was exa- 
mined before them in relation to the letters » 
directed to Andrews, though nothing was said' 
to him about the said bill, be immediately, en- 
deavoured to explain away that matter hy the 
following prevarication. 

He said, u He bad, been desired by one Mrs. 
Oxburgh in the city, daughter to him who was 
executed, to receive some letters for her from 
abroad, and that he did not know, but he 
might employ one Andrews, or some other 
friend to take up such letters. That he had 
likewise received sqme money. on a bill for the 
said Mrs. Oxburgh, of a little man, a banker 
in Loth bury, or somewhere behind the Ex- 
change, and that he had iudorsed the bill with 
his own hand." i 

Your Committee observe that this last cir- 
cumstance makes it probable the bill was for 
himself, since his indorsement on a foreign bill 
(which is not usually made payable to the 
bearer) would not have entitled him to have 
received the money, nor have been a sufficient 
discharge, except the bill had been made pay- 
able to him. 

They likewise observe, that Mr. Martin 
Harold, on whom the bill was drawn, whom 
Kelly avoided to name, docs live behind the 
Exchange, though not in Lothbury; and in 
Glascock's letter of tbe 24th of July, Kelly is 
particularly directed to indorse the bill on 
Harold with his own name. Your Committee 
submit it to the consideration of tbe House* 
whether it is not evident from these circua* 
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Stances, thatRelly received the srfid money for 
hi* awn twe, as a reward for feis sufferings, and 
an encouragement to , persist m his obsti- 
nacy. 

OH the S3rd 6f Julv, Keffy writes to f albot, 
"That tfri* bill, and the hope* of success in 
Anothet paVticufatf, when the terrn is over, 
tttafee? hka l a> little eas^.* 

" That as to what they had so often talked 
About, he did not kooSv ivhat t6 stty to' if!, and 
ifcat Nicholas Wogan's return gave him the 
less hopes of it, but that he heard the Beaoiifui 
Squire Was CertainTy determined on something, 
bit when, and in what manner, is what he 
knows nothing of." Who is meant by the 
Beautiful Squire^ the * Committee cannot take^ 
upon then* to determine ; but they observe' this 
letter was writ the day after Layer's return by 
Epping from Norfolk, at which time he told 
Plunket, That the Pretender's friends would 
rod down the ministry and king George in a 
Kttte time, and bring the law-suft to bear on 
their own bottom, independent of the Regent 
•r any bod i else as is related in Plonkers 
letter of rhe Same date with fbis of Kelly's. 

On the 2d of August, ICeffy Writes to Glas- 
cock, "That he had received the bill. That 
hi* Letter of Licence is not out! tffl the end of 
October, and that his creditors threaten then 
to shew him- no mercy; in the mean time he 
rinis* hope the best, and wish that some good 
turn of fortune may enable him to do them 
ftiscicV 

lie adds, " that he expected to have sent 
the state of their accounts before now, but that 
the gentleman who was to carry them, met 
with an accident the other night, which pre- 
vented brtn, therefore he cannot no it till he 
recovers*, or some other opportunity offers 
Then sends a long account of Dennis Kelly's 
Being tal^en up. 

On the 6th of August he sends the same ac- 
COttin to Dillon, and mentions the great terror 
th* guards are utlder from informers ; which in- 
telligence your Committee observe, was thought 
Considerable enough to make an article in the 
Pretender's late deciaratipn. 

Oft the same day he sends Glascock au ac- 
*ount of Sample's, Cotton's and one Campbell's 
being tiakeh up^ *« That there were reports of 
one sir Harry* GbririgV being taken, and of 
firces being sent for the lord 0 North and Grey, 
lord Strafford, and other persons of quality ; but 
thfit be finds that there is no truth in them, 
and is told that the two last are come to town. 
He" then desires to know Dillon's private 
thought from whence the ill report of his 
consih VciTctomstanCes comes,, which has occa- 
sioned this severity from his creditors, and says, 
he hopes soon to send the state of their ac- 
counts, which has hitherto beeri delayed for 
w%ant of a proper hand." 

Oh the 9th of August, Kelly writes to Glas- 
cock, " That Den is comd to town and behaves 
like a friend ; but that Rep id still in the coun- 
try, loftf so is Ho; antf mat the latter had 
earnestly desired Kelly to go to him for a few 
Vot,VHI. 



\7Q3.~~rciaiijtg b ife Conspiracy. [tib 

days* which 1 he\ hafrf hopes of doing, out in* 
tended to nVale but a short stay." 

Tour Committee see reason to believe, thai 
tff Ho is meant Hore ; and. they find au entry 
into Kelly's pocket-boot of his haying been at 
Mrs. H's, and another eniry In these words j 
to enquire for Mr. — — at Mr. W Attain Bay- 
sink's at Horn-Dean, whjcji is a house muct 
frequented by sir Harry Goring, as appears bj 
d deposition annexed? to this report*. 

Who are meant by Den and Rep you* Com* 
mittee will not take upon them to determine* 
though diey think this letter, compared wid{ 
that writ three days before, may lead to a disco* 
very of the persons meant* 

Oh the 13th of August, Kelly writes agajri td 
Glascock, <k That he intends to visit H. who be- 
ing at a pretty good distance in the country, he 
cannot return under four or five days.'* Which 
. agrees* with the circumstance of his going down 
as far as Horn-Deah near Petersfield. 

He afterwards adds a very remarkable para* 
graph in these Words : " What would you advise 
poor Trotter to do ? he is ready to ta£e a xoy* 
age any where, and is, you know, an honest, and 
\ fit person for thfct business ; he has wrote, vent 
earnestly to me for my advice, which I tojqf 
him I could not give till I heard froha you^' ; 

Yobt Committee think it their duty to ob- 
serve to the House, that in the cypher found 
among Dennys Kelly's pap'ers, in George bel- 
ly's ovim hand-writing, Trotter^ is one of 4 the 
fictitious names set over against the name of 
Carte, and that on the day this letter wa* 
writ his Majesty had* issued his royal proclama* 
ti'on for apprehending the said Carte $ against 
whom it is there set forth, a warrant had been 
issued by one of the secretaries of Slate fop 
treasonable practices, and that he had abscond* 
ed and fled from justice. 

Yet it appears from this letter, that GeQrg* 
Kelly, far from discovering where the said Carte 
was concealed, was desirous^ to promote his 
escape, by getting him invited to undertake a 
voyage intb foreign parts;, and that notwith* 
standing the treasonable practices alleged 
against him, he here gives him the testim6nial 
of an honest man, owns his having had 'com* 
munication with him by letter, after the time 
of his escape, solicited Glascock in his favour, 
and undertakes to aid and assist the saidf Carte 
with his advice, as soon as he should hare af^ 
answer from Glascock. 

On the 13th of August, Glapcock Writes 
again to Kelly, in relation to the bill on Harold, 
and mentions his expecting the gentleman soon 
that was to clear accounts. . 1 

He afterwards tells Kelly, " That Mrs. Jtus- 
grave had received advice from her father, that 
she is not to expect a farthing of the allowance, 
dtfe to her for the time past, or to come* which 
Allen had procured a seizure of, on account of 
- her husband's debts and mismanagement." 

Your Committee from comparing this lette* 
With others where Musgrave is mentioned, ancl 
from observing the date* see reason to believe, 
thayhis passage relates to the stopping tt pfy* 
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•ton, which the Committee are informed by his 4 
Majesty's singular bounty and indulgence, and 
upon application from the late lord Marr, and 
promise of services, was allowed to him ; and 
they cannot reflect, without indignation and 
astonishment, on the black ingratitude of per- 
sons, who, while they were in a great measure 
subsisted by bis Majesty's unexampled libera- 
lity, were labouring by the most wicked and 
unjustifiable practices to dispossess him of his 
crown, and to destroy his sacred life. 

On the 17th of August, Glascock writes again 
to Kelly, and among other things says, " He is 
contriving to get at Barker for a relief in favour 
of Farmer's (the Pretender's) children, in case 
their step-father should pretend to deprive 
them of their due." It appears by another 
letter, Barker means some considerable person 
in France ; but what this passage particularly 
relates to your Committee cannot with cer- 
tainty determine. However, they have thought 
it their duty to lay this and other ebscure pas- 
sages before the House, that it may be seen 
how much it is in the power of persons now in 
custody to discover, and of what importance it 
is to the safety of his Majesty's government, 
that such discovery should be required at their 
bands. 

On the 20th of August, three days before the 
bishop of Rochester was taken into custody, 
Kelly writes to Glascock (the priginal of which 
letter is stopped, and sworn to be his han(f- 
writing,) and says, your cousins Ireton aud 
Wilkins are both gone into the country, and 
earnestly beg the favour of you not to write to 
x them any more, for which you will soon know 
the reasons. 

On the 30th of August he writes to Dillon ; 
and after giving a very long and particular ac- 
count of all the circumstances of the bishop's 
being taken unexamined and committed to the 
Tower, he says, li You are by. this satisfied of 
the reasons of* my late silence/' Your Com- 
mittee observe, that these passages shew the 
connection, which Kelly thought there was be- 
tween the bishop and himself. 

In the same letter of the 20th of August, 
your Committee observe another very remark- 
able circumstance; Kelly says, iT.at he is going 
to the country that day, and he had said before 
that he was going to Mr. Hore's. 

In his poCket-book notice is taken, that sir 
H. G. went to F. on the 23d. 

On the 14th September, Glascock writes him 
word u That Mrs. Hore was under a fit of her 
old sickness at Rouen : but that it was not safe, 
fbr many good reasons, to have her transport- 
ed to Pans* there being abundance of quacks 
going about, which cause much mischief.' ' 

From this time forwards Kelly makes use of 
a new cypher of names, and new directions to 
his Letters. 

On the 27th Kelly writes again, and says 
" Thajt since Mr, G. Sampson went, he has not 
heard* a syllable from his correspondents in 
France, which has been a great detriment- to 
several of their friends," 
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On the 9th of October Glascock sends him 
word, " That all the letters he wrote by the 
Post, came safe ; but that he bad not yet seen 
the person, who was to deliver him the parti- 
cular instructions and address he was to make 
use of, that person being still detaineaVin the 
country; but that be had taken. measures to 
get from him the memorandum Kelly bad given 
him." 4 . 

On the 17th of October, Glascock seeds 
Kelly word, " That the book of accounts sent 
by 6. Saunders is at last come to hand, though 
the person that brought it is still in the coun- 
try, so that they are now in a condition to set* 
tie accounts with Kelly." And from this time 
forward, the correspondents in France make 
nse of a new cypher of names, and new direc- 
tions to their letters. ] 

From all these circumstances, your Com- 
mittee see reason to believe, that Kelly sent 
over a new cypher, and a new list of directions 
to France by sir Harry Goring ; in which they 
are the more confirmed, by observing that this 
new cypher appears framed in such a manner, 
that the initial letters of the real names are 
always prefixed to the fictitious ones, which 
last are frequently varied, but the initial letter 
never. This will be more clearly understood 
by instancing in one of the names. 

The person who carried over the cypher and 
list of directions from Kelly, is in some letters 
called G. Sampson, in others, G. Stephenson, 
G. Saunders, and G. Samford ; and appears to 
be the same with Mrs. Hore, who was observed 
before to be probably sir Harry Goring. 

Your Committee farther observe, That all j 
the names made use of in the new directions, I 
were entered by KeUy in the pocket-book that i 
was taken upon him when he was last, seized, 
with such marks and observations before them> 
as need no great, explanation. Over-against 
the names of Bonnaville and Disode, is writ 
the / abbreviation Glas. and .a letter signed 
Disode, having been stopped at the post-office, 
appears to be in the same hand as those signed 
Howell, Quitwell, Querry, &c. which were 
shewn above to have been writ by Glascock* 
Over-against Brisac and Du Puy, is writ Slur; 
and your Committee find that letters came for 
Kelly directed by these names to Sturgis's coP» 
fee-bouse. Over-against Contade and Lunelle, 
is writ Slau; and your Committee fijwt, that 
letters thus directed were left fq? him at 
Slaughter's coffee-house. 

The Committee are sensible, That their en- 
tering into so minute a detail, must be tedious 
to the House, but as the conspirators have been- 
been no less industrious, than they are obsti- 
nate in concealing their treason, your Com- 
mittee have thought it their duty to trace it 
through every disguise, as near as they «ould» 
and to lay before the House every circumstance 
which may any way tend to a discovery so ne- 
cessary fbr the safety and quiet of these king- 
doms, and yet so little to be hoped for from the 
present temper anil disposition of the conspi? 
ratoxs themselves* . 
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The first of Kelly's Letters, writ in this new 
cypher, is of the 10th of September, directed to 
Bonneville' (Glascock) Hinder cover to Hoes, 
banker at Paris. 

In this he says, I hope yon have seen G. 
Stevenson before now, and mentions a trunk 
that he is soon to send to him ; wbich circum- 
stance shews he is the same person meant by 
G. Sandford in other letters. 

He then takes notice of a young fellow that 
he had recommended, which was observed be- 
fore to be probably Neyuoe, and earnestly 
begs the goods he carries with him may be dis- 
posed of at any rate;, and, if possible without, 
Mr. L. Crawford's or his partners being con- 
cerned in the bargain." Your Committee ob- 
serve from Neynoe's informations, that he was 
to be recommended by Kelly to lord Lans- 
down's family. They likewise observe from 
several other letters that Dillon, upon the N 
caution given him by Skinner from the bishop 
of Rochester, was grown very jealous of his 
former friends at Paris; from which circum- 
stances, they think it probable, that by L. 
Crawford, is meant lord Lansdown. 

He then adds, " Your cousin C. Saunders is 
welly and with a friend in the country, who will 
take particular care of her, till a better service 
can* be got for her." 

This compared with what be says in his let- 
ter of the 13th of August, of Trotter's having 
writ to him for advice, and wanting to be em- 
ployed in a voyage or other business, makes it 
probable that by C. Saunders is meant 
Carte. 

He then adds, "Your relations N. Crone 
and S. Farrel have made several bargains for 
ready money in the third subscription ; and as 
the time allowed by parliament for non-prose- 
eution will be out as soon as it sits, their cre- 
ditors will then fall upon them and all their 
friends, and put them in jail, except you can 
send them some relief: and though your ac- 
tions are at a very low price, however, I be- 
lieve, they would be extremely pleased to have 
them sold at any rate, to enable them to pacify 
their creditors on this side, and to put them iu a 
state of safety/' 

It has been observed that the conspiracy is 
often treated of under the cant of stocks ; and 
whether this third subscription mav not mean 
the third period of time fixed by the conspira- 
tors, and the relief desired be not some assist- 
ance from abroad, is submitted to the conside- 
ration of the House. 

That this passage cannot be understood in 
the literal sense, is evident from its being said, 
that the time of non-prosecution expires at the 
sitting of thejparUament ; but your Committee 
apprehend, that the meaning of this paragraph 
is fully explained by another in the same letter, 
in which Kelly says, " There is no prospect of 
the state prisoners getting out till next term ; 
and if the Habeas Corpus act be suspended at 
the meeting of the parliament, they will remain 
during the government's pleasure, and perhaps 
have company enough," Who are meant by 
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N. Crone and S. Farrel, is submitted to the 
conjecture of the House. 

His next letter to Glascock is of the 27th of 
September, in which he complains, " That he 
has not heard a syllable from D. Gainer (Dil- 
lon probably) or G. Roberts (Glascock pro- 
bably) since Mr. G. Sampson (Goring) went, 
which has been no smaU 'detriment to some of 
their friends." He adds, " The term being 
soon at hand, we shall be much at a loss how 
to martage without their advice, which G. 
Sampson positively promised to send a speedy 
account of." 

" The situation of your friends stands much 
as it did, and nothing has happened of late in 
your family to ease their losses, or mend their 
condition." 

He then gives a /long account of the lord 
North and Grey's being seized at Portsmouth, 
and of his being to- be brought to town, that 
night ; and concludes thus : 

" I must now plainly tell you, that I am 
afraid your cousin N. Clifton is in a very bad 
way, and a person (whom he lately employed 
to manage some things for him, particularly to 
compound some S. Sea bargains) has not been 
true to him ; for his creditors have actually put 
him in jail, and except you can contrive to 
seud him some relief from what effects he put 
into your Missisippi (for I* do not find he has 
any other prospect) his con6nement will prove 
fatal to him.. You know his worth, and for 
Heaven's sake do not forsake him." 

This letter being mentioned to be writ on 
the day lord North and Grey was brought up 
in custody, your Committee cannot but be led 
to conjecture, that by N. Clifton is meant the, 
said lord, and that the person said to be em- 
ployed by him, and suspected of being false to 
him, is either Lynch or Layer ; and if this coo* 
jecture be admitted, it is not improbable that 
by N. Crone, in the former letter, may be 
meant the said lord North. 

On the 20th Oct. Glascock writes to Kelly, 
" That D. Gainer (who in another part of the 
letter, is called D. Gregory, and is probably 
Dillon) thinks very seriously of the commis- 
sions with which Kelly had charged him for his 
friends, and does not refuse to employ his 
whole credit in that affair; but that one single 
article had consumed the bill of exchange, 
which N. Cleaton seut, and that there is not 
any other come that Dillon knows of." 

Here N. Cleaton means evidently the same 
as N. Clifton in Kelly's letter, and it appears 
he had sent a bill of exchange to France, which 
was all consumed in one single article of ex- 
pence. In former letters notice was taken of 
a bill of exchange sent over by llepney, and of 
20,000/. raised by N. 

In the same letter, Glascock takes notice of 
some goods sent by Contade and Lunelle for 
Kelly's use, wbich he desires Kelly to send for, 
and to acknowledge the receipt of them care- 
fully. 

It appears to your Committee, that these 
goods were the Pretender's declarations, which 
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came iack>sed that post, or the neju, under 
blank covers to Contact end Lunelle at Slangb^ 
jter's Q&^aje-bouse, agreeable to the memoran- 
dum in. Kelly's pocket-book. 

In another part of the foregoing letter, it is 
»aid, that Mr. G. Sampson has sent over bis 
/prpj«ct of accommodation, &nd waits the event 
of it ; which it is probable relates to the same 
declaration. . 

Kelly being examined by the Committee in 
relation to the names in his pocket-book said, 
*' They were names of persons, with whom he 
bad transacted stock-affairs in France several 
years ago; He owned be had seen letters at 
Slaughter's and Sturgis's Coffee-house directed . 
by some of thpse names, but that it might easily 
happen, that there might be persons in England 
of the same names with others in France ; and 
that it was his misfortune letters should come 
directed by those .names* He insisted, that his 
pocket-book, though taken upon him, was an 
oJ4 ojne, tba^had lain by neglected these three 
years." Yet your Committee observe, the me- 
morandums in it were of a late date, and con- 
tained a particular account of the time of his 
jouraies to arid from France, and of the days 
en which he and Dennis Kelly, and the bishop 
of Rochester were taken into custody. 
. The House will observe, that this long and 
particular account of George Kelly is extracted 
ou,| of such papers and informations, as were in 
the hands of the government relating to him, 
supported by such explications as seem to the 
Committee naturally to arise from comparing 
the several parts of them together ; but that 
be himself upon his examination refused to 
wake the least discovery that might give light 
tQ any pact of ibis treasonable correspondence, 
though he plainly intimated he had it in his 
ppwer to do it. Aiyd if in some particulars, 
the Committee should have failed shout of the 
true and genuine explanation of the names, or 
other facts, which may easily have happened 
in unfolding such variety of matter, so indus- 
triously wrapt up in the utmost obscurity ; yet 
they conceive it will not lessen the credit of 
those facts in general relating to him, which 
are supported by unquestionable evidence, not- 
withstanding bis denying of tbera, and pretarw 
Csting sq grossly with the Committee, 

. Your Committee will now proceed to lay be- 
fore you saoh particulars, as they have col- 
lected from the papers referred to them, relat- 
ing to Dennis Kelly, esq. who appears to them, 
fro» several passages in the intercepted let- 
ters, to have anted in concert with the other 
Kelly, and behaved himself with the same ob- 
stinacy on his examination before them. 
• Your Committee see reason to believe, that 
|be several fictitious names of Kirton, Kille- 
grew, Sandford, St. George, and Hubberts,are 
made use of in the intercepted letters to ex- 
prats one and the- same person ; and as this 
person is frequently spoken of as living at the 
* Cockpit, as being himself ill of a fever and ague 
fart w. \m WWner, as baring a daughter who 
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was tronWed with returns of spitting blood at 
particular times there mentioned, and as being 
to set out with bis family for France by Dieppe, 
the latter end ok July; these seveaal csiv 
comstances being confirmed to year Commit- 
tee by the written examinations pf Mr. Bonni e 
Kelly's servants to have been true of biesv oad 
being in the opinion of the Committee appgV 
cable to no one else, they see Mason to ©onr 
elude, that what is affirmed in the intercepted 
correspondence of the person designed bjr tba 
names above-mentioned, is affirmed of hint. 

Your Committee have likewise beep irfoffn* 
ed, that enquiry having been made at the Bri* 
tish coffee-bouse, who took up letters directed 
thither by the name of Saodford, it was found 
that one Mr. Kelly, who frequented that house, 
took them up. And a letter from France so 
directed, having been copied at the poetroflsoe, 
and then delivered out, the original of the said 
Letter, signed M. Digby, was found in Dennis 
Kelly's pocket, when he was taken op, ae ap- 
pears by the affidavit of the messenger, who 
seized him. 

In this Letter Dig by sends his service to his 
cousin Ireton, which has been shewn above to I 
be one of the names belonging to George KeUy; ■ 
and also mentions Hove, who has been already 
explained to be probably sir Harry Goring. 

Your Committee observe, that the said Let- 
ter was writ in the same hand, with another 
signed J. Gerrard, which was likewise sound 
among Dennis Kelly's papers, and has been 
observed above to be probably the same toade 
use of by sir John D'Obryan, whom George j 
Kelly declared to be secretary to DiUoo. j 

They farther observe, that both these Let* ' 
ters, signed Gerrard and Digl>y-, were in the 
same hand with others found in his custody re- 
lating to Dillon's private affairs, which confirms 
Digby fa) be Dillon, and Gerrard to be one, 
whose hand Dillon makes use of for bis dis- 
patches. 

Another fragment of a Letter was found 
among his papers, mentioning the names M 
Ireton and Hore, which is in the same hand 
with the Letters to Piunket, signed Drxwelk 
and Howell, and is therefore probably the writ- 
ing of Christopher Glascock, George Kelly's 
correspondent. 

Some other papers were also found in his 
custody, mentioning others of the* fictitious 
names used in George Kelly's Letters, as also a 
long list of names, with fictitious names over 
against them, and a cypher of figures, which 
appear to be George Kerry'* hand-wrkiug, and 
are sworn, by the clerks of the post-oihOe, to 
be the same hand in which the Letters signed 
Johnson, Hatfield, &c. Were Writ. Jt has ak 
ready been observed, that this cypher of fiejoret 
is found to be a supplement to the cypher in 
which the Letters of the late duke of Ormonde, 
and the bishop «f Rochester were writ; and 
that the said cypher last -mentioned is made use 
of in one ef the intercepted Jitters from £9u> 
Ion to Dennis Kelly. 

There was,o4so fcuod among tyt oapers^ en. 
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mmt- list of the Jporteijag of his Majesty's 
ferae* ft little bcteie the time of the election 
•nil a acherae for meting by-boats between 
London and Boulogne, which seems referred 
to in the Lette* between George Kelly and 
Ctodon of Boulogne. 

There was also token among hit papers, a 
fragment of a very treasonable Letter, signed 
F. M. which your Committee conjecture was 
from one Francis M aonamara, a person ceor 
corned io the 'former rebewoo, there being 
x OAQtbor Letter among bis papers, with the name 
«t length, in the same hand. 

Your Committee have laid together these 
several circumstances, that it may appear pen- 
Bts Keltj was concerned in the treasonable 
correspondence, which is confirmed by Mr. 
Crawtord's Letter from Paris, 19*90 of May, in 
which he says, u There is one contain KeKy, 
who frequents Che Cocoa-Tree and Will's coffee- 
hvtise, who is much in the confidence of Dillon 
mod lord Lansdown, be was here some months 
ago, and is at present very active in England." 

Yoar Committee find, that he was abroad 
for several months the latter end of the year, 
IT fit, and that some of the Letters, sent to him 
by fictitious names firom France, were directed 
to Will's co&e-bonte and the Cocoa-Tree. 

The matters which they find him principally 
concerned in by the intercepted Letters, are, 
the remittance ef the bill of Exchange sent 
over from the person called Repney, the re- 
ceipt, cti which is acknowledged in several 
Letters to him, his being present at a consulta- 
tion tvith the persons called Hep. Ho. and Den. 
and his being to carry over to France their 
filial anewer, together with a new cypher, list 
of directions, end other verbal instructions, 
from Qeprge Kelly, for Dillon, Qlatcock, and 
Talbot. 

As George Kelly's, correspondence was close- 
ly connected with that of the bishop of Ro- 
chester, Thomas Carte, au4 pennis Ifelly, and 
as he appears to have fceeu privy to Plunket's, 
§o ypur Committee see reason to believe, that 
he was not a stranger tp that of Sample, who 
appears to he mentioned in a Letter from Ger- 
rartl to Kelly. 

Your Committee find, that John Sample, 
being examined before the secretaries of state, 
and two of your Committee, owned, that Fran- 
cis, son of the lord Sempill, commonly so call- 
ed, I »ad been in England that summer, and re- 
turned to France about three' weeks before his 
examination, which Was taken on the 4th of 
August last. 

That during his stay in England, he (John 
Sample) was twice in eompany with him, and 
that two Letters found in his trunk were re- 
ceived by him from the said Francis Sempill 
before bis coming to England. 

In the first of these Letters, dated June 2d- 
18th, 1729. Fr. Sempill tells him, u That they 
ore daily confirmed Mrs. Hews's distemper is 
bet imaginary or counterfeit." Bi Mrs. Hews, 
he said, was meant the King, ana by his Dis- 
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Fr. 6empBl then tells him, "That this ha* ' 
put- a stop to Mr. Staadwefi's proceedings 
(Stand weH he owned to mean the Pretender) 
but that this cannot disconcert StaodweJTi 
measures, nor even delay any thing above a 
tew weeks. 

" That perhaps he may soon prodnc* hies- 
self to their cost, but it is not yet fall time to 
eive him (Sample) hopes of that kind. He adds, 
that they have not yet heard from Mr. Hon Ider," 
whom Sample explained to be the late duke of 
Ormonde. v 

Your Committee observe, that this agrees 
with the accounts given in the former parte of 
their Report, of the attempts that wens to bare 
been made m England about the beginning of - 
May, which were prevented, though not in. 
tirely discontinued, by the discoveries made 
here, and by the encampment. 

Sample being shewn the copies of several 
Letters taken at the post-office, directed to Mr. 
Sempill at Park, and enclosing others, owned, 
as appears by his examination, the writing of 
them all, and gave explications^ of the names 
made use of in them. One of these Letters is 
to Stand wail, whom ho owned to mean the 
Pretender, and another is mentioned to be for 
Glascow's matter, which is probably general 
Dillon. He likewise owned hir having writ to 
the late duke of Ormonde, and t6 Kennedy his 
secretary ; and while he was in custody of the 
messenger, he began to pat down in writing a 
confession of his crimes, whteh was found in his 
room after his escape. But though some of 
his Letters appeared dictated to him by other 
persons, your Committee do not find he would 
discover who those persons were. 

Your Committee will next proceed to lay be- 
fore you the substance of the several papers and 
Examinations referred to them, relating to Mrs. 
Spelmau, alias Yullop, in doing which, they 
Ind themselves indispensably obliged to men- 
tion a person of high rank and distinction, Tho- 
mas duke of Norfolk, among others concerned 
in the treasonable correspondence conveyed 
through the hands of the Said Mrs. Spelman. 

It appears to your Committee, tjiat Mrs. 
Spelman being examined on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, concerning several letters from abroad, di- 
rected to her by the name of Mr. or Mrs. Bur- 
ton, has declared upon oath, (hat Mr. George 
Jernegan, (who, as your Committee are inform- 
ed, is a Roman Catholic, and appears to have 
been long employed by the Pretender) " being 
in England about six months before her exami- 
nation, did, upou his going for France, leave 
orders with the said Mrs. Spelman to send to 
the duke of Norfolk such letters as she should 
receive from him, Jernegan, directed to Mrs. 
Jones ; and to Mr. Harvey of Combe, such as 
she should receive from him, directed to Mrs. 
Williams, in Newgate-street, Norwich ; and 
to Mr William Moor (who lives,, or did 'live 
in Brewnlow-street) such as she should receive 
1 from him, directed to Mr. Frampton : and that 
it was agreed between her and Jernegan, that 
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fee should direct to her by the name of Burton, 
when he did not do it by her own name. 

" That she did accordingly send (as had been 
agreed between them) the letters that came to 
her with the directions above-mentioned, hav- 
ing first enclosed them under new covers, which 
she herself directed ; that she sent them by 
common porters, who always brought her back 
an account of their having delivered them, or 
of the person's not being at home ; that parti- 
cularly one to the duke of Norfolk was brought 
back again by the porter, his grace not being 
in town, which letter she kept till he came to 
town, and then sent it to him. That she once 
received a message from the duke of Norfolk 
by Mr. Edward Jernegan, that his grace could 
not answer a letter she bad conveyed to him 
from George Jernegan, because he, the duke of 
Norfolk, had not the key of the cy pher, it being 
in his brother's hands ; she likewise owned her 
receiving several cyphers and keys of cyphers 
from George Jernegan, which she burned be- 
tween the time of her first and second exami- 
" nation." 

Copies of these cyphers having been taken 
at the Post-Office, it appears that one of them 
was marked, A Key and Cypher, with Mr. 
Farmer and Jerry ; and another, D. O. and 
J.; the first of which is probably a cypher be- 
tween the Pretender and Jernegan/and the lat- 
ter between him and the late duke of Ormond. 

It farther appears to your Committee, that 
Edward Jernegan being examined in relation 
to the message from the duke of Norfolk above- 
mentioned, has deposed upon oath, "That 
about a fortnight before the duke went to the 
Bath, being informed that his grace had in- 
quired for some of their family, he, Jerne- 
gan, went to wait on him, and his grace told 
him, that he had received a letter from George 
Jernegan*; who was then abroad, but that he 
could not answer it, because his grace's brother 
had the key of the cypher, in which it was 
written ; and that he, Jernegan, delivered this 
message to Mrs. Spelman." 

The first letter directed to Mrs. Jones, (the 
duke of Norfolk) of which a copy was taken, 
is dated, Cambray, 12th July, 1722,. and is 
partly in cypher, but has been deciphered in the 
manner following i 

" Sir '> 

, " Various considerations, which obliged me 
to submit, deprived me till now the honour of 
writing, to you ; therefore I flatter myself, you 
incline to favour me with opinion, that my zeal 
and attention are above falling iuto any negli- 
gence, where your solicitude or private satis- 
fectron is concerned. You have been in some 
manner a witness of the late tarn in affairs, and 
undoubtedly know so much of them, that 1 fear 
it-will prove superfluous to trouble you with the 
particulars which I have : after several meetings 
with some ofour friends" at Paris, ■ was 

of opinion, tnat the whole should be communi- 
cated to the Regent ; which being agreed to, 
that Lord was deputed to wait on him : they 



met and parted in appearance the best friends 
in the world, notwithstanding immediately 
by the Regent's orders the secret was 
discovered to king George. Ilow is it pos- 
sible to arm one's self with sufficient pru- 
dence against such " a conduct ? These .being 
our private concerns, 1 leave them to divert you 
with the public news : the overture of the con- 
gress seems now in the way to be' deferred to 
the king of France majority, who since his re- 
moval to Versailles, is in a manner solely in the 
hands of the Regent. His coronation remains 
still fixed to the 15th of October ; so, in all ap- 
pearance, this year produces no disturbance to 
the present peace «of Europe. The emperor 
grows daily more powerful in Italy, by the 
pope's falling into that interest : be has lately 
seised the fortress of.Massa in Florence, and 
promises the investiture thereof, with that of 
Parma, to the prince of Baviere, upon his 
marriage with the princess Josephine. Spain 
will be under great difficulties to find means 
to support their claim to these provinces, 
especially at a time that France seems 
negligent of every thing which concerns 
them. There is no appearance likewise that 
the affairs in the North produce any thing ma- 
terial this season. The pacific temper of the 
king of Prussia secures every thing on that side, 
and has probably prevented the disturbance 
threatened in those parts. Thus at present are 
the affairs ot Europe. 

" I did not mil to repeat my usual solicita- 
tions in favour of your brother, and to add what 
in justice I thought you merited : this I did 
upon the first occasion, after my coming over; 
to which, from the king, I have this answer 

" June the 15th. 
" Nobody has a better opinion than I have 
of the great person you mention, nor does his 
character more justice : I shall be always de- 
sirous to do what is in my power to convinpe 
him of my regard for his brother, who now is in 
the country with me ; but I fear it will not be 
time to move in the particular you mention of 
some years yet, which will be the case of all 
others who pretend to the same right as I do." 

" Thus far was his. There is a pleasure to 
see with what generous virtue he repays all 
who consider his misfortunes. 

" I presume to mention one thing more, 
being moved to it out of a pure consideration 
to the credit it will give toyour.name. Doctor 
Witham finds himself under the necessity of 
building the old house, being ready to fall, and 
next spring they begin, but upon so small a 
fund as will never finish the work, as it ought 
to be ; the consequence of which must neces- 
sarily oblige them to beg the assistance of their 
friends. I should be sorry upon this occasion, 
that any other person should distinguish him- 
self so, by a ^donation as to merit his arms 
to be placed in the front, where I could wish to 
see your own. I have not spoke one word of 
this to any person in the house* thinking it 
would look more generous in you, if disposed 
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to take the credit in laying the first stone, to 
move and offer it yourself. As to other mat- 
ters, if lean be serviceable in these parts, 
either in your particular, or to the interest of 
the party, you know me faithfully devoted to 
both. I have obtained leave' to return by the 
end of summer, finding it inconvenient to my 
private situation to remain longer abroad x I 
hope then to present you with fresh proofs 
with what zeal and respect I have the honour 
to be, Sir, your, &c. 

" Be pleased to address to nie, a M. Hooker 
under cover a M. Pigault Banquier a Calais." 

Your Committee observe from this Letter, 
that Jernegan supposes the duke of Norfolk 
already acquainted with a design, on which ap- 
plication had been made to the Regent, and 
with the causes of its miscarriage; that how- 
ever, in order to shew his seal and attention 
in any thing, where he thought the duke's so- 
licitude concerned, he sends him an account of 
what had happened to their common friends at 
Paris, and of the secret's being communicated 
to king George by the Regent's order; and 
then laments the impossibility of arming them- 
selves with sufficient prudence against such a 
conduct, which, supposing it to nave been such 
as they, represent, yet could not possibly^ have 
appeared biamable to any but the enemies of 
our present happy establishment. 

He then shews from the situation of affairs 
in Europe, there is but little prospect of any 
rupture, which may be favourable or advan- 
tageous to their designs. 

He afterwards acquaints the duke, that he 
had repeated his solicitations to the Pretender 
in favour of his grace's brother, and bad also 
added what in justice be thought his grace 
himself merited ; to which he received an an- 
swer from the Pretender (whom he stiles the 
king) acknowledging his great opinion of the 
duke, and the justice he does his character, 
and his readiness to convince his grace of his 
regard by any kindness he can shew bis brother. 

And the inference, which Jernegan makes 
from the regard expressed towards the duke in 
this letter of the Pretender's, is, that there is a 
pleasure to see with what generous virtue he 
(the Pretender) repays all those, who consider 
his misfortunes. 

He concludes with telling the duke, that if 
he can be serviceable in those parts, either in 
his grace's own particular, or to the interest of 
the party, his grace knows him faithfully de- 
voted t<K both. 

On the 2-13 of August, Jernegan writes a 
second letter to the duke, as follows : 

"Sir; 

" The vicissitude in our affairs being a per- 
petual ebbing and flowing, it is extremely diffi- 
cult to assure any thing with certainty : In my 
last of the 12th I mentioned how things had 
happened ; and although the fact was true, yet 
the consequence did not answer what we ap« 
praheuded; It was a politic necessity, which 
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urged and demanded that conduct, and it ap- 
pears now to; have succeeded so well, that 
every hand is at work, as before, to draw 
things to a right conclusion; brief's we are 
flattered that the Regent is cordially in our in- 
terest, and disposes every thing to undertake 
the work$ which according to some accounts 
will be put in execution within two months. 
Those, who are serious and make due reflection 
on these matters, know how far they maybe 
useful to the cause, and with timely and pro-' 
dent precautions may dispose their friends to 
act a lively part ; whilst they themselves keep 
retired, till the success one way or the other 
determines what is necessary to be done J 

" I have opportunity, by being in these 
parts, of nicking up several good officers, and 
with a little trouble as many as would com- 
plete an intire regiment, into which any gen- 
tleman might enter himself and do his duty 
with honour. This is what I thought fit to 
propose on this occasion, and should be glad to 
know, if solely upon your own bottom this may 
be thought on. I shall take all necessary pre- 
caution, and shall first know certainly, what 
there is to depend upon. Yout opinion oil 
these matters, with the assistance e/ jtour ad- 
vice, will lay a most sensible obligation on, him,, 
who entirely devotes himself, Sir, your,&c. 

" Let the conveyer of these furnish you 
with my immediate Address/' 

Your Committee observe, that in this Letter, 
Jernegan does with an air of great satisfaction, 
try to lessen- the apprehensions" and discourage- 
ments, which be supposed his. former account 
of the Regent's having betrayed the secret 
might have raised in his grace, and says that 
every hand is now at work as before to draw 
things to a right conclusion, without explaining 
what that former work or the right conclusion 
hoped for is; which particulars, it appears, he 
thought so well known to the duke, as not to 
need the least explanation. 

Then after telling his grace, we are nattered 
the Regent is cordially in our interest, and is 
disposing every thing to undertake the work 
within two months time, he intimates, that 
from this hint one of his grace's seriousness 
and reflection might be useful to the cause, by 
disposing his friends (who may justly, be un- 
derstood to be the Roman catholics) to act a 
lively part, while he himself lies retired, wait- 
ing till the event should determine what part it 
was proper for him to take. 

He then makes the offer to his grace of rais- 
ing an intire regiment of officers in Flanders* 
into which any gentleman might enter himself, 
and do his' duty with honour; and desires to 
know, whether on his grace's own' bottom such 
a thing might be thought of. 

This treasonable offer, from an humble ser- 
vant of his grace's, shews that Jernegan was at 
least persuaded it would not .be ill received, 
which could only proceed from a thorough 
assurance of the duke's inclinations to the 
Pretender's cause, and of his intentions to sup- 
port it with men and money, whenever a pre* 
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polity of iooMn should naabe it safe end 

proper for^bim torespaw*eit openly; . 

Y<rur Camaarttec* farther observe, that this 
fcsftte* was writ about tha same time, that 
Phuifcet was So busy in pressing Dttfob to so- 
kms the Regeatfr assistance; and that the 
fern* for putting tbe v design inesfecejioa, whk^n 
19 mentioned in JernegmrV letter to be within 
two months from the begtamins; of August, haS 
aw eatdeae relation to- the third period pitohed 
upon by the cmnpirsaorsy which, as ha* been 
observed before, was trie breaking op of thai 
camp. And k appeals to your Committee, by 
several concurrent, advioes from Frtoco, Spatw r 
and Italy* during the months of Jvdy and 
Augustus* tin* design, which 1 had been sus- 
pended open one first dnwovery of the Plot, 
was again rosemed* and preparations mode for 
the Pretender's* kerning leal; aboot die bev 
ginning 6f September, for which purpose the 
ship Hevbiawoti fcince taken) set sail for Italy 
the latter end>ef August having on board near 
two* hundred* nieir, and a great number of 
officers^ 

Mention is 1 made in ' Jef negates letters to Mrs. 
Spelman of wpeat number of letters written 
to* and received from Mr. Harvey of Combe, 
by the name of Mrsi Wititams ; and ms one or* 
his letter* to Mr; Harvey be says, " The Re* 
gent plays a) game a-party and confidos in none 
but Britain, and has sacrffioed' us to make * 
firm friend of kibg, George. The late disap- 
pointment in oar affairs baa given a) surprising 
power to the court of Franco ; they silence nit 
other princes in regard to ut ; none now dare 
took that wary, or undertake tlie least trifling 
service in op* fovea*" 

On thettfcbvof Jaly, Mr. Harvey sent at* 
answer, to this letter, the original of which is 
stopped, and is sworn by Mrs. Spelmnn to be 
Ms handwriting;, but it contains such ah odd 
heap of low and* virulent scandal, that the 
Committee do not think proper to trouble the 
House with any extract or it, but bare annexed 
it inure t* their Reporti 

Touf CoftMnittee bare already taken notice, 
that the treasonable c&frespondehce, above 
sec forth, was not ccmfoied to England only, 
bat? was carried on m Scc^lawd under the same 
cant expressions of wine, trade, goods* &c 
And it anpenrS- that the Pretender's agents 
were e^aaJry busy in- disposing matters for aw 
insurrection in that part of the kingdom, at the 
same periodsof tinteras were fixed on in Eng- 
land* 

Theyfias? that the government has received 
iafonwrtiori' upon oath from one Lodoick An- 
cfcrsen, •♦""ftiat on the 28tfr of Janttsfry mn, 
brigadier Mackintosh wasseen by bio* (Ander- 
son) at the bouse of sir John Mackenzie of 
Ceid, and told Anderson that the Pretender de- 
signed to have on the crown of Scethtud be- 
fore Maisuminev, a*i# that be wae to be as* 
sistted from France, $pant, an* Musfeovy; that 
geftertl Gordon and captain 'Pattoek? were to 
w** * the iMcb Bfea with arm* for this 
purpose." , 



That Mwjkkrtoib was then, A* Britain agrees* 
with Pastier'* cfcposkion. 

Anderson farther deposed, " ens* on* the 16«fc 
of Febrnary be met toe lord George Murray 
at induce not for from the etft-t of Kfoeertfi, 
who coafirmed to him! what Mackintosh bwd 
soiaV with several other partieolars; feat fwvj 
days after he met Mr. James* Keith, brother en 
the earl Mariana^ who after hating tokf Msa 
that there WooM be a deseent ra ravotu* of the 
Pretender, named to him several pehfens^spe^ 
cified ia his deposition) that were come over 
to get matters in a readiness. '* 

This, your Committee observes, answers to 
the first period of time for beginning art >ms\ir- 
reeeiony with the help of foreign fotom darnnj 
the time of the elections. 

About the beginning of May, a letter was 
intercepted, directed to Mr. Peeer £myth at 
Boulogrie, and indosinj another tolDe Martin j 
wMchietter^ as your Commitme are informed 
are in the haad<-wTiting of Mr. Cochran. Who 
israeant by De Martin does nor appear. . 

In this letter Coehrah says, M Oar cavemen 
on diis side the water, are as fond ef tattdg 
our goods, as you are of seadiag then*; bat I 
am afraid if they are not sent son* the market 
Wilt be forestalled, for our enemies' begin to be 
upon their guard. He adds, that tftefr IneAss 
i» England are willing to seed* money so pay for 
them per ad ranee, and that they iif Scotland 
are not backwards, buf nope, hi a few dhys>to 
remit as much money at will be somnfent for 
their couatry.. He then desires to know . be* 
soon they may expect their wines ontbie sine 
the water, that they may put themselves' ia a 
sumeient posaare for receiving them." 

Xoar Committee likewise fintf\ that Ghtis- 
topber Glascock, Dillon's agent, carried oft eon» 
respnndences to the same eflfect^witbone who 
went by the Bame of James Johelrton at Edin* 
burgh, and that George KelJy corresponded 
with the same James Johnston, and owned to 
the Lords- at his examination, his* having sent 
the said Johnston a paper from Glastieek* 
which he pretended related only .to the Mis- 
sasipps. 

Letters were likewise intercepted gdmg-from 
Bdinhurgh, directed to Colhnest Mr. Watevs'a, 
banker at Paris; which Collins appears, by* 
Kelly's cypher, to be Colin Carapbel of Gien- 
deroule. 

In one , of these letters to Ceilies,- mention) 
is made of a person of great consequence and 
distinction, lately regained to the Pretenders 
party, who insisted on a sight of the contract 
of copartnery, which Coliins is desired to send 
over by tlie first sore hand ; and Cetiins -in<fcnj 
answer, signed R. Broun, promises it shall be 
sent over. 

Yoar Committee observe, that this particu- 
lar agrees with Fairfax's deposition upon oaths 
that Layer told bia>, the people of Eus^amt 
were backward, but dial those of ScotUdd nna} 
already entered into aa association, 

hi the same tetter to Collins, it hyse^thai 
tJie person of oonseepfftnee) who Iviiummk 
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•tie sight of the contract of copartnery, de* 
•ired an order from Mr. Malcolm for raising 
one or two battalions, but was told those or- 
ders might come time enough by the hands of 
those who happened to come first to open the 
.commerce ; which shewsof what nature that 
^commerce was. 

In the same letter application is made to Mr. 
Malcolm for a'patent for knight baronet, both 
which circumstances confirm Malcolm to be 
*he Pretender. 

Your Committee observe, that these letters, 
and some others which appear to have been in- 
tercepted about the month of May, and are 
-annexed to this Report, fall in with the second 
period of time fixed by the Conspirators in 
England. 

And or the 18th of August, O. S. Mr. Stan- 
llope writes word from Madrid that he had re- 
ceived intelligence, that the Scotch had en- 
gaged to bring 22,000 men into the field in ten 
days time, in case the late duke of Ormond 
would come over with arms to head them, and 
that they daily sent most pressing messages to 
Ormond on that subject ; which shews that the 
design was reassumed a third time in Scotland, 
as it was in England. 

Your Committee farther observe, that agree- 
ably to what was promised in Mr. Cochran's 
letter of the 28th of April, Mr. William Ers- 
kine did, on the 3d of May, remit 2,000/. ster- 
ling to Mr. Gerrard (Dillon's secretary at 
.Parte) and owned his so doing on his examina- 
tion before the Lord Justice Clerk, but refused 
to discover who Gerrard was, or from whom 
and for whose use the said sum was remitted. 

When he was taken into custody a letter 
was seized in his pocket, which, as vour Com- 
mittee is informed, is all in the late ford Marr's 
own hand-writing, dated Paris, February the 
9th, 1722, in the following words : 

Paris, February 9, 1722. 

t( I have, William, yours of the 7 th, for which 
I am obliged to you, and take all yoa say, as I 
ought, from the good heart from whence I 
know it comes, though at the same time you 
put a greater value on your friend than he de- 
serves : but be that as it will, I am fully per- 
suaded, as you may be, that he t will never fail 
an occasion for what you mean, nor neglect 
endeavouring to bring it about, where he sees 
it can be of advantage to his country ; and his 
friends and countrymen may depend on it, 
when they see him engaged again, that the re- 
trieving of it from the low condition it is now 
in, and otherways ever like to be, is the chief 
inotive that induces him ; and he hopes in that 
way he will not be witliout the assistance of all 
who wish the same thing; and the more, that 
lie will take all the care he can not to expose 
them for serving that of others, if at the same 
tune he be not pretty sure of its doing effectual 
service to their own, and putting it on a better 
foot than it has been these hundred years past. 
If he looked but to his own private interest, he 
avoid perhaps find a way which could conduce 

Vol. VIII. 
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more to it; but he hopes, by his fornW actions, 
it appears, that he never pu,t that m competi- 
tion with what he thought was the interest of 
his eountry, though in which be owns be was once 
mistaken, as many others may have been ; but 
as he never scrupled owning his fault, since h#> 
found it by experience to be one,' so he has 
. ever since endeavoured to make amends, and 
will as long as he lives. 

" Things are in such a situation at present 
over all Europe, that there appears little of any 
opportunity of doing what is to be wished upon . 
that account : but things of this kind are very 
uncertain, and an opportunity may come, or 
be brought about, when least expected ; and 
you - may believe it will not be neglected when 
it does; nor will any endeavours be wanting 
to bring it to that pass. Hush ! though, must 
be the word, and friends must not take amiss 
their not being acquainted previously to the - 
execution, in which it is to be hoped they will 
not fail. / 

" You see I make do scruple in writing freely 
to you, but you know the consequence of this 
coming into wrong hands, and tjiose it is fit 
and of use to be told to, you know too : so I 
leave it to your own discretion, of which you 
have given me many proofs. I have been much 
out of use of writing to H. S. for some years 
past, and I have not; yet got a return of one I 
wrote him last summer; but I shall write to 
him of what you mention in ypurs. 

" As to M y, I care not to s.ay more 

about him, and were it not that I think it for 
the good of a certain person and cause, I should 
not even wish to have all the truth told of him,, 
since his being abroad. I cannot answer for 
what bandies may be given him for his justifica- 
tion; but let houest men, who wish right, tell 
the truth, where they know it, and that it if 
necessary, and shame the devil. 

" I wish you a good journey and good luck 
with all my heart, and that we may soon have 
an opportunity to meet merrily, and be of use to 
our country. My compliments to our friends, 
and I hope we shall never have cause to be 
ashamed of other. - 

" I shall long impatiently to hear from yon 
after your getting to London and Edinburgh ; 
and pray do not fail writing after vour coming 
to both places, and have seen people. , 

" Send me your address, and you may be 
sure of hearing from me, when it can be of 
any use. Pleasure it would he always to me ; 
but that must yield sometimes to circum- 
stances. 

" My family salute you, and wish you all 
happiness, as I do, who am sincerely and af- 
fectionately yours, &c* Adieu. 
\ " I wish you may have something agreeable 
to tell me of your brother and uncle, when 
you have seen them, and remember me kindly 
to your father-in-law. Sure we must all wish 
the same way to Our country. 

" What is become of our cousin Will, who I - 
hear is still where you have been for some 
time}* 
O 
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Your Committee likewise find evident foot- 
steps of this treasonable correspondence from 
Ireland) bat having already shewn sufficiently 
the extensiveness of the Conspiracy, they for- 
bear to tire the House with any further particu- 
lars. 

Your Committee have now gone through the 
several matters that appeared to them from 
the Examinations of the persons or papers 
referred to them; and they are in hopes, 
that in reporting every circumstance that 
seemed material, they have strictly complied 
with the intentions of the House in appoint- 
ing them. 

If the frequent repetitions of the same matter 
have swelled the Report into too great a 
length; they are persuaded the House wiH 
excuse it, since it was in all the places where 
they have done it, necessary to explain the 
passages related, or else to shew the connec- 
tion of the treasons, as well as the co-opera- 
tion of the Conspirators in their wicked de- 
sign of dethroning his most sacred Majesty, 
and overturning our present happy establish- 
ment in church and state. 

Debate in the House of Commons respecting 
ike Conspiracy.'] March 8. The Commons pro- 
ceeded to take ioto.farther consideration the Re- 
port from the committee appointed to examine 
Christopher Layer and others ; and Mr. Wil- 
liam Pulteney moved, That this question might 
be put, viz. " That upon consideration of 
the Report and the several Papers and Exami- 
nations relating td the Conspiracy, it appears 
to this House, That a detestable and horrid 
Conspiracy has been formed aod carried on by 
persons of figure and distinction, and their 
Agents and instruments, in conjunction with 
traitors abroad, for invading these kingdoms 
with foreign forces, for raising insurrections and 
a rebellion at home, for seizing the Tower and 
city of London, for laying violent hands upon 
the persons of his most sacred Majesty and the 
Jpfince of Wales; in order to subvert our 

6 resent happy establishment in Church and 
tate, by placing a' Popish Pretender upon the 
throne.**" 

. This motion, was seconded by sir John Rush- 
opt, and Mr. Thomas Broderick; but Mr. 
Bhippen and Mr. Bromley endeavoured to ex- 
tenuate some matters, which, in their opinion, 
were couched in too strong terms, as not being 
■ clearly proved. They said, They did not doubt 
of the Conspiracy, for they believed there had 
always been one carrying'on against the present 
Settlement, ever since the Revolution: But 
fcim what had yet been laid before the House, 
it did hot appear to them that there was such a 
particular concerted Plot as was mentioned in 
the question above-mentioned. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said thereupon, with a great 
deal of warmth, That he could not with pa- 
tience, and with his usual moderation, hear the 
truth of this detestable and horrid Conspiracy 
called in question, after so many undeniable 



proofs. But, added be, as there are people who 
know nothing of the Plot, and yet believe it, so 
there are others that know the whole Plot smd 
vet pretend not to believe it. He was answered 

^Mr. Jefferies, who, in particular, excepted 
against these words in the question, vis. * For 
1 laying violent hands upon the person of his 
' most sacred Majesty and the prince of 

* Wales ;' because it appeared by the Report, 
that the conspirators only meant « the seizing 

* or assaulting the king's person/ &c. But he 
was replied to by 

Mr. Horatio Walpole, who said be was 
amazed to hear such words come out of -the 
mouth of a lawyer, and a member of that 
house ; but since he had forgot his profession, 
and the place he was in so far, as to make so 
small a matter of seizing the king's person and 
the heir apparent, on whom all that is dear 
and valuable to Englishmen, both as men and 
Christians, entirely depends, he must take the 
liberty to tell him, that much less than seizing 
and assaulting the person of the king or prince, 
is by our laws looked upon as an overt-act of 
high treason. 

Then the question, as proposed by Mr. Pol* 
teney, was carried without dividing. 

After this sir Robert Raymond moved, " That 
it appears to this House, That John Plunket 
has been a principal agent and instrument m 
the said horrid and detestable Conspiracy, and 
has carried on several treasonable correspon- 
dences to procure a foreign force to invade 
these kingdoms, to raise insurrections and a 
rebellion at home, and was engaged with others 
in the vHlanous and execrable design of laying 
violent hands upon his majesty's most sacred " 
person. 11 This question being likewise carried 
without a division ; sir Robert Raymond moved 
again, " That leave be given to bring in * biB, 
to inflict certain pajns and penalties on John 
Plunket." He was seconded by Mr. Onslow, 
out thougbjhe said motion was warmly oppos- 
ed, yet after some debate it was carried oy a 
majority of 289 against 130, that the said bill 
be brought in ; and then the House adjourned 
till the 11th. * 

March 11, The House resumed the adjourned 
consideration of the Report from the Secret 
Committee, and sir Philip Yorke (Solicitor 
General) opened the debate in a speech, where* 
in he particularly enlarged on the share "Mr. 
George Kelly alias Johnson, had in the traitor- 
ous and detestable Conspiracy, and then pro- 
posed this question, viz. "That upon const* 
deration of the Report from the Committee, 
appointed to examine Christopher Layer, and 
others, and the several Papers and Examine* 
tioos relating to the Conspiracy, it appears *o 
this House, That George Kelly alms Johnson, 
has been a principal agent and instrument in 
the said horrid and detestable Conspiracy, end 
has carried on several treasonable correspon- 
dences to raise insurrections and a rebellion at 
homeland to procure a foreign force to invade 
these Kingdoms from abroad. 
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This motion being seconded by Mr. Sandys, 
was carried without any division. 

Then sir Philip Yorke moved, " That a Bill 
be brought in to inflict certain Pains and Penal- 
ties upon George Kefly alias Johnson, which 
was seconded by Mr. R. Walpole. ^Hereupon 
Mr. Trenchard said, That .he thought the pro- 
perest way to proceed against this criminal, 
was in the old parliamentary method, by bill of 
attainder, theie being sufficient proof to sup- 
port such a bill : But this motion was not se- 
conded. On the other hand, Mr. Bromley, 
Mr. Shippen and Mr. Lutwyche opposed sir 
Philip Yorke's motion, but were answered by 
sir Joseph Jekyll, and Mr. Talbot, member for 
Durham ; and the question being put, it was 
carried in the affirmative by 280 against 111. 

Debate concerning the Bishop of Rochester.'] 
Then Mr. Yonge stood Op, and took notice, 
bow deeply Dr. Francis Atterbary, bishop of 
Rochester, had been concerned in this detest- 
able Conspiraev ; aggravating his crime from 
hh holy function and high station in the 
church of England, a church ever conspicuous 
for its loyalty ; from the solemn oaths ne had, 
Tin so many occasions, taken to the govern- 
ment, and by which he had abjured the Pre- 
tender; when at the same time he was trailer- 
ously conspiring to bring him in, upon the ruin 
of his country and of all that was dear and 
valuable s to ns,. as freemen and Christians : 
Concluding, that as he was a disgrace to bis 
order, and dishonour to the church, so he might 
apply to him on this occasion, these words of 
the 1st of Acts, verse 20. * Let bis habitation 
* be desolate, and let no man dwell therein : 
' And his bishoprick let another take.' And 
therefore be moved, That it appears to this 
House* That Francis lord bishop of Roches- 
ter was principally concerned in forming, di- 
recting, and carrying on the said wicked and 
detestable Conspiracy, for invading these king- 
doms with a foreign force, and for raising in- 
surrections and a rebellion at home, in order to 
subvert oar present happy establishment in 
church and state, by placing a Popish Preten- 
der upon the throne." Mr. Yonge was se- 
conded by sir John Cope ; but they were an- 
swered by 

Sir William Wyndham, who said, He saw 
no cause to proceed against the Bishop in so 
severe a manner, there being little or indeed no 
evidence besides conjectures and hearsays. 
He was backed by Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Hutcbeson, Mr. Hungerford, Col. Strange- 
vtoys; Mr. Lutwyche, and Dr. Friend. They 
were repHed to by sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. R. 
Walpole, Mr. Peraam, Mr. Talbot, Mr. John 
Smithy and Mr. William Pukeney \ and a mo- 
tion being made, and the question being nut, 
that the House do now adjourn, it passed in 
the negative by 285 voices against 152 ; after 
which, the question being put uport Mr. Yonge's 
motion, the same was carried without dividing. 

Then a motion was made, and the question 
p«,Tla$abulbt0rougMm/T^iiJffiot oer- 



<tain pains and penalties on Francis lord 
* bishop of Rochester/ which, after some de- 
bate, was also carried without any division. 

Debate concerning Dr. Friend.] March 13. 
Mr. Robert Walpole acquainted the House, 
That he had received his Majesty's com- 
mands to acquaint the House, that his Ma- 
jesty having had just reason to' apprehend Dr. 
John Friend, a member of this House, for high 
treason, had caused , him to be apprehended, 
and desired the consent of the House to bis 
being committed *nd detained for high treason, . 
according to an act of this present session, in* 
titled an Act, * For im powering his Majesty to 
' secure and detain such persons as his Ma- 
' jesty shall suspect are conspiring against his- 
1 person apd government.' Upon which he 
moved, That an humble Address be presented 
tQ his Majesty, that he would be pleased to 
give order for committing and detaining Dr. 
John Friend, pursuant to the act of this session 
of parliament for that purpose. 

This motion was seconded and becked by 
several members : but Mr. Shippen and Mr. 
Bromley opposed it, saying, They could not 
see any reason for that House giving leave for 
detaining any member, unless the species of 
treason was declared, and that the information 
was upon oath. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll and Mr. Robert Walpole, 
replied, Tnat by the late act for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the King was im power- 
ed to take up any person he had reason to sus- 
pect: that therefore the government was not 
obliged to say, whether the information was 
upon oath or not : But ' • 

Mr. Walpole added, He did not doubt but 
Dr. Friend was charged upon oath; and prt* 
vately declared to several members, thai they 
had positive proof of his being guilty of the 
blackest and basest treason. 

Mr. Shippen jhen suggesting,\ That Dr. 
Friend's having spoke so warmly two days be- 
fore, in Mr. Kelly's and the bishop of Roches? 
ter's behalf, was, in his opinion, thereasoifctof 
his being" taken up the next day himself, and 
that at that rate, there was an end of the liberty 
of speech which every member of that. House 
had a right to : 

Mr. R. Walpole, with great deal of warmth, 
replied, He wondered any gentleman could 
think any ministry capable of so base a thing, 
as to take up any gentleman foKwhat he said 
in that House, without any other .cause, when 
they knew themselves to be accountable as 
well as others for their actions : adding, That 
they who made such insinuations might more 
easily be proved to be Jacobites, than they t 
could make out such an allegation against the 
ministry. 

Mr. Pulteney spoke on the same side, and 
in relation to Dr. Friend's speaking in Kelly's 
behalf, "observed, that it was usual in all con* 
spiracies, for one traitor to endeavour to ex- 
cuse another. 

Mr, Shippen animadverted severely upon 
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this reflection, saying, It was not to be en* 
dured, to have a member of that House called 
a traitor, before he was convicted as such : • 

But Mr. Pulteney having explained himself, 
that matter ended ; and then the motion for an 
address was carried without dividing. 

March 14. The Commons having resumed 
the consideration of tbc/Rcport from the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine Christopher Layer 
and others ; it was resolved, " That an humble 
Address be presented to his Majesty, express* 
ing the indignation of this House against the 
horrid and detestable Conspiracy which had. 
been carried on against his Majesty's sacred 
person, and to congratulate his Majesty on the 
happy discovery of it, and- to assure his Ma- 
jesty, that this House would proceed, with the 
utmost vigour, to bring those to justice who 
» had been concerned in these unnatural designs 
against their country, and would effectually 
support his Majesty's government, and would 
maintain, with all that is dear and valuable to 
them, the present happy establishment." 

A Committee was appointed to draw up this 
Addressi 'of which Mr. Thomas Broderick be- 
ing chosen chairman, he reported the said Ad- 
.dress to the House on the 18th, which was 
then agreed to. 

A . Bill, To inflict Pains and Penalties on 
JPtunket and Kelly, brought in.] March 19. 
Sir Robert Raymond presented to the House a 
Pill, ' For inflicting certain pains and penalties 
' on John Plunket,' which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time, on 
the 28th ; it was also ordered, • 1. That a copy 
of the/said Bill, and of the said Order, be fore- 
with sent to the said John Plunket, and de- 
livered to him by the serjeant at arms. 2, 
That the Attorney-General anr>the Solicitor- 
General d& take care that the evidence against 
the said, John Pluriket be ready to be produced 
to thi&House upon Thursday the 28th. 3. That 
the said John Plunket be allowed pen, ink, and 
paper. 

Then sir Philip Yorke presented also a Bill, 
' For inflicting certain Pains and Penalties on 
*• George Kelly, alias Johnson/ which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
On the 1st of April, and the like three orders in 
fetation to this Bill, were made as those of the 
Bill for punishing John Plunket. 

The Commons 1 Address of Congratulation on 
the Discovery of the Plot.] March 20. The 
Commons presented their congratulatory Ad- 
dress to his Majesty as follows-: 

" Most gracious Sovereign, 

"Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons in Parliament assembled, 
do humbly beg leave to approach your royal 
person with hearts full of concern and horror, 
for the. detestable conspiracy formed against 
your person and government. 

" We lament with indignation, that any of our 
fellow-subjects who enjoy, in common with us, 
tire many and signal blessings of your Majesty's 
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mild and just administration, should so fargfr* 
themselves up to delusion, as to conspire aganst 
public liberty, against their own security , and 
against the only bulwark of all that is dear and 
valuable, your Majesty's person and the Pro- 
testant succession in your royal family. 

" We see with astonishment, that persons of 
figure and distinction, who ought to have been 
the best judges, and most zealous defenders of 
your beneficent and mild reign, by which alone 
their fortunes and dignitiescan be made secure, 
should be so far infatuated, as to head and abett 
a monstrous conspiracy to destroy your Majes- 
ty, their country, and themselves; that honour, 
faith, and the most solemn ties of religion, 
should be violated in favour of a Popish fugi* 
trve, known only for his blind bigotry and at- j 
tachment to Rome. | 

" As vve have with sensible sorrow and just * 
resentment, discovered these vile practice's, so 
will we take care that the wicked authors may 
not, by any contrivance or practice whatsoever, 
escape punishment ; but that all conspirators 
may, by the justice of Parliament, be for ever 
hereafter deterred from engaging in such traj* 
terous attempts. 

" We congratulate your Majesty, and all your 
good subjects, that you have escaped the black 
and unnatural designs 'of the worst of, men; 
and that Almighty . God has, by this happy dis- 
covery, given you and your royal family a fresh 
instance of bis singular care and protection. ' \ 

" For us, your faithful Commons, who feel with { 
joy and gratitude the inestimable blessings, of 
your reign ; who are sensible of the glorious 
advantages of liberty and of the Protestant re- ■ 
ligion ; and have in abhorrence the miseries 
and slavery inseparable <from Popery and a 
Popish government; we will stand by your 
Majesty, and effectually support your govern- 
ment, at the hazard and expence of our lives 
and fortunes. 

" We will maintain and defend your Majes- 
ty's rightful aod lawful title to the crown of 
these realms, aod endeavour to transmit to the j 
latest posterity this happy, free, and ancient ' 
constitution." ' 

The King's Answer.'] To the Address the 
King returned the following Answer: 

" Gentlemen ; 
" I return you my thanks for this dutiful and 
loyal Address : It is agreeable to the many in- 
stances of zeal and affection to me, which you | 
have, upon, every occasion, expressed: the « 
just resentment and indignation you have 
shewn against this Conspiracy, will, I doubt 
not, give intire satisfaction to all that sincerely 
wish well to our present establishment; en- 
courage the friends to my government; and 
deter the enemies of our common peace from 
renewing these rash and desperate attempts." ' 

Motion for Poncier and Skeene to attend, am 
account of Lord Strafford and Lord KinnouJ 
being mentioned in Pander's Deposition to be 
concerned in the Conspiracy.] Moreb 9. .Com* 
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plaint being made to the House of Lords, 
M That in a paragraph of the printed Report 
from the Committee appointed by order of the 
House of Commons to examine Christopher 
Layer and others, and to whom several Papers 
and Examinations laid before the House, re- 
lating to the Conspiracy, mentioned in hi*9 
Majesty's speech at the opening the session to 
be carrying on against his person and govern- 
ment, were referred, the lord Strafford and lord 
Kinnout are mentioned in the Deposition of 
Andrew fancier, that he had been told by one 
Skeene(now in custody) that the said Lords 
knew of an invasion intended by forces from 
•broad, and were concerned in the manage- 
ment of the Conspiracy here." 

Protest on their Attendance being refused.'] 
And thereupon a motion being made, " That 
the said Andrew Pancier and — - Skeene be 
immediately sent for to attend at the bar of 
this House:" after debate the question was 
put, that Andrew Paneier and ■■ Skeene be 
immediately sent for to attend at the bar of 
this House? It was resolved in the negative. 
Content 29. Not-content 64* 

" Dissentient' 

*' 1. Because the earl of rtinnoul and the 
earl of Strafford having severally complained 
to the House, that they find themselves reflect- 
ed on in a printed Deposition of one Andrew 
Pancier, wherein he deposeth, That one Skeene 
(now in custody) had acquainted him, among 
other things, that the said earls knew of the 
late Conspiracy, and were concerned in the 
management of it here; and the said earls 
elledging, that they did not see by the Report, 
in which that deposition is found, that the said 
Skeene, though in the hands of the govern- 
ment, had been so much as questioned touch- 
ing the said hearsay (which observation we 
tind to be true) we think it highly reasonable 
to have complied with tbe motion and request 
of the said lords, that the said Pancier and 
Skeene might be examined at the bar of this 
House in relation to that matter only ; the like 
request, for tbe better clearing the reputation of 
ayny noble lord, when he hath thought it un- 
justly aspersed, having never been denied, that 
we know of : but, on the contrary, it was, sot 
long since, granted in the case of the earl of 
Sunderland, though the examination which he 
thought reflected on his honour, was not come 
into print when he made his complaint ; which, 
according to bur judgment, was not so strong a 
Case, for granting the motion, as the present is. 

" 2. Because the said deposition, as far as it 
is printed, containing nothing but what one de- 
ponent beard another say (except as it contains 
a charge on Skeene for saving it) we think it 
was very natural and proper, as well for the 
advancement of justice, as for the vindication 
of the noble lords requesting it, to trace the 
amid hearsay, if possible, to the fountain-head, 
or at least so far as to know, from the person 
charged with- relating it, whether he would 
deny hit having related it; or if not, whether 



he would confess tbe falsity of what he had so* 
related, or undertake to make it good by his- 
own testimony, or otherwise. 

" S. We think there could be no inconve- 
nience in examining, as moved, to find whether 
there was any, and what foundation for this 
hearsay ; it not being an anticipation of the 
course of justice (as examining a part of the 
evidence against any man, oV a part of an ac- 
cusation, would be) since the swearing what 
one man said of a third person is in no sort 
evidence, either in law or reason, to support a 
conviction, or even to ground an accusation 
upon, in any form whatsoever. 

« 4. Since a mere hearsay, being no evidence 
in the least degree, cannot be made a founda- 
tion for any legal proceeding, it is impossible 
for any noble lord, whose honour may be af- 
fected by it, to hope to clear himself on any 
trial, or other like opportunity that "can be 
given him to make his defence ; and therefore, 
since there is no other method, that We can 
think of, so proper or effectual, in our opinions, 
as an examination of the natnre of that moved 
for, we think it ought to have been ordered ; 
and that every noble lord may possibly, in time, 
be hurt by the consequence of this precedent. N 
" 5. We cannot think that the examining, as 
moved for, into this hearsay only, could have 
made any difference with the other House, since 
it is inconceivable by us, that any number of 
gentlemen, who may have by accident (for we 
hope it is no otherwise) in setting forth the de- 
position of Pancier as a charge against Skeene, 
happened to asperse the reputation of some of 
the peers of the realm, could resent either that 
these lords should desire, or the House permit 
them to clear themselves as soon and as effec- 
tually as possible of that hearsay. ( Signed,) 

Strafford, Aylesford, Poulett, Bristol, 
Bathurst, Scarsdale,' Willougbby de 
Broke, Litchfield, Fran. Cestriens', 
Guilford. Anglesea, Foley, Exeter, Cow- 
per, Berkeley of Stratton, Compton, Os- 
borne, Arundell, Craven, Bruce, Hay, 
Uxbridge, Weston, Bingley." 

t 

TJte Papers relating to the Plot laid before 
the Lords.] March 1 5. Mr. Methuen, from the 
Commons, acquainted the House, "That his 
Majesty bad been pleased to give leave, That 
the Letters and Papers relating to the Conspi- 
racy, which had been laid before that House, 
pursuant to their Address to the King for, that 

{mrpose, might be communicated to their 
ordships." 

In consequence hereof a Conference was ap- 
pointed, and Mr. Pulteney, Chairman of the 
Committee appointed to be managers for the 
Commons, acquainted their lordships, 

" That the Commons, upon consideration of 
a Report from a Committee of their own mem* 
bers, appointed to examine Christopher Layer 
and others, as also several original Papers and 
Letters (upon their humble application to hie 
Majesty) laid before them, being entirely satis- 
fied. That a detestable and horrid Conspiracy 
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has been formed and carried on by persons of 
figure and distinction, for deposing his Majesty, 
and placing a Popish Pretender upon the 
throne, and being fully convinced, that several 
treasonable correspondences have been entered 
i by the said traitors for soliciting a foreign 
i to rnvade these kingdoms ; and that en- 
ours have at the same time been used by 
for raising insurrections, and inciting a 
rebellion at home ; and the Commons finding 
with horror and astonishment, that some of the 
conspirators had arrived to such a height of 
wickedness, as to engage in a villainous and 
execrable design of laying violent hands on his 
Majesty's most sacred person, were thoroughly 
Sensible, that nothing could so effectually con- 
tribute to the safety of his Majesty, and the 
preservation of our present happy establish- 
ment in Church and State, as a perfect unani-* 
mity between the two Houses of Parliament, 
and had therefore desired this Conference to 
communicate the said Report to their lordships, 
together with the original Papers and Exami- 
nations referred to therein. 

" That as «t might be necessary to the Com- 
mons in their farther proceedings, to have re- 
course, from time to time, to the said original 
Papers and Examinations, they did desire, that 
upon application to be made to their lordships, 
the same might be returned to them. Con- 
cluding, that the Commons did not doubt but 
that the same zeal which actuated them, would 
likewise animate their lordships in the vigorous 
prosecution of these wicked conspirators, till 
they were brought to exemplary justice, and 
until the united resentments of both Hou:es of 
Parliament should convince the whole world, 
of the danger there is for the most subtile trai- 
tors to attempt the subversion of this govern- 
ment, or endeavour to deprive a free and happy 
people of the blessing of his Majesty's reign, 
and the succession of his royal family, upon 
which their religion, laws and liberties, entirely 
depend." 

Mr. Pulteney also left with the Lords a trunk 
locked up, containing the original Papers, Let- 
ters and Examinations : and the managers be- 
ing returned, lord Townshend reported the said 
conference, whereupon their lordships ordered, 
t, u That the said Report and original Papers 
be referred to a Committee of Nine, to be cho- 
sen by ballot next day; and that the said trunk 
and key be delivered to the Lord Chancellor, 
till the same be disposed of by order of the 
House. 2. That the managers of the Confe- 
rence be a committee to prepare what might 
be fit to be offered to the Commons by way of 
Answer to so much of what was delivered to 
them at the said Conference relating to the 
said original Papers." 

The Lords chuse a Commit lee of Nine to in- 
quire into the Plot.] Accordingly, on. the 16th, 
the Lords proceeded by ballot, to the choice of 
nine peers to be a Committee to inquire into 
the said Conspiracy, and upon a scrutiny, the 
following List was carried by a great majority, 



vie. the dukes of Dorset and Montroae; the 
earls of Scarborough, Lincoln, and Jlay ; the 
viscounts Lonsdale and Torongtoo; the b»boy§ 
of Lincoln and Salisbury./ 

The Lords Scarsdak, Strafford, Cowper, Cra- 
ven, Gower, Bathurtty and Bingley, complain 
of their Names being mentioned in the Commons' 
Report relating to the Plot.] March 21. *Con> 
plaint was made to the 'House by -the earls of 
Scarsdale, Strafford, Cowper ; the lords Craven, 
Gower, Bathurst, and Bingley, That in the Ex* 
animations of Christopher Layer, in the printed 
Appendixes referred to in the Report from the 
Committee appointed by the House of Com- 
mons to examine Christopher Layer* and others* 
it is set forth, That one John Plunkett told him 
the said Layer, that the said lords were of a 
club or meeting called, in some of the shift 
Pluftkett's letters, Bin-ford's Club. The said 
Lords severally declared the same to be false 
and groundless ; and 

Earl Cowper in particular complained, That 
little regard had been shewn to divers members 
of that illustrious and noble assembly, whose" 
honour and reputation bad been attacked, bj 
being mentioned in the Report from the Secret 
Committee of the House of Commons, being 
represented, upon mere hearsay, as privy to 
treasonable designs against the government* 
That for his own part, as the late queen Anne, 
of glorious and immortal memory, had thought 
fit to raise him to the dignity of a peer, how on* 
worthy soever he was of that honour, he thought 
it a duty incumbent upon him, to defend the 
rights and privileges of the peerage of England, 
which they held by the fundamental laws of the 
land, and were confirmed to them by Magna 
Charta. Jhat after having, on so many occa* 
sions, and in the most difficult times, given an* 
doubted proofs of his hearty zeal and affection 
for the Protestant succession, and of his attach* 
ment to hie Majesty's person and 'government* 
he had just reason to be offended, to see his 
name bandied about in a List * of a chimerical 

* In order to clear themselves from the false 
aspersions cast upon them in Layer's Examina- 
tion, the earl Cowper and Mr. Archibald 
Hutchison published the foUowmg Declarations. 

The DictAltATioff of William Earl Cowper, 
shewing, that the Matters contained in some 
Hear-says, relating to him, in the Examina- 
tions of Christopher Layer, are false and 
groundless. 

" Though bear-say does not affect any One, 
either in law or reason, yet it deserves contra* 
diction, where the truth will bear it, especially 
if printed : And therefore finding that Layer in 
bis examinations of the 19th of January and 4th 
of February last, hath said, that one Plunkett 
told him, (as explaining what was meant by 
Burfbrd's Club) that lord Orrery was chairman; 
and that lord Cowper, and seven other lords, 
and six commoners named, were of that Club/; 
and (bat this Club met monthly, as he, Lay*?, 
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Club of diaafffcted persons, printed in the said 
Report', on the bare hear-say of an infamous 
person, notoriously guilty of prevarication ; and 
who, in the opinion even of the secrevCommit* 
tee, id order to magnify the number of the Pre- 
tender's friends, did, in several lists, insert the 
names of persons as well affected to the Pre- 
tender's service, without having the least autho- 
rity fer so doing; which alone was sufficient to 
give an air of fiction to the, whole conspiracy. 
Hereupon his lordship moved, " That John 
Flunkett, now in custody, being the person who, 
Layer says, in one or more of bis Examinations, 
told him, that several lords of Parliament, 
therein named, were of a club or meeting call* 
©d, in some of the said John Plunkett's letters, 
Burford's Club, be forthwith brought to the 
bar of this House, to be examined touching the 
laid matter only ? w - 

This motion being seconded, 



thought, at one another's houses : And not 
doubting but my averment will be believed 
before any hear-say, especially from one in 
Layer's sad circumstances ; I do hereby declare 
and affirm upon my honour, That I do not 
know, or believe, and never heard before the 
said Examinations were talked of, that there 
was any such club or meeting : That as to three 
of the commoners named, viz. sir H. Goring, 
Mr. Dawkins, and Mr. Sfaippen, I do not know 
them so much as by sight : and as for two of 
the remaining three commoners, viz. sir Constan- 
tinePhipps and general Webb, I have not been 
in their, or either of their companies at any 
time within sixteen years last past : And as to 
tie lords, I never met them, or any of them, 
- .but either accidentally on visits of ceremony, 
or in the time of Parliament, and that with 
other lords on the business of parliament only: 
And for one of the said commoners, whom J 
mm acquainted with, viz. Mr. Hutcheson, I never 
once was at any meeting with him together with 
tony of the said lords or commoners. And 
Whereas Layer in his examination of tjie '19th 
of September last, said, That lord Orrery told him 
That lord Cowper told him (lord Orrery) that 
S00 tones and 90 grumbletonians, would try 
their, last effort in the fioqse of Commons ; and 
in another examination of the 21st of the same 
month, Layer repeats the same, except that he 
uses the words, angry whigs, instead of the word 
ferumbletonians : I do hereby declare, and af- 
firm upon my honour, That f never said so to 
lord Orrery, nor to that eflfect, nor any thing 
like it : And 1 do therefore verily believe that 
lord Orrery never said that I did.*' Cowper. 

A Declaration signed by Archibald Hutche- 
son, "esq. and given to several of his acquain- 
1 tance, soon after he had perused the Exam in a- 
* tion of Christopher Layer in the Appendix 
. to the Report of the" Secret Committee, in 
**: ; vri)ich Layer has made mention of his came. 
*~ : as one of Burford's Club ; which the said 
f leaver, in his Examinations saith, he was told 
* s fe>craePiunkett* Mwh«yim, 
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Lord Townshend said, He was extremely 
sorry to find bis lordship should lay so much 
stress, and so highly resept his being mentioned 
in the Report; that his lordship's name with 
several others, being part of an Examination, 
it was absolutely necessary it should be men- 
tioned t that at the same time, the Committee 
had declared, they were entirely satisfied of 
his lordship's innocence, so that his lordship's 
reputation could not have suffered upon that 
account. But, that on the other hand, he was 
much surprized to find that a noble peer, whose 
abilities and merit had justly so great weight in 
that illustrious assembly, should, upon a trivial 
circumstance, ridicule as a fiction, a horrid and 
execrable conspiracy,. supported by so many 
concurring proofs - as amounted to a demon* 
Stration; and from a false, trifling particular, 
infer, that no part of it was true. ' 

Lord J$athurSt answered the lord Townshend, 

" Having read part of the Examination of 
Layer of (the 19th of January and 4th of Fe- 
bruary last, in the Appendix to the Report of 
the Secret Committee, in which layer is men- 
tioned to have said, That one, Piunkett bid him, 
as explaining what was meant by Clifford's 
Club, that lord Orrery was chairman^ and that 
this Club met monthly, atone another r s nouses, 
as Layer thought ; and that Plunkett told him, 
That there were eight other lords and six com- 
moners (whose names he mentions ; and mini 
as one of them) of that Club : Ido hereby de- 
clare, upon the honour of a gentleman, That I 
do not know, or believe, that there was a club 
or meeting of any of 'the lords or gentlemen 
mentioned in the said examination, nor have X 
ever heard of any meeting* where lord Orrery 
was present, except that which was carried pa 
in the two last sessions of Parliament, when 
lord Orrery, and several lords and gentleuaen 
(not .mentioned in Layer's examination) me$ 
weekly, and I believe with great innoj^ircf, 
dined at one -another** houses; and t po &jr* 
ther affirm, That even on accidental visits, t 
have seldom met together any two of the lords, 
and commoners so men tipped in Layer's exami- 
nation : That there are two of these commoners 
(sir Henry Goring and Mr. Dawkins) whose 
faces X do not know ; and two others (geperal 
Webb and* sir Constantine Phipps) between 
whom and me there hath not been, for fifteen 
years last passed, the intercourse even of cere- 
monial visits ; and between me and the fifth 
commoner (Mr. Shippen) but very seldom : That 
there are three of those lords (Scarsdale, Craven, 
Gower) with whom I have very little acquain- 
tance; a fourth (lord Bingley) whom I have 
never met any where but in visits to others; or / 
in public places; and a fifth (the Bishop of 
Rochester) in whose company I have been but 
twice in three years time. I mention this to 
shew the notorious falsehood of Layer's hear- 
say evidence of Burford's Club, an appellation 
I never heard of untill some time after the ap- 
pointment of the Secret Committee. 

Arch. HwirJsoir.* 
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and was supported by the lord Craven, and the 
aarl of Kinoul, who insinuated as if the main 
drift of the Plot was a base contrivance of 
their enemies, to blast their honour and reputa- 
tion, and to render the, best patriots useless to 
their country, by making them obnoxious. 
The earl of Strafford having expressed his just 
resentment with more warmth than the. rest, 

Lord Cadogan said thereupon, That for his 
awn part, though his name was often men- 
tioned in the report, he never troubled himself 
about it; but, in his opinion, there was reason 
to believe some people were sore, when they 
winolied so much at the least touch. 

The' Earl of Strafford repelled this reflection, 
with a great deal of vivacity, and said, He was 
as whole and sound as any in that illustrious 
assembly ? but as he had the honour to have 
more ancient noble blood running in his veins, 
than Borne others, so, he hoped, he might be' 
allowed to express a more than ordinary re- 
sentment against insults offered to the Peerage. 

Protest on Plunkett'* Attendance being re- 
fused.] Some members apprehending the issue 
af this warm debate, called for the question, 
which being put upon the earl Cowper's mo- 
tion, was carried in the negative by 81 voices 
against 26. . 

¥ Dissentient* 
" Aad for reasons we refer to those entered, 
as a protestation* made ou the 9th day of this 
instant March, to a Resolution of the like na- 
ture: (S*gned,jScarsdaie, Ayiesford, Bathurst, 
Montjoy, Westm. Compton, Exeter, 
Bingley, Uxbridge, Gewer, Hay, Cow- 
• par, Foley, Craven, Litchfield, Dart- 
mouth, Strafford, Pouleit, Guilford." 

Layer farther examined.] Then the dnke 
af Dorset, .chairman of the Secret Committee, 
moved, That the said committee might have 
leave to examine Mr. Layer, as to some mate- 
rial things, relating to the conspiracy, abso- 
lutely necessary for them to be satisfied in ; 
but though this motion was opposed by the 
earfCowper, and some others, yet it was car- 
ried without a division; and, the next day the 
lords committees went to the Tower to exa- 
mine Mr. Layer. - 

The Bill, < To inflict fains and Penalties on 
* the Bishop ofJlochesterJ brought in A March 
22. Mr. xbnge presented to the House of 
Commons, a Bill 4 For inflicting certain pains 
and penalties upon Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
lord bishop of Rochester;' which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
on the 4th of April. It was also ordered, 
1. That a copy of the said Bill and of the said 
Order Be forthwith sent to the said lord bishop 
of Rochester, and delivered to him by the 
Serjeant at Arms attending this House. 2. That 
Mr. Attorney-General and Mr. Solicitor-Ge- 
neral do take care that the evidence against 
the said Francis lord bishop of Rochester, be 
ready to be produced to this House, upon the 
4th of April 3. That the said f rands lord 



bishop of Rochester be allowed pes, ink, aad 

paper." 

March 23. A Petition of George Kelly, 
clerk, prisoner in the Tower of London, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that 
he might be heard by himself and counsel 
against the Bill, * For inflicting certain paint 
and penalties upon him/ &c. before the same 
should pass into a law ; and that this House 
would assign sir Constantine Phipps and Ser- 
jeant Darnell for his counsel, and Mr. Hugh 
Watson for his Solicitor : and that they might 
have free access to him, to receive bis instruc- 
tions in private ; and that be might have the 
summons of this House, for such witnesses as 
he should think necessary. — The prayer of this 
Petition, the last of all excepted, was granted; 
and an order thereupon made accordingly. 

March 25. Mr. Speaker acquainted the 
House, That he had that morning received a 
Letter from the lord bishop of Rochester, that 
his lordship having received a copy of a Bill, 
1 For inflicting certain pains and penalties upon 
' him/ for supposed crimes of which he was 
innocent, he hoped he should be allowed to 
have sir Constantine Phipps, and William 
Wynne, esq. for his counsel, and Mr. Joseph 
Taylor, and Mr. William Morrice for his Soli- 
citors to assist him, in order to the making his 
defence ; and that they might have free access 
to him to receive his instructions, and give him 
their advice in private, which was granted. 

March 27. A Petition of George Kelly, 
clerk, prisoner in the Tower of London, was 
presented to the House, and read, praying, that 
the second reading of the bill, ' For inflicting 
' certain pains and penalties upon, him,* might 
be put off till the 8th of April; and that the 
Depositions upon oath, of Mr. Michael Bir- 
mingham, surgeon, and Messieurs Bask and 
Borgomo, merchants, who resided at Paris, to 
be taken before a public notary, or before 
some or one of the British residents there, 
and also the deposition of Mr. Gordon, banker 
in Boulogne in France, to be taken upon oath 
before the chief magistrate of the said town, 
or a public notary there, might be admitted to 
be read at the bar of this House, as evidence for 
the petitioner. 

Mr. Hungerfbrd, sir William Wyndham, Itfr. 
Palmer, end Mr. Shippen spoke in behalf of 
this Petition ; but being answered by Mr. Ro- 
bert Walpole, sir Joseph Jekyll, and sir Wil- 
liam Thompson, it was" carried without divid- 
. ing, that the said Petition be rejected, 

March 28*. The Bill, * For inflicting certain 
1 pains and Penalties upon John Plunkett,' was, 
according to order, read a second, time; and 
though Mr. Plunkett did not think fit to make 
any defence, yet the Commons, proceeded, and 
the counsel for the Bill produced extracts of se- 
veral original letters from* abroad, giving intel- 
ligence of the Conspiracy. And the counsel 
having summed up the evidence,, and being 
withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened the Bill, and 
the question being put, That lb* said BUI bt 
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committed to a Committee of the whole 
House, the same was carried without dividing. 

Debate concerning PlunketCs Punishment.] 
March 29. The Commons went into a grand 
Committee upon the Bill, ' For inflicting cer- 
* tain Pains and Penalties upon John Plunkett.' 
Mr. Onslow heing placed in the chair, several 
letters and other original papers, proved by 
several witnesses to be Mr. Plunkett's hand- 
writing, were read, as was also a letter from the 
Pretender, a ud several other letters from general 
Dillon to Plunkett ; all which clearly evmciug, 
that he had a principal share in. the contriving 
and carrying on of the Conspiracy, Mr. Miller 
moved, that the pains and penalties, for which 
a blank was left in the bill, might extend to 
death, urging, That in his opinion, there was 
sufficient proof to* convict him -of higl^-treason 
even in Westminster Hall. He was seconded 
by the lord Middleton, sir John Rushout, Mr. 
Clayton, Mr. Sondes, Mr. Walter Chetwyn, Mr. 
John Chetwyn, sir Wilfred Lawson, and many 
others ; but they were opposed by Mr. Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, Mr, Horace Wajpole, Mr. 
Thomas Broderick, and sir Joseph Jekyll, who 
among other reasons aliedged, That the filling up 
the blank with ' Death,' would be a kind of 
deceit put on the prisoner, because a bill for 
pains and penalties was generally understood 
not to reach life, and that it was to* be supposed 
the prisoner took it in that sense, otherwise he 
would have made some defence. 

The members who were for death, seeing 
the courtiers of a contrary opinion; would not 
divide the House; and then, Mr. Attorney 
General moved, " That the pains and penal- 
ties might be imprisonment in some part of 
Great Britain, during the pleasure of his Ma- 
jesty, his heirs and successors, forfeiture of his 
estate,, and that his attempting to make, or 
Others favouring, his escape, be made felony." 
The question being put thereupon was carried 
in the Affirmative by 280 voices against 91. 

; Petition of the Bishop of Rochester for Di- 
rections how to proceed about the Bill against 
him in the House of Commons^] March 29. A 
Petition of Francis lord bishop of Rochester 
was, by the lord Bathurst, presented to the 
Lords, setting forth, " That, by order of the 
House of Commons, he has received a copy of 
a Bill for inflicting certain pains and penalties 
upon hinrfbr supposed crimes, of which he is 
ilinocent : that, by another order of the said 
House- (upon the Petitioner's letter to the 
Speaker) Council and solicitors are allowed 
to -come to him, to assist him in the making his 
defence; but the Petitioner finding, by a 
•standing order of this roost honourable House, 
t>f the 20th of January, 1673, that no lord may 
appear by council before the House of Com- 
mons, to answer any accusation there, he is 
under great difficulty ; and that he may" not 
life any thing which may give offence to their 
lordships, and be derogatory to the rights of 

rrage, in which, as a member of this House 
hat the honour to partake, the petitioner 
Vol. VIII, 
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humbly prays their lordships' directions for his 
conduct in this behalf." 

Debate thereon.] 'then the standing order 
being read, a motion was made, and the ques- ( 
tion was put, That the bishop of Rochester 
being a Lord of Parliament, ought not to answer 
or make his defence by council or otherwise in 
the House of Commons, to any bill t>r accusa- 
tion there depending. 

This motion was strongly supported by lord 
Lecbmere, the earls Qowper and Strafford, 
the lords Trevor and Bathurst, who urged, That 
the House of Peers being the highest court Qf 
judicature, no other court ought to intrench 
upon their privileges. But the lord Maccles- 
field, the lords Carteret and Townshend, the 
dukes of Wharton and Argyle, the earls of Pe- 
terborough and Coningsby, and , 

The lord Harcourt alledged, That, in this 
affair, the Commons did not act as a court of 
judicature, but as a part of the legislature ; of 
which they were as much a part, and to which 
they had as much a right as the Lords them- 
selves. ' 

The Duke of Wharton addetf, That the 
matter before them needed no great debate : 
for the Bishop haying already applied to the 
House of Commons, in abetter to their speaker 
for council to be assigned him, it was prepos- 
terous now for him to pray the Lords, not to 
give him leave to be heard before the Corn* 
mons, which was the drift of his Petition. 

, Protest on that Occasion.] Hereupon the 
question being put upon the motion, it was re- 
solved in the negative, by 78 voices against , 

32: 

" Dissentient" 
1. " Because we conceive, the permitting 
the lprd bishop of Rochester to make his de* 
fence in the House of Commons would be di- 
rectly contrary to the words and meaning of the 
standing order of the House, bearing date the 
20th of January, 1673, which expressly and 
clearly orders, That for the foture no lord (which 
extends to lords spiritual as well as temporal) 
shall go down to the House of Commons, or 
send His answer in writing, or appear by coun- 
cil to answer any accusation there i and it is 
observable that this order is worded absolutely, 
and not qualified by the words * without leave 
* of the House/ as the following standing order 
of the 25th of November 1696, which prohibit* 
Lords from, going into the House of Commons 
while the House is sitting, is qualified ; from 
which different penning, as well as from tlie 
preamble of the said first mentioned order 
(which shews the mischief designed to be pre- 
vented was, the givitig leave, in case of lords 
desiring it, to appear or answer accusations in 
the House of Commons) we infer* that the said 
order of January, 1673, was meant as a rule 
for all future times, that if leave should bt 
asked by a lord of Parliament to answer or 
make a defence to an accusation (in any form, 
as we conceive) in the House of Commons, ft 
P 
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ought to be denied, as deeply intrenching on 
tbe privileges Of this House. 

%, " The said standing, order, in affirmance of 
which tbe .quest ion was moved, ought to be of 
the 'greater weight, in our opinion, it having 
been founded on the consideration and report 
rof a Committee (to whom it was particular! y 
deferred to consider the practice of the* Lords 
Hesirmg leave to t answer accusations in ' tbe 
deouse of Commons) on the perusal of prece- 
conts in that Committee; and upon serious 
densideration and perusal Of the same prece- 
dents in the House itself. 

S.f" We cannot apprehend but that a bill, by 
which crimes are charged and a preparation 
is made to inflict penalties, if the* crimes are 
proved, contains ' clearly an accusation, es*- 
peciaHy when a day is given, and council al- 
lowed by the House of Commons to the per- 
son against whom the crimes are alledged to 
'make a defence to (he same ; which proceed- 
ing, though in the legislative capacity of that 
House, carries in it all the essential parts of a 
judicial trial ; and* we therefore conceive that 
this House ought to be more jealous of their 
members answenng in the House of Commons 
an accusation in this form, rather than in any 
other, since thereby they submit themselves to 
try the point of their being guilty or not guilty 
in the House of Commons, and that in order to 
receive the sentence and judgment of that 
House, by passing or rejecting the Bill ; and 
this, in our opinions, more deeply entrenches, 
as the standing order expressed) it, on the pri- 
vileges of this House, than a Lord's going down 
to tbe House of Commons, during a debate 
fhere r to prevent an. impeachment, doth ; the 
latter beting only to prevent an accusation, but 
~the former is, as we clearly conceive, to an- 
swer an accusation there ; the very thing pro- 
hibited by tbe standing order. 

4. " We think the accusation which Lords 
are prohibited to answer by this standing order, 
must be chiefly, if not only understood, of an 
accusation couched jn a bill (as in the present 
case) since we never heard that any lord of 
parliament did at any time answer to, or de- 

> fend in person, or by council, an impeachment 
in the House of Commons, though they may 
have gone down to the House by connivance 
to prevent such impeachment ; and therefore 
Lords defending themselves in the House of 
Commons against an impeachment, could not 
be the mischief intended to be cured by the 
Said standing order. 

5. " That the bouse of Commons, on bills to 
inflict penalties, do proceed, strictly speaking, 
Hi their legislative capacity, is certainly true ; 
and yet it is plain to us, that, in reality, they 
partake in such cases with the House of Lords 
m the judicature, or r which is all one, in 
trying and adjudging offenders to punishment ; 
8nd though the Lords should, in very extra- 
ordinary cases, think fit to concur in such a 
method of punishing, yet it is, in our opinions, 
going by much too far for' the Lords to permit 
•ny of their body to make defence in the House 
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of Commons, either by himself or council ; 
which is letting themselves down to a .very 
great degree, and. giving an unnecessary en- 
couragement to that rhanner of proceeding: 
and when the Lords have so far submitted to 
this course, we think there is little reason to 
expect that afterwards the Commons will ever 
appear at the Lords' bar as accusers, when they 
can, by this way, make themselves as much 
judges, even over Lords, as, in this proceeding 
by bill the Lords themselves are. 

6. " Though Lords, by not being permitted 
to appear, either in person or by council, to de- 
fend themselves in the House of Commons, 
may be thought possibly to lose some advan- 
tage in their defence, yet, we think, it was and 
is the true meaning of the said standing order* 
first mentioned, that a lord should rather so£< 
fer something of inconvenience in that parti- 
cular, and commit his cause to God and the 
justice of the House of which he is a member, 
and who are his proper judges, than in any de- 
gree debase or derogate from the legal state 
and dignity of the Lords in general. 

7. " Although there be, as we conceive, a very 
manifest and important difference in reason j as 
to the matter of this question, between tbe 
case of the bishops (who are declared by the 
standing order of the 33d of May, 1628, to be 
only Lords of Parliament, and not Peerr, for 
they are not of trial by nobility) and that of 
the Peers of the realm, who undoubtedly, for 
matters of treason and felony, are triable by 
their Peers only; yet since, by the standing 
order first mentioned, bishops are as much 

1 and as clearly prohibited to answer an accusa- 

. tion in the House of Commons, as the Peers 
arid' Lords temporal are, we cannot but ap- 
prehend, with the deepest concern, that this 
case may be used Tiereafter as a precedent 
(though, as we take it, far from being a pre? 
cedent in point) to bring by degrees the Peers 
of the realm to defend themselves against ac- 
cusations of the like nature in the House of 
Commons ; which if once brought to be a prac- 
tice, we are of opinion, that the Peers of the 
Realm would in great measure be degraded 
from their peerages, and so by weakening and 

, debasing the order of nobility, which in its in* 
stitution was meant, or at least hath proved a 
lpstre and security to the crown, the safety as 
well as dignity of tbe crown itself may be 
hereafter in a great degree impaired. . . 

{Signed) Scarsdale, Cowper, Strafford, Poolett^ 

» Hay, Foley, Arundel, Uxbridge, Wes- 

ton, Bruce, Litchfield, Montjoy, Ba- 
tburst* BingJey, Dartmouth* Gower, 
Treves Aylesford, Ashburnham, Comp* 
ton, Guildfiord." 

Then a second question was put, That, this 
House give leave to tbe bishop of Rochester to 
be heard in the House of Commons, by coun- 
cil, or otherwise, if he thought fit, and. that he 
have notice sent bun, That this House consent* 
ed thereto, it was carried in the affirmatively 
77 against 27. 
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April 3. The Cdramons in a grand Com- 
mittee eonsidered of the Pains and Penalties to 
be inflicted on George Kelly, and after some . 
debate, it was resolved, by 224 voices against 
112, that his punishment should be the same ds 
John Plunkett's. v 

The Bishop of Rochester declines making his 
Defence at the liar of the Home of Commons.} 
April 4. the bishop of .Rochester's trial being 
to come on that morning, his lordship sent a 
Letter to Mr. Speaker,which he desired might be 
communicated to the House; and accordingly, 
Mr. %eaker read the said Letter, containing in 
substance, *' That his lordship; thougb con- 
scious of his own innocence, did, on several 
accounts, decline givii}gt}iat House an * trouble 
.that day, and contented himself with the op- 
portunity, if the bill went on, of making his 
jdefeuce before another, of which he bad the 
'honour to be a member." 

Notwithstanding this disappointment, the 
Commons proceeded in that affair, and the 
counsel for the bill being called in, and the Ml 
read, the counsel opened the evidence, and 
produced a scherne, taken amongst Mr. Layer's 
papers, which was read ; as were also several 
copies of letters stopped at the post-office. 
Then the counsel examined several witnesses, 
to make good the allegations of the bill ; 'pro- 
duced several papers taken at his lordship's 
houses at Westminster and Bromjey ; as also 
m packet taken on one olfhis lordship's servants 
.at the Tower of London; and examined two 
-witnesses ; one to prove, that a letter and 

J' >aper contained in the satf packet were his 
ordship's hand-writing; and the other to prove, 
that a letter directed to Mr. Dubois, taken 
amongst his lordship's papers, at the deanry at 
Westminster, was sealed with the same seal 
jthat the letter taken on his lordship's servant 
,at the Tower, was sealed. Then the counsel 
summed up the evidence, and being withdrawn, 
the bill was committed to a grand committee 
/or the sixth instant. 

April 5. The engrossed bill for punishing 
Plunket was read the third time; and the 
question being put, That the bill do pass, the 
same was strenuously opposed by sir William 
Wyndham, who was seconded by Mr. Shippen 
and Mr. Kettleby ; but being answered by 
% Mr. Robert Walpole and sir Joseph Jekyll, the 
question was carried in the affirmative by 250 
voices agai nst 72. Hereupon \ he said bill was 
ordered to be carried up to the ( Lords. % 

The Bishop of Rochester's PeUtitm complain 
~ing of Violence being used in searching him % in 
the Tomer.] April 5. A Petition of Francis 
hishop of Rochester, prisoner in the Tower, 
was presented to the Lords and 'read, setting 
forth, " That on Thursday the 4th instant, 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, coldnel 
Williamson, deputy-lieutenant of the Towerj 
attended by Mr. Serjeant, the gentleman- 
porter, and by two wardens, "came up to the 
petitioner's room while he wa< at dinner, and 
having put bis two servant* under the custody 



of warders below, told the petitioner be must 
search him; the petitioner asked him for his 
warrant; he answered, he had authority from 
the ministry, affirming it upon his salvation ; 
but the petitioner refused to be searched till be 
shewed it; he then said he bad a verbal order, 
but refused to say from whom; the petitioner 
told him, if it were verbal only, it did not 
appear to him, and he would not be searched; 
be endeavoured nevertheless to search the peti- 
tioner's pockets himself by force, but the 
petitioner wrapped his morning-gown about 
aim, and would not Buffer him till he shewed his 
warrant, which the petitioner demanded five or 
six times to no purpose ; .he then ordered the 
two warders attending him to come to the pe- 
titioner and dp their duty, and one of them 
laid hands lipon him, and began to use vio- 
lence ; and though the petitioner knocked and 
called often for bis servants, colonel Williamson 
said they should not, nor were they permitted 
to come near him ; upon this, the; petitioner 
submitted, and they t6ok every thing out of his 
pockets, and searched his bureau and desk, and 
carried away with them two seals;, tbey seized 
also a paper in the petitioner's pocket, but that 
being a letter to his solicitor about the manag- 
ing of his cause, which the ^petitioner thought 
they could have no pretence to seize while he 
was under the protection of parliament, he took 
it ngain from them and tore it, but they carried 
part of it along with them; they searched 
also his two servants below, and took away a 
seal from one of them ; and those two servants 
likewise demanded their warrant, but they had 
none to produce ; the petitioner therefore, as 
a lord of parliament, though under confine- 
ment, humbly prays that their lordships would 
be pleased to take these matters into serious 
consideration, and grant him such relief and 
protection as their lordships shall judge proper 
against such unprecedented illegal and insolent 
usage.'- 

Debate on a Motion for the Deputy Lieute- 
nant, $c. to attend.] And thereupon a motion 
was made, and the question was put, " That 
colonel Williamson, the deputy-lieutenant of 
the Tower of London, Mr, Serjeant, the 
gentleman-porter, the two warders whoattended 
colonel Williamson yesterday in the apart- 
ment of the bishop of Rochester, prisoner in 
the Tower of London, and the two servants of 
the said bishop attending his lordship, do' at- 
tend at the bar of this House immediately, to 
give an account of the matters mentioned in the 
said petition?" 

Protest on their Attendance being refused^ 
The earls Cowperand Strafford, the mrds Lech- 
mere and Bathurst, spoke for this motion ; but 
were answered by the lords Townshend, Car- 
teret, and Harcourt ;>and the question being put 
(hereupon, it was carried in the negative by ft 
majority of 56 voices against 24* 

"-Dissentient? 
1. « Because the fetWoner, sj a lord of 
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parliament and member of this House, though 
no peer of tnis realm, hath an unquestionable 
right, under all circumstances, to the justice, 
and protection of this House against any person 
whatsoever, who, during the sitting of Parlia- 
ment, commits any act of violence to his per- 
son or property, which this House may adjudge 
to a breach of privilege; and therefore as we 
conceive, the facts alledged in the petition, if 
the same are true, and no account given of 
them by the_persons concerned, to the satis- 
factipn of this House, are an unwarrantable at- 
tempt upon a member of this House, we think, 
that in justice to the petitioner, and to the ho- 
nour and privileges of this House, there ought to 
hate been an immediate and impartial examina- 
tion by, this House of the persons concerned, we 
finding no instance on the journals of this House, 
where any member of the House hath com- 
plained, by petition or otherwise, of the least 
violence or injury to his person, during the 
time of privilege, wherein the House hath not 
ordered an examination of the facts so com* 
plained of. * « • 

2. " Because it Appears to us, that the peti- 
tioner being under imprisonment, and a bill 
depending against him in the House of Com- 
mons, that House having allowed him the 
benefit of council and solicitors for making his 
defence, were proceeding against the petitioner 
on that bill, in all probability, at the very 
time the matters complained of were trans- 
acted ; and as that bill may soon come under 
the consideration and judgment of this House, 
the seizing the petitioner's letter to his solicitor, 
or any thing winch may concern .his defence, 
we are of opinion, ought to have been examined 
into, it being, as we. conceive, against the rules 
of natural justice, the laws of all nations, and 
the fundamental and known laws of this realm, 
that any papers or other things in the lawful 
possession of the person so accused, and which 
may relate to his defence, should be forcibly 
wrested from him; or that any person, and 
more especially a lord of parliament, being 
under imprisonment and accusation for high 
treason, should by terror or other violence,,' be, 
without just cause, in any degree disturbed in 
or disabled from making his defence. 

3. " Because the refusing to enter into the 
examination of the matters complained of by 
the petition may, in our opinions, be construed 
to be a justification of the proceedings therein 
alledged, even though there was not x a reason- 
able occasion for the same; and it being. sug* 
gested in the petition, that the deputy-lieute- 
nant of the Tower v did affirm to the prisoner, 
upon his salvation, that he had a verbal order 
from the ministry, though he refused to say from 
whom, arid not pretending that what he did 
was by his own authority, we are of opinion 
that it was of the greatest consequence to the 
honour of his Majesty's government, that this 
House should have examined into this proceed- 
ing; and the rather, because we conceive it to 
be of tfie highest importance to tbe .free and 
impartial administration of justice, that this 



House should on all occasions discount ^pance 
all appearance Of force, especially oo a law! of 
Parliament imprisoned and accused o£ high 
treason. - »*. » 

* 4. " Because, we think, that if an unjusti- 
fiable violence be .offered to the person ©J? 
privilege of any member of this House, and 
nat examined into, it may prove aa encourage- 
ment to commit the like, if not farther abuses 
on any other member of this House in future 

times. (Signed,) Strafford, Cowper, Ba- 

' tburst, Hay, Montjoy, Guilford, Lecb- 

mere, Scarsdale, Poulett, Weston, Fo- 
ley, Litchfield, Ashburnham, Biogjey, 
Bruce." 

Debate Jn the Commons concerning the 
Punishment of the Bishop of Rochester. J April 
6. The Bill for punishing George Kelly alias 
Johnson, was read the third time, passed, and 
sent up to the Lords ; and then the Commons 
went into a grand committee upon the Bill, 

* For inflicting- certain pains' and penalties 
' upon Francis lord bishop of Rochester/ 

When it came to the filling up the blank for 
pains and penalties, the court-party moved, 
That he should be deprived' of his office and 
benefice, banished the kingdom, be guilty o€ 
felony if he returned, and that it should not be 
in the king's power to pardon him without con- 
sent of Parliament; but without forfeiture of 
goods and chattels. Hereupon < 

Mr. Laze son represented, That the evidence 
against^the bishop being all either hearsay, or 
conjecture, and therefore not to be depended 
upon, he ought 1o have no punishment at aU. 

Mr. Oglethorpe was of the same opinion, but 
gave it another turn ; he said, It was plain, 
the Pretender had none but a company of 
silly fellows, about him ; and it was to be reared, 
that if the bishop, who was allowed to be a ' 
man of great parts, should be banished, he 
might be solicited and tempted to go to Rome, | 
and there be in a capacity to do more mischief 
by his advice, than if he was suffered to stay 
in England, under the watchful eye of those in 
power. 

But the question being put upon the first , 
motion, it was carried without any division. 

April 9, The said Bill was read the third 1 
time, passed, and sent up to the Lords. ^ 

Report of the Lords relating to t&£ 
Conspiracy.] April 23. Tbe duke of Dorset 
according to order reported from the Lords 
Committees to whom the Report and original 
Papers delivered by the House of Commons, at 
several Conferences, were referred ; and who- • 
were empowered to examine Christopher Layer, 
and such other persons as they from time to 
time should think proper, and to whom several 
Informations and Papers, laid before the House., 
by his'Majesty's command, relajtipg to the Con* 
soiracy mentioned in his Majesty's Speech, at 
the opening of this Parliament, to be carrying- 
on against his person and government, wera 
referred. 
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Tha* the Committee* having carefully com- 
pared the said Report with the original papers 
referred to them, and having examined several 
persons in relation to the treasonable practices 
and correspondences therein sett forth, are, 
folly satisfied afid convinced, that a detesta- 
ble and wicked conspiracy has been formed and 
carried on, for soliciting a foreign force to in- 
vade these kingdoms, for raising a rebellion, 
imd inciting insurrections, in London, and 
divers other parts of Great Britain, 'and even 
for laying violent hands on the sacred person of 
his Majesty, and on his royal highness the 
prince of Wales, ia order to destroy our reli- 
gion and constitution, by placing a Popish Pre- 
tender on the throne. 

Ami the Lords Committees think themselves 
obliged, in justice, to observe, that the extra- 
ordinary vigilance and application which has 
been shewn by the House of Commons, in de- 
tecting this scene of iniquity, and laying its 
most hidden springs, in so full and clear a light, 
as it has . greatly contributed to the public safety, 
by opening the eyes; and awakening the just 
resentment, of an injured nation ; so it cannot 
foil to excite a proportionable zeal and emula- 
tion in your lordships, fer concurring with that 
Hqpse, in the no less necessary work of bring- 
ing the authors of these wicked designs to such 
exemplary punishment, as may he a lasting ad- 
monition to posterity^ that artifice and disguise 
can no more lessen the danger, tHan mitigate 
the guilt, of treason ; and that they act under a 
fatal delusion, who hope to abuse the lenity of 
our laws to the roin of our Constitution. 

The Lords Committees think it astrong con- 
firmation of the truth and exactness of the said 
Report, that several material observations, 
which are there advanced as grounded upon 
probable conjectures only, have since been 
amply verified- and supported by fresh discove- 
ries, arising from the papers lately referred to 
them by your lordships. 

The intelligence sent by colonel Stanhope 
and sir Anthony Westcombe, in relation to the 
Pretender's ships^under Morgan, as well as the 
explication given by the Committee of the 
House of Commons to several of the fictitious 
names in the intercepted correspondence, is 
very much illustrated and confirmed by papers 
seized on buard The Revolution, and by the 
examinations of some of the prisoners belong- 
ing to that ship. 

It appears by those papers and examinations, 
. that Morgan, who went by the name of Walton, 
and Gallwey (an Irish Roman Catholic), who 
went by the name of Gardiner, with others act- 
ing under their direction, have, for several years 
past, been employed in fitting out ships under 
English coloors, which were ready, on all Occa- 
sions, to attend the motions of the Pretender, 
who in several of the letters is styled " their 
" King" and " their royal master * Thar the 
money for these ships was supplied, partly by 
persons in England, partly by Waters the bank- 
er at Paris, and partly by the late duke of Or- 
monde: That one of these ships, in the year 
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1719, was seiit^by Morgan to the Groyn, with 
an express to fetch the late duke of Ormonde 
to England ; at which time It appears, that 
Morgan and Gallwey were promised a supply 
of fifty thousand pounds from friends in Eng- 
land : That others of these ships lay hovering 
about the coast of Brkany, from the year 1T18 
to 1721,'expecting to be employed either by . 
Cane and Chivers (general Dillon), or by Hore 
(sir Harry Goring), in what they call their home 
trade: That, in the year 1721, despairing of any 
employment of this kind, on account, as is ex- 
pressed in one of their letters, of Hore and his 
partners being cowards in trade, they engaged 
themselves in the service of the Swedish Mada- 
gascar company, and in December 1721 ren- 
dezvoused in the bay of Cadiz for this purpose; 
but this project.likewise failing, on account of 
Some deficiency on the part of the Swedes, 
Morgan waited on the late duke of Ormonde at 
Madrid, and was by him supplied % with twelve 
thousand pieces of eight, for fitting out the 
ships Lady Mary and Revolution for the Pre- 
tender's service. Soon after Morgan^ return 
to Cadiz, the arms and ammunition which had 
been prepared for the Madagascar voyage, con- 
sisting of 2,000 muskets, 2,000 bayonets, 1,000, 
carbines, 400 barrels of powder, and a propor- 
tionable quantity of match, fiiuts, &c. were 
consigned to Morgan, and by him put on board 
the Pretender's ship, called the Lady Mary ; 
and Morgan having embarked op board the 
said ship, with several Irish officers, set sail 
from the bay of Cadiz, the latter end of April 
1722, and went first to S'to Antonio, and then 
to S'to Andero, in the bay of Biscay. - 

The Committee having sent for Mr. Gus-^ 
tavus Bahr, formerly a captain in the Swedish 
service, who, being at Caaiz on account of the 
Madagascar expedition* bad occasion to trans- 
act several affairs with Morgan and the other 
officers of the Pretender's ships ; they were in- 
formed by him, " That the arms above-men- 
tioned were brought, part of them from Got- 
tenburg, and part from Hamburg, by one of the 
Pretender's ships, named the Fortune, com- 
manded by one Butler ; that 2,000 of the said 
arms belonged to the Swedish Madagascar 
Company, and were deliveredJiy him, Bahr, to 
Morgan ; that the remainder, which belonged 
to count Rhenstierna, a Swede, were also pur- 
chased by Morgan, but not till some weeks 
after the first 2,000; that Morgan went to 
Madrid, and returned with- 12,000 pieces of 
eight in bills and money, which sum, he, Bahr, 
saw in Morgan's hands; that baron Seebach 
and one OsthofF (who are frequently mentioned 
in Morgan's letters), as alsb count Rhenstierna's 
agent, who delivered the arms to Morgan, de- 
clared to him, Bahr, since his re'turn to Gotten- 
burg, that Morgan was supplied with these 
12,000 pieces of eight from the late, duke of 
Ormond : and that the arms were paid for out 
of the said money. And Morgan's son, being 
examined by the Committee, owned^ that his 
father went at that time to Madrid ; that the 
Jate duke of Ormond was then there ; and thai 
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bis father did there receive bill* for fitting out 
the ships ; bat from whom he cannot tell. 

Bahr farther declared, That all the Swedish 
officers at Cadiz looked on Morgan's ships as , 
belonging to the Pretender, and spoke of them 
in all conversations as such ; which was con- 
firmed to him expressly by baron Seebach and 
Osthoff. And one of the sailors of the said 
ships owned to the Committee, that they went 
from port to port, without taking in any cargo,; 
that they hod sometimes but 60, and sometimes 
130 men on board the Revolution ; and often 
received orders for sailing with all possible ex- 
pedition, which orders were afterwards ooun- ; 
terruanded, without any apparent reason for 
one or the other; and that this unaccountable 
proceeding satisfied him the said ships were 
engaged in some unwarrantable design. Bahr 
farther declared, that Osthoff told him, the ship 
Revolution was at first purchased in England, 
for transporting the late king of Sweden, in per- 
son, in his projected descent on Scotland ; and 
that he, Bahr, saw the nameCarolus still stand- 
ing, in the cabin of the ship, when be was last 
on board her. And Morgan's son owned, that 
lie had observed the arms of the crown of 
Sweden in the said cabin, which be supposed 
were placed there as a token that the said ship 
was. engaged in the service of the Swedish Ma- j 
dagascar Company, though he owned that the 
other ships engaged in the same service had no 
•ucb token. 

Some, of the particulars above related do 
very much explain and confirm O ; * f s letter 
to L— t~ of the 27fcb of April; as also those to 
Dumvilte and Dodsworth, in which it is said, 
that the hopes of remittances from persons in 
England had induced O — ^- to supply M — — j 
(which appears to be Morgan) ; that G— I 

could depend on 3,000 arms from M- j 

(which appear to be the 3,000 amis delivered ; 

to Morgan by Bahr, before the date of O *s 

letter) ; that M— r- 'had writ from C— — 
(which appears to be Cadiz), that be could get 
more arms, if he had more money ; and ac- ; 
cordingly the Committee find that a second ; 
supply of arms was purchased by Morgan from ! 

count Rhenstierna's agent. O , in his let- I 

ter to L-> — , dated the S7th of April, says, I » 

have ordered M- ' s ship to come to A ;- 

and it appears that Morgan did at that very 
time embark on board the Lady Mary, with 
the arms above-mentioned, and went first to i 
8 'to Antonio, and soon after to S'tp Ande- j 

yo. > • - ; 

The sailors, on their examination, having 
. mentioned one Hilton, a« commanding a ship 
under" Morgan; and the Committee finding a 
letter from Morgan, directed to Don Nicholas, 
which in a subsequent letter is mentioned to 
have been writ to the said Hilton ; they thought 
it provable Hilton might be a fictitious name 
fpr Jficbolas Wogan, in the same manner as 
Walton was for Morgan, .and Gardiner for 
Gallwey. Having accordingly examined, the 
sailors as, to this particular ; one of them said, 
fee believed Hilton, tvas a. fictitious name j and 



Morgan's son owned, that Hilton's true name 
was Nicholas Wogan; and that be had been 
confined in England on account of the Preston 
rebellion, as be was told by Nicholas Wogan, 
junior, who went by die name of Paterson. 
And one of the sailors declared, that the said 
Wogan senior obtained thecdmmand of one of 
the ships under Morgan, after their arrival in 
the bay of Cadiz. 

These particulars agree with Glascock's let- 
ter to George Kelly, of the 24th of April, G. S. 
in which he mentions Nicholas Wogan by the 
name of Xoland, as being to nave tbe command 
of a vessel at Cadiz, to cruize against the Turks, 
or Tor other views, on which he will not pretend 
to decide; and Kelly, answering this letter 
wishes Wogan's chief may succeed in his jour- 
ney. The same particulars confirm Mr. Craw* 
furd's letters of the 18th and 25th of July; by 
Which it appears, that the two Nicholas Wo- 
gans were at that time come to Morlaix, ex- 
pecting Morgan's ships to follow them to that 
port, in order to their setting sail for England; 
that the eldest of them was to have been cap- 
tain, and the ether lieutenant, of one of those 
ships; and that they owned the project m 
Spain, by what they had learned of it, was, for 
the late duke of Ormond to have landed in the 
west, with Irish officers and arms. 

On the 8th of June, N. S. cel. Stanhope writ 
word, That the late duke of Ormonde was pre- 
paring to dmfeark, with arms and officers, for 
England. And your Committee find, that 
about that time the ship Revolution set sail 
from die bay of Cadiz ; that the sailors, know- 
ing the Madagascar voyage to be dropped, re- 
fused to do their duty, till they were satisfied 
as to tbe place they were designed for ; that 
hereupon Gallwey assured them. It was to 
Gibraltar, in order to clean the ship ; but wav- 
ing got' them nnder sail, and satisfied thetn 
about their wages, they proceeded to the Bay of 
Biscay : that they put in at Santo Antonio, to 
take Morgan on board, and then joined the 
Lady Mary at Santo Andero : that, upon their 
arrival at this place, the common report on 
shore was, that the late duke of Ormonde and 
four companies of soldiers were to be taken on 
-board tbe Revolution ; that corn and cattle 
were provided for the said soldiers; and that 
the late duke of Ormonde was within a short 
day's journey of Santo Andero : that hereupon 
the first and second mate of tbe said ship, sus- 
pecting Gallwey to be engaged in sonie unwar- 
rantable design, agreed not to serve any longer, 
unless Gallwey would give them a note under 
his hand, that they were forced into the ser- 
vice, and would also declare whither they were 
bound, and give tbem security that they should 
not be employed in any other voyage than such 
as he should declare to tbem ; whereupon one 
of them was confined, and the other discoun- 
tenanced by Gallwey. 

But that Gallwey's real expectations were to 
have come over with the late duke of 'Ormonde* 
appears to the Committee most evident, from 
the.copy of a letter, of bis, dated the 16th «f 
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June, the day before be set sail from Cadiz; in 
which are these words: « 

" I hope the — — will sail to-morrow. 
Your not repeating orders and advice concern- 
ing the business in hand, gives me a thousand 
apprehensions. God send our bankers and 
the rest of our friends are safe, and stand their 
ground. I intend to embark myself onjboard 
^ the , N for fear my dear aunt should 

have any occasion for assistance : of whom I 
am ^so tender, that I would not, if possible, 
have the care of her put into any other hands." 

The Committee observe, That the same ex- 
pression of " my aunt," is used in the letter to 
I)ods worth, with such circumstances as make 
it highly probable, that, in that letter, as well 
as this of Gallwey's, it denotes the late duke of 
Ormonde. They 1 likewise observe, that the 
names of Manfield and Medley are used in 
Morgan's and Gallwey's letters in such a man- 
ner, as confirms those names to mean the late 
duke of Ormonde, agreeably to the explication 
given them in the Report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons. 

Gallwey, in bis letter of the 3rd of Nov. 
1722, says, He has a couple of fine greyhounds, 
as dog, and a bitch* for Mrs. Freeman. The 
same dogs are mentioned in another letter, and 
in the depositions of two of the sailors, to have 
been a present from the late duke of Ormonde 
to the Pretender ; which confirms the explica- 
tion of the name of Freeman, mentioned in the 
said Report, to be true. 

There was likewise seized on board the Re* 
Volution, a letter to Gallwey, signed, John 
Obrien; which appears to be in the same band«- 
writing with the letters signed Gerrard and M. 
Digby* taken among Mr. Dennis Kelly's pa- 
pers ; and confirms Gerrard to mean sir John 
Obrien, one of Dillon's secretaries, agreeable to 
tbe conjecture in the said Report. 

Gallwey, in a letter dated from Alicant Bay, 
the 13th of September last, expresses his con- 
cern for Kelly's confinement ; but hopes, That 
is the worst that can befal him. And a letter 
in Kelly's hand-writing, sighed, Ja. Johnson, 
directed for Qardiner, but enclosing a note for 
twenty guineas payable to Gallwey, was found 
on board the Revolution; as also a direction, 
entered with Jtelly's own hand, in a pocket- 
book supposed to belong to Morgan. Kelly, 
in his letter, acknowledges the "receipt of one 
from sir John (which is probably their common 
correspondent sir John Obrien;) and savs, 
Their friends in Spain are well* as one of the 
family writes him word; which shews how ex- 
tensive Kelly's correspondences were. 

Gallwey, in a letter from Genoa, of the 3rd 
of November, 17*2* (which appears to have 
been writ to one of the Pretender's family) 
•ays, He has acted for many months past under 
the direction, of Medley (Ormonde), who, he 
makes no doubt, has mentioned him to Mr. 
Faeeman (the Pretender:) Yet, in his letter to 
lord Carteret, after his ship was taken, he has 
the assurance to affirm, That he never saw the 
late duke of Ormonde sinse he left England ; 



nor ever corresponded, directly or indirectly* 
with him or the Pretender, or any of their ad- 
herents at home or abroad; but was always 
zealously well-affected to his present Majesty 
and our happy establishment. 

Gustavus Bd.hr, abovementibned, deposes, 
among otlper particulars, That he has been in* 
formed,< the Pretender's agents had arms for 
3,000 men, lodged at a house belonging to the 
late duke of Ormonde, near Morlarx, m Brh> 
tany : Which portjthe Committee observefwaa 
one of the usual stations of the Pretender's 
ships under Morgan ; and it appears probable 
that these 3,000 arms made part of the 10,000 
mentioned in O— letter to- L — , as provided 
by D — ; who is supposed to be Dillon. -> 

Robert Franklyn, second mate of the ship 
Revolution, deposes, That letters, directed to* 
John or James Jacobs, at Genoa^were taken 
up at the post-house by Gallwey. The Com- 
mittee observe, that Janes, in his. letter to 
Chivers, mentions his having communicatee^ 
the copies of Manfield's and Jacobs'* letters. 
And Glascock, in his letter to George Kelly> 
of the 1st of May, says, He hopes money ^ 
sent to pay for the barrels, which Jacobs has at 
his disposal ; in both which places, it-is proba- 
ble that Jacobs means Gallwey ; and that bar* 
reJs mean stands of arms, is confirmed by a 
letter of Morgan's ; in which, speaking of that 
very ship that brought the arms 'abovemen- 
tioned from Gottenburg and Hamburgh to Ca- 
diz, he says, She had received orders for 
taking in nineteen barrels, with every thing 
necessary, to make use of them ; which last 
words seem to refer to the bayonets, flints, and 
powder. 

The intelligence sent by Mr. Crawford, on 
the 27th of May, That Gordon of Boulogne 
was to have a ship ready to transport some of 
the chiefs of the conspiracy to England, is con* ; 
firmed by the deposition of Roger Garth (al-, 
ready published) who declares, That the said 
Gordon (whom he had good reason to believe 
to be an agent of the Pretender's) did, some 
time last summer, endeavour to engage bim to 
ply off of that station with his sloop, in order- 
to carry over such persons as he the said Gor- 
dan should recommend to him ; promising him, * 
that be should have employment enough. 

The Lords' Committees conceive, that the 
several particulars above related will appear to 
the House very much to corroborate the ac- 
counts received from abroad, of ships provided 
* for transporting the late duke of Ormonde to 
England, with arms and officers, the beginning 
of last summer ; and that they also confirm the 
deciphering of the letters, and explication of 
the names, contained in the Report of the 
Committee of the House of Commons. 

The Lords' Committees, observing that some 
paragraphs of the letters referred to diem were ' 
writ originally m cypher, thought it proper to 
call the decypherers before them, in order to 
their being satisfied of the truth of the decy- 
phering. The account they received from 
those persons was, That they have long been 
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versed in this science, aiid are ready to produce 
witnesses of undoubted reputation, who have 

, framed letters in cypher, on purpose to put 
them to a trial; and have constantly found 
their deciphering to agree with the original 
keysr which had beep concealed from t hero. It 
was likewise confirmed to the Committee, 
That letters decyphered by one or other of 
them in England, had exactly agreed with the 
deciphering of the same letters performed by 
persons in foreign parts, with whom they could: 
hive no communication; and that, in some 
instances, after they had deciphered letters for 

, the government, the keys of those cyphers had 
been seized ; and, upon comparing them, had 
agreed exactly with their decyphenng. 

With respect to the intercepted letters in 
question, they alledged, That, in the cypher 
used by George Kelly, they find the wprds 
ranged m an alphabetical order, answering the 
progressive order of the figures by which tliey 
are expressed ; so that the farther the initial 
letter of any word is removed from the letter 
- A, the higher the number is by which such 
word is denoted : That the same word will be 
found to be constantly denoted bv one and the 
same figure, except in the case of particles, or 
words of very frequent use, which have two or 
three figures assigned to them ; but those always 
following one the other, in a progressive order. 
They likewise set forth,* That, in the cypher 
abovememioned, a certain order is constantly 
Observed as to the placing of the words made 
use of ; that, under each letter of the alpha- 
bet, the first cyphers are allotted to the proper 
names of places, the next to the proper names 
jer tides of persons, the next to whole words in 
common use, and the last to denote single 
letters. 

As to the truth of the decyphering, they al- 
ledged, " That Several letters, written in this 
cypher, had been decyphered by chem sepa- 
rately, one being many miles distant in the 
country, and the other in town ; and yet their 
iiecy peering agreed : That facts, unknown to 
them and the government at the time of their 
decyphering, had been verified in every circum- 
stance by subsequent discoveries ; as, parti- 
cularly, that of H — *s ship coming in ballast to 
fetch O — to England, which had been so decy- 
phered by them two months before the go- 
vernment had the least notice of Halstead's 
having left England : That a supplement of 

>this cypher, having been found among Dennis 
Kelly's, papers the latter end of July, agreed 
with the key they bad formed of that cypher 
the April before \ That the decyphering of the 
letters signed Jones Islington and 1378, being 
afterwards applied by them to others written in 
the same cypher, did immediately make perti- 
nent sense, and such as. had an evident con- 
nexion and coherence with the parts of those 
letters that were out of cypher, though the 
words in cypher were repeated in different 
paragraphs, and differently combined." And 
they insist, " That these several particulars, 

Y duly weighed, amount to a demonsuationof the 
truth of their decyphering. ,, 



As to the other cyphers, made riffe^Wy 
Jernegan, Stanley, and Walter Qrah anf i jl BSy 
consist only of 24 figures for the S4 4e ttey 6f 
the alphabet, and some, other figures for 
names, or whole words; in the pUciftg* 
names, a certain order is also observed^ 

These several particulars they dechii^tfSem- 
selves ready to attest, upon oath; atod-to^prd- 
duce sumcient witnesses to their chareefef and 
integrity, as well as their skill. . 

The Committee, being empowered bt Jour 
lordships to examine Christopher Layer, d# 
accordingly /Spend some time in the said 'exa- 
mination ; which produced a tedious repetfcibb 
of the particulars-contained in his exarmda&On 
before the Committee of the House of Cfefp- 
mons, and some few circumstances, which 
they found be had recollected by- reading the 
printed Report and Appendix. ~~ ] 

All that he confessed to them, which is flew, 
wss, " That he did, before his setting out for 
Rome, acquaint Plunket with his inten&atfs^f 
carrying over a note <*f the names 4>f lti§ YorV 
gentlemen of Norfolk, if Plunket rttougbVlt 
would be acceptable : That, during his staV&t 
Rome, sir William Ellis told Imri, " That lfe 
had formerly corresponded with Plunket. % 
the request of the lady M iddleton-; but 
be had not for some time past corresponded 
with Plunket, or any one else, in relation to- the 
'Pretender's affairs ; for that, from the firn^of 
the action at Dumblain, so many Scottsh troble- 
men and gentlemen had come over to the Pri- 
tender, that he and all the rest of the okf seV- 
yants had been forbid all correspondence m' 
England or elsewhere." Upon Layer Vdesir-' 
ing leave to correspond with him if- it were 
practicable, he told Layer, M That, on corral- 
tion he would promise to write nothing but 
what might be shewn to the Pretender himseff, 
he would settle a tx>rrespondence with him"; 
for that though he had followed the fortunes tof 
the late king James and his family ever since 
the Revolution, and had always been faithful \o 
the* Pretender, and for many years his cashier* 
yet, if any of the Scottish gentlemen that were 
about the Pretender should know he receiv%B 
a letter without communicating it to him; : It 
would cost him his place, and be should be hi 
utter disgrace:" That, Layer promising to 
write nothing but what might be shewn, J&fis 
gave him a cypher of his own hand-writing, as 
also another cypher of cut paper, for carrying 
on the correspondence: That he,'Layer, like- 
wise settled a cypher of fictitious names with 
Mrs. Hughes, nurse to the Pretender's child ; 
and received a letter from her, in relation to 
the christening of his daughter. He would not 
own that he knew of any other cypher; and 
persisted that [Mrs. Kinder! meant the said 
Mrs. Hughes ; though in Ellis s cypher it stands 
for Mrs. Fox. He said, " That the paper 
which he desired a copy of from sir William 
Ellis, and which is referred to in Ellis's letter 
of the 30th of January, was a short scheme, 
relating to the Preston affair, shewn him by 
Ellis while he sra# at Rome; of which- he re* 
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A Scheme of the Lottery afeoveneatkmed 
(for railing 225,000/.. sterling) having been 
found among the papers of Waiter Jeneries, 
now in custody, the Lords' Committees thought 
proper to examine him, how he came by it* 
He owned his being acquainted with Layer 
and Plunket : That he saw Layer about the 
time of his going abroad, and helped him 
to a bill on a banker at Antwerp ; but he de- 
nied his knowing from whom he received the 
said scheme, or his having had any conversation 
with any one about it; and said, Jt might be 
put into his hands bv Plunket, for aught be 
he knows; but that he was not sere be haft 
ever read it ; and, if he had known such a 
paper had been in his custody, he should have 
destroyed it. 

The Lords' Committees being informed, 
That Layer, between the time of .his delivering 
the larger and lesser bundle of papers to Mrs, 
Mason, had delivered to her a large parcel, 
covered with bine paper, and sealed in several 
places; and that he did, within m few days 
after, 'take it back again, telling bee bet wanted 
to carry it to lord North and Gray'*; the*/ 
examined Layer particularly on this- heed; bat 
he denied that be ever delivered her any such 
bundle. . . 

The Lords' Committees next proceeded tip 
the examination of John Plunket; who began 
with large protestations of his innocence ; and 
offered, of himself, to account for three fads 
charged upon him in the lewrt, aed to abas? 
they were great mistakes. The Arat was, his 
receiving a letter from George JUUy ; the 'se- 
cond, his receiving she letter at Antwerp, 
signed Dixwell ; and the third,, hit receiving 
the letter from the Pretender, taken at Mrs. 
Creagh's. And as, in bis exatnmatiea he&se 
the Committee of the House of Commons,. be 
had . fallen on the expedient of substituting 
Hugh Thomas to personate Rogers; so now 
they found be bad furnished himself with three 
different persons, at different places,. all of the 
name of Plunket, to whom, he would have it 
believed, these letters were written ; without 
offering any the least proe£ or circumstance of 
probability, to shew, that each persons were«t 
all concerned in those letters* or that there ever 
were any such persons in beings 

The letter from George Kelly, he said, was 
not writ to biro, but to one Harry Plunket, who 
delivered it to him at Will's Cofee-house, 
Co vent-garden ; and that it related to some 
money that was to be raised on a security of 
Mrs. Barnes's. 

As to the letter signed Dixwell; fee said, 
There were two clergymen of the church of 
Home, one or both of which travelled! with him 
and Layer from bo ver to Antwerp • that one of 
them went by the name of Loyd, but bis real 
name was Plunket/; that this man dropped the 
letter signed Dixwell at a cojfee-bouse : and he, 
John Plunket, taking it up, with a design of 
restoring it to him in Lorrain (tawbich place 
sometimes one and sometimes both of these 



t no other particulars, but that iesur- 
aeetton* were to be begun in several counties 
in a dark night : That, when he made applica- 
tion to Plunket, for the fictitious names if Bur- 
ford, Steele,, &c. he was forced to acquaint 
Plunket with his having settled a correspon- 
dence with Ellis ; which Plunket resented, and 
said, He thought Ellis had been forbid all cor- 
respondence with persons here ? That the 
reason of his asking Plunket for a fictitious 
name for lord Orrery was, that be had occa- 
sion to mention to Ellis a club, which Plunket 
bad .often told bun of : That Plunket once 
shewed him a list of this club, of his own hand- 
writing, which he read over two or three times ; 
but that Plunket talked so inconsistently of 
them, that he, Layer, verily believes it was a 
faene fiction of his own, and that there never 
svas any such dab: That he, Layer, thinks 
lord Orrery mentioned to him lord Strafford, as 
one of those who, with lord North, sir Harry 
posing, and others, were (as lord Orrery was 
informed) going to do a rash thing in favour of 
the Pretender ; but that he cannot be positive 
as to lord Strafford : That he, Layer, wrote him- 
self to the Pretender, concerning the difference 
of opinion which he observed in lord North 
-end ford Orrery, about the means of restoring 
ium, and the necessity there was that the tie- 
.gent should permit general Dillon to come over 
£ere with some foreign forces. 

That he also drew up a scheme of a lottery, 
to have been opened here, in favour of the Pre- 
tender ; and enclosed the said scheme an a 
parcel) with some silk stockings, which he sent 
as a present to tfie Pretender and his spouse 
by Andrew Haye, who travelled to Italy with 
jddermau Barber: That he delivered this parcel 
40 Haye with his own hands, who promised to 
convey it to Ellis, and said he could doit with 
safety : That Haye, as he believes, understood 
the stockings to be fpr the Pretender and his 
spouse; That be likewise had some discourse 
with Haye, about getting copper plates en- 
graved at Home, in English aud Italian, for 
the tickets of the said lottery ; and desired him 
to receive sir William Ellis's directions about 
it; which Haye promised to do : That, while 
be, Layer, was at Home, Haye asked him, 
" Whether be would not see the king ?" mean- 
ing the Pretender r And that the said Haye 
Went frequently to the Pretender's family, in 
the way of his business ; and was, as he believes, 
present while the Pretender's and hjs spouse's 
pictures were drawn." 

Haye, being examined by the Committee, 
owned the receipt of the stockings; but denied 
their being delivered to him by Layer, or that 
be knew who they were for. He likewise 
owned the carrying a packet to Belloni, the 
banker, at Rome; which was brought to him 
by a porter from Layer, as he supposed. 

Layer owns, " That Haye told bim Belloni 
svas the Pretender's banker; but denies his 
tending any such packet by Haye." 

And, in several other particulars of their 
examinations, they. contradicted each otbec 
Vot. VIII. 



clergymen were gone), shewed it to. Layer, weo^ 
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took it into his head that this letter had been 
writ to him John Plunket, 

The letter from the Pretender, he said, fell 
into his hands much in the same manner : That 
•there is one father Plunket at Rome, to whom 
the Pretender always writes, when any body is 
to be introduced to him. Being asked, Whether 
father Plunket travelled with Layer to Rome 
(because mention is made, in the Pretender's 
letter of a companion of Plunket's?) He said, 
The Pretender always called the person that 
was to be introduced hy father Plunket his 
companion ; that this father Plunket happening 
to shew him this letter and commending the . 
hand, he, John Plunket, said, He had a friend 
as Rome, that would be glad to see the Pre- 
tender's hand-writing; and father^Plunket hav- 
ing accordingly left the letter with him, he 
shewed it to Layer, and forgot to return it to 
father Plunket, who never called for it, having 
fifty more letters of the same kind by him. 

Upon the Lords' Committees asking him, 
Whether he went by the name of Rogers? He 
said, He went by several names in his travels, 
that he might not be imposed upon in his 
reckonings, as the English generally are. Being 
asked, Whether he took the name of Rogers 
to prevent his being thought an Englishman ? 
'He said, That in Italy he was called Rogieri. 

They farther asked him, Whether he had 
dictated any fictitious names to Layer, or had 
-mentioned any thing to him of a club? To 
ywhich^e answered, That he bad given Layer 
<tae fictitious name of Bedford, or Burford, for 
-Jord Orrery, which name he had from Neynoe : 
t That one night, being in company with Layer 
vmd same clergymen, whose' names he has 
forgot, the discourse turning on the protests of 
lords, and the names that were subscribed 
Ao them* one of the company said, These are 

• loyal club : another said, They are Jaco- 
bites; and that he, Plunket, said, There was a 
loyal dub of eighty or ninety lords, that would 
r ttand in defence of their country. 

<- He further observed to the committee, 
T^at, inthe Bill now depending before your 
lordships, be is not mentioned by the name by 
which he was baptized and confirmed. He 

• said his surname was Plucknet ; but his christian 
name he declined telling ; and seemed to place 
some hopes and confidence in this subterfuge. 

The Committee, finding him trifle with them 
in this egregious manner, asked him, in ge- 
-aeral. Whether he had ever been in conference 
with the Pretender, or had corresponded with 
him, or any of his agents? To which he an- 
swered in the negative. 

TheC6mmittee next sent for George Kelly ; 
who told them, That, the affair being soon to 
Jbe* brought before your lordships, he desired to 
be excused from answering any questions : So 
that they had no opportunity of examining him, 
as to the new matters ailedged against him in 
the depositions of Mr. Phib'p Caryll and others. 

however, they thought it proper to send for 
the said Mr. Caryll ; and to ask him, Whether, 
he had any thing to, add tty or retract franj, 



his former accounts. His deposition* betfttjf 
read over to him, He expressed bimsetf vrirjt> 
angry, and uneasy, at their being made public^ 
and told the Committee, He was not disposed 
to answer any fatther questions, being sorry 
for what he had said* already. ' He likewise 
insinuated, That what he had Said, bad riot 
been taken down exactly as he dictated it; 
and seemed apprehensive, that he was called 
upon to accuse himself of matters that might 
be prejudicial io him. But, upon the CQinimt* 
tee's telling him that the most effectual way he 
could take, to do himself service, was to 'make 
a candid and ingenuous discovery of the wbote 
truth, he said, He had already given a candid 
account, and hoped he Bhonld not have been a 
sufferer for his candour. Being asked; Whe- 
ther his depositions had not been read over 
to him before, he signed them? He said, Thet 
were; but that he was in a great confusion at 
the time they were taken. Being then re- 
quired by the Committee to read them over 
himself, and to shew in what particulars' they 
vary from his sense and meaning, he grew more 
composed; and having read over _ the first, 
dated the 27th of March, said, He believed it 
was right enough. In reading over the second, 
dated the 29th of March, he said, It was not 
strictly true, that sir Harry Goring had told 
him what is there related, concerning an inva- 
sion, commission, &c. ; but that it was true he 
had beard sir Harry -Goring say so: That, as 
to lord LansdownV being to land in the west, 
he could not be positive ; but he thinks sir 
Harry Goring said so. He said it was but a 
supposition of his own, that the discourse 
which occasioned the bishop of Rochester's 
taking sir Harry Goring by the collar re- 
lated to the Pretender's affairs; but that he 
remembers very well sir Harry Goring did 
affirm, that, on his saying the words, there re- 
cited £Tbis is rocking the cradle indeed !], 
the Bishop did take him by the collar ; and 
that he, Caryll, did apprehend the said dis- 
course to have relation to the Pretender's 
affairs. He said. It was about two years ago, 
that, being at sir Harry Goring|s, he saw a 
letter lay on bis^ scrutore, directed, to Mr. 
Hore; and, upon his asking sir Hafry who the 
said letter was for, sir Harry toH him, it was 
writ to himself. He ssid, That the words 
in his deposition, which import, That he, Ca- 
ryll, had reason to believe Kelly and sir Harry 
Goring were settling together a key, at his 
house at . North, by which they might cor- 
respond, are too strong; for that be, Caryll, 
did not see any such key ; only it was his suspii 
cion and thought, at that time, that they were 
framing such a key. 

Hte likewise said, That what relates ;to 
Boyce, in the said deposition, is rather stronger 
than he meant it; for that Boyce only told him, 
He was afraid the servant he, Caryll, had sent 
to him, to help off, was Sample; aliedgim? this 
reason, That he had observed he was disguised ; 
and that he was' afraid he was somewhat like 
the description given of Sample in the pro- 



Digitized by 



elamatipn. All the other -particulars of his 
deposifcons" he averred to be true ; but said, 
He bad nothing farther to add ; and that he 
would rather a thousand times- die in Newgate, 
than be an evidence. 

v Boyce being examined by the Committee, 
owned, That sir Harry Goring went to France 
in his yacht; and that a servant went over 
with him, in a black wig, whom he had never 
seen with sir Harry Goring before. But he 
Utterly denied his having conveyed over any 
person sent to him by Mr. Caryll; or his 
having had any discourse with Caryll, about 
any person's answering the description 6f 
Sample. 

The Committee, having summoned before 
them William Beasuig of Horn Dean, and 
having read to him his former depositions, find 
that he retracts what he had there deposed on 
path, of Caryll and sir Harry Goring's being in 
company, at his house, with the person who 
had but one hand. He says, such a person 
was at his house, with two other gentlemen ; 
but thaJ he now recollects Caryll and sir 
Harry, Goring were not there at that time. 
Being asked, Whether he had received any 
Jester, or , message, since his being in custody, 
which Jmd helped to set him right in this par- 
ticular? he answered in the negative. 

The Committee observe, from the parts of 
Mr. Caryil's depositions which he affirmed, that 
the explication given to the name of Hare, in 
the Report of the Committee of the House of 
Commons, as also the deciphering of that part 
of Kelly's letter wruch mentions Hore's commis- 
sion, and the conjecture of Goring's having 
carried oyer a new cypher from Kelly to France, 
are very much confirmed. They likewise ob- 
serve, that what is said in Glascock's letter to 
Kelly, of the 20th (31st) of October, concern- 
ing the arrival of the little French merchant 
mentioned by Kelly, and the precaution they 
intend to use in relation to him, till some other 
appears with whom they may talk of business 
more to the purpose, has probably relation to 
Sample's being got safe to France : And the 
letter signed Fra. Philips, which Caryll owns he 
received from Kelly, not only confirms Kelly's 
writing by fictitious names, but is a strong ar- 
gument of his being the person that writ the 
letter to Bonnaville of the 27 th of September, 
and consequently the other letters charged upon 
him in the Report : For as, in his letter to 
Caryll, he says, I have never beard a syllable 
from your other lawyer (sir Harry Goring) since 
you. and I were with him, which you: will say \i 
pretty surprising, and am afraid very detrimen- 
tal. — So, in that to Bonnaville (writ within five 
days of the other) he says, I have not heard a 
syllable from O. Gainer or G. Roberts since 
Mr. G. Sampson went, which has been a great 
surprise, and I may say no small detriment to 
some of their friends." 

This identity of expression in two letters, 
writ so near the same time, appears to be a 
farther confirmation that the same person writ 
-ftbtm both ; and confirms CK Sampson to be 



the same with the other Lawyer, which Caryll 
has explained to mean sir Harry Goring. 

The Lords Committees also find, in die pa- 
pers referred to them, new evidence of Kelly's 
visiting, writing to, and receiving letters from, 
the bishop of Rochester ; as appears by af- 
fidavits from thf persons who carried Kelly to 
the bishop's liouse, and who also delivered let-' 
ters from him to the bishop, and brought back 
the bishop's answers. And Mrs. Levett de- 
poses on oath, That Mrs. Barnes has told her, 
Kelly received in oae day as many letters from 
abroad as came to fourteen or fifteen shillings* 
the directions of which she, Barnes, saw ; bat 
they were in such odd fictitious names as no 
one could find out but Kelly, who had the key • 
That, among those letters, there was one for 
the bishop of Rochester (as Kelly told her), 
which he was at that time gone to deliver to 
the bishop. And John Maloue deposes, That, 
among the letters which he carried from Kelly 
to the post, there were some directed to Waters, 
the banker, at Paris ; under' whose cover it ap- 
pears that most of the treasonable letters were 
sent; and the original letter in Kelly's own 
hand, stopped at the post-office, was enclosed 
in a cover so directed. 

Mrs. Levett farther deposes, That Mrs, 
Barnes told her, under secrecy,' that the dog 
sent from France was a present from the latejlord 
Mar to the bishop of Rochester's lady ; which 
is, in some measure* confirmed by the draught 
of the affidavit prepared for Birmingham at 
Paris, in which ne is desired to swear, That 
lord Mar knew nothing of any such dog ; and 
though this affidavit does not appear to have 
been sent over by Kelly directly, yet express 
mention is made, in the letter to Gordon, that 
the said affidavit is the copy of a note from the 
person concerned, with the substance of what 
he thinks requisite. This circumstance of the 
degV-having been sent by the late lord Mat, 
which is not expressly alleoged in any part of 
the report of the Committee of the House of 
Commons, is a new confirmation that the letter 
signed 918, which mentions the sending the 
dog, is from Mar; and that MuBgrave, to whom 
the receipt of the dog is acknowledged in two 
several letters, is likewise a name denoting 
Mar, agreeably to what is asserted in the said 
Report. " . " f 

The Committee find, by two affidavits re- 
ferred to them, that George Kelly, \ the 
last time he was taken into custody, offered the 
woman of the house a gold watch, forty guineas 
in money, and a note for forty pounds more, 
to let him escape. 

The Committee have laid the substance of 
these several examinations together, as having 
some reference to George Kelly. 

They likewise examined Mr. Dennis Kelly -jf 
who utterly denied bis being advised witj$; : 6r 
knowing any thing relating i6 any conspiracy. 
Several papers, found in his custody, Joeing 
shewn to him ; he denied his barirtreVtf jieeri 
them before, except when some fujj^jfp^ 
shewn to him at former examination" ^ . 
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The j next sent fpt captain fancier; and. 
having orderWd'bis^rmer depositions to be read 
10 him^ aatetf nim/wHether he had any thing 
to adofjfc C^retract !f He anirmed every part, 
thereto' be true ; and said, he had only this 
farther particular to add, That having lately 
deep George Kelly, as he was brought down to 
the (louse of Commons, he recollects that he 
has often seen him &t the gaming-tables with 
Skeene ; and that Skeene and the said Keity 
were intimately acquainted, as he is able to 
prove by several witnesses of credit. 

Skeene, being called in, and having heard 
Fancier's depositions read over to r him, 
owned, That he was acquainted with Pancier, 
and had been in company with hitn at 
several of the times ana places mentioned 
in the said depositions: That he was taken 
prisoner ih the Preston rebellion; but is 
not related to Mar, nor has ever seen Mac- 
kintosh since he parted from him at High- 
gate, be owned, he ftad had general dis- 
course with Pancier, relating to a plot ; and 
that Pancier had asked him several questions 
at/but it, to some of which he, Skeene, assented, 
and to others not ; but he denied his having 
told Pancier any. farther particulars than were 
in the news-papers, or in the current report of 
the town. As, for instance, when Fancier 
asked him, where the late duke' of Ormonde 
was? be told him, The news papers said, he 
was at Corunna. But he positively denied: his 
hscyitig ever mentioned to Fancier any particu- 
lar^ertd*hs as concerned in the conspiracy, or 
tftij of tfie particular facts specified in his depo»- 
slp&hs. . 

farther said, He had reason to believe 
tnit'Pancier had sent to him, since bis being in 
ctisiody, to advise him to make his escape ; for 
that one Gerrard Fitzgerald, having been walk- 
iite with Paneier in the Park, came directly 
from thence to him, Skeene, at the messenger's 
Bouse, and advised him to make his escape ; 
though he owned that Fitzgerald made no men- 
tion of Pancier's having seut him any such ad- 
vice. 

^tzgerald being sent for by the Committee, 
owrieav be had been to see Skeene ; and find- 
ing nobody at that time in the house but a wo- 
man, told Skeene, it would be an easy matter 
for him to escape ; but he cleared Pancier from 
having sent any such intimation or advice. He 
farther said, That Skeene told him, be did 
not know but he might have talked foolishly to 
Fancier) but that, if he had, Pancier was but a 
Single" evidence ; or to that effect. 

The Committee find, among the papers re- 
ferred to them, a copy of the orders which Ar- 
nold received from *he owners of the ship Phi- 
neas A requiring him to follow the directions of 
Jtpjre^^jf owelF (Halstead) during the voyage ; 
*$' also an affidavit; fcy which it appears, that 
the said' jfalstead was tp visit the bishop of 
S^S'i&i tf"^ ^ayed an hour at his house, a 
*f43^Wit re ^ is settin S out for Bilboa. 

TCTjey also find a very remark ajble letter, sent 
to one of nle secretaries of state by an unknown 



hand, dated the 19th of January Xtit^Hik 
enclosed in one dated the S 1st of March; 
which first appears to be the latter refined to 
in one of Neynoe's examinations, as drawn up 
by Kelly and himself, and brought back to ban 
corrected, as he believed, by the bubopof 
Rochester. ' 

They likewise find a paper, taken iri'tflRf 
North and Grey's study at Cadige, which con* 
tains several very extraordinary reasonings on 
the nature of oaths ; tending to prove, that the 
oaths to the present government are not obli- 
gatory ; and that though the taking audi oaths 
is*iu itself unlawful and a grievous sin, aa being 
inconsistent with prior oaths. or obligations? 
vet neither the taking nor breaking them can, 
in strictness, fall under the denomination of 
perjury. 

This is the substance of what the Commttta* 
have been able to collect, from a careful peru- 
sal of the papers referred to them, and a long 
examination of several of the persons concern* 
ed ; in some of whose power, they have reason 
to believe, it was to have made ample disco* 
veries, if they had been disposed to speak thk 
truth. ; *r^o> 

And though the Lords Committees canned 
reflect without pity and compassion ofi the 
misguided zeal and wretched infatuation af 
those men, who rather choose to expose them* 
selves to the greatest dangers, than to discover 
the authors or accomplices of their treasons; 
thereby declaring to the world, that the leagues 
and confederacies of private villany are dearer 
and mora sacred to them than the strongest 
ties and. obligations of society; yet the Cam*' 
mittee make no doubt but the matters con tam- 
ed in the Report referred to them, and corro- 
borated by the result of their present inquiry, 
will appear to your lordships so clearly made 
out, that the conspirators, sooner or later, will 
have leisure to repent of the rash and impious 
choice they have made, of being rather true to 
one another, than to God, tbelr consciences* 
and their country. , ,y • -' -V 

. • , • tr>y 

The above Report being read by the CleriV 
was ordered to be taken into considerattoa taw : 



The Thanks of the House given to tfk Lardi 
Committees.'] April 24. the House took, inlae 
consideration the said Report, and i% was: re* ■ 
splved, u That this House is fully satisfied and 
convinced, that a detestable and wicked Con* 
spiracybas been formed and carried on, for 
soliciting a foreign,, force to invade these king? 
doms, for raisjng a rebellion, and inciting insur* • 
rections in London, and (livers other parts <i 
Great Britain, and even for laying violent 
bands on the sacred person of his Majesty, and 
on his royal highness the Prince, of Wales, in 
order to destroy our religion aad. happj cos* 
stitutjon, by placing a Polish Pretender on tha £ 
throne. 1 * , la' 

After this it was ordered, That the ' 
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of this bouse be given, by the Lord Chancel- 
lor, to" the said Lords Committees, for their 
having discharged the trust in them reposed, 
with great exactness, care, fidelity and candor. 

,, The Lord Chancellor* $ Speech on that occa- 
<io»«] Thereupon the -Lord Chancellor ad- 
dressing himself ta the Lords of (he said Com- 
mittee, gave them the thanks of the House in 
tl)e following words : 

" My Lords who were of the Committee, 
- ** I am commanded by the House to give 
jrour lordships the thanks of this House, by 
your having discharged the trust reposed in 
you, with great exactness, care, fidelity and 
candour. 

" My Lords ; 

" The trust was as great as ever was reposed 
by this House in any of its members. The 
subject matter of your inquiry, a Conspiracy 
the most dangerous as well as detestable, big 
with mischiefs of all kinds, and destructive of 
every thing that is valuable amongst us ; carried . 
km and managed in a new devised method, with 
the utmost cunning as weir as wickedness, and 
Covered with all the disguises the most artful 
dexterity could contrive ; and which therefore 
required the greatest penetration and slrill to 
lay open. And the papers, some of them of 
such a nature, that it was though^ fit to refer 
them to your lordships, locked np as they were, 
without reading them in the House. 
« My Lords ; 

*' Your lordships have fully answered the 
expectations the House entertained, when 
they pitched upon you for this trust. 

u Tour application in going through so many 
papers of affected and studied obscurity *; your 
candour and exactness 1 in examining the per- 
sons concerned or any way capable of giving 
any satisfaction, and in representing what tbey 
said; the accuracy and judgment of your, re* 
marks ; the light you have so happily given to 
several passages in the Report of the Committee 
of the Commons, which though in themselves 
just, were yet liable to cavils, by such as were 
loath to have the truth found out, give, I dare 
say, a sensible pleasure to every lord here, that 
has heard your Report read, and finds himself 
thereby enabled to form a judgment with so 
entire satisfaction to himself, concerning this 
abominable work of darkness, which the actors 
have endeavoured to surround with impenetra- 
ble obscurity. 

u This noble pleasure, of seeing the truth, 
notwithstanding so many contrivances to hide 
it, and of being thereby enabled to come to 
right resolutions in a matter of such importance, 
has very naturally and agreeably broke out 
into so unanimous a resolution of returning the 
thanks of this House to your lordships, to whom 
they so much owe ft. And in obedience to 
their commands, I do, with particular pleasure, 
give your lordships the thanks of this House, 
for your having discharged the trust in your lord- 
ships reposed, with great exactness, care, fide- 
lity, ami candour. 9 

3 



Proceedings in the Lor 8j mi the Bitt against 
Phnket^ April 26. Mr. Plonket was brought 
to the bar of the House of Lords, where he 
had the assistance of a solicitor only, anchdb- 
jected to the second reading of the bill,* Fnr in- 
flicting pains and penalties on him/ in thatHouse^ 
alledging, that he had never been heard against 
the said Bill in the House of Commons; but 
this objection was overruled, and the Lord 
Chancellor acquainted him, this was not the 
proper time to object to the bill. 

Then Mr. Reeves and Mr. Werge ; were 
heard for the bill who opened the Evidence^ 
and p*oduced*extracts of several original letters 
from abroad relating to the conspiracy, to 
prove the first part of the preamble or tbfc 
Bill. • , 

Hereupon Mr. Plunket said, M That if this 
bill' affected none but himself} he would be 
unconcerned about it, and give their lordships 
no trouble, well knowing he was too inconst 
derable \o merit the attention of so noble an 
assembly, and being besides (advanced in years, 
he littlelcared whether he was to pass the re- 
mainder of his dsys in the wide world, or in a 
prison : but that he opposed this bill for the 
good of the whole nation, whose liberties and 
properties would become precarious, if such an 
unprecedented bill, unsupported by any legal 
proof, should pass into a law : and as the peers 
of the realm were no less concerned than the 
commoners in this extraordinary proceeding, 
he doubted not but their lordships' would, with 
their usual wisdom and equity, maturely weigh 
the ill consequences of it ; and- in the first 
place, he begged their lordships to consider, 
whether extracts of intercepted letters, some of 
them from anonymous and unknown persons, 
should be admitted to be read as evidence." " 

Mr. fiunket, and the counsel for the bill 
being withdrawn, the lord Townshend opened 
the debate, and endeavoured to justify the 
Commons, proceeding in this extraordinary 
manner, and to shew that the conspiracy in 
general, and PI unket's share in it, in particular, 
were made out by as strong and as convincing 
proofs, as could be expected in a case of this 
nature, where the conspirators had used nil 
sort of art and industry to conceal the true 
names of the persons concerned, in order to 
avoid the danger of legal conviction. His 
lordship was supported by the duke of Argyle* ■ 
the earls of Peterborough and Coningsby, and 
lord Carteret; who were answered by the earls 
Cowper, Strafford, and Anglesea, and the lords 
Bathurst, Bingley, Trevor, and Lechmere; and 
after a debate that lasted till about three in the 
afternoon, it was moved, " That the opinion of 
the judges be asked, whether extracts out of 
letters written by the King's Ministers abroad, 
and others, to the Secretaries of State here, 
attested by the Secretary 'of State* and exa- 
mined by the Lords of the Committee, and 
found to agree witji the originals', (which pri- 
ginals are yet extant*, and remain in the bauds 
of the Secretaries of State, but contain particur 
lars which it is not consistent with the safety 
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of the public I* divulge, as hath been affirmed 
to this House, by the two Secretaries of State ;) 
and which the lorfis committees offered to be 
produced, to prove the first part of the pream- 
ble of the bill ; which recites a detestable con- 
sojracy for the purposes in the bill, could be 
aJJowed to be read as evidence in the courts 
below, in any prosecutiou against Plunket.* 

. And a question being stated thereupon and 
put, it was resolved in the negative ; upon 
which the following lords entered their dissent, 
viz. Cardigan, Anglesea, Guilford, Scarsdale, 
Bruce, Craveni Aylesford, Gower, Lechmere, 
Uxbridge, Poulett, Litchfield, Fr. Cestriens', 
Brook, Exeter, Berkeley de Stratton, Bathurst, 
Foley, Compton, Weston, Willoughby de Broke, 
Dartmouth, Masham. 

.Then a motion was made and the question 
gut. Whether the said extracts should be read 
in proof of the allegations of the preamble of 
the said ?U1 ? And it being resolved in the af- 
firmative by a majority of 91 voices against 
$9* several lords entered their dissent, viz. 
Strafford, Scarsd ale, Craven, Aylesford, Bruce, 
Cardigan, Uxbridge, Poulett, Lechmere, Fr. 
Cestriens', Berkeley de Stratton, Bathurst, 
Anglesey, Litchfield, Foley, Guilford, Weston, 
Gower, "Compton, Brook, Masham, Dartmouth, 
Willoughby de Broke, Exeter. 

Then Mr. Plunket and the 'counsel being 
called in, the latter proceeded to prove the 
conspiracy, in general ; and for that purpose, 
Caused : several letters, aud extracts out of 
letters received from abroad, to be read. Li- 
the next place they offered to read Neynoe's 
examinations and confessions before a Com- 
mittee of the lords of the privy council, but 
plunket opposed the reading of them, urging, 
that the examinations of a dead man, neither 
signed nor sworn to by him, could net affect 
him, and therefore ought not to be admitted 
to be read as evidence. The earl Cow per 
thereupon desired that the House might be in- 
formed what nature those examinations were 
of? And whether they were signed, and taken 
upon oath ? To this last question the lord vis- 
count Townshend answered in the negative, 
and then gave the House the reasons of that 
omissioo, and an account of the said Exami- 
nations, viz. That Neynoe being, at first, 
free and willing to confess what he knew of 
the conspiracy to the lords of the council, they 
only took the minutes of what he said in three 
different papers, which were each of them 
read twice to him, who owned every article of 
them to be true ; That afterwards he, (the 
lord Townshend) delivered those three papers 
to Mr. De la Faye, in order to his digesting 
them into one, which accordingly he did ; That 
they designed , to get this paper signed and 
sworn to by Neynoe, but that, in, the mean 
time whether upon the dread of being sent to 
Newgate, unless he turned evidence, he en- 
deavoured to make .his escape, and was 
drowned. 

Plunket still insisting, that the said exami- 
nation ooght not to be admitted as evidence, 



and desiring their lordships' judgment th^re* 
upon, be and the counsel' were ordered to 
withdraw ; and then it was, proposed, that the 
examination of Philip Neynoe, since dead, be 
read in proof of the conspiracy ir^ general ? A 
question being stated thereupon, it was moved 
to add these words, viz. But not taken upon 
oath, nor signed by him. After a debate, the 
question being put, whether these words should 
be made part of the question ? It was resolved 
in the negative, by 87 against 29. Then the 
question was put, Whether the examination of 
Philip Neynoe, since dead, should be read in 
proof of the conspiracy in. general? Which, 
after a debate, that lasted till near seven in 
the. evening, was carried in. the affirmative; 
and thereupon the following lords entered, their 
dissent, viz, Scarsdale, Gower, Anglesea, Car- 
digan, Strafford, Dartmouth, Aylesford, Brook* 
Foley, Bruce, Willoughby de Broke, Exeter, 
Litchfield, Weston, Poulett, Compton, Masham, 
Fran. Cestriens', Uxbridge, Craven. ^ , 

Then the counsel for the Bill produced seve- 
ral evidences which were examined, and also 
copies of three letters stopt at the post-office. 
Then several witnesses' were examined against 
the Bill; and Plunket and his solicitor were 
heard ; which having lasted till eleven at nighty 
the Lords adjourned to the next morning., f Wf> 

Plunkefs Defence.] April 27. . T& cq§% 
sel for the- Bill proceeded in their Evidence, 
and having summed it up, Mr. Plunket made 
some observations thereupon, and begged leave 
to send for some witnesses, who were in prison 
for debt. His request was granted, and then, 
the House adjourned during pleasure. Being 
about an hour after resumed, Mr, Pluuket prp^ 
duced several witnesses, in order, principally, 
to invalidate the testimony of Matthew Plun- 
ket, a Serjeant of invalids at Plymouth, whose 
depositions bore hardest against him. Mr*. 
Plunket produced also a graver in order to 
prove, That a roan's hand- writing might be so 
nicely and perfectly counterfeited, as that not 
onlv others, but even himself,'roight be deceived 
by it, and not distinguish it from the true and 
genuine hand : Hereby he endeavoured to dis- 
credit and weaken the testimony of Mr. Ra* 
dick, a German, formerly an under-secretary 
to count Gallas, who having been employed 
by Mr. Plunket in translating into German 
some letters which the said Plunket pretended 
to have intercepted at count Bothmar's, was 
perfectly acquaiuted with his hand, and there- 
upon deposed that Plunket's intercepted letter, 
of the 23rd of July, 1722, signed Jo. Rogers, 
was his baud-writing. The prisoner said littjle 
in his own defence, but complained, That while 
the Bill was depending in the House of Corn** 
mons, he had no time to make his defence 
there. When he had done speaking, the coun- 
sel for the Bill answered all his objections, and 
endeavoured to shew them to be frivolous and 
ill-grounded. They said, they would produce/ 
witnesses of undoubted credit to support Mat* 
thew Plunket's reputation and evidence^ That^ 
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hs to the%uiiterf&ting a ra^m's hand- writing, 
they did not deny the possibility of it, but that 
ft did not From thence follow, that it hat! Hbeeri 
done in the present case ; That it was, at least; 
incumbent on the prisoner to prove the fact, 
winch he had been sO far from attempting to 
do, that on the contrary, while he was in cus- 
tody, he had been extreme cautious to write 
any thing, for fear of furnishing-the government, 
with proofs against himself ; That when the 
Serjeant at arms attending the House of Com- 
mons, did, by their order, deliver to him a copy 
of the Bill against him, he, at the same time, 
caused pen,. ink, and paper to be brought to 
him, letting him know, that he might apply 
either by petition to the House, or by letter to 
the Speaker, for counsel to assist him in his de- 
fence, but that he declined making use of the 
liberty allowed him to write, and even refused 
signing a letter which captain Laroon, who 
guarded him at sight, had offered to write for 
liim ; so that it was his own fault he did not 
rriake his defence before' the Commons. All 
this was confirmed upon oath by captain La- 
roOn, who gave the Lords a full account of the 
prisoner V behaviour during his confinement; 
And it is remarkable, that Plunket having en- 
deavoured to puzzle **be captain by some cross 
questions, he betrayed himself, owning, That 
the reason why he would not write any thing, 
was, because he had been told, that the govern- 
ment had several letters of his that were not 
yet printed, which they might compare with 
his hand-writing. The King's counsel produced 
several other witnesses to support their allega- 
tions, and having made an end of their evi- 
dence, they were ordered to withdraw. Then 
their lordships examined the prisoner for about 
a quarter of an hour ; Which done, in a Grand 
Committee* they went through the Bill to 
punish him 5 and put off the third reading of it 
to the 29th. 

The Bill against Plunket passed.] Accord- 
ingly on that day, the said Bill was read the 
third time, and, after debate, the question be- 
ing put, whether the said Bill should pass, it 
was carried in the affirmative, by 87 voices 
.against 34. 

Protest against passing if.] 
u Dissentient' 

1. " Because bills of this nature, as we con- 
ceive, ought not to pass but in case of evident 
necessity, when the preservation of the state 
plainly requires it ; which we take to be very 
tar from the present case, the conspiracy hav- 
ing been detected so long since, and the per- 
son accused seeming to us very inconsiderable 
in all respects, and who, from the many gross 
untruths, it now appears, he has wrote to his 
correspondents abroad, must appear to have 
Jbeen ah impostor and deceiver even to his own 
party. 

- " Proceedings of this kind, tending to 
Wnvict and punish, are in their nature, though 
not form, judicial ; and do let the Commons, 
itt effej&t^ into an equal -share with the Lords in 



j udicatu re ; w hich the Lords ought to 4* very 
jealous of doing, since tbq power of judicature 
is the greatest distinguishing power the Lord* 
have; and there will be little reason to hope, 
that if bills of this nature are given way toby 
the Lords, the Commons will ever bring up 
impeachments, or make themselves accusers] 
only, when they can act as judges. 

3. " This Bill, in our opinion, differs mate- 
rially from the precedents cited for it; as to 
the case of sir John Fenwick, it is plain, by the 

{>reamble of that bill, that the ground most re- 
ied on to justify proceeding against him in that 
manner was, that there had been two legal 
witnesses proving the high treason against him, 
that a bill Was found against him on their evi- 
dence, and several times appointed him for a 
legal trial therein, in the ordinary course, 
which he procured to be put off, by undertak- 
ing to discover, till One of the evidences with- 
drew ; so that it was solely his fault," that h* 
had not a legal trial by jury ; all which cir- 
cumstances not being in the present case, we 
take it, they are not at alT to be compared to 
one another. 

4. " As to the acts which passed to detain 
Counter and others concerned in the cotispH 
racy to assassinate the late king William, of 
glorious memory, we conceive, those acts were 
not, in their nature, bills Of attainder, as this isy 
but purely to enable the crown to keep them in 
prison, notwithstanding the laws of liberty; 
whereas this is a bill to inflict pains and penal- 
ties, and does import a conviction and sentence 
on the prisoner, not only to lose his liberty, but 
also his lands and tenements, goo^s and chat- 
tels, of which/be having none, as we believe; 
we cannot apprehend why it was inserted, and 
this hill not drawn on the plan of Counter**, 
&c. unless it was to make a precedent for such 
forfeitures m Cases of bills which may hereafter 
be brought to convict persons, who have great 
estates, upon evidence which does not come up 
to what the law in being requires. : 

5. " If there be a defect of legal evidence to 
prove this man guilty of high treason, such de- 
fect always was; and we think if bills otfrhis 
nature, brought to supply, original defects in 
evidence, do receive countenance, they may 
become familiar, and then many an. innocent 
person may be reached by them, since -'it- is 
hard to distinguish, whether that defect pro- 
ceeds from the cunning and artifice or from the 
innocence of the party. 

6. "This proceeding by bill does not onl^, 
in our opinions, tend to lay aside the judicial 
power of the Lords, but even the use of juries* 
which distinguishes this nation - from alf its 
neighbours, and is of the highest value to all 
who rightly understand the security and other 
benefits arising from it ; and whatever tends to 
alter or weaken that great privilege, we think, 
is ^an alteration of our constitution far the 
worse, though it be done by act of parliament, 
and if it may be supposed that any of our fun- 
damental laws were set aside by act of parlia- 
ment* the natio^weapifrrelten^ 
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at all tbe mere comforted from that considera- 
tion that the Parliament did it. , , 

7. It is tbe essence of natural justice, as 
we think, but it is most surely the law of the 
realm, that.no person should be tried more than 
once for the same crime,, or twice put in peril 
of losing his life, liberty or estate ; and though 
we acquiesce in tbe opinion of all the judges, 
that if this bill should pass into a law, Flunlset 
cannot be again prosecuted for the crimes con* 
tained in the preamble of the bill, yet it is cer- 
tain, that if a bill of this kind should happen to 
be rejected by either House of Parliament, or 
by the King, the person accused might be at- 
tacked again, and again, in likemanuer, in any 
subsequent session of Parliament, or indicted 
for the same offence, notwithstanding tbat 
either House of Parliament should have found 
nira jnoocent, and not passed tbe bill for tbat 
reason; and we conceive it a very great excep- 
tion to this course of proceeding, that a subject 
may fee condemned and punished, but not ac- 
qu^ted by it. 
. Q. " We think it appear^ in all our history, 
tbat tbe passing bills of attainder, sis this, we 
/ think, in its nature is (except as before is said, 
in cases of absolute and dear necessity) nave 
proved so many blemishes to the reigns in 
winch tbey passed ; ana therefore we tbontht 
it ot* duty in time, and before tbe passing this 
\Mf as a precedent, to give our advice and 
yetes against tbe passing it, being very unwill- 
ing tbat any thing should pass which, in our 
e*mien«, would in tbe least derogate from tbe 
glory of this reign. 

9, H We apprehend it to be more for "the in- 
terest and security of his Majesty's govern- 
snent, tbat bills of this nature should not pass 
than tbat tbey should; sioce persons who think 
at all otfaaot bat observe, that in this case some 
infos* nave been received as evidence, wbich 
woaW net have been received in any court of 
judicature; that precedents of this kind are 
. naturally growing (as, we think, this j»ocs be- 
yond any other which has happened since the 
devolution) and if from such like observations 
tbey shall infer, as we cannot but do, that the 
•aoertyand property of the subject becomes, by 
such examples, in any degree more precarious 
than tbey were before, it may cause an abate- 
tnent of seal for a government founded on the 
Revolution, which cannot, as we think, be com- 
pensated by «ny of tbe good consequences 
which are hoped for by those, who approve this 
WH.—~ (Sighed*) £carsdale 9 Willoughby de 
Broke, Poulett, Cowper, Batburst, 
. Crewer, Anglesea, Guilford, Osborne, 
Trevor, Oxford and Mortimer, Weston, 
Hay, Masbam* Brooke, Compton, Fran. 
Gestnens\ Morrtjoy, jUxbrid^e, Bingley, 
Exeter, Stratford, Craven, Foley, Berke- 
ley de Stratton, Aylesford, Brooe, 
Litchfield, Dartmouth, Asbburnbam, 
liechmere, CaMbgau." 

Precmdinfs in the Lords on the Bill against 
April 30. Mr. (tonne Kelly was 



brought from tbe Tower, to the bar of the 
House of Lords, to make bis defence against 
the f Bill, * To inflict pains and penalties fttpoa 
* him/ with the assistance of the council wbe 
bad been assigned him, to wit, sir Cquetan$ine 
Phips and counsellor Pratt. After thi second 
reading of the bill, Mr. Reeves and Mr. Weaji 
were heard to it, wbo opened she nature of 
the evidence they bad to produce, to prove the 
conspiracy in general/ and the prisoner's per* 
in it, in particular Mr. Kelly's conned rained 
several objections to both, and, in a special 
manner, strenuously opposed the reading, jsjey- 
uoe's examination, urging, that as it was neither 
taken upon oath, nor signed by hinj, it oaafat 
not to be admitted as evidence : But m this 
objection bad already been in Plunket's, so was 
it easily over-ruled in tbe present case. 

Hereupon several informations of Philip 
Neynoe were read, importing in substance, 
That George Kelly, .who often went by the name 
of Johnson, frequently told him, that tbe bishop 
of Rochester held correspondence wftb the 
Pretender and his agents ; That he (Kelly) was 
employed by the J>isbop in writing for him, and 
carrying on the said correspondence ; That the 
Pretender relied more on the advices, from the 
bishop, than from any other person; Thai 
the bishop went sometimes by the namn of 
Jones, sometimes by that of Uliagton; that 
he had seen several cyphers in Kelly's hands, 
one in figures, another of fictitious nansaa,iar 
carrying on the correspondence with the Bra- 
tender's agents ; Tbat the informant (&jmna) 
had been employed to draw up three aeveral 
memorials to the regent of France, to solicit 
him to send forces to the assistance of the con- 
spirators; the last of which was in December, 
1791, and contained a demand of 5,000 jaen 
to be sent to invade these kingdoms; and that 
the heads of these memorials were given him by 
Kelly, and one who went by the name of 
Watson, whom he took to. be tbe late earl 
Marishal; That in March following, Kelly 
brought him (Neynoe) the heads of a letter, to 
be drawn up with a designfof its being inter- ' 
cepted by the government, in order to amuse 
them into a false security ; That he drew tbe 
said letter in a paper writ column ways, and 
tbat it was brought back to him,, corrected* as 
he believed, by the bishop of Rochester; That 
Neynoe farther added, Tbat Kelly assured 
him, the bishop got notice, of his being to be 
taken up, some days before it happened* and 
that this -notice was given tbe bishop by one of 
the Lords of the Council. 

The Council for the Bill urged, That tb#J 
had evidence to produce to prove, That Neynoe 
was intimately acquainted with Ke^y, and 
thereby had an opportunity of being infornteji 
by him ; That the bishop of Rochester W9* 
also acquainted with Kelly, invited him to 4nje 
with him, and sent to inquire after his health; 
and that tbe several particulars contained in 
Neyeoe's information, were corroborated and 
supported, in every material circnaistaaoej sjy 
several concurrent proofs: To which j 
several witnesses were examined, \ 
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Then the Counseh for the "Bill ofFared to 
produce the intercepted letter from Mr. Kelly 
to *Mr, G-ordon, junior, banker at Bologne, 
cftrted April 20, 1T22, with a packet inclosed, 
eenshltirig of three letters, one to Olivers (gen. 
Dillon) signed T. Jones, another to Musgrave 
(earl of Majr) signed T. Illingtop, and a third 
ie Mr. Jackson (the Pretender) signed 1378, 
dated April 20, part of each of them writ in 
'(Cipher, and which appeared by the matter to 
Wfrom the same person ; and the letters to 
fcftisgrave and Jackson, being inclosed in that 
toChivers, were supposed to have been dictated 
to Kelly by the bishop of Rochester. But the 
counsel for the prisoner strongly opposed the 
reading those letters as evidence, and several 
peers., particularly the lord Bingley, took great 
pains in examining the decypherers, Mr. Willes 
and 1 Mr. Corbiere, as to the rules and certainty 
of their art. They both averred, That they 
tad deevphered the letters in question, at a 
great distance one from the other, and without 

'their communicating their keys to each other, 

•or having any key communicated to them; and* 
that the rttfes they went by were almost as 
certain and infallible as any used in mathema- 
tical demonstrations. But having, at the same 
time, owned, That in their several explications 
of what was writ in cypher, there harl happened 
some small variations, such as the word * care,' 
and • to provide,' in the one, and 'concern/ and 
* to procure,' in the other ; a debate arose upon 

t tfce question, whether .copies of letters inter- 
cepted at ihe poat office^ and decyphered, 
flhoatd be read as evidence : The same being 
carried in the affirmative, the council for the 
BHl proceeded in their evidence till about nine 
in the evening,: when \ the House adjourned. 

May 1. The House being met, and Mr. 
KeUy brought to the bar, the counsel for the 
bill examined several, other witnesses, and then 
aummed up their evidence, which lasted tilt 
about four in the afternoon. After this sir 
Con stan tine Phips and counsellor Pratt made 
each a long pleading in their client's defence, 

■ and, hi particular, shewed the danger of such 
an unprecedented way of proceeding, without 
foil and legal proofs, in cases, where the lives, 
liberties^ and properties of the subject, were 
concerned: After which they examined wit- 
nesses, to invalidate the evidence given for the 
biH> and in particular Neynoe's informations. 
Among the rest, Mr. Bmgfey, who was taken 
up at Deal with Neynoe, deposed, That Ney- 
aoe had several times owned to him, That in 
order to humour those in power, and to get 
money from them, he had told them several 
stories, of a pretended conspiracy; That by 

' this means, he got three or four hundred pounds 
from Mr. Walpole. And, that among other 
drudgeries which Mr. Walpole required him to 
do* he prevailed with him to convey into one 
of* Mr. Kelly's drawers a list of names of per* 
tons concerned in the Conspiracy; that the said 
list might be seized, when Kelly was appre- 
hended. -This being a charge of a very heinous 
nature upon a person of so distinguished a cba* 

youVJU. 
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meter, it was thought proper, that Mr. Walpole 
should have an opportunity to dear himself ; 
upon which that affair was farther adjourned to 
the next morning. 1 

May 2. ' The Commons, uppn a message from 
the Lords, having given leave that Mr. Wal- 
pole might attend their lordships' House, to be 
examined as a witness, Mr. Walpole, upon 
oath, gave their lordships a full account of the 
whole matter* He said, That on Saturday the 
28th of July 1722, he received a letter sub- 
scribed S. T. intimating, that if the person who 
wrote x it received encouragement, he would 
make considerable discoveries, and if an ad- 
vertisement acknowledging the receipt of this 
letter, and complying with" the proposal, were 
inserted in the gazette, the writer would whir, 
upon the Chancellor ' of the Exchequer, by 
the name of Walton. That it being then too 
late to have an advertisement inserted in tnat 
day's gazette, the same was deferred till Tues- 
day the last day of July. That the next day, 
Neynoe, according to his promise, waited upon 
him, Mr. Walpole, who finding him at first 
very willing and free to tell all he knew of Ae 
conspiracy, and to explain some fictitious 
name?, made use of in the letters mtercepted 
by the government, unknown to the spiid 
Neynoe", this deponent, (Mr. Walpole,,) gave 
him, as an encouragement, first the sum of 
200/. by the king's order, and afterwards, \150/. 
at three several times. To corroborate this 
depositifm, Neynoe*s letter, of the 23th of 
July, 1722, and the advertisement inserted "in 
the London gazette, in ^conformity thereto, 
were produced, which fully destroyed Bin£le^'s 
evidence: For as Kelly was taken up about- the 
middle of May, ancf Mr. Walpole nevet saw 
Neynoe till the beginning of August, it was 
impossible for the latter to tamper with $fey- 
noe to Cbnvey the list o'f the names in question, 
into one of Mr. Kelly's drawers, when he shoifid 
be apprehended. 1 ^ 

Motion to resolve^ That certain Letter* were 
not dictated by the Bishop of Rochester' to 
Kelly.~\ ■ This point being over, the counsel for 
the prisoner desired, That they might be at 
liberty to proceed to examine witnesses to 
prove, by several circumstances, That the 
letters dated 20th April, 1722, given in evi- 
dence for the bill, were not dictated by the 
bishop of Rochester to' the prisoner George 
Kelly ; but a motion being made for complying 
with that desire, the same occasioned a very 
warai and long debate ; and the question being 
put thereupon, it was carried in the negative by 
82 voices against 47. 

Protest on its passing in the Negative.] 
"Dissentient' ' 

1. u Because it was insisted on by the pri- 
soner's counsel, that the proof desired was 
necessary to his defence, and if allowed to be 
made would contribute to satisfy the House of 
the prisoner's innocence of the crimes charged 
on him by the bHl ; for which reason alone/ if 
there was no other, wt think the witnesses 

R 
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eu^ht to have been examined, it "being, in our 
opinions, against tbe constant course aud rules 
of justice, in criminal proceedings of alLkinds, 
to preclude the prisoner's defence by refusing 
to bear his witnesses, if tbey are legal and com- 
petent, and in derogation of the honour and 
justice of the House, on this occasion, to an- 
ticipate the judgment of the House in the least 
circumstance which the prisoner or his counsel 
insist on to be material to bis defence, and 
which may,, if proved, be of weight in the con- 
sideration and judgment of the House. 

2. " It appears to us to tend directly to 
prove the guilt or innocence of the prisoner, to 
discover, whether tbe bishop of Rochester did 
dictate to the prisoner the letters mentioned in 
the question; because it was declared to the 
House by the counsel for the bill, in opening 
the charge against the prisoner, that the let- 
ters, though wrote by the prisoner, were^dic- 

v tated to him by a greater person ; and although 
the counsel for the bill when called upon did 
not think fit to name that greater person, yet 
it being suggested id the Report of the House 
of Commons, communicated to this House, and 
it being universally supposed hitherto, that the 
bishop of Rochester did dictate the said letters 
to tbe prisoner, it became, in our opinions, in- 
cumbent on the prisoner to give the House 
whafc satisfaction he could in that particular, 
tbe s*n»c Jswjeg sna/lf a circumstance and part 
qffbeiaaaiijaiau against him, and if falsified, 
tr;'f#ma incredible, might influence the 
judgment of the House in other circumstances. 

3. " Because tbe declaration of Philip Ney- 
nee deceased, though not -signed or sworn by 
Jiim, bath been allowed' by the House to be 
read and given in evidence, in proof of the 
particular facts charged on tbe prisoner in die 
©ill ; in which declaration tbe prisoner is ex- 
presly charged by the said Neynoe to have fre- 
quently told him, that the bishop of Rochester 
held correspondence with the Pretender and 
the Pretender's agents, aud that the prisoner 
was employed by tbe bishop in writing for 
hm^ and carrying on tbe said correspondences, 
and that be had several times left Mr. Kelly at 
tbe bishop's door, when Mr. Kelly went into 
the bishop's house and stayed there an hour or 
two, and upon coming back to him that the 
prisoner made apologies for staying so long, 
end told bim be bad been writing the bishop's 
letters, which he always apprehended to be 
the foreign correspondence of the bishop with 
tbe Pretender's agents ; for which reason also, 
we conceive, the proof desired pught to have 
been received, because it may be thought a 
denial of justice, by this House, to the prisoner, 
not to permit bim to answer, even by legal evi- 
dence, the particular and direct evidence, 
which the House bath allowed to be given 
against him. , 

4. " Although the prisoner may be guilty of a 
^reasonable correspondence, if fee wrote the 
fetters mentioned in tbe question, and the same 
were not dictated to bim by any person wbat- 
fe^W* let tbe tat* ctarged in j&a bill, having 



been endeavoured to be proved, * not by direct 
proof of tbe facts themselves, but by eircwH- 
stancea; in ,our opinions, the prisoner'? *4e* 
fence must be applied to answer die several 
circuowtances; and it is, as we conceive, 
equally unjust to deny him the liberty of falsi* 
fying that circumstance of his writing the let* 
ters, being dictated to him by the bishop, sis it 
would be, to refuse to allow bim to prove, that 
tbe said letters were not, or could not be 
wrote, or seut to the persons to whom tbey are 
suggested or charged to have been wrote or 
sent, or, to refuse him to prove by circum- 
stances, that tbe prisoner himself did not or 
could not write the same, at the particular 
times and places the same are suggested to lit 
so wrote or sent by him, or to deny him liberty 
to falsify, by circumstances, any other circum- 
stance relating to the supposed treasonable 
correspondence charged on him by the ^i)l. ; 

5. " Tlie council for the bill having alledged, 
as one reason against the examinations desired, 
that tbey were not prepared to answer* that 
evidence, might have been a ground . for the 
House to have allowed them a reasonable Urns 
for such preparation ; but in our opinions that 
consideration ought uot to weigh against the 
prisoner's giving the evidence to the House 
which he was prepared to give, especially sine* 
it was alledged, that the examinations, now nV 
sired, were desired on tbe prisoner's part to 
have been made at the -bar of the House of 
Commons, and thereby so long ago pabticjt 
notified by the prisoner. ^ - 

6. " Because the refusal of the proof of any 
circumstance of the prisoner's defence, if audi 
refusal be not just, mu&t in its consequence 
affect the justice of the wh61e proceeding 
against the prisoner, because it tleprhres the 
House of the liberty of forming a judgment 
upon the whole ease, and tends, so for as that 
particular goes, to subject this proceeding 
against it he prisoner to the objection of partia- 
lity, which is most highly dishonourable to this 
House, especially considering the latitude whioh 
hath been allowed iu other parts of the exam*- 
nation oa tins occasion. ^-^-feVgHed. J Qewer, 

GuiJ ford, Strafford, Litchfield, Cowwtr^ 
Trevor, Osborne, Montjey, Peniatt, 
Craven, Compton, Bruce, Lecheaeee, 
Middle***, Leigh, Tadeester, Bathers*, 
Vomfast, Nwtbampton, Berkeley 4e 
Stratum, Penbjgb, Scaraqelt, Steweii, 
Anglesea, Cardigan, Fran., Ceatrient*, 
Dartmouth, Weston, Wharton, Aran* 
dell, Masham, Folev, WikVmghby 4r 
Broke, Brook, Bingky, Ashburnhena, 
Uxbrie^,^eter,%uabnfy,Hay,Ayie«v 
ford." • ~ .vitztrt: 



Kelty'* Dtfmce *t ihtJBcr if4kt Bestnif 
Mr. Ke(Jy's counsel having made eoeae farther 
obeervations on the evidence given for the bi«V 
and summed up their own evidence : •. 

Mr. Xdly spoke in his own Btte^'^fisV' 
Ion; ■ ' . m r 
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My Lord! ; - T 

Since my council have so faUy answered 
s every article alledged agaioat me, it may seem 
unnecessary to take up your lordships' time, by 
saying any thing for myself. And, indeed, k 
woald.be so, if my charge were ordinary or 
particular. • . 

£**, my Lords, I have been represented as a 
person doubly guilty ; first, in transacting trea- 
sfen for myself: and, secondly, in doing it for 
other people. 

• These are crimes of the most heinous nature ; 
trod if they were as clearly proved, as they have 
been' strongly asserted, I should justly merit 
your lordships' highest displeasure, and all the 
pains and penalties thai you could possibly in- 
flict upon me. 

And since my charge is so very extraordma* 
ry : since these proceedings seem to be withoat 
amy precedent ; and, that the innocence of 
other persons calls upon me for public justice ; 
I believe your lordships will easily allow, that 
to be swent in such a case, would be truly cri- 
minal, and baft too justly censured . 

To enter, into all the particulars of my accu- 
sation, would, t fear, take up more time than is 
reasonable for me to ask, or for your lordships 
to allow and though the many inconsistencies, 
contradictions, and false conclusions which ap- 
pear in almost every page of the printed Re- 
ports, plainly shew the weakness, absurdity, 
and sophistry of them ; however, I shall only 
beg leave to touch upon those .material parts, 
which relate to myself, and my defence to 
tbetrit 

• And the first Article which I find myself 
charged with, is, the employing of one Neynoe 
to draw up three memorials to the Regent of 
France, to solicit foreign forces to iuvade this 
kingdom, 

And for proof of this, the examinations of the 
anme person, which are neither upon oath, nor 
so much as signed by him(and whom the Com- 
mittee of the honourable House of Commons 
have represented as a very infamous fellow^ 
are the only evidence assigned against me. 

This, my Lords, is the crime! and, This the 
proof! 

And though the bare mentioning of it, might 
be sufficient to convince your lordships of its 
weakness ; however, since so great a weight 
has been laid upon this kind of evidence in ano- 
ther place, it will be necessary to be, a little 
more particular about it. 

The two first of these Memorials ( viz. Those 
before aod after the South-Sea Scheme) are 
but slightly mentioned : but the one pretended 
to be drawn up in December 1731, (and con- 
taining a demand of 5000 men) ant} a Letter 
said to be written the March after (to amuse 
the government -into a false security) are the 
chief things upon which any stress is laid. 
^And> how false both these allegations are, 
basy I don't doubt, evidently appeared to yoor 
lordships. For, 

, Had my accuser been really employed to 
draw up any such memorials, H is reasonable 



to believe? that he would have kept copies of 
some* and especially of the last of them ; since 
a person who turned informer so suddenly al- 
ter, may very: well be presumed to have had 
thoughts of it for some time before; and such 
papers would, no doubt, give great weight to 
bis information. ' N 

But" the ministry bate prod need no such, 
copies.; neither do they pretend to have them t 
which is a very great indication that there ne- 
ver were any such memorials at all. 

Besides, there are no two of his Examine* ' 
tions of a piece. Nay ! he contradicts himself 
in almost everyone of them. For, 

In his second Examination, he says, Thai 
these memorials were air* drawn up by the order 
of one Henry Watson (whom he really did not 
know, but took to be the late earl Maruhali) 
without making the least mention of me. 

In his third Examination , he says, That they 
were delivered to me and Watson ; and in bit 
fourth, be says again, they were all drawn up 
by the order of Henry Watson only. And, is* 
a few lines after, contradicts himself and say*, 
That the heads of them were given so him by 
me and Watson : which are such inconststen* 
cies, as (your lordships will easily grant) are not 
'to be reconciled : and if his memorises were at 
better drawn than his examinations, I believe, 
they were not likely to meet with any great 
success. , 

As to the late earl Marisbali, how reasonable 
it is to believe, that a person hi bis ctrcum* 
stances should venture to come into England* 
and live so openly here, as to intrust himself, 
and a secret of this nature, to a fellow* who 
(by his own confession) did not know him, is 
humbly submitted to your lordships. 

And as for my part, it is very plain, that J 
could, have no hand in them, since the minutes 
in my pocket-book (in which I could have used 
no disguise) agreeing with the concurrent testi- 
mony of several witnesses* plainly shew that 
I was not in the kingdom at the times in which 
my accuser pretends to have been so employ* 

For, by those nnoubtsy and their testimony, 
it appears, that I went to Fraoee the ft&d ojf 
November, 1791, and did not return isnttll the 
latter end of the next month t Ami my ac cus e r 
himself owns, ia his first ExanMoatwo, Thai 
he did not see me after my return, uatill the 
January following ; which makes it impossible* 
that he could-hnve been so employed by me in 
December, since I was most part of that mouth 
out of the kingdom ; and the few days of it 
that I was here, he owns, he did not see me. 

Nor has the other part of bis information re? 
Jating to the letter (which he pretends to have 

drawn up in March) better grounds.* -For* 

by. the same minutes, and by the same evi- 
dence, it likewise appears, that I went to France 
the 3Sd of February after^ and did not return 
uatill the middle of April, which makes it as im- 
possible, that he could have bet?n employed by 
me in March, since I was then likewise' out^of 
the kingdom. ... 
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Had this examination been taken at anj dis- 
tance of time, ir is possible he might be mis- 
taken in k ;' but his first information must have 
been about the middle of April; soon after my 
return from France ; for he confessed to the 
person taken up with him at Deal, That be was 
the first who set the ministry upon intercepting 
letters. And the first letters so intercepted, are 
owned, in the 43d page of the Report made to 
the lower House, to have been the 22d of April, 

1722 And, surely he cannot be supposed to 

have forgot so soon, what happened the very 
month before; especially, since he has been so 
particular, as to name the very day (Saturday) 
tjpon which be says this letter was so drawn 

By all wjiich it plainly appears, that this 
♦Article is not only groundless, but evidently 
false: and likewise, that he had no such inti- 
macy with me (as the Report pretends) since 
he has declared, that I never spoke to him of 
the conspiracy ; and that I could he a month 
at onetime, aud two months at another, out of 
town, without his knowing any thing of it. 

As to what is said to bis coming sometimes 
to my lodgings, I believe it may he true ; but 
if has been fully proved, that his visits were 
never to me, but always to another person, who 
lodged in the same house. 

And, I do solemnly affirm to youf lordships, 
that I never was acquainted with the late earl 
Marishall, or with any such person who went by 
the name of Watson : , that I knew very little 
of my accuser ; so little, that I am confident, I 
never spoke to him ten times in my fife ; nor 
ever employed him in this or any other affair 
whatsoever. 

The second Article charged upon me, is, 
' The carrying on of a treasonable Correspon- 
* dence for the bishop of Rochester.' 

And for proof of this, the examination of the 
name, person is the. only evidence produced 
against me, wherein he says, that I frequently 
told him, the bishop was concerned in such a 
correspondence ; and that I managed it for 
him ^ with other particulars not worth men- 
tioning to your lordships. 

How reasonable it is, that I should tell such 
a strange untruth to a person that I knew so 
very little of ; and whatcreditought to be given 
to his bare- assertion, who has affirmed such 
gross and notorious falsehoods in the former 
Article, must be submitted to your lordships. 

And, in my present unhappy situation, I 
cannot hut think it a very great and singular 
happiness, to have so public and honourable an 
, occasion of purging myself from so vile a ca- 
lumny, and of doing justice«totfcat most worthy 
and learned prelate. 

And I do solemnly declare to your lordships, 
upon the faith of a Christian, That 1 never wrote 
or received « letter of auy kind for the bishop 
of Rochester, or, was. privy to any correspon- 
dence of his at home or abroad : that I never 
shewed him any letter that ever I wrote to 
France, or ever sent one there by .his privity or 



direction : that I am very little' known *e> his . 
lordship, went very rarely to wait upon hkk ; 
so rarely ! that I am confident few of his ser- 
vants know either my name or fade; and have 
not seen him above three or four times (base 
two years past, and hot above eight or ten 
times in my whole life. ■ "< 

I do farther declare, That my visits to his 
lordship were public ; that I never went pri* 
vately in a chair *to his house ; always found 
other company with him who were generally 
strangers to me ; and never once mentioned his 
name, upon this or any other account, to the 
person who has thus accused me : which, with 
the evidence that has been produced of his own 
confessions to that purpose, is, 1 hope, sufficient 
to convince your lordships of the truth of it. 

And as for the dog, which has been brought 
as a circumstance to prove this matter, I do, in 
the same solemn manner, declare. That he was 
given to me by a surgeon at Paris (whose affi- 
davit has been offered to be produced) and who 
at that time, I do verily believe, never heard 
of his lordship's name ; and that he never was > 
designed for any-body but the person I gava 
him to: ' T 

And I appeal to the very ministers them* 
selves, if the British resident at Paris,, (who is 
constantly attended by that very surgeon, and 
examined him about it) has not confirmed the 
truth of this account to them. 

1 do farther -affirm, That the bishop of Ro- 
chester never saw him ; never received any 
letter or message by me,' nor (do I believe) by 
any other person about him : neither did I 
ever know or hear, that his lordship had any 
intercourse or correspondence with the late 
earl of Mar, or any other disaffected person 
abroad. ' 

My Lords, 

It cannot be imagined, That I have any 
particular interest or concern in this matter j 
for I never received any favours from his lord- 
ship ; neither do I owe him any obligations, 
but those of common justice ; and- those I 
should perform, where I have so much truth of 
my side, to the greatest enemy I have upon 
earth. 

As for the other circumstances which are 
brought to strengthen my accuser's examina- 
tions, and are set forth in one Pander's depo- 
sition; they will appear, I do not doubt, as 
groundless and inconsistent as the examinations 
themselves. 

For this person swears, That another told, 
him of this conspiracy "i That six or eight bat* 
talions of Irish forces were to come from Spain 
to assist the conspirators'. That 200,000/. were 
raised, ano\800 men regularly subsisted for this 
purpose in London. 

These, my Lords, are called in the 38th page 
of the . Report of the lower House, 4 The Con- 
' current and Corrobprating Proofs of my ja#» 
• cuser's examinations:' And I humbly appeal 
to your lordships, if any one of (hem carries thai 
least colour of reason or probabi&y with 4c. 
For, can it be imagined. That such s Awctr 
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should com* JVont Spain, when there v appears 
to be so strict a friendship' betwixt the two 
kingdoms? Or, That 200,000/. could possibly 
be raised among all the disaffected in England, 
incase there was a licence for it? Qr, 800 men 
regularly subsisted in this city, without a dis- 
covery ? 

These are such idle, inconsistent tales, as, I 
am persuaded, can never have any weight with 
your lordships. 

Besides, my Lords, this is only bare hear-say ; 
and if the hear-say of such infamous persons 
(or, indeed, of any persons) be looked upon as 
sufficient evidence, 1 believe, no man in Eng- 
land can be sure of his life or liberty an hour, 
since any two people may talk him into high- 
treason whenever they please;, and the greater 
the person is, the greater his danger always will 
be. 

The third crime which I stand charged with, 
is, The writing of three treasonable letters for 
the bishop of Rochester, supposed to be for the 
Pretender, the late earl of Mar, and general 
Dillon, which letters are said to have been 
sent fay me to Mr. Gordon at Bologne, with 
directions to be delivered to one Mr. Talbot. 

And, for proof of this, the clerks of the 
Post-Office are produced, who swear, 1 That 
those letters were (to the best of their know- 
ledge) written in the same hand with an original 
which was stopt as a specimen /of it: Which 
original has been sworn by two persons to be 
ray writing, and consequently, those letters 
most be so too. . 
'My Lords, 

These letters are dated the 20th of April, 
and the specimen so stopped, the 20th of August; 
just four months after. 

And how it is possible for people (who re- 
ceive such a number of letters) to swear to a 
, likeness of hand, at such a distance Of time ; 
and what weight ought to be laid upon this 
kind of evidence; or upon that modern and 
nrysterions one given by the decypherers, in 
which they do not pretend to a certainty them- 
selves, must be submitted to your lordships. 

And as to the persons who have sworn to my 
hand, I hope it will be considered, That one of 
them is a messenger, who never saw any of my 
writing, but the superscriptions of a few letters, 
which, your lordships may easily see, do not 
hear die least likeness with what he has sworn 

UK 

Besides this very person was turned out of 
his employment upon my account ; arid a few 
dayr after he gave this evidence in the House of 
Commons, I saw a paragraph in the news* 
papers, that he was restored to it again. 

And as to the other, it is to be hoped, That 
it will be like rise considered, That he is a ser- 
vant, who attended me only about three weeks, 
and was turned off for an infamous action, 
which he has acknowledged himself to have 
been guilty of a besides, he has confessed, That 
be never saw me write, but as he went back- 
wards and forwards in the 'room ; and at such a 
dis t anc e, as not to be able to distinguish one 
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character from another : and it has been proved 
by two witnesses, (one of which was a particu- 
lar friend of his own) , That he declared, He 
never knew any thing of my hand ; but was 
threatened by the Secretary of State into the 
affidavit, which has been printed to that pur- 
pose in the Appendix. 

And if that paper had been my writing, it is 
impossible they could be reduced to a necessity 
of making use of such improper evidence, 
since no pains have been spared to procure 
better; since numbers of people have been 
taken up, confined, and examined to this very 
point : and Newgate sent to, more than once, 
for witnesses to it. 

And though it might be proved by the very 
Report of the lower House, That those letters 
could not have come from the bishop of 
Rochester; however, my business is only to 
convince your lordships, That I was not the* 
writer of them, and of this, I believe, it is 
impossible to give clearer proofs than 1 have 
done : For if those letters had been dictated to 
me the 20th of April (as the report pretends) 
it must have been at his lordship's house in the 
country ; since it appears by the deposition of 
his coachman, that he went there the 12th of 
that month, and did not leave it till the 5th of 
May. 

But it has been proved, that I was in Lon- 
don all that time ; and if it had teen permitted^ 
there is not a person in (he bishop's family, 
but. would testify, That I was not then at his 
house in the country; and, consequently, 
could not have written any such letters for him. 

Besides, I have brought several persons of 
credit and undoubted characters, who have all 
testified, That the hand in which those letters 
are said to be written,- is not mine, nor any 
thing like it. 

An affidavit ha^s been produced from Mr. 
Gordon, That he never received any such 
letters from me, nor_ ever had any correspon- 
dence, or even an acquaintance with me. 

And it has been likewise proved, That Mr. 
Talbot, to whom those letters are said to be- 
delivered by Mr. Gordon, was in this town the 
very day upon which they are said to have 
been delivered to him at Bologne : And if I 
had any such letters' to transmit, can it be 
imagined, that I would trust them to the com* 
mon post, when I had so good an opportunity 
co send them by, or direct them to Bologne, 
when the same post might as well have carried, 
them to Pans. 

These are such full, such evident proofs*, as, 
I hope, cannot fail of giving your lordships the 
utmost conviction in this matter; and, conse- 
quently, that this' article is, like the rest, both 
groundless and manifestly false* 

But, if any credit is to be' given to the con- 
fessions which my accuser made to the person 
taken up with him, it is very plain, that those 
letters must have come from another quarter; 
and, to say no worse, were at least calculated 
to carry on his own base and villainous de- 
signs. 
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For it has been proved to your lordships, 
that lie confessed to have been employed by 
one of the ministers, received $50/. from him, 
and was to have 2,000£ more. 
■ That this minister declared a personal pre* 
judice, upon some private account, to the 
bishop of Rochester ; was resolved to pull 
down the pride of that haughty prelate, and to 
squeeze me (as I think the expressions were) to 
that purpose. 

I say, if any credit is to be given to this con- 
fession, there can be no great difficulty in 
tracing out the source of this part of the con- 
spiracy; and I am heartily "Sorry to say, Toat 
there are some circumstances which seem to 
give but too great a countenance to the truth 
of it. 

For, my lords, he made this confession at a 
juncture when he may very well We supposed to 
have spoken in the sincerity of his heart; when 
he saw his villainy detected; believed himself 
to be in the greatest danger, and depended 
upon the person's assistance (to whom he made 
it) to help Jum out of his misfortunes. And 
how particular this prosecution is, and bow 
Sufficiently I have been squeezed, are things 
but too visible, and too well known to the 
trorld. 

Besides, the very cypher by which those 
letters were written,, (ana which he owned to 
rjave received from that minister) was actually 
caught upon the person to whom 'he gave it ; 
and he confessed, That lie put a paper of di- 
rections into one of my drawers, by which (the 
report says) most of the treasonable letters 
were/addressed. 

And it has been proved to your lordships, 
that those drawers were constantly open, and 
that he made some pretext for being alone in 
my lodgings, the very night before I was first 
taken up. 

- And since he was the first that set the 
ministry upon, intercepting letters,, which he 
said were mine, it Is very .extraordinary, that 
sucty a material part of his evidence should be 
omitted in his examination, or that the very 
first letters so intercepted, should be those 
alle/iged against the bishop of Rochester; and 
if the originals of -those three letters were stopt, 
I do not at all doubt, but they might be proved 
to be ray accuser's own hand-writing. 

And how strong a sense he had of his guilt, 
by attempting an escape which- proved fetal to 
him, and how visibly the hand of God has in- 
terposed in Chat eminent prelate's favour, bv 
taking one of the persons, designed for fys 
destruction, oat of the world, and giving the 
other grace and virtue enough to withstand ati 
temptations to his- prejudice, are things high4y 
worth v of your lordships just and most serioos? 
consideration, and oo smalt indication of his 
innocence. 

And as to the money which my accuser 
owned to have received ; that there was a 
very sadden and extraordinary change in his 
condition; that, from the lowest state of po- 
verty and want, he soon arrived to that of a 



vicious and most profligate affluence, i» a trntb 
sufficiently known to all those that worn fee* 
quaint ed with him. „ : v 

But from whence this change proceeded, 
or wliat real grounds he had for RSpersiog^siet 
honourable person, I will not pretend to soy; 
but if those aspersions be false, as I wish they 
may, it may be justly inferredy that a fellow 
who was capable of vilifying one person* may 
very well be judged as capable of doing so to 
another:. and if his veracity is nqt to hold 
good in one case, there can be no reason fo* 
allowing it in the other. . . 

The fourth crime alledged against me, is, a 
number of intercepted letters, supposed to be 
written to, and received from the late earl of 
Mar, general Dillon, and other disaffected per-* 
sons abroad* 

And for the proof of this, a Frenchman has 
been produced, who swears* That he oace saw 
me take up a letter at Burton's coffee-house, by 
the name of Baker, which name, it is saioV 
some of the treasonable letters were addressed 
by; and was* in paper of directions, found m 
my^ lodgings. How that paper came there, baa 
been already proved t» your lordships* 

And as to the person who has swore to this 
particular, I must observe, That- when.be> -gave 
this evidence to the House of Commons, he did 
not know me, though be spoke to me?- end 
looked several times earnestly at me ; and for 
the truth of this, I can appeal to most of the 
members of that honourable House, whe* were 
witnesses of it; and he would still have probe* 
bly continued in bis ignorance* if some private 
hiqts, as I have been told, were not gives him, 
or site seme method taken^ which has been done 
with a number of other strange fellows, who 
were frequently sent to the. Tower, and bad no 
other business- but to take a view of me* 

Besides, the people of the coffee-house have 
testified the contrary, and that no such letter 
ever came to their house. And though it be 
set down in my examination before the cone* 
cil, that I confessed to have taken up such a 
letter, I humbly appeal to my Lord GhaneeJJee 
(if it can be worth his lordship's while to recol- 
lect it) if he did not ask me that very question 
two or three times ; and if I did not as often 
deny it. Neither is this the only particular that 
is falsely set down in that examiaation. And 
I do solemnly affirm to your lordships,, That I 
never did receive any such letter, nor ever saw 
that paj>er of directions, ttu k was printed in 
the Report. 

And there is one circumstance pretty re- 
markable ra this correspondence, that ae it be* 
gan with my accuser's information, so it ended 
with his being taken up. For immediately after 
a new correspondence is pretended te be die* 
covered; end to fix this likewise open mo, it 
has been snggested, that I sent cyphers by sir 
Harry Goring to France, and bad letters di* 
reefed by them to SturgesaV nod Siaeghter's 
coffee-house. s . 

But, my Lords, rto socb cyphers v were found 
in nvf custody, nor any papers relating. te*f|Hft 
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a correspondence, and the people of thos* 
coffee- bouses have all sworn, that I never or- 
dered any letters of that kind to be taken in, 
or received one, either by my own orany other 
•esse from them. Nay, one of them baa sworn, 
That no such letters ever came to bis house at 
all; another says, that a messenger from the 
secretary's office, was the only person that ever 
galled at his bouse for those directed to it. 

And as to the printed examination of one 
Mr. Caryl, to this purpose, it were to be wish- 
ed, that this gentleman's reasons had been pub- 
lished, as well as his accusation. 

For I am confident, he will not pretend to 
say, that ever he saw me write a line in his life, 
or give a piece of paper of any kind to sir Harry 
Goring; and what reason he could have for 
believing that we settled a key for such a cor- 
respondence, is very extraordinary : nor have 
the other particulars which he has affirmed, the 
least fouudatbn of truth ; for I do solemnly 
aver to your lordships, that I never saw Semple 
in my Ufe, or gave captain Bonin any such 
letter of recommendation: neither had I ever 
the honour of speaking to my lord North and 
> Grey, or of being any ways known to his lord" 
ship; and that I should mention bim so fa- 
miliarly by the fictitious name of Johnson, (and 
which, of al| names, I should never make use of 
in that manner) will, I hope, appear very in- 
credible to your lordships ; especially since Mr. 
Caryl himself has furnished so good a reason 
for the disbelief of it. 

For be has likewise affirmed, That my exami- 
nation before the council was read at doctor 
Yalden's house : the doctor has indeed already 
done me justice in that point ; and Mr. Tucker 
(who was all the while in company) will, I am 
very sure, do the same. 

And since Mr. Caryl appears to be so plain- 
ly mistaken in this particular, surely be may 
n very well be supposed to be so in all the rest, 
'especially since ke has not assigned the least 
reason for any of them. 

As to the rest of the intercepted letters, the 
people of the several coffee-houses have like- 
wise cleared me from them ; and all testify, 
That they never delivered me any such letters, 
yr received any directions from me about them ; 
which,* I hope, will be sufficient to convince 
your lordships, that I was not concerned in any 
correspondence, especially since no letters of 
this kind were found in my possession, or any 
other papers relating to the conspiracy. 

There are two other crimes, in which I most 
humbly crave your lordships' patience to be 
heard, because they are the blackest that can 
he imagined, and seem to be personal. 
. The first is a letter directed to Mr. Gordon 
at Bologne, with two affidavits, which have been 
jftinted, and are suggested to be sent by my 
directions, in order to have him and one Bir- 
mingham perjure themselves upon my account : 
— — -W in tms letter it is said, .« That the i 
* closed is a copy of a note from the person Con- 
' corned, whk what he thinks requisite/ 



My Lords, 

This letter is dated the SOih of March, at 
which time, and for five months before, I never 
was allowed the use of pen, ink, or papery os 
the liberty of seeing any person that could poa- 
sibly have conveyed "such a note for me ; for I 
have been guarded in a different manner from 
other people iu the Tower: my warders were 
put into the very room with me, and ordered 
never to stir a moment, night or day, out of it ; 
which orders they punctually obeyed, and wertK 
constant witnesses to all my actions.' - 

And those warders will depose, That, they 
believe, it Was impossible for me to have writJ 
ten or sent out any suoh directions ; and the 
officers, I do not doubt, will do me the same 
justice. 

And when my solicitor was admitted, finding 
that Mr. Gordon's Affidavit might be of use, if 
allowed as evidence, a person was immediately 
dispatched, and who brought it in a different 
form from those which have been printed. And 
my solicitor can testify, That no draughts were 
sent by him; which, with the gross management 
of the persons concerned ia this affair, is, I hope, 
sufficient to give your lordships the clearest 
conviction of my innocence in it. And I -do 
solemnly affirm, That I never knew any thing 
of them; never heard of the name of Aken- 
head before ; nor can I fiod out any person 
(besides the master of that vessel) that ever 
did. 

The other crime is get forth in one Levett's 
deposition in the Report made to' this mostf 
honourable House : 'wherein (among a great 
many other most notorious falshoods) she 
swears, That one Mrs. Barnes told her, that % 
was instrumental in, or privy to the shutting upi' 
of a person in a dungeon, for fear of his turning 
informer; and not only of him, but of 20a 
more upon the same account. Which, I be* 
lieve, is the most surprising crime that ever yeti 
was ah* edged against any Christian. 

Mrs. Barnes denies every syllable of this 
conversation ; and if the person that swears 
this against her, bad been produced, she would 
be proved to your lordships, to have "been a 
vile infamous creature all her life. And if she 
is to be believed, or that your lordships can 
think it possible there can be the least truth in* 
her deposition, it will be a sin to fet me live, 
and impossible to find out a punishment too 
cruel for me. 

These, my Lords, are the chief crimes which 
I am charged with; and very great ones -they 
are, had they been in* any degree made out 
against me. 

I am a stranger to the methods of legal proof, 
but have been told by my counsel, That the 
greater a person's crime is, the clearer the evi- 
dence ought to be against him ; and how weak 
and insufficient the proofs produced for this pur* 
pose, are, and how clear and convincing those 
which have beeri offered in my justification, has, I 
hope, evidently appeared to your lordships, and 
given you intire conviction of my innocence; 
and that all (he crimes alledged against rae 4 
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i arc without the least colour or foundation 
(ruth. 

But how much I have suffered for these sup- 
posed crimes, and what extrnordiuary means 
have been made use of against me, are things 
Aucb worthier of your lordships' judicial consi- 
deration. 

To be taken up and held to exorbitant bail, 
without ever assigning any particular crime 
against me : to suffer a long and close confine- 
ment, where the expence bears no proportion to 
my circumstances. 

To have numbers of people, and some of 
them creatures of the meanest rank and con- 
, ditiou, taken up, examined, and tampered with 
upon my account ; and Newgate sent to for 
witnesses. 

To have a servant (who was turned off for 
bis ill- behaviour) brought as en evidence ; and 
my most intimate friends imprisoned for not 
swearing against me ; are hardships and pro- 
ceedings, I believe, hitherto unheard of in Eng- 
land ; and such as, I hope, your lordships will, 
in your great wisdom and justice, think fit to 
redress. All which is of a piece with an infa- 
mous-offer made to .myself by one of the under- 
secretaries of state, who, the morning after I 
was first examined, came to me with a message 
(as he said) from one of his superiors, to let me 
know, that I had now a very good opportunity 
of serving myself; and that he was sent to offer 
me my own conditions. 

, ' Ancl when I declared myself an entire 
stranger to the conspiracy, aad wassorry to 
find that noble lord have so base an opinion of 
me, he seemed to wonder, that I would neglect 
so good an occasion of serving myself, especial- 
ly wfyen I might have' any thing I pleased to 
ask for. 

, What authority that person had for this mes- 
sage, or the rest of his after-proceedings, I will 
not pretend to say : but as I have been ruined 
aud utterly undone by them, I hope your lord- 
ships will take my sufferings, as well as circum- 
stances, into your consideration ; and, instead 
of indicting any farther pains or penalties, look 
upon me (as I really am) a person highly in- 
jured, and not a criminal concerned in any 
transactions against the government. 

As. for my circumstances, they are but too 
well known in the world. \ 

And here I cannot omit my gratitude to the 
late and present constables of the Tower ; for 
the late constable* (though I never had the ho- 
nour^ to see his lordship) was, upon a represen- 
tation of my circumstances, so very good, as to 
procure me the promise of an allowance from 
the government; and his lordship, the pre- 
sent, f has been so kind as to get jt paid : but 
the officers of the place can testify, that this 
allowance has not been converted to any pri* 
vate use of min$, but constantly given to 
the persons appointed to attend me. And I 
must take leave to assure your lordships, that 

* Charles earl of Carlisle, 
f Henry carl of Lincoln. 



it has cost me more since I was sent ttyre, 
than the gorernment have now left me reilly 
worth in the world; and 1 must suddenly be- 
come a sacrifice to my necessities, if not set at 
liberty by your lordships' great clemency and 
compassion. 

If I have dropped any expressions which may 
not be so agreeable to some particular persons 
in power, I could wish that my defence had not 
laid me under that necessity : and I do solemn- 
ly protest, That they have not proceeded from 
any resentment for my sufferings ; but from a 
sincere endeavour to give your lordships the 
clearest conviction of my innocence. And 
since I could not merit their favour, I shall al- 
ways endeavour to preserve their good opinion. 

As to the legality of these proceedings, and 
the danger of making precedents of this kind, 
those are things which have been already folly 
set forth by my couocil, and must be submitted 
to the great wisdom and jurisdiction of this 
most illustrious assembly : an assembly! which 
is not only the highest and most honourable, 
but the uprightest and most impartial, i believe, 
upon earth; and whose justice has ever ap* 
peared as extensive as their power. 

The great, and, indeed, the only argument 
which I have heard offered for the passing of 
this bill, is, That the occasion is extraordinary ; 
that your lordships are in your legislative capa- 
city ; and though the proofs may not be so le- 
gal, however, in terrorem, it is necessary to 
pass it. 

But I humbly beseech your lordships to con- 
sider, where the extraordinariness of this occa- 
sion lies ?— Has there been the least commo- 
tion in any part of the three kingdoms? Or any 
person injured in his liberty or fortune, besides 
those who have been so unhappy as to fall un- 
der this suspicion ? 

Or, is this occasion more extraordinary than 
when there was a public insurrection in the 
kingdom ? and when the persons concerned in 
it, were tried by the common and ordinary 
courts of justice? 

And because your lordships are vested with 
a supreme authority, and not tied up to the 
common forms of law, can that be a reason for 
your acting directly Contrary to it ? And to 
suppose your lordships capable of doing so, 
was not, I must say, so becoming an argument 
to have been offered upon this occasion. 

And to have a session, which opened with 
so mild, so gracious a speech from the throne, 
end in such an extraordinary a manner, must 
surely be very contrary to the desigu and in- 
tention of the throne at that time ; and is, I 
hope, so still ; especially, since no intervening, 
accidents have happened to ruffle the quiet and 
tranquillity of the kingdom. 
My Lords, 

The first extraordinary Bill that, I believe, 
ever passed in England was that of the Earl of 
Strafford ; and bow much personal prejudice 
was in his prosecution, and how fatal that Bill 
proved in its consequences. I need not men- 
tion, since the royal martyr himself has, in bis; 



Digitized by 



Google 



857] PARI- HISTORY, 9 George I 1723— The hill against Kelly passed. [3$8 



dying words* called it, an unjust sentence, and 
imputed til his misfortunes to it. And, 

Pray, ray Lords, why was that sentence un- 
just, but because it was not supported by law ? 
And, to the eternal honour of this House, be it 
said, That when* the proofs upon his trial were 
not fouud legal, they refused to find him guilty. 

But when this extraordinary method was 
taken, and the torrent of the times bore down 
their usual justice, then the flood-gates of all 
those miseries were opened, which overwhelmed 
and sunk the Constitution : and of which, some 
•f your noble predecessors had so strong and 
lively a sense, as to declare, in this very House, 
that they would be sooner torn in pieces, 
than come into such illegal proceedings; and 
so fell a sacrifice to the love and laws of their 
Country. 

To which I shall only beg leave to add one 
obserf ation, that, I am sure, is but too well 
known to that right reverend bench. ' That of 

• all the prelates who advised his Majesty to 

* the passing of that fatal bill, not one of them 

' escaped the violence of those very persons ' 
< whom they endeavoured to oblige by that 
' advice/ 

Tiiesef, my Lords, were the unhappy effects 
sad fetal consequences of one extraordinary 
bill: and what those of another may prove, 
the great Director of all things only can fore- 
see ! 

Many are the arguments which might be 
brought to she* -the great injustice, as well as 
inconveniences of these laws in particular: but 
as my liberty can be of no great moment to the 
world, I shall only beseech your lordships, not 
through me, to give a wound to the constitu- 
tion, which, perhaps, may uot so easily be 
cured. 

The great characteristic which distinguishes 
England from the rest of the neighbouring na- 
tions, is, the excellency of her laws, of which 
your lordships are the great guardians : and if 
yon suffer those laws to be broke in upon, and 
render life or liberty so precarious, as to be af- 
fected or taken away, by every idle hearsay, 
that excellency must soon disappear, and the 
best form of government now upon earth, con- 
sequently sink into anarchy and confusion. 
My Lords, 

The words of my bill are very severe, and do 
aot bear the least proportion to the proofs 
which have been produced against me : and I 
humbly hope, that my past sufferings wilL be 
looked upon as a sufficient punishment; espe- 
cially since it is not pretended, that I have 
transgressed any law yet ia being. 

I propose no great happiness in this life, and 
would willingly avoid as much misery as I 
could ; and must therefore humbly beseech 
your lordships, to look upon me as a stranger 
an ypur kingdom, and a person, as I really am, 
inconsiderable in myself; and consequently, 
incapable of doing the least prejudice to any 
government. 

Wot my behaviour, I am witting to give the 
best sureties that I am able ; but if that he not 

Yqu VHL 



approved of, I hope your lordships will give 
me leave x to -retire to some other part of the 
world, where I may enjoy my poverty with 
freedom. 

But, let my fete be what it will, I shall e'rer 
pray for your lordships' particular welfare, as 
well as the general prosperity of the kingdom. 

And so resign myself, with the utmost humi- 
lity, to your lordships' great clemency, justice, 
and compassion. 

It being near twelve at night when Mr. Kelly - 
had done speaking, the farther proceedings on 
his Trial was adjourned to the next day, when 
the Bill against him being read the third time, 
the lord Bathorst offered a Rider to be added 
to the said Bill, which was read by the clerk as 
follows, vis. 

* Provided always, that if the said George 
' Kelly, alias Johnson, shall, at any time, give 
4 security, such as shall be approved of by the 
4 two Chief Justices, That he will, within one 
' month, depart his Majesty's dominions, and 
' not return again without the licence of his 

* Majesty, his heirs and successors, then the 
' said George Kelly, alias Johnson, shall be at 

* liberty to depart, any thing in this act to the 

* contrary notwithstanding/ - 

And a motion being made and the question, 
put, whether the said Rider should be read a. 
second time, it was carried fn the negative by 
83 voices againvt 38 ; upon which the follow- 
ing Peers entered their Dissent, viz. Osborn, 
Anglesea, Craven, Guilford, St a well, North- 
ampton, Mtddleton, Gower, Fran. Cestriens', 
Scarsdale, Trevor, Bathorst, Strafford, Ayles- 
fbrd, Salisbury, Poolet, Bruce, Ashburnbam, 
Dartmouth, Masbam, Weston, Hay Brook, 
Litchfield, Foley, Exeter, Berkeley de 8traiton f 
Compton, Uxbridge, Arundel, Cardigan, Mont- 
joy, Wiilougbby de Broke, Bingley. 

The Bill against Kelly passed.} Then the 
question being put, That the Bin do pass, it 
was resolved in the affirmative by 79 against 4t. 

Protest against if.] 

" Dissentient' 

1. 44 Because, we think, there is no reason 
for the legislature to pass a law, ex post fadto* 
to punish this person for the treasonable cor- 
respondence he is guilty of ; he being in cus- 
tody, and may be brought to a legal trial in one* 
of the courts of justice. 

2. 44 We conceive the want or defect of such 
clear and plain evidence as, by the laws of this 
kingdom, is required to convict any person of 
high treason, no sufficient reason to warrant „ 
the exercise of the legislative power ip makings I 
a new law for his punishment ; because sucfi£ 
laws being made for the protection of innocent 
persons, from suffering by false, uncertain or 
donbtfol evidence, erery subject is intitled to 
the benefit of those laws, when he shall fall 
under an accusation of high treason. 

9. 44 Because, as we conceive, by the rules 
of natural justice ; laws ought to be first made, 
S 
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as directions for men's actions and obedience, 
and punishment inflicted for putting those laws 
in execution against offenders ; and that there- 
fore punishing by a law, made after the offence 
committed, is not agreeable to reason or jus- 
tice, except only in the case of real and ap'- 
parent necessity to prevent the immediate ruin 
of a government, which we do not think to be 
the present case, or can bear any resemblance 
to it 

4. " Because the proceedings of the legisla- 
tive power, in making laws, can be governed 

£• by no rule but that of their own discretion and 
teasure ; and therefore the making laws to in- 
ct pains and penalties on particular persons 
must, as we conceive, tend to expose the lives, 
liberties and properties of the subjects to an 
arbitrary discretion ; and consequently render 
them precariaus in the enjoyment of those 
blessings, which by our excellent constitution 
and government they have always had an un- 
controulable right to hold and enjoy, till for- 
feited for some crime, and the person offending 
legally convicted thereof, upon such full and 
positive proof as the laws of this kingdom do 
require. 

6. " Because as we conceive it would be of 
dangerous consequence to the safety of in- 
nocent persons to allow copies of letters taken 
by the clerks of the Post Office, though sworn 
by them to be true copies, to be given in evi- 
dence against any .person accused of high- 
treason, especially when such copies are not 
compared with the originals after they were 
taken, and the original letters forwarded* on by 
them are not produced, because the originals 
not being produced, such person is deprived 
of an opportunity of falsifying those copies; 
and though there should be any mistake com- 
mitted by the clerk in copying, whether wil- 
fully o^ by negligence, such mistake cannot be 
detected for want of the original writings to 
compare the copies with. 

6. " Because the proof of letters or other 
writings in criminal prosecutions, by similitude 
and comparison of hands, being, as we con- 
ceive, a very slight and weak evidence, because 
bands may be too easily counterfeited, and the 
persons examined cannot speak positively, but 
to their belief, and therefore not liable to be 
prosecuted, for perjury, hath, as we conceive, 
very justly been discouraged in such times, when 
the administration of justice hath been most 
impartial J and convictions of high-treason, 
grounded on such evidence, have been reversed, 
by act of parliament, for that and other rea- 
sons. (Signed),Pom(ret, Fr.Cestriens', Straf- 
ford, Middleton, Aylesford, Bathurst, 
Litchfield, Weston, Salisbury, Brooke, 
Hay, Willoughby de Broke, Ashburn- 
ham, Qsborn, Compton, Bruce, Trevor, 
Cardigan, Exeter, Stawell, Anglesea, 
Gower, Masham, Bingley, Uxbridge, 
Berkeley de Stratton, Scarsdale, Den- 
bigh, Wharton; Northampton, Craven, 
Guilford, Poulett, Dartmouth, Foley, 
Montjoy, Tadcaster, Arundel/' 



Proceedings against the Bishop of Ro- 
chester.] May 6. The bishop of Rochester 
was brought to the bar of the House of Lords, 
to make his defence against the bill, ' To inflict 
certain pains and penalties upon him*' with 
the v assistance of bis counsel, sir Const an- 
tine Phipps and Mr. Wynne. After the read- 
ing of the Bill, the king's counsel opened the 
nature of it, displayed the heinousness of the 
late horrid and execrable conspiracy, and, in 
particular, aggravated the crime of the prisoner 
at the bar, who, as the preamble suggested, 
' was principally concerned in forming, direct- 
' ing, and carrying on the said wicked and 
« detestable Plot. 1 

This done, in order to prove the Conspiracy 
in general, they offered to read several Extracts 
of Letters, which the government had received 
from abroad: but this was opposed by the 
Bishop and his counsel, who alledged, ' That 
Extracts of Letters; some of thtn\ from ano- 
nymous, at Jeast, from unknown persons, ought 
not to be admitted as evidence, and that, ac- 
cording to the method of legal proceedings, 
the originals themselves ought to be pro* 
duced. 

After the counsel on both sides bad can- 
vassed the matter, they and the prisoner were 
ordered to withdraw; and then a motion was 
made, and the question put, That the Extract 
of the Letter from sir Luke Schaub to the lord 
Carteret, offered by the counsel for the bill, be 
read as evidence, which being carried io the 
ammattve by 95 voices against 377 another 
motion was made and the question put, Whe-» 
ther the advice inclosed in the letter from sk 
Luke Schaub be read, though this House be not 
acquainted with the person who gave that ad- 
vice. 

This question being also resolved in the affir- 
mative, the following lords entered their dis- 
sent, vis. Strafford, Osborne, Craven, Salisbury, 
Northampton, Scarsdale, Aylesford, Gower, 
PowleV Fr. Cestrien', Masham, Anglesea, 
Cowper, Brook, Litchfield, Bruce, Denbigh, 
Guilford, Dartmouth, Trevor, Foley, Exeter, 
Montjoy, Weston, Willoughby de Broke, 
Compton, Cardigan, Bingley, Ashburnham. 

Then the Counsel for the Bill offered to pro- 
duce copies of letters intercepted at the Post 
✓Office, part of them written in cypber, and 
afterwards decyphered; but the same was 
strenuously opposed by the Bishop and bis 
counsel, who put several puzzling questions to 
Mr. Willis, one of the decipherers, about tbe 
nature and certainty of their art. This lasted 
till about nine in the evening, when the pri- 
soner and the counsel on both sides being with* 
drawn, a motion was made, and tbe Question 
nut, That Mr. Willis be obliged to produce bis 
key of the cypher: this question being resolved 
in the negative, by 80 voices against 43, an- 
other motion was made, and the question put, 
That the said Letters intercepted at the Post 
Office and decyphered, be read as evidence, 
which was carried in the affirmative, and then 
the further hearing of that affair was put off to 
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the next day, and the Bishop remanded to the 
Tower. 

May 7. The bishop was brought again to the 
bar, where the counsel for the Bill, going on 
with their Evidence, offered to read the Exa- 
minations and Confessions of Philip Neynoe, 
. deceased. This was strongly opposed by the 
bishop and his counsel, but most of their ob- 
jections having been already over-ruled in the 
cases of Plunket and Kelly, and the lord 
Townshend having affirmed, and Mr. Robert 
Walpole* attested the said examinations, it was 
resolved, by a majority of 85 voices against 41, 
that they should be admitted as evidence ; upon 
which the said examinations were rend. Then 
the counsel for the Bill offered to read several let- 
ters intercepted at the post-office: Upon which 
the bishop desired and insisted, That the clerks 
of the post-office be examined to these two ques- 
tions. 1. Whether they bad a sufficient warrant 
and authority to stop and open the said letters, 
and from whom they had such authority ? 2. 
Whether the clerks of the post-office who co- 
pied the letters, whose originals had been for- 
warded, had intercepted the said letters them- 
selves, or received them from some body else I 

Resolution to suffer no farther Inquiry into 

* " A remarkable event happened at this time, 
1723, which contributed very much to the fix- 
ing Mr. Walpole's interest and power then with 
the king, and manifesting fresh proofs of his 
abilities and usefulness as a minister. It was 
the management of a discovery made by the 
regent of France to the government here of a 
Plot in favour of the Pretender, formed and 
carried on principally by Atterbury, bishop of 
Rochester, a man of great parts, and of a most 
restless and turbulent spirit, daring and enter- 
prizing, though then very infirm, and capable 
of any artifice ; but proud and passionate, and 
not of judgment enough for the undertakings he 
engaged in. His views were not only to be the 
first churchman, but the first man also in the 
state, not less than Wolsey, whom be admired 
and thought to imitate; and found he could 
enly succeed in this, by the merit of his over- 
turning the present government, and advancing 
that of the Pretender in its stead. He had l>een 
long projecting this revolution ; bat went now 
upon the foundation of the discontents in the 
kingdom, arising from the Sooth Sea transac- 
tions in the year 20, which were still fresh in 
minds and hearts of the people, especially the 
sufferers, many of whom imputed their losses to 
the government, as designing by a fraud to de- 
prive them of their property, and propagated 
this notion, with too much success, among the 
people in general. 

" When ibid intimation was given from the 
Regent (who, it was said, did it on condition 
that no one should die for it) the difficulty of 
getting to the bottom and fixing the evidence 
of it still remained ; but when that was effected, 
in a great measure by Mr. Walpole's dexterity, 
who had the chief part in wur'atelliDg this dark 



I the Secretary of State* t Warrants for intercept* 
ing Letters!] The bishop and the counsel on 
both sides being withdrawn, the following ques- 
tion was put, " That it is inconsistent with the 
public safety, as well as unnecessary for the 
prisoner's Defence, to suffer any farther inquiry 
to be made upon this occasion into the War* 
rants, which have been granted by the Secre- 
taries of State, for stopping and opening of Let- 
ters which should come or go by the post, or 
into the methods, that have been taken by the 
proper officers at the post-office, in obediencs 
to such Warrants." 

Protest against the said Resolution.] After 
a debate, that lasted till near eleven at night, 
it was carried hi the affirmative, by 82 voices 
against 40. 

" Dissentient' 
1. " We humbly apprehend, that in all cri- 
minal prosecutions, the cross-examining of wit- 
nesses is necessary for the defence of the pri- 
soner, and for the satisfaction of those who are 
to judge of the facts alledged against him, in 
order to the discovering of truth, and detecting 
any fraudulent evidence which should be of- 
fered ; and the resolution above recited does, 

mystery, the prosecution was as difficult to ma* 
nage as the other, from the want, in most of the 
cases, of legal proofs to convict the criminals at^ 
law, and from the necessity not to let them go* 
without some degree of punishment that might 
. be a security to the government against the like 
attempts for the future, and worthy of the no- 
tice the government had taken of this. This he 
also undertook and carried through ita Parlia- 
ment with great skill and clearness, and made 
it serve another purpose too, he always aimed 
at, the setting the Wnigs against the Tories as 
Jacobites, which all of tbem gave too much 
handle for on this and many other occasions, 
and making therefore combinations between 
tbem and any body of Whigs to be impractica- 
ble : and it bad that effect for some time. In 
the proceedings in the House of Lords against 
the bishop, he appeared as a witness for the go* 
vernment to some things which had been so- 
lemnly denied by the other ; the bishop used all 
the art his guilt would admit of, to perplex and 
make Mr. Walpole contradict himself, but he 
was too * bard for the bishop upon every turn, 
although a greater trial of skill this way, scarce 
ever happened between two such combatants*. 
The one fighting for his reputation, the other 
for his acquittal. The expectation of people in 
it, as they were differently inclined to the par- 
ties, and the cause and the solemnity of it from 
the place and the audience it was in, made it 
look like a listed field for a. combat of another 
sort, and the joy of victory as great as there. 
To say the truth, the bishop sunk under the 
weight of his guilt, and^indeed the whole of his 
Defence, as made by himself, was not adequate 
to his real abilities." Speaker Onslow's Re- 
marks on various parts of sir Robert Walpole's 
Conduc^-Coxrt Walpole. vol S. p. 553, 
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v in our opinions, debar tlie bishop of Rochester, 
and every other person concerned, from taking 
any questions of the clerks of the. post-office, 
who are brought as witnesses to the bar, relat- 
ing to the stopping and opening the post-let- 
ters* though letters pretended to be stopped and 
opened at the post-office are read as evidence 
, against the prisoner; and we conceive, that the 
preventing any farther inquiry on these heads 
must lay this House under great difficulties, 
when they come to form a judgment on those 
letters, the validity of which will, in a great 
measure, depend on the proof given of their 
Laving been truly stopped and opened as as- 
serted. - 

2. " We apprehend it to be impossible for 
this House to determine, that the inquiry which 
is desired is unnecessary to the defence of the 
prisoner, till he shall come to make the appli- 
cation ; and, we conceive, he should have the 
liberty of asking what questions he or his coun- 
sel think proper of the clerks of the Post-office, 
relating to Hie stopping and opening of letters, 
without acquainting the House what use he in- 
tends to make of their answers ; and this ap- 
pears to us to be highly reasonable, essential to 
justice, and warranted by the methods which 
this House has hitherto allowed the counsel for 
the support of the Bill to proceed in, who have, 
during the whole course of this examination, 
reserved the application of the evidence they 
have offered till they- should judge convenient 
to make it. — (Signed,) Northampton, Foley, 
Ashburuham, Li ten field, Exeter, Brooke, 
Aylesford, Fran. Cestriens', Uxbridge, 
Denbigh, Strafford, Poulett, Compton, 
Bruce, Craven, Bingley, Pomfret, 
Trevor, Hay, Weston, Wharton, Wil- 
v lough by de Broke, Scarsdale, Anglesea, 
Bathurst, Masham, Osborne, Gower, 
Slountjoy, Cardigan." 

Farther Proceedings against the Bishop of 
Rochester.] May 8. The bishop of Rochester 
being brought again to the bar, the counsel for 
the Bill went on with the rest of their evi- 
dence. In this day's proceeding William 
Wood, late coachman to the bishop, being pro- 
duced as a witness, the Bishop asked him, what 
reward- he had received, or been promised,' to 
depose against his master? Which being repre- 
sented as a brow- beating of the King's evi- 
dence, the Lord Chancellor reprimanded the 
prisoner for it. The counsel for the Bill, hav- 
ing summed up their evidence about four in 
the afternoon, the lords adjourned to the next 
day. 

May 9. The House being sat, and the Bi- 
shop brought to the bar, his Counsel made 
some remarks on the Evidence produced on 
the other side, and opened the evidence they 
had to offer in defence of their client. Their 
chief business being to invalidate Neynoe's 
examinations, on which great stress was laid by 
the counsel for the Bill, they observed, " That 
what he pretended to know of the bishop of 
Rochester was only by hearsay from Mr. George 
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Kelly : But that as Hearsay was never admitted 
as legal proof, much less ought it to have any 
weight in this case, where a dead man's (Neynoe) 
hearsay was denied, and contradicted by Kelly 
now alive ; That Neynoe's examinations were 
neither sworn to, nor signed by him-; bat, 
were be still living, and offered to confirm then 
by oath, they could hardly be of any force, 
since they were ready • to prove, that be was) 
drawn in to say and unsay, and to affirm or de- 
ny any thing." To this purpose they offered 
te examine three witnesses, viz, Mr. Bingley, 
Mr. Skeene, and Mr. Stewart, who were in the 
custody of a state messenger at the same time 
with Neynoe, and had an opportunity to con- 
verse or to communicate together; but before 
they entered upon that, examination, the bishop 
taking notice that Mr. Walpole was at the bar, 
said, It was not proper be should hear deposi- 
tions that affected him : Hereupon Mr. Wal- 
pole withdrew. M 

Mr. Bingley being sworn, related what be 
knew concerning Philip Neynoe, with whom 
he had a great intimacy, and was stopt with 
him at Deal, as they endeavoured * to go over 
into France; particularly, " That Neynoe hav- 
ing been taken up some time before, upon ac- 
count of several scurrilous libels he bad writ 
against the government, and published in the 
Freeholders Journal, and being under an appte* 
hension of being treated with the utmost seve- 
rity of the law on the one hand, and tempted 
with large promises of reward on the other, he 
consented to be employed by the ministers, and 
to accuse the earl of Orrery, the bishop of 
Rochester, and several other innocent persons, 
of having formed a conspiracy against the go- 
vernment ; that the lord Townshend declared 
a prejudice, upon some private account, to the 
Bishop, and <fas resolved to pull down the 
pride of that haughty prelate: That Mr. Wal- 
pole instructed him (Neynoe) in private what 
he should say in his examinations before the 
lords of the council, and, at divers times gave 
him great sums of money i That Neynoe, who 
all this while had nothing in view, but to im- 

f)ose on those who obliged him to act so vil- 
ainous a part, and to get out of their reach, 
proposed to the ministers his going over to 
France, in order to gain farther intelligence of 
the conspiracy, by narrowly observing the steps 
of the earl of Mar, lord Lansdowne, and other 
persons suspected of being agents for the Pre- 
tender in France ; That Mr. Walpole seemed 
at first to approve this overture, but; whatever 
was the reason, he afterwards changed his opi- 
nion, and suspecting Neynoe's true intention 
was to cheat him, and give him the slip, he 
caused him to be watched, and stopt at Deal. 

This deponent (Mr. Bingley) added, " That 
he himself had been tampered wh{i, and offered 
a reward of 3002. if be would turn evidence 
against the bishop of Rochester, which he re- 
fused to do, 

* ' ' ' 

The Lord Viscount Townshend, who, a* well 
as Mr. Walpole, was charged by thisdepesitiea* 
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in ais own vindication observed, That no regard 
ought to be had to the evidence of a notorious 
and zealous Jacobite, who bad been convicted/ 
whipt, pilloried, and imprisoned at Dublin, 
upon two Indictments, one for publishing a 
treasonable Book called ' Nero/ the other for 
speaking treasonable words, and this after hav- 
ing taken the oaths to the government : all 
which, in his opinion, made him a less credible 
witness^n the present case, than if he had, in a 
common trial, been proved a perjured witness. 

Mr. Skeene confirmed, upon oath, a great 
part of Mr. Bingley's deposition, adding, That 
Neynoe, pursuant to his instructions from the 
minister who employed him, had proposed to 
him to be evidence against the lord Orrery 
and the bishop of Rochester ; but that having 
rejected his proposals, he confessed to him 
and Mr. Stewart, that all he bad done was 
only to amuse the ministers till he could set 
out of their power, but thai he had rather be 
torn in pieces by wild horses, than be an evi- 
dence, and confirm by oath, before a court of 
judicature, what he had been obliged to say 
before the lords of the council ; that being one 
day in private with the minister abovemention- 
ed, he was struck with such remorse and in- 
dignation at the infamous part he forced him 
to act, that he was upon the point of seizing on 
a sword that lay on the table, and running him 
through, in order to put an end to the conspi- 
racy* And that this deponent having asked 
Neynoe, Whether he knew any thing of a plot ? 
He answered, that he knew of two, one of Mr. 
Walpole's against some great men, the other 
of bis own, which was only to get eighteen or 
twenty thousand pounds from Mr. Walpole : 
and whatever became of the first, he doubted 
not but he would have brought the other to 
bear, had he once set foot on tbe-French shore, 
and had not Bingley's, blundering marred all. 
Moreover Mr. Skeene endeavoured wholly to 
destroy captain Pancier's deposition, by saying, 
' That he never told him any thing, but wbat 
he had himself out of the public news-papers/ 

Mr. Stewart being also examined upon oath, 
confirmed wbat had been deposed by Mr. Bing- 
ley and Mr. Skeene, adding, ' That Neynoe 
had endeavoured to engage him to turn evi- 
dence against the earl of Orrery, which he re- 
fused to do, having never spoke .but once with 
his lordship, to whom he was introduced by a 
gentleman, upon occasion of some books which 
he was to get for him/ 

Most of these particulars were confirmed by 
Corbet Kynaston, esq. who deposed, * That he 
had tbeoi from Mr. Bingley, Mr. Skeene, and 
Mr. Stewart, before Mr. Neynoe was drowned/ 
This being over, the counsel for the Bishop 
laboured to clear him from the most material 
part of the charge against him, viz. « That he 
did dictate to Mr. George Kelly the three let- 
tars, dated April *0, 1792, to general Dillon, 
the late earl of Mar, and the IVetender / sag- 
, ' That it could not be possible be 
af that time, dictate those letters, being 



disabled in his chamber, and constantly attend* 
ed by some of his servants, woo were examined 
and deposed, that no stranger came near him 
about that time, and for some time before and 
after; and that they never knew of Mr. Kelly's % 
being the bishop's secretary, or being intimate- 
with him, which, had he been so, could not 
have escaped their knowledge/ The counsel 
for the bishop read also an affidavit from Mr* 
Gordon, banker at Bologne, importing, * That 
he never received nor forwarded any packets 
from Mr. George Kelly, nor ever had any deal* 
ings or correspondence with him / and they 
likewise examined witnesses, and^ . among the 
rest, Erasmus Lewis, esq. to prove how easily 
hand-writing may be counterfeited. 

These Examinations having lasted till eleven 
~at night, the Lords adjourned to next morning, 
when the bishop's counsel endeavoured to take 
off the testimony of Mr. Radick an engraver, 
who having been produced and examined by 
the council for the Bill, had sworn to the simi<- 
litude of the seal of a letter found among the 
bishop's papers, with the seals of some of the 
intercepted letters : in opposition to whjch Mi*. 
Johnson, and some other' eminent engravers 
gave their opinions upon oath, " That a seal 
raav as easily be counterfeited as writing, or 
which is the same, that a seal engraved from 
the impression of another seal may be so per* 
feet, as to render h impossible to distinguish 
the impression of the original, from that of the 
counterfeit:" an experiment of which was 
made by a lord, who produced impressions of 
two different seals, so exactly hke one another, 
that one of the engravers was deceived by them, 
and judged them to be of one and the same 
seal. This affair occasioned great debates till 
four in the afternoon, when the Lords adjourneV} 
during pleasure. 

The House being resumed, the bishop of fto* 
Chester examined Witnesses to falsify the Depo- 
sition of John Law son, baker at Bromley, who, 
very critically, swore to all the days and times 
the Bishop went to and from London and 
Bromley from the 1st of April to the 20th of 
August And further deposed, That he 

was told by James Day and Thomas Farnden, 
two servants of the Bishop, that he had a fit of 
the gout, which lasted all or most part of the 
time between bis going to Bromley, next before 
bis lady's death, and his coming to town after 
she was "buried ; and that the said Thomas 
Farnden also told him, that among those who 
frequented the said Bishop at Bromley last 
summer, were the lord North and Grey, who 
eamevery often, the lord Bathurst, sir Con* 
stantine Pbipps, Mr. Aldridge a clergyman, 
and Mr. Wynne, a counsellor. Among the 
rest, the helper to William Wood, the Bishop's 
late coachman, deposed, Thai he had been 
kept in close custody for above two monjhs, 
he knew not for what.— -Being asked if ever 
he saw Mr. Kelly alias Johnson, at the Bishop's 
house in town, or at Bromley, he answered in 
the negative: adding, That if fee had been 
there, he could not have misled seeing,' or 
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bearing of him, because he always was about 
the house and stables, and as he conversed 
with all the other servants, so be knew of all 
the comers and goers, And that when he was 
at Bromley, one Lawson a baker, came to him, 
and offered him a reward of 200/. (one half in 
hand) if^he would turn evidence against the 
Bishop, and swear that Mr. Kelly, lord North 
and Grey, and 9ome other lords and gentlemen 
whom he should name to him, often came to 
the Bishop's house at Bromley : Which propo- 
sal he rejected with scorn. This was partly 
coo6nned by two or three more of the Bishqp's 
servants, and other witnesses, whose examina- 
tions having lasted till nine in the evening, the 
Lords adjourned to the next day*. , 

* " In 1723, Pope appeared before the 
Lords at the memorable trial of bishop Attter- 
bury, with whom he had lived in great fami- 
liarity, and frequent correspondence. Atter- 
bury had honestly recommended to him the 
study of the Popish controversy, in hope of bis 
conversion; to which Pope answered in a 
manner that cannot much recommend his prin- 
ciples, flr his judgment. Iu questions and pro- 
jects of learning they agreed better. He was 
called at the trial to give an account of Atter- 
bury's domestic life, and private employment 
that it might appear how little time he had left 
for plots. Pope had but few words to utter, 
and in those few he made several blunders. 
His letters to Atterbury express the utmost 
esteem, tenderness, and gratitude : * Perhaps,' 
says he, ' it is not only in this world that I may 
4 have cause to remember the bishop of Roches- 
' ter.' At their last interview in the Tower, 
Atterbury presented him with a Bible/' Dr. 
Johnson, . 

While Atterbury was in the Tower the fol- 
lowing Correspondence took place between the 
Bishop and Mr. Pope : 

The Bishop of Rochester to Mr. Pope. 

" Dear Sir, The Tower, A pril 10, 1723. 
' " I thank you for all the instances of your 
friendship, both before and since my misfor- 
tunes. A little time will compleat them, and 
separate you and me for ever. But in what 
part of the world soever I am, I will live mind- 
ful of your sincere kindness to me ; and will 
please myself with the thought, that I still live in 
your esteem and affection, as much as ever I 
did ; and that no accidents of life, no distance 
of time or place, will alter you in that respect. 
It never can me ; who have loved and valued 
you ever since I knew you, and shall not fail to 
do it when I am not allowed to tell vou so ; as 
the case will soon be. Give my faithful ser- 
vices to Dr. Arbutbnot, and thanks for what he 
Bent me, which was much to the purpose, if 
any thing can be said to be to the purpose in 
a case that is already determined. Let him 
know my defence will be such, that neither my 
friends need blush for me, nor will-my enemies 
have great occasion of triumph, though sure of 



The Bishop of Rochester's Depe~ 
the Bar of the House of Lords.] 
The Bishop being again brought to the 1 
Constantino Phipps made a recapitula ' 
the Evidence for his client, which was e~ 
upon by Mr. Wynne, -who, at the same ' 
made some nice observations on the evidence 
given for the Bill : which being over, 

The Bishop spoke in bis own Defence, at 

follows: 

My Lords, 

I have been under a very long and close con- 
finement, and have been treated with such se- 
verity, and so great indignity, as I believe ne 
prisoner in the Tower of my age, and function, 



the victory. I shall want his advice before I 
go abroad, in many things. But I question 
whether I shall be permitted to see him, or any 
body, but such as are absolutely necessary to* 
wards the dispatch of my private affairs. If so, 
God bless you both ! and may no part of the 
ill fortune that attends me, ever pursue either 
of you ! I know not but I may call upon yon 
at mf hearing, to say somewhat about my way 
of spending my time at the deanry, which did 
not seem calculated towards managing plots 
and conspiracies. But of that I shall consi- 
der. You and I have spent many boors to- 
gether upon much pleasanter subjects; and, 
that I may preserve the old custom, I 'shall not 
part with you now till I have closed this letter 
with three lines of Milton, which you will I 
know readily and not without some degree of 
concern apply to your ever affectionate* &c. 

Fr. Roffe*." 

' Some natural tears be dropt, but wip'd them 
' soon: 

' The world was all before him, where to chose 
' His place of rest, and Providence his guide.' 

Mr. Pope to the Bishop of Rochester. 

April 20, 1723. 
" It is not possible to express what I think, 
and what I feel ; only this, that I have thought 
and felt for nothing, but you, for some time 
past, and shall chink of nothing so long for the 
time to come. The greatest comfort I had was an 
intention (which I would have made practi- 
cable) to have attended you in your journey, 
to which I had brought that person to consent, 
who only could have hindered me; by a tie 
which, though it may be more tender, I do not 
think mere strong, than that of friendship. 
But I fear there will be no way left me to tell 
you this great truth, that I remember you, that 
I lore you, that I am grateful to you, that I 
entirely esteem and value you : no way but 
that one, which needs no open warrant to au- 
thorize it or secret conveyance to secure it ; 
which no bills can preclude, and no kings pre- 
vent ; a way that can reach to any part of the 
world where you mat be, where the very whis- 
per or even the wish of a friend must not be 
heard, or even suspected; by this way, I due 
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find rank, ever was. By which means, what 
strength and use of my limbs I had when I 
was first committed in August last, is now so 
far declined, that I am very unfit to make my 
defence against a Bill of such an extraordinary 
nature. 

The great weakness of body and mind tinder 
which I labour, such usage, such hardships, 
such insults as I have undergone, might have 
broken a more resolute spirit, and much 
stronger constitution than falls to my share. 
Your lordships were pleased to permit me to 
appear before the Hbuse of Commons, if I 
thought fit, lest, that should be turned to my 
disadvantage, as, in fact, the counsel for the bill 
have done their utmost towards it. 
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' I should not have thought to decline any 
occasion of justifying myself ; but I beg leave 
to tell your lordships, some of the reasons why 
I did not appear there, and make use of the 
leave your lordships gave me. f 

After seven months of close imprisonment, I 
was not a little surprised when I beard it waa 
thus resolved, by the House of Qommons, 
March 11. 'That it appears to ths) House, 

* that Francis, Lord Bishop of Rochester, was 

* principally concerned in forming, directing, 
' and carrying on a detestable conspiracy, 

* &c/ 

Upon duly weighing which resolution, and 
the copy of the bill, I found not any thing 
charged in the bill, but what was fully con* 

suffer to be forgotten (nay to be but faintly re- 
membered) the honour, the pleasure, the pride 
I must ever have, in reflecting how frequently 
you have delighted me, how- kindly you have 
distinguished me, how cordially you have ad- 
vised me ! In conversation, in study, I shall al- 
ways want you and wish for yOu : in my most 
lively, and in my most thow^htful hours^ I shall 
equally bear about me the impressions of youj 
and perhaps it will not be in this life only, that' 
I shall have cause to remember and acknow- 
ledge the friendship of the Bishop of Rochester. 
I am, &c. A. Pope." 

Mr. Pope to the Bishop of Rochester. * 

• [May,] 1723. 

" Once more I write to you as I promised, 
and this once I fear will be the last ! The cur- ' 
tain will soon be drawn between my friend and 
me, and nothing left but to wish you a long good 
night. May ytfu enjoy a state of repose in this 
life, not unlike that sleep of the soul which 
some have believed is to succeed it, where we 
lie utterly forgetful of that world from which 
we are gone, and ripening for that to which 
we are to go. If you retain any memory of the 
past, let it only image to you what has pleased 
you best; sometimes present a dream of an ab- 
sent friend, or bring you back an agreeable 
conversation. But, upon the whole, I hope 
you will think less of the time past than of the 
future ; as the former has'been less kind to you 
than the latter infallibly will be. Do not envy 
the world your studies ; they will tend to the 
benefit of men against whom you can have no 
complaint, I mean of all posterity : and per- 
haps, at your time of life, nothing else is worth 
your care. What is every year of a wise roan's 
life but a /censure or critique on the past? 
Those whose date is the shortest, live Ions 
enough to laugh at one half of it : the boy de- 
spises the infant, the man the boy, the philoso- 
pher both, and the Christian all. You may 
now begin to think your manhood was too) 
much a puerility; and you will never suffer 
your age to be but a second infancy. Hie toyt 
and baubles of your childhood are hardly- no#, 
more below you, than those toys of our riper 
and of our declining years* the drum and rat* 



tell my esteem and affection of you to your 
enemies in the gates ; and you, and they, and 
their sons, may bear of it. 

" You prove yourself, my lord, to know me 
for the friend I am ; in judging that the man- 
ner of your defence, and your reputation by 
it, is a point of the highest concern to me; and 
assuring roe it shall be such, that none of your 
friends shall blush for you. Let me further 

Iirompt you to do / yourself the best and most 
asting justice: the instruments of your fame 
to posterity will be in your own hands. May 
it not be, that Providence has appointed you to 
some great and useful work, and calls you to it 
this severe way ? you may more eminently and 
more effectually serve the public even now, 
than in the stations you have so honourably 
filled. Think of Tully, Bacon, and Clarendon : 
is it not the latter, the disgraced part of their 
lives, which you most envy, and which you 
would choose to have lived f 

" 1 am tenderly sensible of the wish you ex- 
press, that do part of your misfortune may pur- 
ine me. But God knows I am every day less 
and less fond of my native country (so torn as 
it is by party rage), and begin to* consider a 
friend in exile as a friend in death; one gone 
before, where I am not unwilling qor unpre- 
pared to follow after; and where (however va- 
rious or uncertain the roads and voyages of 
another world may be) I cannot but entertain 
a pleasing hope that we may meet again. 

" I faithfully assure you, that in the mean 
time there is no one, living or dead, of whom 
I shall think oftener or better than of yon. I 
shall look upon you as in a state between both, 
in which you will have from me all the passions 
and warm wishes that can attend the living, 
and all the respect and tender sense of lpss 
that we feel for the dead. And I shall ever 
depend upon your constant friendship, kind 
memory, and good offices, though I were never 
to see or hear the effects of them : like the 
trust we have in benevolent spirits, who, though 
we never see or hear them, we think are con- 
stantly serving us, praying for us. 

" Whenever I am wishing to write to yon, I 
shall conclude you are intentionally doing so to 
me. And every time that I think of yon, I will 
believe you are thinking of me. I never shall 
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tained and previously resolved in this vote, and 
* therefore whatsoever should have been offered 
on my behalf to that House, would have been 
an express contradiction to it. And what hopes 
I could have of success in such an attempt, I 
need not say! what they sent me, was the 
preamble of the bill only, which they could not 
alter, consistent with what they hud . resolved. 
* The bill itself was to inflict pains and penal- 
lies, which followed, but there was no room to 
object against any of those which they had not 
then declared; they have since been added, 
and sent up to your lordships in like manner, 
without any oath made, or any criminal act 
proved against me by any living witness. And 
is a person, thus sentenced below, to be de- 
prived of all his preferment, and his very func- 
, (ion, and to be a perpetual exile, and to be 
rendered incapable of any office and employ- 
ment ? to be one whom no man must corres- 
pond with by letters, messages, or otherwise ? 
And, my Lords, one who is a bishop of the 
church of England, and a lord of Parliament ? 

It is the first instance wherein a member of 
this House bath beo& so treated and prejudged, 
and (as I have once before said to your lord- 
ships, I pray God it may be the last, and that 
tuch precedents in this kingdom may not be 
multiplied in after-times. 

, ties of ambition, and the dirt and bubbles of 
avarice. At this time, when you are cut off 
from a little society, and made a citizen of the 
world at large, you should beud your talents 
Dot to serve a party, or a few, but all mankind. 
Your genius should mount above that mist in 
which its participation and neighbourhood with 
earth long involved it; to shine abroad and to 
heaven, ought to be the business and the glory 
of your present situation. Ketnember it was at 
tuch a time, that the greatest lights of antiquity 
dazzled and blazed the most, in their retreat, in 
their exile, or in their death : but why do I talk 
of dazzling or blazing? it was then that they did 
good, that they gave light, and that they be* 
came guides to mankind. 

*' Those aims alone are worthy of spirits truly 
great, and such I therefore hope will be yours. 
Resentment indeed may remain, perhaps can- 
not be .quite extinguished, in the noblest minds; 
but sevenge never will harbour there: , higher 
principles than those of the first, and better 
principles than those of the latter, will infallibly 
influence men, whose thoaghts and whose hearts 
are enlarged, and cause them to prefer the 
whole to any part of mankind, especially to so 
small a part as one's single self. 

" Believe roe, my lord, I look upon you as a 
sprit entered into another life, as one just upon 
the edge of immortality; where the passions 
•nd affections must be snacb more exalted, and 
where you ought to despise all little views, and 
•U mean retrospects. Nothing is worth your 
looking back ; aad therefore look forward, and 
snake (as you can) the wot Id look after you. 
But take care that k be not with pi^y^ but with 
i fusdssssjMfffjtiQfti 



My counsel have amply done $eir part, <hj 
arguing the points of law, by explaining ajtf 
enforcing the evidence, and shewing- the little 
colour, appearance,, and shadow of proof? 
against me ; (permit me to call them set) by 
answering what hath been offered against m$, 
and by setting out the consequence which such 
a bill, founded, and carried on in such a man- 
ner, and which enacts such severe penalties, 
must and wilt be attended with. < 

Ydt it becomes me to say something fo* 
myself, lest my silence be construed consci- 
ousness of guilt, or at leit>t an unwillingness te 
enter into matters of so dark and perpleied, so 
nice and tender a nature, as if I was not able, 
or did not >care to clear atid explain myself, and 
rather chose to leave it to the management of 
others :• I thank God I am under nq such re- 
straint, and can speak to your lordships on this 
subject with great freedom and plainness* 
' But before I proceed, I beg leave that I may 
represent to your lordships some particular 
hardships under which I have labourejb 

My Lords, _ . y , 

The first is reading extracts of anonymous 
letters, without suffering any other parts of the 
same letters,, though relating to the same sulv 
ject, to be read.— r- Another is, excusing the 
decy pherers from answering questions asked bj 

■ — 1 — ; 

" I am, with the greatest sincerity, and pas- 
sion for your fame as well as happiness, your, 
&c. . A. PopjaJ* 

u Notwithstanding this, Mr. Pope was con- 
vinced before the bishop's death, that doting 
his banishment he Was in the intrigues of the 
Pretender : though, when he took his leave of 
Mr. Pope, he told him, 1 he would allow 1 him 

* to say his sentence was just, if he ever found 
' he had any concerns with that family ia 

* exile."* Warburton. x 

At their, last interview in the Tower, Atter r 
bury presented Pope with a Bible. Faj\a sin- 
gular anecdote respecting this Bible, see Pope's 
Works, vol. 8, p. 153, Bowles's Edition* 
" Pope presented this Bible to ]m frieo4 UaJph 
Allen, of Prior Park. It is now in the posses* 
sion of the Dowager Lady Ha warden, to wjyoso 
late husband it descended on his marriage *it£ 
a coheiress of Mr. Allen. In the blank leaf at 
the beginning is the following. Inscription, in 
the hand-writing of Pope : 

Franciscus Episcopns Roffemk, 
Vir admodom veneramios et amicissrmns, : ' 
Alexandra Pope dono dedit; 
Jun. IT, ir*3, Anno fixilii 1°. 
Cape dona extrema taorum 
Obirt vir venerandns Lutetifr 
Mense Febrnario, Anno Domini IfSt^fc. K 
Exiiioar, Jkatism 

Mar. 30,1739. ? 
A. Pope, Radulpho Allen, viro do a* 
Atque omnibus faomiuibua borne merito 
Xr wffum taoelli ssu W idcogbirjoflisj 
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roe, and which I thought necessary for my de- 
fence, lest they should reveal their art. The 

next is, not suffering me to be answered by the 
clerks of the post office, lest the secrets of that 
office should be discovered. Another, was not 
suffering a person, who had been at least ten 
▼ears out of the secretary's office, to answer 
any questions which came to his kuowjedge by 
being some years in that office. 

Another, is reading examinations neither 
dated, signed, or sworn to. 

Another, is reading letters supposed to be 
criminal, writ in another man's hand, and sup- 
posed to be dictated by me, without offering 
any proof, that-I either dictated them, Or was 
privy to'tlem. 

Another, is not allowing me copies of the 
decyphered letters, though petitioned for, till the 
trial was so far advanced, and I so employed 
and weakened by it, that I had not sufficient 
time to consider them. Another, is not allow- 
ing me to read out of the collection of papers 
before the House any part of them, in order 
to discharge myself, but what hath been read 

by Clerks. And all this in a proceeding 

where the counsel for the bill profess they have 
no legal evidence, and that they are not to be 
confined to the rules of any court of law or 
equity, though as often as it is for their service, 
they constantly shelter themselves under it. 

My Lords, these are the hardships which I 
previously mention, and humbly lay before your 
lordships. 

By your lordships' leave, I proceed now to 
make that defence, as well as I am able to 
make itjnjhe condition of health I am now in, 
humbly praying your lordships, if I find myself 
in any degree sinking under it, that you will- 
indulge me, and allow me a little time to .go on. 
The general charge of the bill, is, That I have 
been deeply concerned in forming, directing, 
And carrying on a wicked and detestable con- 
spiracy, and was a principal actor therein. 

The Charge is divided into two heads,: 

First, That I traitorously consulted and cor» 
responded with divers persons, to raise an 
insurrection, &c. in this kingdom, to procure 
foreign forces to invade it, &c. 

Secondly, That I traitorously corresponded 
with the same intent with persons employed, 
&c. But neither part of this charge hath been 
made good by the counsel fur the bill, nor have 
they proved nor attempted to prove me at one 
consultation, nor is there any thing tends to- 
wards such a proof, except the exploded story 
of the Burford club, and^ two or three hearsay 
informations which were mentioned of my lord 
Strafford and others (see p. 225.) as concerned 
in the management of this affair. I have met 
mil these lords, I own it, but at different times, 
- and upon the best recollection I can make, I 
never was in all my life with any three of them 
at once, unless perhaps about some general 
matters or affairs depending in Parliament. 
The earl of Strafford bath visited roe, and I 
have, when in health, dined .with him once at 
bis house. At my lord North's table I have not 

Vol. YIH. 



eat ; though I have great honour for him, yet 
t -never had any intimacy with him, especially 
since the affair of the Dormitory, wherein he 
appeared so against me, that I certaiuly {tad 
k>st t lie. cause had not his affairs called bhn to> 
Holland. 

Lawson hath sworn, that this lord did often, 
visit me at Bromlej, but in truth be never was 
there above twice or thrice iu all iijs life-time. 

I have not been once these two years with 
lord Orrery on any business .whatsoever; wo 
twice dined together at the house of a person, 
whose name if I should mention, your lordships 
would not think there was any harm at all in 
dining there. Sir Harry Goring I never saw ip. 
all my life, till be saw me at St. James's, and he 
was but once at Bromley ; and the occasion of 
his coming to me, was his placing four sons at 
Westminster school, and intending to breed up 
some of them to the gospel: The last time I 
saw sir Harry Goring, was about twelve months 
ago, when I promised to bring down one of 
his sons to be upon the foundation ; and I shall 
be sorry if I cannot be as good as my word. 

Your lordships will excuse me for being so 
particular, when you consider how dangerous 
the charge is, and how fit it is to clear the per- 
sons charged, from such mischievous corres- 
pondence ; especially since it'is with these, and 
with these only that I have been speaking of, 
it is insinuated that I have consultations, to 
forward the conspiracy. 

The first is an intent, and indeed a conspi- 
racy, without a consultation. 

But how hath, that too been made good f 
Your lordships will observe that there is not 
one overt-act, or circumstance of time or 
place, mentioned, proved, or alledged. I have 
not therefore consulted or conspired at home. 

The next, and the only material part of the 
charge, is corresponding abroad with the. Pre- 
tender, &c. - 

A high and heinous" accusation, strongly 
asserted, much insisted upon, but how r main- 
tained, is the question ? 

The true state of this part of my charge, as 
well and as fully as I can recollect, is this, (I 
will not in any degree dissemble before you ;) 
First, That I did on the 20th of April, 17,2$, 
dictate three letters to Mr. Dillon, the late 
lord Mar, and to the Pretender himself 
under the feigned names of Chivers, Musgrave, 
and Jackson ; to which letters the names of 
Jones, Ulington, and 137&V were all by my 
direction subscribed. 

Secondly, That afterwards two letters in 
answer to these two sent to Mar and Dillon, 
one dated May 11th, and the other July she 
25th, under the feigned names of Motfield and 
Dighy, were intercepted. 

Thirdly, There is a certain intercepted cor- 
respondence between the Pretender's agents 
abroad, and Kelly here, carried on by him ; 
and that I was' at the bead of it, and am 
answerable for what it contains. 

This is the substance of my Charge, all other 
particular circumstances art mad* usa of, as 

T 
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they thought would give light and strength to 
one or other of those articles. 

As to the first of these points, * That I "did 
• dictate these letters;' 

That it could not be possible that I dictated 
these letters, hath been made out to your lord- 
ships by such a concurrence of evidence,, so 
clear, full, and legal, as I persuade myself can 
have left no doubt remaining upon any candid 
and indifferent person ; a plain matter of (act, 
supported by such testimony, cannot be over- 
thrown by little guesses and consequential 
surmises. 

My lords, I was under the known difficulty 
of proving a negative, which in many cases is 
not to be done : but it so happens in this case, 
that peculiar circumstances attend it as to point 
of time. My being disabled in my chamber, 
and attended before and after that time by some 
of my servants, and receiving frequent messages ' 
from others : The agreeing testimony of my' 
servants, that no stranger came near me about 
that time, and for some time before and after, 
and the full evidence of the school at West- 
minster, hath enabled my several servants to 
recollect the time, and to furnish such a proof of 
my innocence irt this matter, as is not to he 
mistaken, and shews the clearness of the im- 
possibility of it. 

The clerks of the Post-Office swear, That 
they believe these three letters to be the hand- 
writing of Mr. Kelly, my supposed amanuensis: 
YouVlprdships will remember, That their oaths 
y Were at four months distance from the time of 
seeing those letters;' during the whole series of 
which time, it never hath appeared that they 
have compared ene original with another ; and 
Che only original, as a specimen, hath been 

S roved, at your lordships' bar, not to be the 
and-writing of Mr. Kelly ; and be pleased to 
remember the very supposition of Mr. Kelly's 
being my secretary, *or any ways intimate with 
me, hath been fully sworn to be false. 

If it be said, Who then writ these letters ; 
and with what view were they writ ? The an- 
swer to this is obvious, my being here at your 
lordships* bar sufficiently explains it. It is 
enough to prove that I did not write or dictate 
them, and I have proved it abundantly. Let 
but any momentous part of the charge against 
me be made out with half the evidence, and I 
will submit without any dispute ; eight or nine 
such witnesses would have borne down the 
evidence of one or two that had sworn. 

But where there is none on the one side, but 
all on the other side, who appear, and that 
give direct positive evidence, can your lordships 
deliberate a moment for the reason of giving 
your judgment, which ought always, in doubt- 
ful cases, to lean to the doubtful side; and so 
taking this point as it stands, there is an end of 
the whole matter ; for all other insinuations, 
feigned names, and obscure passages in letters, 
/ depending upon this, must fall together. 

As to the other part of the accusation, when 
it rs said the letter to Jackson was a letter to 
the Pretender, I have nothing to do with it; he 
9 



that writ the letter, when known, will best De 
able, and most concerned to disprove it. 

Since this objection carries a very odd soond, 
I shall briefly shew your lordships how chat 
stands: Jackson, in a cypher of PJunket's 1 , is 
said to denote tlie Pretender; That cypher 
consists of one hundred and fifty names, of 
which not one is used in any of the letters' at- 
tributed to Mr. Kelly; three or four bf these 
names are used by persons supposed to have 
writ to Mr. Kelly from abroad, but not one of 
them is used by him ; nor doth Jackson ever, 
in his part of the correspondence, stand for the 
Pretender, but he is always under other appel- 
lations : Nay, Plunket himself, in all his letters 
writ in deciphered names, never stiles the 
Pretender, Jackson, but either Joseph, or 

Jepson. Why should a name used in Kelly's 

correspondence, be' explained by Plunket's 
cypher, when Kelly appears to be no ways ac« 
quainted with him, and Plunket himself did 
never dictate to him ? I forbear repetition ; I 
only add, that at this rate there is nothing that 
may not be proved. 

* 'The letter to Dubois there is little said of, 
because there. is no use made of it ; it is charged 
in the Report as a letter which I had received 
from abroad. The tables are now turned, and 
I myself designed to have sent this tetter to a 
feigned correspondent, but kept it among my 
papers under my seal : For what end; the 
letter itself is an errant delusion ; Why, to furnish 
proof which is much warned, of my receiving 
letters that were directed Jones and Illington; 
nud it is very strange I, who am represented as 
being so very cautious, should be so negligent 
in this, and preserve something that is of no 
use, and yet might hurt me so much when dis- 
covered. 

It is absurd to think, that I should by that 
means mention the name of ray correspondent, 
and mention the name of Johnson, which the 
committee of the lower House observe was con* 
stantly with me. 

I know not what farther can be said for this 
matter, till the counsel have further explained it, 
and shewn what use they make of this letter, 
which hath given your lordships so much trouble, 
and which I own I do not comprehend. 

There is still a fifth letter, which I have 
acknowledged to be my hand; that which Was 
taken on my servant. Mr. Reeves* hath 
made some uncharitable observations uppn it ; 
winch, for ought I know, may be arrowed as 
the form of law in the ordinary courts ; but, I 
am sure, in a court of equity, the most favour- 
able construction ought to take place. I hare 
taken minutes of his observations, and I think 
they are these : He observes, that the bishop 
doth not in his letter insist on his innocence in 
general, but considers only what evidence doth 
affect him. ' 

It comes, out at last for whom my tetter 
was designed ; and I think that an answer t« 



* One of the counsel against the bishop; 
after war,d» Chief Justice of the Common Pleat * 
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Mr. Reeves* first observation, and I shall ex- 

Jflain it do farther. He observes next, though 
. clear myself from the knowledge of Layer, 
JNeynoe, «c. there I say nothing of Kelly. 

The gentleman I designed the lettef for, 
knows it'was an answer to pne wrote to me 
about Layer, and will swear it himself, if there 
was room for it. 

Tiie third observation is, where speaking of 
myself, I say, 1 If I cannot ward the blow, I 
* roust, be a prisoner some years without reme- 
' dy;' from which he was to infer, not in that 
good natured way be* generally did, my mean- 
ing must be, that I was conscious of guilt. 

I ^apprehended an impeachment would have 
been lodged and never prosecuted, as in the 
case of my lord Danby and the earl of Ox- 
ford; and then I should have lain without 
trial, and without bread. 

The second Article of my Charge, is the two 
letters, from. Mar and Dillon, under the feigned 
names of Motfield and Digby, which were in- 
tercepted. 

One of these they have dropt. 
That I received them, is not pretended ; both 
letters, though without a criminal expression or 
word of business in either of them, would yet 
have affected me in some degree, if received by 
ine ; and I was the person, as is supposed, to 
have writ the letters to which they are answers. 
„ That I used to have any correspondence ; is 
, t hat proved ? Is not one and the same neces- 
sary in order to ascertain the charge? 

Any tnan that pleases may write to me, and 
take those names upon him ; I am not to an- 
swer for that, unless I have appeared to receive 
them, and kept up the correspondence, t 
The letter from Motfield, dated May J 1th, 
cannot be reasonably thought to have been 
wrote with any other view than that of being 
intercepted, and of fixing upou roe the Utter of 
April 20th. ^ 

This letter is committed to the common 
Post-Office, and sent upon this errand; one 
may doubt who writ it, but one cannot doubt 
, with what design it was writ: Your lordships' 
wisdom will see through those malicious dis- 
guises, and not make me account for letters, 
'which have been banded to and fro between two 
unknown correspondents, oua design to raise a 
suspicion of a third person, altogether a stranger 
' to what is writ. And here I desire, that the ob- 
!»ervation made by one of my counsel may not 
be forgot; that is, all the intercepted letters 
from abroad mention persons that lay hid 
tinder secret names, and are discovered by- 
doing of such deeds, and by such circumstance j, 
as will fasten those names upon them: Though 
the committee were not at a guess, yet they 
were often at a loss. 

In my case the fictitious names applied to 
me are often attended with such descriptions 
an/1 circumstances, as very naturally lead those 
that ofier these letters to fix them on me ; the 
writers of them use all their art not to dis- 
guise, but to open the thing, and seem to be 
in pain lest they should not be well enough 
iMgjlfritood, 



This being contrary to the method of re- 
serves in all other cases, smells strong of a 
malicious design. 

The letter of July 25tb, from Digby to 
Weston, is not so well contrived as it should 
have been, yet X am to be understood by it, 
because of the circumstances I was then under, 
which the writer was apprised of. 

These are the only two instances of letters 
supposed to be writ from abroad; they are not 
consistent ; shall they affect me in so high a 
manner? " ' 

It remains to be considered in the third 
place, whether there was a supported corre- 
spondence between the Pretender and bis 
agents and Mr. Kelly here? Whether I was at 
the head of it, and am justly to answer for it ? 
Mi*. Kelly, I hear, hath owned at your 
bar, and declared, which I also declare, 
I never knew a line of any letter he writ to 
foreign parts. 

I meddle not with what concerns him any 
farther than when it may affect me. 

The chief part is the present of the do& 
the account of that is in a letter to Hat- 
field, dated May 5th, not signed ; in which are 
these words, ' The little dog was sent ten days 
' ago, and ordered to be delivered to you r* 
But there is no intimation in this; or any other 
letter from abroad, that this present was in- 
tended for me. ■ 

In two letters from hence, by whom writ it 
doth not appear, somebody is meant under the 
different names of Mr. Jones and Mrs. Illingtbn, 
in such manner as designed forthe same person ; 
but the circumstances are neither applicable to 
myself or my wife, or me particularly. The 
letter dated 'May 7th, from Hatfield to Mus- 
grave, being five, days after the burial of my 
wife, cannot mean her ; and being but five days 
after, it can as little mean me : So that the 
writer of this letter must either have know* 
nothing of my family affairs, or if he did, must 
dissemble his knowledge of rhem to raise a 
suspicion '; and in either case what he says is 
not to be regarded. The surgeon and Mr. Kelly 
only knew any thing of this matter, and they 
can best clear it. 

Mrs. Barnes, she varies, and sometimes th« 
dog is for me, and sometimes for her. , 

As for myself, I never asked foiyreceived, or 
saw th : s present, nor know any thing of it, but 
from common fame ; nor have I to this day 
had any message or letter whatsoever concern- 
ing it. The end of this design seems to be* to . 
point me out by the name of Jones and llling- 
ton, subscribed to the letters of April 20th, by 
using them again in relation to this present. 

And perhaps they are not much in the wrong 
to think, that one intercepted dog should be of. 
as much use as ten intercepted letter*. Both 
contrivances then must have succeeded, had I 
not been able to prove that those letters were 
not writ with my order or 1 knowledge ; and 
therefore the use of those names, in subsequent 
letters, is a continuance of the fraud, ana this 
obviously runs through the whole of the corjt* 
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•pondence \ for wherever the names of Jones 
and JUington' are, they are used in applying 
tjjem to me, because they are the same. 

These points have not only been denied, hut 
disproved with all manner of credence and 
clearness. • 

My counsel have shewed, that all these sus- 
picious correspondences are to the last degree 



absurd to apply to me, and no one would apply 
them : That I could not order the letters of 
the 20 th of April, to which the names of Jones, 
Ace are subscribed, I think is plain, and then 
the evidence falls or depends upon it. 

As to the journies to and from Bromley, 
where the prisoner Kelly had frequent access 
to me, and therefore I might probably dictate 
those letters, the counsel for the bill have not 
opened themselves on that head; but your 
|ordships have heard it made out, and because 
it is material 1 shall repeat it. 

(Here Wood's Examination was read.) 

By all these accounts, nothing could have 
been easier for the persons themselves to 
manage here, than getting an account of my 
jQ.ejghbours in order to render the contrivance 
more plausible. 

That JVIr. £elly is no stranger to me I own ; 
tut .that ^e is in r any degree intimate with me, 
or frequently saw me, I den;?; and what evi- 
dence; is there from them to the contrary ; or 
4>ow is, this solemn denial at your bar contra- 
dieted ? 

The chairman says, He carried him twice or 
jtbrice to the deanry three or four years ago; 
and this Browne, the chairman, he swears he 
carried, me once, in three or four years time. 
I believe he may. The porter he says, That 
f\e brought a letter and some stockings from 
Kelly to me. The foundation of this story is 
Jrue; for Mr. Kelly used , t-> furnish me with 
stockings and gloves ; not but that the circum- 
stance of the porter coining up to my bed 
chamber at that dirty time of the year, is very 
/extraordinary ; and even this evidence owns, 
he was never sent by me to hirn. 

Now, on the other side, there is the evidence 
of almost all ray servants, who have, upon oath, 
attested,that they do not know either the name or 
the face of Mr. Kelly, which could not possibly 
be, did he use frequently to resort to me. Such 
a slight acquaintance, as I had with him', could 
not be any temptation to enter into secrets with 
Jjira of such a dangerous consequence as these 
are, which the; report insinuates to have passed 
/between us ; however, suspicion is not now the 
"business ; they that prove something, may be 
allowed to suppose more ; they that prove no- 
ithing, have no right to indulge their suspicions 
and conjectures to the ruin of any man ; 
twenty probabilities, allowed to be such, are 
not equal to any one matter of fact well at- 
tested ; it may strengthen the fact, but cannot 
support it. They cannot be evidence them- 
selves, because one probability may be set 
ftgainsjt another. 

I use this distinction between evidence in Iaw f 



and reasonable evidence, because*the council 
for the bill have asserted something like" it. ' - ' 
I own, I always thought the public lav* of 
the State,the public reason of the State ; and 
whatever it is in another country, yet, in this 
country, no evidence can be reasonable' chat is 
not legal : But' I ask, What sort of evidenced 
either in reason or law, is brought against mef 
How am I proved to consult and correspond to 
raise an insurrection against his majesty and 
his kingdom, and to procure a foreign force to 
invade the same in favour of the Preteuder f 

How am I proved, in the second place, to 
have corresponded with the same Pretender, 
and with Persons employed by him ? Is one 
article of these charges made out against me 
with any colour of reason? Suppositions with- 
out proof, suppositions disproved, and shewn 
to be vain, and unjust. 

If the proof in these cases wants strength, 
can the hearsay of Neynoe supply the want of 
proof, and render it valid, since Neynoe pre- 
tends, for ought that appears, not to have 
known any thing of me ; he only heard Kelly 
say so, and Mr. Kelly denies it ; and there is, 
I think, no reason why such a dead evidence 
should affect me, or Kelly himself ; much test 
me through him. Was Neynoe alive, and 
Kelley dead, and incapable of contradicting 
what Neynoe said, I believe what Neynoe said 
would not be of any weight: Besides, what 
Neynoe dead says, and Kelly now alive denies, 
ought not to have any force. 

Concerning hearsay evidence in general, and 
concerning the due regard to it/I humbly desire 
your lordships, that a passage may be read 
out of sir John Fenwick's Bill of Attainder. 

(The whole Preamble read.) 

My Lords, I humbly desired to have this 
read, because I thought it would take away a 
distinction _ between legal and parliamentary 
evidence; that what was not legal might be 
parliamentary. I believe here is a condemna- 
tion of him by Parliament; therefore I think 
the condemnation of him must be by pnrfca- 
raentary evidence. It is recited in this Act as 
one of the inducements that moved the King, 
Lords, and Commons to pa*s the Act, * That 
' sir John Fenwick had contrived and framed 
c several papers, &c. only by hearsay.* 

Shall that be accepted in this Parliament for 
evidence, which is declared the only motive of 
attainting a man in another? If it was judged 
hard in sir John Fenwick's case to charge a 
man by hearsay, can the being thus charged 
be any proof against me? Sure the House of 
Commons in 1696, that brought that in, would 
have so thought, nor would those of your lord* 
ships consented here, or elsewhere, to have 
passed it. , 

As for those that did not consent, I will Ven- 
ture to say, I am exceedingly nuzrted to know 
why they did not oppose sir John Fenwick, but 
favoured his case, and are yet against me. Is 
the guilt objected to me, if proved, 4n any jriea- 
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tfure like bis*? Or is there any comparison be- 
tween the proof against him and me f 

As, to the paper and information given in by 
Keynoe and printed in the Appendix, it is plain 
be was drawn in to have sworn backward or 
forward, to have affirmed or denied any thing. 
He knew a certain lord df the council, that 
gave me ndtice of my being taken up some 
days before it happened. He knew whet use 
and purpose the protests of your lordships were 
chiefly designed for and calculated ; and it apr 
pears by his paper that was taken in his pocket 
after his death, that he had undertaken to give 
a positive account, and designed either to ask 
or receive such a sum of money. 

It is said he was the late earl Marishall's bed- 
fellow for several months, and had drawn up 
beads fur memorials to be delivered to the 
Regent; but he had kept no copies ef these 
beads or foul draughts, which would have shewn 
whether diey were given in to promote it, of 
discover it; in either case the evidence of being 
then employed, would have been of service ; 
bat they have not been able to produce a line 
of such beads or memorials, yet the Report of 
the House of Commons, upon the basis of these 
.memorials, builds the whole fabrick. He knew 
that I went under the names of Jones and II- 
lingron, and undoubtedly he knew Mr. Dubois : 
If the scheme of writing that letter myself had 
been seen, he would have found out a reason 
for the correspondence ; and 500/. would have 
made him affirm,- that he carried the letter him- 
self. He knew the Pretender's particular opi- 
nion of me, or of any body else ; and that 
be relied on advices from ine: How did he 
know that ? He told him so. Who told him ? 
It is not supposed Mr. Kelly had it from 
himself, but from persons of high estate, and 
that were near the Pretender. 

Let me speak, rriy Lords, as always I hope I, 
shall, with that modesty as becomes justice, but 
yet \y ith f reed om to you . 

Hath nothing been opened tq you concerning 
this man's character, and his secret transac- 
tions? Is it possible to believe this pretender to 
secrecy, could have had or shall he still have 
any degree of weight, that threw away his life 
rather than venture to stand to the truth of 
what he. had said before his death ; and then he 
could have been contradicted, or pangs of con- 
science might have made him unsay what he 
bad said ; but a de*ad man can retract ndthing ; 
what be hath writ, he hath writ; the accusation 
must stand just as it did, as far as it concerns 
bim ; and we are deprived of the advantage, 
which truth and remorse once extorted, and 
would have again extorted from him; however, 
I would have been glad to have bad all that 
ever this wretch said, and would hope that by 
comparing of the several stories, which he seve- 
ral times told, some light might have been gain- 
, which is now wanted **— Particularly by the 
knowledge of what he said freely and 'volunta- 
ry, when he was in good humour, and before 
"bis rough usage, on his return from Rome, bad 
frightened him; bat I think we have the 



evidence" only of a few of the last 4ays of his 
life, all the preceding tide is blank. J|e »*- 
derwent frequent examinations, but they ware 
not^ it seems, so maturely weighed and digest* 
ed, as to be thought worth the committing to 
writing; but he is gone to hie place, and hath 
answered for what he hath said at another tri* 
banal. I desire not to > disturb his ashes, far> 
ther than what is necessary fov my own de- 
fence. » 

Your lordships will observe first, the inecm* 
s jstency of some part of the charge, Secondly, 
the improbability of it. The Report* takes no- 
tice of three several periods, or stages of time, 
when by consequence of some informations 
from the Regent, the design did not take place* 
the first was, during the election y the second 
was, the king's going to Hanover ; and the third ' 
was, the breaking up of the camp t There it 
not the least bint as to the iast of these Cbree 
designs, in any of the papers; though in the 
recital of the bill it is mentioned as the |bhnl 
part of the . plot, and the most detestable part 
of the design, to lay violent bands on 4ns taa- 
jesty and bis royal highness. 

There is not the least colaw of proof, a* td 
the first part of the conspiracy, wWeh was 
to take place at the election ; their only reason 
for that, is from a passage, where it is said, that 
the present opportunity is elapsed ; that is, the 
opportunity of the election. 

I shall recite the passage, as it lies in the in- 
tercepted letter, and male some reflections on 
it : * Notwithstanding the opportunity is elaps- 
' ed/ (says the writer to Jackson) « I agree 

* with you, another may offer before the end of 
' the year, though not perhaps every way so 

* favourable/ 

The Committee suppose this Letter to be 
from Kelly, and dictated by me ; and they sap* 
pose the worth to refer to, the time of the 
election'; and from those suppositions in'rer that 
I knew something of it. On the contrary, £ 
shall on the two first suppositions shew the 
impossibility of it ; if tihis was n Letter 'frott, 
me, or from any other person dictated by mete 
the Pretender, I must write as rtt answer to 
some letter sent from them to me, m repeating 
the expression ; and his opiaion in toe letter 
must have been founded on intelligence before 
received: This intelligence, considering the dis- 
tance between London and Rome, most have 
been communicated two months, if not longer, 
before the date of this letter ; if we go back two 
months, and talk of the election being elapsed, 
it was not begun : consequently that opportu- 
nity in the letter could not possibly mean the 
time of the election; and if so, it is im- 
possible that it should be -a letter to the Pre- 
tender, jthat can consist with the charge of kht 
person's writing in April, 1720. . ^ ' ' 

If it be a letter writ in good earnest, it ap- 
pears they had given over all thoughts at that 
time : 1 1 agree with you,' says he, * another 

* may offer before the end of the year ;' and 
yet he finds some words in a letter writ te* 
days after, wherein, under the name of loot*, 
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I am* made to be deeply concerned in a con- 
spiracy, i 

How can this be consistent, if I writ and 
directed that letter, and was engaged in ^he 
second part of the conspiracy ? 

Both cannot be true, both may be false; and 
I hope I have satisfied your lordships, that as 
I did not dictate the one, so I was no ways 
concerned in the other. 
* Can any one believe, that under the sad cir- 
cumstance of being afflicted by the death of my 
wife, I should be concerned in an affair of this 
dangerous nature? Was that a time "to pro- 
vide for a stranger? And for a man, unless un- 
der the power of prejudice, to believe such an 
improbability, o{ that J had such a conjecture. 
I forbear former instances. 

I shall now consider the improbability, as 
well as inconsistency of the charge brought 
against me without positive proo& You wHl 
allow me to answer the indictment in toe same 
manner as it is laid. 

Is it probable that if I were engaged in any 
such design, no footsteps should be seen of any 
correspondence I had with the late duke of 
Ormond, to whom, of all persons abroad, I was 
best known, and to whom I bad the greatest 
regard, and still have all the regard that is 
consistent with my duty to my king and coun- 
try? 

Is it probable that I would chuse rather to 
engage in such design with Mr. Dillon, a mili- 
tary man I never saw, and with the earl of 
Jiar, whom I never conversed with, except 
when he was secretary of state ? 

Did I not know, what all the world thinks, 
that he had left the Pretender several years, 
and had a pension abroad ? Is this a season for 
me . to enter into conferences with him about 
restoring the Pretender ; and to do this, not by 
messages, but by letters, not sent by messen- 
gers but by the common post ? That l>y thus 
writing to him by the post, I should advise him 
after the same manner to write to me ; and by 
these means furnish opportunities towards de- 
tecting the persons and bringing myself into 
danger? How doth that. consist with tfffe caution 
and secrecy which are said to belong to me? 
Must not I have been rash to have laid myself 
open in such a manner? This is an inconsistent 
scheme, the other a bold assertion. Is it pro- 
bable wheh attending, the sick bed of my wife, 
and expecting her death, not daily but hourly, 
that I, should enter into negociations of this 
kind ? 

-There was ho need of dispatching any of 
those three letters' merely to excuse my not 
.writing : The circumstances of my family had 
been a sufficient apology, and more effectual. 

Is it. probable, that when I was carrying on 
public buildings of various kinds at Westmin- 
ster, and Bromley, consufting all the books 
from the Westminster foundation, engaging in 
a correspondence with learned men, about set- 
tling an important point of divinity ; at that 
velry time, I should be carrying on a conspira- 
cy? Those- thai; entertain such thoughts with- 



out reason, may also condemn me without ar- 
gument. 

Is it probable, that I sbould meet, a'pd con- 
sult, in order to carry xm and forward this 
correspondence with nobody, and no where ? 

That I, who always lived at home, and ex- 
cept at dinner tim'e never stirred out of raj 
chamber ; received all persons that visited me, 
and was denied to none, should have an oppor- 
tunity to be so engaged? And if I had, that 
none of my domestics and friends should ever 
observe any appearance of any such thing? No 
evidence among my papers, though they were 
all seized at both my houses, and confining all 
my servants, but one, for about ten or eleven 
weeks; searching him twice in the Tower, and 
searching myself, nothing of consequence ap- 
pears, nor is' there any one living witness 
that charges me with any thing that is, really 
true. 

Is it probable, that I should form and direct 
a conspiracy, and carry it on with any success, 
that am not used to arms, which I am no 
more acquainted with, than with the persons 
employed on those occasions ? My way of life 
hath not led me to converse with such men and 
such matters, except on the occasion of meet- 
ing in Parliament; but in a council of war, J 
never was. Have I yet in any instance of my 
life meddled remarkably out of my own sphere, 
in affairs foreign to my business or character/ 
I might have been thought to have been too. 
active in my proper station and business ; but 
I was never charged with war, nor any ways 
informed in the art of it. 

Is it probable, that persons concerned in sucu 
military scheme, (if any such be formed by men 
of the sword that apply to such business) should 
be punished without any proof? 

And must I, whose way of life, is set at the 
greatest distance from such- persons, and from 
the very suspicion of being concerned with 
them, suffer all the pains and penalties short 
of death, which the Parliament can inflict for a 
supposed I know not what) and what I do not 
to this day apprehend. 

Here is a plot of, a year or two standing to 
subvert the government with an armed force ; 
an invasion from abroad ; an insurrection at 
home; just when ripe for execution it is disco- 
vered ; and twelve months after the contrivance 
of this scheme, no consultation appears, no 
men corresponding together, no provision o? 
money, arms or officers — not a man in anno — 
And yet the poor bishop hath done all this. 

Layer and Plunket carry on a treasonably 
correspondence, they go to Rome and receive 
directions from the Pretender himself, to pro- 
mote bis cause. — It doth no where appear that 
the bishop has the least share in, or is anjr *aj 
privy to,~ their practices. — And yet the bishop 
has done all ; he is ' principally concerned in 
' forming, directing, and carrying on this de- 
* testable conspiracy/ 

What could tempt me to step thus out of^roj 
way ? Was' it ambition and a desire of clirribin^ 
into a higher station in the church ? P»«m? 
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not a man in my office farther removed from 
this than % I am ; I have a hundred times said, 
and sincerely resolved, I would have been no- 
thing more than* I was, at a time when I Iittje 
thought of being any thing before, and I can 
give an instance of this kind if I thought 
proper. 

Was money my aim ? I always despised it, 
too much perhaps, considering what occasion! 
am now like to have for it ; for out of a poor' 
bishopric of 500/. per annum, I have laid out 
no less than 2,000/. towards the repairs of jthe 
church and episcopal palace; nor did I take 
one shilling for dilapidations, and the rest of my 
tittle income has been spent as is necessary, as 
J am a bishop* Nor do I repent of these ex- 

fences now, (though since my long confinement 
have not received the least part of the income 
•f my deanry) not doubting in the least, but 
that God who hath liberally provided for me 
Jutherto, will still do it, and on his good provi- 
dence I securely rely. 

Was I influenced by any dislike of the esta- 
blished religion, and secretly inclined towards 
a church of greater pomp and power ? I have, 
iny Lords, ever since I knew what popery was, 
•pposed it, and the better I knew it, the morel 
disliked it. 

I begun my study in divinity, when the Po- 
pish controversy grew hot about that immortal 
book of Tillotson's, when he undertook the de- 
fence of the Protestant cause in general, and as 
such I esteemed him above all. 

You will pardon me, my Lords, if I mention 
•ne thing : 

Thirty years ago I writ in defence of Martin 
Luther, and have preached, and writ to that 
purpose from my infancy, and whatever hap- 
pens to me, I will suffer any thing, and will, by 
God's grace, burn at the stake, rather than de- 
part from any material point of the Protestant 
religion, as professed in the church of Eng- 
land. 

Once more : Can I be supposed to favour 
arbitrary power ? The whole tenor of my life 
hath been otherwise: I was always a friend of 
the liberty of the subject, and, to the best of 
my power, constantly maintained it : I may 
fiave been thought mistaken in the measures I 
took to support it. 

It matters not by what party I was called, so 
my actions are uniform. 

To return to the point: The charge brought 
against me, in the manner it is brought, is im- 
probable ; if I could be guilty of it, I must have 
acted under a spirit of infatuation ; vet I have 
never been thought an idiot or a madman. 

My Lords, as to the pains and penalties con- 
tained in this bill, they are great and grievous, 
fceyohd example in their nature and direc- 
tion. 

I am here, my Lords, and have been here 
expecting an immediate trial. I have, my 
Lords, declined no impeachment. The cor- 
respondence with the earl of Clarendon was 
tnade treason, but with me it is only felony^ ; 
jet WaJ allowed die WAYtfttUea of hit chil- 



dren^ by the express word of the act : mine are 
not so much as to write, so much as to be semi 
tome. 

What is most particular in my case I will re- 
peat distinctly, that my reverend brethren may 
hear it. I am rendered incapable of using os 
exercising any office, function, authority, ot 
power ecclesiastical, not only in his Majesty's 
dominions, but any where else : very hard } 
that such spiritual power as is not-derived from 
men, but God himself, should be taken from 
me. 

And I am not only deprived of all offices, 
dignities, and benefices ecclesiastical, and for 
ever banished the realm, but likewise precluded 
from the benefit of royal clemency, and made 
utterly incapable of any pardon by his Majes- 
ty, his heirs and successors. 
My Lords, 

I insist on my innocence, that I am not guil- 
ty ; and if I am not proved so, your lordships 
will thus judge;, if otherwise, I persuade my* 
self I shall find some degree of mercy/ 

You will not strip a man of his substance, 
and then send him where be cannot subsist ; 
you will not send him among strangers,, and 
then hinder others from performing humanity 
to him ; you will not give him less. time to 
order his affairs and depart the kingdom, than 
the bill hath taken in passing through botk 
Houses. 

The great man I last mentioned, carried a 
great fortune with him into foreign parts, and 
had the languages: was well acquainted 
abroad : the reverse of all this is my case : I 
indeed am like him in nothing but his inno- 
cence, and his punishment. 1 It is in no man's 
power to make us differ in the one, but it is in 
your lordships' power to make us differ widely 
in the other, and I hope your lordships will da 
it. 

But to sum up the argument : it hath been 
frequently observed, that the higher the Crimea / 
are, the fuller the proofs ought to be. Here it 
a charge of High Treason brought against ine, 
with no evidence at all. 
My Lords, 

Pardon me, what is not evidence at law, can 
never be made so by any power on earth; for 
the law that required the evidence, is as muck 
the law of the land, as that which declares the 
crime. 

It is equally unjust to declare any proof 
legal, because of my prosecution : as extraor- 
dinary would it be, to declare acts themselves, 
ex post facto. 

Never was there a charge of so high a nature, 
and so weakly proved. 

A person dead, so that there is not an op- 
portunity to falsify him by contradicting him ; 
a charge not supported by one evidence, nor by 
one proof of any thing that hath been writ or 
received by me, nor even by any one criminal 
word proved to have been spoken by me, hot 
by intercepted letters and correspondence, in 
which appears not the least certainty. 
; Soma pf (bote letters, shown to persons, with 
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* design to fasten something on tbem ; others 
writ in cyphers, and fictitious names, throwing 
- out dark and abstruse hints of what persons 
wee* by those names, sometimes true andsome- 
tkaes doubtful, and often false, who continue 
ail the while strangers to the whole transaction, 
said never make the discovery, till they feel and 
£nd it advancing itself towards themt My 
lords, this is my case in short. 

I have a bard task to prove my innocence: 
shall I stand convicted before your lordships on 
such an evidence as this ? The hearsay of an 
beamy ; a party dead, and that denied what 
he said ; by strange and obscure passages, and 
fictitious names in letters; by the conjecture 
of decy pherers, without any opportunity given 
me of examining- and looking into the deci- 
phering ; by the depositions of post-office clerks 
abouf the similitude of hands ; their depositions 
made at distant, times, and without comparing 
any one of the originals, and by a straoge in- 
terpretation of them ; for nothing more, I am 
persuaded, can be made of toe arguments, than 
what is calif d; the intercepted correspondence. 

ShaU I, my Lords, be deprived of all thai 
is dear to me, and, in the circumstances I am 
in, scarce able to bear up, and by such an evi- 
dence as would not be admitted in any other 
cause or any other court ; and would hardly 
affect a Jew in the inquisition of Spain ? 

And shall it be received against a bishop of 
this Chorch, and a member of this House ? God 
forbid/ Give me leave to make mention of a 
test in holy writ ; ' Against an elder receive not 
« an accusation, but before two or three wit- 
'nesses/ It is not: said, condemn him not 
upon an accusation, &c. hut receive it not ; I 
am something more than an elder, and shall an 
accusation, against me be countenanced, with- 
out any dne instance of a proof to support it ? 

This is not directly matter of ecclesiastical 
constitution: there you read, one witness 
should not rise up against an elder; but here, 
at the mouth of two witnesses, or three wit- 
nesses, shall the matter be established. And 
as this rule was translated in the state of the 
Church, people always thought fit to. follow it. 

Shall 1 be the first bishop in this Church con- 
demned upon conjecture, on , fictitious names 
and obscure passages in letters, instead of two 
or three witnesses ? 

Will not others endeavour to make the same 
precedent, and desire the same influence of it 
to succeeding ages, and even concur in such an 
act, in order to render me incapable of using 
or exercising any power, or authority, &c. Is 
this good divinity, or good policy ? 

As to the justice of the legislature, in some 
respects it haih a greater power than the sove- 
reign legislature of the universe ; for Tie can do 
nothing unjust* But though there are no li- 
mits to he set to a parliament, yet they are ge- 
neral! v thought to restrain themselves, to guide 
taeir proceedings in criminal cases, according 
to the known law; 

The Parliament may order a ^criminal to.be 
ttrttued* who can say t£*y cmml But tbey 



never did, nor never will, I hope, because tor* 
tuce, though used in other countries, is not 
known here. 

Is it not torturing to inflict pains and penal- 
ties on persons not suspected of guilt, nor plain- 
ly proved guilty ? It is not much unlike it. 
The Parliament may, if they please, as well 
upon a bill of perpetual imprisonments, asOpon 
a bill of perpetual exile, reserve to the crown a 
power to determine the one as well as the 
other. They have so enacted it in the one case, 
but they have not enacted u in the other. The 
law knows nothing of such absolute perpetual 
imprisonments. 

The law may, in like manner, condemn a 
man on a charge of accumulated and construc- 
tive treason. They did so in the case of tlie 
great lord Strafford, and that by accumulated 
and constructive proof of such treason, that is, 
by such proofs so well interpreted, as plainly to. 
communicate light and strength to each other, 
and so to have all force, without the formality 
of evidence. Was such proof ever admitted 
by any one to deprive his fellow- subject of his 
fortune, of his estate, his . friends, and country, 
and send him in )>ts old age, without language 
or hope, without employment to get the ne- 
cessaries of life, to starve ? I say again, God 
forbid. 

My ruin is not of that moment to any number 
of men, to make it worth their ^rhile to violate, 
or even to seem to violate the constitution in 
any degree^ which they ought to preserve against 
any attempts whatsoever. 

But where once such extraordinary steps 
as these are taken, and we depart from the 
fixed rules and forms of justice, and try untrod- 
den' paths, no mau knows where this shall 
stop. 

Though I am worthy of no regard, though 
whatsoever is done\to me may, for that reason, 
be looked upon to be just, yet your lordships 
will have some regard to your own lasting in* 
terest, and that of posterity. 

This is a proceeding with which the consti- 
tution is not acquainted, which, under the pre- 
tence of supporting it, will at last effectually 
destroy it. 

For God's sake, lay aside these extraordinary 
proceedings, set not* up these new and dange- 
rous precedents ; I, for my part, will volunta- 
rily and chearfully go into ( perpetual banish- 
ment, and please myself that I am, in some 
measure, the occasion of putting a stop to stfch 
precedents, and doing some good to my coun- 
try, and will live* wherever I am, praying for 
its prosperity; and do in the words of father 
Paul to the state of Venice, say * estoperpetvo 
It is not my departing from it I am concerned 
for : let roe depart, and let my country be fixed 
upon the immoveable foundation of law and 
justice, and stand for ever. 

I have, my Lords, taken up much of your 
lordships' time, yet I must beg your attention a 
little longer. - „ 

Some part of my charge hath been disproved 
byoducct wid.iuJUvidej^ 



Digitized byGOQQle 



PAUL. HISTORY, 0 Gbo*€E I. MS.— Bishop of Rochester's Defence. [390 



writing the letters of the 20th of April, or that 
1 knew who wrote then*, which I utterly deny 
that I ever did or as yet do know. Other parts 
of the charge there are, which are not capable 
of such disproof, nor indeed require it ; there I 
rest. But, iny Lords, (here is a way allowed of 
vindicating myself ; it is generally negative ; 
that is by prote&ing and declaring my inno- 
cence to your lordships, in the most deliberate, 
serious and solemn manner ; and* appealing to 
Pod, the searcher of hearts, as to the truth of 
what I say, as I do it in what folio w$ : I am 
eharged in the Report with directing a corres- 
pondence to Mr. Kelly ; but I solemnly deny 
that I ever directly or indirectly, saw a single 
line of any of their letters until I met with 
them in print. Nor was the contents of any 
of them communicated to me. I do in the 
bext place deny^-that I was ever privy to any 
memorial to be drawn up to be delivered to the 
regent. Nor was I ever acquainted with any at- 
tempt to.be made on the King's going to Hauo- 
ver, or at the time of the election. Nor did I 
bear the least rumour of the plot to take place 
after the breaking up of the camp, till some 
time after Mr. Layer's commitment. I do 
with the same solemnity declare, that i never 
collected, remitted, received, or asked any 
money of any man, to facilitate these designs; 
nor was I ever acquainted with, or had any re- 
mittances whatsoever from any of those per- 
sons. I never drew any declaration, minutes, 
or paper, in the name of the Pretender, as is 
expressly charged upon me. And that I never 
knew of any commission issued, preparation of 
arms, officers, or soldiers, or the methods taken 
to procure aoy, in order to raise an insurrec- 
tion in these kingdoms. All this I declare to 
be true, and will so declare to the last gasp of 
ray breath. 

And I am sure, the farther your lordships 
examine, into this affair, the more you will be 
convinced of my innocency. These contain 
all the capital articles of which I am accused, 
in the report of the House of Commons. 

Had the charge been as fully proved as 
ascertained, it had been vain to make protes- 
tations of innocence though never so solemn. 

But as the charge is only supported by the 
slightest probabilities, and which cannot be 
disproved in an^ instance, without proving a 
negative ; allow the solemn asseverations of 
a man in behalf of his own innocence to have 
their due weight, and I ask no more, than that 
they may have as much influence with your 
lordships, as they have truth. 

If on any' account there shall still be thought 
by your lordships to be any seeming strength 
in the proofs against me : If by your lordships 
judgments, springing from uoknown motives 
X shall be thought to be guilty : If for any rea- 
sons, or necessity of state, of the wisdom and 
'justice of which I am no competent judge : 
yqur lordships shall proceed to pass this bill 
against me : r God's will be done : ' ' Naked 
* came I out of my mother's womb, and naked 



' shall I return ; and whether he gives or takes 
' away, blessed be the name of the Lord/ 

Lord Lechmere m/roes, That KeUy be exa- 
mined at the Bar, relating to the Bill against 
the Bishop of Rochester.] The Bishop having 
done speaking, and being, with his counsel, 
withdrawn, the lord Lechmere took notice, 
That the most material part of the charge 
against that prelate was his dictating the trea- 
sonable letter to Mr. Kelly ; and since the 
letter was the only legal witness they could 
have in this doubtful case, he therefore" moved, 
" That George Kelly alias Johnson, now a pri* 
sober in the Tower of London, he brought to 
the bar of this House on Monday morning next* 
to.be examined upon oath, on the bill, intituled, 
' An Act to inflict pains and penalties on 
' Francis lord bishop of Rochester.' " He was- 
seconded by the earl of Carlisle ; but opposed 
by several Lords ; and the question being put 
upon this motion, it was resolved in the nega- 
tive by 80 voices against 40. 

Protest on the said Motion's passing in the 
Negative.] Disseniient 1 J." Because we think 
it unquestionable that the said Kelly is a compe- 
tent legal witness to the matters charged by 
the bill against the bishop, and cculd not be 
legally refused to be sworn as such, if the 
bishop were on his trial for the same in the or- 
dinary course of justice ; and that,, whether the 
said Kelly were produced either for or against 
the bishop ; and, we conceive, if the counsel 
for the bill had thought fit to have produced 
him in support of the bill, that even no legat 
objection could have been made by the bishop's 
coupsel against' his being so produced and 
sworn, the bill passed ,this House against the 
said Kelly not having received the royal as- 
sent ; and there not being in the said bill, in 
our opinions, any thing that can destroy even 
his legal testimony, when the same is passed 
into a law. 

2. " Because the three letters, dated the 
&)th of April 1722, supposed to contain trea- 
sonable correspondences with the Pretender, 
and sotne'of his agents, have been made the 
principal charge against the bishop, and have 
been endeavoured to be proved to have been 
dictated to the said Kelly by the bishop, at or 
about the time of their date; but this not 
being as yet done, as we think, by director 
positive proof by any living witness of the 
fact, but by circumstances only, we think it 
most proper, and most safe and just, to en- 
deavour to discover the truth of that material 
fact, by the best evidence the nature of the, 
thing can admit of ; and that this Housed 
should not be left under the difficulties Of judg- 
ing on this extraordinary occasion from doubt- 
ful circumstances, if the fact -may be cleared 
by certain positive proof, and the examination 
of a competent and a living witness upon oath 
at the bar of this House. 

3. " Because several living witnesses having 
been examined on oath at the bar of the 

U • " . . % 
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House, on behalf of the bishop, in order to ' 
prove by their positive testimony and other cir- 
cumstances, that the bishop did pot dictate or 
direct, at was any way privy to the writing of 
the said letters, or any of them, which has, in 
our judgments, rendered it of yet greater impor- 
tance, that the supposed writer of those let- 
ters should be brought under the most strict and 
solemn examination, before the Bill has pasted 
this House. 

4. " Because the said KeHy, though exa- 
mined before committees of both Houses of 
Parliament, and elsewhere, hath not, to our 
knowledge, been yet examined upon oath to 
the matters contained in this Bill ; and it 
having appeared to us, in other instances on 
this occasion, particularly of Mrs. Barnes, exa- 
mined for the Bill, and of Bingley against it, 
who have materially varied their examinations 
At the bar of this House from their former exa- 
minations, at the same time declaring their 
former examinations were not taken and sworn 
to by them, we think it may be both dangerous 
and derogatory to the honour and justice of 
the House, not to examine upon oath, a per- 
son capable of discovering the matters of tact, 
6n which the i ustice of the Bill against the 
bishop must depend ; and especially after the 
said Kelly hath declared in the most solemn 
manner, next to that of his being upon oath, 
that the bishop did not dictate, or was privy to 
the writing the said letters, or any of them ; 
and tfhe bishop himself, in his defence, having 
also, in the most solemn manner of assevera- 
tion, declared his innocence in this particular, 
and expressly referring to the former assevera- 
tions of the Said Kelly, as we conceive as a 
testimony in confirmation of bis own assevera- 
tions. 

. 5. " Because, we conceive, that the said 
Kelly was not only a legal witness for or against 
the bishop, in the strictest construction of courts 
of judicature ; but the examination of him upon 
bath, on this Bill, is in every respect whatso- 
ever, in our judgments, less liable to objection 
than in any or most other evidences, which on 
this occasion have been allowed ; because the 
Bill passed by this House against the Said 
Kelly, if it obtains the royal assent, as is most 
probable, doth (in judgment of law, as hath 
been declared by the judges) acquit him of any 
further prosecution for the said treasons therein 
charged upon him, and there is ho judgment or 
punishment inflicted upon him in the said Bill, 
which, can, when passed, destroy his capacity of 
jiving evidence on any occasion ; and the same 
vein* passed by this House, and not passed the 
royal assent, leaves the said Kelly, in our opi- 
nions, under less influence either of hopes or 
fears, than sgch witnesses which have been exa- 
mined on U>is occasion under commitments 
and charge of high- treason ; and, as we con- 
ceive, less liable to* that objection than the decla- 
ration of Philip Neynoe, which has been read 
fcgaiast the bishbp, though neVer signed or 
sworn him, and the Said freyrtoe, some 
mouths since, drowned in endeavouring his es- 



cape ; and which declaration appears to 'us to 
Have been made by him under the strongest 
influences of guilt and terror. 

6*. " We think the crimes charged in . the 
Bill against the said Kelly, are in tneir nature 
distinct and independent on those charged upon 
the bishop, Kelly's guilt in ^writing the said 
treasonable letters proved upon him being the 
same, though the bishop be altogether inno- 
cent in relation thereto for Which reasons, a* 
we conceive, this House, did refuse to permit 
Kelly on his bill to give evidence, that the 
bishop did not dictate the said letters ; for 
which reason we are of opinion, that the evi- 
dence which Kelly might have given touching 
the bishop's dictating the saicj Tetters, or not, 
would have produced no consequence, at all, 
with regard to the Bill passed against himself, 
though it must necessarily have contributed to 
the proof of the guilt or innocence of the 
bishop. 

7. •« This House having with great honour 
and justice, declared to several persons pro- 
duced as witnesses on this occasion, that it 
was not required from them to depose aiij 
thing which did or might tend to their own ac- 
cusation, the testimony of the said Kelly, if he 
had been examined on oath, we ddubt not, 
would have been taken under the same just 
indulgence; and if he had submitted tb nave 
been examined on oath to the matters of this 
bill, such his examination being in that respect 
voluntary, could not, in our opinions, nave 
been construed as forced from him by toe au- 
thority of this House ; and such testimony as 
he might have given wOuld have remained Under 
the consideration and judgment of this House, 
as to its credit and influence, on all circum- 
stances, in the same manner as the other evi- 
dence for and against the bill still does. ( SigneB,) 
Cow per, Lechmere, Pom fret, Bathurst, 
Bingley, Fr. Cestriens*, Compton, Wft- 
loughby de Broke, Weston, , Fruce, 
Ayfesford, Hereford, Cower, Brooke, 
Middleton, Denbigh, Scarsrfale, ttar\> 
mouth, Salisbury, Foley, Masham, Car- 
digan, Exeter, Wharton, Litfchi&eltf, ifx- 
bridge, Hay,' Strafford, fcorthamb&oa^ 
Angiesea. Berkeley de Stratton, Irou- 
lett, Ashburnham, Guilford, Craven," 

Farther Proceedings on the Bill against t& 
Bishop of Rochester.} Hay 13. ThebishSp of 
Rochester being, for the last time, brought to 
the bar, Mr. Reeves, one of the counsel for 
t«be bill, made a reply to the bishop's Defence, 
and, in particular, justified what he had said 
before about the Letter thq bishop wrote iti 
the Tower, and was found about one of his 
servants. And as the bishop had closed hik 
speech with a passage but of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, so Mr. Reeves concluded with the& 
words out of fecciesiastes, efaap. lti. v. §6. 
" Curse not the king, no not in thy thought^ 
and curse riot 'the rich in thy bed-chamber ; 
tor a Bird of the air shall carry the voice* »n<I 
that which has wings shall tell the" toa*ttfcr.* 
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agreeable k tyay to, ^e, canons and diaci- 
pTme.of the c^urc^, in, thw e*traoramajy PJW 1 - 
ner to, d epjrive a bishpp all bis prefer me^tSjj 
and pr^bit him t^e, m and exercise of % 
(unction foif his life. A s ^ «H% ejection, 
whatever influence it may liave ahrpad among 
ignorant people, yet, as to your lordships, w,ho 
kao,\v pur constitution so well. | cannot ima- 
gioe that it can haye any weight at ail. 4na 
indeed when I consider all the acts qf parli*>- 
ment relating tq tbe.supremacy, ^at have peeu 
made for near two hundred years; wien 1 conr 
sider the articles of qur church, our canons^ 
and the subscriptions that, the bishop bimselt 
must have made, and must have required from 
others, in the exercise of his function, it is 
matter, of wonder to me, that such an objection 
should be made> either by a bishop of the ch,urc£ 
of Epgjand, or by a lawyer of the kingdom pjf 
England. I do not indeed recollect above pqe 
Instance of a particular act of parliament 
made to, deprive a bishop ; which is that of 
Fisher, bishop of Rochester, w,ho was so de- 
p^ivedji in the time of Henry 8. But, ^as to 
general acts of parliament, whereby both 
s.hqps and presbyters h* v f heen depriye<| of 
their preferments, we hays % good number: 
Thus, in the beginning of queen ]yi$abatbk 
reign, almost alj the bishops of England wer# 
so deprived : And at the revolution, many werf 
so ; and all might have been so, if they had npjt 
complied with the terms of the act of parlia- 
ment : And at the restoration, many hundreds 
of presbyters were deprived in the same man- 
ner. And it cannot well be doubled, hut that 
the same authority which, can make law* bj 
which the whole bench may fcle depjyeA «W 
exert itself x in a particular case, if they have 
just reasons for it. 

As to the trial of bishpps, for any crimes 
tftey shall be guilty of, we **re to cppsider the 
different nature of the crimes of which (hey are 
accused; and the trial by law tnu?t be accqrd- 
ingly. If the prince be of aq ecclesiastical 
qature, such as ecclesiastical counts, cap tak? 
cognizance of, as simony, heresy, and tbejifee; 
the trial regularly must he by the archbishop qf 
the province, taking to his assistance some qf 
his suffragan bishops. But, even in this case, 
if either the archbishop shqll, upon complain!, 
neglect to try him ; or, if upon trial he shall 
acquit and absolve him, the accuser may appeal 
to the king in chancery : Which court may 
appoint a commission of delegates, who may, 
by the authority of the crown, judge him, de- 
prive him of his bjshoprick, prohibit him thji 
use of hi§ function for his life, thpugh he Were 
before acquitted by the archbishop. But if 
the crime be of a civil nature, such as trea- 
son, (which is the case now before us) the 
ecclesiastical authority has nothing at all to da 
With it, and should any ecclesiastical judge 
attempt to meddle with it, he would be j udged 
to attempt against the king's crown and dignity, 
and quickly have his proceedings stopped by a 
prohibition out of the temporal courts .* And I 
wnu Id Qhaem further, that were tbu bWwp *P 



- \MW the Wqse} fqt the BBlpro4qced 
an^ examined sevejr^ witnesses, so,, contradict 
jttabao 1 heen deposed relating ^ Nfj^qe. 

bishop, qf ftpcjiester ap4 his counsel 
njuch insisted, and end WPUJce4 tP prqye, 
j£pit he di^ not dictate the treasopatye letters 
$g guestioa, because, at (he time they were sup- 
JHPM to be written, and before and after, he 
%sj|t jlisabled in his chamber, the, bishop of St. 
4ttf&* acquainted the House, That at that very 
jflOfture of time, he had received a letter from 
l£a W*hop of Rochester, of his own hand-writ- 
ing. This voluntary evidence, from a person 
of so venerable a character, raised t^e atten- 
tion ef the whole House. But the bishop him* 
seliV father fired with indignation, than daunted 
^y so unexpected a charge, absolutely denied 
tfee fftft, boldly challenged his accuser to pxoye 
if* an4 offered to put the whole trial upon that 
•pgle point. ' 

Tie bishop of St. Asaph still affirmed that 
b* received a letter, which he took to be 
written by the bishop of Rochester himself, 
bom tlje hands of one of his servants, then, at 
the baj ; but being somewhat perplexed as to 
the hoar, and the day, and at the sajqg time 
contradicted by Grant, the bishop of Roches- 
ter's servant, the prisoner, in an exulting man- 
ner, pressed his accuser to produce the letter ip 
ewesMon : which the other not being able to 
fk>, the bishop of Rochester severely animad- 
lf?rte4ppqn him for being so forward tq give 
$^|ch rash evidence, and endeavouring to fix 
ytriury qpon a man of his holy function. 
ThU an%ir being oyer, the Lords, in a grand 



_'hw* . „ 
Committee wf nt through the Bil(, i For inflict- 
' W PW n ® an( ^ penalties on Francis lord bishop 
* ojf Rochester, and, about ten at night, ad- 
jewned to the 15th. 

Debate on the third Heading qf the Bill 
against the Bishop of Rochester.] May 15. 
*Ine Bill was read the third time, and a mo* 
tfcHi being made that the Bid do pass, it occa- 
•itmt&m very warm debate. 

- T^eJlarl Pojulet, who spoke first, shewed 
r (se da*f er of such an extraordinary proceed- 
ing, and urged, Ths^t the swerving Irons the 
fixed rqles, of evidence, and consequently from 
justice, mpst inevitably be attended with the 
most fatal conseqqences to qur excellent con- 
stitution. 

The Bishop of $aH$Mty 9 f sppke next as 
follows : 

My Lordf 5 

. I believe it will be expected that I should say 
something in a case so extraordinary as this is; 
9pd wherein a brother bishop is so nearly con- 
cerned. I beg leqve to begin with taking nq- 
tice qf soma things that were peculiarly ad- 
itressed tq this Bend), both by the reverend 
prelatq, and bis counsel from the h a r. 

The first is, that we would consider how 



* Dfr- John Wynnes translated tp Bath and 
Wefts, on the death of bishop Haoper, 
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he tried in the common course of law, for the 

crimes whereof he is accused id this Inll, it 

must be, either by your lordships, as a member 
' of this house ; or by the judges and a jury in . 

Westminster-hall. I would not at present say 

which, because it would lead me out of the 

way : But in this case, if either your lordships, 

or the judge* below, should pass sentence upon 

Jiira for the treason of which be is here accused, 

that sentence would, ipso facto, deprive him 

of his bishoprick. I shall add no more but this 

one observation, That the way that is now 

taken to deprive him, is the only way that I 

know of, wherein the bishops can have any 

part in the sentence of deprivation. The next 

thing that was suggested from the bar^ parti- 
cularly to this bench, was, That we should conr 

aider well what we are doing, and have a care 

that we do not, by concurring in this bill, 

make our titles to our bishoprics precarious. 

As to this admonition, the answer is very easy; 

That it becomes us, as we have the honour to 

have seats in Parliament, to take care to do 

justice, as, on the one side, to the prisoner, so, 

on the other side, to our king and country : 

and to trust in God, that in so doing we shall 

neither hurt ourselves, nor our successors. 

But, so far as just judges may look to' events, 

the argument seems to me to lie the other way : 
- For 1 , if for want of doing justice against traitors 

to king George, the Pretender should happen 

to prevail, (which God avert) the title of Pro- 
testant bishops is like to be very precarious 

indeed. As to the power of Parliament t6 

pass bills of this kind, the Parliament always 

had it, has frequently- exercised it, and always. 

must have it, it being essential to the very 

being of the supreme power. The lives and 

liberties of every man in England are subject 

to it ; and though the exercise of this power 

may be dangerous to persons, who will venture 

upon treasonable practices, trusting to their 
/ cunning and artifice to skreen them from the 

law, vet I have that confidence in the integrity 

find justice of the crown, and two Houses of 

Parliament, that so long as this example is fol- 
lowed, of giving a full and fair hearing to the 

persons accused, innocent men cannot easily 

suffer; or in all events, that if corruption op 

faction should ever so far prevail, that there 

should be danger to innocenfpersons, it will be 

much easier to corrupt witnesses or juries, or, 

to find other methods to destroy them, than 

it will be to prevail upon a parliament to do it: 

As I am persuaded that, in this particular case, 

had there been any corruption, some other 

method would have been found out, more 

effectually to come at the person concerned, 

than this is like to do. 

The last particular that the bishop peculiarly 

addressed to the bench, was, That we would 

consider the word's of St. Paul to Timothy; 

' against an elder receive not an accusation, 

* but before^ two or three witnesses/ The 

sense of which words his lordship understood 

to be, That an accusation should not be so 

much as received against an elder or presbyter, 



and much less against a bishop, but upon the 
oaths of two or three witnesses. In answer to 
this, I beg leave to observe, that our traoslatioa 
renders the word, not, upon the oaths; hut, he- 
fore two or three witnesses : which teems to 
import a very different sense from that his 
lordship puts upon them. But, net to enter 
into any critical examination of the truth of oar 
translation, or what , the real sense of the 
words is, I only make these two short observa- 
tions : First, That the sense the bishop pots 
upon them, that an accusation against a pres- 
byter or bishop, must not be so much as re- 
ceived into court, but upon the oaths of two or 
more witnesses, is not practised in the church 
of England ; and, I believe, never was prac- 
tised in any christian church whatever. The 
second observation is, That whatever be the 
sense of these words, it regards only the con- 
duct of a bishop towards his presbyters; bat 
certainly was never intended to give a law to 
the supreme power of a kingdom, in its pro- 
ceedings in cases - of high treason, against eny 
subject whatsoever. • But the bishop urges 
further, that the Jewish law did require at least 
two or more witnesses in all judicial proceed- 
ings ; and from thence infers, that it ought to 
be so amongst us. To this it may be replied, 
that is a part of the judicial law of the Jews, 
which was not given to us, and therefore doth 
not oblige us any more than the rest of that 
law doth, except where the reason of the thing 
lays an obligation upon us. But indeed, I am 
of opinion, that that law doth oblige us, so far 
as it was intended to oblige them, and so far as 
it can be adapted to the infinite variety ef 
cases, that must happen in judicial matters. 
That law is very short, and therefore mast 
leave many questions that may be made about 
it undetermined : I shall take notice of these 
two ouly; The first is, Whether the meaning 
of it be, that all controversies and accusations 
whatever, must be determined by witnesses 
and no other way ? Or, whether upon sup- 
position that the matter be, to be determined 
solely by witnesses, and no light can be 
brought to it any other way: that then the 
witnesses must be at least two; the second is, 
whether those witnesses must swear directly to 
the fact: For instance, that' they saw such a 
man murder another, or the like ; or whether 
frroay not besufficient that they swear to such 
circumstances, as infer a strong and violent 
presumption, that such a fact was committed 
by such a person ? These things are left 
undetermined in that short law of the Jews ; 
but are sufficiently. determined by the nature 
of the thing ; and by the laws of , all nations, 
and particularly of our own. It is true in- 
deed, that in cases of high*treason, we hare 
from political considerations determined, that 
there must be two positive witnesses, to some 
one or more overt acts of the same treason.; 
but, as to all other crimes, that equally affect 
the lives and estates of all the subjects of 
England, this is not the case ; and men may by 
law lose their lives, when there is not so much 
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us one positive witness to the fact. I beg leave 
to explain this in the words of my lord chief 
justice Coke, (1 Instit. fbl. 6.) 4 When a trial is 
by witnesses regularly, the affirmative ought 
' to be proved by two or three witnesses;— 
' but when the trial is by verdict of twelve 
4 men, there the judgment is not given upon 
' witnesses, or other kind of evidences, but 
' opon the verdict ; and upon such evidence as 
' is given to the jury, they give their verdict ; 
9 — — and many times juries, together with 
* either matter, are much induced by presump- 
' tions.' And indeed, if no man could be con- 
victed of murder or robbery, or other crimes of 
that nature, buf*by two positive witnesses that 
saw the fact done, nothing would be easier or 
safer, than the commission of those crimes ; 
and no man could have any security, either for 
his person or his estate : And therefore, if in 
cases of high-treason our law requires positive 
witnesses, it is not from any moral necessity, 
or point of conscience ; but from political 
reasons, which must, and always will be, sub- 
ject to the judgment of parliament. 

Having now done with what was from the 
bar peculiarly applied to this bench, I now beg 
your lordships' leave to proceed more directly 
to the bill kself. 

And here two things are necessary to be 
considered, in order to convince your lordships, 
that it is a bill fit to he passed. The first is, 
the lawfulness of it ; the second is, the pru- 
dence or expediency of it. As to the lawful- 
ness of it, iiLwill be necessary also to consider, 
first, Whetner your manner of proceeding in 
this bill be lawful ? Secondly, Whether the 
bishop be really guilty of the crimes charged 
upon him. ' 

As to the manner of proceeding, many 
things have been objected ; That it is by way 
of bill, and not a trial in the course of law ; 
That evidence has been admitted, that would 
not have beenadmitted in any of our courts ; 
That these things are contrary to the liberty of 
the subject ; That every subject has a right to 
the laws of his country : and that he has an 
injury done him, if he be denied the benefit of 
them t This I take to be the sum of what has 
been objected against the justice of your pro- 
ceedings in this bill. 

In answer to these objections, I beg leave to 
consider, first, wherein the liberty of England 
consists^ which is a point commonly pretty 
much mistaken. Many people are apt to 
imagine, that the difference betwixt us and 
some of our neighbouring countries, is, that 
{hey are under absolute power, and we are not; 
whereas in truth all countries, that are supreme 
within themselves, have equally an absolute 
power 5 and in the nature of the thing it can- 
not possibly be otherwise': No government can 
subsist, if there be not a power m it, to change, 
to abrogate, to suspend, or dispense with its 
h\wsj as necessity or conveniency shall require, 
which is what we call absolute power ; and 
therefore, the difference betwixt one govern- 
snem and another, floes not He in this, that one 



has such a power and the other has not ; bat 
lies merely in the difference of the hands, in 
which this power is placed; where this is 
placed in one hand, in the king, we caH that 
ah absolute monarchy s Where this is hot solely 
in the king, but only as he acts in con- 
junction with the states of the kingdom, that 
we call a limited monarchy ; and the people 
that live under such government, are called 
a free people; because they live under set 
laws, which could not at first be made, nor can 
afterwards be altered, or dispensed with, but 
by their own consent : However, there is still 
in such countries, a power, equally above all 
their laws, as there is in the most absolute' mo- 
narchy hi the world. What I have said upon 
this first head, will in a great measure explain a 
second question : What that right is, which the 
subjects of this country have to its ' laws? 
Which is in short, a right to claim the benefit 
of them against the crown, or any court acting 
und'er the crown, till the states of the kingdom, 
(which are virtually every man in the king- 
dom) think fit to consent to the alteration of 
them. The king is indeed supreme, but his 
power is-only according to the laws in being ; 
by them he is bound to act, and if any of his 
officers act contrary to them, what they do is 
null and void ; and they are punishable for it; 
and the subjects have a claim of right against 
them : But if the king and his people think 
fit to come to a new agreement to alter any 
such law, there is an end of all claim of right in 
the subject : The claim is taken away by their 
own consent ; for, as I said before, every man 
in the kingdom virtually consents to what is 
done by an act of parliament. And there is 
an absolute necessity, that there should be such 
a power as this in every country ; for the state 
of human affairs is so changeable, that it does 
not admit of any set of unalterable laws. 
What is good at one time may be destructive at 
another; and what is generally good, may, 
under particular circumstances, require a dis- 
pensation by a proper authority, And .here, 
give me leave to observe to your lordships, the 
difference there is betwixt the eternal laws of 
justice and righteousness, and all positive laws 
whatever. That as to the first, we are made 
for them, and the nearer we do in all things 
conform to them, the more noble and lovely, 
and excellent creatures we are : But as to 
positive laws, they are all made for as ; and 
the more they conform to us, the more they 
obviate* all our wants sand difficulties ; the 
more they answer to all our necessities, the 
better they are. 

As to what is complained of, that your lord- 
ships have admitted evidence to be read, that 
would not have been admitted in the courts 
below. I conceive, that acting in the capacity 
you now do, you have a full power 10 do it, and 
have not broken any of the general rules of 
justice by it. You' have let in all the light, ' 
that you thought might be proper to give you a 
fell knowledge of the matter; and in the ca- 
pacity yoa sow act, I cannot but humbly be of 
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}akep up the secoqd tyne, he offered severaj 
sums of noney to the people of the. bqqse where 



•pinion, was your duty to do to; butiq 
forming of your judgments, I take for graetedL 
|))at yqur lordships will distinguish, aqd lay ftp 
more weight upon any thing tl^au i( deserves. 

to the rule^ of receiving evidence i* VVest- 
{niu?ter-hall, I conceive, that t(iey ace no par$ 
of natural justice, but only artificial rule* fretq- 
ed for coqveiqency, and bind uo courts, but as 
(hey baye agreed to them* qui so are become; 
the customs of the court. That these rules 
ere no part of natural justice appears from 
hence, that even among ourselves tbey are 
different io different courts : that those used iq 
Our courts, are very different from those used iq 
other countries : that tbey diner here, accord-, 
iog (p the different causes or crimes that are to 
t>e trjed, IS ay, (he^ are so far from being fun-: 
^u^ental parts of justice, tha( they must re- 
quire a good deal of time aqd art to form. them. 
£qq; I am persuaded, that ^as a person, of gQqd 
Natural sense, who knows uotbing of the law,, 
asked his opinion, he would be apt (q think it 
to be a^art of natural justice, that every per- 
apn that prosecuted a cause in any court, should 
bq at liberty to produce* before that court what- 
ever be thought material to ' hi* cause : and 
there is no doubt but that this was the original 
yvaj of jwoceeding; but that iq process of time, 
fRhen courts came to have a good deal of bus>- 
£ess, and they found by experience, that this 
way of layiqg every thing before thetq, tended 
to lengthen causes (which was especially incon- 
venient where juries are concerned., who must 
end a cause tefpre tbey part) these rules were 
gradually found put, which, though tbey may 
be generally convenient yet may sometimes 
hinder justice, by not suffering all the light 
jo come iuto the court that may be material in 
the cause. 

| now come to. consider the second and main 
point of justice to be regarded in this bill, 
yfhich, is, Whether the hishop be guilty, or qqt, 
of (foe treasonable practices charged upon him 
in it : and in this I shall be the shorter, because 
your lordships have heard the evidence on both 
sides, and aJJ that has been said from the bar 
J>y both sides upon it. 

The cause of Kelly is so connected with thai 
of the Bishop, that X mq# beg leave to, speak a 
few. words to (he one, before I proceed to the 
other. As to Kelly, I would observe, in the 
first place, that on? strong presumption of his 
guilt is, That when he was nrs) taken up he re- 
sisted the officers ; (hat he seised his sword and 
sqme papers (hat had been taken away .from 
him, and was resolute tq hum those papers, 
though with the apparent hazard of his own 
life ; aqd being guilty of the murder of one of 
, (he officers that had *ei?ed birq. Io the next 
plaqe, it is prpved* Tbftt after tje mas taken up, 
the people at bi^ lodging* burned the rest of 
his papers ; a, plain evidence, tbaj. tbey who 
fcuew his manner of life and. conversation, sus- 
pected tb,at he was guiky ; end this is agreeable 
to wha| Neyqo* told the Chance Hp? of the 
Ewhaqqer, tba( there was at (ha( time a gene* 
f al bjif «f papers. Thirdly, Ap9#w x }fl*r 



be ^as. iii cuslody^ to suffer bin) to escape : 
these things J mention, not as fell proofs of bit 
guilt, bu( as strong presumptioos, tbat roaite 
every (byigelse (bat is sworn a^iqtt him very 
credible. The cfoief evidences, of his guilt, qre 
a great number of intercepted letters, both 
from him and to him, containing treasonable 
quitters : those from him, axe, by several wjt- 
qesses, proved to be his hand-writing, partial* 
larly by the officers of the post- office ? who took 
(hem aqd transcribed them ; and as to those tq 
him, several witnesses have proyeu, that he 
gave orders at several public houses to take 
them in when they came from the post ; tbqt h« 
hi uiself received them frpra theqee, q#gned and 
read them, -ftnq* it is alsq (urt^er proved, that 
answers were returned to them in hjs own, 
h,and-wriiiog. These things I take to be plain 
and strong evidences of his, guilt. 

^3 tq the person concerned in this bill, tbqugb 
it be a great trouble to me to think, that any 
bishop of this church should he guilty of so foul 
a crimes tQ *t objected to him; yet I cannr^ 
but be of opiniuq, th^t if he be refdly guilty, 
the interest of our church, as well as justice (d 
our Jt(ng and country, do require that be should 
be convicted and ounished. Afld iodee4 1 can- 
not but be of opinion, (ha,t whoever believes, 
Kel|y to be guilty, mast believe the bi$bop to 
he guilty tpq, f shall not insist upon what it, 
called hearsay evidence, though there he a grea$ 
deal of it against the bishop, only must observe, 
thai the cpfiduct of a Protestant bishop ru.us> 
have beeq very odd and unaccountable, if be be 
innocent ; that so many Jacobites fas have done 
in this case) should declare, that they not only 
esteejqed him to be in the plot, bu£ (q ^e tfef 
chief conductor of it. It is howjever fit to say 
something as to the case of $f eynoe, because 
the bis(iop and his counsel have tajten qp sq 
much of your Iprdships* time, aqd projucqd sp 
rqany presses to prove him n knave. { did 
indeed myself always thin^ him, to be a knave, 
and t^at nothing that he said was to fee Vfcerejd 
tnerely upon b,is authority; but on the q(b,er 
side, the testimony of the greatest iq the 

world may be taken against himself $ and tbey 
themselves have proved thaj he was a Jacobite, 
qnd thoroughly iq that interest, even wheq he 
was making some discoveries against them j 
ai id therefore what bf says in thai r^sp^ct bears; 
sqme weight, as being agaiqst persons wbona 
he favoured, apd would hqrt as, little as, possible ; 
sqme other things that be said' are also cos^ 
firmed by concurrent circqqastances, and other 
disqqveriej ; and these may h,ave their weight, 
though he were never so great a knave. 
qf (r^e things tha( be said 10 his confejsi^^vfae f 
That he freqqeqtly w^q( wi(b Kelly (o the 
bishop Of Rochester's, aqd left hiq> there (af 
ft^Hi tpW torn) tq write fcs letters. Th» if 
cpqCrmed by a credih)^ witness at you/ baf, 
wbo sheers, tba t fyj qoe us^d to. be frequetutj 
at % hoqsq, aqd *qjd hue, ^t MWf * 
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that reads it will easily be persuaded", that it is 
hot the natural atid ordinary Way of writing of 
any person, but a disguised hand like, print, 
except onlV some few jetters, Which escaped 
the care of the writer, and are very like those 
of the bishop : But, after a long; examination, 
it appears plainly, that the seals are the same, 
and that the one could not fee eduuterfeited 
from the other, because the first letter Was 
Originally taken with the seal brbken, and Was 
in the possession of the House of Commons 
when the second letter was taken upon" the 
bishop's servant : It appears plainly by this 
letter to "Dubois, that the person who wrote Is 
was in a secret and dangerous correspondency 
that he was an acquaintance of Mr. Johtasbft w 
Kelly ; that he received letters bV his hand, 
and wrote ah answer in his band. How far all 
these circumstances, taken together, prove tbe 
bishop to be the author of this letter, 1 sabrtiit 



four times, that he waited there for a sensible 
ingenious gentleman/ that was gone about bu- 
siness to the bishop of Rochester : he did not 
indeed tell him the name, but the thing seems 
to me to look stronger than if he had, because 
it would have looked more like a piece of art 
and contrivance to have told the name of a 
man, whom he knew to be gone to tfle bishop 
kbout a criminal correspondence. I only beg 
leave to take notice of one thing mbre relating 
toNeynoe; the bishop's witnesses have fully 
proved' that Neynoe told them, that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had given him several 
Sums of money, to endeavour to get out of 
Kelly the explication of the cant names that 
were used in the correspondence, and that he 
had promised him much greater sums, if he 
would go to France and get it out of Dillon, 
and the Jacobites there : the inference from 
which I take to be very plain, that the court 
did not then know who the' persons were that 
were designed by those cant names, and that 
they did believe that Kelly did know, and that 
Dillon and the Jacobites in trance knew too ; 
which effectually and fully confutes the sugges- 
tion of the bishop, of Which he did hot bring 
the least proof, that the plot was a contrivance 
of persons in power. 

The next thing I beg leave to take notice of 
relating to the bishop, is a letter, taken among 
bis papers, from a lady of great quality, of 
which the bishop, though it was objected to him 
by the counsel tor the bill, has taken no notice, 
which I conceive he would and ought to nave 
done,, had it been possible to give any fair 
'account of if. The lady (the dutchess of Or- 
nioncL) in that letter tells him, * That she sent 
something that she had received, she could not 
tell for whom, but let it be for whom it would, 
she thought he might be trusted, aiid that it 
could not be put into better hands a strong 
Suspicion this, considering all circumstances, 
that here was a correspondence by cant names, 
which the lady did not certainly know, but be- 
lieved the bishop might; or however, that he 
was, in all events, a person to be trusted. k 

Another very suspicious circumstance against 
the bishop, is, the letters from captain Hal- 
stead: and; what has been proved at your bar, 
jthat this same captain Halstead, a little before 
fce went in his ship to fetch over the duke of 
Ormorid, waited upon the bishop, and stayed 
with him ah hour. This thing indeed directly 
proves nothing, but, all things considered, is 
very suspicious ; and the more so, because the 
bishop has given no account, either of his ac- 
quaintance with him in general, or of the par- 
ticular reason of that visit, at a time that leaves 
so much ground to suspect the worst, 'the 
jpext particular that deserves your lordships 9 
^consideration, is, the letter to Dubois, found 
#mong the bishop's papers when he was taken 
ttij>, and sealed with die same seal with that let- 
jfcer taken upon the bishop's servant, which he 
^conifesseth to be his own band-writing. It is 
not indeed proved that the letter to DuWs is 
the haqd- writing of the bishop, but any body . ships have 



bishop L. ..... .... ^ , - - -v- 

to your lordships' judgment j for my part, I 
thipk they do, especially considering, that thfc 
bishop has given no account of it. 




name of jones, another by the* hfeme 6t 
ton, the third by the feifre* wj^tfce 
decypherers expUin hf the letter it : Ttenrst 
directed td Mr. Ghivers, or Dilidh, the seconcl 
to Mr. Musgrave, or lord Mar, the third to fitf. 
Jackson, or the Pretender. 

It may b£ proper, before I takfc notice of the 
proofs, that the bishop did fealty dictate^ these 
letters, to take notice olf ah objection with re- 
spect to the time ; the letters are dated' the SOth 
of April, and the bishop has produced iive or 
six of his servants, who swear, that about that 
time he was so very ill, that he could not write 
himself, and that he did not see* any person to 
whom he could dictate these letters. To this it 
may be replied, that it does not appear that all 
the servants which the bishop then had, were 
produced before your lordships ; and you can- 
not but be sensible, that treasonable practices 
are commonly carried oh in a very secret way ; 
and it appears that the bishop^s corresp6nder.ee 
with Kelly has been so carried on ; for though 
there is plain evidence, that they were frequent- 
ly together, and that fbe^ were acquainted, Is 
confessed both by the bishop and "Kelly, yet 
scarce any one of the servants produced would 
confess that ever they had seer) Kelly, or heard 
of the name of Johnson, which was the name 
by which he went. In the next place, none of 
these witnesses prove that the bishop was so 
bad that he could see no company, till about 
the 16th or 17th of April-; and It is very pro- 
bable, that the letters mast have been dictated 
so long, ff not longer, before the 90ft b, oh which 
they are dated, because Kelly was to trahscrit^ 
ana put them into cypher, which is a wori of 
time and care ; and perhaps, aftei: alt tbey 
might be designedly post-dated, that the bishop 
€n ding, him sejjf going into a great & ofthe gouu 
might have all that to pl£ad which jrotir Tora- 
hips have heard, if the matter should ever lie 
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sailed in question. Upon ail these considera- 
tions, I cannot but think it very clear, that the 
bishop might Jiave dictated these letters : We 
are now therefore to examine whether he did 
or no. 

The first thing that brought light into this 
matter, was the small accident of a dog being 
sent from France, which by the intercepted let- 
ters, appeared to be sent to one that went by 
the names of Jones and Illington. When Mrs. 
Barnes was examined before the council, upon 
Kelly's being taken up, she was upon the re- 
serve, and would confess nothing that she 
thought might tend any way to hurt Kelly, but 
being asked about this little dog, wlio it was for, 
the readily answered, that Kelly had told her, 
^t was for the bishop of Rochester, which she 
lias since confirmed by oath at the bar of this 
House. This little accident, not suspected at 
the time of the discovery to be of any conse- 
quence, has given occasion since to look into 
so many circumstances, as plainly bring the 
natter home to the bishop. And indeed, if all 
the particulars in the intercepted letters be 
compared with those things that are in proof 
with respect to the bishop, I believe your lord- 
ships will be of opinion, that they cannot all 
belong to any one person in the world besides 
himself. In the first place, since k is proved 
that Kelly wrote these letters, the person who 
dictated them must have been an acquaintance 
of Kelly's ; it is confessed on all hands that the 
bishop was so. In the next place,' it is implied 
in one of the intercepted letters, that the person 
that went by the name of Jones and Illington 
was a clergyman ; so far still agrees to the 
bishop. Again, this person is mentioned in all 
the intercepted letters, as a person of great con- 
sequence and credit, upon whose advice the 
party very much depend : And indeed the very 
manner and air of writing the three letters 
plainly shew, that the person who wrote them 
thought himself so ; this also agrees with all 
the other discoveries about the bishop. "Were 
there no otheroarticulars but these, it will be 
bard to imagine that they could well belong to 
any other person ; but if we consider farther, 
1 that this Jones or Illington came to town such 
a day of the month, went out of town suoh ano- 
ther day of the month, came back again to 
town such another day, was himself sick at such 
a time, that his wife was sick at such another 
time, and that she died at such a time; 
all which are an evidence wiih respect to the 
bishop ; if we do, I say, Consider all these cir- 
cnmstances together, it will plainly appear, that 
they can belong to no other man in the world 
but the bishop. 

After this, I humbly apprehend nothing need 
"be said ; however I beg leave just to mention 
something relating to the letter that was taken 
upon the bishop's servant ; by the whole air of 
which letter, ft looks as coming from a person 
who did not esteem himself to be innocent, but 
who thought that nothing could be legally 
proved against him; and therefore there is not 
tot word of bis innocence in it, which is the 



first thought that most naturally baVe come 
into the head of any one that really was so ; 
he writes wholly with the air of a man that ftad 
been used to intrigues; speaks of the' concern 
that his friends shoulcl have for htm and the 
cause 1 ; discourses largely about the £incT of 
evidence that was against him ; takes notice in 

K articular what cannot affect him, c If'iaays 
e 'the Narrative' or Report f relates chiefly to 
' Neynoe's, Semple's and Layer's affairs, so far 
' it cannot affect me, for I never heard of tfie 
c names of either of the three, till after this 
( plot broke out.' It is plain by these words, 
that he did not then know what was in the 
Narrative against him,"hut !it* is very sure that 
neither Neynoe, nor Sempte, $or Layer could 
affect him. Could an innocent man have thus 
distinguished, and could not they have affected 
him as much as any body else, if he realty was 
innocent ? Nothing can affect such a person 
but forgery, and that may come from any 
quarter; but in the whole letter he does not 
express the least suspicion of forgery ; and yet 
this is the first thought that must naturally hare 
come into the head of an innocent person. I 
beg leave to hint at this one thing more, that 
as he says that these three persons could not 
affect him, because he never knew them ; so 
accordingly they have not affected him, or said 
any thing of their own knowledge about him: 
which is one good evidence, that what is said 
against him is not forged but real. 

Having spoken to the justice, I shall be 
shorter upon the next head, which is the ex L 
pediency or prudence of this bill. Had there 
been what we call legal evidence against the 
party concerned, your lordships, I take for 
granted, would not easily have gone into this 
extraordinary method of proceeding; for though 
it cannot be doubted but that the Parliament 
have this power, whenever they think proper 
to make use of it, yet I do agree* with the noble 
Lords, that it is a power not fit to be used 0 , 
but where and when the public good requires 
we should use it, whieh I humbly conceive is 
the case at present. A most dangerous plot 
against the government has been discovered; a 
great number of letters and papers relating to 
it, have been laid before the two Houses Of 
Parliament; these have been printed and pub* 
lished by order of both Houses : 'The eyes not 
only of our own country, but -of all Europe, 
are upon us to see what v<e will do, though the 
evidence of a plot in general be as clear as the, 
light, and the evidence against several particu- 
lar persons very plain; yet, as our laws lire, it 
is not what weV;all legal evidence ; the parties 
concerned will make no confession, and we hare 
not the methods nsed in all other countries, to 
extort confessions from them : What then ? 
Shall we see our king and country in danger, 
and do nothing for them ? Shall conspirators go 
on with total impunity, only becanse they are ob- 
stinate, and artificially skreen themselves behind 
the law ? I doubt, my Lords, that if this prove 
the case, we shall appear ridiculous in the eyes 
of all the world ; that ow friends and enemies* 1 
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%o\h at home and abroad, will think that we 
liave no zeal for the, preservation of our king 
~ and government ; and if once they do think 
SO, your lordships cannot but be all sensible, how 
this roust encourage our enemies and discou- 
rage our friends, and bring us into that con- 
temptible state, in which no government was 
ever long supported. 

. But a noble Irtrd (lord Cowper) has been 
pleased to observe, that the. best way to serve 
the government, is to do popular things, and by 
that to procure the love of the people.. I per- 
fectly agree in this, and cannot but be of opi- 
nioi^ that this government has done so, as far 
as it has been able : our religion has been pre- 
served ; justice has been equally administered 
to all sorts of people ; none of our rights or 
liberties have been invaded ; we have lived in 

teace at home, while mauy other countries 
ave suffered all the miseries of war ; these ure, 
or I run sure should be, esteemed popular 
things: And if some other things, which might 
Lave been for the good of the people, have not 
been done, it has been the fault of those that 
complain most, and not of the government. 
And if there be discontents now in the king- 
dom, it is plain that the foundation of them 
was, laid long ago by tire enemies to our present 
.happy settlement : For I am persuaded, that 
the discontents were higher and greater within 
four months after the king came' to England, 
and shewed themselves much more, in a num- 
ber of rebellious riots and tumults, than any 
thing that appears at present, and yet nothing 
then could be objected to the government, but 
that some persons were not preferred, who 
both before and since have made it too plain 
thqt they were not fit to be trusted. But as it 
is the duty of those injaower, to do all the po- 
pular things they caji ; so, I must beg leave to 
pbserye, that it is the duty of all the subjects, 
(and the greater they are the more it is their 
duty)'toput the best interpretation upon the 
actions of the government, that things will 
bear,; not to .misrepresent ; not to put false 
colours upon things ; and much more not to 
invent lie* and slanders, and disperse them up 
/and down, the kiugdom, in order to alienate the 
Affections. of the people:' These things have 
been done, and done with great care and di- 
ligence, and by, some too, who would take it 
very ill to be called Jacobites* These are the 
chief causes of the disaffection among us, and 
indeed of all the real grievances we labour un- 
jder. Is .the king forced to put the nation to 
charges, to. keep up a greater number of forces 
than otherwise would be needful f It is entirely 
owing to this cause. Are our debts not paid ? 
Is our credit not so good as we would be glad 
to have it ! Let this artificial raising of discon- 
tents once cease, and these things will quickly 
mend of themselves. Indeed, were this a time 
for it, I think it might plainly be proved, that 
Jthe debts we labour under had never been con- 
tracted, but for this absurd discontented hu- 
mour i Nay, it js to this, that we entirely owe 
the danger we are in from this very plot-; for it 
Vol. VIII. 



is plain from all the intelligence we have about 
it, that it was carried on upon the confidence 
that all discontented persons were Jacobites ; 
and though the conspirators d»tl in this greatly 
deceive themselves; yet it is certain, that they 
built -their hopes upon this foundation. 

But it is farther said by the same noble lord, 
that this extraordinary way of- proceeding will 
not procure ftiends to the king; but will rather 
anger and provoke, and so hurt his interest in- 
stead of helping it. To this I answer, that I 
do indeed suspect, that many people will be 
angry ; as I hear that the Jacobites through 
the kingdom are : A plain evidence this, that 
they do not think that the friends' of king 
George are worrying one another ; for they 
would not be angry at that. Those that most 
desire to destroy our liberties, are become, upon 
this occasion, the great patrols of liberty ; as 
indeed they.hate been in a great measure ever 
siuce the Revolution, when any thing has been 
proposed for the support of the government. 
No sooner were their schemes of arbitrary 
power in the time of king James overturned, 
and a new government settled which they did 
not like, but they, in order to destroy i(, set 
themselves against every thing that was neces- 
sary for its defence, under Che colour of liberty ; 
that is, they desired to have their own bands as 
loose as possible, to hurt it ; and the hands of 
the government as much tied up as possible, 
that i^should not be able, either to hurt them, 
or defend itself. Thus at present, they clamour 
against the additional forces, though establish- 
ed by Parliament ; and against nil methods, ei- 
ther to discover or punish the conspiracy.. And 
they judge right in this for their cause, because, 
if they could have carried these points to their 
mind, they might then, be more free in carrying , 
on their plots, and with less danger put them 
in execution. For these reasons I take for 
granted, that all these people will be angry ; . 
but I cannot but be of opinion that it is much 
better they should be angry with us for defend- 
ing ourselves, than that they should, first, sneer 
at us, as. fools for neglecting our defence, and 
then be able more easily to undo us.. 

As to others, that possibly may be displeased 
at what we are now doing, 1 would hope, that 
a little time and consideration will set them 
right, and convince them, that it is not only 
just, but (all things considered) necessary to "be 
done; because, it the Parliament do, upon this 
occasion, shew their aeal in the defence of the 
government, it will animate and give courage 
to the friends of it, both at home and abroad. 
Foreign .'powers. wiJl be apt to court the friend- 
ship of a prince, at the head of a mighty king- 
dom, if they see, that he and his posterity are 
like to continue' there : All the affairs of the 
kingdom, which respect tbera, will be managed 
with more ease, with more honour, and with 
less expence; and they will be inclined, not to 
tbment, but to discover plots, if they come to 
their knowledge. But on the contrary, if we 
give them any, reasons to suspect, that we lo^ok 
Another way, they, will quickly do so too, and 
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fitrive which shall be for ward est to help the 
Pretender to involve us in blood and ruin. 
And as to the subjects at home, I would only 
observe, that all mankind are apt to shew most 
seal for a government, when they thrak it safe, 
and like to stand, and be able to protect them : 
But to suspect the contrary, is a most danger- 
bos temptation to the fidelity of subjects, as 
has been seen by the experience of all ages. 
And therefore I hope, that your lordships will, 
by, your unanimity and zeal in this matter, 
effectually convince the world, that the danger 
does and shall lie, in opposing, and not in de- 
fending the present government. 

I hope what I have been saying, has con- 
vinced your lordships, both of the justice and 
prudence of this bill ; give me leave to ob- 
/•erve, that your moderation has been very 
peat too, both in giving so full and fair a hear- 
ing, and in making the penalties to much 
less than the crimes deserve. It is not above 
a year since the Plot was first discovered ; a 
Plot of a most desperate nature, to seize the 
persons of the king and prince, and to bring 
m a Popish Pretender upon us. The execution 
of which, was to be begun by seizing the-Tower, 
and attacking the city of London on all sides ; 
and was thence to spread itself into all parts of 
the kingdom. Lord ! what 4 confusion, what 
murders; what plundering; what burnings 
must this have caused ? Whatever had been 
the issne, the very attempt must probably have 
occasioned the sacking and burning of this great 
City : The utter loss at once af all public cre- 
dit: The murder of infinite numbers of peo- 
ple : The astonishment aud amazement, and 
undoing of almost all, but, of those vile wretches 
who would have bad the plundering of all 



sides: If it had gone on, bow many of the no- 
ble lords that I now see, would have been be- 
fore this in (heir graves ?' But I forbear going 
any further in this tragical representation,, and 
desire only to observe, that though it has been 
discovered about a year, how very tittle of it We 
yet know ; and I do appeal to your lordships' 
consideration, who know the state of the world 
very well, whether there be any country in it, 
either bond or free, which, had they discovered 
but a fifth part of what we know of a plot of 
this nature, would not ia a week's time, have 
found means to get to the bottom of it. How- 
ever, my lords, I still commend your modera- 
tion, and do hope, that we shall never find 
reason to repent of it, and that this Tittle which 
is now doing, will be a warning to conspirators 
not to provoke further the patience ot an in- 
jured nation. I doubt not but upon this, and 
all other occasions, your lordships will be ready 
to stand by a wise, and a good, and a merciful 
prince, and that you will, according to your 
oaths, defend him against all treasons, and 
traiterous conspiracies whatsoever. And in the 
last place, give me t leave as a Christian and a 
Protestant bishop, to hope you will do your 
best that a Popish Pretender may never be set 
at the fiead^of this Protestant church: one, 
win must think himself bound kr> conscience to 



destroy it» and, instead of that pure religion 
which we now enjoy, bring in horrible super* 
stition and idolatry, nousense and tyranny, at- 
tended with all the sad calamities, which Po- 
pish princes always have brought, and always 
must bring upon Protestant countries. 

The Bishop of Chester* spoke next, and 
owned, That extraordinary proceedings may be 
recurred to, upon extraordinary occasions* *o4 
when they are evidently necessary for the pre- 
servation of the state ; but that this was very 
far from the present case, since the conspiracy, 
in which the bishop of Rochester was charged 
to have had a share, had been discovered and 
disappointed long before. He. was answered 
by. the Bishop of Lincoln,* to whom 

The Duke of Wharton replied as follows : 
My Lords, 

Some words which have fallen from the re- 
verend prelate who spoke last, have made it, in 
some measure, accessary for me to trouble 
your lordships with the reasons that induced me 
to differ with him in opinion, and to give my 
negative to the bill now depending before us. 

If I do not misunderstand his lordship (and 
if I should mistake his meaning, I hope he will 
set me right) he was pleased to say, " That per- 
sous without doors would be apt to cast dif- 
ferent reflections on the particular behaviour of 
every lord this day ; That those who were for 
the passing of this bill, would be accused cf 
malice and partiality, and those who were of 
contrary sentiments, would be branded with 
disaffection to the present happy establish- 
ment." 

For my part, I am far from thinking, that 
considerations of this nature will have the 
least weight with any of your lordships, and am 
very certain, that every one, who gives his vote 
on this important occasion, has attended, with 
the greatest care, to the evidence that has been 
given at your bar, which is the foundation of 
this day's debate. 

The proofs that have been brought to sup- 
port the oharge, and the Bishop's defence, are 
to be thoroughly considered ; and when your 
lordships proceed according to the rules of jus- 
tice, you will not fear nor value any conse- 
quences which may attend the discharging of 
your duty. 

So far I will venture to affirm, that the best 
way to shew our zeal to his Majesty and the 
present government, is to act, in all cases, both 
in our judicial and legislative capacities, with 
that honour and impartiality, as ought to flou- 
rish in this great council of the nation. 

I could have wished the nobhe lords who 
have given their reasons for the passing* this 
extraordinary law; would have entered into the 
particular circumstances of this case, and con- 
sidered it singly on its own merits, but instead 
of speaking on that head, I cannot but take no- 
tice, that they have wandered from that, which 
ought to have been their only consideration, 

* Dr. Gastrel f Dr.Gibsok 
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into learned discoursed on bills of this nature id 
general. 

I shall net trouble this House with any. ar^ 
gHments against attainders: many lords, of 
greater weight and abilities than myselfj have, 
already spoke fuliy to this point in the pre- 
ceding debates. ' 

I shall only so far agree with the reverend 
prelate who spoke before me, that it it proper, 
6neb a power of punishing by bill should be 
Wted in the legislature to be exercised on ex- 
traordinary emergencies ; but then I must add; 
if ever that power is abused, if ever it is em- . 
ployed to destroy innocent persons, it is evi- 
dent that the lives, liberties, and fortunes of 
every subject in Britain are in the utmost dan- 
ger and liable to be sacrificed to the fury of a 
party. It has been admitted, that every bill 
of pains and penalties is to stand upon its own 
bottom ; and that the passing of one act of 
this nature, is not to be brought as a prece- 
dent for the supporting of another, unless there 
convincing evidence to enforce each case. 
And therefore the proper consideration now 
before us, is, whether the evidence offered 
fcgaanst the unfortunate prelate is sufficient to 
induce your lordships to believe him' guilty of 
the heavy crimes of which he stands accused ? 
My Lords, 

I shall take the liberty of considering the 
whole proofs that have been brought on this 
occasion, both by way of charge, defence, re- 
ply, and rejoinder; and though I own myself 
very unequal to this task, yet, since no other 
lord, who could do it much better, has under- 
taken it, I think it my duty, as a peer, and as 
an Englishman, to lay it before your lordships 
in the Desjt manner I am able. 

The method I shall observe, for the more 
clear stating of the case, shall be to lay every 
particular branch of evidence before you, and 
to distinguish the several parts of the accusa- 
tion, and consider them separately, to avoid 
confusiofi,' and to be the more exact in what I 
have to offer. 

I hope I shall have your lordships' indul- 
gence for taking up so much, of your time as 
this will require, but I assure you I shall en* 
deavour to be as brief as the nature of the 
thing will admit, and will intrude on your pa- 
tience as little as possible. 

I* must also desire your lordships will, par- 
don me, if I repeat several arguments that 
have been used by the counsel at thetbar, and 
if I even mention some things which fell from 
me in the debate on Mr. Kelly's bill, whose 
case is very much interwoven with the present, 
so that it is almost impossible to avoid it. 

Before I go any farther", I cannot but say, 
chat were these crimes plainly proved against 
the bishop of Rochester, his sacred function 
and station in the church would be aggravations 
.of bis guilt: but, as this is certain on the one 
hand, so, on the other, your lordships will re- 
ejoire ye'ry clear demonstration before you can 
think it possible for a bishop of the Protestant 
*b*rob, who has signalized bimsdf in defence 



of the Reformation, and the only one of that 
bench where he had lately the honour of sitting, 
that ever wrote in favour of Martin Luther,- 
[See the Bishop's Defence, p. to engage 
into a conspiracy, for introducing Popery and 
arbitrary power amongst us. 
.My Lords, 

The counsel for the Bjll opened- the charge 
with acquainting the House, that it was only 
to be supported by producing of decyphered 
letters, full of fictitious names and cant words j 
they were so very fair as to confess, they had 
not one living witness that could charge the 
Bishop with any thing, nor even so much as a 
letter under his own hand ; therefore,, on the 
first view, this manner of condemning on such 
kind of evidence, ought to require our utmost 
caution, lest we should establish a method, 
which our enemies may hereafter take to de- 
stroy the greatest and most innocent subject in 
the kingdom. 

Mr. Wearg* cited two cases, which he wonW 
willingly have us receive as precedents, to justi- 
fy the admitting of circumstantial evidence ; 
the one was the case of Ashton, who was con- 
demned on circumstances only ; but, my Lords, 
this was before the Treason- Act was passed, ' 
which requires two positive witnesses, and nor- 
thing could induce the legislature to pass that 
law, but a thorough conviction of the danger 
that might attend the admitting of any proofs 
which were not positive or certain. 

The second case he cited was that of Harri- 
son, for the murder of Dr. Clinch, and the 
learned gentleman tells you, that it was the 
pulling out of a handkerchief that led to the dis- 
covery of that murder. It i$ very certain cir- 
cumstances may lead to the discovery of evi-? 
dence, but must be well supported before they 
can be converted into convincing proofs. 

The first piece of evidence that was offered at 
the bar, was the extracts of letters from abroad, 
which this House seems, in some measure, to 
have declared to be immaterial, when they di$ 
not so much as desire to see copies of the whole 
letters, nor the originals, and even admitted one 
to be read which was anonymous: But it will 
not be improper to observe, that through this 
whole correspondence, the bishop of Rochester 
is not named. And therefore I cannot see why 
they took up our time with reading papersauite / 
foreign from this case ; especially bince every 
body allows there has been a conspiracy, which 
is the only fact to be gathered from this corres- 
pondence. 

The next point which was attempted to be 
proved, was, That captain Halstead went to 
fetch the late duke of Ormond, and was at the 
deanery with the bishop before he embarked; 
there are also two letters r found in the bishop's 
close-stool from this gentleman to his lordship, 
which were read, and are only appointment* 
for visits, but mention nothing of this design ; 
and, I think, there was a coachman, that proved 

* Appointed Solicitor*Gen*raJ, and knjgtu- 
edj PeU % XtVk. 
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Halstead was an frour with him tome days be- 
fore he left London. 

This, my Lords, was opened as a matter of 
great importance ; but your lordships must re- 
member, that the supposed design of Halstead's 
bringing the late duke of Ormond into Eng- 
land, is only v proved by hearsay. One of the 
crew belonging to the ship in which he went, 
bas deposed, That it was the common report 
At Bilboa, that Halstead came there on that 
errand. 

How far common fame is to prevail, I sub- 
mit v But if this hearsay were true, is every 
s>eison who was an hour with this gentleman 
•before^ his departure, supposed to be privy to 
this project ? And what a strained construction 
asit to insinuate, the bishop of Rochester knew 
,tif his inrention, because he received a *isit 
from. Halstead, who was a tenant under his 
lushooric ? And this is the more extraordinary, 
since it has not been so much as pretended, 
that any correspondence has passed between 
the reverend pretate and the late duke. 
; . Tbey then produced letters directed to one 
JDumvill, which were decyplpered. And Mr. 
f WiHes was examined to prove that they were 
rightly and justly explained. 

1 My Lords, 

It very well deserves yoi/r lordships consi- 
deration, how far this kind of evidence is to be 
'admitted : It has appeared to your lordships 
by the oath of Mr. WilUs himself, that it is an 
Vrt which depends upon conjecture; for this 
'gentleman has confessed, that every man is lia- 
ble .to a mistake in this, as, well as in other 
sciences; he tells you, that he and his brother 
decypherer varied in oue or two instances: He 
allows, that the chasms, which they were forced 
to leave in those letters, might alter the sense 
of them. And, therefore, I cannot but think, 
that an accusation grounded on such proofs, is 
uncertain and precarious. 

The person who is the decypherer, is not to 
be confuted, and what he says must be taken 
for granted, because the key cannot be pro- 
duced with safety to the public; and, con- 
sequently (if his conjectures be admitted to be 
evidence) our lives and fortunes must depend 
on the skill and honesty' of decypherers, who 
niTiy vvith safety impose on the legislature 
when there are not means of contradicting them 
for want of seeing their key. 

My Lords, 

In the case of Coleman, *he key was printed, 
as his been well observed by the counsel at the 
bar, and I am very much surprised, that gen- 
tlemen of such abilities and integrity, as the 
members of the secret committee in another 
place (who were so exact as to print the French 
originals to the translated letters, that the world 
might see how jusf? and candid the prosecutors 
of the plot were) did not, for the satisfaction of 
the public, permit us to see the key in print 
on the truth of which depends such a chain of 
4*onsecHiences. 

I own myself intirely ignorant of this art ; 



but, as I should be very for from condemning 
a man on my own conjecture, I should much 
less do it on the conjectures of others. 

The greatest certainty human reason knows, 
is a mathematical demonstration, and were I 
brought to your lordships' bar to be tried upon 
a proposition of sir Isaac Newton'% which he 
upon oath should swear to be true;^ I would 
appeal to your- lordships, whether I should not 
not be unjustly condemned, unless be produced 
his demonstration, that 1 -might have the liberty 
of enquiring into the truth of it, from men of 
equal skill ? 

I cannot think any man will allow evidence 
of this nature to be good ; but if in this case 
relating to the decyphered letters to DumviM, 
your lordships should admit it, there is nothing 
mentioned in them that can affect the bishop, 
neither is he at all named in them, but they 
are only brought to prove the conspiracy in ge- 
neral. 

The examinations of Mr. Neynoe are the 
next points that are laid before your lordships; 
and, indeed, I must do the gentlemen at the 
bar the justice of saying, that they forbore men* 
tioning any thing of them, when they opened 
the charge. 

They were so sensible that such proofs could 
not have the least weight to affect the bishop, 
that though in the case of Mr. Kelly tbey were 
produced against him a* very material to sup* 
port that bill, yet they did not think proper to 
name them against the bishop; which I am 
thoroughly persuaded, is owing to what appear- 
ed at your bar by the examination of Mr. Bing- 
ley, and the universal opinion which every 
person seemed to have of the villainy of'JVIr. 
Neynoe's transactions. 
My Lords, 

These Examinations were never signed by 
the person, neither was he ever examined to 
them upon oath ; so that, were they of conse- 
quence, and he a person of credit, they could 
not be admitted to affect any person whatso- 
ever, in auy court of justice or equity. I do 
not mean', that they could not be read accord- 
ing to the strict rules of Westminster-ball; 
which is admitted on all sides they could not; 
but I dure affirm, that no credit can be given to 
them on any account whatsoever. 

The person was closely confined, and. conse- 
quently in the bands of the government, so that 
he was at that time under the greatest appre- 
hensions, which might, in some measure, prevent 
him from speaking truth, with that sincerity 
and candour, of which every person ought to be 
master, when he is examined on matters of such 
nice nature. 

Though these papers were intirely given np 
by the counsel for the bill, yet the extract of 
them was read, and they are the visible foun- 
dation of this charge ; and if they are insignia** 
cant, the whole accusation falls to the grounds 
For ftie. whole proof of the bishop's dictating to 
Mr. Kelly, depends on Mr. Neynoe's bare .a& 
formation. * 

The whole of what Neynoe says, or it tpp- 
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posed to say, is, that Mr. Kelly told bim he 
wrote the bishop's letters for him ; Mr. Kelly 
denies it, and Mr. Neynoe was so conscious 
that he had been guilty of many crimes, that he 
endeavoured to withdraw from justice, and' 
the providence of God, it is said, intercepted 
bim. , 
My Lords, 

If you will consider the improbabilities of 
this evidence, although it were upon oath, and 
signed by him, it cannot be supported. He 
tells you, that he was iutrust^d to draw up me-* 
morials to the Regent ; yet none of those have 
been produced, and yet it is apparent the co- 
pies of tbem might with ease have beep ob- 
tained, if he had been as thoroughly pressed 
to* deliver them, as he was to declafe he wrote 
them. > 

These memorials, he says, were wrote by the 
order of Mr. Henry Watson, whom he takes to 
be the late earl Marshal : And I am certain 
your lordships do not think that fact material, 
when you came to a resolution, that the bishop 
of Rochester should not be at liberty to ask, if 
enquiry was made of the said Neynoe, or if he 
gave any satisfaction to the lords of the council, 
touching that important fact of Watson's whom 
he took to be earl Marshal, lying with him se- 
veral nights. 

It was very well observed by a learned gen- 
tleman at the bar, That nobody can believe the 
late earl Marshal would have" reposed so great 
a confidence in a person, who was intirely a 
stranger to bim, .and of such little note ;' and 
the Jacobite party must be in a low condition, 
when they make use of such a creature to write 
papers of that importance. 

There is so much improbability in this and 
other points, and so much contradictions in se- 
veral parts of his examinations, that they ap- 
pear to me, and must to all reasonable men, as 
the dictates of fear, and not agreeable to truth. 

He mentions, That the reverend prelate, (for 
such I still. may call him) had some favours of- 
fered him by the court ; but that cannot be 
- true, and must he added to the rest of these 
absurdities. 

But, My Lords, what in my opinion clears 
up all these matters, and makes it in) possible 
for me to give the least credit to this, or any 
other part of the charge, are the several testi- 
monies of Bingley, Skeen and Stewart. 

I must observe to your lords hi u/, That the 
two first persons, Bingley and Skeen, are ac- 
tually now in separate custodies ; and conse- 
quently, could have no communication one with 
another. The third is at liberty ; but his tes- 
timony is so thoroughly supported by Mr. Gor- 
don and Mr. Kynaston, • that no doubt can 
arise as to the veracity of it. 

These gentlemen, who are in the hands of 
the government, are under hopes and fears, and 
therefore, it is certain, when they speak a 
language, which perhaps, may be disagreeable 
to those on whom they at present chiefly de- 
pend, it must be the spirit of truth that pre* 
rails. . 



Mr. Biugley was before Us in the case of 
Kelly, and was also examined at the. bar of 
tjje House of Commons, though, not, upon 
bath ; and though he has been more severely 
treated, as he told your lordships, and more 
strictly confined since his first examination, yet 
he* has persisted in his story ; and though be 
was so long at your bar, and so many questions 
put to him, yet he never varied in any one 
circumstance, but appeared consistent through 
the whole course of his behaviour. 

I shall not, detain your lordships with recapi- 
tulating his whole evidence, for I did it very 
fully on a former occasion. But your lordships 
will remember, he told you, Neynoe abounded" 
in money, which Neynoe said, after he was ap- 
prehended at Deal, an honourable person 
(and on this occasion, I hope, I may name him) 
Mr. Walpole, gave him ; and more particularly, 
he mentions 50/. which Neynoe said, he re* 
ceived the night before he went to Prance. 

Bingley told your lordships, That Neynoe 
bad assured him, he used to meet this honour- 
able person in the Stable- Yard at Chelsea; 
and, my lords, The errand oa which "lie was 
going to France, was to discover some secrets 
relating to cyphers, which he would have 
engaged Bingley to have done for him ; and 
particularly, to get them if possible, out of 
Mr. Kelly ; which, he said, could he obtain, 
would be of great advantage to him. 

That Neynoe had declared to bim, ' He 
would be even with Mr. Kelly* before he was 
aware of it/ or words to that effect ; and that 
Mr. Kelly always seemed averse to any ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Neynoe, of whom he 
entertained a mean opinion. 

That Neynoe's father refused him money, 
which makes it tyighlv probable that his poverty 
was the occasion 4 of his villainy ; and that 
when he was taken at Deal, lie had declared ta 
him, Mr. Walpole expected to find the plot 
about him ; and since Mr. Walpole could not, 
he roust make one for him. Neynoe told 
Bingley, That this honourable person had 
vowed destruction to the bishop of Rochester, 
by saying, He would pull down the pride of 
this haughty prelate > which is sufficient to 
convince your lordships how little regard ought 
to be had to the hearsay evidence of so false 
a wretch. 

Mr. Bingley says, That part of this account 
he had given to the lords of the council ; and I 
could have wished, that his examination (as 
well as some others to the same purpose, which 
were taken about the same time) had > been 
laid before the Parliament. 

Mr. Skeen, who is also in custody, has de- 
posed, * That he lay in the same house with 
Neynoe, and had some conversations with 
him. That Neynoe had told him, What he 
had said of. the. bishop of Rochester was in- 
tirely false. And, That Mr. Walpole bad 
offered him a considerable annuity to_ turn evi- 
dence; and had given him instructions before 
he wassailed in to the lords, what questions 
would be asked him, and what answers be 
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should make ; and threatened him with New- 
gate if he would not comply. ' 

Skeen says further, That Neynoe swore (an4 
1 hope the reverend bench will, in such a case, 
permit me to repeat the words) by God, there 
were two -plots ; one of Mr. Walpole's, against 
the protesting lords, and one of bis, to bite 
Mr. Walpole of money; and this seems to 
be the only time that ever Mr. Neynoe averred 
any thing upon oath. 

To convince the world, what a creature this 
Neynoe was, be tells Skeen further, That once 
at lord Townshend's office, he had a great in- 
clination to have stabbed the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. He tells you, That Neynoe had 
wrote a paper to declare, that all he had said of 
lord Orrery was false. 
My lords, 

The next witness was Mr. Stewart, who was 
unfortunately m custody when Neynoe was 
Drought to town from Deal. 

Stewart says, That he slept the second night 
with Neynoe. That Neynoe had told him 
what be had said of the bishop was false ; and 
that Mr. Walpole had offered him a great sum 
of money, if he would swear to what be said, 
and turn evidence, which be declared he could 
not do. That Mr. Walpole had taken him into 
another room before he was examined, and 
teid him what questions he would probably be 
asked, and what answers he should give. He 
says, That Neynoe told him also, that he had 
like to have killed Mr. Walpole, and so put an 
end to the plot: And that Mr. Walpole had 
given him a paper of directions; which he was 
to answer, in order to be a witness against the 
protesting lords. 

As a confirmation of his testimony, Stewart 
says, He told this to Mr. Gordon before Mr. 
Neynoe was drowned, and to Mr. Eynaston lie- 
fore the meeting of the parliament. 

Mr. Gordon confirms this part of his evi- 
dence, and assures your lordships, That he had 
fearri it from Stewart before the death of 
Neynoe. And Mr. Kynaston, a gentleman of 
an undoubted character, lately a member of 
Parliament for Shrewsbury, has assured your 
lordships, That he was acquainted with Mr. 
Stewart's account of Neynoe before the meet- 
ing of parliament ; and add* this circumstance, 
that when in the Appendix he saw those sit 
questions printed, he shewed then! to Stewart, 
wao« seemed rejoiced, and said, You see, Sir, 
what I told you is truei 

. Such concurring testimonies from persons 
kept so separate, and who are speaking against 
their own private interest, must have the 
greatest weight, and must at least prevent any 
rational and impartial person from giving the 
least credit to the bare hearsay of thi* Philip 
Neynoe: 

If any doubt could remain, as to? the validity 
of this testimony, it is»*ufficiently confirmed by 
-Htejpersnns brought? to disprove it. 
' the GliUMoelldr of the Exchequer himself 
does' not pretend' to deny that Neynoe -told 
ftes* t&tfl|s, bnt only add» : wtoe* citato*. 



stances to Convince you of Ney noe's villainy j 
and assarts you, That at the tmie he was re* 
ceiving favours from bim, he was thoroughly 
convinced he intended to cheat him, which was* 
the occasion of his being apprehended. He 
owned the transactions between them before 
Neynoe went to France, and particularly the 
money mentioned by Bingley, which are proofs 
that Neynoe roust have discovered these se- 
crets, since they could not come from Mr. 
Walpole, and he and Neynoe only were privy 
to it. Mr. Wall pole has shewn your lordships 
the foul draught of the questions mentioned by 
Stewart; and when he denies* that part of 
Neynoe's declaration, relating to the instate* 
tions given him before the examinations* he 
owns he was twice alone with him, once the 
first night of his being brought to town, and 
the second time, when he gave him the paper of 
directions, which might be foundation enough 
for Neynoe to frame so notorious a falshood. 
The witnesses brought by the counsel far the 
bill, to the character of Mr. Bingley, seem 
rather to confirm it than otherwise; and all 
agree they never beard any thing against his 
morality.. They indeed have said, he bore the 
character of a jacobite, and suffered for having 
dispersed a libel : But Mr. Baron Gilbert, who 
was his judge when that punishment was in- 
flicted on him, has told your lordships, that his 
private life was not vilified at his trial, and 
that neither perjury or forgery was ever laid to 
bis door. 

Thongh the punishment be suffered was the 
pillory, yet it is the crime, and not the punish- 
ment, that makes the ignominy, and for this I 
can appeal to the learned judges. 

In order to destroy the evidence of Mr. Skeen, 
they produced one Pancier, who tells you, 
That Skeen had revealed many secrets to him 
relating to the plot, and particularly of a mili- 
tary chest, which was collected to carry on these. 
Supposed designs, arid support the Jacobites. 
But I presume every body who beard the two 
persons at the bar, could not but remark the 
Steadiness with which Mr. Skeen denied these 
asseverations, and the confusion With which 
the other affirmed them* * 

Mr. Pancier seemed to drop something, 
which entirely destroy* any credit that could be 
given to him, by saying, That he had owned to 
Mr. Skeen^ that he was a friend to this admini- 
stration, and yet has Sworn, that after suoh a 
declaration, Skeen had still persisted in bis 
story, and revealed some part of this intelli- 
gence to him. How far this is probable, your 
lordships are the best judges* 

Mr: Pancier goes further, and tells you> 
That part of this conversation happened in St 
James's park, in the presence- of one Durban 
This Dufbur was in the banoVdf the govern- 
ment, and I canaotconceive wny wehave neve* 
seen him his depositions, when itfwtftfld have* 
been so easy to have brought this oortobortttib^ 
witness to Mr. Pander's testimony.- 

I cannot but think, that the n&tt producing 
this man's evidence is a strong circumstance t« 
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hoar or two. And when Hannah was called a 
second time, she owned she was 1 turned away 
for suspicion of having helped Neynoe in his 
escape ; That she has left Skeen's door open, 
who lay near Neynoe ; and that there was a 
large hole in Neynoe's door through which they 
might converse. 

She sard, That Neynoe gave her a paper, 
which she was to convey for him, but that it 
was taken out of her bosom, and burnt by one 
of the prisoners. 

When Mr. Stewart said, That he sat upon 
Neynoe's bed the second night, and lay in the 
garret where there was a partition, but a commu- 
nication between them; Hannah said, She could 
not be positive to that, but believes it true. 

Mr. Crawford, when he was called to that 
point, according to his usual custom, denies it 
to the best of his knowledge. 

Your lordships will now judge, whether the 
greatest credit is to be given to the belief of a 
messenger and his mother, who are swearing 
that they did their duty, or to the positive oaths 
of Skeen, Stewart, Gordon, Kynaston, Francis 
Wood, Thomas Wood, Russel, and Christian, 
confirmed by the confession of Hannah Wright, 
when she came to be cross-examined and con- 
fronted. 

This, my Lords, concludes what has appear- 
ed at the bar* relating to Mr. Neynoe and bis 
transactions, and I am pretty certain every im- - 
partial body must agree with me, that so far 
from giving the least credit to what he says, 
there have appeared such circumstances in the 
transactions which are now come to light, that 
must make the greatest caution necessary, be- 
fore we believe any other part of the charge. 

Your lordships will take notice, that Mr. 
Crawford confesses Mr. Neynoe had the use of 
paper, and found two sheets missing, and Han- 
nan Wright owns she had a paper from him, 
which was burnt by one of the prisoners. This, 
my Lords, undoubtedly was the paper re^ 
iating to lord Orrery, mentioned by Skeen in 
his evidence. 
My Lords, 

I am now coming to the great and only 
foundation remaining to this bill: If Neynoe's 
hearsay is not to be believed, which is the 
proof that was offered to shew that Mr. Kelly 
was the bishop's secretary, and used to write 
for him, and particularly, that the bishop di- 
rected three letters, which were wrote in Kelly's 
hand, and transmitted to France under cover 
to Monsieur Gordon le Fils. ' 

Every body must agree, that unless the dic- 
tating of these letters be clearly proved, the 
bishop ought to be acquitted ; and when, here- 
after, this great affair comes to be canvassed by 
posterity, it will stand or fall as this (act shall be 
strongly made appear. 

They first read Plunket's cypher, rfnd Mr, 
Van Radike attests it to be his hand-writing. 

When this piece of evidence was offered, 
people were at a loss to know what they in- 
tended to makepf.it, and little thought, that 
they should be drove to make use of Jackson, 



convince your lordships he did not agree in the 
same story with Mr. Pancier. , 

They also produced Skeen's attainder for the 
Preston rebellion ; but there have been many 
acts of grace since,* so that he is capable of 
being an evidence ; and there has nothing ap- 
peared to traduce his character as a man of 
morals. 

In order to shew your lordships, that Neynoe 
could not possibly make these confessions to 
Mr. Skeen and Mr. Stewart^ the' counsel for 
the bill maintain that they will prove Neynoe^ 
and the prisoners were not together after the* 
first night. / 

This, my lords, would be very material, but 
I think it appears by the proofs brought to sup- 
port this assertion, that they frequently have 
pon versed one with another. 

The first witness they called was Mr. Craw- 
ford the messenger, in whose house the prison- 
ers were in custody were in custody, and, my 
lords, I cannot but say, it seems very odd, they, 
should bring a man to swear he had done his 
cfuty; he has told your lordships, That lord 
Townshend had given him orders that Neynoe 
should be close confined ; and if, after that, it 
should appear that he had neglected such di- 
rections, there is no question but that he in- 
stantly, and deservedly, would have been re- 
moved out of his employment. 

This messenger, in this situation, tells you, 
That after the first night they neve* conversed, 
to the best of his knowledge ; that Mr. Skeen 
called Neynoe a rogue of an informer, and 
•poke in very hard terms of him ; which I in- 
deed think it appears the fellow well deserved. 

Crawford says, That Mr. Neynoe had some 
paper, two sheets of which he found missing. 
He likewise swears, That Mr. Stewart lay upon 
the stairs ; and owns, he had at that time two 
servant maids. 

Mrs. Crawford, his mother, swears, That, 
to the best of her knowledge, the prisoners 
were never together ; That she kept the keys 
" of the rooms herself, but used to send up the 
maid, Hannah Wright, with the dinner. — — 
Your lordships will observe that both this 
woman and her son swear to the best of their 
knowledge only, and are far from positive wit- 
nesses. 

Hannah Wright, when she was first called, 
spoke in the same language with them, though 
she afterwards recollected hei'self better. 

When the bishop came to rejoin, Francis 
Wood, Thomas Wood, and Mr: Russel several- 
ly say, That this Hannah Wright had declared 
to them, that she used to let the prisoners con- 
verse together whenever she had an opportu- 
nity* which was when Mr. Crawford and his 
mother were out of the way ; and that she used 
to stand upon the stairs and give notice when 
tony person came, that they might retire into 
their several rooms. And the other maid, 
whose name is Christian, has deposed, That 
Hannah gave the key qf Neynoe's room to 
Stewart, and several times desired Stewart to 
£0 up to hkn f and that they were together an 
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t tanking for tbe Pretender in that eypher, to 
•hew that the letter directed to Jackson (one 
of tbe three before mentioned affirmed to be 
dictated by tbe bishop of Rochester to Mr. 
Kelly) was to tbe Pretender; I shall take no- 
tice of this extraordinary proceeding when I 
come to consider those letters. 1 shall ouly 
say now, that were Mr. Plunket's correspon- 
dence to be regarded, the plot is of a very deep 
nature, for he bas had the impudence to insi- 
nuate the most ridiculous aspersions against the 
greatest men amongst usv 
- Three of bis letters were read out of cypher, 
jn two of which Mr. Johnson is named, that is, 
Mr. Kelly, but neither Mr. Kelly, or the bishop 
of Rochester are allowed places in his cypher, 
and consequently were not in the association 
with him. Johnson is only spoke of by Plunket, 
when he is mentioning domestic news, aud in 
no other manner than might be in every news- 
letter that went by the general post. 
My Lords, 

In order to shew that tbe three letters sent 
under cover to Mr. Gordon le Fils, were Mr. 
Kelly's hand-writing, which they very justly 
thought was necessary to be made appear be- 
fore they proved that the bishop was concerned 
in them, they produced a letter of the 20th of 
August, which a olerk of the post-office swears 
v was stopped at the general post-office. < 
To convince us jhis letter is Mr. Kelly's writing, 
Hutching the messenger says, to the best-of his 
knowledge, it is Mr. Kelly's hand ; and at the 
same time owns, he never saw him write till 
after his commitment, and then he* stood by 
him .while he wrote two letters, one to lord 
Townshend, the other to Mr. Delafaye ; thdse 
letters were produced at the bar, and % therefore 
every lord in the House is as good a judge of 
* the similitude as the messenger, who has lately 
bee* restored into favour, on what account I 
cahnottell. 

If Mr. Kelly, during his confinement, coun- 
terfeited and disguised his hand, then the mes- 
senger's evidence cannot be of any weight; and 
if he wrote as usual* then every person is equally 
capable of framing an" opinion of it who sees the 
three letters. 

The next witness is M alone, who swears, he 
has seen him direct letters, but cannot tell how 
Jong since he saw him write, or how often. - 

The persons who contradict this evidence are 
so positive, so clear, and so concurring in their 
testimony, that no doubt can rite upon it. 

Mr. Bingley, when he was shewn this letter, 
swears it is not like his hand-writing. 

Mr. Brown, a peruke maker, well versed and 
acquainted with his writing, when he was -shewn 
tbe letter of tbe 20tb of August, and the date 
of it hid, by tbe counsel for the bill (so that he 
oould not know what paper it was before him) 
swears it is not his band-writing : When the 
' letter to Delafaye was produced, be declared,' 
Tliat was his hand writing : When another 
paper was shewn, (I think, it was the marriage 
articles) he said that was more like his hand- 
writing than that the 20th of August, but he did 
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not believe it was wrote by him ; and wfoen^they 
questioned him upon the letter tp lord Towns- 
bend, he -swore it was Mr. Kelly V hanoVwrhtng. 

Mr. Pickering, whoThad occasion to know 
Mr. KeUy's hand, having lent him sonoe money, 
and received- several notes and letter* from him 
during that transaction, does agree with Mr. 
Brown in every particular and most minute 
circumstance; which is a clear and evident 
proof, that this letter of the 20th of* August was 
not wrote by Mr. Kelly. ^ 

The difference, which they tell yoor lord- 
ships, they observe between the cut of the let- 
ters in that of the ,20th of August and the 
others, is, That one is longer and straiter, the 
other wider and shorter, which is* obvious to 
any body that will look on both, and is a con-' 
firm at ion of their veracity. ^ 

The prosecutors of the plot might have prov- 
ed this better, and not have been driven to the 
testimony of a messenger to support this great 
foundation of their charge. It is notorious 
what search, they have made for evidence of ail 
kinds; and as Mr. Kelly was educated in a 
college, they might easily have' found credible 
witnesses to that point, if those letters had been 
wrote by him. - 

In the case of similitude of hands, when it 
bas been the most clearly and positively prov- 
ed, as on the trial of col. Sidney, it has been 
esteemed to be cruel, that a man should be 
convicted on such kind of evidence j and ^ at- 
tainder of that unfortunate gentleman was* re- 
versed for that reason. 

In Sidney's Trial, his bankers swore, They 
used to pay bills drawn by him in the haooV 
writing they were shewn, and no persons could 
contradict them ; and yet the sentence against 
him was a great blemish to that reign. The 
great lord chief justice Holt, in the case of 
Crosby, refused to admit it; and the lord chief 
baron Bury, on Francia's Trial, followed that 
example. 

At present, give me leave to say, There is no 
evidence that it is Mr. Kelly's hand, and there 
is positive proof that it is nor. Therefore, we 
who live under so equitable, just, and happy a 
government, can never convict a man, in tfrese 
days of liberty, on such insufficient conjectures: 

They next produced the three letters', watch, 
they would insinuate, were wrote by Kelly, and 
dictated by the bishop, which were mentioned 
by me before, and which were sworn by'ibe 
clerks of the post office, to have been 'stopped 
going to France. ■ - \ - 

The bishop desired to examine tbeuf relating 
to these letters being detained, and would* fain 
have known who took them put of the mail ; 
this he thought was proper for him to demand, 
since he seemed to insinuate, That he question- 
ed their ever having been in the post-office. 
But your lordships would npt suffer any irfqurry 
to be made on this head, and voted it incbn*-' 
sistent with the public safety* and unnecessary 
for the defence of tbe prisoner, to permit any 
further questions to be asked in relation to this* 
important affair, ; - f 

9 : ■• * v ; - r 
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. These honW getodemeri, the clerks of the 
jposk-oince, have defused farther, That the pa- 
jfpr's produced, are true copies of the originals 
detained by them ; though at the same time, 
they confess, they never examined them after 
they had copied them. 

They positively swore further, That the ori- 
nals were of the same hand with the letter of 
the 20th of August, though they affirm this 
barely upon memory, never having marked any 
letter in order to know* it v again ; and one of 
them declared upon oath, that he did not be- 
lieve there could be such an imitation of 
Kelly's hand as could deceive him, though the 
whole House agrees, tfiat hands may be coun- 
terfeited so as to deceive the men that wrote 
them. 

They own, they never compared two original 
letters between the 20th of August and the 
20th of April, though they might have stopped 
a letter one post, without prejudice to the go- 
vernment, in order to be more certain in their 
evidence. 

Thus, my Lords, should this bill pass, this 
great man must fair by the dependence this 
House must have on the memory of these 
clerks. 

Mr. Lewis, who has long served in the se- 
cretary's office, tells us, That frequently letters 
and seals used to be counterfeited ; and, in a 
more particular manner, by one Brocket, who 
excelled so much, in this, art, that he has 
cheated many persons, and has so far deceived 
them, that they have hot known his copy from 
their own originals. 

When these letters, thus attested, came to 
be read, they are in cypher, so that it must 
again depend on the honesty of a decipherer, 
before they can possibly be made treasonable. 
4 Mr. Willes declares, They were truly decy- 
pbered according to the best of his judgment 
and skill; and more, particularly, that, the 
jaumber 1338. ; which is subscribed to the third 
letter directed to Jackson, stands for the letter 
JR. But when some lords asked him a ques- 
tion, which perhaps had he answered, might 
have proved him to be under a mistake ; he 
refuses to; pye an answer, either in the affirma- 
tive or negative, for fear of revealing his art. 
Your lordships thought proper to prevent any 
farther cross examination of this gentleman, by 
a resolution. 

Mt. Willes says, Kte shewed these letters de- 
cyphered to my lord Townshend before he com- 
municated them to Mr. Corbiere, who is a clerk, 
in the secretary's office, and then says, That 
Mr, Corbiere and he agreed. 
' Before these letters can yet prejudice the 
bishop, the cant names in them must be ex- 
plained according to the key which the prose- 
cutors, of the plot have made ; and in order to 
& we must believe, that Jackson stauds for the 
Jretender, because If r. Plunket gave him that 
tjflfe i n his cy pher. Cab there be a greater ab- 
Boraity than to imagine a person of the bishop of 
.Rochester's capacity, should borrow a name 
of that consequence, from st? insignificant a 



wretch as Plunket, who it does not appear eve* 

saw him? 

Indeed, the counsel for the bill did not read 
these letters against the bishop, since they had 
no proof of his dictating of them, and the* 
were only read on' account of the general con- 
spiracy. 

I m ust observe, it was a great artifice of these 
learned gentlemen, Whenever there was a piece 
of evidence to which the bishop objected, they 
constantly pretended they produced it to the 
plot in general; for , they knew it could not be 
ad mit ted against the reverend prelate ; but ye$ 
when they came to sum up, they applied them 
to this particular case, which is not agrees 
able to that candour that is necessary on suchl 
occasions. 

If your lordships should be of opinion, that 
Kelly wrote them ; that they were stopped at 
the post-office ; that they were duly copied % 
that they were truly decyphered, and the cant 
names explained, yet still this cannot affect the 
Bishop, unless it be fixed upon him that he 
dictated them : Two of them were signed 
Jones and Illington, and to induce your lord- 
ships to believe the Bishop was guilty, as they 
affirmed, they endeavour to prove those names 
must denote him ; and in order to it, they 
read some letters, affirmed in the same man- 
ner (as before mentioned) by the clerks of the 
post-office, to be his hand-writing; but first', 
tbey read a cypher taken upon Mr. Dennuv 
Kelly, and sworn by the messenger Hutchins to 
be wrote by George Kelly. 

I can observe nothing upon tRiS cypher, but 
that the bishop of Rochester is not mentioned^ 
in it, which seems very extraordinary, and is 
not a proof of the reverend prelate's being en- 
gaged in a conspiracy. 

The letters they read of Mr. Kelly are of my 
moment, and are only calculated' to fix the* 
names of Jones and Illington upon, the Bishop* 

They give an account of his lady's death, the; 
Bishop's own illness, his going to and from? 
Bromley; and in some of then?, the dbg Har* 
lequiu is mentioned. 

It seems repugnant to reason, that in a trea- 
sonable correspondence of this importance,' a 
gentleman should venture his lire to give an' 
account of the state of one person's privata 
affair, and entertain his friends abroad with no 
other business in such a tract of time. j 

In the letters directed to Mr. Andrews at 
the Dog and Puck, which are proved to have 
been received by Mr. Kelly, Jones and Illing- 
ton are not named; and those in which we 
find them, were such as' passed through, the 
post-office, and were attested like those under 
cover to Gordon le Fil*. 

It is not likely, that in a transaction of so» 
secret a nature, Mr. Kelly should take such, 
pains to give such a description as might five' 
the least room for a suspicion that the Bishop; 
was concerned ; much less to have mentioned^ 
so many particulars, as it may be suggested he 
has done, i£ there could be anjr possibility of 
wresting the meaqing ' of Jones and Illington, 
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and interpreting of them to mean the Bi- 
shop. 

William Wood, the Bishop's coachman, is 
brought to prove the particular times of the 
Bishop's being in or out of town, in order to 
shew, that they agree with the times mention- 
ed of Jones and Illington in the intercepted 
correspondence ; and he refreshes his memory 
by a book of Memorandums, which might have 
been destroyed, if it had been apprehended by 
the Bishop's friends, that such evidence could 
affect him. 

What they next attempt, was to shew, That 
the dog brought over by Mr. Kelly from France, 
and which Mrs. Barnes swears, That he once 
told her was for the bishop of Rochester, was a 
strong circumstance to fix the name of Illing- 
ton on the Bishop. 
My Lords, 

Mrs. Barnes, who is under the custody of a 
messenger, is the only witness to this point, and 
what she says, is only hearsay from Kelly : 
She owns that Kelly never told her so but once, 
and that was when she thought to have kept it 
for herself; and, indeed, it might be barely an 
excuse to prevent his parting with it, For he had 
promised to bring her such a present before he 
went to France. 

She owns, that to her knowledge, the Bishop 
never saw tlje dog, nor sent any message 
about it, which seems to be very extraordinary, 
that if this present was of such great conse- 
quence, he should not have had curiosity 
enough, at least, to see it : An affidavit was 
read from Birmingham, a surgeon in Faiis, 
which says, That he gave this dog to Mr. Kelly, 
for Mrs. Barnes. 

Before I leave this circumstance of the dog, 
it is proper to observe another great improba- 
bility, which is, in a letter wrote a few days 
th e death of the Bishop's lady, it is said, 
lington was in great tribulation for the 
loss of poor Harlequin ; and can it be supposed, 
tbar «t a time when the Bishop was in afflic- 
tion for the death of his wife, he should inde- 
cently discover so much grief for such a trifle. 

I think this is sufficient to convince any per- 
son whatsoever, that this correspondence is of 
a very extraordinary nature. 

Mrs. Barnes has told your lordships, Thr.t 
Mr. Kelly came from France the 11th of April. 
My Lords, 

I am now come to the only p&ce of evi- 
dence that seems particularly levelled at t\ie 
Bishop : Which is, The proof that has been 
given of the dictating those letters; and unless 
this tie clearly and plainly made appear, I can- 
not conceive that any thine can be iaid to this 
prelate's charge. 

Unless it is evident, that the Bishop did dic- 
tate as alledged, I cannot think any of your 
lordships can vote him guilty according to the 
roles of justice; for no man i.s safe either in his 
life, liberty or fortune, if he may be* deprived of 
either, on account of a correspondence, in 
which it does not appear he was concerned. 
Though your lordships should so far credit the 



precarious evidence at your bar, as to believe 
that Jones and Illington stood for the Bishop 
of Rochester; yet, unless it is plain, that it 
was with his privity, it is certainly impossible 
this bill should pass; and if it should, it will 
hereafter be in the pow er of any tw o men, one 
at home, and one abroad, to ruin the most in- 
nocent person, by entering, without his know- 
ledge, into a correspondence of this nature. 

If the being named in treasonable lettters, be 
a crime, though it does not appear it was with 
the privity of such persons, I will submit to 
your lordships, how far men of the greatest 
zeal to the present establishment, are to be 
affected by Mr. Plunket's insinuations. 

No man ought to suffer for the suggestions 
of another person, unless it appears he has 
given great foundation for them. And in this 
case, would it not be most extraordinary and 
most unjust, to pur.ivh this reverend prelate, 
for a crime which there is no proof he ever com- 
mitted ? I mean, the dictating of these letters : 
And if on the other hand, the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of his affairs has furnished him with 
rrteans of shewing, beyond contradiction, that 
he could not be concerned in the letters of the 
20th of April ; that for a considerable time be- 
fore, he could not see Mr. Kelly : and that 
there never was an intimacy between them; 
then, my lords, I hope, every man who gives 
his vote for the rejecting this Bill, has the 
strongest evidence of his side to support his 
opinion ; and need not be afraid or ashamed 
to own it here, or any where else. 

This part of the evidence being of great 
consequence, I must beg your lordships* atten- 
tion, whilst I recapitulate the heads of it as 
clearly and distinctly as possibly I can. 

The first witness they called was Flower, a 
chairman, who swears, That he carried Kelly 
twice or thrice to the deanry, but that tha 
bishop was never at home, and consequently 
did not see him. His partner swore, He had 
carried him with Flower one of those times. 

The next person produced was a porter, one 
Vanlear, who deposed, That he went about 
Christmas wa3 twelve months twice with 
mosaics from Kelly to the bishop ; the last of 
which times he carried some beaver stockings; 
that the bishop sent for him up stairs, pave his 
service to Mr. Johnson, aud thanked him for 
his present. 

Mrs. Kilburne, at whose house Mr. Kelly 
lodged, says, That ouce a servant came from 
the bishop, to know how Mr. Johnson did, and 
was sorry he could not have his company to 
dinner. 

William Wood, the bishop's coachman, says, 
He once stopped in Bury-streer, but does not 
know for what, and that the bishop sent a ser- 
vant somewhere, who presently returned. And, 

Lloyd, who keeps the Star and Garter in 
Palace-yard, has told us, That Neynoe once 
came to his house, and told him, he staid for an 
ingenious Eentlenian, who was gone to the 
bishop of Rochester's house. 

This, my lords> is all the proof they offered 
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of this intimacy, from which they would infer, 
That the bishop dictated these letters, and h 
consequently guilty of the crimes laid to hit 
charge. 

If your lordships consider what was produced 
on the other side, I am sure you must agree 
there is no foundation from this assertion. 

Mrs. Kilburne denies, to the best of her 
knowledge, that the bishop ever came to her 
house, or that his coach ever stopped there, or 
ever was sent for Kelly. 

That Kelly did not go out of town -from the 
time he came from France, untill he was taken 
up, the 19th of May, and never lay out of her 
house one night. 

This, my lords, was confirmed by her maid 
Anne Ellis. 

Mrs. Barnes says, She never heard of any 
message from the bishop to Kelly, nor ever had 
any conversation with him about the bishop. 

William Wood, the coachman, who lived 
with the bishop four years, has declared, That 
the bishop of Rochester never sent bim with his 
coach to Bury-street to fetch any person from 
thence ; that there was no stranger at Bromley 
for a fortnight before ' his* lady died, which was 
the 26ch of April ; that no body could come in 
a coach, or on horseback, but he must know 
it ; that he never saw such a person as , Mr. 
Kelly, until he was shewn him at the Tower; 
and that the bishop went ill of the gout to 
Bromley the 12th of April, and did not return 
,to London until the 7th of May. 
• Malone, Mrs. Barnes's servant, says, That 
she never saw the bishop, *>r any of his ser- 
vants, with Mr. Kelly. 

Thomas Grant, who has been the bishop's 
servant nine years, has declared, That the 
bishop went to Bromley the 12th of April very 
ill of the gout, and that no stranger could 
come to him from the time he went to Bromley 
until after his wife's death : that one or other of 
the servants always sat up with him ; and that 
no person could visit him, but they must know. 
-It, lor they were either in the same room, or 
the* next room to him ; and that no .stranger, 
except Dr. A Id ridge and the apothecary, came 
near him. Grant says, That he was forced to 
•go to town to attend at the Westminster elec- 
tion of scholars on the 21st of April, but left 
Beauchamp there, who came down for that 
purpose on the 18th. 

Beauchamp and Steene* who were the two 
servants that attended with Grant, swear the 
same thing. 

Susannah Harvey, Sarah Jones, Thomas 
Farnden, Elizabeth Higginson, and all the ser- 
vants agree, that they never heard of any per- 
son by the name of Kelly or, Johnson's being 
t with the bishop. And,. 

Mrs. Inglisn, who took the names of the 
bishop's visitors for many years, does not re- 
member that she ever heard of such a person 
as Kelly or Johnson. And I doubt not but 
that every lord must allow, that it is not possible 
'to have a more clear, a more strong, or legal 
, proof to a negative than this is; 



I must observe to your lordships, that most 
of these servants have been in strict custody, 
and severely used, particularly Farnden, and 
yet your lordships see how unanimous they are 
in their evidence ; and their testimony is so 
positive, that I cannot conceive any person can 
suggest there was the least intimacy* between 
this reverend prelate and Mr. Kelly ; and much 
less, that he, could be with him to write the * 
letters that are dated the 20th of April. Jj5 

Mr. Reeves did, indeed, so far agree, as to £ 
be of opinion, that they might have been wrote ,.^tj ./ 
the , 11th of April, nhich was the day Kelly 
came from France: But, my lords, Mrs. 
Barnes has deposed, he went to bed the minute 
he came home, and lay there for a considerable -i&.\*rZ* 
lime, besides, it is improbable, that letters ^V-* 
wrote the 11th, should not be sent till the 19th^^V*~^ 
But if any farther argument was necessary tqtj£^^ ; 
confute this absurd supposition, the earl oj^-^^^j 
Sunderland's death is mentioned in the letter to^\./C*£ 
Olivers, and that noble lord died the 19th, at - r 
which time it has been proved, Mr. Kelly w^j^£r,.^ 
not with the bishop. ^ .* ffrj- 

The bishop of St. Asaph did, at first, Pfr^l- ^ s 
remptorily contradict one part of Mr. Grant^;^/^^ 
evidence, by saying, He had received a letter r ^^y." 
from the bishop of Rochester at the time which ^ 
Grant has sworn he was so iU of the gout;^^ ; f^> 
that he could not write. * - 

His lordship positively affirmed, That he re- * '~ 
ceived this letter on Saturday the' 21st of 
April in the morning, and saw Grant in Lonf 
don between twelve and two : But when it was 
proven* that Grant did not Jeave Bromley till -vr^ 
the evening of that day, and that another per- * 
son officiated for hiq> as butler in the deaory, - v. 
by reason of his absence, then the bishop -'' 
seemed to think himself under a mistake, and -* 
allowed it might have been some time before. 

His lordship owned he . never received a ' " 
letter from the bishop of Rochester, before nor 
since, and therefore was a stranger to his hand. 

I could have wished this reverend prelate 
had recollected himself more fully, before he 
had given his testimony in a matter of this great 
importance to one of his brethren.' 

There was another witness examined, which 
was Crofton the shoe-maker, to prove that « 
Talbot (who was said to have received the 
three letters directed to Gordon le Fils) was at 
that time in London, when he was supposed to 
have been in Bulogn. Crofton swears he savr 
him in town the 29th of April, and proved it 
by his book. 

There was another person called, whose 
name was Donner, that deposed, Gor Jon owned 
to him the receiving of this packet ; but an 
affidavit was produced from Gordon, in which 
he denies it. Donner's evidence is only hear- 
say, the other is positive. 
My Lords, 

The Counsel for the bill produced some 
papers which were taken in the bishop's custody 
when be was apprehended, and endeavoured to 
draw very ill-natured and forced constructions 
from them. 
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The first was a letter from the duchess, of 
Ormond, in which 6*he acquaints him, That 
she had something to send him, which she coulp! 
not trust to a better hand, or words to that ef- 
fects And this they would pretend to insinuate 
were some treasonable papers. 

I appeal to all mankind, whether it is not 
very extraordinary to suppose, that the bishop 
should be presumed to convey a traiterous cor- 
respondence through tha* channel. Every body 
knows the friendship which was between the 
reverend prelate and that family, and it Is not 
surprising that this » unfortunate lady should 
think him a proper person to consult, and in- 
trust with her own affairs. Therefore I cannot 
think that these general expressions can at all 
affect him. 

The next they read is a paper found, or pre- 
tended to be found, at the Deanry, subsenbed 
to Dubois, but without date ; in this'tne person 
who writes it, says, He received a letter by Mr. 
Johnson, to which he returned an answer in his 
hand. , 

The Secret Committee at first apprehended, 
that this was received by the bishop, and thus 
it passed, untiil upon seizing a letter wrote in 
the Tower by his lordship, they found a simili- 
tude in the seals, which immediately en- 
lightened them, and then it was presently said to 
have been 'wrote by the bishop. 

They then wanted to fix this to be the bi- 
shop's own hand* writing, and they could find 
jho other way of doing it, but pretending there 
■was a similitude between the E's in this letter, 
and those which the bishop generally used. I 
believe it is tlie first time that ever buchan ar- 
gument was brought to prove that the whole 
Tetter has been wrote by a person ; much less 
■was it ever pretended to be offered to a court 
of justice against any prisoner whatsoever ; but 
I believe there is no man acquainted with the 
oishop's hand, but sees it is not wrote by him. 

Tbey would also affirm, that when in this let- 
ter the bishop is supposed to say, That he re- 
turned an answer in Mr. Johnson's hand, it 
must be understood to be bis hand-writing ; 
which, I must confess, does uot at all appear 
to be a necessary conclusion ; for he might de- 
liver his answer into Mr. Johnson's hand, which, 
t think, is more natural to suppose than the 
other. ( 

Your lordships must judge, bow improbable 
it is, that the bishop should keep such a letter 
]by him, which he wrote himself ; or that, when 
such care is taken as the prosecutors of the 
plot .themselves say, for preventing any person's 
discovering the intimacy betweeu Mr. • Kelly 
jand him, such a secret should be trusted in 
writing, anjd even without a cypher. The two 
seals which gave tb^s turn, are Cicero's Heads, 
which are very common, and are to be found 
every where. They are, one broke, the other 
whole, which mast maid it very difficult to 
judge of them ; ; and it is allowed, that, at best, 
It is but precarious evidence. 

If J/Tr. Neynoe speaks truth, wjien be said, 
That the bishop had notice of the Storm, that 



tbreattied him, I am certain, that ttu> paper t *f 
it could have been apprehended of consequexice, 
would have been destroyed ; but, I .bejbevjs, it 
Was impossible for him, or any body else, to 
think it should meet with such an explana- 
tion. 

The next letter they produced, which thef 
seemed to think material, was that which Fas 
seized on his servant going to Mr. JVIorice : Jo 
this he savs, That, the evidence ofPlunket, and 
those people, could not affect him i but as he 
does not mention Mr. KeUy, they would have 
it presumed, that this is a proof that Kelly could 
have said something of him ; but 1 think, this 
must appear to be a very ill-natured asser- 
tion. 

Your lordships will consider, he was than 
writing to his son-in-law, and therefore no great 
accuracy was necessary. 

In another place he says, That if they im* 
peached him, he should remain in prison ibr 
some time ; and this they would decypher to 
be an implication of his guilt. But, in my poor 
opinion, it is the reverse; he seems to sajr, 
That if the Commons should be induced to send 
up an impeachment against him, he was so sa- 
tisfied of his own innocepce, and your lordships' 
justice, that he thought the confinement untiil 
his trial would be the only misfortune that could 
attend him. The example of the earl of Ox- 
ford was recent in his memory, and might justly 
create in him a fear of undergoing a Jong im- 
prisonment. ( 

It is objected, That he, in this letter makes 
no protestations of his innocence : But if you 
will consider he writes to Mr. Mprjce, I believe 
every body will agree, chat such declarations 
were not necessary. 

Mr. Layer's Attainder was read, but it does 
not appear, that the bishop had any correspon- 
dence with him, 'therefore I cannot conceive 
why we were, troubled with it. 
My Lords, 

I have pow gone through the whole evidence 
that is brought to justify this extraordinary 
proceeding, and must observe the steps that 
have been taken to procure all the possible 
means to work the destruction of this great 
man. 

You have seen his very servants confiped, 
who, it does not appear, were guilty of the least 
glimpse of treason. 

Lawson, a baker of Bromley* who appeared 
at your bar, has been employed to examine the 
persons in the bishop's neighbourhood, in order 
to £nd the least particular that could amount 
to the shadow of a proof, and went so far as to 
offer Wood the coachman the wages that were 
due to him, if he would have gone the lengths 
that were required. 

Mr. Single v told us io the case of Kelly, (and 
as it has not been disproved, it is to be taken 
for granted) that a warrant was shewn by the 
messenger, signed by a Secretary of ifcate, tp 
carry mm tp Newgate, which be was tQid-wajs 
unavoidable, unless be would own, the letter of 
the % Oth of August fa be Mr, J^fibflilf yvrif- 
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iog ; b^t it appeared, tj**#t day to fce^hVqg 
Jmtin order to terrify him. 

Mr. Kelly himself has told your lordsjijpa, 
That Mr. Delafaye offered him. bis qwn terms, 
if fee, would Jjave Juried evidence. And .this 
,waS done to destroy tfce J>iabo,p pf Rochester ; 
or, to speak in fto language mentioned at 
^opr tiar, to r pu|l down the pnde pf this haughty 
prelate, 

Your lordsbips may remember, that Mr. 
Weajg objects to t^e bishop's servants, because 
two of them had employments, a* appears by 
his lordship's own letter ; but, my Lords, when 
,they were examined, they acquainted the 

Souse, that it was upon reading of the Report 
at they recollected the .bishop's cirqumsumcfcs 
Before the death of his wife: .And if.every man, 
who has a place under the bishop, js not to be 
esteemed a J(ree agent when he is upon path, I 
hqpeitjvill be allowed on the other -handy that 
those who baye employment under the govern- 
ment, ought not to.be admitted ; then all the 
witness that have been brought to support the 
bill, from the decypbejcer to the messenger, will 
be discredited, and the whole prosecution must 
fall to the ground, 
tyy Lords, 

It has been a hardship that has attended the 
jusbop, tha,t he has been forced to prove a nega- 
tive; and the difficulty has been the stronger 
upon him, that your lonishipshaye not permitted 
Mr. Kelly to be ejamineo, as was moved by a 
learned lord * in my eye; and if the gentleman 
had sworn what he so solemnly affirmed at your 
bar relating to this aflair, I cannot conceive we 
could have had the least Rebate. 

Tjbe noble lords who appear the most zealous 
in this prosecution, were those who opposed the 
examination of Mr. Keljy, which, in mv poor 
option, is a strong argument, that if he had 
heen brought before us. he would have persisted 
jn his declarations of the bishop's innocence. 

The re verend prelate has desired of any lord 
in the administration, and even the honourable 
person who appeared at your bar, to declare, 
whether any one single person had charged him 
(on tnejr own knowledge) of being guilty of 
any treasonable practice : And it has appeared 
to the contrary ; therefore this whole charge is 
founded upon the slight circumstances and im- 
probable inuendos before mentioned. 

Another objection which was raised, is, That 
Mr. JKelly mac^e resistance, when he was seized, 
till be had burnt sooie of bis papers ; hut my 
Xords, I do not see aay reason to lay this to the 
charge of the bishop., 

Kelly is to answer for his own actions, and 
ja Unfortunately like to suffer for them ; a per- 
son of hjs age might have many letters in his 
custody, which he did not care shoujjd be seen, 
and y$t of a different nature from $ 'traitorous 
correspondence. 

jfalT thw evidence is cmisia>red, I cannot 
th&jf your laraships will establish such a pre- 
cedent, which hereafter may be employed to 

M tortf ^^ar^ 290? ' 



ram faj&m* mpqptm : &*e*teft- 

after pams^d pe^luesjare wijustly Jftfic*e4 
°n J*QJJU?m*9 P«<Her*ty will derive, the original 
of such bills from $fee proceedings of this pa> 
liaw/ent ; .and what .qpiuion ^ill fee jf»*nW 
of us, should this be passed into a law, i sub- 
mit to every impartial person. 

It, must jie left to your lordship** : consja>ra- 
tiqp, which will be of most /fatal consequence 
jto the public, the* leaving this f ptecedent {of 
condemning on ,such kind of evidence) like a 
sword which your enemies ^nav take up whe* 
Jbey please, or the -banishing the bishop of ito- 
chester, in ,the evening of his days, who aj$p£ 
.could .do, in bis single person* no prejudice to 
*the .constitution : If be atere inclined to oy^rr 
turn it, as his enemies suggest, he is in a better 
situation abroad than at home, to execute that 
design, and direct toe .counsels pf {he disaftect* 
,ed. The ruin pf one man wjll not heal the 
.wound that s the passing of this Mil seems to 
make in the goxremmept of i^is ^inpdom. 

It has been said in the debpte, that the bi- 
shop ought to have made protestations of , his 
jeeoi for bis majesty ,fwd his &mUy ; but, J 
think, be took the fuost ready way of perform- 
ing his duty,, when he .shewed himself innocent 
of -the crimes laid , to jhis charge. 

If he had, made pse of any e*prea*ipa*,.w&>c|i 
those lords blame him for omitting, jhe same 
good nature would haw caU>d it hypocrisy ; 
and those who are displeased with his silence, 
would have accused him of insincerity. 
My Lords, 

This hjU seems as irregular in the punish- 
ments it inflicts, as it is in its /uundation, anil 
carries wUh it an unnatural degree of hard- 
ship. 

It is felony for his child reo to^wrespond witfk 
him : And in this circumstance, it is different 
from the only bill that carries with it the ieast 
resemblance of this ; J mean, that for the ha*- 
nishment of the earl of Clarendon. 

The earl had flown from *&e prosecution, 
and retired beyond sea. The Charges asawat 
him were, principally, * for advising a standing 
' army and another article exhibited was, 
' That he had advised and procured divers $F 
' his Majesty's subjects to he i«?prison«id against 
' la% in remote jslands, garrisons, and other 

* places, thereby to prevent them of the feene&t 

• of the law, and to produce precedents for 

' imprisoning any other of his Majesty's suj*r 
'j^cts in like mapper/ \ 

The 7th Article against him, was, ' That fee 
'had, in a short Mine, gained to himself |i 
'greater estate than can he imagined to fee 
' gained lawfully in so short a time ; and eon- 
' trary to his oath, he hath procured sever^ 
' grants under the great seal from bis Majffto 
' for himself, and his relations, of several of hjl 
' jyiajeaty's lands, hereditaments and leaw, t^ 
' phe idisproflt of his Majesty*.' 

There need ppt baye been a»y mtneases of 
these crimes, for they were apparent j aad 
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every body knew that be was^prime minister; 
yet sir Francis Goodyere, upon that debate in 
the House of Commons, declared the sentiments 
which t expressed at the beginning, ' That he 
' was not against proceeding, but uhsatis6ed to 

* do it without witness, it being like swearing 

* in wba Jflagistri.' 

Another great man*, upon the same question, 
and an ancestor to a noble lord near me, said ; 
' That if the parliament set aside law in this 
' case, we should be happy to see law declar- 
' ing the power of parliaments.' 

The punishment for corresponding with the 
earl, was high-treason, and then two positive 
witnesses were necessary to convict ; but, in 
this case, one corrupt, terrified, , and perjured 
person, may take away the life of the most in- 
nocent man. 

There is another great misfortune which this • 
bill brings upon the bishop, which is, that he is 
incapable of receiving his Majesty's pardon : 
This, my lords, is an entrenchment upon the 
prerogative : And what must make it the more 
severe in this case, is, that his Majesty's incli- 
nations to mercy (which are the distinguishing 
characters of his life) are stopped by this law, 
which the unfortunate prelate might have hopes 
of receiving, when be had merited it, by a du- 
tiful behaviour to the country that had sent 
him to wander abroad m exile, and by his fu- 
ture conduct have confirmed, if possible, the 
evidence he has given of his innocence. 
Mv Lords, 

In the case of the earl of Dan by, your lord- 
ships have declared, That his banishment should 
be no precedent, nor draw into example for the 
lime to come, and have so entered it in your 
journals* y 

It has been proved that this reverend prelate 
was at the time that he was suspected to be 
acting treason, engaged in studies of the most 
high nature, which is a circumstance that ought 
to have some weight. 

If this bill pass into a law, such evidence is 
established, and such a method of proceeding 
introduced, as must effectually render all that 
is dear to us precarious ; and if ever, hereafter, 
we should see a wicked administration, sup-^ 
ported by a corrupt majority in parliament, 
this step, taken in these times of liberty, will 
be sufficient precedent to give a colour of jus- 
rice to the actions of those who should be wan- 
ton in tyranny. 

The reverend prelate, who spoke before me, 
mentions some cases relating to bills of attain- 
der, wWch, in my poor opinion, differ very rnuch 
"from our present question. 
- * The attainder of sir John Fenwick, was only 
to supply the want of a witness, who had de- 
posed against him upon oath before the grand 
jury, and who was spirited away -by the priso- 
ner's friends : But at present, your lordships are 
to supply the defect of evidence, by condemn- 
ing on improbable conjecture. There was a 
noble lord in tins House the other day, I do not 

f Sir Heneage Finch, see vol. 4. p, 375, 



see him now, who made the greatest figure in 
oppositions that bill*, t wish we qpuirf have 

'his assistance on this occasion. 
My Lords, 

Since that reverend prelate has quoted some 
cases, he will permit me to remind him what 
has been formerly said upon acts of attainder; 
that such bills, like Sisy onus's stone, , have fre- 
quently rolled back upon those that were the 
chief promoters of them. 

This prudential argument should restrain ns 
from being too forward with them at this time 
of day. 

The act for the attainder of the earl of 
March, passed, because he bad been instru- 
mental in procuring the attainder of another 
lord, under pretence of a letter, which the re- 
cord says was no evidence. 

The lord Cromwell is another known in- 
stance of this observation; he was the first 
who advised tbis violent proceeding m Henry 
8th's time ; and it is remarkable, that the *<£• 
vice he gave to the ruin of others, proved, not 
long after, fatal to himself. 

I have now given your lordships the reasons 
why I am against the bill. I fear I have tired 
your patience, and shall therefore conclude with 
the words of the great man I before mentioned; 
I mean, sir Heneage Finch, in the case of the 
earl of Clarendon. " We have an accusa- 
tion upon hearsay, and if it is not made good, 
the blackest scandal hell can invent, lies at our 
doors." » 

His Grace was strongly supported by 

The Lord Bathurst, who took notice of the 
ungracious distinctions that were fixed on the 
members of that assembly, who differed in 
opinion from those who happened to have the 
majority : that for bis part, as he bad nothing 
in view but truth and justice* the good of his 
country, the honour of that House, and the 
discharge of his own conscience, he would 
freely speak his thoughts, notwithstanding all 
discouragements t that he would not complain 
of the sinister arts that had been used of late 
to render some persons obnoxious; and under 
pretence of their being so, to open their letters 
about their minutest domestic affairs ; for these 
small grievances he could easily bear; but 
when he saw things go so far, as to condemn a 
person of the highest dignity in the church, in 
such an unprecedented manner, und without 
any legal evidence, he thought it his duty to 
oppose a proceeding so unjust and unwarrant- 
able in itself, and so dangerous and dismal in 
its consequences. To this purpose, he begged 
leave to telf their lordships a story he had from 
several officers of undoubted credit, that served 
in Flanders in the late war. " A Frenchman, 
it seems, had invented a machine, which would 
not only kill more men at once, than any yet in 
use, but also disable for ever any man that 
should be wounded by it. Big with the hopes 

* Lord Harcourt. See vol. S; p. 1010. ' 
* See vol4.p.3?6. 
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^of n gfeat reward, he applied to one of the mi- 
nisters, who laid his project before the late 
French king; but that monarch, considering 
that so destructive an engine might soon be 
turned against his own men, did not think pro- 
per to encourage it, whereupon the inventer 
came over into England, and offered his service 
to some of our generals, who likewise rejected 
the proposal with indignation." The use and 
application of this story, added his lordship, is 
very obvious : for if this way of proceeding be 
admitted, it will certainly prove a very danger- 
ous engine: no man's life, liberty, or property 
will be safe ; and if those, who were in the ad- 
ministration-some years ago, and who had as 
great, a share in the affections of the people, as 
any that came after them, had made use of 
such a political machine, some of those noble 
persons, who now appear so zealous promoters 
of this bill, would not be in a capacity to serve 
his Majesty at this time. His lordship added, 
that if such extraordinary proceedings went on, 
he saw nothing remaining for him, and others 
to do, but retire to their country nouses, and 
there, if possible, quietly enjoy their estates, 
within- their own families, since the least cor- 
respondence, the least intercepted letter, might 
be made criminal. To this purpose his lord- 
ship quoted a passage out of cardinal de Retz's 
Memoirs, relating to that wicked politician, 
cardinal Mazarin, who boasted, " That if he 
had but two lines of any man's writing, with a 
few circumstances attested by witnesses, he 
could cut off his head when he pleased." His 
lordship also shrewdly animadverted on the 
majority of the venerable bench, towards which 
turning himself, he said, He could hardly ac- 
count for the inveterate hatred and malice, 
some persons bore the learned and ingenious 
bishop of Rochester, unless it was that they 
were intoxicated with the infatuation of some 
of the wild Indians, who fondly believe they 
inherit not only tne spoils, but even the abili- 
ties of any great enemy they kill. „ 

The Lord Strafford spoke on the same side, 
as did also 

Lord Trevor, who urged, That if men were 
in- this unprecedented manner, . proceeded 
against without legal proof, in a short time 
men would be tried, as they were liked by mi- 
nisters*, that for his own part, he believed he 
a|ood but indifferently in the opinion and 
liking of some persons, and therefore he had 
reason to think himself the more in danger, 
because at present they wanted the protection 
of the law, [meaning the Suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act] and as in a 3hort time, 
they were like to be so unhappy as to be de- 
prived of his Majesty's personal protection, and 
were still liable to be confined upon suspicion^ 
which he took to be no more than will and 
pleasure; they were consequently at the will and 
pleasure of the ministers: That, however,, no 
jfepprehension of what he might suffer should 
deter iiim from doing what he thought his duty : 
tbat # consonant to that principle, he had all 



along, and still opposed these extraordinary 
proceedings, which tended to lodge an exorbi- 
tant power in their fellow-subjects : That if he 
were to lose his liberty, he had rather give is 
.up to one single tyrant, than to many : for a 
tyrant, if a man of common understanding, 
would, for his own sake, be tender of the lives 
of his subjects; whereas many tyrants would 
endeavour to destroy one another, to get one 
another's employments. 

The Earl of Finlater erfdeavoured to shew, , 
That the evidence that had been produced be- 
fore them, being sufficient to convince any rea- 
sonable man, that there had beerj a detestable 
Conspiracy; and-that the bishop of Rochester 
had a great share in it, was likewise sufficient 
to justify this extraordinary proceeding agarose 
him, especially since they inflicted on him so- 
light a punishment, considering the heinous* 
ness of his crime. 

The Duke of Argyle pursued the same argu- 
ment ; run through and confuted the most es- 
sential parts of the Bishop's defence ; anoV 
with vehemence, aggravated his offence, by 
which he had debased his holy function and 
character, and acted contrary to the solemn 
and repeated oaths he had taken. 

The Lord Gamer spoke against the Bill. 

Lord Lechmere, who had all along expressed 
his dislike of these extraordinary proceedings, 
declaring it as jhis opinion, that there was suf- 
ficient evidence to support the charge. He 
was answered by 

Lord Cowper, who spoke as follows : 
My Lords, : . 

This debate has been already carried to that 
length, and is by all agreed to be of such im- 
portance, that I* am sure your lordships will 
permit me to enter into it without any apology. 

I am, my lords, against this bill, not only be- 
cause I think nothing has been offered sufficient 
for the support of it, but because I think the 
honour and' dignity of the crown, the dignity 
and authority of this House, and the credit 
and reputation of the House of Commons, 
concerned in the event of it. My lords, 
The proceedings of that House have been, 
in this case, very remarkable and uncom- 
mon : They voted the bishop guilty of high- 
treason the very first thing they did ; and it 
was reasonable to expect, that the consequence 
of that vote would have been an order for an 
impeachment in parliament, v or a prosecution 
in the ordinary course of law. But, my lords, 
we see they have taken another method, and 
that without weighing what the consequences 
might be. They have taken a method, whereby 
they have made themselves both judges and 
accusers. They could not, as judges, decently 
proceed, against the bishop, without hearing 
him, and therefore they gave him a day for that 
purpose, and thereby they discovered the 
dilemma into which they had run themselves. 
They found themselves obliged to bear .him, and 
yet they could not acquit him, because they 
had already prejudged him. It i* not therefore 
to be wondered that they hare passed this bill; 
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ttbogb, I bebevV, they wbulcr be very w*fl 
pleased yObf kfrdsbips should reject it, that the 
knowledge of their having taken so wrong a 
s&p, might the sooner bo fbrgott^. 

A great deat has been said, ond> surely tod 
nflich cannot be* said; to shew thu 1 ? this feHfis' 
ah infringement upon the" authority of this 
House; It becomes your lordships -to support 
your dignity, and to shevV a satiable' resfetit*- 
nent, when the least of your privileges is in- 
vaded: Yodr lordships; upon this occasion, 
Wdtrtd do well to follow the example eveh of 
thir very House of Commons: How con- 
temptuously did they throw out a bill lately sent 
them, because they thought it looked like a 
irioney * bill? And will your lordships suffer 
them' to share' your authority, to become judges 
•qua! with yourselves, when' there is no neces* 
sity for it? Iu this case, it iff manifest, there 
can Ire no necessity, because the bishop is 
altiesriable to justice : He has* been confined 
several months; he is now 14 strictly guarded; 
aiid, nO doubt, the zeal of the governor will 
preveri t hi* runrimg away i But, my lords, if it 
couid be supposed that this bill did not affect 
your lordships* authority ; yet if it afreets the 
, honour of tne crown, I am sure, it will raise a 
becoming indignation in us all against it. This 
bill, if your lordships pass it, will put his Ma- 
jestjf under the unavoidable necessity of re- 
fusing the' rdyal assent' to it, or of condemning 
one of his subjects, a lord of parliament, and a 
bishop of that <hufch of which his Majesty is 
guardian and protector, in a case at lea^t doubt- 
ful ; and that without hearing one" word either 
of th# charge; Or of the defence'. My lords, 
It hath been often said, (I wish it were said 
without ground^) that we' have a disaffected 
party amongst us; I am persuaded, it is far 
from the intention of any lord here, to advise 
hfe Majesty to do any thing that might possibly 
increase that disaffection: But whether the 
passing of such a bill against a bishop: of the 
church' of England,' unheard, may not give a 
handle to the clamorous, to raise an odium 
alUinsthi^Majesty^sachiiinistratiort'jTs submitted 
to your lordships. His Majesty's great cle- 
mency arid mercy afe knbwn to all tWwcrld; 
afld he has befen in ' nothing mere conspicuous, 
than in the exercise of those royal virtues: 
ing, then, your lordship* sh'duhf pas's this 



Bu% how can you ever hope for the" royalas- 
•gnt to it ? These objections, that concern the 
" tig; appear to me unanswerable, not only 
fah regard to this" bill, but to a!f bills of 
•ftatdder in general. I think they ought 
iM&ve> to be allowed, but when the* offen- 
der flifes" from justice, or' is in open* rebellion; 
add then, perhaps, the notoriety of the fact 
sriay be some excuse for the extraorffinarinesi 
i of the proceeding. 
My Lords, 

I expected to' have heard from that reverend 
bench many arguments of ' another kind against' 
this bill, which are prOpetly within their sphere, 
and which I ant sure they are perfect masters 



of. Tntf Old' cbampten* of our cburcn dsekf to 
ratine very learnedly) * That to mate' of tb 
- detrtmV bishops was not the business of rbV 
state 1 ; that there is « spiritual relation "between 
a bishop and hisflnck, deriveU from the" church, 
with which the state has" nothihg to do :" fidt 
this bit! derives the bishbr/of that sjfilritdal 1 ref- 
lation, without the? contmrrerice oT trie dhtfrth. 
The parfiameht; alone ddeVit; andit must be 
owned, that if the pathamentr cad, do it, thejr 
can as well make a imV one in his room* ; and 
a clause for that purpose; adtiedto this" bill, 
would as 4 effectually do the one as the other. 
What, the thoughts Of our reverend prelates afe* 
upon these points^ does not yet fully appear ; 
something of their conduct intimates, as if our 
old divines were mistaken: But, be 7 that as it 
will, as the judgment of our prelates will carrjr 
great weight, and aS the reasons for such their 
judgment roust needs be convincing I' do not 
doubt but they will give'your lorrtsmps full sa- 
tisfaction before this debate comes to a period. 
In the' mean titriej I speak my cdhoem, that if 
acts of parliament are made to interfere with 
church-affairs r if bishops are to be ptit in or 
turned out at pleasure; arid all' this to be dorte 
without the concurrence of the church, the 
world abroad may, though unjustly, look upon 
our church as a creature only of the state, and 
treat, our bishops, as if they were no more 
than state officers. I hope', however, from! the 
courage, zeal, and conduct of odr present re- 
verend prelates; whatsoever' becomes of ! this 
bill, that they will be able to wipe off any such 
scandal : They certainly have the' honour;" the 
dignity, and authority of oorcfturcrY always at' 
heart; and every thing teridrr^tb'ber interest, 
they will most zealously promote. But whether 
the passing of this bill promote hef { ittterdst r of 
be of any service to her, they best know : Fm» J 
my part/ 1 cannot even guess at any adtfahtage 
she possibly can receive' by it, unless it'be^rmV 
That it will make the bishoprtck of : Rochester, 
and the deanry of Westminster, 4o' become' 
vacant. 

My Lords, 

This bill carries in the frame of it an in- 
vincible objection' to 1 it ; for the preamrJfe and 
the enacting part, the crime arid the punish- 
men, bear no proportion to each other. The 1 
preamble cdntains a charge of high-treason 
against the bisbop; and, pray, my lords, why 
should he n6t be punished 1 Wbrdmgfyr Is it 
because 1 he is a bishop of the church" of Eng- 
land, or a lord of parliament, or in high favour 
with the king or his ministers ? I have not beard 
that the bishop bath been at court of late ; but 
be it either of these', it would be so far frOnV 
being . a reason for mitigating bis punishment, 
that it ought, if possible, to increase it. My 
Lords', Our laws, have wisely taught ustobave 
a just abhbrredce of high-treasdh; and bare 
ordained for it the severest punishment that' 
Engifsb clemency will admit of; and shaif he, ■ 
who has been voted the prindpal fcotitrivej antf 4 
director of this most hoif id antf detestable 
tre*s6o/e«rapVw^ 
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crimes deserve* and that toeiw fuft parliament ? 
Jdethiaks, if it were necessary that the legisla- 
ture should interpose in tbisxase, the heinous- 
ness of\be offence should fire their resentment ; 
stud instead of abating the punishment, should 
put then? upon heightening it with all the cir- 
cumstances of severity that their wisdom could 
contrive. As in the case of the late South-Sea 
directors e No one will say, out that they might 
have been punished as cheats, without the help 
j>f an act of. parliament ; but as the punish- 
ment ordained by our laws for such offences 
came not up to the aggravating circumstances 
^of their guilt, a law was made to punish them 
on purpose; and they, were justly stripped of 
their estates, who had before so notoriously 
cheated, bubbled, and beggared the whole na- 
tion. What reason, then, can be given why 
the bishop should not be punished, at least equal 
with others, in cases of high-treason? Why 
truly, the want of legal evidence is the only 
reason pretended: A reason ! in my appre- 
hension, so very mean and trifling, that it ought 
not to have been heard in the supreme judica- 
ture of a nation, without the severest censure, 
andsuch as would well become your lordships 
to treat with the utmost indignation and con- 1 
tempt; 

, for, my Lords, is it come to this at last, that 
after so much grimace, so much noise and stir, 
after committing the bishop for high-treason, 
after voting him a traitor, and treating him as 
euch, roust it at length come out, that there is no 
legal evidence against him ! To palliate the 
matter a little, a distinction is endeavoured to 
lie made, between legal evidence an^ real evi- 
dence, or between such evidence as our law 
requires, and such as in natural justice and 
equity ought to be admitted. But, my Lords, 
this is a distinction entirely without a differ- 
ence; for what is evidence of a fact before any 
judicature whatsoever, but such testimony as 
tho nature of the case requires, to induce a 
moral certainty of the truth of the thing tes- 
tified : The greater or less consequence the 
case is of, the more or less proof is required 
to induce such certainty. Thus, in ordinary 
•natters, barely to prove a hand-writing is held 
sufficient evidence; because, ra such cases, it 
is not to be supposed the hand- writing should be 
counterfeited : In other cases, seeing the party 
write, is necessary to be proved; and still as 
the weight of the case increases, stronger proof 
is required. Ever since the reversal of the at- 
tainder of colonel Algernon Sidney, the prov- 
ing -of treason bv Ae proving of hand-writing, 
fcath been, with, great justice, condemned; and, 
wbjj I pray? But; because there can be no 
honcUw ruing but what will admit of a counter* 
felt; and nothing that is capable of being coun- 
terfeited, carries withsit such a degree of cer- 
tainty, as is necessary where a man's life and 
fortune is concerned. My Lords, legal evi- 
dence is nothing else but such real and certain 
proof, as ought, in natural justice and equity, 
to- be received ; and therefore the oath of one 
credible witness, being certain ami sufficient to 
VwuVjII. 
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induce a belief of the thing he swears, is legal 
evidence; and yet so tender is our law, so great 
a degree of certain cy doth it require, that, as it 
now stands, two positive witnesses are required 
to convict a man of high-treason. This, how- 
ever, hath been preposterously enough urged, 
to shew a difference between legal and real evi- 
dence : and sir John Fen wick's Case hath been 
cited for the same purpose. But this, with 
submission, shews no difference at alt; for will 
any one say, that one credible witness is not 
legal evidence? Can any court in the kingdom, 
upon a trial of high-treason, refuse to hear 
such evidence? And is not such evidence suffi- 
cient too in all cases, where some positive 
law, for the greater certainty, doth not require 
more? * x 

One of the learned gentlemen at the bar, 
(Mr. Waerg,) I .suppose out of pure zeal for this 
bill, and not with a design to misguide his au- 
dience, did roundly affirm before your, lord* 
ships, that no evidence, strictly speaking, waa 
legal, but what was mathematical.. I am con- 
fident, that gentleman would not have given 
this as his opinion under his hand at his cham- 
ber, because he knows it is directly contrary to 
truth: He knows very well that no offender, 
that puts himself upon his trial, can be convict- 
ed, but upon the oath of one or more witnesses ; 
he dares not deny but that such conviction it 
founded upon legal evidence, strictly so speak* 
ing; and no one will pretend to say, that any 
evidence of witnesses can be called mathemati- 
cal. But the gentleman goes on, and says^ 
That the evidence for this bill is legal, in the 
general sense-of the word : On the contrary, I 
beg leave to affirm, That it is not legal in any 
sense whatsoever. No act of Parliament hath 
niside it legal, nor can it, in natural justice and 
equity, be called so, for Want of sufficient cer- 
tainty; and, indeed, it hath been admitted 
throughout this debate, and even by the counsel 
who spoke first for this bill, that it is not tup- 
ported by legal evidence. But this gentleman 
was pleased to go still farther, for he affirmed 
before your lordships, Thatxiepositions taken 
in writing, were not evidence in any court of 
law. My Lords, it is- pity that in so fine a 
speech there should be so much false doctrines 
It is very true, that the law doth require the 
best evidence that the nature of the case will 
admit of ; and therefore will not suffer the de-- 
positions of a witness in writing to ^ read, 
where such witness cab be examined vita voce-:- 
But that gentleman could not but know, that 
where such living witness is not to be had, his 
depositions in writing are never refused, nor, 
any other evidence that, in natural justice and 
equky, Can tend to discover the truth of the 
fact in question with certainty. 
My j^ords, 

The wisdom and goodness of our law appear 
in nothing more remarkably, than in the per- 
spicuity, certainty, and clearness 'of the evi- 
dence it requires to fix' a crime upon any man, 
whereby his hfe, his liberty, or his property may 
be concerned ; Herein we glory and pride ow>. 

Z 
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*elves, and are justly tbe envy of all our neigh* 
bpur nations. Our law, in such cases, requires 
evidence so clear and convincing, that every 
bv-stander, the instant he hears it, rnust be 
fully satisfied of the truth of it; ft admire of no 
surmises, inuendo's, forced consequences, or 
harsh constructions, nor any thing else to be 
offered as evidence, but what is real and sub- 
stantial, according to the rules of patural justice, 
And equity. 

These are the rules the judges go by, nor have 
tfiey any other in determining what is, or what 
is not to be admitted as evidence before them ; 
and therefore to^say, that the law refuses such 
evidence as is real, and ought, irr natural justice 
anjj equity, to be admitted, is to east an im- 
putation upon the law, which is not only un- 
just, but entirely groundless. My Lords, I 
think sufficient hath been said to shew the mis- 
take of those noble lords who have endeavoured 
to distinguish between legal and real evidence. 
The distinctions that have been made, and the 
instances that have been produced^ shew only 
what legal evidence is sufficient for conviction* 
and what not; and if that were the question 
«o sv before your lordships, it wtould deserve ano- 
ther consideration. 

The present question is, Whether any evi- 
dence at all has been offered to your lordships 
to fix treason upon the bishop of Rochester; 
and for my part, my Lords, I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that yon have had no such evidence : It 
Js on alt hands agreed, that no legal evidence of 
treason has been offered against him ; and, 1 
hope, I have sufficiently satisfied your lordships, 
that if ic be not legal evidence, *it is not real 
evidence, or such, as in natural 'justice and 
equity, ought to be admitted, and consequently 
no evidence at all. My Lords, the counsel for 
the bill have not attempted to prove positively 
auainst the bishop any one single criminal act: 
The circumstances that they have offered are 
in my opinion, so far from- affecting him, that 
they carry in inem no appearance of guilt in 
bim whatsoever. If indeed there had been any 
one positive witness against him, your lord- 
ships, perhaps, (as was done in sir John Fen- 
wick's Case) might, with some appearance of 
reason, have admitted circumstances in support 
of such witness, rather than a man of the 
bishops rank and character should go unpu- 
nished ; and, indeed, I think, no man's cunning 
aught to be a protection for his villainy ; and I 
hope, and do not doubt, tut all traitors will, 
one time or other, meet with their just rewards. 
But, my lords, in the case before you, the 
whole charge is built updo circumstances, and 
these are said to be supported by other circum- 
stances; but ail of them are so remote, so 
general, and, I may 6ay, so inoffensive, that 
they might suit any lord here as well as the 
bishop ; for there is not one single circumstance 
of them ^11, such as in its nature would be ad- 
mitted as evidence of. any crime against any 
'man in any court in the kingdom. » 

To come, my Lords, to particulars, the trea- 
son charged upon the bishop is, That be dictat- 



ed to Kelly the three letters, dated the *Oth of 
April, 1722, signed, Jones, Illington, and 137S. 
And in marintainance of this charge, it is said r 
that those three letters ware the same band- 
writing with* another letter produced before 
your lordships, and dated the 20th of August 
following: That from the 20tb of April to the 
20th of August, letters were continually sent 
abroad in the same hand-writing ; that these 
letters contained a treasonable correspondence ; 
that they are the hand-writing of Kelly ; that 
Kelly had been with the bishop two or three 
times within these, two or three years past ; that 
there are circumstances in the case of. Jones in 
this correspondence, that suit with the case of 
Illington, and circumstances in the case of both 
that suit with the bishop. These are the facts 
that are the main foundation upon which the 
bishop's heavy charge is built ; and surely it 
well behdves your lordships to consider serious- 
ly how they are proved, and in what manner, 
and with what degree ef certainty they affect 
him. 

The three letters taken simply carry no trea- 
son in them ; they have not yet been deci- 
phered into treason, and were it not for a name 
in the direction of one of them, which is said to 
be a cant name of the Pretender's, tbey probap 
bly might have passed as harmless undesigning 
letters ; will your lordships therefore suppose 
that the writer directed his letter to the Pre- 
tender by the cant name. of Jackson, when yet 
it does not appear that he ever knew the Pre- 
tender had such a cant <name? Ought we not 
rather to suppose in favour of innocence, that 
the letter was not intended for the Pretender, 
but for one whose real name it bears ? These 
cant names, and the art of the. decipherers 
have been the means made use of to make this 
correspondence treasonable ; but will it not be 
thought hard that a man must be conjured into 
treason by a magic art that none of us under- 
stand, and by a parcel of names tliat the wisest of 
us are not yet able to discover whether they were 
designed for cant names or for real ones ? To 
make the raatterclearer, the clerks of the post- 
office are called, and they prove that the several 
letters, produced before your lordships, are true 
copies of original letters, sent abroad as direct- 
ed; which originals, according to the best of 
their judgment and belief, are the same hand* 
writing wibh the letter of the 20th ef August 
abovementioned. This judgment and belief of 
theirs is founded, without comparing any two 
of these originals together, or without pretend- 
ing to say whose hand-writing tbey are, or to 
whom they belong. My Lords, I have already 
observed, that the proving of a band-writing is, - 
at best, but evidence too precarious and uncer- 
tain, to make good a charge of so weighty a 
nature as this in judgment bejpre you; but I 
cannot help taking notice, that the proof of 
these letters, so as to make them treasonable, is 
still more precarious, more uncertain and slip- 
pery, than any thing of the kirtd I ever met 
with. The usual way to prove a hand-writings 
so as U> fix a charge upon the writer, is, forth* 
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witness to swear that he hath frequently seen 
the party write, or that he hath corresponded 
'with him, and received several letters from him. 
and therefore is very well acquainted with his 
usual character and way of writing : and then 
the writing itself is produced, the witness swears 
to it, and the import of it is discovered by every 
by-stander. But here these post-office clerks 
are forced to call in aid, a messenger and a ser- 
vant, to fix the hand- writing of the letters they 
produce ; the letters themselves are unintelligi- 
ble, and therefore the assistance of the rfecy- 
pherers and some cant names must be added, 
. -before they can wire-draw treason out of them! 
_My Lords, these decypherers refuse to give 
your lordships any reason for the construction 
they have made; they shelter themselves by 
saying, that to give you a reason, would be to 
discover their art ; happy art, indeed, that shall 
enable the artist to swear a man into high- trea- 
son, an$) yet it shall not be in the power of the 
accused person to disprove Him. I do not find 
that these gentlemen pretend to act by unerring 
rules; the y themselves own they may be mistaken, 
and therefore until your lordships are let farther 
into their secret, you will judicially look upon 
the art of decyphering to be no more than the 
art of guessing, and esteem him that guesses 
best to be the best decypherer. 

The messenger and servant that have been 
called to finish the doubtful evidence of this 
hand-writing, and to fix it upon Kelly, are far 
from giving your lordships such an account of 
it, as ean induce you to believe they are suffi- 
ciently acquainted with it ; they do not pretend 
to say, that they have been frequently accus- 
tomed to see or observe him write, or that they 
ever received any letters from him, or ever were 
privy to any of his correspondences ; these 
things, one would have thought, might easily 
bave been proved against a man of Kelly's great 
dealing and acquaintance, in as full and clear 
a manner as the nature of the thing would ad- 
mit of. Your lordships then are pleased to ob- 
serve, that the evidence offered to prove this 
band-writing, so as to make it criminal, consists 
of three distinct branches, supported by three 
different sets/ of witnesses ; and that each of 
these three several sets bave given a very lame, 
.doubtful and obscure evidence ; but^if their 
evidence had been ever so full and positive, yet 
I must beg leave to insist, that it is such as is 
in its nature dubious and uncertain, and there* 
fore in a case of this consequence ought not to 
be relied on. This wiH appear still the plainer, 
from the different opinions observable among 
the different witnesses, insomuch that I may 
well venture to say your lordships are as yet at 
a loss by whom these letters were wrote ; but 
if you will have any regard to numbers, and to 
the nature and circumstances of the testimony 
given by those numbers, the evidence is much 
stronger, and more, clear and convincing, that 
they w»ere not wrote by Kelly, than that they 
were ; and if they were not wrote by him, it 
will become your lordships to consider care- 
folly what you are a-doing; for then the foun-. 



dation of this bill will be sapped, and of course 
the whole fabric must fall -to the ground. 

But, my lords, supposing these letters were 
really the hand-writing of Kelly, that they were 
of that treasonable signification that the decy- 
pherers contend for, and that the names men- 
tioned in them did not belong to real persons, 
but were- cant names to denote the Pretender 
and his agents ; I say, my Lords, supposing all 
this true of*Kelly, how will it affect the bishop ? 
Might not Kelly write these letters, and carry 
on this correspondence without the bishop's 
direction ? Must the bishop answer for Kelly's 
crimes, because Kelly happens to be a non- 
jurejr? or because he was employed to buy 
gloves and stockings for tfce bisbop, must your 
lordships therefore infer that be was employed 
to write treason for him ? Suppose Kelly had 
actually lived in the bishop's family as his secre- 
tary, have we not seen, not many years since, 
even a Jesuit* a bishop's domestic without of- 
fence ? Give me leave, my Lords, to carry this 
point a little farther : Has any thing-been offer- 
ed to induce your lordships Xm believe that 
Kelly saw the bishop, or he^rd from him for 
several months before this correspondence be- 
gan? Has any one word been said, or hint 
given, either from cant, names or decyphered 
letters, or any otherwise howsoever, tending to 
that purpose ? Nay, my Lords, have vou not 
had as much evidence as the nature of the thing 
is capable of, that the bishop could not dictate, 
nor Kelly write those letters, at any time near 
the time of their date? And if they were dictated 
by the bishop, it must be about that time, be- 
cause the circumstances mentioned in the letter 
would not suit him at any other time. And 
here, my Lords, it is proper to observe, that 
the managers for the bill, when they were to 
apply the circumstances of Jones and Illingtoa 
in the letters to the bishop's case, they built the 
wbole of theirarguments upon the date of those 
letters; but when they saw .that the bishop ♦ 
had fully proved that it was impossible he could 
dictate them at that time, why then truly they 
vary their charge, and say, that it was not his 
dictating the letters at that time, but his dic- 
tating the letters of that date that they contend- 
ed for ; and they tax the bishop with a partial 
and fallacious defence, for applying it to the 
time, and not to the. fact. But, I think, with 
great submission, that the bishop has made 
a very just defence. I think he could not 
have made a better; and under the disad- 
vantage of proving a negative, I think it was 
almost impossible he should have made one so 
good. For your lordships well remember, he 
was charged as the author of the letters signed 
Jones and Illrngton, because he was under the 
circumstances of Jones and Illingtoa, at the 
time of the date of those letters : But the bi- 
shop hath fully proved, that he could not be th© 
author of them at that time ; and if he were 



* The famous Jesuit La Pilioncre, who made 
sd great a figure, Anno 1717, in what was then, 
called the Bangoriaa Controversy. , 
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not at that time, he could not -be so at any other 
time ; for take away the date of those letters, 
and the relation between Jones and Illington, 
and the bishop, yon must of course take away 
likewise. But then as your lordships are yet at 
a loss when, of by whom, these letters were 
either dictated pr wrote, shall the tallying of a 
few circumstances in them with the bishop's 
case, supposing them to be wrote about the 
time of their date, make him guilty of high- 
treason ; especially when his counsel have 
shewed us, from the letters themselves, as many 
instances wherein they differed ? Must Mrs. 
Jones and 'the bishop's lady -signify the same 
person, because they died about the Same time ? 
Or must Mrs. Jones and Mrs* Illington signify 
the same person, because by a letter wrote, no 
one knows by whom, or when, mention is made 
of the death of one Mrs. Jones, and another 
letter condoles the death of one Mrs. Illington ? 
Or is. the bishop guilty of high-treason, be- 
cause he is supposed to be meant by Jones and 
Iliington ; when yet, through the whole corres- 
pondence, there is no treason committed either 
Dy Jones or Illington ? But admitting that all 
the circumstances that have been produced 
Against the bishop, hit him so exactly, that it is 
morally impossible they could mean any body 
else ; yet still, my Lords, what has the bishop 
to do with it ? Might he not be thus described, 
and thus spoke of, and yet know nothing at all 
of the matter? And if he is thus to suffer for 
what another man may have said of him, I am 
sure he is the first, and I hope he will be the last 
that ever will be distinguished in so extraor- 
dinary a manner. The sum then of all the cir- 
cumstances that have been offered as evidence 
against the bishop, amounts to this ; here have 
been a parcel of cant names produced and 
made use of against him, which, for ought ap- 
pears, he never beard of. Here have been let- 
ters produced, and read against him, wrote in 
cyphers, and of a hand-writing not pretended 
to be the bishop's, and of which your lordships 
have as yet had no. manner of certainty. A 
construction hath been put upon these letters, 
which, in several circumstances, hit the bishop, 
and, in several other, miss him ; but amongst 
all these circumstances, there is not the least 
hint of any word said, or act done by him, re- 
lating to this conspiracy, from first to last ; nor 
doth it appear, that he was ever privy to it, or 
so much as heard of it, till it was known to all 
the world. And yet, my lords, these, and such 
as these, are the circumstances whereby the 
bishop is to be guessed into high-treason ; but 
I hope your lordships will be very cautious how 
you male precedents of such wretched guess- 
work; The celebrated letter of Dubois, now 
before you, is a notable proof of the necessity 
of such caution ; for we see the" grand promo- 
ters of this bill cannot agree in their construc- 
tion, or tbey hare at least changed their opi- 
nions about that famous letter. 

The uncertainty of this way of guessing, puts 
sne in miad of some remarkable circumstances 
relating to the renowned Mr, Neynoe, which I 



had like to have forgotten, and which* thongb 
they seem to be under theSaisibrtune of being 
slighted here, .do yet, in the Report of the com* 
mittee of the House of Commons, make a very 
considerable figure. Those circumstance* of 
Neynoe in that Report, appear to be not only 
the foundation of the charge against Kelly and 
the bishop, but even the foundation of the plot 
itself ; and the art and management with which 
they are there dressed up, do well desert e your 
lordsltips' attention. It seems, my Lords, this 
worthy man had been examined four several 
times ; his examinations were taken in writing, 
and contained an historical account of the car- 
rying on of this conspiracy. The learned com- 
mittee, at the same time that they would repre- 
sent him as a vile and infamous fellow, and 
would be thought to look upon his examina- 
tions as insufficient, do yet open their scene with 
this very account, and build entirely upon it. 
But would any one believe that Neynoe was 
never sworn to, or so much at signed any one 
of these examinations ? Can any body think 
that he was not required to do one or both ? 
Does not every body know, that they would 
otherwise be of no use ? May we not therefore 
reasonably suppose, that he refused to da ei- 
ther the one or the other? And can any rea- 
son be given for such refusal, but that they were 
not true ? 

My Lords, 

The committee were well aware, that great 
objections would be made to this kind of evi- 
dence, and therefore they have added to it 
some circumstantial hearsays, which they call 
the corroborating and concurrent proofs of 
Neynoe's testimony- But pray, my Lords, 
what are these corroborating and concurrent 
proofs ? Why, they are of this kind, one man 
heard another man say, that a third man was 
concerned in this conspiracy. Behold then the 
sum of the argument, Neynoe's examination is 
admitted of itself to signify nothings the damn 
likewise cannot be denied of Pander's hearsay: 
But however both these nothings make up 
something to prove the plot, because they are 
the corroborating and concurrent proofs of each 
other. And thus the learned committee have 
so contrived it, that they have made these ex- 
aminations of Neynoe to be of more use, and 
to serve their purpose better, than if Neynoe 
himself had been now living, and produced be- 
fore your lordships; and therefore it looks as 
if it were prophetically known, that the rtoan 
intended to hurl himself out of the world with 
a winding sheet*. But however that be, it is 
mattter of surprize, that these examinations, 
which the committee treated so respectfully, 
should now by the counsel be so slighted, that 
they have scarce mentioned them, but as if they 
were ashamed of them ; and yet they are as gooJl 

* Neynoe got out of the messenger's nooses 
where he was confined, by tying the sheets of 
his bed together, and sliding down from the 
window, but was drowned in attempting t» 
maH* bjs escape. 
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evidence as any that have been offered in fa- 
vour of the bill now before Vour lordships. 
. But, my Lords, in the course of this debate, 
it hath been warmly urged, that though there 
be not legal evidence against the bishop, yet 
that aJhthe circumstances that have been of- 
fered against htm are sufficient to convince any 
irian in his private judgment that the bishop is 
guilty. Nay, it hath been said, that these 
circumstances put together, are stronger and 
more convincing, than any positive evidence 
whatsoever; and therefore that no one can 
doubt of the bishop's guilt, though some, out of 
compassion or good nature, might be induced 
to vote in his favour. How strong and con- 
vincing, or rather how impertinent and trifling 
these circumstances are, I have already observ- 
ed to your lordships; and I must say, it was not 
without a good deal of concern, that I heard 
that urged as the result of judgment, which could 
have no other foundation than in opinion Only. 
But, my Lords, this is not the first instance 
wherein I have observed judgment and opinion 
to be confounded and mistaken the one for the 
other, and that too in a very gross and danger-! 
ous manner. My Lords, men's opinions, ge- 
nerally speaking, are nothing else but their 
fancies or imaginations, and are usually ground- 
ed upon personal pique, or party prejudice. 
These are weak ana slender foundations, and 
have nothing to do, and I hope in England 
never will have any thing to do, where a man's 
life, his liberty, or his property is concerned. 
But, my Lords, a man forms his judgment ac- 
cording to the evidence that is offered him, that 
alone is his rule; and as the perspicuity or 
uncertainty of that appears, justice requires a 
determination accordingly. The compliment 
.therefore upon the noble lords that have ap- 
peared against this bill (if it was- intended as a 
compliment) carries a very severe sting in the 
tail of it, as it supposes those noble lords to be 
possibly capable of giving an unjust judgment. 
My Lords, the earl of Strafford lost his head for 
accumulative treason. A great many facts 
were laid to his charge, and though it was 
agreed on all hands, that not one of them 
•ingly amounted to treason, yet it was insisted on 
that all of them pot together shewed an inten- 
tion in him to subvert the government, and 
therefore that he was a traitor. The torrent of 
those times taught men to argue, that though 
the charge against the earl did not contain legal 
treason, yet ip was morally impossible that he • 
could commit the crimes contained in that 
charge, and not intend the destruction of the 
state ; that the facts by him done, shewed him 
more a traitor than any positive act of treason 
could do ; and that if men were satisfied in 
their private opinions that the earl was, in the 
tnajn, guilty of treason, be ought to suffer ac- 
cordingly. My Lords, this was the reasoning 
of those days; a reasoning which I hope 
your lordships will neither imitate nor encou- 
rage, because it was the foundation of those 
proceedings against that great earl, 4vhich were 
. aoea after m full Parliament so jsitly branded ; 



[346 

and if future Parliaments should not be able to 
discover any difference between the inconve- 
niencies arising from accumulative evidence and 
accumulative treason, may they not with great 
justice censure us 1 by condemning the one 
equally with the other ? That which was then 
called accumulative treason, was afterwards ad- 
judged tb be no treason, and I hope your lord- 
ships will yet adjudge this accumulative evi- 
dence to be no evidence: I am sere yon will not 
unish a man in the severest manner, until yoo 
ave had some reason given you, why you 
should punish him at all. You* will not first 
believe a man a criminal without proof, and 
then ' admit a criminal construction to be 
forced upon every innocent action, only to 
support such belief. You will not adjudge a 
man guilty of the highest crime against the law, 
when his prosecutors themselves own, they 
cannot make good any one branch of their 
charge according to law. 

The bishop's case must be owned to be very 
hard, and the evidence against him very weak, 
when his own letter to his son, and the letter to 
Dubois, are put to the torture to help out 
the charge against him. As' for the letter to 
Dubois, it is amazing to consider that such 
v pains should be taken from a similitude of a 
broken impression on wax with a whole one, 
and a similitude of two little £'s* 9 to fix it 
upon the bishop ; which, when fixed, can serve 
no purpose at all against him ; for that letter 
hath neither date, subscription, cypher, nor 
cant name in it; and for ought appears may 
have been wrote before the man was bom 
whom they would mean by Johnson, therein 
named. Nothing treasonable is pretended to 
be guessed out -of it, nor, for aught appears, 
was it ever, seen by any one besides the writer; 
. and yet because it is there said that the writer 
wrote something (no one knows what, or when, 
or to whom) in the hand of one Mr. Johnson, 
your lordships are persuaded to infer, in 
opposition to the positive evidence of all the 
bishop's family, that KeHy was an intimate of 
the bishop's, and employed to write his trea- 
sons. The use that is made of the bishop's 
letter taken from his servant, is still more 
extraordinary. I have indeed too often ob- 
served doubtful actions, by the help of bold 
innuendoes, construed criminally ; but to give 
that in evidence which was neither said nor 
done, to innuendo silence itself into high-trea- 
son, is entirely new, and the learned counsel 
deserve the glory of the discovery. But the 
bishop's case will still appear the harder, when 
it is considered, that such stress hath been laid 
upon such remote and distant circumstances hi 
favour of tnis Bill, and at the same time your 
lordships were not pleased to receive on the 
. bishop's behalf legal evidence, real evidence, 
and such as in natural justice and equity ought 
to have been admitted. * 

The hill that hath lately passed both Hons** 
against fcelly, doth not hinder him from being 

* See the duke of Wbatmtf$*pmtfy+*Wp 
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still a witness, for it hath not yet had the 
royal assent, and perhaps never may ; but if it 
had, there is, as I apprehend, nothing in that 
bill, that will take away his testimony in any 
court in the kingdom. But be that as it will, I 
must beg leave to insist that he is at present a 
good witness, and as every body is satisfied 

* that it was in his power to clear up tllis whole 
affair, who knows what the awe of an oath 
might have extorted from him ? He appears to 
fee a man uuder the influence of conscience, 
for his refusing the oaths -to the government, 
and thereby suffering his subsistence to be 
taken from him, is a manifest proof of it. If 
therefore your lordships had permitted Kelly to 

' fee produced when the bishop called for him, 
something probably roighf have been discovered 
to have ascertained either the bishop's guilt or 
his innocence. But as his case now stands, 
the evidence of his guilt appears very dark, 
. and for ought I can observe, is like to con- 
tinue so* 

My Lords ; I have now done: and if upon 
this occasion, I have tired your patience, or 
discovered a warmth unbecoming me, your 
lordships will impute it to the concern I am 
under, lest, if this Bill should pass, it should 
become a dangerous precedent for after ages. 
My zeal, as an Englishman, for the good of my 
country, obliges me to set my face against op- 
pressmen in every shape ; and wherever I think 
I meet with it (it matters not whether one man 
or five hundred be the oppressors) I shall be 
sure to oppose it with all my might : For vain 
will be the boast of the excellency of our con- 
stitution ; in vain shall we talk of our liberty 
and property • secured to us by laws, if a pre- 
cedent shall .be established to strip us of both, 
where both law and evidence are confessedly 
wanting. - 

- My Lords ; Upon the whole matter, I take 
this Bill to be derogatory to the diguity of the 
Parliament in general, to the dignity of this 
House in particular: I take the Pains and 
Penalties in it to be much greater, or much 
less^ than the bishop deserves ; I take every 
individual branch of the charge against him to 
fee unsupported by any evidence whatsoever. I 
think there are no grounds for any private>opi- 
nion of the bishop's guilt, but what arises from 
private prejudice only ,-I think private prejudice 
has nothing to do with judicial proceedings, I 
3m therefore for throwing out this Bill. 

The Bill for inflicting Paint and Penalties 
en the Bishop of Rochester passed.] The earls 
of Peterborough aud Cholmondeley spoke for 
the Billf and then the question being put, it 
was resolved that the Bill do pass. * .Content, 
83. Not Content, 43. ' 

* " The commitment of the bishop of Ro- 
chester to the Tower, bad occasioned great 
clamours. Under pretence of his being af- 
flicted with the gout, be was publicly prayed 
for in mostiof the churches of Londou and 
Wottmnster, and a print of him wis circulated, 



Protest against'it.] 
" Dissentient* 

1. " Because the objection which we thought 
lay against the bills of Plunket and KeUy, that 
the Commons are thereby, in effect, let into an 
equal share of judicature with the Lords, does 
hold stronger, as we apprehend ^ against the 
present bill, since by means of it a lord of par- 

1 1 i' ' . " m • * •' " — 

in which he was- represented looking through 
the grate of a prison, and holding, in his hand a 
portrait of archbishop Laud, with some verses, 
o&nmiserating bis situation, and calling him 

" a second Laud, 
u Whose Christian courage nothing fears but God." 

" It was also apprehended, that his removal 
on board the ship which was to convey him 
into banishment, would have been the signal of 
insurrection, but no tumults took place. Wal- 
pole, in a letter to Townsbend, tlated White- 
hall, June £0, 1723, thus speaks of his embarka- 
tion : 

' The late bishop of Rochester went away 

* on Tuesday. The crowd that attended him 
' before his embarkation was not more than 
' was expected ; but great numbers of boats 
' attended him to the ship's side. Nothing very 
' extraordinary, but the duke of Wharton's be- 
' haviour, who went on board the vessel with 
' him ; and a free conversation betwixt his ho- 
1 liness and Williamson [Governor of the Tower]: 
' with menaces of a day of vengeance.' 

" Many reports have been circulated con- 
cerning the severity with-which Atterbury was 
treated in the Tower ; but upon a candid exa- 
mination of the facts alledged by the bishop 
and bis friends, we have no reason to imagine 
that be underwent more rigour than a state 
prisoner accused of a treasonable conspiracy, 
usually meets jwith. The following instance of 
lenity is not generally known. He was ar- 
rested In August, 1729: The articles of im- 
peachment were brought into^he House the 
23d of March, 1723, passed the House of Com- 
mons on the 9th of April ; he spoke in his own 
defence on the 6th of May, and on the 27th, 
the King gave 7 his royal assent to the bill of 
pains and penalties. During the interval be- 
tween his impeachment and condemnation, se- 
veral chapters were permitted to be held under 
his auspices, as dean of Westminster, and the 
subdean was allowed to act as- his proxy. 
During the month of May, not less than eight 
chapters were held for signing leases, add on 
she 31st, it was agreed, * That the lease of the 
' manor of Pensham be now sealed and lie in 
' the chapter clerk's hands as an escrole, till 
' the bills he has sent up for the fines are- due 
1 and paid, this being the last chapter likely to 

* be held till another dean be madej and that 
' the present dean* have his proportion of the 
' fine.' This unusual mode of proceeding, by 
which a very considerable fine was, before 
payment, reserved for Atterbury, was entirely 
owing to the connivance, if not to the interfer- 
ence of government! for it is a well known 
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liament is, in part, tried and adjudged to 
punishment in the House of Commons, and re- 
duced to a necessity either of letting his accu- 
sation pass undefended in that House, or of 
appearing there, and, as we take it, derogating 
from his own honour, and that of the Lords in 
general, by answering and making his defence 
in the Lower House of Parliament. 

2. " Because we are of opinion, that the 
Commons would be very far' from yielding to 
the Lords any part of those powers and privi- 
leges, which are properly theirs by the consti- 
tution, in any form or under any pretext what- 
soever ; and it seems to us full as reasonable, 
that the Lords should be as tenacious of the 
rights and privileges which remain to them, as 
Che Commons are on their part. 

3. " We think this Bill, against a lord of par- 
liament, taking its rise in the House of Com- 
mons, ought the rather not to have received any 
countenance in this House, for that, as it appear- 
ed to us by the printed votes of the House of 
Commons, that House had voted the Bishop 
guilty of all the matters alledged against him iu 
the Bill, before the Bill was brought into that 
House, and consequently before the Bishop had 
any opportunity of being heard ; and, although 
there be nothing absurd in passing such a vote, 
in order to their accusing by an impeachment, 
yet it seems to us absolutely contrary to jus- 
tice, which ought to be unprejudiced, to vote 
any one guiltv against whom they design to 
proceed in their legislative capacity, or in the 
nature of judges, before the party has an op- 
portunity to be heard on the Bill which is to 
ascertain the accusation, or it is so much as 
brought in. 

4. 4* . We are of opinion that no law ought 
to be passed on purpose to enact, that any one 

fact, that the bishop of Rochester had offended ' 
the chapter by his overbearing behaviour. 

u Atterbury received the tribute of applause 
from the first poets of his time : Swift, Pope, 
and Gay have not omitted to pay high enco- 
miums to his talents and learning. Gay ob- 
serves, in his Epistle to Pope, 

•* See Rochester approving nods his head, 

" And ranks one modern with the mighty dead." 

" Pope, in his Epilogue to the Satires, de- 
scribes his unshaken firmness and resignation 
in the hour of prosecution : 

* c How pleasing Atterbary's softer hour; " 

** How shines his soul unconquer'd in the Tower." 

*' Pope and Swift maintained a constant cor- 
respondence with him during his exile, and al- 
ways expressed the highest sentiments of vene- 
ration and respect for his character. Pope, in 
particular, almost idolised hi* banished friend, 
and was fully convinced of his honour and in- 
* tegrity, and that he was of a mind too noble to 
be led by the spirit of vengeance to cabal 
against his country. 

" How ignorant Pope was of his Teal cha- 
racter, and how much Atterbury betted his ad- 



be guilty inlaw, and punished as such, but 
where such an extraordinary proceeding it 
evidently necessary for the preservation of the 
staje ; whereas the crime offered to be proved 
against theTrisJiop of Rochester is, as we ap- 
prehend, his partaking in a traitorous conspi- 
racy against the government ; which conspi- 
racy (by God's blessing) is detected, and, as 
we hope, disappointed, without the aid of such 
a dangerous proceeding as we conceive this to 
be. 

5. " Because there are yet certain known 
and established rules of evidence, which are 
part of the law of the land, either introduced 
by acts of parliament or framed by reason 
and the experience of ages, adjusted as well for 
the defence of life, liberty, and property of the, 
subject, as for the punishment of the guilty; 
and therefore these rules are, or ought to be, 
constantly adhered to, in all courts of justice; 
and, as we conceive, should be also observed, 
till altered by law in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, whenever they try, judge or punish the 
subject, though in their legislative capacity : but 
since, in many instances, in this and the two 
other proceedings by bill, we have been taught 
the opinion of the House, that these rules of 
evidence, need not be observed by the Houses 
acting in their legislative capacity, we clearly 
take it to be a very strong objection to this' 
manner of proceeding, that rules of law made 
for the security of the subject are of no. 
use to him in it; and that the conclusion from 
hence is very strong, that therefore, it ought 
not to be taken up, but where clearly neces- 
sary, as before affirmed ; and we desire to ex- 
plain ourselves so far upon the cases of necessity 
excepted, as to say we do not intend to include 



mirable portrait of a good and wise man ia 
exile, neither acting from a principle of resent- 
ment, or impelled by revenge, was proved by 
his subsequent conduct. He had no sooner 
landed on the Continent, than he threw himself 
into the service of the Pretender, and became 
the principal agent of his affairs, first at Brus- 
sels, and afterwards in France. 

^Notwithstanding his boasted- philosophy, 
Atterbury passed his time in exile, in a manner 
which reflects no credit on the firmness of his 
mind, or the purity of his principles. The 
restlessness of his temper, his aspiring ambi- 
tion, his constant cabals, his anxious desire to 
return, the narrowness of bis income, compared 
with his former opulence, and the continual 
defection of his partizans in England, preyed 
npon a mind like his, fed with hopes which 
were constantly disappointed, and stung with 
resentment which could not be gratified. His 
situation was embittered by the; ill conduct of 
his son, and by the death of his beloved daugh- 
ter Mrs. Morice, who expired in his arms, and 
of which sad, event he has-given a pathetic ac- 
count in a letter to Pope. He died at Paris, 
on the 15th of Feb. 1731, in the 70th year ef x 
bis age/' Coxe's Walpole, 
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• necessity arising purely from an impossibility 
of convicting any other way. 

6. u If it be admitted, that traitorous cor- 
respondeoces in cyphers, and cant-words may, 
to a degtee, be discouraged by this sort of pro- 
ceeding, in which persons, as we think, are 
convicted on a more uncertain evidence than 
the known rates of law admit of, yet, we are of 
opinion, that convenience will be much more 
than out-weighed by t ha jealousy it must of 
necessity, as we conceive, create in the minds 
bf manjr of bis Majesty's most faithful subjects, 
that their lives, liberties and properties are not 
so safe, after such repeated examples, as they 
were before ; and by the natural consequence 
of thro apprehension, an abatement of their 
sgeal for the government may ensue, excepting 
such persons as have had more than ordinary 
opportunities of being well instructed in prin- 
ciples of the utmost duty and loyalty. 

7. " We cannot be for the passing this Bill, 
Because the evidence produced to make good 
the recital of it, or that the lard bishop of 
Rochester is guiky of the matter he therein 
stands accused of, is, in our opinion, greatly 
defective and insufficient, both in law and 
reason, to prove that charge; the evidence 
consisting altogether, to the best of our oh- 
'aervation, in conjectures arising from circum- 
stances in the intercepted letters, or on a. com- 
parison of hand-writings, resting on memory 
only, and there being, as we think, no proof of 
the Bishop V knowing of, or being privy to any 
of the said correspondence ; and as to the 
principal part of the charge against the Bishop, 
and on which, as we think, all the rest does 
depend, viz. the dictating the letters of the 
30th of April 1732, which the House, of Lords 

j seem to have determined that Kelly wrote, we 
aire of opinion, that the' Bishop has in his de- 
fence very clearly and fully proved, that he did 
not, nor possibly could, dictate those Letters, 
or the substance of any part of them, to Kelly, 
either on the day of their date, or at any time 
during several days next before or next after 
die day of their date, nor was in any capacity 
to write them himself though the Letters must 
have been wrote within that compass of time ; 
and we arc on the whole, of opinion, that the 
proof and probability of the lord bishop of 
Rochester's innocence, in the matters he stood 
charged with, were much stronger than those' of 
his guilt. r( Signed,) Scarsdale, Bruce, Salis- 
bury,- Poulett, Dartmouth, Craven, 
AyLesford, Ashburnham, Bathurst, Wes- 
ton, Arundell, Exeter, Oxford and Mor- 
timer, Willoughby de Broke, Pomfret, 
Hereford, Bingley, Osborne, Gower, 
Guilford, Cowper, Strafford, Denbigh, 
Northampton, Montjoy, Berkeley de 
Stratton, Cardigan, Fran. Cestnehs', 
Anglesea, Litchfield, Foley, Hay, Tre- 
vor, Uxbridge, Compton, Masham, 
Jliddleton, Brooke, StawelL 9 
* I dissent for the Sixth and Seventh Rea- 
sons of: the aforegoing Protestation, and for the 
following Reasons; 



1. « Because this extraordinary method, of 
proceeding, by Bills of this nature, against 
persons who do not withdraw from justice, bat 
are willing to undergo a legal trial, ought, in 
my opinion, to be supported by clear and 
convincing evidence ; and, I apprehend there 
has been nothing offered to support the 
allegations set forth in the preamble of the 
Bill, ' To inflict pains and penalties on Frauds 
c lord bishop of Rochester, but what depends 
on decy phered letters* foroed constructions and 
improbable inuendos. 

ft. "I conceive, that the examination of 
Philip Neynoe, taken before the lords of the 
Council, not sworn to, nor signed, which ap* 
pears to me to be the foundation on which 
the charge against the bishop of Rochester is 
built, has been, in my apprehension, sufficiently 
proved, bv the positive oaths of three persons, 
two of which have been, for several months, 
in separate custodies, confirmed by other cir- 
cumstances, to have been a false and malicious 
contrivance of the said Neynoe, to save him- 
self from the hands of justice, and to work 
the destruction of the bishop of Roches' 
ter. . . 

3.**' I do not apprehend, that the letters of 
the 20th of April, which are suggested to be 
wrote by George Kelly alias Johnson, and <&> 
tated by the bishop, have been sufficiently 
'proved to be the hand writing of the said Kelly; 
but, on the contrary, it appears* to the best -of 
my judgment, that the letter of the 20th of 
August (stopt at the Post-office, and from which 
the clerks of the post-office, on their memory 
only, swear they believe the said letters of the 
30th of April to be the same band-wrjtiqg, 
though they never compared two original let- 
ters together during all that time) has been 
, proved by three credible witnesses, concurring 
in every circumstance of their testimony, and 
well acquainted with the hand-writing of the 
said Kelly, not to be his hand- writing ; and, I 
conceive, that the difference they observed in 
the hand of the said Kelly, upon which they 
ground their opinions, is sufficiently supported, 
by comparing tlie said letter of the 20th of 
August, with the letters wrote by the said 
Kelly, to the lord Townshend and Mr. Dela* 
faye during the time of his confinement. 

*4. "I do not apprehend, that any proof 
has been offered to support what has been, so 
much insisted on, and justly esteemed essential 
to the charge, that the bishop of Rochester 
dictated the letters of the 20th pf April ; but 
it has appeared, I conceive, that there has 
been no intimacy between the bishop and the 
said Kelly; and the testimony of the bishop's 
servants, concurring with the evidence given 
on that head by the persons that Keily lived is 
the strictest correspondence with, leaves, *o> 
the best of my judgment, no room to doubt, 
but that the acquaintance between them was 
slender and public; and to suggest from thence, 
that the bishop dictated the letters of the 20th 
of April^when it appeared that, for many 
days Wore, ha could not «o*Mhly^*c* thesafd 
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Kelt j, if, in my opinion, repugnant to reason, 
and contrary to justice. Wharton." 

Debate in the Commons on the Bill for laying 
St Tax upon Papisti.] April 36. Mr. Lowndes 
presented to the House a bill, ' For laying a 
•Tax upon Papists/ * which was read the 
first time. *■ 



* u Upon the late Plot, Walpole grounded, 
what was more politic as I thought, than just, 
the submitting the estates of the Papists in 
England to a Tax of 100,000/. under the name 
of a Composition for their Recusancy, although 
it did not appear that any, or at least, but very 
few ef tbem were engaged in this design. But 
he did it to terrify them from giving any coun- 
tenance to such undertakings, and to make 
them to stop, which they were mdst likely to 
be able to do, all such from proceeding, by 
shewing them, that let what would happen, 
they as a body of men should pay for it ; and 
although the levy fell very short of the sum im- 
posed, yet it has, with the since mildness of the 
government towards them, very probably been 
the mean»of keeping these people quiet from 
this time. He answered the objection of in- 
justice in it, not by contending that they were 
in this particular conspiracy, but this 100,000/. 
was but a part of what 'they had already for- 
feited, which was a third part of their estates, 
from the time of their recusancy, and therefore 
due to the government, though not taken; and 
as the government now took but this small 
proportion, it would rather be a favour to them 
to let this compound for the whole ; and a pro- 
vision was inserted in the act for that purpose. 
But all this appeared farce to me and some 
others, and which I shall shew you in what I 
shall say elsewhere upon this subject. 

" Another thing which arose from this last, 
did not do the government so much service as 
this : It happened by accident ; but he took it 
up and pursued it with his usual party spirit, 
and it was this ; somebody in the debate of the 
other matter, said it ought to go to Protestant 
Non-jurors as well as to Papists, and the rather 
because they were both already liable to a 
double of /the common land tax. This appeared 
so plausible, that it was generally given into ; 
but then to do it with any justice, every body 
was to have an opportunity of swearing to the 

government ; and, to do it with effect, every 
ody was to be obliged to swear; that thus the 
real Non-jurors might be known, and register 
their estates, for this or any future imposition 
of the like sort, or to keep them in dread of it. 
„ " I have mentioned this last to you, not so 
much for the sake of the thing itself, as for the 
extraordinary effect and operation ijt produced. 
People in general were so terrified with the ap- 
prehension? of not only forfeiting their estates 
in possession if they did not take the oaths, 
but also what they had in reversions, limita- 
tions ever so remote, or the least relation to or 
expectation of any, nay with regfrrd to their 
money or effects of any sort, that the whole 
Vol, VUL 



May Si The above Bill was read a second 
time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. 

May 0. The Commons being jn a Grand 
Committee on the said Bill, 

Mr. Lutwycke spoke against the Bill as fol- 
lows : 

nation almost, men, women, and children, ca- 
pable of taking an oath, flocked to the places 
where the quarter sessions were holden, that 
they mi^ht by swearing to the government free 
themselves and their families from the danger, 
as they thought, of losing their fortunes to it. 
I saw a great deal of it, and it was a strange 
as well as ridiculous sight to see people crowd- 
ing to give a testimony of their allegiance to a 
government, and cursing it at the same time 
for giving them the trouble of so doing, and for 
the frigl)t they were put into by it ; and I am 
satisfied more real disaffection to the King and 
his family arose from it, than from any thing 
which happened in "that time. It made the 
government to appear tyrannical and suspici- 
ous, than which nothing can be more hurtful 
to a prince, or lessen his safety: 
% " Upon this occasion, which indeed was one 
of my reasons for relating this fact to you, I 
cannot help observing of what little use to a 
government the imposition of oaths to it has 
ever been. It is very true that nothing in the 
constitution is more ancient. It was the prac- 
tice among our Saxon ancestors, continued 
after the accession of the Norman race, and 
enforced often by particular oaths under several 
of the following kings, but never prevented any 
revolution that either reasons of government or 
ambition could bring about. To come nearer to 1 
our own times'; oaths were made to Charies the 
first, but did not save him. Oaths w ere taken 
to the parliament and common-wealth, but the 
same people forgot them or broke them uuder 
Cromwell, and all at the restoration swore al- 
legiance to Charles the second. They swore 
the same to king James, and the success of the 
Revolution made the same persons almost take 
the same oaths to king William and queen 
Mary, and to queen Anne : many in the rebel- 
lion of 1715, had sworn to king George the first, 
and more who wished it success. After all 
this, who can think these bindings of any secu- 
rity ? It may torture the minds of people, but 
never influences their actings. 

" A government is never secure of the hearts 
of the people but from the justice of it, and the 
justice of it is generally a real security. A 
good government, therefore, does not want 
these oaths to defend it, and a had one, the ca- 
suists say, frees subjects from the Obligation of 
tbem, a«nd is a doctrine the people in all times 
have given into. Some particular men may 
possibly be influenced by them, but I speak of 
the generality of {be people ; Hod, with regard 
to them, it has ever been found at least useless. 
But this practice is, in many respects, generally 
very dangerous. Princes are apt to trust toa 
2 A 
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Mr. Speaker ; 

The gentlemen, who have spoke in favour of 
this Bill, have urged. That since toe happy 
Revolution the Roman Catholics have been 
store Or le£s concerned m every conspiracy 
against the government ; so that if tliey did not 
shew themselves in the late conspiracy, it was 
out of prudence, and not for want of zeal .for 
the Pretenders cause. They will not allow,, 
that it is liable to the objection of not being 
supported with particular facts, but say, with 
great probability, That the Roman Catholics 
have made large contributions here at home, 
to send to the Pretender and his adherents 
abroad : And if they are in a capacity of sup- 
plying the necessities of their friends abroad, it 
is but very reasonable for them to contribute 
to the defraying an expence they have, an, a 
great measure, occasioned at home. 

Upon this general way of reasoning, this Bill 
>for raising a hundred* thousand pounds upon the 
Roman Catholics has been formed ; and a ge- 
neral charge of this kind may be a sufficient 
ground-work for a preamble to the Bill ; but 
the enacting part ought to be supported with 
particular facts plainly proved, otherwise we 
may irTvolve innocent persons in a punishment 
only due to the guilty. And though the legis- 
lature hath sometimes gone upon the notoriety 
of the fact, it is to be hoped, that this method 
, may be but seldom taken where the life or for- 
tune of any subject is in question ; nothing 
being more uncertain than hearsay, conjecture 



and forced constructions; which tfce law mnv 
wisely provided against jay ascertaining fiseoV 
rules to direct the judgment of the inferior 
courts of justice. * 

1$ is likewise given, as a political reason, fag 
passing of this Bid, That raiding this huodreel 
thousand, pounds upon. the Roman Catholic* 
will deter the Jacobites abroad from entering 
upon such rash enterprises, when' they find that 
their friends here in England are to suffer for 
the disturbance they give as: And it wiU also 
shew them, that the nation can pat itself in s> 
state of security without burthening the sub* 
ject ; which has been one of the chief view* of 
.the conspirators to add fewel to the discon- 
tents of the people. But if none of these ar- 
guments should prevail ; if the notoriety of the: 
fact does not convince; nay, if the greatest 
probability of the Roman-Catholics sending 
money abroad can meet with no credit; the 
legislature, say they, is highly justified in pass- 
ing this law- for raising an hundred thousand 
pounds upon the Roman Catholics ; Since bj 
Jrhe laws now in being, as by the acts of queen 
^Elizabeth, the first of king George, &c. the 
Roman Catholics are subject to three times 
greater forfeitures than this tax wiM amount tor 
And that the raising of this hundred thousand 
pounds is a mitigation of the severity of tb* 
law ; and so far from being reckoned a bard- 
ship done them, it ought to be considered an 
indulgence in the government. 

I have here thrown together some of the re*? 



much to it in evH government, and are too 
much encouraged to that by it ' Charles the 
first was deceived by it, and it deluded his son 
James into the extravagant attempt he made 
upon the religion and liberties of his subjects. 
Besides, the minds of men are often corrupted 
by this to a slight of. the obligation of an oath 
in general, either by taking these oaths unwil- 
lingly, many times against, their consciences, 
and only by compulsion. Others swear what 
they da not comprehend, as was the case of 
nine in ten of those who took the oaths on the 
occasion I have been speaking of, and then the 
evil is, as was observed by a great man at that 
time, that When men habituate themselves to 
swear what they do not understand, they will 
easily be brought to fbrswear themselves in 
what they do understand, The like danger is 
from' the frequency of oaths that is here re- 
quired,- which always takes off from the awe of 
them, and consequently their force. Indeed 
no oath should be imposed where it is possible 
that the interest of the person taking it, should 
induce him .either to /break it or swear falsely ; 
and, in my opinion, no oaths at all should be 
appointed but in judicial matters ; which as 
they are necessary in those cases, should be 
kept for them only, that they may thereby be 
the more solemn, and consequently the more 
forcible there> where only they are really 
wanted, or can be of any true use in society. 
To conclude this digression, I have often won- 
dered that men do notfieethje unreasonableness 



and danger of making people swear where there 
may be an interest to tempt them to forswear, 
or afterwards break their oaths, from that nut? 
form practice of courts of justice not to suffer 
any one to be put upon bis oath in judgment, 
when he is either to get or lose any thing by the 
event of that cause in which he b brought to-be 
a witness. 

" But to return notwithstandiug,the impra* 
dence and folly of thus swearing the whole na» 
tion in the manner I have described, yet was 
the same thing continued by a subsequent act 
of parliament deliberately made against the ad- 
vice and admonition, and to the great scandal 
of many wise men, who wished the .best to the 
government, and saw the prejudice it would do 
to the King and his family. But as parties are) 
generally factions, and the chief business of 
factions is to annoy one another, those men 
have always mosW merit with their party who 
contribute most to this humour ; and to that, as 
this was designed to affect the Tories, must this 
silly zeal of the Whigs then in parliament, bo 
imputed: and it is most certain, that oa too, 
many occasions it has been thought, he waath* 
honest Wbigifriend to the government, who 
did most to make the Tories enemies to n\ 
which many of them from resentment to she 
Whigs, and being deprived t»f power* did but 
too much incline, and give into/'-^S^aJoelr 
Onslow's Remarks on various Part*ot* fir ito> 
btrtWaljposeV Conduct. Gomes WaJpoit* to4 
8,n,6oov . . < ^ 
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. arms mhkMnvt been gtieo for{»assing< this bill ; 
I think those I have mentioned are ithat 

. teemed to me to make the greatest impression 
upon the House, when this matter was 'first de- 
bated. These reasons were likewise in forced 
fSeep. 51.] by a gentleman (Mr. R. Waipole) 
whose opinion is justly esteemed in all parlia- 
mentary considerations. 1 will now mention 
the objections, which occur to me against tjie, 
passing of this Bill. 

. In answer to the general surmise of the 
.Roman Catholics disaffection to the govern- 
ment; I cannot help observing, That this gene- 
ral charge neither can nor ought to affect any 
particular person, without proof of some particu- 
lar fact alledged against him: And it would be 

-»tbe highest injustice to make one man suffer 
ibr the crime of another. The law supposing 

.it incumbent upon every man to be accounta- 
ble far his own .actions, doth not require what 
is not in any man's power, to be answerable for 
another ; and I think i may affirm, with great 
certainty, that in no one instance the laws 

- have adjudged a penalty upon one man ibr the 
crime of another: For though in the case of 
iigh- treason, the blood being attainted, a son 
does not attain the honours which would have 
descended to him, if his father had not been 

, .guilty of treason ; yet in that case a man does 
. only forfeit a foe-simple estate, and. the income 
Of an estate vested in him during his natural 
life : But the highest crimes and misdemeanors 
.cannot avoid a settlement, to the prejudice of 

- an innocent person. 

I iherather insist upon- the unreasonableness 
of punishing one man for Che crime of another, 
/to shew the absurdity of a maxim which is laid 
down for /a certain doctrine, That because 
vsome of the Roman Catholics are suspected to 
have been concerned in the late conspiracy, 
therefore the whole- body of the Roman Ca- 
tholics must equally bear the harden of a tax, 
winch some of them only are alledged to have 
made necessary. I would not be thought to be 
.en advocate for the Roman Catholics, any far- 
ther than common justice requires, but I must 
. appeal to every one who has read the report of 
itfoe Committee appointed to examine Layer, 
Whether it appears there that the Roman Ca- 
tholics in general are concerned in the con- 
spiracy ? Or, whether any mention is made in 
the Report of any one Roman Catholic of cea- 
sequence, except a noble duke, [the duke of 
Norfolk] to whom a letter is supposed to be 
writ, intimating, as if he knew of the designs 
'Carrying on ? How unjust then would it be, if 
.die suspicion of this great man's being engaged 
i in traiterous practices, at the hazard of his ttfe 
and fortune, should give occasion to the ioflict- 
:mg the severest penalties upon many innocent 
.families, who neither wish nor can hope to bet- 
ter their fortune by any revolution of affairs. 

I think, Sir, I have fully answered what has 
bbaen said, for passing the Bill, upon the ge- 
.nerarhead of disaffection ; but one thing more 
il will add, that if you impose this tax upon 
ate RoBMtGaxholies, upon a^eaemi -allega- 



tion, ' That their religion maintains principles 
inconsistent with the welfare of the govern-- 
moot you punish them for the cause of their 
religion. And for my own part, I look upon, 
persecution to be a doctrine odious in itself, 
highly reflecting upon the honour of Parliament, 
and greatly infringing upon the freedom of the 
subject. Nor would I have his Majesty's mild 
and gracious reign blemished with such a mer- 
ciless act of the legislature, which must neces^ 
sarily confirm the obstinate in their errors, ano; 
entirely alienate the affections of the well-dis- 
posed Roman-Catholics. 

We are likewise told, ' That die raising this 
hundred thousand pounds upon the Roman- 
Catholics is done out of a political reason, to 
deter the Jacobites abroad from entering upon 
such rash enterprises, by making their friends 
here in England pay the ex pence which the 
nation finds necessary for its -own security.' 
As this is a matter merely of speculation, and v 
as there is no certain rule to gn by to know* 
what will be the consequence of raising such a 
tax, I will venture to give my conjectures upon 
this head. I do imagine, that as the Preten- 
der's scheme is unjust in itself, it can Deformed 
upon no better hopes than the discontents of 
the people ; and the more room there -is for 
complaint, the better prospect he has of suc- 
cess : and if itdoes happen that these complaints 
are well-grounded, as were the losses - the peo- 
ple suffered id the South-Sea, then in such like 
case, how much industry is used by the Jaco- 
bites to aggravate the national grievances ; 
and to impute every mischance to the ill con- 
duct of the government. I am- afraid, if the 
Roman-Catholics should be thus heavily taxed ; 
if their peaceable and quiet behaviour does not 
in title them to the common protection of the 
government; nay, if they are more hardly used 
by not having been concerned than when they 
were actually engaged in rebellion : I say, *I 
am afraid they will embrace 'any opportunity to 
free themselves from such intolerable burdens, 
thinking under no form of government they can 
receive worse treatment. 

I shall next consider the groundwork -of this 
whole Bill, viz. 6 The raising one hundred thou- 
sand pounds upon the Roman-Catholics, in lieu 
of certain forfeitures they have incurred by 
several Acts of Parliament now in being/ And 
by stating the balance betwixt the Remus-Ca- 
tholics and the government, it is pretended, 
1 That the sum now demanded of the Roman 
Catholics fells far short of what is -due to the 
government, if all their, forfeitures were rigo- 
rously exacted.' I am -very ready to grant, that 
the Roman-Catholics have incurred several 
forfeitures : but I think the question at pre- 
sent is, Whether it is necessary at this time, for 
the security of thegovernmeut, to take advan- 
tage of those forfeitures ? For if there is ntit 
some particular reason shewn, why you ought 
to exact them more at this time than another, 
you may with equal justice raise one hundred 
thousand pounds the next year upon the Rb J 
man Catholics* and so on, wbeaeser the go- 
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vernment shall stand in need pf such a fund. 
But surely it is /not sufficient to saj, because 
the Roman-Catholics nave incurred several 
forfeitures, that therefore yoa will take advan- 
tage of them : for the plain answer to that is, 
why do you do it now ?. And, Why have you 
not done it before ? It is here necessary to ob- 
serve, that when the legislature passed this law, 
to subject the Roman-Catholics to the forfeiture 
of two thirds of their estates, this law was ra- 
ther made intentionally to keep the Roman- 
Catholics in subjection to the government, than 
with any design of having it put in execution. 
For otherwise, I dare say, so many administra- 
tions, who are the executive* part of the law, 
could never have thus long dispensed with 
their duty. • 

If we look back as far as the reformation, 
we shall find, that the Roman Catholics were 
nevermore numerous, never more powerful, 
than at the revolution, just upon king James's 
abdication. Then all means had been used 
to propagate popery ; men of that persuasion 
were, put into places of profit and trust ; the 
army was filled with Roman Catholics, and it 
was generally thought that the nation was ripe 
to take upon them' the drudgery of the Roman 
yoke. When King William came to the 
crown, he was warmly told of the dangers of 
popery ; that as there were severe laws against 
the Roman Catholics, they ought to be put in 
execution : that the . Roman Catholics held 
correspondence, and were carrying on plots 
and contrivances with king Jjunes, then in 
France, who, as he had an undoubted title to 
the crown, was supported by one of the most 
powerful princes in Europe. Then the com- 
petition for the crown was greatly different 
from the wild and extravagant pretensions of a 
popish fugitive, fled to Rome for sanctuary, 
after having been turned out of most of the 
courts of Europe- But king William who was a 
wise and just pnnce, and knew that no free 
state could long subsist, but in doing equal and 
impartial justice, would not consent to the 
putting those laws in execution against the 
Roman Catholics, which he knew amounted to 
no less than a persecution. However, the King, 
to gratify the fears, of those about him, who 
were continually possessing him with the dan- 
gers of popery, ordered an exact account. to be 
taken of the conformists, non-conformists, and 
papists in England, to see what proportion 
there was betwixt the Papists and Protestants ; 
and upon an exact scrutiny, the account was 
found to stand thus : one hundred and seventy 
nine Conformists, viz. those of the established 
church, to one Papist ; besides Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Independents, and all other Protes- 
tant dissenters. 

If the Roman Catholics were, at the begin- 
ning of the devolution, but a handful of peo- 
ple; if all |he encouragement given to tbem by 
king James could not enable tbein to maintain 
a king of their own religion upon the throne, 
what have we bow to apprehend from them? 
Since jtygny of them have followed the fate of 



king James, and several of them have conform- 
ed to the Church, of England : So that w«*may 
reasonably conclude, that the number of Roman 
Catholics is ona third less than they were when 
king William came to the crown. And I beg 
leave here to observe a notion, which has. long 
prevailed, ' That the liberties of England can 
never be in danger, but by the Roman Catho- 
lics.' Indeed, one would have imagined that 
experience would have exploded this opinion, 
since there is nothing more certain than if all 
the Protestants were united, no power upon 
earth could hurt us. The contest does not lie 
betwixt tbe Protestant and Roman Catholic 
religion : our divisions are not occasioned by 
the increase of Popery, but .it is obvious to 
every man unconcerned in the dispute, how tbe 
leaders of each party promote their awn 
mercenary ends by possessing their followers 
with unnecessary fears and groundless jea- 
lousies. 

I must own, besides the injustice of passing 
such a law, I am moved with compassion to my 
fellow subjects, Whose condition must be very 
deplorable, if this bill should -pass into a law. 
I would instance in the case of a gentleman 
of 1,000/. per annum, who pays 500/. per ana. 
rent charge : He must pay double taxes, which, 
at present amounting to 4*. in the- pound, 
comes to 3002. a year, out of his 1,000/. a year: 
He must likewise pay his proportion of this 
100,000/. which, at a moderate computation, 
will be 5s. in the pound, which is 250/. more to 
be added to the/ deduction out of his estate ; 
What then will a gentleman of 1,000/. per 
annum have to live upon ? It is said in answer 
to this, That the Roman Catholics 'do not pay 
more taxes, in several places, than tbe Protest- 
ants. Bat suppose it were true, that they now 
pay no more than 2$ k in the pound, the case of 
this gentleman will be still very much to be la- 
mented; and instead of paying 950/. he will 
pay 850/. out of bis estate. I have mentioned 
this particular case, to shew the unreasonable 
severity of this tax; but I dare say, many mora 
instances might be given of the like nature. 

I cannot help being a little surprized, that 
those gentlemen who are so well acquainted 
with the circumstances of our affairs abroad, 
did not consider, before they brought in this 
Bill upon the Roman Catholics, that his Ma- 
jesty's allies would certainly interpose in their 
behalf : And if upon a refusal to act tbe friend- 
ly part, ou/ Protestant brethren abroad should 
be more severely dealt with, we should, in vain 
complain of tbe breach of treaties and of the 
laws of the empire, when we have broke 
through the common ties of humanity. 

I know no better rule of government, than 
to punish the guilty, and protect the innocent; 
neither tbe one can complain of hard usage, 
though he may be pitied, nor will the other 
wish for a change of that government, which 
defends him from the oppression of wicked and 
ill-designing men. But to punish a body of 
people, whom before the report was made, yoa 
suspected, to be criminally concerned in the 
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conspiracy ; and whom, upon enquiry, you find 
to be innocent in every particular suggestion 
•Hedged against them, 1 do not take to be the 
means of convincing the world of the impar- 
tiality of our proceedings. 

< I find great stress larcl upon the Roman Ca- 
tholics sending money to the Pretender, and his 
adherents abroad ; a fact so confidently affirm- 
ed, that one would expect some better proof of 
it than a general assertion; and yet I have 
never heard one single instance given to con- 

' vince me of the truth of this assertion. Con- 
sidering the great vigilance of the ministry, who 
have been able to discover the most subtle con- 
trivances in carrying on this conspiracy, it ap- 
pears to me very unlikely, if the Roman Catho- 
lics had made any considerable remittances 
•broad, that they should have escaped the no- 
tice of the government. I would fain know 
how comes this notion of the Roman Catholics 
sending money abroad; and why they are 
more, zealous for the Pretender's cause, than 

. the rest of the Jacobites ? If it is an equal con- 
tribution among the Jacobites, it ought to be an 
equal tax upon the Nonjurors and every man 
woo has paid his quota, as well as upon the 
Roman Catholics. But to single out one set 
of men from the herd of the Jacobites ; and 

• upon mere supposition, to inflict the severest 
penalties upon them, is an act no ways agree- 

. able to the just and equitable proceedings of 
Parliament. For which reasons I am against 
this Bill. 

' Jffr. Lutwyche was supported by Mr. West, 
lord Gage, and Mr. Thompson, member for 
York. ' 

Mr. Trenchard, in particular, declared, That 
he thought it very unreasonable that the Papists 
should bear the whole burden of this tax, when 
there were so many Jacobites who had contri- 

• bated as much to the raising public disturbances 

< as the Papists themselves ; and therefore he 
moved, 44 That the Nonjurors ought to be in- 
cluded in the said tax intended to be raised 
•pon Papists.* 

- Accordingly, after some debate, the Com- 
mittee came to the following Resolution, viz. 

That towards raising the sum of 100,000/. 
punted to his Majesty, towards reimbursing to 
the public the great expences occasioned by 
the late rebellions and disorders, to be raised 
and levied upon the real and personal estates 
of all Papists, an equal rate and proportion be 
raised and levied upon the real and personal 
estates of every other person, being of the age 
of eighteen years or upwards, not having taken 
the oaths of supremacy and allegiance, and the 
abjuration oath, who shall upon due summons 
neglect or refuse to take the same." 

This Resolution being the next day reported 
by Mr. Farrer, a motion was made, and the 
question put, that the said Resolution be re- 
committed, but it was carried in the negative. 
Then it was .resolved, That the House do agree 
with the Committee, and ordered, That there 
he an instruction to the Committee of the 
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whole House to alter and amend the Bill, ' For 
4 laying a tax on all Papists/ pursuant to this 
said Resolution. 

May 11. The Commons, in a Committee of 
the whole House, made a farther progress in 
the Bill : and a motion being made by Mr* 
Lutwyche for a clause for including the Papists 
and Nonjurors in Scotland, jn the Tax in- 
tended to be laid on Papists and Nonjurors in 
England, it was carried in the affirmative by 
a majority of five voices only. 

May 14. Mr. Farrer reported the Amend- 
ments the Committee had made to the Bill, 
which were agreed to, except the clause above- 
mentioned; upon which a debate arising, lord 
Gage and Mr. Hutcheson insisted upon the 
equitableness of the said clause, and 

Sir Joseph Jzkyll said thereupon ; That he 
knew no reason why the Scots should be ex- 
cused from paying their proportion of this ex- 
traordinary tax, unless it was, because forty- 
five Scots representatives in that House always 
voted as they were directed :^ But if that was 
the reason, it was to be feared, lest Cornwall, 
which sends up almost an equal number of 
members, might, upon the same consideration, 
claim an exemption from taxes. 

But Mr. Robert Walpole having represented. 
That the names and real estates of the Scots 
Papists and Nonjurors not being registered, it 
was impossible to ascertain their proportion of 
this tax, he was supported by most of the 
courtiers; and the question being put, That 
the said clause be made part of the Bill, it was 
carried in the negative by 178 votes against 
170. And then some other Amendments 
being made by the House to the Bill, it was 
ordered to be engrossed. However, two days 
after, a Bill was ordered to be brought in to 
oblige all Papists and Nonjurors in Scotland, to 
register their names and real estates; which 
was accordingly brought in, and had an easy 
passage through both Houses. 

May 17. The Bill, ' For laying a tax upon 
' Papists and Nonjurors in England/ was pass- 
ed and. sent up to the Lords. 

Debate in the Lords on the Bill for laying o 
Tax upon Papists.] May 120. The Lords read 
the second time a Bill from the Commons, in- 
tituled, 'An Act for granting an Aid to his 
' Majesty, by laving a Tax upon Papists.' 
And a motion being made, That the said Bill 
be committed, and the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the affirmative, bj 
57 against 42 / ffrue of which last entered 
their dissent, viz. The earls of Scarsdale^ 
Litchfield, Strafford, Uxbridge, and Porafret, 
and the lords Bingley, Foley, Gower, and Ash* 
burn ham. 

May 21. The Lords went into a Committee 
upon the said Bill, and a Rider being oftered.'to 
be added to it, for making the Scots Roman 
Catholics and Nonjurors to contribute towards 
the said tax; the same was rejected. 

May 82. The Bill was read the third time, 
and a motion being made, That the s*me d# 
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pass,' it was strongly opposed by the earl of 
Strafibrd, lord Trevor, earl Cowper, lord 
Bathurst, and lord Bingley, who represented, 
That this Bill was downright persecution ; that 
At was a fourth Bill to inflict pains and penaK 
ties in an unprecedented manner : But they 
avere answered by the lord Towoshend, lord 
Carteret, earl Cadogan, bishop of Hereford*, 
earl of Macclesfield; earl of Hay, and the duke 
of Newcastle, That the Papists had incurred 
far greater penalties, so that this Bill was rather 
•n indulgence than a persecution. 

These were replied to by 

Earl Camper, who suggested, That Whatever 

£>ss was put upon this law, it would always 
loojted npon as persecution by those, at 
least, who were to be affected by it, and be 
punished for other people's crimes ; and what 
hardships ttie Protestants abroad might suffer, 
when we persecuted the Roman Catholics at 
home, he left to their lordships' consideration : 
That he was inranited, that the king of Spain 
«nd the regent of France liad used their good 
offices in behalf of those of their own religion 
amongst us, and as, on the other hand, those 
two powerful princes had given undoubted 
. proofs of their firm friendship to his Majesty, 
jn discovering and quashing of the late Con- 
spiracy, so they could not but think themselves 
indifferently requited lor it, if this Bill should 
pass into a law. His lordship added, v That no 
state aver cot any thing by persecuting its sub* 
|ects, of which he gave several instances, and, 
in particular, shewed the ill effects of persecu- 
tion in France, /which had drove away the 
wealthiest of their merchants and most in- 
dustrious artificers; urging, that this bill might, 
in like manner, force the English Roman Ca- 
tholics to leave 'the kingdom, end carry eight 
or nine hundred thousand pounds into foreign 
countries. For all these reasons his lordship 
f* as for, rejecting the Bill. 

But the question being put upon tbe motion 
tor passing the same, it was resolved in the af- 
firmative. 

Content, 48 NntContent, 3T 
Proxies, 21 Proxies, v 18 
* -r6a . —55 

Upon this, She following lords entered their 
dissent, viz. Uxbridge, Bingley, Go wer, Foley, 
Asbsrnham, Lechmere, Litchfield, Scarsdale, 
Monyoy, Pomfret, Hay, Fran. Cestriens',WiK 
loughby de Broke, Strafford, Cowper, Weston, 
Coventry, Bathurst, Tadcaster. 

The Kmg>s Speech at the Ciese of the Set- 
ponJ] May 2T. 1 His \ Majesty, alter having 
given the royal assent td the Bills for in- 
dexing* Pains and Penalties on the bishop of 
Rochester, Mr. Kelly, apd Mr, Pluojcet. with 
several' other public and private ialls, Was 
pleased to (jell both Houses, that be hader* 
dered tlie Lord Chancellor to declare to them, > 
in his. Majesty's name and words,' the reason of 
his coming that day to. parliament. Where* 
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upon the Lord Chancellor read bis Majesty^ 
Speech to both Houses, as followeth, viz. 

a My Lords and Gentlemen, 

"I am persuaded, notwithstanding the no- 
us nal length Of this session, you will-not think 
your time has been misemployed, in consulting 
the necessary means for preserving tbe peace 
and quiet of the kingdom, and bringing to jus- 
tice some of the chief promoters of that confu- 
sion which lately threatened the nation. 

" The prudent measures you have taken for 
our common security, and your enabling me 
to defend my . kingdoms against any designs or 
attempts of our enemies, are the most con- 
vincing testimonies of your fidelity and affec- 
tion to me, and of your concern for the liber- 
ties of my people. Be assured, the confidence 
you have reposed in me, shall never be made 
use of, but for their safety and defence. 

" The Papers which have been laid before 
you, for your information, and have since 
been published for the satisfaction of tbe week), 
evidently shew that the Conspirators bad 
brought their wicked arts and practices to such 
a perfection, that they confidently carried en 
their traitorous projects in defiance of . the 
law, from an .assurance of their .being able to 
elude it; the respect and reverence due to tbe 
law had been lost, and the tranquillity of my 
people endangered, had not you interposed, 
fhis made it necessary for the legislature to 
exert itself in punishing such offenders, whose 
guilt is too certain to leave the least room for 
doubt, and whose crimes are too heinous to 
admit of any aggravation. 

u And yet it is with pleasure I reflect, that 
the j ustice of parliament has 1 been so tempered 
with mercy, that evep those, who are resolved 
to be dissatisfied, must acknowledge the lenity 
of yc4ituproceedings, and will be at a lose for 
any pretence to complain, so few examples 
having been made, and the penalties' inflicted 
by bill, falling so much snort of the punish* 
ments due for the same crimes by the coausnon 
course of law. 

"The firmness you have shewn,. must .con- 
vince all the world, 1 how much tbe^ were mis- 
taken, whose chief hopes were founded on the 
disaffection of my people. It gave me great 
satisfaction to see as general a concurrence in 
full parliament upon this occasion, as has been 
ever known on any former; and it is to he 
hoped, our enemies will cease to flatter them- 
selves with tbe vain imagination of being able 
to subvert our religion and present establish- 
ment. • 

" GentJemen of the House of Commons . 
" I must acknowledge, m a particular- maui- 
ner, the great readiness you have shewn id 
raising the necessary Supplies for the 1 ensuing 
year. It is an unexpected felicity, that jent 
v have been able so for to disappoint the hopes 
of our enemies, as to avoid laying Any new 
burthen upon my people, and that, so soon 
after that great shock and cmrathnon in aUl*kfc 
busk, a&d m tbe ssnost ^ifitcstMsv 
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alarms and disturbances, the credit of Ure na- 
tion should so far revive and ^owiah, that not 
only the supplies of the Year should be raised 
at a much lower interest* than was ever known 
in the most quiet time, but pari of the. national 
debt .should be reduced from an interest of five 
to three per cequ* and put in a course o( be- 
ing soon discharged* . 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

u I return you my most sincere thanks for 
the indefatigable pains you have taken in the 
service of the public: I 'earnestly recommend it 
to you, in your several stations and countries, 
to persevere in your endeavours for preserving 
the peace of the kingdom; by justice and reso- 
lution, to subdue the restless spirit of mction 
and sedition ; and by prudence and temper to 
reconcile the misled. 

" Some extraordinary affairs calling me 
abroad this summer, I doubt not but that the 
wisdom and vigilance of my. good subjects will 
prevent our enemies from taking any advan- 
tage of my absence. To gain the hearts and 
affections of my people shall always be my first 
and principal care; on their duty- and loyal 
ty I wiU entirely depend: And they may 
as surely depend on any protection in the full 
enjoyment ox their religion, liberty, and pro- 
perty." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
parliament to the 2nd day of July ; after which 
it was farther prorogued to the 9th of Ja- 
nuary, 1724. 

. Paiwcip ax Occurrences during rut, Re- 
cess — The King goes to Hanover— 'Promotions 
— The King's,Clemency — State of Foreign Af- 
fairs — Wood's Half-pence-- Death of Earl Cow- 
per — The King returns to England.*] The King, 
whom the Conspiracy had detained m England 
the last year, had no sooner put an end to the 
session, but he set out for hh German domi- 
nions. Be embarked for Holland the 3d of 



* M August 30, 1733. You cannot but ob- 
serve the late rise of our stocks. South Sea was 
actually sold on Monday at 110. But the bulls 
and bears have sunk it again to betwixt seven 
and eight. I had the good fortune to tell his 
Majesty before be went, that I thought it would 
come to this price before Michaelmas. This 
rise was nothing imaginary, not at all the effect 
of art. The public credit is now in so flourish- 
ing a condition, that upon some difficulties the 
duchess of Marlborough had a mind to make 
in that loan, I could have had 200,000/. in 
land tallies, with the interest upon them, which 
was about 12s. 6d.; in all 3*. 125. 6d. ; and I 
think it is plain we shall have the whole sup- 
ply of next year at 3 per cent, even without the 
Marlborough money ; and I flatter myself that 
the next session of parliament will bring no 
discredit to those that have the honour to serve 
the King in his revenue." Robert Walpole to 
lionj lownsbend. Case's Wsjpote* *<"• *i P* 
9% 0. 

„ *IUei 



June, and, after staying two dayrwitb his bro* 
thejv the bishop of Qsaaburg, arrived the litis 
at Herenbausen. Me appointed Lords Justices 
in his absence as usual, the prince being still 
1 excluded* who was now itr bis 41st year. The 
lord Hajfeourt, formerly so strictly united with* 
the earl of Oxford, and queen Anne's other mi- 
nisters, and who had defended them with so 
much zeal, was one of the Lords Justices. Mr: 
Walpole was likewise of the number, and acted 
as secretary of state, in tbe absence of the lords 
Towsahead and' Carteret, who were with the 
King. It was intended to advance him to the 
peerage, but he chose rather, to have that ho* 
nour conferred on his son, who was mads? 
baron Walpole of Walpole in tbe county of 
Norfolk.* About the same time, Mr. Pulte* 
neyt, chairman of the late committee of secrecy} 
was made cofferer of the household ; ana 
Philip, lord Stanhope, captain of the yeonteif 
of the guard ; Dr. Gibson was translated from 
Lincoln to London ; Dr. Reynolds from Ban* 
gor to Lincoln ; and Dr. Bradford from Car* 
lisle to Rochester ; Dr. Waugh was promoted 
to Carlisle, alid Dr. Willis, on the death of 
Dr. Trimnel, to Winchester ; Dr. Hoadly was 
translated from Hereford to Salisbury; Dn 
Green on the death of Dr. Fleetwood, from 
Norwich to Ely : Dr. Leng was made bishop* 
of Norwich ; and Dr. Egerton, brother to the 
duke of Bridgewater, of Hereford. 

The king, before his departure, jhewed hit 
clemency to those who had been taken up on 
account of the Plot. The earl of Orrery was 
released from bis confinement, and admitted to 
bail ; as were also tbe duke of Norfolk, the 
lord North and Grey, Dennis Kelly, Thomas 
Cochran, and Swathfegger, the earl of Orrery^ 
secretary. On the 2Qtb of June, Dr. Friend 
was admitted to bail ; and two days after, Dr^ 
Atterbury embarked on board the A Id borough^ 
a small man of war, which had orders to land 
him in France. He was put on shore at 
Calais, accompanied with his daughter Mrs. 
Morrice, and her husband who was high bailiff 

* Tbe lord Tewnshend's eldest son was 
called up to the House of Peers, by the title of 
baron Townshend of Lyrih- Regis, and made 
one of the gentlemen of the bed-chamber, in 
the room of the lord Teynham, who some days 
before shot himself, and died an hour after. 
The Patent to the lord Walpole began thus : 
" Our most beloved and most faithful coun- 
sellor Robert Walpole, first Commissioner of 
the Treasury, with the assistance of other select 
persons, and Chancellor of our Exchequer, hav- 
ing highly recommended himself to our royal 
favour by bis many services to us, to ouf house* 
and to his own country, we did not think him 
unworthy to be advanced to the rank of the 
Peers of this realm. But, though he rather 
chuses to merit the highest titles than to wear 
them, we have however thought fit, in order to 
ennoble his family, to confer on the son the 
honour due to the father, and to raise to tut) 
peerage Robert Walpole junior, esq. ; &c* » 
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•f Westminster. At Calais he was told, that 
the late lord Bob'ngbroke, having obtained his 
pardon, was just arrived there in his way to 
England ; upon which the bishop merrily said 
•'Then I am exchanged.' The king had grant- 
ed the lord Bolingbroke a pardon the day after; 
the parliament broke up, of which one of his 
friends instantly set out for France to bring him 
word. He immediately returned to England to 
plead his pardon, in expectation that a new 
parliament would repeal his attainder. The 
lord Harcourt had prevailed with the king to 
shew him this favour, though Mr. Walpole had 
opposed it at the council board with unanswer- 
able arguments: He was against loosening the 
hands of one, who (as he said) he foresaw, from 
bis former conduct and ambition, and the na- 
tural restlessness of his temper ; would go any 
lengths to poison the minds of the subjects, 
in order to disturb the national tranquillity, that 
he himself might the easier arrive at power. 
Bat, notwithstanding his disapprobation, he was 
forced to give way. 

Before the king left England, it was agreed 
in council, that the troops should be incamped 
as they bad been the last summer, and that the 
horse-guards should be quartered round Hyde- 
park, m order to he ready to assemble, if there 
•hould be occasion. 

These measures kept all things quiet in Great 
Britain, during the king's seven months ab- 
sence. The same reasons, which had required 
his presence abroad, detained him perhaps 
longer than he intended. He was received in 
his dominions in the most agreeable manner, 
and was complimented by at least 12 foreign 
ministers. The king and queen of Prussia 
waited likewise upon him, by which means his 
court was as splendid, and as much the scene 
of affairs, as ever the court of Great Britain 
had been. 

A flairs were then at a sort of crisis : the 
uselessness of the congress of Carabray and of 
ferunswic, where little- had been done, having 
worn out the patience of the princes whose in- 
terests were to be determined there, they ea- 
tered into separate negociations, and sought 
the means of coming to an agreement. The 
czar and king of Sweden were going to con- 
clude, a treaty favourable to the duke of Hol- 
stein's pretensions to Sleswick, of which king 
George had guaranteed the possession to the 
king of Denmark : It was to be feared, that 
this treaty might affect even Bremen and 
Verden, lately annexed to the electorate of 
Hanover. 

On the other hand, France and Spain seemed 
to he sincerely reconciled, and willing to unite 
against the emperor. The regent bad project- 
ed a marriage between the king of France and 
the infanta of Spain, then 3 years old, and- had 
married his second daughter mademoiselle de 
Mootpensier to the prince of Asturias, and, a 
year after, another daughter to don Carlos, 
eldest son of Philip 5, by his second wife. 
These two powers endeavoured to draw the 
csar to their aide ; they offered new treaties to 



England, more advantageous than die former, 
in regard to trade, but strongly 1 insisted upon 
the restitution of Gibraltar and Port-Bf abon 
and it was wished, that* court would not be 
concerned in the affairs of Italy, and would 
declare openly against the Ostend company. 

This situation of so opposite interests was 
full of difficulties. The Emperor, pressed too 
much, might declare for the czar and the 
Swede: Poland, confined between these two 
powers, could not help taking part with them : 
Almost all Italy exclaimed against the treaty of 
London : The pope had protested against any 
decisions at Cam bray to the prejudice of his 
right: The king of Sardinia, the dukes of Tus- 
cany, Parma, and Modena, had presented me- 
morials equivalent to so many protestations : 
France and Spain were inclined to support 
them : War was every where on the point of 
breaking out : England, engaged by so many 
treaties, and her own interests, must have been 
concerned : For king George to declare against 
the emperor, was exposing his German doari- 
nions, and helping %o strengthen two powers 
already very formidable to the rest of Europe : 
To take part with the emperor was supporting 
the new establishment at Ostend, and arming 
against himself, France, Spain, and perhaps 
Russia and Sweden. 

King George overcame all these difficulties, 
or at least suspended their ill consequences. 
He entered into stricter alliances with the 
kings of Prussia and Denmark: lie esed his 
endeavours to prevail with the emperor to he 
more ready to end his differences with Spain, 
and to desist from the aflair of Ostend, against 
which his subjects in particular, and his faithful 
allies the States-General, were extremely incen- 
sed. In England, as hath been related, the 
commons bad voted against it. 

One of the king's principal designs, when he 
came to Hanover, was to persuade the court of 
Vienna to desist from . erecting the Ostend 
India Company: He laboured constantly at it, 
but the success did not answer his goad inten- 
tions. That court promised, in general, not to 
do any thing contrary to treaties, and the rights 
of others, but avoided to enter into any discus- 
sion, and disregarded the representations that 
were made from all parts. 

It was the same with respect to the czar. 
So that the king's journey proved fruitless, and 
the negotiations might have been as weU car- 
ried on at London as at Hanover. Something 
was also done for the Protestants, whose com- 
plaints continued, because they were still 
oppressed, and new grievances were added to 
the old. The king of Prussia readily entered 
into the design to procure them ease and tran- 
quillity. 

This union put a stop at least to greater ca- 
lamities; and appeared to be very cordial. 
Kins; George Spent four or five days at Berlin, 
where he was received and treated with great 
respect and magnificence. • The two secretaries 
of state, the lords Townshend and Carteret, 
who attended him, had frequent conference* 
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with, the king of. Prussia's ministers, in order to 
conclude some alliance to prevent the czar's 
designs, in favour of the duke of Holstem : The 
. proposals were neither rejected nor received, 
and assurance was given that no engagement 
should be made contrary to what had been, 
agreed. 

The king, haying been informed that Ins sub- 
jects in' Ireland were in want of small money, 
made a contract with William Wood, to furnish 
that kingdom with copper halfpence and far- 
things.^ The copper was to be of such fineness, 
and the money of such a weight, as agreed upon 
in the patent granted for that purpose. When 
tnis money came to /be circulated in Ireland, 
great clamour was raised against it, and the 
parliament, which met on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, came to these resolutions : ' 

"-That the importing and uttering of copper 
halfpence and farthings, by virtue of Wood's 
patent, would be prejudicial to the revenue, 
destructive of trade, and of dangerous conse- 
quence to the rights of the subject : That the 
state of the nation had been misrepresented to 
the king, in order to obtain the patent : That 
the half-pence wanted weight ; and, though the 
terms of the patent had been complied with, 
there would have been a loss to the nation of 
150/. per cent. That it had been always highly 
prejttdjciat to the kingdom to grant the power 
of coinage to private persons, and would at all 
times be of daogerous consequences," 
~ Addresses from both Houses, agreeable to 
these Resolutions, were transmitted to the 
jting, who, in Answer to the Commons, said, 
He was very much concerned, that bis granting 
the patent for coining of half-pence and far- 
things, Agreeable to the practice of his royal 
predecessors, had given so much uneasiness to 
the House of Commons'; and, if there had been 
any abuses committed by the patentee, his Ma 
jesty would give the necessary orders for in 
^quiring into, and punishing those abuses, and do 
•very thing, that was in his power, for the satis- 
faction of his people. Pursuant to this answer 
(for which the Commons returned an Address 
: of Thanks) the affair was referred to the lords 
of the privy-council in England, by whom a 
report of it was drawn up in July the next 
year. In this Report they justified the con- 
duct of the patentee, and observed that, his 
Majesty having ordered that- an essay should 
be made of the fineness, value, and weight of 
Mr. Wood's copper money, and the goodness 
tbereofj compared with the former coinages of 
copper money for Ireland, and the copper 
money coined in his mint in England, it had 
been accordingly referred to sir Isaac Newton, 
Mr. Southwell, and Mr. Scroope, to make the 
assay and trial ; and it appeared, That the Pix 
pf the copper-monies coined at Bristol by Mr. 
Wood for Ireland, containing the trial pieces, 
which was sealed and locked up at the time of 
coining, was opened at his Majesty's mint at 
. the Tow£r : That the comptroller's account of 
£he quantities of half-pence and farthings 
coined, agreed with Mr. Wood's account, 
Vol. VHI. ' 



amounting to 59 tons, 3 hundred,.! Quarter, 
11 pounds, and 4 ounces: That by the speci- 
mens of this coinage, which had from time to 
time been taken from the several parcels 
coined, and sealed up in papers, and put into 
the Pix, 60 half-pence weighed 14 ounces troy, 
and 18 penny- weights, which is about a quarter 
of an ounce above one pound weight averdu- 
pois ; and 30 farthirigs weighed 3 ounces and 3 
quarters of an ounce troy, and 46 grairisj 
which is also above the weight required by the 
patent: That both half-pence and farthings, 
when heated red hot, spread thin \inder the 
hammer, without cracking : That the copper, 
of which Mr. Wood's coinage is made^is of the 
same goodness and value with the copper, of 
which the copper money is coined in his Ma- 
jesty's mint for England, and worth, in the 
market, about IS pence per pound weight aver- 
dupois : That a pound of cOpper wrought into - 
bars and fillets, and made fit for coinage, before 
bronght into the mint at the Tower of London, 
is worth 18 pence per pound, and always costs 
as much, and is coined into 23 pence of copper 
money by tale for England. That the' half- 
pence and farthings coined by Mr. Wood, 
when compared with the copper money coined 
for Ireland in the reigns ef king Charles 2, king 
James 2, and king William and queen Mary, 
considerably exceeds them all in goodness, fine- 
ness, and valoe of the copper, none of them 
bearing the fire so well, not being; malleable, 
wasting very much in the fire, and great part 
of them burning into a cinder of little ot no 
value at all. l*he fact being thus proved to be 
on the side^of Mr. Wood, the lords Committees 
shew, that his Majesty's royal predecessors al- 
ways exercised the undoubted prerogative of 
granting patents for copper coinage in Ireland 
to private persons, none of which patents were; 
equally beneficial to that kingdom, nor so wejf 
guarded with proper covenants and conditions 
for the due execution of the powers thereby 
granted, as this of Mr. Wood, though tjie vali- 
dity of these patents, and a du# compliance 
with them, was never in any one instance till 
this time disputed or controverted. They then 
prove, that Mir. Wood's patent was not, as had 
been suggested in Ireland, obtained clandes- 
tinely, in an unprecedented manner, but after 
'a reference to the attorney and solicitor-gene- 
ral, and after sir Isaac Newton had been con- 
sulted in all the steps of settling it. In the 
last place they made it plainly appear by a 
cloud of witnesses, that there was a real want 
of small money in Ireland, to make small pay- 
ments. But, Mr. Wood having, in compliance 
with the clamour industriously raised against 
his coinage, proposed to reduce his coinage 
from 100,000/. to 40,000/, value, it was thought 
fit to accept of it, and to send directions to 
Ireland accordingly. 

On the 10th of October died earl Cowper, 
eminent for his integrity in the discharge of the 
office of lord chancellor, which he had- twice 
filled. There may have been chancellors of 
more extensive learning, but none of more 
3B 
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knowledge in the laws of England. His judg- 
ment was quick, and yet solid. His eloquence 
manly, hut flowing. Hit manner graceful and 
noble. 

The Sing was still at Hanover, when he 
heard of the duke of Orleans' death, who, under 
the title of prime minister, governed France 
as absolutely as he had done during the mino- 
rity of Lewis 15. , King George was much con* 
cerced at the news : The mutual esteem they 
had for each other, their circumstances and in- 
terests, which were not unlike, begot a firm 
friendship between them, whereof they gave on 
all occasions the most effectual proofs. The 
duke died of an apoplexy in the 50th year of his 
age, and according to his desire, before his de- 
cease, the duke of Bourbon was nominated 
prime minister. 

As the death of the duke of Orleans might 
occasion great alterations, and as it was uncer- 
tain whether the new minister would enter into 
the views of his predecessor, the King hastened 
bis return to England. Being detained by con- 
trary winds some days in Holland, he received 
there assurances, from the part of France, of 
the good disposition of that court, to cultivate, 
and eveu improve, the union established by the 
late duke of Orleans, between the two states. 
The King came to London the 19th of De- 
cember.* 

* On the 5th of Dec. Lord Townsbend wrote 
the following Letter to Mr. Robert Walpole: 

" Dear Sir ; Hanover, Dec. 5, 1723. 

49 I believe you will be surprised at the King's 
haying taken the resolution to set out for Eng- 
land on the 16th v of this month, N. S. for which 
reason-it will be proper for me to acquaint you 
in what manner that affair has passed. While 
the King was at the Gohrde, being unwilling to 
interrupt his good humour, with proposing any 
thing so disagreeable, as I apprehended a 
speedy return to England might be, I ventured 
no further, than to give him in a paper, stating 
the times on which the moon-light nights fell. 
But upon his coming- back to this place, I 
found the universal bent of the Germans strong 
for keeping him here, till the full moon of the 
10th January, N. S. and fearing lest any acci- 
dent of contrary winds or frosts might detain 
him so long in Holland, that the parliament (al- 
lowing the necessary time for summoning it, 
and for concerting the operationsof the session) 
might not be , able to meet before February ; I 
thought it my duty to lay before his Majesty, 
the possible inconvenience that might arise from 
his deifying his journev so long, which I chose 
to reduce to writing, in the form you will see 
in the inclosed. This letter, far from causing 
any uneasiness, as I apprehended, had so good 
an effect, that the King, without saying any 
thing to me, sent for the marechal the next 
day, and ordered him to make (he necessary 
dispositions for his beginning the journey on the 
16th instant, N. S. 

<r J am sensible you will think the }0th of 



SECOND SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR* 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King's Speecfi on Opening tht Session.] 
January 9, 1724. The Parliament being met} 
the King went to the House of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor read 
his Majesty's Speech to both Houses, as fol- 
lows : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I cannot open this session, without con* 
gratulating you upon the success of your endea* 
voufs, last year, for the safety, interest, and 
honour of the kingdom : The rise of public 
credit, the flourishing condition of our trade 
and manufactures, and the general tranquillity 
of my people, are the happy consequences of 
your prudent resolutions. It is to be hoped, 
that the few examples, which were made of 
some notorious offenders, will be sufficient to 
deter the most disaffected from engaging in the 
like desperate and wicked practices. The aug- 
mentation you thought fit to make to our na- 
tional forces, by sea and land, has not only se- 
cured the general quiet of the kingdom, against 
any sudden attempts, or insurrections, but has 
also given me such weight and credit in all fo- 
reign ntgociations, as greatly contribute to- 

January, O. S. somewhat of the earliest for 
bringing the Parliament together after the bo- 
lydays ; but it is his Majesty's present inten- 
tion, they should meet to do business on the 
9th; audi beg you would suspend your judg- 
ment on this resolution, till I nave an oppor- 
tunity to acquaint you with the reasons, which 
made so early a day appear advisable. I hope 
this good may at least be expected from it, that 
the time of the Parliament's meeting being 
known before Christmas, will give new life to 
the city, and animate public credit. You wiU 
easily imagine, that the King's taking this reso- 
lution, has been highly disagreeable to the Ger- 
mans, and the. more so, from their having no 
notice or participation in it. But I never saw 
any one more overjoyed than the duchess "upon 
this occasion ; and if I had had any other view 
besides the King's service, I could not have 
made my court more effectually with her, than 
by this step. The only objection and clamour 
which the most discontented on this side pre- 
tend to raise is, that we hazard his Majesty's 
person too much, by 'proposing to undertake the 
voyage so long after the full moon, when the 
former part of the ni^ht is entirely dark. But 
besides, that his . Majesty did once before set 
out some \J ays after the full moon, and that he 
is always liable to be detained by contrary 
winds, till part of the moon is spent, his Ma- 
jesty himself told me, when j gave him the 
paper on that subject at the Gohrde, that be 
had no regard to the moonlight nights. 

'* His Majesty desires you would take care, 
that there may be as, little concourse of noisy 
attendants at his landing! or on the roa4 te 
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wards the preservation of the peace of Europe, 
u Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
" I will order the proper officers to lay before 
you the estimates for the service of the current' 
year. ' I desire such supplies only, as you shall 
and absolutely* necessary for preserving the 
peace of the kingdom, and for the security of 
my people ; and those, I hope, may be raised 
without laying any additional charge or burden 
on my subjects. 

London as possible, If he should pass through 
the city or the park, any thing of that kind 
would be more excuseable, though it is what he 
desires entirely to avoid." Coxe's Walpole, 
Correspondence, vol. 2, p. 293. 

The Letter to the King alluded to in the 
above, was as follows : 

"Sire, Hanover r Nov. SO, 1753. 

" I hope your Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to pardon the liberty I take, in pre- 
suming to lay before you m,y unbiassed thoughts, 
on the subject of your Majesty's journey to 
^England. I have chosen to* reduce them into 
writing, for no other reason, but because I 
thought I could state them clearer that way, 
than by word of mouth. I beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that I have no other view in do- 
ing it, than to act this matter in the clearest 
light for your Majesty's determinatien, eub- 
jnittiag it entirely, to your Majesty, as I am in 
duty bound, to help fbrwaxd and facilitate 
whatever resolution your Majesty in your great 
wisdom, sfeall think proper to take upon this 
and upon ail other occasions. 

" The parliament stands prorogued at pre- 
sent to the t9th o$ November, O. S. which is 
the 30th, N. S. and your Majesty has already 
given farther directions to have it prorogued to 
the 17th, O. S. which is the 28th of December, 
W. S. The next full moon is on the last day 
of November, Q. S. which is the 11th of De- 
cember, N. S. and as the moon rises but three 
quarters of an hour later one night than ano- 
ther, this moon will give light for seven or eight 
nights after, sufficient to prevent any danger ot" 
running on the coasts of England. Should 
your Majesty, therefore, set out from San over 
about the 14th or 15th of December, N. S. 
you may propose to embark about the 17th or 
18th, which is the 6th or 7tli, O. S. and, hav- 
ing the benefit of this moon, may hope to land 
in England a week or ten days before the time 
to which the parliament will then stand pro- 
rogued. By which means, before that proro- 
gation expires, a proclamation may be pub- 
nshed for proroguing it farther to about the 
10th of January, Q. S. which is the 21st, N. S. 
giving notice that it shall meet to do business at 
' that time, which will be at a proper and con- 
venient distance after the Christmas holidays, 
'and your servants will have full time enough to 
cpneert the measures necessary for the conduct 
of the sessions. The time of the parliament's 
meeting thus early, being once Settled and 
l^ewn, w#l pip almost the saoae myfcfan 



" I must, in a particular manner, recommend 
to ypur care the public debts of, the kingdom, 
as the most national concern you can possibly 
take into your consideration. I am persuaded 
it must be a very great satisfaction to all my 
faithful subjects, -to see the sinking fund im- 
proved and augmented, and the debt of the na-< 
tion thereby put into a method of being so 
much the sooner gradually reduced and paid 



and spirit to the nation, as if it were actually 
assembled ; and Mr. Walpole, having alreadjr 
assured) your Majesty, that be can find means 
for con ti oping the payments of the army and 
fleet till after (he holidays, no inconvenience 
to the public service can possibly ensue. 

" But should your Majesty let slip this moon, 
and wait for the next of the 10th of January, 
3ST. S. which is the last of December, 0. S. no- 
tice cannot be given at next prorogation, off the 
parliament being to meet the 10th, to do busi- 
ness ; because, even supposing your Majesty 
should have the quickest passage possible, your 
Majesty cannot be in London till the 3rd or 
4th of January, which is the 14th or 15tb, N. S. 
and the parliament being prorogued to the 10th, 
O. S. it will be impossible to ojjen the parlia- 
ment at the time appointed; but your Majesty 
must inevitably prorogue It at least for a fort- 
night longer, which will delay the opening of 
the parliament to the latter end of January, or 
beginning of February. But yet the parlia- 
ment, requiring three weeks notice at least, 
cannot be brought together till some time in 
February; and it not being certain, whether 
the payments abovemen tinned, can be conti- 
nued thus long, there will be evident danger of 
involving the public service in such difficulties, . 
as may very much affect public credit, and oc- 
casion the greatest uneasiness throughout- the 
'nation. 

" But should it farther happen, that .the frosts 
should set in about that time in Holland, which 
may naturally be apprehended, no one is able 
to foresee how long your Majesty's passage 
may be delayed, nor wha/t the consequence of 
such a delay may be. The^ public, supplies 
(which are granted only from Christmas to 
Christmas) being exhausted, every branch of 
the public service must be at a stand : the par- 
liament must meet late, and probably in ill 
temper, and the session must unavoidably be 
protracted to the middle of the summer months* 

u After having thus stated to your Majestj, 
with the greatest deference and submission, the 
inconveniences which, it appears to me, may 
occur from possible accidents and delays, I 
once more beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that though I have taken the liberty to give 
my opinion, yet whatever resolution your Ma- 
jesty shall take, I shall most cheerfully, and 
with the utmost readiness and N submission, do 
all in my power towards rendering it practica- 
ble and easy ; having no other view or desire 
than that of conducting your Majesty's affairs 
on all occasions, in such manner as may be 
most (o your own service and satisfaction.!' 
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off : It would be a work truly worthy of a 
British parliament, to begin this^commendable 
undertaking, and to make such a progress 

"therein, as, with a strict regard to public faith 
and private property, may pave the way to this 
great and desirable end. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
u In the present happy situation of our af- 
fairs, I have nothing more to recommend to 
you, than that you would make use of the op- 
portunity, which your own good conduct has 
put into your hands, in considering of such 

" farther laws, as may be wanting for the ease 
and encouragement of trade and navigation, 
for the employment of the poor, and for the 
exciting and encouraging a spirit of industry in 
toe nation. 

" I am fully satisfied, that the trade and 
wealth* of my people are the happy effects of 
the liberties they enjoy, and that the grandeur* 
ofthe crown consists in their prosperity ; and 
I rnn as fully persuaded, that all, who wish 
well to their country, must agree with me, 
that it is the vainest of all'delusions to imagine, 
that the religion, laws, and liberties of this 
kingdom, can erer be secured, but by support- 
ing the present establishment, and maintaining 
the succession in the Protestant line. Let us 
therefore heartily join in every thing, that may 
tend to promote our mutual happiness, and to 
■extinguish the hopes of those, who long have 
been, and still are restless in their endeavours 
to subject this nation to the whole train of 
miseries, that are inseparable from Popery and 
arbitrary power." 

The Lords! Address qf Thanks.] The King 
being withdrawn, trje Lords resolved to pre- 
sent an Address of Thanks to his Majesty, 
which being draw a up, and agreed to, was, 
the next day, presented to his Majesty, as 
follows ; 

' " Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

tt vour Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, humbly ; return your 
Majesty the Thanks of this House for your 
Majesty's rnost gracious Speech from the 
throne; and for your gracious acceptance 
of our sincere endeavours for your service 
during the last session. We cannot in justice 
but acknowledge, that the prosperous and 
flourishing condition, and the present tran- 
quillity of the kingdom, are the natural effects 
of your Majesty's wise aud steady government. 
Your Majesty's powerful influence in all your 
foreign negotiations, towards the preservation 
of the general peace, gives us very great satis- 
faction. We beseech your Majesty to believe 
nothing can be dearer to us, than your honour ; 
and that we cannot think any \h\ng of greater 
importance than the enabling your Majesty 
to maiutain the tranquillity of Europe. 

" We humbly beg leave r with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude, to acknowledge your Ma- 
jesty's patera ii care and tenderness, in desiring 
the ease Qf your people, froth aU unnecessary 
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burdens, and your inexpressible goodness in 
declaring from the throne your full satisfaction, 
that the trade and wealth of your people are 
happy effects of the liberties they enjoy ; and 
that the grandeur of your crown consists in the 
prosperity of your subjects. We beg your* Ma- 
jesty to believe, that nothing shall be ever 
wanting on our part, that can tend to the 
increase of your Majesty's happiness and glory; 
and that we are firmly anJ unanimously 
resolved, with our lives and fortunes, to main- 
tain our present happy establishment, as the 
only solid foundation, upon which we can hope 
for the quiet enjoyment of our religion, laws 
and liberties." 

The King's Answer.] His Majesty's Answer 
was as follows : 

" My Lords ; 
u I give you my hearty thanks for this duti- 
ful and loyal Address. Your, affectionate con* 
cern for my honour and happiness is very 
acceptable to me. Be assured it shall be my 
constant care to preserve the rights and liber- 
ties of my people. 

The Commons 9 Address qf Tkquks.] The 
Caramons being returned to their House* the 
lord Finch moved, and being seconded it was 
resolved, nem. con. That an hvmble Address be 
presented to his Majesty, which was unani- 
mously agreed to, and on the 11th, presented 
by the whole House, as follows : 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
u Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
ment assembled, beg leave to congratulate your 
Majesty upon your safe and happy return into 
these kingdoms; andjnust humbly desire your 
Majesty to accept theunfeigned thanks of this 
House, for your Majesty's most gracious speech 
from the throne. As your Majesty is pleased 
to found the grandeur of your crown in the 
security of the liberties of your people, and 
your glory in promoting their prosperity ; so 
they, in return, must be excited, by all the 
ties of duty and gratitude, to build their hap- 
piness upon the" firm and unshaken principles 
of loyalty and affection to your Majesty's most 
saored person and government, 

" It is the greatest satisfaction to your Ma- 
jesty's faithful Commons to find, that the loy- 
alty of their resolutions and the justice of 
their proceedings, in the last session of par- 
liament, have been attended with all the happy 
consequences they expected from them ; and 
now have been rewarded with your Majesty^ 
royal approbation. . 

" We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that 
we shall readily and chearfully raise all such 
supplies, as shall be necessary to support the 
honour of your Majesty's government, and 
secure the tranquillity of these kingdoms. 

" We are highly sensible of your Majesty's 
goodness to all your people, in recommending, 
particularly at this time, to our consideration, 
the public debts of the kingdom ; which snrc s* 
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heavy a load, and so much a national concern, 
that we should be wanting to ourselves, if we 
did not assure your Majesty, that we will use 
our utmost endeavours to improve and aug- 
ment the sinking fund, and thereby put the 
national debtlntoa method of being gradually 
reduced and paid, without any violation of 
public faith, or infringement of private pro- 
perty: And as your Majesty is pleased to en- 
courage our attempting so great and noble a 
design; so we are fully persuaded, that the 
wisdom and steadiness of your Majesty's go- 
vernment will enable us to perfect this great 
undertaking.. 

« We assure your Majesty, that we know of 
no other safety, under God, for our trade and 
wealth, liberty and property, religious and civil 
rights, but the security of your Majesty's sacred 
person and government, and the succession in 
^our royal House ; which we will always sup- 
port and maintain against any traiterous at- 
tempt whatsoever; being truly sensible of the 
blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's most 
gracious and happy government, which has 
hitherto preserved us from all those miseries, 
experience has taught us, are inseparable from 
Popery a*id arbitrary power." 

The Kings Answer."] To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 
" Gentlemen ; 

" I return you my hearty thanks for this 
dutiful and loyal Address : The wisdom and 
resolution of this parliament have principally 
contributed to our present happy situation ; 
and the perseverance of my faithful Commons, 
with the same zeal and unanimity, in the dis- 
patch of the public business, will be the surest 
means of improving this favourable opportu- 
nity to the best advantage, for the honour and 
interest of the kingdom." 

Debate in the Commons concerning the Num- 
ber.-of Land- Forces.] January 22. The Conv 
ro^fts in a Committee of the whole House on 
ihttSupply, read the Estimates of the Charge 
fof t£e Guards, Garrisons, and Land-Forces, 
and' Mr. Treby rnovefi for keeping up the 
same number of troops for the year 4724, as 
were maintained the year before. This oc- 
casioned a warm debate which lasted five 
hours. Mr. Treby was supported by Mr. R. 
Wa!pole,*Mr. Pelham, Mr. poddington, Mr. 
Yonge, Mr. Thomas Broderick, lord Finch, 
Serjeant Miller, Mr. St. Joho Broderick, Mr. 
Docminique, andJMr. Pulteney. But sir Wilfrid 
X*awson, who was supported tyy lord Morpeth, 
Mr. Bromley, sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Sloper, 
Mr. Sbippen, hon. Mr. Verney, Mr. Hunger- 
ford, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr* Jefferies, Mr. 
Walter Piummer, and Mr. Hutchison, insisted, 
That the additional troops raised the last year 
should be disbanded, because there was, at this 
time, no apparent occasion for so great a num- 
ber of forces. But the question being put\ 
npon the motion, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive by 2K> votes against 100 ; and resolved, 
X* u that the number of effective men to be 
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provided for guards and garrisons in Great 
Britain, and for Jersey and Guernsey, for the 
year 1724, including 1815 invalids, be 18264 
men, commission and non-commission officers 
included. 2. That -a sum not exceeding 
655,668/. Ss. 7d. be granted for defraying the 
charge of the said 18264 men, for the year 
1724." 

Jan. 23. The above Resolutions, beiitg re- 
ported, were agreed to by the House. 

Resolutions\especting the Public Debts.] 
February 13. Mr. Farrer, according to order, 
reported from the Committee of the whole 
House, to whom it Nwas referred to consider of 
that part of his Majesty's Speech, which relates 
to the National Debt, the following Resolu- 
tions: 

1. " That, towards lessening the public 
debts and incumbrances, the annuities payable 
after the rate of 5/. per centum per annum, 
and charged on the general fund by a clause in 
the Act of Parliament, of the fifth year of his 
Majesty's reign, intituled, ' An act for granting 
' to his Majesty an aid, by a land tax, to be 
' raised in Great Britain, for the service of the 
year, 1719, other than, and except, such of 
them as have been subscribed into the capital 
stock of the South-Sea Company, be redeemed, 
and paid off, at Lady-day 1724. 

2. " Thatall the principal, and interest 'after 
the rate of 5& per centum per annam^ pay* 
able for or'on the several standing orders made, 
or to be made, for, on in respect of, the blank* 
tickets only in the Lottery for 1*400,000/. 
granted for the service of the year 1714, which 
shall remain due, and in arrear, at Lady- day 
1724, other than, and except, so much thereof 
as has been subscribed into the capital stojk * 
of the South Sea Company, be then paid* off, 
and discharged. 

3. " That so much of the monies - arisen, e^ 
to arise, at or before Lady-day 1724, of or for 
the surpluses, - excesses, • or overplus-monies^ 
Commonly called the sinking fund, and then 
remaining in the Exchequer, as will be neces- 
sary to redeem, and pay off, the said annuities 
principal and interest; and also to redeem the 
two annuities, which, by the act, of the ninth 
year of his Majesty's reign, i ntitufed, * An Act 
* /or redeeming certain annuities, payable by 
' the cashier of the Bank of England at the 
* rate of five pounds per cent, per ami.* wera 
enacted to be redeemed at Lady-day 1724; 
shall be issued, applied, and disposed of, for 
completing such redemptions and payments, as 
aforesaid, in the first, place ; and, subject 
thereto, to the same uses as they are now ap* 
propriated to by any former act or acts of Par* 
liament. , v 

4. " That, towards lessening the Pobiic 
Debts and incumbrances, the principal sum of 
1,775,027/. 175. 10£tf. now owing to the go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, 
in beu of certain Exchequer-Bills, formerly by 
them delivered up, and cancelled ; and which, 
by an Act of Parliament, of the -third year of 
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bis Majesty's reign, intituled, ' An Act for re- 

* deeming several funds of the Governor and 

* Company of the Bank of England, pursuant 
' to former provisoes of redemption ; and for 

* securing to them several new funds or allow- 

* ances, redeemable by Parliament ; and for 
4 obliging them to advance further sums, not 
4 exceeding 2,500,000/. at five pounds per c$n- 
' turn, as shall be found necessary to be em- 
' ployed in lessening the national debts and in-' 

* cumbrances ; and for continuing certain pro- 

* visions formerly made for the expences of 
4 his Majesty's civil government ; and for pay- 
4 ment of annuities formerly purchased at the 

* rate of five pounds per cent, ; and for other 
' purposes in this act mentioned;' was to be 
attended with an annuity of 88,751/. 7s. 10{d, 
being after the rate of hi. per cent, per ann. ; 
and to be redeemable by parliament upon a 
year's notice ; be paid off, and redeemed ajt 
the /east of the Nativity of St John Baptist, 
which shall be in the year of our Lord 1725, ac- 
cording to the proviso or power of redemption 
contained in the same act, for that purpose." ' 

The said Resolutions, being severally read a 
second time, were agreed unto by the House, 
and a Bill was ordered to be brought in, pur- 
suant to the three first of the said Resolutions. 

Ordervf the Commons respecting Protec- 
tions.} Feb. .18/ The Commons took into con- 
sideration, the lists of Protections laid before 
the House by the secondaries of the two comp- 
ters of London, and ' the under-sheriff of the 
County of Middlesex. And the Standing Ordev 
of the House of the 3 1st of January 1718 was 
read accordingly, and is as foiJoweth, viz. 
' Ordered nem. con. 

4 That all Protections and Written CertifU 
4 eates of the Members of this House be de- 

* dared void in law, and be forthwith with- 

* drawn and called in ; and that none be grant- 
' ad for th> future ; and that if any shall be 

* granted by any member, such member shall 
4 make satisfaction to the party injured, and 
4 shall he liable to 4he censure of this House.' 
Upon which it was ordered, nem. con. 

" That the sain 1 Standing-Order be reprinted 
. and published by setting up the same in the 
Lobby at the House 'door , at Westminster-Hall 
gate, and at the several courts in Westminster 
Ball, and at the kms of court and inns of chau- 
eery,and at the Royal-Exchange, and at the two 
Compters in London ; and *bat the knights and 
commissioners of the shires do send copies 
thereof to the sheriffs of their respective coun- 
ties, and the citizens to their respective cities, 
cmd the burgesses and commissioners of the 
boroughs to- their respective boroughs/' 

Petition from the Sufferers % the Bahama 
Project 0 Feb. 21. Sir John Guise presented 
to the Commons a Petition of sir Gustayus 
Jiume, and Georfee Prstft, esq. and several 
other persons who were Sufferers by becoming 
Adventurers in the Project for carrying on a 
Jrade. to the Bahama Islands, setting forth, 
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a very large Subscription for momfy was set on 
foot and carried on, under a pretence of pro- ] 
moting a very beneficial trade to the Bahama 
Islands, and likewise for a sale of the said Is* 1 
lands, among such persons as should be induced 
to become sharers or adventurers in the said I 
project ; and that a very considerable sum of j 
money of about 60,000/. had been subscribed 
and actually paid into the hands of some per- 
sons who were at the head of the said project, | 
and did undertake to manage and promote the . 
several interests of the Petitipners ; and that 
from the commencement of the said Subscrip- 
tion to this time, frequent and repeated appli- 
cations have been made to the persons who 
have had the direction and management of the 
said Project; but no manner of satisfaction can 
be obtained by the Petitioners) who apprehend 
that without the interposition of this House 
they shall not be able to recover the sums of | 
money they were induced to subscribe and pay I 
in ; and praying, The House will take the pre* 
mises into consideration, and grant them such 
relief as to them shall seem meet." 

The said Petition rejected.] After the read- 
ing of this Petition, a motion being made, That 
the said Petition be referred to the considera- 
tion of a Committee, many members were in- 
clined to the affirmative. , 

Mr. R. 'Wdipole did, thereupon, represent, 
That this Petition seemed intended to open | 
again the wounds of the year 1720, which the 
Parliament, with great wisdom, had endea- 
voured to heal ; that if they countenanced such 
a Petition, they would soon have a load of pe- 
titions of the same nature brought upon them ; 
and that the law being open, the Petitioners 
ought to seek their relief there, where many 
had already found it. To this 

The Lord Morpeth replied, That the reject- 
ing of this Petition would sound very ill with- 
out doors, and look as if they screened their 
own members ; some of whom were known to 
have been the principal managers of the Ba- 
hama project : 

But Mr. Walpole's reasons carried such 
weight, that the question being put upon the i 
motion, it passed in the negative. • 

Order of the Lords respecting Protections.] 
February 25. The order of the day being read | 
for taking into consideration the several Lists 
of Certificates of written Protections, delivered 
at the bar by the Secondaries of the two Comp- 
ters in London, the uwjer-sberiff of Middlesex, 
and the high-bailiff of Westminster, which are 
entered in their respective offices ; the standing 
Order of the House of the 15th of April, 1712, 
in relation to certain written Protections, being 
read, the following Order and Declaration was 
made, viz. 

44 . That all the said writtep Protections are 
null and void; and all other Protections, which 
shall be, at any time hereafter, given contrary 
to the said standing Order, shall be taken- to be 
null and void ; and that jpo sheriff* under-she- 
riff, dep^ty-sj^riff^ #€9on4ary a px other officer, 
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whose duty it is to issue any legal process, or to 
execute the same, or cause the same to be exe- 
tcuted, shall receive or allow, or have any re- 
gard to, or make any entry in his office, of any 
written Protection, which is or shall be signed, 
or pretended to be signed, by any Lord of this 
House; but that nothing herein contained 
shall be understood in any sort to derogate from 
the ancient privilege of the Lords of Parlia- 
ment, with respect to their menial servants, and 
those of their family, as also those employed 
necessarily and properly about their estates, as 
well as their persons, or to expose to arrests 
those, who are really servants to them, as 
aforesaid." 

Then it being moved, That the same be made 
a standing Order; ordered, That on Saturday 
next the House will take the said motion into 
consideration : Accordingly on the 29th of 
February the House proceeded to take into con- 
sideration the above-mentioned motion; and 
the same being read, was ordered to be entered 
v on the Roll of the standing Orders of the 
House, and to be forthwith printed and pub- 
lished, and affixed on the doors belonging to the 
House, and Westminster-hall/ 

Petition respecting Foreign Gold.] March 
3. A Petition of several merchants and other 
traders in and about the city of London, was 
presented to the House of Commons, and read, 
•etting forth: 

" That great quantities of Foreign Gpld and 
English Broad Pieces are offered in payment to 
the Petitioners in the common course of trade, 
and on inland bills of exchange, which if they 
refuse to take they are prevented receiving 
their just debts; that when the Petitioners 
have received such gold they cannot pay away 
the same for customs, excise, or any other 
taxes, which is a very great difficulty and hard- 
ship upon them, and a great obstruction of 
trade, and the due circulation of money, and 
therefore praying, That English Broad Pieces, 
and all foreign gold may be prohibited passing 
in payment, or else may be taken for customs, 
excise, and all other branches of the public re- 
venue, or that the House will afford them such 
other relief as shall seem meet."* 



* This Petition was backed by the following 
f*aper, which was delivered to the members, viz. 

" Reasons humbly offered, to prohibit English 
Broad Pieces and all Foreign Gold from 
passing in Payment, unless they are taken 
in all the Public Revenues. 

1. " Many persons that import foreign gold 
pick out the lightest pieces to pass in payment, 
and sell the heaviest by weight; which are fre- 
quently coined into guineas, and the light 
pieces are imposed upon the manufacturers 
and other traders, and when they have been 
forced to take such gold, the same is again inv- 
posed upon others, and such as will not comply 
therewith are kept out of their money, which 
produoeth many difficulties and quarrels 



The said Petition was ordered to be taken N 
into consideration on the 10th instant. 

Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny JbilLJ 
March 16. Hie, Lords being in a Grand Com- 
mittee on the bill, * For punishing Mutiny and 
Desertion,' there arose a debate, upon the mo- 
tion made by 

Lord Trevor, for leaving out of the number 
of the Land Forces to be continued, the 4,000 

amongst the people, and is a great obstruction 
to trade, and the due circulation of money. 

2. " Those, who have money to pay on any 
part of the King's revenue, and particularly on 
fcills of exchange to the Excise-office, or Cus- 
. tom-honse, are put to very great difficulties to 
procure money to answer the demands of the 
government, for though thev are obliged to re- 
ceive such gold, none of the public officers be- 
longing to the crown will receive it again, so 
that the traders are not only under great diffi- 
culties, but the payments on the revenues are 
daily postponed, which is a great loss to the 
public. ^ 

8. u Foreign gold, and particularly moidores, 
are easily counterfeited, and some are done so 
exactly, that few can distinguish, the bad from 
the good, and English Broad Pieces are 6ften 
dipt. Sucii gold passing in payment is a great 
damage to the nation. 

4. In order to prevent these great incon- 
venienctes it is humbly proposed, That English 
Broad Pieces and all foreign Gold whatsoever, 
may be prohibited passing in payment, and 
then they will be quickly coined into guineas, 
which will make such an alteration in the cir- 
culation of money, that ^trade in general will 
quickly feel the good effects thereof: 

5. " The objection that some persons may 
make to the foregoing proposals is. That it will 
discourage the importation of foreign gold, but 
that is only a vulgar error, for if the balance of 
trade is in our favour, there will be no less 
quantity of gold imported, which as it comes in 
will naturally go to the Mint to be coined, 
which has always been the usual channel,' till 
of late years they have found this new method 
of picking oilt the lightest pieces and imposing 
them upon the subjects, and melting the 
heaviest, or selling them by weight. 

6. " But if it is thought that the foregoing 
reasons are not sufficient, but that it is an ad- 
vantage to the nation that Broad Pieces and 
.foreign gold should pass in payment, then it is 
humbly proposed that such gold shall be taken 
for customs, excise, and all payments what- 
soever that are made to the government: for 
it seems unreasonable that any coined money 
should pass in payment between subject and 
subject, but what will be taken in all the pub- 
lic revenues. 

" And if it be supposed that the currency of 
foreign gold in the way of trade promotes the 
importation thereof, the extending its currency 
to all the public offices must much more pro- 
mote such importation.? 
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additional men raised the year before. His 
lordship represented, That the Conspiracy 
mentioned in his Majesty's Speech at the open- 
ing of the last session of parliament, which was 
the occasion of this augmentation of the Land 
Forces, being happily extinguished, and there- 
by the cause of raising that additional) number 
removed, there was not the least pretence for 
continuing that number: That the keeping on 
foot a greater army in time of peace, than was 
absolutely necessary for the security of the 
King's person and government, was very dan- 
gerous to our happy constitution : and, consi- 
dering the great tranquillity we enjoyed, both 
at home and abroad, be could not but appre- 
hend the 4 number of regular forces, allowed by 
this bill, to be much greater than was necessary 
for that end. That if so great an army was 
allowed to be continued, in our present happy 
circumstances, a Standing Army would there- 
.hy become an essential part of our constitution, 
since the reasons for keeping it up in perpe- 
tuity would grow stronger every year, and iri 
every succeeding reign : for on the one hand, 
it cannot, with^any probability, be foreseen or 
expected, that in any future time, there will be 
less reason to be given, than at present, for 
justifying the necessity of keeping up so great 
T an army, there being now as little danger to 
our present happy establishment, to be feared, 
either from insurrections at home, or by any 
disturbance or invasions from abroad, as the 
nature and instability of human affairs will al- 
low of. And pn the other.hand, if so numer- 
ous an army be at present allowed of in par- 
liament, no argument can hereafter be urged, 
for the reducing the number in any future reign, 
but whatywill seem to carry with it too great a 
distrust of the prince then on the throne, and 
will be construed to imply, that the same con- 
fidence is not to be reposed in him, as in his 
predecessors. His lordship added, It was not 
out of any distrust be entertained either of his 
Majesty or his ministers, that he was for reduc- 
ing part of the army : that, on the contrary, he 
was fully, convinced his Majesty will never 
make an ill use of his pewer, of which they 
Had a sure earnest in the moderation with 
which his Majesty had governed hitherto : but 
as they could not promise themselves and ex- 
r pect, that so good and so just a King should 
always fill the throne, it was prudence early to 
prevent the inconveniences and dangers to 
which our excellent constitution and liberties 
should be exposed, in case, in any succeeding 
reign, an ambitious prirtce and ill ministers, 
should have so great a number of troops at their 
disposal. That it was notorious, that all the 
ftates*of Europe that have lost* their liberties, 
nave been enslaved by their own armies, whose 
officers and commanders growing every day in 
power, do, at last, turn it against those from 
whom they had at first their commissions ; of 
Which we had a fatal example in England, still 
fresh in our memories, in the person of Oliver 
Cromwell. . That besides the 4,000 additional 
men f thejregular ferees were double the num- 
9 
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ber of those kept on , foot, after the peace j*f 
Ryswick, in the reign of king William of flen- 
ous memory ; and more numerous, by onethir4> 
than in the late Queen's reign after the peace 
of Utrecht ; that they are more than Sufficient 
to secure the government against any sodden 
intestine commotion ; which is the less to bp 
apprehended by reason of the general affection 
which the people had lately shewn in taking 
the oaths, though many of them that took them 
were not required to do it, by the act passed* 
the last session ; and he was confident, {hat 
except a few persons of desperate principles 
and fortunes, who might hope to fish in troubled' 
•waters, there was nobody in England that had 
any thing to lose,, that wished for a revolution. 
That if we looked abroad, it appeared, that by 
the happy influence of his Majesty r s wise cooer . 
sels, and the good alliances that had been en- 
tered into and cemented, all Europe enjoyed a 
profound peace, which, in all probability would 
be lasting: but that in case of a rupture with 
any neighbouring prince, our fleet, which was 
certainly the most numerous and -the best irvaH 
Christendom, would defend us against 'any fo- 
reign invasion or insult. That the pay of the 
4,000 additional men, amounted to a jgood sunt 
of money. , That, indeed, at. another juoGtujs^ 
that ex pence might easily .be borne ; bo* the* 
in the present circumstances, when .the^ nstiofr 
is involved in so great a debt, and groans under 
the load of heavy taxes, this additional charge 
is very considerable* That his Majesty, in, his 
gracious Speech, at the opening of the session: 
of parliament, having in a particular manner 
recommended to the House of Commons* £be 
putting the National Debt in a meth<wKo/ ber 
mg gradually reduced and paid': It wjas wjth 
the greatest satisfaction he took notice, that a, 
progress had already been made in $hai<gtej$ 
and important undertaking; and that,inrprdir 
to improve that good beginning, not oniy.t^e 
pay of these additional forces, but also ajlerfeef 
needless expences, ought, in his opinion, to he 
applied to the increase of the Sip king Fund* 
Hisiordship concluded as he baaVbegun* wit^ 
most earnest professions of his sincere; aaa\^ir-* 
tire affection for his Majesty's sacred ££esoa 
and government, and for his royal- fara^^ 
whose prosperity, under God, ab$olu4^1y de« 
pend both our present felicity, and -the pi*-, 
servation of our laws, liberties, properties) anjf; 
holy religion. s -* * - r> ,7 

The Lord Tozomhaid, answered Lorj^^revoft 
and said, That, be agreed with that* poblo 
lord, in some parts q£, his speech, but, w,#'s very, 
sorry he differed from him in others, That h* 
was thoroughly persuaded of his entire ajEee* 
tion to his Majesty's person, and the presents 
happy settlement; nor did he, ia the least 
doubt, but that he saw with pleasure, the pro*' 
gress that had already been made towards re- 
ducing the National Debt, but that, -at the 
same time, they ought to consider, that as the, 
happy tranquillity * we at present enjoy, is, in* 
some measure, owing to the strength of <tb* so* 
▼eminent, so it wis prudence not to weake*4Wt 
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strength, because the same affects public credit, 
which being founded on the security of the 
government, if that security was rendered pre- 
carious, they would soon see the funds and 
stocks fall 10 or 12 per cent, which would ren- 
der the reduction of the National Debt altoge- 
ther impracticable, since it was impossible to 
reduce that debt otherwise than by public 
credit. That it was notorious, that before the 
last augmentation of regular forces, the govern- 
ment could not form and march a body of 
3 or 4,000 men, against any sudden attempt, 
either at home, or from abroad, without leav- 
ing the king's person, the royal family, the 
capital of the kingdom, and the fortified places 
exposed ; and therefore the said augmentation 
was become absolutely necessary t,o prevent 
these dangers and iuconveniencies. That the 
number of troops now on foot was not so great 
as to afford any just ground of jealousy, since 
the present forces are much inferior to those 
the crown had formerly. That by the ancient 
and Gothic constitution of the government, 
the king had at his disposal the militia of the 
realm, which chiefly consisted in archers, who 
were kept in constant discipline and exercise, 
the memory of which is still preserved, there 
being almost in every village a place called 
But-lane. That the invention of fire-arms had 
made a great alteration in the ancient constitu- 
tion ; and, instead of archers, the crown rais- 
ed as many regular troops as were thought ne- 
cessary, upon any emergency. That queen 
Elizabeth, who had many enemies both at home 
and abroad, constantly kept a considerable 
body of troops in the Netherlands, without any 
contradiction from her parliaments, and thereby 
maintained herself on the throne, and over- 
came all her enemies. That if king Charles 1 
had steered the same course, he might, to all 
probability, have preserved both his crown and 
his life, since he lost both, only for a want of a 
sufficient force to suppress faction, which was 
the principal source of all the calamities and 
enormities, in which the nation was afterwards 
involved. That upon the Restoration of king 
Charles 2, they who, at that time, had the ma- 
nagement of affairs, did not think it proper to 
keep up a great number of regular troops, and 
therefore chose to restore to the crown its an- 
cient power over the militia of the kingdom ; 
but there was a secret in that. That king 
James 2 had an army of 20,000 men, which 
would have secured to him the crown, had 
he not given a general disgust, by endeavour- 
ing to subvert the constitution in church and 
That in the reign of king William, 
i the Parliament disbanded the army after 
the Peace of Ryswick, they fell upon a pro- 
ject to secure the government, which was to 
discipline the militia ; but that they soon per- 
ceived the unprofitableness of that scheme, 
militia proving a great burden to the people, 
and of no service to the government. That 
the reduction of the array had then a double 
ill effect; for it obliged king William and his 
zninisters into a Treaty of Partition ; and en- 
Voi. VIII. 



couraged France to break that treaty, which 
occasioned a second war, and was the source 
of two thirds of that heavy debt under which 
the nation labours at this day. That the dis- 
banding of the army had almost the same ill 
effect in the reign of the late queen, having en- 
couraged Lewis 14 to furnish the pretender with 
a land force and a fleet to invade these king- 
doms. That if at present they weakened the 
hands of the government, we should be ex- 
posed to the like insults. That if our enemies 
may be credited, in an affair, in which it is their 
interest to speak truth, they seemed confidently 
assured of success, in their design of overturn- 
ing the government, provided they had only an 
assistance of 3 or 4,000 men from abroad : and 
that considering the method now practised in 
embarkations, how strong soever our fleet may 
be, it was impossible to hinder a foreign prince, 
who should have a mind to undertake it, to 
throw such a number of men upon- England. 
That the constant tenor of his majesty's ad* 
ministration, ought to convince every body, that 
by the continuing the number of regular 
forces now on foot, his Majesty and his minis- 
ters have nothing in view but the public 
safety and security, and thereby to give the 
people an opportunity of improving their trade, 
as the only means to retrieve their former losses * 
The Duke of Wharton said, That though he 
was sensible whatever he could offer, would 
have but little weight, nevertheless, as the mat- 
ter under debate was of the last importance, 
and highly concerned the fundamental consti- 
tution, he thought it incumbent upon him, as 
a member of that august assembly, to deliver 
his opinion ; hoping, that any mistake he should 
commit, would be excused upon account of his 
want of experience: That he wondered the 
noble peer who spoke last, should suggest, that 
without the additional troops raised last year, a 
body of 3,000 men could not be drawn toge- 
ther : That he might easily be contradicted, 
since, before the raising of those troops, we 
had seen near the capital of the kingdom, a 



* " Slow in his parts, rough in his manner, 
impatient of contradiction, the humane, gene-^ 
rous, and benevolent lord Townshend, was in- 
elegant in his language, often perplexed in his 
arguments ; but always spoke sensibly and 
with a thorough knowledge of the subject." 
Dr. Maty's Life of Lord Chesterfield. 

u Talk what you will of Taste, my friend, 3 
" Two of a face, as soon as of a mind. 
" Why, of two brothers, rich and restless one 
u Plows, barns, manures, and toils from sun to sun ; 
H The other slights, for women, sports, and wines ; 
<f All Townshend'* turnips, and all Grosvenor's 
u mines." 

Pope's Imitations of Horace, B. 2. Ep. 9. 
u When this great statesman retired from 
business, he amused himself in husbandry ; 
and was particularly fond of that kind of rural 
improvement which arises from turnips; it was 
the favourite subject of his conversation." 

2C 
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*amp of betweert S and 4,000 men, consisting jj 
Only of the king's guards, which was sufficient J 
*o secure the government against any sudden 
attempt: That he thought it no less strange, 
that in an affair oTso great importance, and in 
the supreme council of the realm, any men- 
tion should be made of the opinion of enemies ; 
that by this, he supposed, were meant the ab- 
stracts of some intercepted letters, and anony- 
mous intelligence; that were printed last year ; 
on which he thought no stress ought to be laidj 
but rather be looKed upon as the empty ima- 
ginations of disaffected persons, ' who through 
the natural pr&pensity of all men to believe 
what they wish for, easily deceive themselves, 
and fondly entertain with vain hopes those 
they endeavour to engage in their cause; That 
considering the present great tranquillity at 
home, and the happy situation of affairs abroad, 
there seemed to be no occasion for keening up 
so great a number of forces : That by his Ma- 
jesty's councils, and powerful influence, a gene- 
ral peace was established in Europe, which, jn 
all appearance, would last many years: That 
some accidents which, it was feared, might 
have disturbed it, had had contrary effects : 
That the death of the Regent had made no 
alteration in France, for things did run there in 
the same channel, and the duke of Bourbon, 
who had succeeded the late duke of Orleans in 
the administration of affairs, seemed resolved 
to cultivate the friendship and good intelligence- 
Ins predecessor had established between the 
two crowns : That, in relation to Spain, king 
Philip's abdication would prove advantageous 
to the peace of Europe, because the Italian 
faction, and ministry, which espoused the Pre^ 
tender's cause, were thereby laid aside : And 
as for the emperor, he hoped they had nothing 
to fear from him, unless he would quarrel with 
us, for our kindness and good-nature to him, in 
suffering his establishing an East-India Com- 
pany at Ostend, to the prejudice of our own 
company. Cut nevertheless, he hoped a good 
correspondence would still be maintained be- 
tween the two courts: That thus there was.no- 
thing to" be feared fr6m abroad, and yet much 
' less at home : That the noble lord who spoke 
before him, had run over a great part of our 
English history, and had endeavoured to shew 
the difference between the ancient Gothic 
government, and our modern., constitution : 
That he would not follow Urn close through his 
km£ account of bows, archers, and (ire-arms ; 
but would content himself with taking notice, 
that, according to that noble peer, the power of 
the Militia was anciently, and still remained 
in the crown ; but that it was observable, that 
in some former reigns, regular troops supplied 
the place of the Militia; and in. others, funds; 
were provided to discipline the Militia, . and 
render them useful, in order to supply the 
wants of regular troops: But that at this time* 
when the crown is possessed of as much power 
over the Militia as ever, if so great a numier of 
regular forces -be allowed to l>e kept qp, the 
fundamental constitution will be entirely over- 
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turned^ since thereby an additional strength is 
giVen to the crown, without any equivalent tb 
secure the rights and liberties or the subject : 
That our ancestors having ever judged the Mi- 
litia sufficient to secure the |overrimenf, we 
ought not to deviate from that wise institution 
without evident necessity : That the Militia 
are not so useless, nor so much to' be despised, 
as some would pretend, since they a*id notable 
service during the last rebellion, even in some 
counties the most disaffected to the present set- 
tlement ; and, if care was taken to discipline 
them well, he did not doubt hut they might be 
made more useful: That die expence of raising 
and exercising the Militia might be greater 
than of regular forces, but that as tfhe danger to 
our liberties would be much less from the Mili- 
tia, so would the expence be more easily borne 
by the people : That, in justice to the officers 
of the army, he would ' readily acknowledge, 
that many of them had appeared zealous defen- 
ders of the liberties of their country, and had 
laid the foundation Of our present happiness, 
by refusing to concur in the designs of the late 
king James 2. But that he' had beard wise 
men say, that if that Prince had turned out this 
old officers lie could not trust, and made new 
ones from among the common soldiers* king 
William would not easily have brought about 
His enterprise, at least there would have feeeh 
more bloodshed: That after all, standing 
armies are inconsistent with a free governments 
And that hereafter an ambitious Prince, and ill 
design ing "ministers might make use of them to 
invade our liberties : That the single instance 
of Oliver Cromwell, who came to the House of 
Commons, and turned out with 6J>en force the 
very men from whom be had brs authority, * 
was an example, which they ought ever to have 
before their eyes : That though they bad no- 
thing to fear under his Majesty's auspicious 
reign, or from the illustrious princes of bis royal 
family; yet it cannot be expected that the 
throne shall always be filled by such princes : 
That besides, we are hot so hapby as to Tnrve, 
the King always amongst' us; That at least 
once every two years his Majesty goes over to 
his dominions abroad ; that for his part, he was 
so far from finding fault with it, that he rather 
thought it for our advantage, because he couM 
from thence have a nearer prospect of the af- 
fairs 'of Europe, and watch for our security: 
But that, on the other hand, if it should bap- 
pen, that during his Majesty's absence ibe* ab- 
solute command of the army shall be delegated 
to one single person, our liberties and proper- 
ties might be in great danger, because such an 
authority is equal to that of a stadtbolder in 
Holland : Xhat he was both surprised arid sorry 
to see that a lord, who had so great a share in 
the administration, should, in so sdfeirin arid im- 
portant a debate, fetch arguments 'from Ex- 
cbange-^lley, arid {hereby put our rnost essen- 
tial concerns in courpetitiQn with those of few 
stoci-jobhers : That, Wiling, in fnV opimon, 
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latter were become necessary to preserve that 
happy tranquillity. His lordship shewed the 
great advantages chat flow from the security of 
the government ; the regard of foreign princes 
and states for the crown of Great-Britain; the 
weighrof his Majesty's councils in negotiations 
abroad, which had established a general peace 
in Europe ; die restoration of credit at home, 
which had furnished the means of putting the 
public debts in a method of being gradually 
reduced ; but if that security was removed, it 
would immediately affect public credit, and 
thereby the opportunity would be lost, for eas- 
ing the nation of that immense load of debts 
it labours under : That he did not deny what a 
noble peer bad advanced, that before the last 
additional forces were raised, there had been a " 
camp of 3 or 4,000 men in Hyde- park ; but 
that these were necessary for the king's gurrd, 
and the defence of the city of London, and 
therefore could not be spared to march either 
"against an enemy that should invade us, or to 
suppress any suddtn insurrection at home, 
without exposing his Majesty's person, the 
royal family, and the capital of the kingdom. 
That the present happy situation of affairs in 
Europe seemed, indeed, to promise a lasting 
peace; but that human things are subject to 
so unexpected vicissitudes, that the greatest 
calms are often disturbed on a sudden by vio- 
lent storms. That in case of a rupture, it 
would be an easy matter for an enemy" to 
throw in a body of troops upon us, to raise a 
new rebellion in favour of the Pretender, whose 
friends, it is to be feared, are still but too nu- 
merous, and though quiet at present, by rea- 
son of their late disappointments, yet are ever 
ready to throw off the mask, as soon as they 
shall see themselves supported by a foreign 
prince. That whatever force we may be sup-* 
posed to have at sea, it is hardly possible" to 
prevent a sudden invasion : That though king 
James 2. had a numerous fleet at the mouth of 
the Thames, yet the prince of Orange passed 
by undisturbed, and landed his army at Tor- 
bay: That when, in 1708,,Lewis 14 undertook 
to set the Pretender on the British throne, 
his fleet, notwithstanding all the etforts we 
could make, carried their main design, which 
was to reach Scotland, where they might have 
landed; and all that our fleet could do, was 
only to take a straggling ship : That when Car- 
dinal Alberoni, in 1719, formed the project of 
an invasion upon Great Britain, he landed 
some of his men without opposition in Scot- 
land ; and had it not been for the contrary 
winds that detained his main fleet on the 
coasts of Spain, he would, in all probability 
have landed a much greater force in England : 
That the additional troops were not indeed 
sufficient to oppose any considerable force sent 
against us by a powerful neighbour; but that, 
however, they were sufficient to defeat any 
unavowed attempt, and to make a stand 
against any sudden invasion, and thereby give 
time for reinforcing the army: That as the con- 
tiuuing the 5e additional troops would shew th. 



could more effectually keep up and advance 
public credit, than the confidence his Majesty 
would seem to repose in the affections of the 
people, by disbanding part of the army ; and 
that the same i would have the like good effect 
with foreign princes: Whereas, if the court 
seemed to think so great a number of troops 
necessary in time of peace, it visibly implied a 
distrust of the affections of the people, which 
might increase the disaffection at home, and 
lessen his Majesty's credit and interest abroad. 

The Lord Bat hurst, who spoke next, ob- 
served, That what distinguishes most a good 
prince from a tyrant, is that the latter never 
thinks himself safe, without a great number of 
troops, whereas the first intirely confides in the 
affections of his subjects: That this was the 
course which that wise princess queen Eliza- 
beth steered ; for though she Ipad many ene- 
mies, both at home and abroad, yet she never 
kept standing forces in England, but defeated 
all the attempts against her person and govern- 
ment with her Militia and her fleet: That upon 
kins; Charles the Se^cpnd's restoration, that 
Prince had a very plausible pretence to have 
an army; but his ministers the earls of South- 
ampton and Clarendon, great patriots as well 
as great politicians, considering the calamities 
an army had brought upon the nation under 
Cromwell, wisely judged that standing forces 
are inconsistent with the liberties of England ; 
and that the power of the Militia, with the 
addition of horse and foot-suards, were suffi- 
cient to secure the king's person and govern- 
ment: That, indeed, they had been told by a 
noble lord of the other side, tha* there was a 
secretin it: That, for his own part, he could 
not guess what that secret could be, but he 
wished there might be no secret, at present, in 
the keeping up so great a number of forces: 
That the late Revolution was miraculously 
brought about, considering the great number 
of forces king James 2 /md on foot ; but as 
miracles do not happen every day, neither is it 
prudence to expect them, but rather to en- 
deavour to prevent such dangers, as would in- 
fallibly have come to pass, had not Providence 
visibly interposed: That he had a very good 
opinion of many officers in the army, and had 
an esteem for them, not enly as gallant sol- 
diers, but as good Englishmen that would not 
enslave their country; but yet he would not 
trust his liberty or property in the hands of 
men that might take them away, if they 
pleased; for he knew no great difference be- 
tween a man being a slave, and being in the 
power of them that can make him one: That 
of all men, soldiers are known to be ambitious 
of advancing, and exercising their authority ; 
and that the example of Cromwell's army, who 
turned out the parliament that raised them, 
ought to be a constant warning against regular 
troops. 

Lord Carteret urged, That the public tran- 
quillity proceeded from the security of the go- 
vernment, and as this security was in some 
- to the additional forces, the 
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confidence the nation reposed in bis Majesty, 
and the good opinion the people had of the 
present government, so the disbanding of them 
would have the contrary effect; and therefore 
be was for keeping tbera up. 

The Earl of Strafford said, They were 
obliged to that noble peer for delivering his 
meaning so plainly, that it was impossible to 
mistake it. That according to "him the present 
number of forces were essential to our security, 
and therefore might be said to be essential to 
our constitution. [Hereupon the lord Carteret 
explained himself, and said, That in our pre- 
sent circumstances, he thought the number of 
18,000 men absolutely necessary.] My lord 
Strafford replied, That the being absolutely 
necessary was much the same with being essen- 
tial : That since the forces now on foot were 
-made the cause of our tranquillity ; and it was 
inferred from that position, that they were abso- 
lutely necessary to secure that tranquillity, it is 
plain they are thereby made an essential part 
of our constitution. For as it was owned, 
that we had nothing to fear either at home or 
abroad, he could not foresee that any argument 
iereafter could be urged for reducing the 
jpresent number ; but it was rather to be ap- 
prehended, That plausible pretences might be 
found for increasing them upon the least ap- 
pearance of real or feigned danger. That in 
case of an insurrection, at home, or an invasion 
from abroad, the army might easily be aug- 
/ mented, as was done in 1715, with wonderful 
expedition and success ; and that to the praise 
of a late minister, (the earl of Sunderland) it 
must be owned, that as soon as the occasion, 
for which those additional troops were raised, 
was over, he caused them to be disbanded. 
That in that rebellion the militia , performed 
notable service, even in a county thought , to 
be generally disaffected. That by disbanding 
the additional troops, and thereby easing the 
nation of part pf the heavy burden it labors 
under, the 'King would gain the affections of 
his people, which would be a greater security 
at home, and procure more regard abroad, 
than the inconsiderable reinforcement of 4000 
men, the continuing of which would be a 
jshrewd indication of the unsettledness of the 
government, and shew a jealousy of (he peo- 
ple. 

The Duke of Argyle replied, That this de- 
bate having taken up much time, be would con- 
tract within a narrow compass what he had to 
day. Thar the chief argument to support the 
motion for disbanding the additional troops, 
was, the danger of a standing army to a free 
government. That he did allow there was 
indeed some danger, hut ndt so great as to 
overbalance the good, which this small number 
of troops may do, in the present situation of 
affairs. .That there is a vast difference be- 
tween an army established in perpetuity, and 
" a temporary army. That if the present num- 
ber of standing troops were voted to be perpe- 
tual, there might, indeed, be great danger to 
eur happy confutation;' bat as they art only 



continued from year to year by parliament, 
there is little or nothing to be apprehended). 
That it is not many years since we have seen 
an English army refuse to concur in the oyer* 
throw of the fundamental laws of' their coun- 
try ; and it is to be hoped they never will. That, 
however, it requires some time to model an 
army, and to gain the officers: and if in that 
interval, it shduld be perceived that sinister 
designs were carrying on against liberty and 
property, by means of the army, the Parlia- 
ment may, in such a case, apply a speedy 
remedy, by reducing it; and then he would 
be the, first man that should give his vote for 
it. Tbat the expence of maintaining the addi- 
tional forces, was inconsiderable, and much 
less than the charge would be, in case of neces- 
sity, of sending for troops from Holland or 
Ireland. That foreign auxiliaries are always, 
not only more expensive but more dangerous, 
or grievous to the people, because they cannot 
be kept in so strict discipline, as in their own 
country. That the disbanding so great a num- 
ber of troops after the peace of Utrecht, and 
hot having a sufficient force to secure the go- 
vernment, upon his Majesty's happy accession, 
had been the principal cause of the rebellion 
in the year 1715, the friends of the Pretender 
having been thereby encouraged to shew them- 
selves. That if he saw the nation unanimous 
in opinion, That our laws, liberties, properties, 
and holy religion entirely depend on the pre- 
sent happy setfcnent, and on the Protestant 
succession in nnV Majesty's royal family, he 
would readily give his vote for reducing the 
army : but he was afraid some people so 
strenuously insisted on the disbanding of the 
additional troops, with no other design than 
to weaken the government, and thereby have 
an opportunity of involving their native coun- 
try in new troubles ; and therefore those noble 
lords who had spoke for the reduction, would 
do well/when they went down into their seve- 
ral countries to assure the people, with whom 
no doubt their reasons would not fail having 
great weight, tbat their liberties and properties 
were entirely safe under his ^Majesty's auspi- 
cious government, V 

The Earl of Straffqrd % who thought himself 
glanced at, declared, That be utterly detested 
the very thoughts of a civil war ; which, let it 
end which way it will, is always fatal to the 
country in general, and to all private persons. 

Protest against the Mutiny Bill.} Then the 
Bill was read the third time, and the. question 
being put, That the same do pass, it was re- 
solved in the Affirmative by 7t against 32. 

" Dissentient 9 
1. " Because the keeping^ on foot a greater 
army in time of peace, though by consent of 
Parliament, than is absolutely necessary for 
the security of his Majesty's person and govern* 
|meut, is, we conceive, very dangerous to our 
nappy constitution ; and we cannot but appre- 
hend! the number of men allowed bj this WXk 
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" My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 
; * I have received his Majesty's command*, 
from the throne, to declare to you, in bis Ma- 
jesty's name and words, the reasons of his 
Majesty's coming this day to parliament, as 
follows : 

4t My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 
" The unanimity, cheerfulness, and dispatch, 
with which you have now finished every thing 
I. recommended to you at the opening this ses- 
sion, are fresh instances of your affection to my 
person and government ; and cannot mil of 
contributing, with the blessing of God on our 
endeavours, towards the establishment of that 
happy tranquillity we now enjoy both at home 
and abroad. ^ 

" Your continuing the like national tbrce bf 
sea and land, this year, as was judged necessary 
by Parliament for the service of the last, gives 
me great satisfaction : you have thereby wisely 
provided against the mischiefs from any sudden 
shocks to public credit ; you have provided 
for the safety of the kingdom ; and have 
enabled this nation to hold, among' the 
powers of Europe, the rank and figure due 
to her honor and dignity. Nothing could have 
been more acceptable to me, than your having 
been able to male that provision without lay* 
ingany new or additional burthens on my peo- 
ple. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
" I return you my thanks for the care ami 
pains you have taken, towards the augmenting 
the Sinking Fund, and improving the Public 



to be much greater than Is necessary for that 
end. 

9. " Because the conspiracy mentioned in- 
bis Majesty's Speech at the opening of the last 
session of Parliament, which was the occasion 
of an addition of about 4000 men, is now at an 
end ; and therefore the cause of raising that 
additional number being perfectly ' removed, 
there does not appear to us the least colour of 
reason for continuing of that number. 

3. " Because, as . we conceive, the continuing 
so great a number of men this year, will be a 
precedent of too great weight for continuing 
the same number of troops in perpetuity ; for we 
cannot, with any possibility, foresee or expect 
that, in any future time, there will be less rea- 
son to be given, than at present, for justifying 
the necessity of keeping up so great an army ; 
there being at this time, in our opinion, as little 
danger to our present happy establishment, to 
be feared either from insurrections at home, or 
by any disturbance or invasion from abroad, 
as, the nature and instability of human affairs 
will Welt allow of : and we cannot think the 
fears of remote or imaginary dangers a sufficient 
argument for so great a present mischief as 
such an army must bring upon the kingdom, 
not only from the great charge and expence of 
maintaining them, when we are involved in so 
great a debt, but also from the jealousies which 
may from thence arise in the minds of many of 
his M aj esty *s good su bj ects of their liberties there- 
by being endangered ; and we cannot but be 
apprehensive, that if so numerous an army he 
agreed to in Parliament for some time longer, 
no argument can hereafter be urged for reduc- 
ing the number in any future reign, but what 
will seem to carry with it too great a distrust 
of the prince then in possession of the throne ; 
and will be thought to imply, that the same 
trust and confidence is not to be reposed in him 
as in nis predecessors; and this may discourage 
some persons hereafter from giving their advice 
to the crown, Upon this most important subject, 
with that perfect freedom which ought ever to 
.maintain and exert itself in the debates and 

resolutions of this great council. ( Signed ) 

W. Ebo^, Strafford, Trevor, Foley, 
Compton, BathurSt, Wharton, Weston, 
Aylesford, Bristol, Bingley, Scared ale, 
Fran. Cestriens', Guildford, Litchfield, 
North and Grey, Boyle, Gower, Mount- 
joy,' Uxbridge.* 

The King's Speech at the Close of the Session.} 
April 24. , The King came to the House of 
Peers, and being in his royal robes seated on 
the throne, with the usual solemnity, sir Wil- 
liam Sanderson, gentleman usher of the Black 
Rod, was sent with a Message from his Majesty 
to the House of Commons, commanding their 
attendance in the House of Peers. The Com- 

• tnons being come thither accordingly, his Ma- 
jesty was pleased to give the royal assent to 

• several public and private Bills. After which 
ihe Lord Chancellor said, 



Revenues, by putting them under a stricter 
management : I make no doubt but that the 
happy beginning you have made will be at- 
tended with such immediate good conse- 
quences, as will encourage you to pursue the 
way you have now opened, for a gradual re- 
duction of the Debt ; and for potting the trade 
and navigation of Great Britain on such afoot, 
as may not only in some measure discourage 
the unjustifiable encroachments they labour 
under from some of our neighbours, but at the 
same time extend her exportation beyond 
what has been known in former ages. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" As the early recess which yoor diligent* 
and unanimity has procured you, affords yon 
the opportunity of a longer retirement into the 
country than the business of former sessions has 
usually allowed of ; - 1 assurejnyself, that you 
will carry with you thither the same zeal for 
"the public good, with which you have been 
animated in parliament ; and that you will 
make it your business to discountenance any 
remains there may be yet left* of sedition or 
disaffection ; and to promote that perfect har- 
mony and confidence between me and my peo- 
ple, which I most earnestly desire, and on which 
our mutual happiness entirely depends." \ 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by bis Majesty's 
command, said : > i 

"My Lords and Gentlemen, ft is mY Ma- 
jesty's royal will and pleasure, that this present 
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parliament be prorogued to Thursday ihe 4th 
day of June next* to be then here' held J A»d 
Uus parliament is v accordingly prorogued to 
Thursday the 4th day of June next." * 



THIRD SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King y s Speech on Opening the Session."} 
November 12. The King came to the House of 
Peers, and the Commons^ attending, the Lord 
* — i — i 

* "The unexampled unanimity and dispatch 
of business which distinguished this session, 
was almost solely owing to the good^ manage- 
ment of Walpole, and to his influence in the 
House of Commons^ which Saint John Brod- 
rick, in a letter to lord Middieton, calls ' pro- 
€ cligious.' Hence his preponderance increased 
in the cabinet ; and the. King was induced to 
take a decided resolution in his favour. As a 
prelude to the removal of Carteret, Horace 
Walpole was named embassador to Paris. Yet 
such was ^he credit of Carteret, that this nomi- 
nation was not finally effected without great 
difficulty. (lis address still supplied proofs of 
his influence, when it had almost totally de- 
clined ; and Horace Walpole, in his private 
letters to his brother and Town sh end, made no 
Jess heavy complaints of his situation at Paris, 
than Schaub did of his disgusts to Carteret. 
Jne dispatches, though written to him and 
Schaub jointly, were, by private intimations to 
the messenger, carried nrst to Schaub, and 
communicated by him to the French ministers, 
before Horace Walpole was informed of their 
contents ; the dispatches for Spain, anrl the 
plenipotentiaries, at the congress of Cambray, 
srere enclosed to him, perused by him, and 
forwarded by him. Of this measure, Horace 
Walpole bitterly complied to his brother, 
declared bis resolution not to act any longer 
jointly with Schaub, insisted that one of them 
must he recalled ; and justly observed, that 
the removal or continuance of Schaub, must 
prove to the world either the full establishment 
n'r decline of their credit with the King. Wal- 
pole aod Towjishead now found it necessary to 
exert all their influence, and to employ the ut- 
most address. Tbey commissioned Horace 
Walpole to write an ostensible letter to lord 
TownshentJ, in which he should draw the cha- 
racter of sir Luke Schaub, state the impro- 
priety of his conduct, and the disadvantage 
fvhich was derived to the King's affairs, by 
maintaining two ministers at Paris with divided 
authority, and insist on his own resignation, 
j»tber than continue in a situation in which he 
*vas perpetually thwarted and opposed. 

" This letter was shewn to the King, and 
had tfs due effect. He directed that Schaub 
should be immediately recalled, and Towns- 
bend himself conveyed the orders to Carteret. 
But on the evening of the day in which the 
«QNnqww*&A was made, Carteret prevailed 



s* h m^Tbc tfag's Speech [306 

Chancellor rejad^his Majesty's Speech to both 
Houses as follows : 

" My Lords and Qentleroen ; 
" I am persuaded, you share with me in the 
satisfaction I feel at the prosperous situation of 
affairs : peace with all powers abroad ; at hqme, 
perfect tranquillity, plenty, and an uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of all civil and religious 
rights, are mo3t distinguishing marks of the fa- 
vour and protection of the Divine Providence. 
And these, with all their -happy consequences, 
will, I doubt not, by the bje*siug of God upon 

on the King to suspend the orders for a preci- 
pitate recal of Schaub, and was permuted to 
send him word that the King'deejned his pre- 
sence in England necessary for his service, and 
that he might return to Paris' for the solemni- 
zation of the marriage between the count de 
St. Florentiu, and the young countess of Platen. 

" In obtaining this point, Carteret had ano- 
ther object in view, besides softening the dis- 
grace of Schaub, and mortifying his rival ; it 
was to send him, back to Paris, with a commis- 
sion which would have rendered his presence 
more necessary, and Anally occasioned the re- 
moval of Horace Walpole. This scheme was 
no less than to propose a treaty of marriage 
between the young king of France and the 
princess Anne, the eldest daughter of the prince 
of Wales. It was concerted between Carteret 
and the countess of Darlington at London, sir 
Luke Schaub, Madame de la Vrilliere and Ma- 
dame de Prie at Paris, and the countess qf 
Platen at Hanover. Sir Luke Schaub had the 
indiscretion to make the proposal to the King, 
in his audience, but it was received with such 
marks of dissatisfaction, as gave Townshend 
and Walpole an opportunity to remonstrate 
against his presumption, and represent to the 
King the great disadvantage which would re- 
sult to his affairs in France, if .so indiscreet a 
person should be sent back as his minister. 
Schaub was therefore only permitted to return 
for the purpose of assisting at the count de St. 
Florentines marriage. The King gave a por- 
tion of 10,000/. tathe bride, but no dukedom 
was conferred on 'the family of La Vrilliere. 
Schaub was then recalled from Paris, and Ho- 
race Walpole received his credentials of em- 
bassador from the duke of Newcastle, ap- 
pointed secretary of state in the place of Car- 
teret, who was constituted lord lieutenant of 
Ireland. The duke of Grafton was made lord 
chamberlain ; Henry Pelham, brother pf the 
duke of Newcastle, and the confidential friend 
of Walpole, was nominated secretary at war ; 
and many of Walpoie's friends were 'placed in 
the subordinate posts of government. 

" Thus terminated the contest between Car- 
teret and the brother ministers; and though 
the victory was not as complete as they ex- 
pected, because they could not obtajn Ae re- 
moval of Cadogan, Roxburgh, and Midteton, 
yet it gave weight to their, administration, and 
considerably duninwied the strength of the op-l 
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our joint endeavours, b& long contfmjeoyto my 
people. 

f* The same provision by sea and land, for 
the defence and safety of the nation, wiH con- 
posing party in the cabinet. Carteret sup- 
ported his defeat with great dignity and firm- 
ness of mind. He declared, that having no 
obligations to lord Townshend for his advance- 
ment to the post of secretary of state, he was 
resolved never to have snbmitted to him m that 
capacity. He did not nflect to conceal his dis- 
satisfaction at the ill usage he had received, 
and particularly complained that Horace Wal- 
pole had been sent to interlope in his province. 
While ^e avowed that he was defeated, he de- 
clared himself happier and easier in the situa- 
tion of lord lieutenant, than that of secretary 
of state, exposed to continual mortifications; 
and professed his resolution fo continue on 
good terms with the ministers, and to pro- 
mote the measures of government. Yet his 
temper was so sanguine and bis spirit so little 
depressed, that he persevered in asserting, that 
bis favour with the king was greater than ever, 
that his enemies had gained no real strength 
by the late alterations, and, in expedition of a 
favourable change, delayed, under various pre- 
tences, his departure for Ireland, until the 
month of October} when the necessary atten- 
dance on the duties of his vice-royalty ■ annihi- 
lated his' hopes. Townshend and Warpble 
were now in such high favour, that they pre- 
vailed over the king's inclinations, and over- 
came bis jealonsy of the prince of Wales, 
which, notwithstanding the apparent reconci- 
liation, continued still unabated, and shewed 
itself in repeated refusals to confer any partf- 
-cular mark of favor r on those who were per- 
sonally attached to his son. With a view to 
gratify the prince, and to secure the earl of 
Scarborough, who was his master of the horse, 
*and, next to *ir Spencer Compton, his greatest 
favourite, the brother ministers had promised 
him the garter ; and as it was the custom of 
the king always 'to retain one vacant ribband, 
they wrtited until there were fwo undisposed of, 
•when Townshend requested one of them for 
Scarborough. The king said, he could not 
comply with bis request, because it was already 
conferred; and When Townshend asfced, with 
some degree of surprise, wbd was the person ? 
the king answered, i \ intend it for your lord - 

* ship.' Townshend, after expressing a deep 
sense of bis gratitude, begged leave to decline 

'it. The king still insisted, and Townshend still 
declined. 'Lord Scarborough,' he replied, 'is 
now at the door of the closet, expecting 
-f every moment to be called in to thank your 
/ Majesty for the honour; he will naturally 
'* suppose that I have deceived him, and that 

* after having left him* with a promise to inter- 

* cede in his favour, I have asked it for my- 
' * self; wbicb will ruin my character as a ; man 

* of honour and veracity/ 'Weil then/ re- 
turned the king, 1 for once I wHl break throbgb 

'* my usual rule, and will confer t>oth the v* 



tinue to make us respected abroad, and conse- 
quently secure at home. The same attention 
tt> the improvement of the public Revenues,' 
and to the ease and encouragement of trade 



* cant garters? one shall be your's, and the 
other shall be given to . lord Scarborough, 

' whom you may now introduce.' Scarborough * 
had accordingly the first, and botb were in- 
stalled at the same time. 

" The king gave the strongest proof of the full 
confidence which he plaeed in Townshend and 
Walpole, by tfubmitting to defer his journey to 
Hanover, even after he had fixed the time of 
his departure. This change of resolution was 
effected by the representations of lord Towns- 
hend, who addressed the following Letter to his 
Majesty : 

' Sire; 

* Being induced to think, from some words 

* which fell from your Majesty, when I had 
'* the honour to lay before you a draught of the 
« speech, that your Majesty may have it in 

* your thoughts to spend the summer at Han- 

* *>ver 5 I most humbly beg leave, in discharge 
€ of the duty Lovre to your Majesty, to lay be- 
1 fore you, with the greatest deference and su¥- 

* mission, some short and impartial observa- 
' tions on the present State of yt/^r Majesty 's 
' affairs, hi the doing which, if it should be my 
' misfortune to suggest any thing in the least 
' contrary to your Majesty's inclinations, I 
' hope, from the experience I have long had of 
' your indulgence towards me, tbat you will 
( not impute ft to the want of a due concern 
' for every thing th*t may promote ypur Ma- 
1 jesty's satisfaction (which no one living can 
' wish more passionately than I do) but will be- 

* fieve it to proceed from a sincere fcenl for 
*yoor service, and the future ease and honour. 
1 of your government ; and I beg leave to. as^- 

* sure your Majesty, that after I have hontblV 
*kid'bemre you my thoughts upon this snb- 

* ject, I shall heartily endeavour to facilitate 
1 whatever resolutions your Majesty sbaH finally 
'« take. 

1 The great spirit and majority witn vwbich 
' the bills for punishing the conspirators, were 

* carried tbrough botb houses in the first session 
« of this parliament, the quietness and urta- 

< nimity with which the public service has been 
' dispatched in this, the several good laws that 
4 have been passed for the ease and advantage 

* of commerce, and in favour of the ptfblic re^- 
' venue, the universal and uninterrupted State 
' of tranquillity abroad, and flourishing cbn- 
'dition of trade and public credit at notne, 

* have aH concnrred to restore a far more ge- 
' neralcafm and security throughout the nation, 
' than has been known at any time since your 
'Majesty's happy. accession totbe throne. A 

< very great change has been wrought in favour 

* erf yonr Majesty, in the city of London, whose 
''influence and example is of so great conse- 

* queticefo the whole nation, as has appeared 
' in two successive elections, m opposition', & 
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and navigation, witt establish Credit upon the 
strongest basis, and raise such a spirit of indus- 
try, as will not only enable us gradually to dis- 
charge the National Debt; but wiU likewise 

•<tbe utmost efforts and most indirect practices 
4 of the united party of Jacobites. The uni- 
« versities have -behaved themselves at least 
4 inoffensively ; and some steps have been 
' taken by your Majesty to make it no less 

* their interest than duty to cherish and propa- 
gate principles of loyalty and affection to 

* your person and government. So that upon 
4 the whole, no doubt can be made, but that if 
4 these happy beginnings are thoroughly pur- 
4 sued, and the present good disposition of the 

* nation improved and strengthened by proper 
'methods and measures which may be still 
4 taken, they will grow so settled and con- 
4 firmed, as to make your Majesty's reign for 
> the future no less easy than glorious and suc- 
4 cessful. 

' But however promising these appearances 

* are, yet your Majesty must be sensible that 

* the Jacobite party is still very strong, and their 
' views only suspended in expectation of a fa- 

* vourabie opportunity. Of this, your Majesty 

* has the strongest proofs, and surest intelh- 

* gene*. Those of the foreign ministers who 

* are best acquainted with this country, and 

* who, ■pour account of their religion, may be 

* supposed to be so far admitted into the general 

* designs and consultations of the disaffected, 

* af to be no incompetent judges of the heart 
' and spirit that party is in, do, in their most 

* secret and undisguised relations to their re- 
4 spective courts, where they may be supposed 
' to open their minds with the greatest freedom 

* and sincerity, constantly represent the present 

* tranquillity of this nation,, as owing more to 

* the despair of giving jrour Majesty any distur- 
« bance from abroad, than to any real change 

* or submission wrought in the minds of the 

* Pretender's adherents; insinuating;, that if she 

* engagements which at present withhold 

* France and Spain from espousing his cause, 

* were once dissolved, and a bare, connivance in 

* his favour from either of those quarters, the 
4 spirit of disaffection would soon rally, and 

* toe sparks of resentment, which now lie 
« Smothered,. would break out into as fierce a 
4 flame as ever. However vain their reasonings 
4 may be, as to the success that would attend 

* any such practices j yet this much is undenia- 
4 We, that these notions lessen the weight and 
4 influence your Majesty ought to have abroad 
4 as to the affairs of Europe in general. And it 

* is equally certain, that nothing will so soon 
4 give credit to these opinions and insinuations, 
4 as the seeing any handle given to the enemies 
4 of your Majesty's government, for propagating 
4 discontents at home, and for alienating the 
4 affections of your Majesty's subjects. 

4 Among all the topics for sowing sedition, 
4 there is none which the Jacobites have ma- 
4 nagedwith greater industry and success, than 
f. your Majesty's inclinations frequently to visit 



greatly increase the wealth, power, aariVim 

fluence of this kingdom. . :-v[ 

" Gentlemen of the House of Ctmmto^ 
44 t have ordered the proper officers to pre* 



' your German dominions. But whatever artf- 
' fice they have employed to this end* yet the 
' necessity of your Majesty's inspecting from 
' time to time, the state of your affairs in those 
' parts, and the prudence and caution your 
' Majesty has used as to the times and seasons 
' of undertaking this journey, have in & great 

* measure disappointed their endeavours to 
' misrepresent this step : but when they, may 
' with some appearance at least insinuate, that 
' this journey will become annual, the wisest 
' man cannot foretell what mischiefs suck aa 
1 opinion, should it gain credit, may produce. 

* Should your Majesty, therefore, after, soiosg 
' a stay as your affairs required you to make.at 
' Hanover last year, think it proper and advjser 
' able immediately after die ending of this short 
' session, again to visit yoUr foreign dominions, 
4 you would, thereby give an opportunity to the 
' disaffected to insinuate, that the same inclina* 
' tions which call your Majesty abroad this 
' summer, being likely always to subsist, wity 
' always produce the same effect, and Britain 
' thereby be reduced to the same state with 
' Ireland (where the ford lieutenant never *p* 
' pears, but when the Parliament is catted to 
4 give money) and never enjoy the blessto&oi 
' your Majesty's presence any longer tbast 

* while this service lasts. 

' Having laid before your Majesty, the in- 
' conveniences and dangers which in my opi- 

* nion will arise from your going abroad £fcjs 
'year; I most humbly beg leave to mention 
' some of the many advantages that "will in aB 
1 probability be the consequences of your Ma- 
' jesty's continuance here this summer. „ , la 
' the first place, the well affected party . in. ge- 
' neral, being supported by your Majesty's pre* 
' sence, and encouraged by being under your 
4 immediate influence, will he enabled to make 
' the best advantage of the present good temper 
4 the nation is in. Your Majesty s frjem&ia 
4 the city will not only carry every thing during 
\ the summer, but by the help and assistance 
' of your servants, will be prepared to lay be* 
4 fore the Parliament, such bills as may for the 
' future secure the government of that impor- 
' tan t place, entirely in the hands of those who 
4 are zealous in your Majesty's interest. 

4 The next points of consequence to the 
4 peace, ease, and security of your Majesty's 

* government, are the clergy and the two _uni- 

* versities, and if a right use is made of tforir 
' present disposition, I am persuaded, it vviH 
1 not be difficult to find but some farther ess> 
' couragements, that will make the majority. -of 
4 those great bodies firm friends to your 
' Majesty ; and as your Majesty knowa^ rise* 
' I have always had the gaining them over 
' to your Majesty very much at heart, ao 
4 I have lately had frequent conversation 
<pn this bead with the bishop of £04100* 
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pare and lay before you Estimates of the ex- 
pences for the service of the ensuing year ; 
am), a* they <do not exceed what has been 
found by experience to be absolutely •necessary 
lor- the- security of the kingdom, I make no 
question but I shall have your ready concur- 
rence in^ raising the Supplies, in such manner 
as sbali.be most easy ta my people. 

" 'Inhere is one thing that I cannot but men- 
tion to yon, as deservmgvyour particular consi- 
deration : it 1 is too manifest, that the Funds 
established for the fimsbing the works at Green- 
wich Hospital, and providing lor a Competent 
number of seamen there, cannot, in time of 
peace, be sufficient to answer the ettpences of 
this great> and necessary work. It is therefore 
very much to be wished, that some method 
cooid be found out, to make a further provision 
far a comfortable support to our seamen, worn 
out in the service of their country, and labour- 
ing under old age and infirmities. 

*'* My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
- M You must all be sensible how much our 
present happiness is owing to your union and 
ateady conduct : It is therefore wholly unneces- 
sary to recommend to you unanimity and dis- 
patch in all your deliberations. Th£ zeal and 
ethilittes you have on all occasions shewn, in 
enpporting the interest of your country, even 
under the greatest difficulties, leave me no room 
to noobt of my having your entire and effectual 
concurrence in every thing that can tend to 
the service of the public, and to the good of my 
people." 

The Lerd? Address of Thanks.] Nov. 13. 
The Lords presented the following Address-: - 



* (Gibson)- who is, with me, fuUy persuaded it 

* would bevery practicable to ireduce them to i 

* a better sense of their duty ; and we have al- 

* ready made a rough draught of somethings 
'proper to be done aw this end. The last and 

* moat 'important consideration, is the preserv- 
<ing chat teal and affection toward your; 
' Majesty, which has hitherto appeared so 
f eminently in this parliament, and taking 
♦hold of die present situation of your af- 

* fairs, for concerting, during the recess, such 
■* measures as may, with their concurrence, at 

* their next tneetiog, secure your Majesty and 
< the nation, from thole frequent convulsions, 
<* which have at all times been felt by your 
' royal predecessors, ever since the revolu- 

* tion, 

* 1 must, before I conclude, beg leave to make 

* one farther observation of your Majesty, that 

* should you be pleased to defer going abroad 

* this summer, your Majesty may, by calling 
*»tbe parliament in October nest, have the ses- 

* eipn finished in February, and without the 

* least inconvenience to your affairs, set out 
"•ifrora 'heftce in the beginning of March next, 
*and *stay at Hanover, if you think fit, till 

* January £sHowins. So that take" two years 

* toae&er, you will at once page almost as 

Voi. VIII. 



f* Most Gracious Sovereign; • - 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and {loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return 
your Majesty our most humble and hearty 
thanks, tor your Majesty's most gracious 
speech from the throne. Peace with all 
powers abroad, perfect tranquillity and plenty 
at home, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of 
all our rights *and liberties, are such inestima- 
ble blessings to us, as leave us no room to wish 
for any thing more to complete our hap " 
but for your Majesty's long life and 
reign over a most faithful anc[ obedient peo^ 
We think ourselves in duty bound to acknow? 
ledge this prosperous situation- of affairs,' to be 
wholly owing to the blessing of God -on the 
wise measures your Majesty has pursued, for 
the true interest of this kingdom. . 

" )Tour Majesty's tender and coj&pa&sienate 
concern and care for the seamen, who have, 
by their bravery, eminently distinguished tbeu*» 
selves in the service of their country, in all 
parts of the world, pan not but encourage all 
your subjects to ibe std^testperfornj^pceef 
their duty ; and . we moetiwun^y be^ecjb. your 
Majesty to beJiern, that w^U MjtM Un*es 
exert ourselves, with the *ame ntal wVkb Ana - 
hitherto animated us in yotH* ^^je♦t/s,s•fT♦ee* 
for the defence -and eafey *f the nntjen t ^alla 
and that our chearfuj concurrence shall never 
be wanting, whenever it lies in e#r power, to 
advance Che <trne interest of ike nublic, nntt 
promote your Majesty V glory f 



The King's Answer.] 
ras as follows : 



The Kingfe 



1 many months there as yon could do, if yen 
' went this summer and the next ; with this 

* only difference, that the one may occasion and 

' bring inextricable difficulties upon your affairs . 
' here, and the other will not give rise even to 
' the least murmur. 

« I presume to send your Majesty my thoughts 
< upon this matter hi writing, that what I have 
' to lay before your Majesty may be done with 
'greater exactness and privacy. I once more 

* beg your Majesty will believe, that what ir 
i here said upon a subject, which I fear will be 
' disagreeable to you, flows from a heart fbU of 
' duty and veneration for your, sacred person, 
f and from no other motives, but those e£ 

* honour and conscience ; and that after I have . 

* laid my thoughts with the greatest deference 
« before yoar Majesty, I shall not omV obey, 

* but cheerfully execute whatever your Majesty 
' shall think fit to determine; being wkh the 
' warmest zeal and most unakerable -attach* 
« ment, Sire, your Majesty's most dutiml »nV 
'ject, and most devoted servant/ : -vv *t 

" This firm but respectful represensation^iad 
its rfae effect; the king did uot remove from 
England, and his presence was highly instru- 
mental inmaintaioing thedomestktrano^ii]Jity. v 
Coxe'-s Wajpoie, ' • ./.«>.•: .^"\ 

2D 
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*\ My Lords.; 
" I thank you for this very loyal and dutiful 
Address. You may depend upon my steady 
pursuit of such measures only, as, by the bless- 
ing of God Upon my endeavours, will most 
effectually secure tbe true interest of all my 
people : and that I shall at all times esteem 
the increase of their happiness as the greatest 
glory of my reign." 

The Common? Address of Thanks.'] Nov. 
14. The Commons presented their Address 
of Thanks to his Majesty, which was as fol- 
lows: 

• " Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

" Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, return your Majesty 
the Thanks of this House for your Majesty's 
most gracious Speech from the throne; and 
as your Majesty's fatherly tenderness for your 
people and the unspeakable comforts of an 
easy government, demand the stncerest tribute 
of duty; your Majesty's faithful Commons do 
now offer to your Majesty the most unfeigned 
assurances of gratitude and loyalty, with that 
becoming zeal and affection that is particularly 
requisite at this time. 

" We beg leave to congratulate with your 
Majesty on the prosperous situation of affairs 
at home and abroad ; a subject not only of 
content, but of joy : and we should be want- 
ing to ourselves, and insensible of our own 
prosperity, if we did not feel the' same satisfac- 
. tion in reaping the fruits of your Majesty's 
great wisdom, that your Majesty hath in Em- 
ploying it to direct and guide us tp our own 
happiness* 

" Peace with all powers abroad, plenty and 
tranquillity at home, with a full and quiet en- 
joyment of everything that is dear and valua- 
able to us, are peculiar marks of your -Majes- 
ty's government ; which that they may be for 
ever remembered, this House will use their ut- 
most endeavours, by the divine assistance, to 
transmit the happy consequences of these 
blessings to the latest posterity, as monuments 
to futurity of. the glories of your Majesty's 
feign. 

- " To support tbe interest and credit of our 
country, is to pay the most acceptable obe- 
dience to your Majesty, and therefore this 
House will proceed with all chearfulness and 
dispatch in raising such supplies as shall be 
necessary for the honour and safety of the na- 
tion: We will labour to discharge gradually 

, cite national debt, by the improvement of the 
public revenues : to increase our wealth, by 
the advancement of our trade ; and to esta- 
blish our strength, by the encouragement of 
our navigation; and are. ready heartily to 
assist your Majesty in every timtg that shall 
tend to the security and grandeur of your 
Majesty and your kingdoms/' 

The King's Answer.] To this Address bis 
1 Majesty returned toe following Answer ; 



/'Gentlemen; \- a- ^ 

".I return you my hearty thanks for. year 
loyal Address; I never madev any- ekmbt+As* 
that whenever tbe honour and interest of the 
kingdom called upon you, I should meet wish 
the same return of duty and fidelity, and the 
same affection and Yea I for ray service, as -I 
have hitherto experienced on aU occasions," t . 

Debate in the Commons on the Number af tkt 
Land Forces] Nov. 2d. In a Committee of 
the whole House, the Commons . considered 
farther of the Supply. The several Estimates 
of the charge of Guards, Garrisons, and Land 
Forces ; of the Forces in the Plantations, Mi- 
norca, and Gibraltar; of tbe Out- Pensioners of 
Chelsea-hospital, for tbe year 1725, and of ex- 
traordinary expences not provided for by Par- 
liament, having been referred to the Cosoinittee, 

Mr. Henry Pelham (Secretary aft War,) 
opened the debate on those several .heads, 
shewed the necessity of keeping, up the same 
number of guards, garrisons, and land-forces, and 
moved for making the same provision for them 
for the year 1725, as was made for this year k Miv 
Pelham's motion was supported by Mr.Treby^sir 
Edmund Bacon, general Wade, and Mr. Yonge; 
but was opposed by Mr. Plummer, Mr. Free- 
man, sir William Barker, lord Morpeth, sir Jo- 
seph Jekyll, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. SneM^Me* 
Hungerford, and Mr. Shippen, which occasion- 
ed a warm debate, that lasted till four she 
afternoon. Those who opposed M& Petti***'* 
motion, were not all of the same opinion, asito 
tbe number of troops, some being for reducing 
the 'army to 7 or 8,000 men, as was done after 
tbe conclusion of the treaties of Kyswiok<and 
Utrecht, and others insisting only on the dis* 
banding of tbe 4,000 men raised uppn occasion 
of the late Conspiracy. 

Mr. Snell, member for Gloucester, to shew 
the danger of a Standing Army in a free coun- 
try, brought two instances ; the one of an in- 
sult given by dragoons encamped in the west, 
to some countrymen that were merry-making; 
tbe other, of an officer quartered at Gloucester, 
who, upon a rejoicing day, would not permit 
the city drums to bent, pretending that none 
but the King's drums had a right to beat in the 
garrison. To the first of these complaints 

Mr. Treby answered, That by several Affida- 
vits taken before the magistrates in tbe neigh- 
bourhood, it appeared that a rude mob of dis- 
contented people had given the first insult and 
provocation to the King's troops, by catting 
them ' Roundheads/ andother abusive names, 
and singing or playing the tune of * The King 
' shall enjoy his own again/ &o. To the other, 
it was sai<|, That the officer, who was guilty of 
that piece of indiscretion, was so far from being 
countenanced, that on the contrary, upon tbe 
first notice given of it to tbe Secretary of War, 
lie was ordered to be dismissed from his Ma- 
jesty's service; which punishment he. would 
have undergone, had not the magistrates of 
Gloucester been satisfied with his submission, 
and interceded for him, 
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r Mr. Hungerford endeavoured to shew the 
danger of regular troops to a free nation, and v 
what little occasion there was for them at this 
nappy juncture, and concluded, He could not 
imagine, what use an army could be put to, un- 
less it were to extinguish the flame that had 
been kindled iu Ireland by the new Brass Half- 
pence, [meaning tlie base halfpence coined by 
Mr. Wood, for the use of Ireland,] and to force 
that people to swallow them.— But the most 
materia) objections were urged by 

Mr. SAippen, who upon this occasion spoke 
as follows : ; 

< Mr* Speaker; 

I hswe spoke so often against maintaining 
an extraordinary number of Land Forces in 
time of peace, that I should now choose to be 
eilent, if I had not the first day of the session 
entered my claim, to dispute the continuance of 
lb& 4^000 augmentation troops, and if I did not 
think it my duty to oppose every proposition, 
which seems to earry the least appearance of 
danger to our constitution. 

4 ask pardon, especially of the honourable 
gentletaan who moved it, if I take the present 
question to be of this nature. Nor can I be 
persuaded, that the frequent imposition of un- 
necessary taxes, or the repetition of any griev- 
ance, ought to beget an insensibility, or a 
siayish acquiescence in it. On the contrary, I 
think it ought to awaken aad double our atten- 
tion, lest it should in time plead a prescriptive 
right, and gradually grow into an establishment. 

■If I may be permitted to consider the King's 
Speech, as the composition of his ministers, 
wbichvthough I know by experience, to be a 
more dangerous,* is yet a more parliamentary 
way, than to consider it as an edict feoxn the 
throne, I will observe, that it does. noi^ask: the 
opinion and advice of the Gommon>, rjowtfar 
ubey will use their great, essential aml^Undis- 
puted right of raising money ; but it positively, 
prescribes the exact provision, we are to make,' 
oath' by sea aad land, (m fa&j&yce of the en- 
siling: year; and, whethcijiMtfifrr, . not anew 
method of speaking to ParjuMMfBy is with all 
deference submitted to tss^jimfem of this 
&eu*e* which is the best judge at psowa privi- 
leges 'aria 1 power. . ■ : ■ i 

3ur*ly< Sirv it is very melancholy to hear one 
session after another, that, though we are in a 
stale of tranquillity, as the language is, yet we 
can neither be secure at home, nor respected 
abroad* without continuing above 13,000 land 

tercesin pay. # Ui 3 &*'lr ;t ' 'v 

i This way of reasoningjjea^al^aMss^reseiits 
one circumstances and ceaflfiS^^aj^woold 
suggest^ that we cannot enjoy theofg rs k u s tf o f a- 
good reign, without enduring at the same time 
the hardships k>f a bad one, which is a contra*? 
diction in itself and inconsistent with tbe no- ; 
tioos we, as Englishmen,' must ever entertain of 
our legal liberties, in maintenance of which our 
predecessors ht Parliament, thought fit to alter 
tbe lineal succession of our royal family. This 
i h mwIhh wi i , , ■ i ■ 

-ur * See vol. 7, p. 6*1* , 



way of Tetrsankig ferdiersuppoats, that 
tual confidence betwixt his Majesty and hit 
people is destroyed, that there is a distrust or* 
one hand and a disaffection on the other, rot 
which there is not the least ground or pretence. 
For his Majesty, by his residence amongst us 
this last summer, has not only given us the? 
clearest proof of his preferring the welfare and 
hrfppirtess of these kingdoms, to that of bis own 
foreign dominions ; but has for ever secured the 
love of his subjects here by his most gracious 
affability and personal condescensions to them. 
He has for ever secured that tranquillity af 
home, on which he is pleased with so much sa- 
tisfaction to congratulate his Parliament. Not 
can this tranquillity be affected by the cla* 
pours in Ireland against a late patent, [mean* 
mg Mr. Wood's patent for coining, which was 
afterwards recalled] for there is a large arm^ 
in that kingdom sufficient to curb tumultuous 
spirits, and to awe patronizing malecontenttj 
should any such be found. Nay, if more forces 
are judged necessary, either for the honour or 
safety of the government there, that kingdom is 
able and willing to maintain more on its own 
establishment ; ami therefore alt arguments 
drawn from thence relating to the present ques- 
tion must be inconclusive. The House mvf 
perhaps think fit, at a proper season, to listen 
so far to the complaints of our fellow subjects 
in another kingdom, as to call for this ob* 
noxious patent, aad to examine into tber 
grounds of it. For the mis-government of Ire- 
land has been frequently under the examination 
of the House of Commons here, and each exaM 
minations have formerly proved fatal* to a* 
great ministers as England ever bred ; . which* 
may be matter of reflection to their successors* J 
and to those it «aay 'Concern ; but can never be 
any inducement to an English Parliament to 
pay one soldier more, than is absolutely neces- 
sary far our own use. •'*>*' 
' Now all rebellions, all conspiracies, seem- to* 
' be totally extinguished, not more by the late 
seasonable exertion of parliamentary justice, 
than by the wise and prudent conduct of those' 
in the administration. They have so carefully 
reviewed and modelled the forces this summer 
in every part of the nation, that we are te* 
:j hope, there are not left even so many, as three 
or four Serjeants and corporals, who shall 
have foohhardiness enough to undertake again 
to draw the whole army into wild and chi- 
merical attempts. They have freed the church 
from all apprehensions of danger, by pre* 
moting only, the most orthodox and learned 
ipart of tbe clergy to the episcopal dignity and 
pother ecclesiastical preferments. They have 
preserved tlie state, by advancing only-men of 
distinguished ability and experience to all great 
offices and civil employments. They have, 
which is above all, reconciled their own am* 
mosities, and have no other contentions now^ 
but who shall best serve his Majesty and the* 
public, without any views of accumulating im- . 
inense wealth to themselves, or of aggrandizing 
their awn private families* Batch an adflUftit- 



tration can never need the assistance and pro- 
tection of above 18,000 disciplined troops. 
Such an administration should not suffer the 
arrnv to run away with the reputation of their 
good and great works, 6r to assume the glory 
of raising. our credit, enlarging our trade, and 
establishing our present prosperity, 
» Nor are our foreign affairs in a less flourish- 
ing condition, than tbo.»e at home, so far sS I 
am capable oi judging on the common appear- 
ance of things, without being in the secrets of 
the cabinet. 

We can have' no apprehensions from onr 
nearest neighbour, France. For that kingdom 
is engaged tcvus by many strict treaties, and 
I have heard the French bona fide* of late 
jeers, as much asserted and extolled in this 
House t as I have formerly heard it ridiculed 
and exploded. Besides we' have a vigilant mi- 
nister at Paris, who by his own skill and 
penetration in politics, as well as by good ad* 
▼ice and assistance from hence, is not only 
promoting the British interests there, bet in* 
nueuciog and directing the French councils. 

Nor can we have any pretence to keep up 
those Jbrc€» on account of danger from Spain. 
For, if that monarchy should be indiscreet 
enough to retain the least hand remembrance 
of any pretended ill usage from Great Britain : 
If k should resent oar glorious and seasonable 
conquest over (heir fleet in the Mediteranean, 
frr which we struck a medal with pompous in- 
scriptions? If it should insist on the restitu- 
tion of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which, in 
say eatable opinion, can never be surrendered 
arithont the highest inmmy, a* well as injury, 
to England. 1 say, if any thing of this kind 
should remain in the breast Of the court of 
Spate, aotwitbstandiag our treaties and daily 
negotiations there, it is our comfort, that we 
need sear no invasion from their armada ; that 
the mutability of their counsels, their preten- 
sions in Italy, their distance from Great Britain 
vender it impracticable for them, to annoy or 
distress us. And if king Philip's resignation 
of that crown was *a good argument' the last 
year, for continuing the 4,000 augmentation 
troops, then his resumption of it now must be a 
good one for disbanding them this year. 

The emperor's personal obligations to Great 
Britain are >such, that it is impossible for him 
to entertain any ill intentions against us, 
either on account of the Ostend- East-India 
Company, or of his Majesty's glorious endea- 
vours to remove the religious grievances in 
Germany, and to promote the Protestaut in- 
terest there, of which be is the great guardian. 

The Dutch are our old natural allies, and 
always ready to assist us. Nor is it their fault, 
that we tyave sometime* disputed amongst our- 
selves concerning the ex pence of transporting 
taeir atixiliar forces. They are bound to uh. 
by ancient ties of gratitude, for ibeir origin 4 
preservation, and by, what is yet a stronger 
cement, their own pi esent interest and safety. 
, As to the two northern crowns of Sweden 
•a* U—mmk f dsty havem taeir euros received 



'our protection, end tasted of onr bounty; We 
ah* remember the famous era, wttee 9&QfrO0Jk 
as well ae many smaller supplies' srnoe, wees 
raised on that account. Besides,' we **etn 
hope our expeditions into the Baltic* nwrtsr 
the conduct of a brave officer ^(sie John Norris) 
here present, have been as effectual as site* 
have been expensive, and that nor fleet has not 
only awed them into a reconcihotian betwiat 
themselves, but into an absolute Submission SO 
Great Britain. . ' 

The Czar is stretching his conquests into 
remote parts of the world, and if what we heat 
of a laFe treaty be true, that it is made entirely 
in favour of Great Britain, without aery regard 
to foreign principalities, we can apprehend 
nothing from our new ally, who is otherwise* so 
fully employed. For however extensive our 
mediating care may be, I presume we are not 
engaged with him to oppose the intended suc- 
cession of the crown of Poland, or to settle 
the balance of empire in Persia. 

If such then is our prosperous situation at 
home and abroad, why should we be denied, 
the promised happy consequences ofiitf why 
should we be afraid of reducing oor land forceel 
why should we not at least strike off the 4/000 
augmentation troops, in compassion to u nature 
loaded, and almost sank with debt ? For should 
a storm arise after this calm, shouht any wm 
events produce a raptors w Earope, it will bd 
time enough, if we are enfcer prompted 
our own heroic disposition, or bound by sere 
inviolable treaties, to enter into the quarrels* of 
the Continent, I say, it will be time enough 
when the war shall be actually declared, tei 
lend our assistance to those, whom we voloaw 
tarily espouse, or to perform oar engagements 
to our respective allies, if they shall not be 
found romantic and impracticable. We have 
the opinion of a most eminent author in civil 
learning, * That it is more . grievous to any 

* nation to bear the least extraordinary taxes, 
' in times of peace, than to endure the greatest: 

• 1 impositions in times of war. Because a war 
' may prove advantageous, may terminate in! 
' conquest and glorious acquisition*. Beta con*' 
' tinuance of extraordinary taxes, without sV 

* must inevitably end in poverty and rohV $ 

Now I can neter be so unjust to his Majes* 
ty's most mild and gracious government, ae to 
ascribe our present tranquillity to the con* 
tinuance of an extraordinary number of troops, 
any more tlian I can believe, it would cense a* 
the reduction of part of them. This would be* 
dangerous, as well as aft absurd doctrine, wkb 
relation to us at home. For should it beaeV 
mitred, that above eighteen thousand leant 
forces have not only procured our present; 
tranquillity, but that they are absolutely <a#v 
cessarv to the security of the kingdom; then: 
it' will* follow, that the same number will al- 
ways be absolutely necessary; thai a mili- 
tary power is the most pacific form of govern* 
meat; and that an arm y~ will be a better pre* 
server . »of • peace .one plenty^ a oectee gear*- 
dian of our oirH and religious rights, than the 
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fc* of, the land. This doctrine too, consider* j culow aecessioji to the crow! : and as the 
44 with regain* to the respect and hsftuenre spirits and discontents- which raised that rebel- 
«« may have abroad, -is as absurd and ill- lion were not yet wholly extinguished and su$r 
s^roiMided ; for thai respect and influence can <iued, they would soon see insurrections at 



never proceed from the Burette* of laud forces, 
vre may think fit to burthen ourselves with in 
time of peace ; » but it most proceed from the 
advantage* of our natural situation, from our 
naval strength, from our extended commerce) 
from our vast riches* which have enabled us to 
carry on long and expensive wars; to maintain, 
when our allies railed 4n their quota's, three 
s^eat armies at once in three distant nations; and" 
these advantages will ever enable us to hold 
the balance of power in Europe, unless worn 
oat wrtn unnecessary and insupportable taxes. 

Bat if not so much as the four thousand 
augmentation troops are to he parted with, if 
they are t to lie continued til i the uretences of 
all the . princes in Europe shall he adjusted, 
tJi the d liferent interests of different nations 
shall be reconciled, fill the claim of Bremen 
and Verden shall be fully settled and ac 
q ai e oc ed in, till the long expected form of 
a congress shaU be completed* I freely own, I 
am not without my- apprehensions, that our 
immense national debt, instead of being an- 
nually reduced, will be dailv incr*a«*d : that 
Our present grievance*, for frievances we have 
in the midst of all our tranq nlliiy, instead of 
being speedily removed, will become per|>etual, 
ami we may dre*m of blessings we shall never 
enjoy. 

On the whole, I am against continuing 
the number of forces proposed, and for disband- 
ing ate least? (he four thousand augmentation 
troops. -> v 

Mr. Yonge retorted these arguments with 
great vivacity and address. He said* among 
other things,. He wa> obliged to the gentleman 
tbat *poke on the other side, for furnishing 
bint with reasons for keeping up the present 
number of trops : That the prosperous situa- 
tion of affairs, the peace with all powers 
abroad, and t»»e perfect tranquillity at home, 
being, in a great measure, owtng to the good 
posture: we were in, both by sea and lard, 
wrbicb made us resp* cted abroad, and secure 
at home; it were imprudence not to coutinue 
those forces on the same foot. Tbat the pur- 
liament had indeed obliged king William of 
glorious memory, to reduce his army to 7000 
men. But what was the consequence of it? 
Why truly, the French king v* as thereby en- 
couraged to acknowledge and proclaim the 
Ifretender, as king of England, and to seize 
o*> the monarchy of Spain, which was the 
occasion of a long, bloody, and expensive 
war. That as to the reduction of the army 
after the peace of Utrecht, it was well 
known lhat it was principally owing to those 
who were for having an army of afcother 
stamp. That tins reduction would have proved 
fatal to the Protestant succession, had some 
people had time tb ripen their deigns. That 
at least it encouraged a great rebellion soon 
altar his Majesty^ happy, and ataost mtrt* 



home, and the peace of Europe disturbed 
abroad, if they parted wit h the army. , 1 
The question being put upon Mr. Pelham's 
motion, it was carried in the affirmative by 
206 voices against. 69 ; and resolved, u That 
the number of effective men to be provided for 
guards and garrisons in Great Britain, and for 
Jersey mid Guernsey, for the year If 85, be 
(including 1,815 invalids) 18,964 men ; com* 
mission and non commissioned officers in- 
cluded. 2. That the sum of 654,488/.. 17s. 8& 
be granted for the charge of the said 18,2*34 
effective men, for the year 1705, * 8. That the 
sum Of 152,687/. 16*. td. be granted for main* 
taining his Majesty's forces and garrison* in 
the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and 
for provisions for the garrisons of Annapolis 
ll<>yul, Placentia, and Gibraltar, ror the year 
1725. 4. The sum of 12,000/. upon account 
for out-pensioners »*f CheUea hospital, for the 
year 172£. And, 5. The sum of 10,641/^ Ast. 
for the defraying several extraordinary c*- 
pences and services, incurred and not provided 
for. by the parliament. These Resolution* be- 
ing the next day reported, were agreed to hf 
the House. * v 
- . •• 

Report op .Precedents op Puwtshmewt* 
poa Breach of the Privileges op the 
House of o>rds/J Nov. 20. The Lords ap- 
pointed a Committee to search Precedents, as 
to what Punishments have been inflicted, or 
methods taken to vindicate the Honour of thii 
House, in cases of any Breach of their LoreV 
ships' Privilege, or Contempts to this House. 

Nov. 35. The lord Delawar acquainted tfee 
House, That the Lords' Committees appointed 
to search Precedents, as to what Poarshmenisx 
have been inflicted, or methods taken to rpim* 
dicate the Honour of thl» Howe, in cases of 
any Breach of their Lordships' Privilege, or 
Contempts to this House, bad inspected Pre- 
cedents accordingly ; and had prepared a Re* 
port ; whkh he was ready to make, when thejf 
lordships will please to receive the samcr , ; ' 

Ordered, That the said Report be now 'OHf? 
ceived. 1 

Accordingly his lordship reported from the. 
$ai4 Committee, as follows : • 1 . 

M That the Committee have inspected tb% , 
Journals of this House, in relation to the 
matters to them referred ; and think proper 
to offer to your lordships' consideration^ 
the following instances ; viz. _ . . f ,' 

" February «7, 1690. Richard Reynolds 
and Robert Wright, for arresting a servant to 
the earl of -Oxford, were ordered to be set on> 
horseback, near Westniinster-h «ll ; neither of 
them to have cloak or hat; hot to have on 
their breasts and backs papers, « spressine their 
fault; (v&X't* For a contemptuous breavfe of 
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<Mbe privileged of parliament, aggiavatedby 
* cooteniptaous speeches/} and so to pasa:to 
the Fleet, where they are to be left prisoners. 

u Nov. 27, 1621. John Blunt, for counter- 
failing the lord Strafford's seal to a protection, 
was ordered to stand on the pillory, at West- 
' mioster and in Cheapside, with papers, on his 
bead shewing his offence; and then to be. 
carried to Bridewell, and there to remain dur<* 
tog his life, and to work for his Jiving. 

"March 22, 1623. Thomas Morley, for 
publishing a printed petition, very scandalous 
against the lord keeper in particular, and by 
aspersion against the whole court of Star- 
chamber in general, and at the bar insolently 
using many insolent words of the lord keeper, 
in presence of their lordships, was imprisoned 
ill -the Fleet, fined 1,000?. to the King ; set with 
bis neck in the pillory in Cheapside, with one 
•f the, petitions on his head ; ordered to make 
submission, and acknowledgment of his fault, 
at the; bar and in the Star-chamber. The next 
eay one Waterbouse, who penned the first 
draught of Morlev's petition, was adjudged to 
be a prisoner in the Fleet, and debarred pen, 
ink, and paper, during the pleasure of the 
H#ose; fined 500/. to the Jiing ; to make sub- 
astssion, and acknowledgment of this his fault, 
at the bar, in the Star-chamber, and to the 
lord keeper : and Bernard Alsop, the printer 
ef the petition, imprisoned in the Fleet, admo- 
nished aot to print any more petitions ; and to 
make submission and acknowledgment. 

"May 28, 1624. .Upon a report from \he 
Committee, of Privileges, the fine on Morley 
was rea'oced to 500/. and he was discharged 
oujof prison.; and Water house's punishment, 
upon his^petitjon, was remitted. 

'Ujtfj ^/M**. Ralph Brooke, Yorke 
Herald, for exhibiting a false and scandalous 
petition against the earl Marshal, was sentenced 
to make his submission to the said earl Marshal 
at the bar,, to be imprisoned in the Tower dur- 
ing pleasure, and fined 1,000 marks. 

^pril 4, 1626. George Gardner, for . buy- 
ing and, selling of counterfeited protections 
under the band and seal of a peer in parlia- 
ment, was ordered to be set on the pillory at 
Westminster, with a paper on his head, de- 
claring his offence ; and afterwards to be car- 
rkd down tp Norwich, and there to stand on 
the pillory, wiw the like paper. 

. f* 13th June following, the same Gardner, 
lor scandalizing the justice of this House, and 
for unjustly slandering the lord keeper, was on- 
tiered to stand in the pillory at Westminster, 
with a paper on his head, declaring his offence; 
and to ride backward with the same paper to 
the cross in Cheapside, and to stand on the 
pillory there, and so fo ride back to the Fleet : 
and though the lord keeper did earnestly desire 
this punishment; ought be forgiven Gardner, 
yet the House denied it. 

"April 16, 1628.. Anthony Lamplugh, tor 
e^ibitiog an unjust and" scandalous petition 
agaiusyheJord keeper and lord bishop of Lin- 
coln, was septenced to stand committed to the 
1 ■* * 



Etaet ; |a acknowledge bene, ai the bar, 4 Tee* 
* /the .said petition is unjust aed scandalous^ 
' and that he is sorry for it and to aak their 
lordships' forgiveness; and to be brought to the 
pliancery bar, ami there , to make the like* ac~ 
knowledgment* . 

" The next day, he having asked forgiveness 
at the bar, the remainder of the ceaeure waa 
forgiven. .. j -•: 

" June 12, 1628. Ensign. Reyede, Jet is> 
nominious speeches ottered by him against the 
lord viscount Say and Seale, and for bis eon** 
tempt of this high oeurt of parliament, wa* 
adjudged never to bear arms hereafter^ but ac- 
counted unworthy to be a soldier ; to be iuk 
prisoned during pleasure ; to stand under tba 
pillory, with papers on bis head shewing his 
offence, at Cheapside, and at Banbury ; to be 
fined at 200/. to the King, and to ask forgive- 
ness. . . . 

" And as to the precedent last mentkawoV 
the Committee think proper to observe to* the? 
House, That it appears by the Journal, that* 
their lordships' utmost endeavours were . Used, 
tp apprehend and bring the said Reyadeio 
person before them, to justice y but he ab^ 
sconded, so that he could not be taken ; net*' 
withstanding which, the House, in bis absence, 1 
proceeded to the censure above-mentioned g> 
and directed the court of Star-chambers put- 
the sentence against him in execution,- if be 
should happen to be apprehended after the 
ending of the session, and out of timaof par- 
liament. . : t - 

"Jan. 13, 1640. James Faucet, for inso- 
lent and abusive speeches against the earl of 
Newport, was sentenced to stand committed 
to the Fleet ;, to make his humble subenksion 
to the said earl, and to pay aim 50OL for 
damages. 

" March 29, 1642, post . meridiem. John 
Bond, for being the author and contriver of a 
false and scandalous letter, pretended to be* 
sent from the Queen in Holland to his Majesty 
at York, was sentenced to stand on ;the pillory 
at Westminster-hall door, and in CbeapsMUa, 
with a paper on his head, written, 4 A Contriver 
' of False and Scandalous Libels;' the said; let- 
ters to be called in, and burnt near him as be* 
stands ; and he to be committed to the boose 
of correction. 

" April 28, 1642. Sir William Sau Rayy 9 
knight, for false, scandalous, and malica>usjre?i 
ports and speeches against the earl of Danby, 
was fined to the King, in the sum of 100/. ; or- 
dered to, pay the said earl by way of damages, ; 
500/. ; to make a submission at the bar, and to , 
be imprisoned in the Fleet. v . 

" July 9, 1663. Alexander Fitton, fojr co&i^ 
triving and publishing an infamous libel agaiaei , 
the lord Gerrard of Brandon, fined 500i. to bis 
Majesty, committed to the Kiog's-Jbench, and 
to find sureties for bis behaviour during life. v 

"Pecember 18, 1667. William Caier, for. 
dispersing . scandalous and seditious printed 
papers against the lord Gerrard of Brando*** , 
fined 1,000/. to tjbe King, to fUod l^kejii lb+ 
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pillory, to be krtprtB^oed'ittihe Fleets and the 
papers to be burnt. ; 

" Match 1st, 16m Br. Cary was fined 
l,000i., for refusing to discover his* knowledge 
of a libel ; and to be committed to the . Tower 
till he pays the same. - - 

« March 8th 1688-9. William Downing, 
for printing a paper reflecting on the lord Grey 
of Warke, was committed to the Gale-house, 
and fined 1,000/. to the king. 

<« June 11th 1689. Percy s petition, claim- 
ing the earldom of Northumberland, containing 
several reflections, was dismissed the House ; 
and the said Percy was ordered to be brought 
before the four courts in Westminster Hall, 
wearing, a paper upon his breast, in which 
these words shall be written ' The false and 
' impudent nretender to the earldom of North- 
4 umberlanoV 

*« April 11th, 1690. Thomas Garstone, for 
counterfeiting protections, to stand twice in the 
pillory, and be committed to the Gate-house 
till be pays his fees. 

" February 22d, 1695. The House was in- 
formed, That there was a paper delivered at the 
door, reflecting on the House, by Robert Cros- 
field : Whereupon he was called in, and owned 
the paper ; but refusing to give the House an 
account who printed it, he was ordered into 
custody. 

" March 17th, 1697. A libel intituled, 
' Mr. Bertie's Case, &c. with some remarks on 

* she Judgment given therein/ was voted false, 
malicious, and scandalous, and ordered to be 
"burnt; and a committee was appointed, to 
consider of the said paper. 

* March 18th, 1697. Report was made from 
the Committee, That the printer had confess- 
ed that Mr. Robert Bertie, a member of the 
House of Commons, had employed him to 
print it. 

" £6th of the same month. Consideration 
was had of the said paper ; and the earl of 
Abingdon, in his place, declared, ' That be did, 

* an the name of his son, ask pardon of the 

* House and the Lord Chancellor / which the 
House accepted. 

" May 7th, 17 16. James Mynde, a solicitor, 
was ordered into custody, for putting counsel's 
names to an appeal without their knowledge. 

t€ 12th of same May, Mynde was brought 
to- the bar, and, by a petition, confessed him- 
self guilty ; and a committee was appointed, to 
inspect precedents of punishments inflicted. 

" 18th of that month, Report was made 
from that committee ; ard Mynde fined 100/. 
to the king. 

" June 4th, 1716. He petitions to be dis- 
charged out of custody ; and his petition was 
rejected. 

" 12th of the same month. He was ordered 
to causa his fine to be paid into the clerk's 
hands, in order to be estreated into the Ex- 
chequer, for the regular payment of the same. 

" 14th of the same month. The House being 
informed, That the clerk had received the said 
fine; Mynde was ordered to be brought to the 



bar, -^V be discharged ;< andthe next day be was 
brought, reprimanded, and discharged accord- 
ingly (paying his fees.) 

And the said Report was read, by the Clerk; 

The Earl of Suffolk committed to the Tower 
for granting Protection:'] January 21, 1725. 
The Lords, after an examination touching the 
granting written Protections, committed the 
Earl of Suffolk to the Tower of London, for 
having given several written Protections, io 
breach of the standing orders, and to the dis- 
honour of the House, as likewise to the oh>* 
struction of public justice. 

Petition of the Earl of Oxford and Lord Mor» 
peth, complaining of the Deficiency of the Ac± 
counts of the Matters' in Chancery.] January 
23. A Petition of Edward earl of Oxford, and 
of Henry lord Morpeth, twd of fche guardian* 
of the person and estates of Elizabeth duchess 
dowager of Montague, a lunatic, was presented 
to (he House of Commons and read, setting 
forth, " That very great sums of money of the 
said lunatic's estate have, pursuant to orders of 
the Court of Chancery, been brought before 
Mr. Hiccocks, late one of the Masters of the* 
said court, and Mr. Tho. Bennet his successor; 
now one of the Masters of the said court, in order 
to be placed out at interest for the benefit of 
the said lunatic, upon securities to be approved 
by the said Masters respectively : That upon 
examining into the Accounts of the Masters in 
Chancery, relating to the Suitors' Monies 
brought before them, considerable Deficiencies 
appear ; and that the said Mr. Thpmas Bennet 
has not deposited, pursuant to orders Of the 
said court, several Mortgages for large scrms df 
money, belonging to the estates of the said luna- 
tic; neither* hath he deposited nor secured, 
pursuant to orders of the said court, 9,000f. 
and* upwards, of his balance of cash ; ami 
praying such relief as the House shaM think fit;' 9 

This Petition coming unexpectedly into the 
House, whilst the Accounts of the Masters in 
Chancery were put in a course of examina- 
tion before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Great Seal, the said Petition was ordered to lm 
upon the table: But a motion being madei 
" That the proper officer, or officers, of the 
Court of Chancery, do lay before this House 
copies of the Orders made by the court, relating 
to the Accounts, and the effects belonging to 
the suitors, in the hands of the Masters of the 
cpurtof Chancery, dated the 17 th and 21st of 
December last, with copies of the Reports 
therein mentioned : and also the Accounts of 
the said Masters relating thereto, with their 
several explanations of the said Accounts;" a 
great debate arose thereupon, in which some 
severe animadversions were made on the con- 
duct of the earl of Macclesfield, (late Lord 
Chancellor Then Mr. Henry Pel ham moved, 
" That the debate be adjourned to the* 9th of 
February, which was carried by a $reat ma* 
joritv." - ,• - 1 -•!>* . J . 1 *. 
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The. King's Message concerning the Masters, 
is Chancery) February 9 Mr. Meti*oen ac- 
quainted the Commons, that oe Jiad a Message 
From h» Majesty to the H use, signed by bin 
Majesty; and that* he vw commanded by JuV 
Majesty to lay before the House Copies of 
several Reports and other paper* relating to the 
Hastens in Chancery ; and he delivered his 
Majesty's Message to Mr. Speaker, and the said 
Copies and other Reports, at the table. His 
Majesty's Message was read by Mr, Speaker, 
at follows, via. 

George R. 

" His Majesty having reason to apprehend, 
that the suitors of the Court of Chancery were 
in danger of losing a considerable sum of 
money Soin tlie insufficiency of some of the 
Masters, thought himself obliged, in justice and 
compassion to the said suitors, to take the most 
speedy and proper method she law would al- 
low* &r Inquiring into (he state of the Master's 
Recounts, and securing their effects for the 
nenefit of the suitors i And his Majesty hav- 
ing had several Reports laid before bim. in pur- 
suance of the directions he bad given, has or- 
dered the said Reports to be communicated to 
this House, that this House may have as full 
and as perfect a view of this important affair, 
as the shortness of the time, and the circuow*. 
stances and nature of the .proceedings woufd 
admit oC 

% Then the said Reports, together with some 
|if the, peepers referred to therein, were read, 
and ordered to be taken into farther considera- 
tion on the 12th instant. 

The Kings Message for the Maintenance qf 
eleven Ministers of the New Churches.] 
TPtb. 10. Mr. Comptroller acquainted the 
House, That he bad a Message from his Ma- 
jesty to this House, signed by his Majesty, and 
he delivered the same to Mr. Speaker, who 
read the same to the House; and the said 
Message is as follows : 

"'CSeorgetfl. 
' ^Tbe cwiuntssieners for building fifty new 
fjfenrefcesin and 'about the cities of London wad 
Westamwter, and the suburb* thereof, bavin* 
mteeettted to4ris Majesty, That ja pursuance 
m several acts of parliament already made for 
tjknt purpose, one Church bath been, for same 
time, linisbed and consecrated ; and three 
chapels have been converted into parish 
Oherobes, and also consecrated; and tha» 
seven ether Churches are built, or building and 
ftear ^finished ; for which eleven churches, con- 
venient districts have been also laid out and 
appointed t«» be the parishes respectively be- 
longing *0 the same: And his Majesty betn£ 
truly sensiWe of Che great necessity there is of 
flew cborcbes, and of new division* ot parishes 
fct end -about the said city and suburb*, and very 
jesivous tw provideior the spiritual as well as 
tempore Welfare of all bis subjects, and l»eing 
else firroty persuaded that nothing will more 
effectually engage Almighty God to send down 



his b l es sing j»fron to»qeave# end pe e pkey 
the honour and e e r e ico> ef s 



due zeal for the I 
has « bought fit to recomiwead to tee ticeeseW 
Cominous, in an especial menwery th*,p**vid- 
ing a suitable roaswsewawoe <fer the saintssera 
who shall be appointed toperform Divrne Ser- 
vice in the eleven churches, aforesaid, by Sttch 
ways as may efieotuaUv answer tbeevMkauTore- 
said, according to his Majesty's royal pwrpcee 
and desire." 

Hereupon it was ordered, uem.**m 9 , That 
leave he given to bring in a BUI for feeder ef- 
fecting the pious intention of the said Acts. 

Delate upon the King * Message respecting 
the Masters in Chancery.] February IS. lee 
Commons took into consideration tfee eeeeeal 
Reports and Papers referred to in nta Majes- 
ty's Message of the 9th instant. After the 
reading part of the said Papers, 

Sir George Oxtwden rose up, and said, That 
it manifestly appeared by these Reports, which 
after the strictest inquiry, and upon the •esa- 
terest deliberation, bad been drawls up by 
persons of the greatest weight end authority, 
for their abilities, experience, high statvens,end 
integrity ; that enormous abases trad crept into 
the High Court of Chancery, chiefly occasioned 
by the magistrate, who was at the bead of that 
Couk, and whose duty consequently it was, to 
prevent die seme. That the criraesand ntisde- 
meanors of the late Lard Chancellor, were 
many, and of various natures, bm might -be re- 
duced to these three heads: 1. That be bad 
taken into his own hands the Estates and Ef- 
fects of many willows, 'orphans, and lunatics, 
and either had disposed of part of them arbi- 
trarily to his own profit, or connived at the of- 
ficers under him making advantage oftbeaame. 
ft. That be bad raised to an exorbitant price 
the offices and places of the Masters of Chan- 
cery, and in order to enable them to pay to him 
those high prices and gratuities for their admis- 
sion, had trusted in their hands large sums of 
money belonging to suitors in Chancery. 3* 
That m several cases he had made divers irre- 
gular Orders* So that in bis opinion, that fiat 
magistrate in the kingdom was fallen from the 
height of the dignities and honours, to which 
he had been raised by the King's royal bounty 
and favour, to the depth of infamy and disgrace. 
And therefore Ite moved, " That Thomas earl 
of Macclesfield be impeached oiHi&n Crimes 
and Misdenleanours. ,, * 

* " Great part of this session was AtSksm ep 
in the trul of the earl of Macclesfield, and the 
rt peal of the late lord Bolmgbroke's attainder. 
There had.b*«n for some time a m Breasting 
against the insufficiency of the Master* in 
Chancery to answer the great -sums -lodged ia 
their hands by the suitors in that court ; SKirMt 
was suspected, that the large sumo, wbJeh *fcey 
paid for admission into th^ar pfaees, made 
way more easy 'than it ought to havebeehv, and 
ve^y mu(*hPlessened Ae mqnff'y into rnett «*a* 
lifieations/ ttiH ttbeeebodiadeed ' ~ 
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nrTh&ftootion wr seconded by -Mr. Strtok- 
4and, ^and Mr. -Qoddiogtoii* who said; .The 
: MmAemmaotB of* the iafce Lord Chancellor 
- wre o/ tlie greatesteod most dangerous con- 
sequence, since most of the estates in England, 
once ia thirty yeareypass through the Court of 
i rChancery, 

, 3fr^ Wtftiem Fuiteney said, That it was far 
^from hjsjthoughta to endeavour to abate the 
just resentment which the gentlemen who 
; -apiokeiast^shewed against the great abuses that 
haA heen committed in the Court of Chancer/ : 
but that , in his opinion, they went a little too 
fast in so weighty and important an affair, by 
which -means they might lose the very end 
they aimed at, viz. the effectual punishing the 
. aerson.by whose neglect, at least, those abuses 
.bad been committed; That whatever deference 
< they, ought to pay on this occasion, to the ca- 
pacity, experience, integrity, and authority of 
^he persons who had drawn, up the Reports 
that had fceen laid before them, yet it little be- 
woaroetthe* dignity, and was even derogatory to 
■ |be prerogative of that House, which is the 
'{rwid inquest of the nation, to found an im- 
i peachment upon those Reports, without a pre- 



.-, growing up to this degree; and there was 

. scarce any thing "bought and sold more freely 
ami openly than a. Master in Chancery's place. 
^The. Suitors Money, for which the masters paid 

- 4io interest, brought them in great interest from 
the /unds ; apd, the profits of the place being 
consequently doubled or trebled to what they 
had been before, there was such an opportu- 
nity to enrich themselves by the advantages 
they, made of the money they had in their 
hands, that it is not surprising, that the Lord-. 
.Keepers, and Lord Chancellor doubled and 

. trebled the price, which the masters Were to 

* jp&f for -.admittance.- But, the complaints 
c against this practice growing strong and public, 

and the lord chancellor Macclesfield finding it 
i impracticable for him to put a stop to those' 
-complaints, or keep the great seal under them, 

* Jje resigned it the begin niug of January 1725, 
4 and it was . committed to the custody of sir 
1 Joseph JekyU, master of the rolls; sir Jeflfery 

XJilbert, and sir Robert Raymond ; who. having 
*in council, taken the oath as lords commis- 
sioners of the great seal, the king said to them 

as/ollows* 

. " I have lad. such experience of your nv 

* tegrity and ability, that it is with pleasure I 
-«pw put the -great : seal into, your hands. You 

are fully informed of the state of the accounts 
^ of the, Masters in Chancery. I earnestly recom- 
\ix»end'to you the. taking effectual care* that in- 
t tire satisfaction be made to the suitors of the 
court; and that they be not exposed to any 
% dan£ers for the future; and I have such coii- 
. fidence in the faithful discharge of the trust I 
^POw repose in you, that 1 am persuaded you 
will look narrowly to the behaviour of all the 
officers under vour jurisdiction, and will see, 
that .thev act with the strictest regard to justice, 
* *no^to |V*|W? °^ "7 ^ u ^ €Cti,,, TiudaL 



«vi« ineuky,*ild eftamitiario^ into the proofs 
that veered support it ; and tlierefore moved. 
That this affair might be referred to the con* 
sideratiovi of a select committee, lie wes 
backed by 

Sir William Wyndham, who urged, That by 
proceeding by way of Impeachment upon Re- 
ports laid before them from above, the Com- 
mons would make a dangerous precedent, and 
seem to give up the most valuable of their pri- 
vile$es, viz. the inquest after state criminals. 

Sir Wilfred Law son, and sir Thomas Penh 
geliy, supported Mr. Pulteney's motion* But 
Mr. Yonge, and sir Clement Wearg answered 
those objections, whereupon the previous ques- 
tion was put, Whether the question be now 
put upon sir George Oxenden's , motion ? 
Which after some debate was carried in the af- 
firmative, by a majority of 273 voices against. 
164. 

The Commons resolve to impeach the Earl qf 
Macclesfield of High Crimes and Misdemea- 
nours.] Then the main question being put, it 
was resojved by the same .majority, That 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield be impeached of 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors," and (t was 
ordered, that sir George Oienden do go up to 
the Lords, and at their baiy in the name of the 
House of Commons, arid of all the Commop* 
of Great Britain, impeach 'Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield of High Crimes and Misdemea- 
nours ; and acquaint them, that this House 
would, in due time, ,exhibit particular Articles 
against him, and make good the same." 

Then a Committee was appointed to drew 
up Articles of Impeachment, against Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield; to which Committee the 
several Reports referred to in his MajestjV 
message, were referred. 

After this, upon a motion made by Mr. West, 
and seconded by Mr. Edward Thompson, * 
Bill was ordered to be brought in, " To indem- 
nify the Masters of Chancery from the penal- 
ties of the act of the 5th and 6th years' 'of king 
Edward 6, against buying and selling of offices, 
upon their discovering what, consideration, 
price, or gratuity they paid, or agreed to. pay, 
fortlie purchase of, or for their admission ^; 
their offices." ■•>:*•.* 

February 13. Sir George Oxenden repotted* 
That be had been at the bar of the House, <e*f 
Lords, and in the name of this House, and of 
all the Commons of Great Britain, had ion 
peached Thomas earl of Macclesfield of Uiffa 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, and acquainted the 
Lords, That the Commons would, in due time* 
exhibit particular Articles against him, and 
make good the same. After this, Mr. .West 
presented to the House, a Bill, " Forindemni* 
tying the Masters in Chancery from the pe- 
nalties of the act of the 5t,h and 6th- years, 
of king Edward 6\ against buying and selling 
pf offices, u;>on their discovering what consj* 
deration, price, or gratuitjubey paid, or agreed 
wxpay, for the purchase of, or for their, adrois* 
sion to, their respective offices." ;>\MqU 
2E ' ^ 
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Was immediately read the first and second 
time, and without going through a Committee, 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Feb. The-said engrossed Bill was read 
the third time, passed and sent up to the Lords.. 

Feb. 24. Sir George Oxenden acquainted* 
the House, that lie was directed by the Com-, 
mittee appointed to draw up Articles of Im- 
peacbmennigainst the earl of Macclesfield,- to 
move the House, That such persons as the 
Committee should find it necessary to examine, 
fee examined in the most solemn manner ; 
which was ordered accordingly. 

j&> George Oxenden reports the Articles 
. from the Committee of Impeachment against the 
Earl of Macclesfield.] March 18. Sir George 
Oxenden* from the Committee appointed to 
draw up , Articles of Impeachment against 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, acquainted the 
House, That they had drawn up several Arti- 
, cies accordingly, which they had directed him 
to report to the House ; and he, farther ac- 
quainted the House, that they had other 
matters depending before them, relating to 
their inquiry: and he read the Report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the Articles in " 
at the table, where they were read by the 
clerk. These Articles were one and twenty in 
a umber, and the two first relating to offences 
said to be committed before the Act of In- 
demnity passed in the year 1721, 

Mr. Conduit moved, that the said Articles 
he recommitted. Hereupon 

Mr. Walter Plomer, one of the Committee 
■ that had drawn up the Articles, said, That 
the Crimes, for which the earl of Macclesfield 
was impeached, being complicated, and hav- 
ing a relation to, and dependance upon one 
another, they could not mention one without 
the other. * He was answered by sir Philip 
Yorke, who spoke for the motion for recom- 
mitting the Articles. To this, 

Sir Thomas PengeUy replied, That in the 
case before them, they ought to distinguish be- 
tween an Act of Oblivion, and an Act of In- 
demnity : that .the first is begun in either House 
of Parliament, and being the act of the three 
estates, or of the whole legislature, clears and 
purges offenders of all crimes therein specified : 
, but that it is otherwise with au Act of Indem- 
nity, w&icb flows from the mere grace and 
clemency of the sovereign, is sent down to the 
Parliament, who are at liberty either to ac- 
cept or refuse it, but not to aker any thing ; 
and regards only crimes committed agaiti6t the 
king, his predecessors, and successors \ which 
was not the case of the earl of Macclesfield, 
who' stood impeached for crimes ami misde- 
meanours committed in a high office and trust, 
against his fellow-subjects. 

This, was* answered by Mr; Yonjje, to whom 
Mr. West replied ; aod to the latter sir Gilbert 
Heathcote. But sir Clement Wearg* having 
strenuously suppor^d sir Thomas- Pengell/s 
-argument, the opposite tide dropped the motion 
without dividing* - - 



Then the Report being read paragraph by 
paragraph, the several Articles were agreed jco 
by the House, and ordered to be engrossed* 
It was also ordered, That a clause be prepared, 
saving liberty to the Commons to exhibit mnj 
farther Articles against the^said Thomaa earl 
of Macclesfield, and that he might .be put to 
answer the said crimes and misdemeanors. 

March 19. Sir George Oxenden presented to* 
the House a Clause saving liberty to the Com- 
mons to exhibit farther Articles against the 
earl of 'Macclesfield, which was agreed to r aad 
ordered to be engrossed with the Artieles -of 
Impeachment against the said earl. 

March 30. The engrossed Article*. -of Im- 
peachment of High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
against Thomas earl of Macclesfield were reed, 
and ordered to be carried to the Lords by sir 
George Oxenden. 

Articles op Impeachment against thx 
Eakl err Macclesfield.] March 20. <4 
Message was brought from the House of Com- 
mons, by Sir George Oxenden and others ; 
who delivered at the Bar the Articles of Im- 
peachment against the Earl of Macclesfield. 

Then the said Articles of Impeachment were 
read, by the clerk, as follow : 

" ARTICLES, -xhibited by the Koights, Ci- 
tizens, and Burgesses, in Parliament as- 
sembled, in £;° name of themselves and all 
the Commons of Great Britain, eeainst 
THOMAS Earl of MACCLESFIELD, ia 
Maintenance of their Impeachment against 
him, for high Crimes and Misdemeanors* 

Whereas the Office of Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain is an office of the highest dig- 
nity and trust, upon the impartial and uncor- 
rupt execution whereof the honour of the crown 
and the welfare of the subjects of this kingdom 
greatly depend : And Whereas Thomas earl e>f 
Macclesfield^ in or about the month of Mayan 
the year of aur Locd 1718, by the great grace 
and favour of his most excellent Majesty, was 
constituted and appointed Lord Chaocelioref 
Great Britain, and did thereupon take the 
usual oath for the due execution of that high 
office, whereby he did swear,* well and truly to 
serve our sovereign lord the king and his peo- 
ple, poor and rich, after the laws and usages 
of this realm, and such other oaths as have 
been accustomed : and the said earl continued 
in this great office until about the month of 
January in the year of our Lord 1724 : arid, in 
right thereof, was entrusted with the nomina- 
tion and admission to the offices of M asters of 
the Court of Chancery ; which Masters of the 
said Court are officers of great trust, sworn to 
serve the King and his people, and associated 
to the Lord Chancellor for his assistance m the 
due administration and execution of justice in 
the said Court ; And whereas his Majesty 
upon the said Earl's being appointed to the 
office of Lord Chancellor, did, of his grace- and 
bounty, bestow upou, the. said earl the sum ef 
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?4,0Q6t>. or seme* other ^neat sum : and did like* 
wise grant unto George Parker, esq. now com- 
monly called lord Parker, eldest son and heir 
apparent of the said earl, a yearly pension of 
1,200/. payable out of his Majesty's receipt of 
the Exchequer, during the jbint live* of his 
Majesty and' the said- lord Parker, determina- 
ble' upon his Majesty's making a grant* to the 
aaid lord Parker, in possession, of the office of 
one of the tetters of his Majesty's Exchequer, 
Ibr the term of his natural life: which office, 
k being of the yearly value of 1,500/. or up- 
wards, has been since granted by his Majesty 
unto the said lord Parker for his life, who, in or 
about the month' of July in the year of our Lord 
1719, was duly admitted to, and d^fc -still en- 
joy, the same ; and the said eaH£'3ftiring the 
time of bis continuing Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, did not only enjoy the usual 
salary, fees, and profits, belonging to his 
office, of a very great annual value ; but also 
did continue to receive an annual pension of 
1,800/. which his Majesty, in or about the 
month of June in the year of our Lord 1716, 
had granted 'to him and his assigns, during his 
Majesty's life ; and did likewise receive from 
the crown a further annual allowance of 4,000/. 
and many other advantages : Yet be the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, not being satis- 
fied with this large and ample revenue, nor 
regarding the obligation of his oath, or the 
duty of his high and important office ; but en- 
tertaining wicked and corrupt- designs and 
▼lews* to raise and procure to himself excessive 
and exorbitant gain and profit, by divers unjust 
and oppressive practices and methods herein 
after mentioned, whilst he continued in the 
said office of Lord Chancellor, did, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, take and receive to 
Jiis own private use the following or some other 
jjreat sums of Money : 

AavriCLt I. 

u That Richard Godfrey, esq. having cbn- 
tracted with sir Thomas Gery, one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, for the 
purchase and surrender of his office, at the 
price of 5,000/. or some other great sum of mo- 
ney, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before the admission of the said 
Richard Godfrey into the office of one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, did, by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, 
and receive, of and from the said Richard 
Godfrey, the sum of 1 840/. or some other sum 
of money, for the admitting him into such office 
oif a Master of the Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Richard Godfrey should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which 
•aid office touches- and concerns the adminis- 
tration and execution of justice in the said 
court; And the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
a>ld, being Lord Chancellor, in pursuance 
and execution of the said wicked and corrupt 
bargain, or in pursuance of some other bargain 



or agreement of the same infamous and corrupt 
nature, did admit' and swear the said Richard 
Godfrey into the office of one of the Masters of 
the said CJourt of Chancery, upon the surrea- 
der of the said sir Thomas Gery, in breach 
and violation of his oath as Lord Chancellor 
and of the great trust in him reposed, contrary 
to the duty of his office, and the good and 
wholesome laws and statutes of this realm. 

Article IT., " . 

" That the office of one of the Masters of At 
said Court of Chancery becoming vacant, by 
the death of Samuel Browning, esq. one of the 
late Masters of thesaid Court, the said Thomae 
earl of Macclesfield, whilst he continued Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and before the 
admission of James Lightboun, esq. into the 
said office of one of the Masters of the Court 
of Chancery, did, by colour of his office of 
Lord Chancellor, illegally, corruptly, and ex- 
torsively, insist upon, take, anif receive, of 
and from the said James Lightboun, the sum 
of 6,000/. or some other great sum of money, ia 
consideration of and for the admitting him iuto 
such office, and to the intent that the said James 
Lightboun should have, exercise, and enjoy 
the same, which said office touches and con* 
cerns the administration and execution of jus- 
tice in the said Court : And the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, being Lord Chancellor; in 
pursuance and. execution of the said wickeCk 
and corrupt bargain, or in pursuance of some 
other bargain or agreement of the same infa- 
mous and corrupt nature, did admit and swear 
the said James Lightboun into the office of one 
of the Masters of the said Court of Chancery, 
in breach and violation of his oath as Lord 
Chancellor, and of the great trust in him re- 
posed, contrary to the duty of his office, aud 
against the good and wholesome laws and 
statutes of this realm. 

Article III. " J" 

" That John Borret, esq. having contracted 
with John Meller, esq. one of the Masters of 
the Court of Chancery, for the purchase and 
surrender of Iris said office, at the price of 
9,000 pounds, or some other great sum of 
money ; the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield* 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before the admission of the said 
John Borret into the office of one of the Mas- 
ters of the Court of Chancery, did, by colour of 
his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, cor- 
ruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, and 
receive, of and from the said John Borret, the 
sum of 1,575/. or some other sum of money, 
for the admitting * him into such office of a 
Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent 't$rt- the said John Borret should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which said 
office touches and concerns- the administration 
and execution of justice in thesaid Court. And 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance and execution o? 
the said wicked and corf opt bargain, or ist 
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pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 
of tbe same, infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear the' said John Barret into the 
office of one of tbe Masters of the said Court of 
Chancery, upon the surrender of the said John 
Mtller, in breach and violation of his oath as 
Lord Chancellor, and of the great trust in him 
reposed, contrary to tbe duty of his office, and . 
against the good and wholesome laws and sta- 
tutes of this realm. 

Article IV. 

" That Edward Conway, esq. having con- 
tracted with John Orlebar, esq. one of the late 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, for tbe pur- 
chase and surrender of his said office, at the 
price of 6,000/.', or some other great sum of 
money ; the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, -and before the admission of the said 
Edward Conway into the office of one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, did by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, 
and receive, of and from the said Edward Con- 
way, the sum of 1,500/., or some other sum of 
money, for the admitting him into such office 
of a Master of the said Court of Chancery, and 
to the intent that t be • said Edward Conway 
should have, exercise, and enjoy the same, 
which said office touches and concerns the ad- 
ministration and -execution of justice in the 
'said Court : And tbe said Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfield, being Lord Chancellor in pursuance 
and execution of the said wicked and corrupt 
bargain, or in pursuance of some other bargain 
or agreement of the same infamous and corrupt 
nature, did admit and swear the said Edward 
Conway into the office of one of tbe Masters of 
the said Court of Chancery, upon the surrender 
of the said John Orlebar, in breach and viola- 
tion of his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the 
great trust in hjm reposed, contrary to the 
duty of bis office, and against the good and 
wholesome laws and statutes of this realm. 

Article V, 

M That William Kynaston, esq. having con* 
traded with William Rogers, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, for the pur- 
chase and surrender of his said office, at' the 
price of $,000/., or some other great sum of 
money, the said Thorn as earl of Macclesfield, 
"whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain^ and before tbe admission of the said. 
William Kynaston into tbe office of one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, did, by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, ille- 
gally, corruptly, and extorsively,, insist upon, 
take, and receive, of aud from the said William 
Kynaston, the sum of 1,575/., or some other 
sum of money, for the admitting him into such 
©fficeof a Master of the said€ourt of Chancery, 
and to the intent thatahe said. William Kynas- 
ton should have, exercise, and enjoy the same, 
which- sajd office touches and concerns the ad- 
iaiaistrfrtion and ewcutioa of justice in the 
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said Court: And the said Thomas eeri of Mac- 
clesfield being Lord Chancellor, in pursuance* 
and execution of the said wicked and corrupt 
bargain, or in pursuance of some other bargain 
or agreement of the same infamous and corrupt 
nature, did admit and swear tbe said William 
Kynaston into the office of one of the Masters 
of the said Court of Chancery, upon , tbe sur* 
render of the said William Rogers, in breach 
and violation of his oath as Lord Chancellor, 
and of the great trust in him reposed, contrary 
to the duty of his office, and against the good 
and wholesome laws and statutes of this realm* 

Article VI. 1 

" That ^Thomas Bennet, esq. having con- 
tracted with John Hiccocks, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, for tbe pur* 
chase and surrender of his said office, at the 
price of 7,500/. or some other great sum of 
money, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before tbe admission of the said 
Thomas Bennet into tbe office of one of tbe 
Masters of the said Court of Chancery, did* by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take,' and 
receive, of and from the said Thomas Bennet, 
tbe sum of 1,575/., or some other sum of money, 
for the admitting him into such office of a Master 
of the said Court of Chancery, -and to tbe in* 
tent that the said Thomas Bennet should have, 
exercise, and enjoy the same, which said office 
touches and concerns the administration and 
execution of justice in the said Court: And 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance and execution 
of the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or in 
pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 
of the same infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear tbe said Thomas Bennet into 
the office of one of the Masters of the said 
Court of Chancery upon the surrender of the 
said John Hiccocks, in breach and violation of 
his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great 
trust in him reposed, contrary to the duty of 
his office, and against the good aud wholesome 
laws fuid statutes of this realm, 

Akticle VII. 

" That the office of one of the Masters of the 
said Court of Chancery becoming vacant by the 
death of William Fellows, esq, oae of the late 
Masters of tbe said Court, the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, whilst he continued Lard 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and before the ad- 
mission of Francis Elde, esq. iuto the 'said 
office of one of the Masters of the Court of 
Chancery, did, by colour of bis office of 1/ml 
Chancellor, illegally, corruptly, and extorsively, 
insist upon, take, and receive, of and from the 
said Francis Elde, the sum of 5 > %5QL or some 
other great sum of money, in consideration of 
and for the admitting him into such office of n 
Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Francis Elde should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which aajd 
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office touches end concerns the admin istratioo 
and execution of justice in the said Court: end 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance and execution 
of the said wicked iand corrupt bargain, or in 
pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 
of the same infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear toe said Francis Elde into the 
office of one of the Masters of the said Court 
' of Chancery, in breach and violation of his 
oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great trust 
in bim reposed, contrary to the duty of his 
office, and against the good and wliolesome 
Jaws and statutes of this realm. 

Article .VIII. 

u That the office of one of the Masters of the 
•aid Court of Chancery becoming vacant by the 
death of John Borret, esq. one of the late Mas- 
ters of the said Court, who died insolvent, 
greatly indebted to the Suitors of the said 
Court, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, without securing a just satisfaction to 
the said Suitors for their debts, and before the 
admission of Mark Thurston, esq-, into the said 
office of one of the Masters of the Court of 
Chancery, did, by colour of his office of Lord 
Chancellor, illegally, corruptly, and extorsively, 
insist upon, take, and receive, of and from the 
said Mark Thurston, the sum of 5,250/. or some 
other great sum of money, in consideration of 
and for the admitting him into such office of a 
Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Mark Thurston should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which said 
office touches and concerns the administration 
and execution of justice in the said Court : and 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance and execution 
of the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or in 
pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 
of the same infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear the said Mark Thurston into 
the office of one of the Masters of the said 
Court of Chancery, in breach and violation of 
his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great 
trust in him reposed, contrary to the duty of 
his office, and against the good and wholesome 
laws and statutes of this realm. 

Article IX. 

" That whereas Thomas Bennet, esq. in or 
stbout the month of August in the tenth year of 
his Majesty's reign, was possessed of an office 
in the Court of Chancery, called " The office 
ctf Clerk of the Custodies," for the term of his 
life, by virtue of his Majesty's Letters Patents 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, which 
office is an office of trust in the said Cou(t, in 
the gift and disposal of the crown, by grant 
under the Great Seal, arfd concerns the writing 
and making Commissions to inquire of ideots 
and lunatics, and the process thereupon, and 
Letters Patents for the custody of the bodies of 
ideots and lunatics, and the keeping, entering, 
«nd transcribing orders, reports, and accoropts, 



made and declared touching ideots- and luna- 
tics, and their estates in the said Court of Chan* 
eery; and the said Thomas Bennet having 
agreed with Hugh Uaroersley, esq. to resign that • 
said office, in order to obtain hit Majesty's 
royal grant of the said office to the said Bvg& 
Hamersley, the said Thomas earl of Maccle** 
field, being then Lord Chancellor of Great Brk 
tain, did refuse to permit or accept of such re*% 
signation, until the said Thomas Bennet had 
agreed to pay unto the said Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield, or unto his use, 105/. or some; 
other sum of money, as a consideration for the* 
same; and, by colour of his office of Lord* 
Chancellor, did, illegally, corruptly, and .ex- 
torsively insist upon, take, and receive, of and 
from the said Thomas Bennet, the said 105/. or 
some other sum, for and in consideration of 
the permitting and accepting such surrender of 
the said office, in order to and for the obtaining 
and procuring a new grant of the said office to 
the said Hugh Hamersley ; and, in pursuance 
thereof, the said Thomas earl, of Macclesfield,, 
then being Lord Chancellor, and one of the 
Lords Justices of this kingdom during his Ma* 
jesty's absence, did accept, or cause to be duly 
accepted, the resignation of the said Thomas 
Bennet of the said office ; and, by his interest 
and recommendation, did obtain and procure, 
his Majesty's royal warrant for preparing and, 
passing his Majesty's grant of the said office* 
under the Great Seal, to the said Hugh Ha- 
mersley, for the term of his life ; which grant 
afterwards, in or about the month of Septem- 
ber in the tenth year of his Majesty's reign, did 
accordingly pass* the Great Seal, then in the 
custody of the said earl, for which all the usual 
and accustomed fees were paid, over and be- 
sides the said 105/. in great deceit of the 
crown, in breach, and violation of his oath as 
Lord Chancellor, and of the several great trust* 
then in him reposed, contrary to the duty of 
his office, and against the good and wholesome 
laws and statutes of this realm, 

• Article X. 

"That the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, did illegally and corruptly or- 
dain, name, and make, divers other officers and 
ministers of his Majesty, for gift and brocage; 
and did likewise illegally and corruptly sell 
divers other offices, touching and concerning 
the administration and execution of justice in 
the Court of Chancery, to several persons, for 
divers great, sums of money, which the said 
earl did receive from the said persons for their 
respective admissions into such offices, and be* 
fore they were admitted thereunto, and in order 
that the said persons should have, exercise, and 
enjoy the fame, in great breach of the trust in 
him reposed, and of his oath as Lord Chancel- 
lor, contrary to the ' duty of his office, and 
against the laws and statutes, of this realm. 

Article %L 

« That the said Thomas earl of Macdet-. 
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field, wttrtst be continued hi the Office of Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, in order to ad- 
vance and increase the illegal and corrupt gain 
Arising to himself from the sale and disposal of 
the offices of Masters of the Court of Chancery, 
in violation of the great trust reposed in him 
for the care and protection of the suitors of the 
said Court, whose mdney and effects were; by 
orders of the said Court, lodged in^tlie hands of 
the Masters of the Court of Chancery, did ad- 
mit several persons to the said offices of Mas- 
fers'of the said Court of Chancery, who, at the 
time of such their admissions, were of small 
substance and ability, very unfit to be trusted 
with the great sums of money and- other ef- 
fects of the suitors of the said Court, lodged in 
thfcir hands by the orders of the said Court; 
find, did publiely, in open Court, when he sat 
there as Lord Chancellor, falsely represent the 
smid persons, so by him admitted to the offices 
of Masters of the said Court of Chancery, as 
persons of great fortunes, and in every respect 
qualified for the trust reposed in them, to the 
-manifest deceit and injury of the suitors of 
the said Court. 

Article XII. 

u That, wbHst the said Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfield exesuted the said office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, an unjust and fraudulent method was 
practised in the Court of Chancery, upon the sale 
of the offices of Masters Of the said Court, aud 
upon the admissions of new Masters ; that the 
prices, or sums of money agreed to be paid for 
the purchase of the said offices* and for the ad- 
missions thereunto, were satisfied and paid out 
of the monies and effects of the suitors of the 
Court, deported jn the hands of the respective 
Masters surrendering their offices, or dying, 
either by way of retainer of the purchase- 
money in the hands of the Master resigning, or 
of replacing the money disbursed fur such pur- 
chase or adinis'sion by the succeeding Master, 
but of the moire> and effects of the suitors 
coming into his hands ; by which practice, the 
price, anti value given upon the sale of the said 
offices and admissions thereinto, during the 
time aforesaid, were greatly advanced ; aud 
several persons of small ability and substance 
were encouraged to contract for the said 
Offices upon a prospect of the easy method of 
paying for the purchase of the same ; by 
meaps whereof great deficiencies have in- 
curred in the offices of several Masters of the 
said Court, admitted by the said Thomas earl 
of Macclesfield, which they have not been able 
to answer and make good : and although the 
said practice was notorious'and public, and the 
said earl was well informed thereof, and fully 
acquainted therewith ; yet the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, in order to increase his 
own unjust and corrupt profit in the selling the 
said offices and the admissions thereto, (which, 
in consequence of this evil practice, was raised 
and received by hint out of the effects of the 
suitors for whom he was intrusted), did not, 
at any time whilst lie continued in his office 



of!Lord Chancellor, use or take aoy mea*ores 

to reform the said abuse, or to -prevent -'tis*) 
same, either by causing proper schedules til 
be taken of the money and effects of the set* 
tors delivered over and transferred, «or by ap* 
pointing any person in his behalf to inspect or 
supervise the transfers or deliveries thereof, 
or in any other manner ; but, on the contrary 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, unjustly*, 
corruptly, and contrary to the duty of his said 
office of Lord Chancellor (to whom the super- 
intendence of the said Masters and of their ac- 
compts did appertain) did suffer the said frau- 
dulent practice to proceed and be exercised, 
without any controul or check, whereby great 
embezzlements have been made of the suitors' 
money and effects, to their great loss, in the 
Offices of several Of the Matters of the said 
Court, who have not been able to answer and 
pay th*ir respective balances owing upon theit 
accompts, in breach of the trust Teposed in 
him for the preservation of the estates and 
effects of, the suitors, to the dishonour and dis* 
credit of the said Court, and to the great injury 
and defrauding of the said suitors, in a Court of 
equity established for their relief and protec- 
tion. 

Article XIII. 

" That Fleetwood Dormer, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, having em* 
bezzled great part of the money and effects be- 
longing to the suitors of the said Court, with 
which he was intrusted by the said Court, and 
disposed of the same for his own private ad- 
vantage, by means whereof there became, and 
still continues, a great deficiency in that office, 
to the amount of 25,000/. or some other 
great sum ; and the said Fleetwood Dormer 
having absconded, and for some lime absented 
himself, application was made to the said earl 
of Macclesfield, then Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, to secure the person of the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer* and to take proper methods 
for compelling the said Fleetwood Dormer to 
make satisfaction to the suitors for the money 
and effects which .he bad so embezzled; yet 
the said earl, from an apprehension that a pub- 
lic discovery of the said deficiency might lessee 
the unjust gain he proposed to make to him- 
self by selling and disposing of the said offices 
of Masters of the said Court, neglected and de- 
clined either to secure the person of the said 
Fleetwood Dormer and his' estate and effects; 
or to make a proper inqniry into the said defi- 
ciency ; but, on the contrary, the said earl # 
whist he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, did endeavour, by many* indirect prac- 
tices, to conceal from the suitors of the Court 
the true state and condition of the said office, 
as well with respect to the effects of the said 
Fleetwood Dormer, as to the debt due from bint 
to the suitors of the Court j and upon morion 
made in the said Court of Chancery {after the 
said earl knew that the said Fleetwood Dormer 
had so absconded), on behalf of some of the 
suitors of the Court, to have their effects trans- 
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said Masters, and thereby oblige (hem to con* 
tribute great sums of money towards answer- 
ing the Remands that should from time to Urn* 
be made upon the said office ; fyr which pur- 
pose, be the said earl did at seveal times re* 
present, or cause to be represented, to the said 
Masters, " That, if they refused so to do, tba 
money and effects of the suitors viould betakeu 
out of their hands, and! the said Rasters depriv- 
ed of making any profit of the saae by which 
practices, the said earl being thjn Lord Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain, by color of his autho- 
rity, did persuade and induce nne of the Mas* . 
ters of the said Court of Ghaocfry to pay 500/. . 
each for the purpose. aforesaid Jeveralof whom 
paid the same out^ of the mofey or effects of 
the suitors in their hands ; buf after such pay- 
ments, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
did not oblige the said Masters to deliver in 
their accounts in pursuance pf such his said 
order. ' [ 

Article XV2 

u That Elizabeth Chitty, wjlow, having db* 
tained an Order of the Courtff Chancery, on 
or about the 27th of Marcnn the 10th year 
of his present .Majesty's reii, made by the 
said Thomas earl of Maccleseld,: then Lord 
Chancellor, whereby Henry 4 wards esquire, 
one of the Masters of the sait Court of Chan- 
cery, who succeeded Fleetwot) Dormer esquire 
in the said office, was order £ to pay her the 
sum of 1,000/. part of the sua of 10,000/. or 
other great sum of money, Jrmerly paid into 
the hands of the said Fleetwod Dormer as a 
Master of the said Court r ani)y the said Order 
mentioned to be then in tbjbands of the said 
Henry Edwards ; and the sal ftenry Edwards 
complaining to the said ear! " that the mak- 
ing orders upon him to pay&oney, which had 
_been received by the said F^wood Dorjner, 
was a very great hardship ipon him the said 
Henry Edwards, in regard be' had not artjr 
money, or effects in his bans to answer such 
demands :" the said earl of Ifaccjesneld, being 
then Lord Chancellor, in furner prosecution of 
his unjust and corrupt purposes, did, by colour - 
of his authority, endeavour u yevail with the 
Masters of the said Court of Can eery to 'raise 
the said sum of 1,000/. out offbeir effects, by 
representing to them, « that discovery of the 
deficiency in the said office jghroccasion a 
parliamentary or public inquif into the nature 
and condition of their office^and hazard the 
forfeiture of the same, by re^on of their hav- - 
ing bought their offices, contrfy to law, which,, 
the said Earl then declared, fould affect him, 
but themselves much more ;")or to that effect : 
But the said Masters refusing to raise the said 
sum of 1,000/. the said earl f Macclesfield did 
order his secretary, Peter Cftiogham esquire, r 
to pay the said 1,000/. ; wty in pursuance of. . 
the said'teaiTs direction^infr about the month 
of July 1724, did pay the sa|e to As can Chris- .* 
topher Lochman, frn\ the ir of the said Eliza- 
beth Chitty ; and the said Sri of Macclesfield,; . 
upon application made to hp by the said Ascau , 



lerred from the said Fleetwood Dormer to some 
other Master, "for the better securing thereof, 
the said earl of Macclesfield, in order to delude 
the suitors of the said Court into a belief that 
their effects were safe, and thereby to prevent 
a public inquiry, then sitting as -Lord Chancel- 
lor, in open court, did say, "That the said 
parties, need not be in haste and did at the 
" same time falsely and deceitfully declare, 
*V That the said Fleetwood Dormer was only 
to take the air in the . country ; and that he 
would return in a little time, and all would be 
well j" or to that effect. 

Article XIV. 

44 That 4he said Fleetwood Dormer having, 
towards satisfaction of the suitors of the said 
Court, assigned to Henry Edwards esquire (who 
succeeded him in his office of Master of the 
said Court of Chancery) a debt of twenty-four 
thousand and forty-six pounds, four shillings, 
or some 'Other great sum, due, from* William 
Wilson a banker, to the said Fleetwood Dor- 
mer, to the intent that the money received on 
account thereof should be applied and disposed 
of as the said Court of Chancery should order 
and direct; the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, for the unlawful purposes afore- 
said, without regard to the interest of the said 
suitors, by colour of bis office, did, in an un- 
warrantable, clandestine, and unusual manner, 
authorize, direct, and establish, a precarious 
and trifling composition with the said William 
Wilson, upon the terms of the said William 
Wilson's paying the sum of 1,463/. 2«. Id. and 
assigning ten thousand pounds, part of a debt 
•of 22,060/. 12;. 5d. pretended to be due to the 
•aid William Wilson from Edward Poulter, or 
to that effect, in discharge of the said debt; 
and to that end, upon the report of John Hie- 
cocks esquire, then one of the Masters of the 
aaid Court, without any attendance .ordered or 
had thereupon, and without notice to' the said 
Suitors* did, by a private order, not made in 
opeu court, order the said Henry Edwards to 
accept of the said composition, in full discharge 
of the said debt; which said Edward Poulter 
v*as a person insolvent, and has since abscond- 
ed for debt; and none or but a very small part 
of the said 10,000/. has been, or is ever likely 
to. be, received. 

Article XV. 

« That the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, to carry on his corrupt and unjust pur-« 
poses, and to conceal the deficiency that was in 
the office of the said "Fleetwood Dormer, -did, 
in or about the month of February in the year 
of our Lord 1720, order the several Masters of 
the said Court of Chancery to bring in their ao 
compts of the cash, effects, and securities, in 
their hands, belonging to the suitors of the 
Court ; not with a design of examining their 
accouuts, or securing the estate , and ejects. of 
the aukors, but with an intent to terrify the 
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Christopher Loch man for payment of the said 
money, did acquaint him, " That he the said 
Earl had givjn directions to his secretary for 
payment of hat sum ;" but, at the same time, 
declared to the said Ascan Christopher Loch- 
man, " Tha: he the said Eart believed this 
would be thf last payment she was like to re- 
ceive out oi. the said money paid into*, the 
hands of thesaid Fleetwood Dormer ; for the 
residue thereof was in great danger of being 
lost, by reasoi of the deficiency in the effects 
of the said Feet wood Dormer," or to that ef- 
fect. Notwitlstanding all which proceedings 
in this and theseveral other Articles mentioned, 
upon a motiomnade in the Court of Chancery, 
before the sail Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
then Lord Chancellor, on or about the fifth day 
of December 1st, in a cause there depending, 
between Jane Harper plaintiff and Thomas 
Case and othes defendants, relating to the 
sum of 260/. o some other sum. deposited in 
the hands of th said Fleetwood Dormer before 
his absconding,ind which was then apprehend- 
ed in great danpr of being lost, the said Thomas 
earl of MaccUfield, then sitting in court as 
Lord Chancellc, did, publicly, falsely, and de- 
ceitfully, declne, " That he had beard there 
was a deficienc in the office of the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer ;but that he the said earl knew 
nothing of it, oly as public news," or to that 
effect ; and thenipon did order, that the said 
Henry Edwardghould examine in what man- 
ner the said 90/. were deposited with the 
•aid Fleet woodDormer, and whether there 
was likely to be* loss of any, money deposited 
with the said Fletwood Dormer. 

ATrCLE XVIL 

" That, notvthstanding the said earl of 
Macclesfield wd knew that there was a very 
great deficiency wd loss by the failure of the 
•aid Fleetwood Dormer, and that the said 
Henry Edwards, his successor, had ' not suffi- 
cient in hit hnds to pay the whole money 
due to the siitor of the Court, that had been 
received by he said Fleetwood Dormer, on 
their account y<t the said earl of Maccles- 
field, being Lrd Chancellor, in order to carry 
on his unjustdesigns of concealing the said 
deficiency, an to prevent any public inquiry 
that might aris from the just complaint of the 
•tutors of the laid Court, did, from time to 
time, in maniftt and wilful violation of the 
trust reposed iubim, make orders on the said 
Henry Edward, for payment of the money 
belonging to sevral particular suitors,whicb had 
been lodged in tie hands of the said Fleetwood 
Dormer ; in obdience to which orders, several 
sums were paid, without regard to, or consi- 
deration of, the proportion which the rest of 
the suitors were mtitied to, out of the effects 
of the said Fleet woodDormer; whereby many 
of the said suitors lost the benefit of their pro- 
portionable share to which in justice they 
were entitled. 



Article XVIII. 



" That the said Thomas earl of Macdesfiekf, 
notwithstanding that he very well knew, and wis 
informed, that the Masters of the said Court 
did, or that it was in their pdwer, from time ts 
time, and at their pleasure, to dispose of and 
employ the money and effects belonging to the 
suitors of the said Court, which were eRtrastei 
with them respectively ; and more particularly, 
that the deficiency appearing in the office sf 
Fleetwood Dormer, esq , one of the Masters of 
the Court of Chancery, was chiefly occasioned by 
his the said Fleetwood Dormer s having takeia 
upon himself unduly to dispose of and employ 
the money and effects belonging to (the suitors 
of the said Court, which were entrusted in his 
hands ; and notwithstanding that, soon after 
the said Fleetwood Dormer became insolvent, 
it was represented and proposed to the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, then Lord Chan* 
cellor of Great Britain, in order to prevent 
for the future any losses that might happen 
to' the suitors of the said court, " that the seve- 
ral effects and secuities belonging to the suitors 
should be placed out in such manner, as that 
the power of disposing, employing, or in any 
manner trading with the same, might be totally 
taken a* ay from the said Masters ; for the ef- 
fecting of which just design, a particular me- 
thod was laid before the said Earl; and it was 
also further proposed, " that the said Masters 
should give some reasonable security to answer 
the balance of such cash as should from time 
to time, be in their hands;" and, notwith- 
standing the said Earl was credibly informed, 
that the sufficiency of some other of, the said 
Masters was very much suspected, yet. the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, whilst he was 
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, contrary 
to the duty of his office, and thereby proposing 
to make unlawful gain to himself by the dispo- 
sal and sale of the offices of Masters of the 
said Court of Chancery, and in order to induce 
persons to give him, the Said Earl, a greater 
price or reward for their heing admitted to the 
same, did not require or demand any security 
whatsoever to be given by any of the said Mas- 
ters, upon their being admitted to their offices, or 
at any other time ; and the said Earl, with the 
same corrupt view and intention, and to keep 
up the price of the said offices, totally neglected 
to enquire into the accompts of the said Mas- 
ters, and did fraudulently, unjustly, and in 
breach of the trust reposed in him, permit and 
encourage the Masters of the said Court to 
employ and traffic with large sums of money 
belonging to the suitors of the said Court, and 
to make interest thereof, for their own unjust 
gain and profit ; and the said Earl, after such 
proposal made to him as aforesaid, or at any 
other time during bis continuance in the said 
office, did not take any care that the effects of 
the said suitors should be placed out in such 
manner as to prevent the Masters from traffick- 
ing therewith, or that the said Masters should 
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'give such security as was proposed ; by means 
whereof, great deficiencies, to the amount of 
many thousand pounds, have been, through 
•each default of the said Earl, occasioned in tie 
offices »f several other of the Masters, to the 
.great loss and injury of the suitors of the said 
.Court. 



Article XIX. 

. > u That whereas his most sacred Majesty, 
iout of his, fatherly goodness to his people, did, 
in or about the month of November last, direct 
An inquiry to be made into the accounts of the 
-Masters of the said Court of Chancery, to the 
intent that proper methods might be taken for 
the security of the suitors of the said Court; 
ihe said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
then Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and 
one of his Majesty's most honourable privy 
council, in order to obstruct the same, and to 
prevent a parliamentary inquiry into the state 
and condition of the offices of the said Masters, 
m breach of the several great trusts reposed in 
him, did give advice and encouragement to the 
Yaid Masters, to assist and supply each other 
with money and effects ; and did represent to 
the said Masters, " That it would be for their 
honour and service, to appear able and suffi- 
cient; and that, if they made a bold stand 
now,' it aright prevent a parliamentary en- 
^airy; 9 * or to that effect; and did persuade 
several of them to make false representations 
of- their circumstances to bis Majesty, by add- 
ing a subscription to their respective accounts, 
delivered to the said Earl, to be laid before his 
Majesty, to the effect following; (videlicet,) 

~ 4t That they were able to answer the money 
and securities in their hands, and were willing 
to pay the same to such persons as were entitled 
thereunto;* although the said Earl knew, or had 
good reason to believe, that several of the Mas- 
ters were not then able to answer the balance 
of their accompts, nor are tbey yet able to 

'satisfy or make good the same ; and when the 
said Masters were afterwards required to pro- 
duce the cash and effects of the suitors in their 
hands, some of the said Masters accbrding to 
such advice and encouragement given by the 
•aid Earl, did supply others of them with cash 
and effects, to make, a false show and appear- 

. amce of their ability and readiness to answer 
the balance of their accompts. 

Article XX. 

" That the said Thomas Earl of Maccles- 
. £eld, whilst he continued in the office of Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, in breach of the 
trust reposed in him, and contrary to the duty 
of his office, did, at several times, borrow and 
receive, of some of the Masters of the said 
Court, several great sums of the money belong- 
ing to the suitors of the said Court, deposited 
in the .hands of such Masters, and did make 
, use thereof for his own private service and 
advantage, so long as he nad occasion for the 



Voi* VUL 



' Article XXI. 

" That the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, did, in an illegal and arbitrary man- 
ner, extend the power and autbc/k\ of Lord 
Chancellor and of the Court of Chancery, be- 
yond their lawful and just boonds; and did ar- 
bitrarily and illegally assume to himself, as 
Lord Chancellor, and by colour of his office, an 
unjust and unlimited power of dispensing with, 
suspending, and controlling, the statutes of this 
realm, made for the security and preservation 
of the estates and properties of the subjects of 
this kingdom, to the great oppression of the 
suitors of the said Court, in subversion of the 
laws and statutes of this realm, in manifest . 
breach and violation of the rights and libertiea 
of bis Majesty's good subjects, and of his own 
most solemn oath as Loru Chancellor of Great 
Britain; and more especially, when Francis 
Tysseu, esq. deceased, being seised and pos- 
sessed of a real estate of the value of 3,000/. 
per annum, or some other great annual value, 
did, by his last will .and testament in writing 
duly executed, in or about the month of Octo- 
ber, 1717, give and devise all his said real es- 
tate to the child his wife was at that time en- 
seint with (if Such child should be a son), for 
his life, without impeachment of waste, with 
remainders to the first and other sons of the 
said infant in tale male ; and did likewise, by 
such will, expressly nominate and, appoint his 
the said testator's wife, Rachael Tyssen, to be 
the guardian of all his children during their re- 
spective minorities, if she should so long con- 
tinue a widow ; and- the said Francis Tyssen 
soon after died, leaving one daughter and the 
said Rachel his^ widow with child ; after whose 
decease, the said Rachel was delivered of such 
child, being a son, afterwards named Fraud? 
John Tyssen ; in whose right, by virtue of the 
said will, and of the statute made in the ldth 
year of the reign of king Charles the second, 
intituled, ' An act for the taking away the 
' court of wards and liveries, and tenures in 
< capite and by knights' service, and purvey* 
' ance, and for settling a revenue upon his Ma- 
' jesty in lieu thereof,' the said Rachel Tyssen 
did lawfully take into her care and custody her 
said infant sou, and the estate so devised to 
him, or was willing and endeavoured so to do, 
and to undertake the management of his said 
lands and tenements for his best advantage, 
and demeaned herself therein without any mis- 
behaviour : Yet the said Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfield, being then Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, under colour of his office and autho- 
rity, did, by several orders made by him in the 
months of January and February in the filth 
year of his Majesty's reign, or in one of them, 
illegally and arbitrarily, and in direct contra- 
vention of the Statute made in that behalf, re- 
move and exclude the said Rachel Tyssen, the . 
guardian of the said infant, and also John Ni- 
cholas, esq. (a person of good substance and 
ability, nominated by (be said Rachel 7y*$en 
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to be receiver of the rents arid profits of the 
said infant's estate, and approved by Robert 
Holfofd, esq. one of the Masters of the said 
Court, for that purpose, and who had given 
sufficient security for the due ekecotioo of his 
Said trust) from the management and receiver- 
ship of the said infant's estate ; and did, by such 
orders, unduly and injuriously nominate and ap- 
point Robert Ddyley, esq. a creature and con- 
lidant of his own, and a person altogether unfit 
arid unqualified for Mb great a trust, to be re- 
ceiver of the rents and profits Of the Said in- 
fant's estate, and to have a salary for the same, 
With a power to let such part of the saW estate 
as was or should become Untenanted, with the 
approbation of the said Robert Hblfbrd; al- 
though the said Rachel Tyssen dfd expressly 
object unto and oppose such appointment of 
the said Robert Doyley, and did insist to have 
the benefit and exercise of her right In that re- 
spect, as the guardian appdinted and entrusted 
by, ber late husband ; and the -said Itobert 
Doyley, after he was so admitted into the said 
receivership, did for several years receive We 
vents am) profits of the said infant's estate, to 
the amount of about idjOOOf. or other great 
fum, and in his life-time did embeate anfl con- 
vert to his own use great part thereof ; and Hi 
or about the mdoftb Of November, lf$S, tHefl 
insolvent, and indebted to the said infant and 
his estate/ in rbesutn of 2,6d0f. or other great 
bt>m, i/pon the balance of his *c<*tnY>t, no part 
whereof has hithert6 Been satisfied or paid: 
And the said Thomas earl of MacclesfieW, in 
further abuse of his power, and bi contempt of 
the laws and statutes 6f this realm, When, upon 
debate of the matter m the said Court of Chfcn- 
eety before the *aid earl, beitfg iften Lord 
Chancellor, in the month of January or Pes- 
Irfonry m the fifth year of his Majesty's reign, 
or in one of them, it fras insisted op^n, ih bW- 
iaif of the said Rachfel TysSen, by her counsel 
of great ability and experience in the said 
Court, i That such the proceedings df the saifl 
« earl as;Lord Chancellor, Were a reviving the 
« power of the Court of Wards, arid Were Hot 

• supported or warranted bv any precedent in 
•the Court of Chancery ne the said Thomas 
"earl of Macclesfield, then sitting m the Ctfurt 
in Lord Chaticeltot, did riot ohfy persist ih 
such his appointment of the Said Robert i)oy- 
ley, but did also aHfltf&tily* and in defiance of 
the said good and berteflcfnl statute, say ttttti 
declare, in open Coiirt, * That then he Would 

• make a; precedent in that instance ;' or he 
the said earl declared and expressed Himself to 
that enVctV Which aotmgs, proceedings, dnd 
declaYations'of the said 'etui, have Wen ami 
wejre not only Very jnjuridus awl prejudicial to 
the right and interest of the said Rachel TySseh 
as guardian, and to the great damage and loss 
of the inftjnt Francis John Tyssen, and a noto- 
rious Violation of property ; but were also 'a 
dangerous exercise of illegal- and arbitrary 
^>ower, to the destruction df the lawY and cdn- 
stitutibtt of this realm, in rna^festbrelch of his 
oath as WlCfhe^cellbr^iM'ih |r%at abufe t>f 
his authority. 



« Arid the s*M knights* dtim*, *** hwr* 
(esses, by protestation, saving to thesneeHts 
the liberty 6f exhibiting, at any time h e r e aft er , 
any further Alleles, or other Accusation or 
Impeachment, against the said lberaas earl of 
Macclesfield, and also of replying \9 his An- 
swers which he shall make unto the said'-AniL 
cles, or any of them, and of offering proof to 
all and every the aforesaid Articles, and to all 
ant) every other Articles* tnipftaenmetrtt ox Ac- 
cusation-, which shall be eambfte* by the«D> as 
the case shall according CO the eduVse of par- 
liament require, do pray, that the said ThotaMt 
earl of Macclesfield may be put to ans%%v tbe 
said Crimes and Misdemeanors ; and Hurt stick 
proceedings, ekaVniaationi, trials, and judg- 
ments, may be thereupon had and feivfety at \ 
agreeable to law and j ustice." 

Which being entfeV! ; 

The earl of ttfttcctesfleld desired is eopy 
thereof might be delivered t6 fohn | mild 
He woutfl put in his Answer as soon as he 
couM. And then bis lordship oVsired, Uttk 
Mir. Reeves, Mr. Lm*a¥d, Mr. lfcoby%ns, and 
Mr. fitrttage, might he assifctied Miss for his 
eouhsel.— Ordered accovdidg^. 

TfeE Earl 6* MxceL«sFft£b'* Atsfm 
to T»te AaticLtso* ItfiwaccTttftrr.] April tt. 
The Earl of Macclesfield presented CO tie 
House of Lords Ms Answer m the Articles ef 
Impeachment erfribited *g*imt him by the 
House of Cdmtfions: Whicb Was Vttuf, Hi 
follows : 

« the ANSWER of THOMAS Earl of MAC- 
CLESFIELD, to the Articles exhibited by 
the knights, Citizens, and Bucgesses, in 
Parliament assembled, in the Name of 
themselves and of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Maintenance of their 
Impeachment against him for high Crimes 
and Misdemeanors sap posed to have been 
by him committed. 

" The Said Earl, saving to bfcmletf aH adtttn- 
thge of exeetirion to the *a« i^thftes, smd df 
ndt being prejw*h?ed hy an> wofds or front of 
form in this his Answer ; and also taring to 
bimse'lf fall benefit *ttd ftdvfcattge of thestctfbv 
the Kihfe's mdst ^rttiious, gebeVtti, and free 
pardon, herein after nientfoneii, aWI all rights 
and privileges belonging to him as one of the 
peers of this realm ? H&t Answer to the said 
articles, saith, That, he having for several 
yeWS atectufcd the Office of cbief justtec in the 
conVt 6f KingVbench, bte Mtofdsty. of bb 
royal pjrttce'antf fkvonr, wife pleased, 1 tbe feiA 
day of March 1V15, to advance the Said ^arl 
to the digttify of a peer of tit* vetdm, sM 
treated hkn baton of Macclesfield ; and, m 
regard CO his di^brrmttttcA at tbWt thne> wis 
further pleased, fi>r the better subpoVt Of dMt 
b««har, to^rant to the sard^atl ebvpensitfn ^f 
1^00/. per annum, in the Articles WfertfiotK*, 
payable at the receipt of the *»cbe^ttlr>t **** 
his Majesty was then likewise pleased 4b <*» 
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oj}ce of cohpi<Je#afc(e jn^nj. irneo a orqnej 
WKWHPtt nho«W-#rrs Tw» iotfabe$w 
pviqg of r4ej ?p, the year 1718, he tfa said eat) 
v*es, by bji Majesty's, great grace and £»vour 
eppqjntea* Ifprd ChaflccMpr of Great pritaio ; 
end was. sworn before tys Majesty, in couocij, 
tfa J4tij day of that m<wtfa when the fpUow-, 

SfauceUqr, administered to. him j ( J 

"Yqu, shaJl swear, 0at you shall well and 
truty serve oar sovereigp Jqrd the I£fog and 
hW peopjc, io tfa office of Chancellor pf Great 
Pritaiw ; and ypu shell d« ngpt to all mau- 
m* of R*°P>> PW «|*vd rich, after the laws 
and usages of tin's realm j aax) truly you shall 
counsel the King, and his counsel you shall 
lain and keep ; and you shall net know nor 
eusTtr the hurt or disheriting of the King, or 
that the Rights of the crown he decreased by 
any means, as far forth as you may lett ; and 
if you may not lett it, you shall make it deady 
and expressly 'known to the King, with your 
true advice and counsel; and that you shall 
do and purchase the King's profit in all that 
you may : Ail which yon shall do to the best 
of your skill and knowledge, as God shall help 
you/' 

*« And the said Earl at the same time took the 
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, but no oath 
•f office besides that above set forth; and the 
said earl doth admit that, during his continu- 
ance in the said office of Lord Chancellor, he 
did enjoy the usual salary, fees, and profits, 
belonging to such office; which, he says, are 
of much less annual value than they are ge- 
nerally (as he believes) esteemed to be ; and 
that his Majesty was pleased \o grant him the 
salary or allowance of 4000/. per ann. in the 
Articles mentioned, during such time as he 
•{maid continue to be Lord Chancellor : but 
{he fame is so far from being particular in the 
case of the said earl (as the said Articles would 
loeinaatfl), that it is no other than what hath 
been for many years past constantly granted 
to, and enjoyed by his predecessors in the said 
office. And the said earl doth likewise admit, 
that Vis Majesty did, of his royal grace and 
bounty, sign a warrant for payment of the sum 
of 14,000/. mentioned in the said Articles,, to the 
said earl, out of die receipt of the Exchequer ; 
whereof 8,000/. was the constant usual allow- 
ance from the crown to tfa Lord Chancellor, 
or Lord Keeper, for and towards the expenoes 
in entering upon the said office, and me re- 
sidue of the said 14,000/. over and above the 
usual fees and deductions upon payment thereof, 
was his Majesty's royal munificence to the said 
earl ; and the same was received by him ac- 
cordingly. And the said earl doth likewise, 
with the greatest gratitude, own, that about 
, the .same time, his said son being then of a 
proper age, and 4esiwus to go abroad to 
tunye), his Majesty was pleased to fcTant to the 
«#*J4 Qtftfge Pajfcer tfa pearly pensioa of 
tjml*m*W*Mt nf tfatejejnt ibeJE* 
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and the said Meoige pqrfar, determinable upon 
bis Majesty's granftnj to him the said George 
farter, in p^sseasip.n or reversion, the office 
pf pne of the Tellers of *fa Exchequer for lifia^ 
and hif coming into tfi* actual possession 
thereof | and whiffy the said far! likewise 
admit*, has been smc* granted tp his said 
son-: and tfat fa came into the actual posse*, 
sic* tfareqf, in or afaut Jfply if |j, whereby 
the said yearly pensjqn is p^te^njoedr And 
the sajd earl swb, Tb#> diiripg his continis- 
anc* m the said office of J-prd Chancellor, or 
at any other rin^e, fa never once had a design, 
or view, pr witj*, to raise to himself any exor- 
bitant gm Pr profit ; much {ess used, or ever 
lfa«gte of V**g> any BI W °r npptetsjvo 
methods to extort or qfetain any sum whatso- 
ever, as in the sai4 AfM** * ajiggested ; hut 
tnchvieva and practices are inconsistent with 
tfa wfale tenpr of bis life anf actions ; audio 
case it *fa)l fa tfaudit proper for the said 
earl to lay faftre spur lpr^sbipsao accempt of 
his estate and fortune, nan of the considerable 
spms of mpney fa has distributed for the relief 
and support of ftfter*, it will appear that fa it 
not such a dejknjng, avaricious, and oppres- 
sive man, as in tfa said Articles fa is represent- 
ed* And tfa said earl humbly hopes that ha 
tfall fa allowed, in this hi* Answer, to distin- 
guish between acts tfamselves, and the infer- 
ences drawn fjrpm them by the said Articles ; 
and that whenever fa admits any Act, he may 
not fa understood to admit that such fact wan 
fa fan done or commuted upon 8U oh motives, 
and with such designs, or in sac^majmer, as 
is suggested in the said Articles ; and with this 
jreservatipn, fa aoawareth as followeth t % 
way of general Answer to inch of the fiaid As- 
ticlos a§ relate to the making any present fas; 
persons admitted to the office of Masters in 
Chancery : the said earl doth say. That tfa 
same has been long used awl practised in the 
time of h» predecessor* in the said office ; anil 
that such presents have bean reckoned amongst 
tfa ancient and known perquisites of the Great 
Seal, and the making and accepting thereof 
has been notorious to aU (fa world, and never 
before Jonked upon tp be criminal, or com* 
plained of as such. And the said earl humbly 
bop**, that the giving or receiving of a present 
on such occasions is not criminal in itaelf, or 
by the common law of this realm ; ana* that 
there is not any act of parliament whatsoever, 
by which tfa same is made criminal, or subject 
to any punishment or judgment, which can be 
prayed in this prosecution. And the said earl 
thinks himself obliged humbly to lay tbisbefofle 
your lordships, not only in his own defence, 
but in yindUcaiion of the honour of eo manw 
great and excellent men who have been hss 
predecessors in the said o$oe, and have all 
along done the same for which the said earl is 
now campUroed of; and of others, having 
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tents in money upon the admission of the se^ 
veral and respective officers under them in se- 
veral courts of justice; and who, the saidf earl 
is assured, never apprehended themselves to be 
guilty of any crime against any the good and 
wholesome laws or Statutes of this realm. 

"To the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Articles ;' the said earl fur- 
ther saith, That, long before the 24th of July 
1721, he did admit and swear Richard God- 
frey, James Lightboun, John Borret, and Ed- 
ward Conway, esquires, into the offices of Mas- 
ters of the Court of Chancery : and every oue 
of them did,- freely and voluntarily, and of their 
•own accord, as former Masters had done to the 
predecessors of the said earl, send to the said 
earl a present upofi occasion of their respective 
admittances, which the said earl accepted : 
And that, after the said 24th day of July 1721^ 
he did admit and swear William Kynaston, 
Thomas Bennet, and Francis Elde, into the 
offices of Masters ef the Court of Chancery ; 
and saith, that every of the said persons last 
named did, freely and voluntarily, and of their 
own accord, in like manner, send a present to 
the said earl, upon occasion of their respective 
admittances: Bnt saith, That, it being pre- 
tended by the said Kynaston and Bennet, that 
Aey were by such presents disabled from an- 
' wering^so'much of the money due from them 
to the suitors of the court, he the said earl did, 
afterwards and before the impeachment, de- 
liver the present so sent him by the said Wil- 
liam Kynaston, being 1675/.- and also the pre- 
sent so sent him by the said Thomas Bennet, 
being tfce tike sura of 1575/. into the Court of 
Chancery, , in open court, to be applied for the 
benefit of the suitors, as die Court should di- 
rect ; and that the said earl retained of the 
present so sent him by the said Francis Elde, 
no more than the sum of 1850/. 

"VIII. To the Eighth Article ; the said 
Earl further saith, That, in July last, the office 
of one of the Masters of the said Court became 
vacant by the death of John Borret esquire, 
who died intestate, but whether solvent or not 
he cannot say ; bat, upon notice of bis death, 
the said earl did at first desire Richard Godfrey 
- esquire, one of the Masters of the said court, 
who had been very well acquainted with the 
•aid I^flr. Borret and his afiairs, and afterwards 
the said Mr. Godfrey and John Bennet esquire, 
another of the Masters of the said court, to in- 
quire into his effects, aud to take what care 
tney could about the same; who, after some 
inquiry, informed the said earl, " that they be- 
lieved there would be no deficiency ;" and se- 
cured a considerable part of the effects of 
the said Mr. Borret; and entered a proper 
caveat in the prerogative court, to prevent ad- 
ministration being granted to any persons who 
might embezzle the said Borret s estate ; and 
afterwards, at the request of the said earl, pro- 
ceeded so far as to obtain a sentence in the 
•aid prerogative court, for- administration to be 
grafted, for the benefit of the suitors of the 
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court, to them the said Mr. Bennet and Mr: 
Godfrey; which #88 afterwards, upon their 
waiving thereof, granted to Mr. Paxton, as the 
said earl believes : But the said Earl thought it 
proper and necessary to admit another Master 
in his place, to carry qn the business of the 
court, and to be entitled to demand the ef- 
fects of the suitors from the representative of 
the said Mr. Borret when one should be ap- 
pointed ; and therefore, about the 5th day of 
August last, did admit and swear Mark Thurs- 
ton esquire into the said office, vacant by the 
death of the said Borret ; and the said Earl 
admits the said Mark Thurston did, upon that 
occasion, freely and voluntarily, and of his own 
accord, send a present ; whereof 9,000/., and 
no more, were retained. 

" IX. In Answer to the Ninth Article ; the 
said Earl saith. That he believes Thomas Ben- 
net, esq., in this Article named, was possessed 
of the office of Clerk of the Custodies, in the 
Article described, and, that such office is in the 
gift and disposal of the crown, by grant under 
the great seal ; but denies that he did, at any 
time, insist upon the sum of 195/.> or any 
other sum of money, to permit or accept of the 
resignation of the said Thomas Bennet, or did 
refuse to permit or accept thereof until the said 
Thomas Bennet had agreed to pay die same, 
or any other sum on that account: But saitb, 
That although the said Office be usually granted 
by the crown, yet it has always been looked 
upon to be the right of the Lord Chancellors, 
or Lord Keepers, to recommend to that and 
other offices tinder the Great Seal, and to ap- 
prove and allow of the deputies to execute the 
same ; .and, upon such recommendations and 
approving of deputies, have accepted presents, 
and looked upon the same as their right. And 
further saith, That there have been two of such 
offices granted in his time , one of which ap- 
pearing to him to be a case wherein the party 
had suffered great hardship, the said Earl pass- 
ed the same without any present whatsoever, 
though the office be of considerable value ; the 
other was the case of Mr. Hamersley, in the 
Articles mentioned, in which the said Earl owns 
he did accept a present. 

" X. In Answer to the Tenth Article ; the 
said Earl saitb, The same is conceived in such 
general terms, that it is not to be expected he 
should give any particular answer thereto : 
However, he saith, That, during the whole time 
of his being Lord Chancellor, he never once 
took any money, present, or gratuity whatso- 
ever, for or upon account of the naming, makr 
ing, or admitting any officer whatsoever, 
other than before particularly named, except 
in the Cursitor's office, where he owns be has 
done as was done by all bis predecessors be* 
fore him. 

" XI. In Answer to the Eleventh Article; 
the said Earl saitb, That, the same not con- 
taining any particular charge, he apprehends 
himself not obliged to give any particular IM- 
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swer thereto; but however, in general, does 
say, That he never did admit any person into 
the office of a Master of the Court of Chaiteery 
out who was either known to be of substance 
and ability, and fit to be trusted in such office, 
or, upon n proper inquiry, very well recom- 
mended to him as such ; and whenever there 
have been 'several candidates, the said Earl has 
constantly given the preference to him that he 
thought would best discharge the office, and 
most for the honour of the Court, and the ad- 
Vantage of the sufrors ; and believes that he 
may, upon some ocsasions, have declared, 
" That he thought the then , body of Masters 
as good, with respect both to their estates and 
ability for discharge of the office, and their in- 
tegrity's had been at any time before or to 
that effect; and what hedid say to that puiv 
pose, he thought to be really true. j 

« XII. To. the Twelfth Article ; the said 
Earl saith. That if there was any such practice 
as is mentioned in the Article, of paying for the 
places of the Masters out of the money aud 
effects belonging to the suitors of the Court, he 
was totally ignorant of it ; but admits, that he 
did not, nor did any of his predecessors that 
ever he heard or believes, give any particular 
directions for schedules to be made of the money 
and effects of the suitors of the Court, to be de- 
livered over to the succeeding Masters ; but 
believes, that, in virtue of the general order of 
transfer, made of course upon ever^ admits 
tance, such schedules were made between the 
new Masters and their predecessors, or the re- 
presentatives of their predecessors ; and if the 
ill consequences in the Articles alledged bad- 
followed from such practice, or the not ordering 
such schedule, which he does not admit, he in- 
sists that the same could not render him 
criminal. . f * *» 

" XIII. In answer to the ISth Article ; the said 
Earl saith, " That after Christmas in the year 
1720, he was informed, " That the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer had withdrawn himself to Holland, 
where he then was ;" and thereupon the said Earl 
used all the properest methods- he could, for 
securing his effects ; and particularly directed 
Mr. Hiccocks and Mr. Rogers, the then two 
senior Masters of the Court, to make an in- 
quiry into his affairs and accompts, and to con- 
sider what would be most proper to be done : 
And the said Earl believes, that the said two 
Masters, in pursuance of the directions from 
the said Earl, did search the chambers of the 
said Fleetwood Dormer, in Lincoln's Inn, to 
see what books, accompts, or effects, could 
there be met with ; but found no account what- 
soever, nor any effects of value; and did put a 
stop to the transferring of the stock, then in 
the name of the said Fleetwood Dormer, in 
any of the public companies : And the said 
Fleetwood Dormer's person being thus out of 
reaeh, and his accompts and effects wholly un- 
known, except the stock, which could not be 
disposed of without his concurrence; a pro- 
posal was soma tiros after madt to the said 



Earl, " That the said Fleetwood Donner might 
have a pramise of his liberty from the said 
Earl ; and upon that condition he would coma 
over, and assign all his effects, and assist in 
getting them in, and settling and adjusting his 
accompts :" And the said Earl, seeing no other 
way open to get any thing for the suitors ; and 
being- made to believe that, if any deficiency 
should happen, the same would be made up by 
the other Masters ; did agree, that in case the 1 
said Fleetwood Dormer would come over, anc? 
make a full discovery of all his effects, and as-' 
sign die same for the benefit of the suitors, he 
the said Earl would allow him bis liberty on 
that condition, and not otherwise ; and the said 
Earl was soon after informed, That the said 
Fleetwood Dormer submitted to those terms,' 
and would very soon come over, and discover* 
and deliver up his effects : and the-snid Earl did 
not doubt but the whole debt upon the said Fleet-! 
woodDormer would be paid. And the said Earl 
saith, Tnat he doe* not remember that any 
any application was ever made tb him, by the 
said -Masters of the said Court, for any assist-* 
ance of the Court, touching the person or e£-, 
fects of the said Fleetwood Dormer, but what 
he granted, so far. as he thought it tended to 
the benefit of the suitors; and believes that ntf 
application was ever made to him by the suitors, 
or any of them, or any other, to secure the 
person of the; said Fleetwood Dormer, or for? 
compelling him to make satisfaction to the 
suitors. And tlie said Earl saith, That he 
never endeavoured to conceal the true statei 
and condition of the said office from the suitors 
of the court; nor did any of them apply, till 
very lately, to the said Earl to look into the » 
same. And further snith, That he remembers 
nothing of his ever using any such expression 
as is' charged in the said Article at any time 
before or after he knew that {he said Fleet* 
wood Dormer absconded. * 

"XIV. To the Fourteenth Article; the Earl 
saith, That Henry Edwards, esq. in this Article 
mentioned, succeeded; to the office of Mr. 
Dormer, about the 18th day of May 17fcl; 
but, by reason of the disorder the said office 
was then under, and the great danger of a 
loss therein, the earl had given tip and quitted 
all the advantage which might accrue to him 
upon the disposal thereof, and left it entirely 
to the other Masters to raise what money they 
could thereby: which was agreed to* be all ap- 
plied towards making good any deficiency, or 
loss, which might happen to the suitors of the 
Court concerned in that office ; and thereupon 
the sum of 5,000/. was raised, by the disposal 
of the said office to Mr. Edwards, and was ap- 
plied accordingly : And the said earl believes 
the debt from William Wilson, in this Article 
mentioned, was assigned by the said Mr. Dor- 
mer to the said Mr. Edwards in trust, and to 
the intent that he should pay, apply, and dis- 
pose ot the said debt, or such part thereof as 
should from time to time be by him got in and 
received nj and from the said William Viikpt, 
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i» such m**mt as the Court should order and 
direct, or to that effect; afttr winch said a* 
sjonmeateo made, the earl behaves that the 
laid Mr. Edwards used gr**t endeavours to 
obtain payment aad satisfaction of the said 
debt from Mr. Wilson; but, fading all hia 
endeavours fruitiest, and that tba aaid Wilson 
bad loan before stopped payment, and was io 
,no condition of paying hit creditor! the whole 
of their debts, but that be was willing and had 
fflfered to come to a competition, and to nay 
them in proportion the utmost he was able) 
the aaid, Mr. Edwards thereupon, about tba 
$0th day 'af June in the year of eur JLord 
t722, preferred his petition to "the said earl, as 
lord Chancellory setting forth in substance 
the, state of the case, as bet>re mentioned ; 
and praying, " That it might be referred to 
one of the Masters of the Court, to see if such 
Composition, so proposed by the said William 
Wilson, were for the benefit of the persons en* 
titled to receive the same;" and the same was 
accordingly, by order of the said earl, referred 
to Mr, ftiococki, the then senior Master of the 
Court, to inquire into, and make his Report 
therein , and about the 9§th day of July then 
next following, the aaid Mr. Hiccocks made 
bis report, " That the said William Wilson 
had, under his hand, in writing, proposed to 
assign over to the said Ma Edwards as a com- 
position for, and in full discharge of, the sum 
of nr., therein mentioned to be due 

and owing from him to the said Mr. Edwards 
as assignee of the said Mr. Dormer, the sum 
of 10,000/., part of'a large sum due to the said 
William Wilson from Edward Poulter of 
Hackney, gentleman, in this Article mentioned ; 
and to pay the said Mr. Edwards sa specie die 
sum of 1,46$/. fU. Id., over aad above tire sum 
of £60/. then already paid to the said Mr. 
Dormer, in part of the said composition; and 
that, upon consideration had ' of the circum- 
stances of the said William Wilson, and the 
aaid several matters, he was of opinion, that 
the accepting the said composition would be 
for the benefit of the person or persons eati* 
tied to receive the same.*' Upon wjbieb said 
report, the said Mr. Edwards, about the 3d of 
August then next, preferred another petition 
to the said earl, with the aaid report annexed; 
and thereby, expressly prayed the said earl to 
order him the said Mr. Edwards to accept of 
the said composition: Whereupon the said 
earl, tn a proper and usual manner, ordered 
the same as prayed. And the said earl said), 
That he was informed, and believes, that the 
said composition was made and agreed to, 
Upon n consultation of all or most of the Mea- 
ten> of ton said Court, who the said earl did 
believe, would use their best endeavours to get 
as much as tfcey could; and the said earl saith, 
be hath heard, aad behoves k to fee true, that, 
besides the l&Al. a$. Id., then paid daw®, 
there hath been stsoe got m by Mr. Edwards, on > 
account of the ssid debt J#cm Edward Fouler, 
the swra-of l##L or thereabouts* *od tft*t, at 
tfc»*mtf totted 



claimed b* Wilson from Boulter* wen a juj|t 
debt, and judgment at law has been sioee pit- 
tamed for 13,000/. part thereof ; and tba said 
Poulter was looked upon to be a subatam^d 
person, though, to avoid payment of the said 
Wilson's debt, which arose on account of thei* 
dealings in South Sea Stock and subscription* 
in the year 179Q, the said Poulter not only 
brought his ball in Chancery, but, after the 
same was dismissed, and that he was taken is 
executioa at Wilson's suit at common law, ht 
found means to make his escape out of the 
custody of the marshal of the court of King's 
Bench, and to get over to France ox Holland, 
where ho still continues, as the earl is in* 
formed) but he is likewise informed, tfoat, 
after the said escape, a commission of bankr 
ruptcy was taken put against.him by the said 
Wilson, upon which some effects wore rooor 
vered ; and likewise an action at law brought, 
and a verdict and judgment for 18,000/. mini 
upwards, obtained by the said William Wilson 
against the marshal, on account of the said 
escape; sad saith, he hath likewise been in* 
formed, that the said Edward Poulter, and the 
marshal have each of them offered consider- 
able sums of moaey, by way of composition for 
the said debt; bat the said WHson, from * 
persuasion of the abilities of the said Edward 
•Poulter to pay the whole, did at first refuse 
any composition with the said Poulter, and 
since hath been afraid to make any composi- 
tioo either with Poulter or the marshal : and 
what may be the consequence thereof with 
regard to the suitors of the Court, or what fur- 
ther sums of money may be recovered upos 
account of the said debt towards making them 
satisfaction, the earl saith, be cannot with any 
certainty take upon him to answer., 

<< XV. To the Fifteenth Article; the Earl 
saith, That, about the month of February in 
the year of our lord 1790, be gave orders tp 
his secretary, to write to the several Jrf asters 
of the Court of Chancery, to bring pa tfiesr aa- 
compts of the cash, effects, and securities, in 
their hands, belonging to tba suiters of the 
Court ; aad believes he did so ; but denies that 
the same was done with any unjust purpose, er 
with auy thought to terrify the said Masters tp 
make any contribution towards satisfying the 
demands upon the said office of Fleetwood 
Dormer: but believes, wfeaj they did contri- 
bute they paid feeely and voluntarily, and out 
of their own money; nod therein, as tba said 
earl believes, did no more than follow a p Deca- 
dent ofthe lie nature, on the fitnureof Dr. Edia- 
bury, formerly a Master pf the said Court. Aad 
the said earl saith, that bis real and whole in- 
tentjep, in calUn* for the said accompta, was 
tpuilbfm bimsnkvin the best manner ha eras 
able, of rthe state and condition of the several 
ohfees, aad thereby to be tba better able to 
mabe proper nsgulntjont concerning tbe nnmn: 
And tneratnre, though the said Article mem 
to i nsinuate as it the nailing -far the saisi nev 
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were prevailed on to contribute : the said earl 
saith, That afterwards and without toy regard 
thereto, he still continued to call tor the said 
Masters' acceropts : and, not finding them 
brought ia as he expected, be did, a boat the 
beginning of November following* "cause ano- 
ther letter to be sent to them, revoking them 
to bring in their actompts ; and^ by both the 
letters sent to them on that occasion, be di- 
retted. the partienfar method in whreh he would 
bate their acoompts made op ; but the said earl, 
being afterwards convinced how difficult and 
te&ovs a work it would be, and what obstruc- 
tion it would give to the business of the Court, 
and that at last it could not be depended upon 
with any certainty, was forced to lay aside that 
design) and to content himself with (going on 
in the same road Which bis predecessors had 
done; and humbly begs leave to observe, 
*hht what has been lately done wkh reject to 
the eccempt* of the said Masters* plainly shews 
the insuperable difficulties of sue* an under- 
taking. 

" XVi . To the Sixteenth Article J the Earl 
saith, That he believes that on or about the 
ITrh of March, 1793, snob order was made, as 
a the safci Article is mentioned, far Henry Ed- 
wafcfe, esq. to fat Etifeafcetfc Ohkty 1,000/. 
part of tfceWiuoey totosetly brought before 
Dormer % bat dees not remember chat the said 
Menry Edwards toade any complaint flwfreof 
to the said Earl; but feefcevet Mr. Edwards, 
not having then sufficient effects of Mr. Dor- 
titrfs in tois hands, revised payarent thereof ; 
arftd that in July Mowing, Mr. Loofctnao, in 
the Articles named, applied <howself to the said 
Earl several times and *in huery earnest tnen- 
ndr, to help the aaid Mrs. Chiwrttotbe said 
1,000/. ; ettedging, « That he the said Mr. 
iochwaa was to marry her \ *tfd that he had 
xttadfc a composition with his creditors, upon 
whidh 1,000/. was to be f>aid in * very short, 
time, Which he then mentioned • ana* that be 
the said Mr. Lochman was to have the said 
1,000/. tor. that purpose; and that rf be bad 
-it not by the tiraa, the composition wodki be 
void, and he should be utterly fumed f and 
at length the said earl, being greatly aioved by 
thapreasingimnortunitiesbfthe^aidXIr. Eoeb- 
mm j and by compassion for the very great 
distress In which he then appeared to be, did 
promts* to supply bim With the said 4*000/. 
-mn of his own ^oeket; and accordingly oM- 
teoted Mr. Cottiogbam, then his secretary, to 
Jfeyit, taking from tbesaid Mrs. Cbitty an-es- 
-tigaiaentof tbefeadftt of the said ortfet; and 
Relieves the same was done accordingly; ami 
that upon Mr. Lochhwin's : pressiog for a further: 
%*m for the said Mrs. Gbkty, fbrlie* own use, 
hthe aaid fin#m!grJt fell him, " That the said! 
^000/. was all «bat he roast eapeet from die: 
HRddifWl;* arid the^ttid 'Eari does not Relieve 
that hehad ant discourse with the 'said Was- 
tnre, aa^eiinade (hem to^ay <he%aid i^oooi. 
m Mt. Loohman. 

" AadiMtotbe-ta^branehOft^iaid Arti^ 



dej the said Earl sakb, That the fact wia* 
that one Jackman having, in the causa in tbfa 
Article mentioned, been confirmed the best 
purchaser of part of the estate of T. Harper, at . 
the price of 260/. So long ago as the 19th of 
December, 1717 ; and it being at the same , 
time ordered, " That the writings belonging to 
such estate should be delivered to his counsel, 
and that the tenants should attioura to him, on 
his bringing. Ins putehase-money before Mr. 
Dormer, then one of the Masters;" and the 
said money having been brought before the 
said Master the 24th day of December. 171?, 
and the tenants having attourned to Jackman ; 
but the conveyances not being then executed, 
though long before approved ; a motion was 
made in the Court of Chancery, before the 
said Earl, on the fifth day of December last, 
" That all parties might execute the convey* 
anoes, and the 260/. be paid to the plaintiff, 
towards satisfaction of a demand she bad out 
of the estate of the said Harper ;* and those 
that were to have the residuum of the said T. 
Harper's estate insisted, " Thai they were al- 
ways ready to join in the conveyances, if th* 
purchase-money were applied to d&chajge the 
rest of the estate ; that they were apprehensive 
of a deficiency of Mr, Dormer's estate; and 
therefore neither they nor the plaintiff ought to 
be sufferers by such deficiency, the delay hav* 
ing been occasioned by the purchaser, and not . 
by the plaintiff ; and therefore scrupled exe- 
cuting the deeds, unless upon payment of the 
money to the plaintiff, and discharging the rest 
of the-estate therefrom •* fend this, being tha 
first time that any question relating to Mr. 
Dormer's deficiency bad been laid before the 
Court by any of the suitors, Ihd said Earl tooit 
notice of its being so; and believes he might 
express birtuelf to this dffect, " That he had 
indeed heard of the Said Dormer^ deficiency ; 
but that it had never yet come judicially be- 
fore him, upon complaint of any of the suitor* 
of the Court;" and 'fimhen declared, " That 
if there should be any deficiency in hrs Office, 
several crrcumstances 'had eoneorred thereto, 
as Wilson's the banker's stopping payment, 
greatly indebted to him; Poulter's going away 
in Wilson Vdebt 18,000*. ano> upwards, softer ar 
vertltet and judgment at law, and Poofter In 
actual' execution for it; and that, as helmd 
heard, Wilson had then mt^y brought ah ac- 
tion of evcr/pe against the marshal, and reco^ 
vored awdict irgmrrtthim fot the like sum ; 
and how all these matters would at last dome 
out, the said* Earl said, be tlfd nbt know ;* or 
be expressed hinfself to that eftect, and no 
other ; and ftfe^pon Drtrered,^Thatit^houlil 
be referred to Mr. Edwafds, to examine whe- 
ther the said HZ80/. Was deposited with ftfr. 
Dormer irbr the benefit of arty particular per-' 
son, and whom^add what was the occasion of 
the tfelay, that the said conveyances were not 
executed, ami the 'said fcflOZ. rjurt?hase*monejr 
y pafd out, before the year 1730 ; and whetheV 
thete^was Mkeiy to be^ mssof any money de- 
posited 4 Wltb 4 the'taid Mr. Bofmer; and that 
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upon the Master's report, such further order 
ehouM be made, as should be just." And the 
said Earl hopes the said order was very proper 
and necessary ; and takes the liberty of repre- 
senting to your lordships, (bat this was after 
the accompts of the Masters had been J aid by 
the said Earl before the Lords of the Council, 
and had beeu for some time under the consi- 
deration of the judges and others, appointed by 
his Majesty to inspect the same. 

" XVII. To the Seventeenth Article ; the 
Earl saith, u That he never endeavoured to 
conceal the deficiency occasioned by Mr. 
Dormer's failure ; bur, as the said earl was 
under a full persuasion that the same would all 
in due time be made good ; and as Mr. Dor- 
mer's effects were coming in by degrees; and no 
application was made to him, by any of the 
persons concerned, to put a stop to or any res- 
traint upon the payments ; he did not think it 
incumbent upon hito, ex officio, to make a 
declaration of an average : And the said Earl 
*aith,' That be does not know that any order 
was made by him, for Mr. Edwards to pay any 
money that had been lodged with Mr. Dormer, 
except the order aforementioned 'in the case of 
Chitty ; but believes several orders have been 
made by the Court for that purpose ; and that 
the said Mr. Edwards, under a firm persuasion 
that the whole deficiency would be made good, 
£aid out the whole sums so ordered, so far as 
the money then in his hands would extend. 

"XVIII. To the Eighteenth Article, the 
said Earl saith, He never knew how the Mas- 
ters kept or disposed 4>f the money and effects 
belonging to the suitors of the Court ; and as 
he believes that after Dr. Edisbury's failure, the 
then Lord Chancellor, so he knows that after 
Mr. Dormer's misfortune the said earl, thought 
of several methods to prevent any inconve- 
nience upon the like accident for the future ; 
but they had both the same misfortune, not to 
bring any of them to such perfection, as to 
Venture to put them in practice. 

" That several proposals were made to him 
by the persons he consulted upon that occasion, 
but none that he believes, it will be held cri- 
minal not to have then established. Some 
things were proposed that he thought imprac- 
ticable, some insufficient, some inconsistent 
with tbat complete regulation he honed to 
make. The objects he proposed to himself 
were, to provide for whatever deficiency might 
happen in the office late of Mr. Dormer, to 
secure the > suitors from any future loss, and to 
make several regulations relating to the offices 
of the Masters; and be thought these would 
be best done , together ; nor had he perfected 
the scheme of any one of them to bis own sa- 
tisfaction ; he remembers no proposal, that he 
thought would take it totally out of the power 
of the Masters to dispose of the securities or 
effects, or effectually secure the cash. The 
said Earl admits, that he did not demand any 
security to be given!)? any of the said Masters 
»t the time of their admittance, because it had 



not been done by his predecessors, who were | 
much wiser men than himself ; nor was be so j 
much as asked, by auy of the parties interested, 
so to do : As to what the said Earl did with 
relation to the accompts of the said Masters, 
he bath already set forth ; and saith, That be 
gave no permission nor encouragement to . the 
masters of the court, to employ or traffic 
with the suitors money for their own gain or 
profit. He owns that with respect to the se- | 
curities in the bands of the Masters, be made , 
no general order ; and thinks it the less ma- | 
.terial, because, notwithstanding what is alledg- 
ed in the close of this Article, he believes ail 
the present Masters did, in December last, pro- 
duce all the securities in their hands, and the 
Court of Chancery hath since secured the same 
for the benefit of the suitors. | 

"XIX. To the Nineteenth Article; the 
said Earl saith, That, upon great consideration | 
of Mr. Dormer's deficiency, and of tbe^donger | 
there might be of further inconveniences wtfji 
relation to the money and effects in the hands 
of the Masters, and of several disputes and 
differences that bad arisen in the Court of 
Chancery, and of some applications of the said 
Masters for establishing them in their just { 
rights, and of some practices of the Masters 
which the said Earl thought ought to be re- 
formed ; be was convinced, that the same was 
a work of too great a consequence for him 
singly to attempt ; and, being highly sensible 
of his most sacred Majesty's paternal goodness 
to bis people, did presume humbly to beseech 
bis Majesty, as the fountain of justice, to de- 
pute some of his most honourable privy coun- I 
cil, to take the matters aforesaid into cooside- | 
ration, in order to the establishing, such, regula- ' 
tions, as might tend to the honour of that I 
high Court, and to the advantage of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects being suitors there; which re- 
quest his Majesty, out of his wonted goodness, 
was pleased to receive very graciously, and 
named several lords, and other honourable ' 
persons of his privy council, to be a Committee j 
to take the same into consideration ; apd, purr 
suant to bis Majesty's command, the said Com- 
mittee met, ana began with the accompts of 
the said Masters ; wherein the said Earl begs 
leave to appeal, to such of your lordships who 
attended in that Committee, whether be did 
not contribute to the utmost of bis power, to 
have every thing done which the said Com- 
mittee thought expedient ; And the said Earl 
saith, That be made all such orders as were by 
them judged requisite ; and so pressed the exe- 
cution thereof, that not only the acoompta, ef 
all the Masters then in being were brought in, 
but all the securities in all their bands ; and 
the cash of roost of them were actually lodged 
in the Bank of England ; and therefore the 
said Earl is greatly surprised to find himself 
charged with obstructing the taking those ac- 
compts which be had thus desired might be 
taken, and contributed to the taking of them 
with ail .bis power ; And the said Eari faith, 
1 , - » 
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That he never thought of preventing a par- 
liamentary inquiry, any otherwise than by 
making it unnecessary, and procuring to the 
suitors a full .redress of all their grievances, 
and rectifying whatever he found amiss ; and 
that he looked upon to be his duty; and begs 
leave to say it here once for all, in answer to 
all the several insinuations of that kind con-, 
tained in the Articles. 

" And the said Earl further saith, That, 
while the said Accompts were taking, every 
one of the said Masters declared over and 
over, " That they had effects sufficient to an- 
swer their whole accompts;" and the said Earl 
firmly believed the same to be true; and as all 
of them that he saw (which he believes were 
all^ or at least all but Mr, Kynaston) had told 
the said Earl, " That they were able to answer 
their accompts and when they brought their 
accompts to the said Earl, for him to lay be- 
fore the said Committee, Mr. Hoi ford had 
wrote under his accompt some declaration to 
that effect ; aud some others of them, as he 
remembers, had made use of some other ex- 
pressions, which he thought not so proper, and 
some, as he believes, bad wrote nothing (but 
he cannot distinguish the persons): And the 
said Earl thinking that, when the said accompts 
came to be laid before the Committeeof coun- 
cil by him, it would be proper that the same 
thing should be declared to the Committee, 
which had been said to him singly; he ad- 
vised them all to write the same words under 
their, accompts ; and did tell them, in great 
sincerity and friendship, "That, at a time when 
so many men's mouths were open against them 
as insolvent, it would be for their honour and 
interest to make it appear that they were able 
and sufficient, as he then believed them to be ;" 
but never thought of a contrivance to have 
them deceitfully appear or seem what they 
really were not; and he says, they -did then 
withdraw to make the subscription, or at least 
so many of them whose accompts were then 
ready, and soon after delivered them, to the 
said Earl, who carried them with him to the 
Committee of council, whither be was then 
going, without looking upon them ; but, upon 
reading them at the council, it was observed, 
that they had not all used the same words, 
having varied considerably ; but what any of 
the subscriptions were, he cannot take upon 
him to set forth.* 

/" And the said Earl further saith, That a 
subsequent order being made by the said Earl, 
for the said Masters to produce their securi- 
ties and their cash, before the persons ap- 
pointed to inspect their accompts, they made 
great complaint, that so many hundred thou- 
sand pounds should be required at so short a 
warning; and some of them, saying, " that • 
though they had effects sufficient, and could 
raise the whole if they had a little time," de- 
sired the said Earl to allow them further time 
for that purpose : But the said Earl saith, That 
he required them to bestir themselves, and raise 
it immediately, telling them, " that, siacethey 
Vol. V1IL 



had effects to give security, they might find 
friends to furnish the money ;" and believes he 
did say, " That some of their own brethren 
might perhaps be able to let them have money, 
till they could raise it another way." 

" But if any of them did supply others with 
cash or effects to produce, only to make a false 
shew and appearance of their ability and rea- 
diness to answer the balance of their accompts, 
the said Earl knows nothing of ir, and is *ure 
they had not the least encouragement from him 
so to do. 

"XX. To the Twentieth Article-; the said 
Earl saith, That it never entered" into his 
thoughts to make use of, nor did he ever make 
use of, any of the money belonging to the sui- 
tors of the court, for his own private advan- 
tage; but believes that, in December 1720, 
having occasion for the sum of 1,50(5?. and 
asking his secretary Mr. Cottmghain, " Whe- 
ther he could lend him the same?" he said, 
' He could not, but would procure it for him 
and accordingly borrowed the same from Mr. 
Godfrey, one of the Masters of the said Court; 
and the said Ear) gave his own note for pay- 
ment thereof to the said Mr. Godfrey ; and in 
February following re-paid 1000/. part of the 
said principal sum ; but in the same month of 
February 1720, upon a fresh occasion, bor- 
rowed again part of the said 1000/. so paid 
back, and a note or notes were given for the 
payment thereof; and some time after, the 
said Earl ordered the whole money borrowed 
of the said Mr. Godfrey to be paid, with all 
the interest due for the same; and the said 
Godfrey received the principal, but would not 
be prevailed upon to take the interest, or any 
part thereof : And the said Earl saith, That all 
the said money was repaid within the compass 
of a year after it was borrowed; and the said 
Earl declares, That im never received' or bor- 
rowed any sum or sums of money whatsoever 
of any of the Masters of the said Court, except 
as above set forth. 

" XXI. To the One and Twentieth Article ; 
the said Earl ' saith, That, upon the strictest 
review of his own behaviour during the time he 
had the honour of serving his most 6acred Ma- 
jesty in the office of Lord Chancellor, he is not 
conscious to himself that lie ever did, in any 
illegal or arbitrary manner, extend his power, 
or the power of the Court, beyond their lawful 
and just bounds; or that he did arbitrarily or 
illegally assume to himself, as Lord Chancellor, 
or by colour of his office, any unjust and un- 
limited power of dispensing with, suspending, 
or controuling,. the laws .or statutes of tins 
realm ; or that he any y ways oppressed the 
suitorsof the Court, or was guilty of any breach 
or violation of the rights or liberties of the 
subject, or of his own oath as Lord Chancellor : 
And with regard to the particular complaint 
against him in this Article ; the said Earl saith, 
That Rachael Tyssen, in the Article named, ai 
the Earl is informed, caused a bill to be exhi- 
bited in the Court of Chancery, in the name of 

2 Q 
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ber son, and daughter, in the said Article like- 
wise mentioned, by their prochein Amie, 
against herself, and the said John Tyssen and 
others, to have' the trusts in ,the will of her tote 
husband duly performed ; and the same was 
brought to hearing, at the Rolls, the seventh 
day of July 1718; and, by the, decree then 
made, it was, amongst other things,, ordered, 
upon the prayer (a* the said Earl hath heard 
and believes) of the counsel employed by the 
said Rachael Tyssen, ' That a receiver should 
be appointed, of, the rents and profits of the 
real estate, who was to have a salary allowed 
, birn, «nd power to let and set the said estate,, 
-as there should be occasion, with the approba- 
tion of the Master to whom the cause was re- 
ferred :' And the said Earl saith, That, in execu- 
tion of that part of the decree which directed a 
receiver to he appointed, the Master having 
certified, * That be had appointed John Nicho- 
las esquire to be the receiver of the rents and 
profits of the said estate the* said John Tys- 
sen, thinking himself aggrieved thereby, did, in 
the usual course of proceedings in the said 
court, cause exceptions to be filed against the 
lame; and, upon the argning thereof before 
the said Earl by counsel of both sides, affida- 
vits were read, to shew « That the said John 
Nicholas was an improper person; that the 
said testator had declared in his life- time, that 
Che said John Nicholas, by name, should not 
Have any thing to do with the management of 
his estate ; and that a considerable part thereof 
consisted in old houses and water-works/ And 
the bM Earl, upon a full bearing of both 
parties, was of opinion, that the said John Ni- 
cholas ought not to be appointed the receiver ; 
and, upon the proposal of the said John Tyssen, 
then in court, ordered Robert Doyley esquire 
to be receiver, he giving security to be ap- 
proved of hy the said Master; which order was 
made, as he believes, on tne fifteenth of Janu- 
ary in the year If 18, and affirmed upon the 
re-arguing the same exceptions on the 6th of 
March 1718 > since which time, the parties in- 
terested have never thought fit to complain 
thereof to your lordships by appeal, in order to 
have it reversed, as mistaken or unjust, though 
now the making thereof is complained of as a 
crime. "And the said Earl is not ashamed to 
own, that he was very well acquainted with the 
said Robert Doyley for some years before the 
.said order, and believed him to be a person of 
great honour and integrity, application J and 
exactness ; and believes there are several per- 
sons of distinction, to whom he bad the honour 
to be known, who had the same opinion of 
him ; but the said Earl did nojL appoint him 
receiver because of bis own respect for him, 
but because he was named by the said John 
Tyssen, who was uncle of the said infant, and 
executor of his father's will, in trust for him, 
and by the same will appointed his guardian, 
in case of his mother's death or marriage, and 
to^whom the said testator harl devised the said 
• estate in case of the death of the said infant 
tttfhout tissue male, ana* whose interesjt it tjiere- 



fore was to take care of the infant's interest in 
that particular ; and the said John Tyssen and 
sir Caesar Child (whose daughter the said John 
Tyssen had married) had such confidence in 
him the said Robert Doyley, that, upon the 
18th day of March 1718, they entered into a 
recognizance, together with him, in the penalty 
of 7,000/. for the said Robert Doyley's duly 
accounting for and paying the money be should 
receive out of the said infant's estate : And 
the said Earl saith, That no complaint was 
ever made, to the said Earl against the said 
Robert Doyley to the time of his death ; but 
be owns that be bath heard, that; upon the 
Masters stating the accounts since Christmas 
last, there does appear due from the sajd 
Robert Doylev about 2,500/. or 2,6©W. j but 
believes there » not any fear or doubt but that 
the same is Very well secured by the said recog- 
nizance. 

" And the said Earl saith, That be does not 
remember the particular expressions used by 
the counsel, or himself, upon arguing or re-ar- 
guing the said exceptions; but he cannot be- 
lieve that any counsel of great ability and expe- 
rience in the said Court would have thought 
what the said Earl did extraordinary, much 
less would have used such an expression to the 
said Earl as in the Articles, which is an indecent 
censure of his proceedings ; and here bein^ a 
decree in this case, approved of by all parties, 
* That a receiver should be appointed to re- 
ceive the rents and profits of the infant's estate,' 
the said Earl is at a loss to understand how the 
fixing on the person to be the receiver, upon 
good security to account for and pay the same 
for the infant's use, is reviving the Court of 
Wards, whose business it was to tafce the rents 
and profits of the infant's estate for the King's 
use, without accounting for any of them to the 
infant, but barely providing a maintenance for 
him, at the discretion perhaps of some grantee 
of the custody. 

, " Thus the said Earl has laid bis case before 
your lordships ; and dotb further, for, Answer 
to all the said Articles, sajr, That he is not 
guilty of all or any of the matters contained m 
the said Articles, or any of them, in manner 
and form as they are therein charged against 
him: And the said Earl dotb further insfst 
upon the benefit of bis Majesty's most gracious 
and general free pardon, grauted to all his sub- 
jects (not therein excepted*) in and by aiq act 
of parliament for that purpose made, in the 
7th year of his Majesty's reign, in bar of, and 
in bis. defence against, bis said Impeachment, 
and tlie said Articles exhibited in maintenance 
thereof, and all and every the proceedings 
thereupon, so far as the same extend to any 
neglect, offence, or misdemeanor, or supposed 
neglect, offence, or misdemeanour, or any other 
act, matter, or thing, suffered, done, or com- 
mitted, or omitted, by him the said Earl, before 
the 24th day of July in the year 1721; and 
doth humbly insist, that no evidence ou^ht to 
be given against him, for or concerning any. of 
the matters or tilings aforesaid! in anti Vj th> 
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*aid act pardoned, or any of them ; and doth 
aver, that bt is not within any of the excep- 
tions in the said act contained. 

Macclesfield." 

The lord Delawarr reported from the Lords 
Committees appointed to inspect the Journals 
of (his House, in relation to the proceedings on 
„ Impeachments for High Crimes and Misde- 
meanours: ' That the Committee have inspect- 
ed the Journals of this House, as to the said 
proceedings ; and find, that the method has < 
been, on delivering in of an Answer to Arti- 
cles of Impeachment, to order a Copy thereof 
to be prepared ; and, after the same hath been 
carefully examined by the CWk, it be sent by 
Message to the House of Commons; and that, 
upon the Replication of that House to such 
Answer, the Lords have always appointed the 
time and fc>lace of Trial .f . 

Which Report being rea3 by the clerk : It is 
ordered, That a copv ^>f the said Answer be 
prepared; and when the same hath been care- 
fully examined by the Clerk, it be sent by 
Message to the House of Commons. 

The Kings Message relating to the Civil 
List Debts.] April 8. Mr. R. Walpole ac- 
quainted the House, That he had a Message to 
this House from his Majesty, and he delivered 
the same to Mr. Speaker, who read the same 
to the House, as follows, viz. 

" George R. 

u The necessities of his Majesty's govern- 
ment having -rendered it impracticable for his 
Majesty to make any considerable retrench- 
ments in the expences of his Civil List; and 
having engaged his Majesty in some extraordi- 
nary expences, which, he is persuaded, bis 
loyal Commons will believe have been em- 
ployed, not only for the honour and dignity of 
the crown, but for the interest and prosperity 
of bis people ; his Majesty hopes, from the 
known zeal and affection of (his Parliament" to 
his person and government, that he may be 
enabled to make use of the Funds, lately set- 
tled for the payment of the Civil List Annui- 
ties, and for replacing the same to his Majesty, 
in the most advantageous manner, and upon 
the credit thereof to raise a sum of money suf- 
ficient to redeem those Annuities, and to dis- 
charge the present debts contracted in his civil 
government." 

Hereupon it was resolved to take his Ma- 
jesty's most gracious Message into considera- 
tion the next day, in a Committee of the whole 
House ; and, in the mean time, Mr. Scrope, by 
his Majesty's command, presented to the House, 
An Account of the Debts upon the Civil List ; 
at Michaelmas 1724, and also, An Account of 
the Payments into the Exchequer upon the de- 
ductions of Sixpence in the Pound, for the year 
ending at Lady-day, 1725. And the said Ac- 
counts being read, were severally ordered to be 
referred to the consideration of the said Com- 
mittee. 



Debate j>n the Civil List IDebts.'] After the 
reading of these Papers, , .' p 

Mr. Pulteney took notice, That it was not 
long since (viz. July, 1721), a Fund was given 
to discliaVge the debts of the Civil List ; and 
therefore it was matter of surprize, that so 
many new ones had been contracted in so 
short a time ; that if things were carried on at 
this rate, there would be no end of it ; that it 
was incumbent upon them to enquire into the 
causes of this growing evil,; and therefore 
mbved, " That an Address be presented to his 
Majesty, that he would graciously be pleased to 
give directions, that the proper officer or officers 
of the Exchequer, Excise, Customs, and Post- 
Office, do lay before the House an Account of 
all Monies which have been issued and paid ont 
of the said Offices to any person or persqns on 
Account, for the Privy Purse, Secret Service, 
Pensions, Bounties ; or any sum or sums of 
money to any person or persons whatsoever 
without account, from March 25th, 1721, to 
March 25th, 1725." And being backed by se- 
veral members, the said Address was voted ac- 
cordingly. 

April o. A motion being made for the 
Speaker to leave the chair, that the House 
might go into a Grand ^Committee, to consider 
of his Majesty's Message about the Debts of 
the Qivil List, 

Mr. Pulteney represented, That the House 
having ordered an Address to be presented to 
bis Majesty, for several papers relating to the 
Civil List and other expences, they ought, iu 
his opinion, to put off the consideration of his 
Majesty's Message, till those Papers were laid 
before the House ; it being natural to enquire 
into the causes of a disease, before one applies 
remedies to it. Mr. Yonge, Mr. H. Pelhani, 
and Mr. R. Walpole, having opposed it, Mr. 
Pulteney said* " He wondered how so great s> 
debt (viz. 508,367/. 195. 4d.) Could be con^ 
tract ed in three years time, but was not sur- 
prized some persons were so eager to have those 
deficiencies made good, since they and their 
friends had so great' a share in it. And de- 
sired to know whether this was all that was 
due, or whether they were to expect another 
reckoning ? w 

To this no direct answer was given ; but in 
general, it was said, " That there vf as, indeed, 
a heavy Debt on the Civil list, and a great 
many Pensions ; but that most of these had 
been granted in king William's and queen 
Anne's reigns, some by king Charles the Se- 
cond, and very few by his present Majesty. 
That since ^ the Civil List was first settled tor 
his Majesty, an expence~ of about 90,000/. per 
annum had happened, which could not then be 
foreseen, and therefore was left unprovided for : 
That npon examination of the Account given in 
of the Civil List Debts, it would appear, that 
most of those expences were either for the ne- 
cessary support of the dignity of the crown and 
government, or for the public good : That there 
was, indeed, a pension of 5,000/. of another 
nature, vi& upon account of the Cofferer** 
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Place, but which could not well be avoided ; 
for b*tli die loTd Godolphin, who was in that 
office, and his father, had so well deserved q( 
the government, that they could not hand- 
somely remove him without a gratuity; and 
therefore they gave his lordship a pension of 
5,000/. to make room for the worthy gentle- 
man, (meaning Mr. W. Pulteney) who now en- 
joys that post." 

Then the Commons, in a Grand Committee, 
took (lis Majesty's Message into consideration, 
and a morion was made, " That for the redeem- 
ing the Annuities of 25,000/. per annum, 
charged' on the Civii List Revenues, by an act 
of parliament of the 7th year of his Majesty, 
and for discharging the Debts and Arrears due 
from his Majesty to his servants, tradesmen, 
and others, his Majesty be enabled to raise any 
sum, not exceeding one million, by Exchequer 
Bills, Loans, or otherwise, on the credit of the 
deductions of sixpence per pound, directed by 
the said Act of the 7th year of his ^Majesty's 
reign, and of the said Civil List Revenues, at an 
interest or rate not exceeding 3/. per cent, per 
annum, till repayment of the principal." 

This motion occasioned a ' farther debate ; 
hut the question being put, it was resolved in 
the affirmative, by 239 votes against 119. This 
Resolution being the next day reported, was 
agreed to by the House, and a Bill was ordered 
to be brought in thereupon. • 

. Bill for regulating Elections in Londgn.] 
April 13. A Bill 'For regulating Elections 
within the City of London, and for preserving 
the Peace, good order and government of the 
said City/ being; lead tbe third time, it was pro- 
posed to ask the Opinion of tke Judges, Whe- 
ther this Bill dues repeal any of. the prescrip- 
tions, privileges, customs, or liberties of the 
city of London, restored to them, or preserved 
by the Act passed in the 2nd year of king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary, for reversing the judg- 
ment in a Quo Warranto against the city of 
London, and for restoring the said city to its 
ancient Rights and Privileges; which being ob- 
jected to^and debate had thereupon, the ques- 
tion was put, Whether the Judges shall deliver 
their Opinions upon the said proposed ques- 
tion; it was resolved in the negative, by 83 
against 2JU 

Protest re lating thereto."] 
<* Dissentient' 

1. " Because it being enacted and declared 
t>y the act mentioned in the question, that the 
major, commonalty and citizens of London, 
shall for ever hereafter remain, continue, and 
be, and be prescribed to be, a body- corporate, 
in re, facto, et nomine, by the name of mayor, 
and commonalty and citizens of the city of 
London, and shall (as by law they ought) peace- 
ably enjoy all and every their rights, gifts, cliar-' 
ters, grants, liberties, privileges, franchises, cus- 
toms, usages, constitutions, prescriptions, im- 
munities, markets, duties, tolls, lands, tene- 
ments, estates and hereditaments whatsoever, 
Which they bad (or bad a right, title or interest 
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*in or to) at tbe .time of* giving the said' judg- 
ment ; and we being apprehensive, that the al- 
terations made by this Bill *in the constitutiou 
of the common-council, and other ancient 
rights, franchises and prescriptions of the city, 
may utterly abolish the ancient legal title of 
the city to their rights, franchises, prescriptions 
and constitutions in the particulars contained 
in the said 'Bill; and may, in consequence 
thereof, work a total change of the vvbole an- 
cient constitution of the corporation of tbe 
said city, or greatly confound or prejudice tbe 
same, which has stood for so many ages upon 
the foundation of its ancient title, rights, and 
rescriptious, confirmed by many grants made 
y his Majesty's royal progenitors, and by 
many acts of parliament ; all which were re- 
stored so soon after the happy and glorious Re- 
volution, and which have been peaceably es« 
.fayed to the present time : We are of opinion, 
that the solution of the said question, by the 
judges, must have tended greatly to the neces- 
sary information of the House, and to their 
better judgment, upon a Bill of so great im- 
portance, as well as to the satisfaction and 
quiet of the citizens of London, who, so far as 
Ave can collect from the petitions against the 
Bill, are greatly alarmed at the consequence 
thereof ; and we are of opinion, that it was tbe 
more necessary . and the more consistent with 
the wisdom of this House, to be informed of 
the law by the judges, upon the question pro- 
posed, because we do not find in this Bill any 
saving or confirmation of any of tbe ancient 
titles, .rights, prescriptions, privileges or fran- 
chises of the said city, restored to them by the 
former law. 

2. " We think the question ought to haw 
been proposed to the judges, the rather be- 
cause the opinions of several counsel were auV 
mitted to be read at the bar of the Committee 
of the whole House in favour of tbe said Bill. 
(Signed) Bathurst, Lechmere, Coven- 
try, Wharton, St. John de Bletsoe, 
Bristol, Biogley, Strafford, Abingdon, 
Bruce, Foley, Gower, Litchfield, Montr 
joy, Arundell, Fran. CestriensV 

Protest against passing the said BilL] "Then 
after farther debate, the question was put, 
whether this Biit, with the Amendments should 
pass r* It was resolved in the affirmative, b^ 79 
against 97. 

" Dissentient' 

1. " Because- we apprehend, that the penalty 
of 200/. upon the officer presiding at wardmote - 
elections, as well as at elections even for mem- 
bers of parliament, is so small, that it may be 
construed, into an indemnification, and be 
looked upon rather as an encouragement than 
a restraint, by a 'wealthy, partial and arbitrary 
officer ; at least, we are of opinion, that such 
a one will not be sufficiently deterred by it 
from returning such candidates as he Jikes, ra- 
ther than such as the city chooses ; and if ever 
that melancholy case should happen, we fear 
neither the candidates nor voters will be able 
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to find an effectual method of doing justice for 
so flagraut an injury, either to themselves or to 
the nation. x 

2. " Because we cannot but think, from the 
evidence given at the bar, that this Bill will 
take away from many citizen^ their right in 
voting in wardmote-elections, by giving an ex- 
clusion to all that inhabit houses under 10/. a 
year, even though they pay all parish-duties, or 
30s. in lieu of them ; which we conceive an 
unjustifiable hardship upon those who may 
have long enjoyed that right, and have had no 
crime objected to them, much less proved, as 
we think it ought to be, before they can justly 
be deprived of it. 

3. " Because, by this Bill, no act is to «pass 
in common council for the future (except what 
reJates to the nomination of some few officers) 
without the assent of the major part of the 
mayor and aldermen present in such common 
council; "which, we, conceive, will give too 
great an addition of power to the mayor and 
aldermen, who have already many and large 
prerogatives incontestably allowed them by the 
commonalty of the city; and though the coun- 
sel for the Bill insisted that the mayor and al- 
dermen had anciently that right which this Bill 
establishes, yet the proof of that right appeared 

, to us so remote and obscure, that we own our- 
selves too short-sighted to discern it ; and on 
the other side it appeared plain to us, that even 
from the time of incorporating the city to this 
present time, such a claim has very seldom 
been^nade, and that it has never been acknow- 
- ledged ; and therefore, we conceive, if there be 
. any foundation for such a right (which we are 
far from thinking there is) the dispute should 
be decided first in the inferior courts of justice, 
and rather determined in the House of Lords 
upon an appeal, than ended by an act of par- 
liament; which seems to us such a method of 
determining controversies of this nature, as may 
prove of the most dangerous consequence to 
the rights and properties of all the subjects of 
Great Britain. 

4. " Because this Bill ajbolishea the custom 
relating to the distribution of the personal es- 
tates of free citizens ; which is a custom not 
©lily of great antiquity, but seems to us to be 
wisely calculated for the benefit of a trading 
city, and has been acquiesced under for so 
many years, without the least complaint of any 
one free citizen that we ever beard of ; that 
the taking it away in this manner cannot but 
appear to us too rash anoTprecipitate, and may 
too probably, in our opinion, be very detri- 
mental to the true interest of this ancient, po- 
pulous, loyal and hitherto flourishing city, the 
-preservation of whose good order and govern- 
ment the Bill itself, very justly and judiciously, 
allows to be of the greatest consequence to the 
whole kingdom (Signed ) Scarsdale, Straf- 
ford, Bristol, St. John de Blelsoe, Boyle, 
Bathurst, Bingley, Berkeley de Stratton, 
Compton, Bruce, Craven, Weston, 
Mootjoy, Foley, Exeter, Wharton, Fran. 
Cestrjens', Arundell, Abingdon, Litch- 
field, Gowe'r, Uxbridge." i 



For the foregoing Reasons and these that 
follow, viz. % 

1. " Because we are of opinion, that the se* 
veral great alterations made by this Bill in the 
ancient constitution of the common council, 
and other the rights, franchises and prescrip- 
tions of«the city of London, will, if passed into 
a law, entirely subvert and destroy the ancient 
title which the city at this* time lawfully claims, 
and has, thereto ; and will introduce and en- 
act a new constitution upon the city, hereafter 
to be claimed and enjoyed, not upon the foun- ' 
dation of theirancient title, but of this act of 
parliament ; which must, as we conceive, in 
all future times, whenever the city of London 
may have occasion to assert or defend their 
ancient title and franchises, bring them under 
insuperable difficulties, and may be followed 
with dangerous consequences concerning the 
very being and constitution of the corporation^ 
many of which it is impossible to foresee or 
enumerate, 

2. " We are of opinion, that the new con- 
stitution ^>f the common council enacted by V 
this Bill, whereby a negative is declared and 
given to the mayor and aldermen, not only in 
the making of bye-laws for the government of 
the city, but in other acts concerning the Issu- 
ing and disposal of the treasure of the city, 
and also of the seal of the city, whereby their 
lands and other estates are subjected to the 
said negative, and in all other acts and powers . 
at this time, as we conceive, belonging to the 
common council, excepting only the appoint- 
ment of some few officers mentioned *in the 
Bill, is a dangerous innovation upon the an- 
cient constitution of the city, unsupported by 
any evidence offered at the bar, and though in 
late times mentioned to be claimed, yet con* 
trary, as we conceive, to'a clear, uninterrupted 
and convincing proof of the exercise of the 
powers and authorities of the common councifc 
of all ages, to the 29th of January, 1723.: And 
we conceive the alteration made by the Bill in 
this respect to be the more unwarrantable, be- 
cause the written evidence offered to support 
the claim of a negative by the mayor and at* 
dermen, was either conceived in general terms 
unapplicable to that claim, and not maintained 
by subsequent practice, or was drawn froth 
proceedings in times of trouble and confusion. 

3. " We are of opinion, that the extraordi- 
nary power, given by this Bill to the mayor 
and alderman, will vest in them new exor- 
bitant authorities over all the citizens, their 
rights, liberties and franchises .of ail kinds, in- 
consistent with that balance of power in the 
city, by- which the same have been^reserved; 
and in the future exercise thereof, must, as we 
conceive, lay the foundation of constant and 
lasting disputes, divisions and distractions in 
the City of London. 

4. " We think this Bi(l is the more dangerous, 
because it creates a new constitution in several 
particulars contained in it, not framed upon 
the ancient rights proved or pretended to, or 
diiputed on. eitber side, , but is a new m#dfi 
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without due regard to the antecedent rights as 
claimed by either side, and will deprive a great 
ji umber of citizens of their ancient rights and 
franchises in elections and otherwise, without 
Reaving them any opportunity of asserting the 
same by due course of law, and is a precedent 
of the most dangerous consequence to all the 
cities and corporations of this kingdom. 

5. " We are of opinion, that the abolition of 
the ancient custom of the city touching the 
personal estates of freemen, is a dangerous in- 
novation, tending to let into the government of 
the city persons unexperieuced and unpractised 
in the laudable and beneficial trade of the 
city and kingdom, and unfit for the magistracy 
of the city, and may thereby introduce impro- 
per and pernicious influences over the citizens ; 
and we think that the strength, riches, power 
and safety of the city of London have been 
hitherto, in a great measure, supported by this 
and other customs of the city, as the walls 
thereof, and we fear, that the decay of trade, 
and with that, of the grandeur of the city of 
-London, and the diminution and loss of the 
great excises and duties arising from the trade 
of the city, on which the support of his Ma- 
jesty's government so much depends, mav be 
the consequence of the abolition of this ancient 
custom and privilege of the freemen of the 
city of London. 

6. (i Because we are of opinion, that the 
Petition of the many thousand freemen of the 
city against this Bill ought to be a far greater 
weight against this Bill, than the petition of 
fifteen aldermen for it ; and that the confusion 
which may arise from this Bill, if passed into a 
law, mav tend greatly to the future disturbance 
of his Majesty's wise and gentle government. 

(Signed) Wharton, Strafford, Coventry. 

The CM List Bill passed.] April 16. A 
Bill, For redeeming the Annuities of 25,000/. 
per annum, charged on the Civil List Revenues 
by an act of the 7th year of bis Majesty's reign, 
and for discharging the Debts and Arrears due 
from his Majesty to his servants, tradesmen 
and others, being read the first time, a motion 
was made, That an Address be presented to 
his Majesty, that he wil be pleased to give 
directions, that the proper officers of the Ex- 
chequer, Excise, Customs, and Post-office do 
lay before this House an account of aU moneys 
which have been issued and paid out of the said 
offices, to any persons on account, for the 
priry.purse, secret service, pensions, bounties, 
or any sums of money to any persons whatso- 
ever without account, from the 25th of March 
17*1, to the 25th of March 1725; which 
being objected to, after debate, the question 
was put, whether such an Address shall be 
presented to his Majesty ; it was resolved in 
the negative : whereupon the following lords 
entered their dissent, viz. Lechmere, Strafford, 
$Yan. Ceatriens', Warrington, Bathurst. , 

Protest against passing the same*] April 19. 
*Ta* said Bill being read toe third time, and a 



motion made, That the Bill do pass, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

u Dissentient' 
, " Because this Bill is to raise a great sum of 
money, which will, as we apprehend, become 
a burthen upon the public, and increase that 
immense load of debt, which is already above 
fifty millions, and therefore, in our opinions, 
requires the utmost application to diminish it, 
and cannot but give us the most melancholy 
prospect, whenever, especially in a time of 
peace and tranquillity, we find any addition is 
made to it ; and since his Majesty'* revenue, 
when first settled, was thought sufficient by the 
parliament to answer all the necessary ex- 
pences of his civil government, and is larger 
as we conceive than that of his predecessors; 
and since that revenue has once already, and 
not long ago received an aid of the like sum, 
we think we are fully justified in expecting an 
account of the reasons of contracting so great a 
debt ; and because that was refused to be laid 
before us, We are of opinion, we cannot dis- 
charge our duty to our country, if we should 
thus, uninformed, and in the dark,' give our 
consent to this Bill, which being the second of 
this kind within a short compass of time, we 
apprehend, may prove of the more perni- 
cious example. (Signed) Strafford, Bruce, 

Boyle." 

Lor4 Finch offers to the Commons a Petition 
of Henry late Lord Viscount Boliogbroke.] 
April 20. The Lord Finch, having ottered a 
Petition of Henry St. John, late viscount Bo- 
linghroke, to be presented to the Commons, 
Mr. R. Walpole acquainted the House, That 
he bad received his Majesty's commands to 
acquaint the House, That the Petitioner had, 
seven years since, made bis humble appli- 
cation and submission to his Majestv, witn 
assurances of duty, allegiance, and fidelity, 
which his Majesty so far accepted, as to 
give him encouragement to hope for some 
future marks of his Majesty's grace and good- 
ness ; and that his Majesty is satisfied that the 
Petitioner's behaviour has been such as con- 
vinces his Majesty that he is an object of his 
Majesty's mercy, and his Majesty consents that 
this Petition be presented to the House. 

Then the said Petition was brought up and 
read, setting forth, *' That the Petitioner as 
truly concerned for his offence, in not having 
surrendered himself, pursuant to the directions 
of an act of the first year of his Majesty's 
reign, whereby the Petitioner was attainted of 
high treason, and forfeited all his real and 
personal estate,* and by reason thereof hatb 
suffered very great losses : that upon the Peti- 
tioner's marriage in t700, sir Walter St. John, 
hart, apd the lord viscount St. John, the Pe- 
titioner's grandfather and father, together with 
the Petitioner, made a settlement of their family- 
estates in the counties of Wilts, Surrey and 
Middlesex, all which premisses, except a very 
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srnatl part thereof, are now in the possession of 
the Petitioner's rather, and the Petitioner can- 
not become in tit i ad thereto for his life, until 
after his father's decease : That the Petitioner 
hath, in most humble and dutiful manner, made 
his submission to his Majesty, and given his 
Majesty the strongest assurances of his in- 
violable fidelity, and of his zeal for his 
Majesty's service, and for the support of 
the present happy establishment, which his 
Majesty hath been most' graciously pleased 
to accept ; and praying, That leave may he 
given to bring in a Bill for enabling the Peti- 
tioner, and the heirs male Of his body, not- 
withstanding his said Attainder, to take and 
*enjoy the said settled estate, according to the 
limitations of the said settlement, or other as- 
surances therein mentioned ; and for enabling 
the Petitioner to hold and enjoy any personal 
estate or effects whereof he now is, or here^ 
fciter shall be possessed, and to invest the 
same in the purchase of any real or personal 
estate within this kingdom." 

Debate thereon.'] After the reading of this 
Petition, the lord Finch moved, that a Bill be 
brought in according to the prayer of -the late 
viscount Bolingbroke's Petition. This motion 
was seconded by 

Mr. jR. Walpole, who having repeated part of 
what he had before laid before the House by the 
King'* command, in the petitioner's behalf, 
lidded, That he was fully satisfied, that he had 
sufficiently atoned for his past Offences, and 
therefore deserved the favour of that House so 
far, as to enable him to enjoy the family inhe- 
ritance that was settled upon him ; which ac- 
cording to the opinion of the best lawyers, he 
could not do by virtue of his Majesty's most 
gracious pardon, without an act of Parliament. 

This was confirmed by sir Philip Yorke and 
sir Clement Wearg. Then 

Mr. Methuen stood up, and strenuously op- 
pbsed the lord Finch's motion ; he said, That 
as he bad the honour to be, one of the King's 
immediate servants, it might, perhaps, by some 
be thought unbecoming his station, to appear 
against a Petition, to the presenti ng of which his 
Majesty, in his royal clemency and goodness, 
had graciously been pleased to givehis consent : 
but that being at liberty to follow the dic- 
tates of his conscience in this matter, he would 
freely declare his opinion, that the public 
crimes for which this Petitioner stood attainted, 
were so heinous, so flagrant, and of so deep a 
dye, as not to admit of anv expiation or atone- 
ment; and whatever he might have done to de- 
serve Ins Majesty's private grace and pardon, 
yet he thought him altogether unworthy of any 
national favour. Hereupon Mr. Methuen in- 
stanced the late lord Bolingbroke's scandalous 
and villainous conduct,while he had a share in 
the administration of affairs in th* last reign. 
How he was the principal adviser of, and actor 
4n, the wicked measures that were then pur- 
sued ; his clandestine n'egociation of peace 
withottt the privily of the queen's allies, contra- 
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ry to the express tenor 6f the grand alliance; 
his insolent behaviour towards ail the confede- 
rates in general, and the Dutch in particular, 
his sacrificing the interest of the, whole confer 
deracy, and the honour of his own country, 
particularly in the base abandoning of •the 1 
poor and brave Catalans : a transaction which 
with he had an opportunity to be intimately ' 
acquainted, as having had the honotir, at that 
juncture, to serve the nation as the Queen's Mi- 
nister in Portugal ; and to sum up all his crimes 
in one, his traitorous design of defeating the Pro- 
testant Succession, the foundation pf both out 
present and future happiness ; and of advancing 
a Popish Pretender to the throne, which would 
have involved his native country in endless 
misery. 

Mr. Arthur Onslow, lord William Paulet, 
sir Thomas Pengelly, and Mr. Gybbon sup*- 
potted Mr. Methuen. v 

Serjeant Miller hereupon said. That he was 
against the motion for three reasons, 1. Be- 
cause he thought it against the interest of the 
King. 2. Against the interest of his country. 
3. Against the interest of the present ministry. 
That he loved the King better than he loved 
himself ; and hated his enemies more than her 
did : that he loved his country as he loved 
himself ; and as he thought its interest, insepa- 
rable from" the King's, so be would not have an? 
public favour shewn to one, who had acted 
in so notorious a manner against both. And 
as for the present ministers, he was so well sa- 
tisfied with their just, prudent, and successful 
management, that be would not see them ex- 
posed to the cabals and intrigues of their in ve* 
terate, though seemingly reconciled enemies. 

A Bill ordered to be brought in accordingly.] 
On the other hand sir Thomas Hanmer ana 
Dr. Friend spoke for the motion, and took 
that occasion to extol his Majesty's royal cle- 
mency ; and then the question being put, cm 
the lord Finch's motion, it was carried m the 
affirmative by 231 votes against 113, and his 
lordship and Mr. R. Walpole were ordered 16 
bring in a Bill according to the prayer of the 
late lord Bolingbroke's Petition. 

Replication of the Commons to the Earl of 
Macclesfield's Answer to the Articles of -Jw- 
peachment.~\ April 23. Sir George Oxenden 
reported from the Committee, to whom it was 
referred * to consider of the Answer of Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield to the Articles of Impeach- 
ment exhibit* d against him, That the said Earl 
had industriously avoided giving a direct An- 
swer to several matters positively alledged , 
against him, and had endeavoured to disguise 
the crimes laid to his charge; and that many 
parts of the said Earl's Answer are contradic- 
tory and inconsistent; and the Committee did 
humbly submit to the judgment of the House 
their opinion, that for avoiding any imputation 
of delay to the Commons, in a rase of so great 
moment, a Replication be forthwith sent up 
to the Xords, maintaining the charge of m 
'Commons; and that the Committee had pre* 
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pared a Replication accordingly, which he read 
in his place, as follows; 

" The Commons have considered the Answer 
of Thomas earl of Macclesfield, to the Ar- 
ticles exhibited agai nst him by the knigh ts, 
citizens and burgesses in Parliament assembled, 
and observe, that the said Earl hath industri- 
ously avoided giving a direct and particular 
Answer to several matters positively and cer- 
tainly alledged against him in the said Articles, 
which from the nature of the (acts themselves, 
must necessarily lie in Us own knowledge; and 
hath attempted to disguise and cover the real 
crimes laid to his charge, by immaterial and eva- 
sive insinuations of facts of a different nature; 
and that many parts of the said Answer are con- 
tradictory to, and inconsistent with each other, 
upon which they might demand your lordships' 
immediate Judgment ; yet the Commons, be- 
ing,able to maintain the truth and justice of their 
accusation, are willing to enter into the due 
examination thereof, and do aver their charge 
of High Crimes and Misdemeanors, against the 
said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, to be true, 
and that the said Earl is guilty in such manner 
as he stands impeached, and that the Commons 
will be ready to prove their Charge against 
him,* at such convenient time, as shaif be ap- 
pointed for that purpose." 

Tije said Replication being read a second 
lime, it was resolved to be the Replication of 
.the Commons to the Answer of Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield; and ordered that the said Repli- 
cation he engrossed. 

April 24. The Commons read the engrossed 
Replication, which was ordered tojbe sent to 
the Lords. 

Protest against* the Earl of Macclesfield's 
being tried at- the Bar of' , the House of 
Lords.] April 26. The Commons having 
brought up the Replication to the Answer 
of Thomas earl of Macclesfield, to their Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment against him, a ques- 
tion was proposed and stated for appoint- 
ing his Lordship's Trial on Thursday se'en • 
night, at the Bar of the House. And the 
question being put, whether those words, ' At 
* the Bar of the House/ shall stand part of 
the question, it was resolved in the Affirmative, 
by 59 against 17. 

u Dissentient' 

1. " Because we are of opinion, that it high- 
ly concerns the honour and dignity of this 
House in all cases of impeachment, that the 
Trial should be had in the most public and 
solemn manner, that being most suitable to 
the laws and- constitutions of this kingdom in 
all cases whatsoever, but is more especially 
requisite, in a prosecution of the Commons in 
of Great Britain, begun and carried on by 
their representatives in parliament;' for which 
reasons we think that this Trial ought to be had 
in Westminster-hall, and not at the Bar of this 
House, where it is impossible, as We conceive, 
to provide room and other conveniences for 
the attendance of the House of Commons, 



and such others of the subjects of this king- 
dom who may be desirous to be present at this 
Trial. * , 

2. " We are of opiniop, that it is a justice 
due to the Earl who is impeached, to give him 
the opportunity of vindicating himself, and to 
assert his innocence in the most public manner 
imaginable, the crimes wherewith he is charged 
by this Impeachment being of that nature as 
render it, as we conceive, most desirable, and 
even necessary on bis part, to give universal 
satisfaction of his innocence, in a case wherein 
his honour, and that of his posterity, are so 
highly concerned. 

, 3. " We are of opinion, that it is of great 
moment to the honour and dignity of the 
crown, the fountain of justice, that the Trial of 
this Impeachment should be had in that place 
which may be . most satisfactory to the whole 
nation, because the Articles whereby the Earl 
stands impeached, relate to the administration 
of the public justice of the kingdom, and con- 
sist of facts or matters charged on him whilst 
he was Lord High Chancellor, and as such, 
was' entrusted by his Majesty with the execu- 
tion of the most eminent office and station 
concerning the administration of justice. 

4. " Becaose we observe that the Earl im- 
peached has, in his Defence, by his An- 
swer, in some degree, involved the honour 
of many great personages, peers of this, realm, 
and others, some living, and others* long 
since deceased, . but whose descendents are 
ndw peers and members of this House, in 
the consideration of the. matters and crimes 
charged on himself; which circumstance of 
the Defence being, as it seems to us, in the 
opinion of the Earl, material to be examined 
into upon the Trial, we are of opinion that in 
this respect also the place of Trial is become 
of more importance, and most proper to be in 
Westminster- hall, and not at the bar of this 
House, where the examinations must unavoid- 
ably, as we conceive, 1>e less public, and, in 
that respect less satisfactory. g 

5. " It appearing to us by several Reports 
delivered to this House by his Majesty's direc- 
tion, which relate to the administration of 
justice in the High Court of Chancery, whilst 
the said Earl was Lord Chancellor, that there 
are very great deficiencies of the money 
and effects belonging to orphans and widows, 
and others the suitors of the Court; which 
money and ejects were brought into the 
Court, or into the hands of the Masters in 
Chancery ; and which deficiencies, as they ap- 
pear to us, amount to a great many thousand 
pounds, ,as yet wholly unsatisfied and unse- 
cured; for this reason we are of opinion, that 
it is necessary, for the public satisfaction, and 

Particularly of the suitors concerned, that this 
rial should be had, not only in the most 
solemn mariner, but in the most public place 
also. 

6. " We do not find, that any Impeachment 
of the Commons has been tried at the 'bar of 
this House, or in any other place than ia 
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iVestminster-Hall, since the Restoration of 
Icing Charles 2, and before that period the im- 
peachment of the earl of Strafford was tried in 
Westminster- Hall ; we also find that since the 
Restoration, every peer who has been tried bj 
this House, either on an Impeachment or In* 
dictment, has had 1 his Trial in Westminster 
Hall, and not at the bar of this House; and 
sometime after the late Revolution, private 
persons impeached by the Commons, for frauds 
and cheats relating to the Lutstring company, 
and private traffic, were appointed by this 
IJouse to be tried in Westminster-Hall ; the 
Impeachment of Dr. Sacheverell, for misde- 
meanors committed in the pulpit, was tried 
there also : for which reasons we are of opinion, 
that this Impeachment being, as we conceive, 
of the highest consequence to the honour of the 
crown and kingdom, ought to be considered, 
at least with equal regard as to the place of 
trial, and in every other respect with any of 
those Trials before mentioned ; and the rather, 
for that the method of proceedings on Trials of 
Impeachments, if had at the bar of this House, 
contrary to the general course since the Re- 
storation, are therefore more unsettled by many 
late precedents, and, in that respect, may be 
liable to more difficulties and delays, than if 
had in Westminster Hall. 

7. " We think that no consideration of delay, 
which may be occasioned for a little time by 
the preparations to be made in Westminster 
Hall, or any other account during the Trial, are 
an equivalent consideration, or to be balanced 
with the public satisfaction, which, in every 
respect, is, in our opinion, due to this pro- 
ceeding, and especially with regard to the place 
af trial. (Signed J Wharton, Scarsdale, 

Boyle, Strafford, Gower, Foley, Lech* 

mere, Coventry 

I dissent for all the aforementioned reasons, 
except the fourth. (Signed) Montjoy. 

Then the Question being put, That Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield be tried at the bar of this 
House, on Thursday se'nnight at 11 o'clock in 
the forenoon, upon the Impeachment for High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, exhibited against 
him by the House of Commons; it was resolved 
io the Affirmative. 

Dissentient* 
For the reasons mentioned in the foregoing 

Protest. (Signed,) Scarsdale, Strafford, 

Foley, Wharton, Coventry, Boyle, Lech- 
mere. 

April 26. The Commons received the fol- 
lowing Message from the Lords : . 

" Mr. Speaker, The Lords have commanded 
as to acquaint this House, that their lordships 
have appointed Thursday, being the 6th day 
of May next, at 11 of the clock in the fore- 
noon, for the Trial of Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, at the bar of the House of Lords, for the 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors whereof he 
Hands impeached : and that their lordships 

VOL.VIIJ. 



-to the Earl of Macclesfield's Answer. (4C6 

will order conveniences to be prepared there 
for the Managers of the Impeachment/ 9 

Whereupon it was ordered, 1. That Ma- 
nagers be appointed to make good the Articles 
of Impeachment against Thomas earl of Mao. 
clesfied. 2. That the Committee to whom it 
was referred to draw up the said Articles be 
the said Managers. 

April 97. The Commons ordered, 1. That 
Mr. Nicholas Paxton, and Mr. Thomas Bayly 
be appointed Solicitors to the said Managers. 
2. That a Committee be appointed to search 
Precedents, touching the method of proceed- 
ings, upon Trials of Impeachment by the Com* 
moss, at the bar of the House of Lords : and a 
Committee was appointed accordingly, of 
which sir Edmund Bacon was chosen chair* 
man. 

The Bill in favour of Viscount Bolingbroke 
passes the Commons.] Then the lord Finch 
presented to the House a Bill for enabling 
Henry St. John late Viscount Bolingbroke, to 
take and enjoy several manors, lands, &c. 
which was read the first time. 

April 50. The late lord BoKngbroke's Bill 
was read a second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, who were per 
dered, " To receive a clause or clauses for pre- 
serving the inheritance of all the family estate 
in the said Bill mentioned, to the issue male of 
the. lord viscount St. John, on failure of issue 
male of .the said Henry St. John, late viscount 
viscount Bolingbroke, with proviso to the Said 
late viscount Bolingbroke, to charge the said 
estate with a sum of money, and to make leases 
in like manner as he was enabled to do, by the 
marriage settlement in the said Bill mentioned, 
and to make a jointure, and provision for 
younger children. 

May 3. The order being, read for the House 
to resolve itself into a grand Committee upon 
the late viscount Bolingbroke's Bill, the lord 
William Pawlet moved, " That it be an in- 
struction to the said Committee, that they 
have power to receive a clause to disable the 
said Henry St. John, late viscouot Bolingbroke, 
to be a member of either House of Parliament, 
or to have or enjoy any office or place of profit 
or trust, under bis Majesty." 

This motion was backed by several members, 
but was opposed by Mr. Chancellor of the Ex* 
chequer^ and the question being put thereupon, 
it was carried m the negative by 154 voices 
against) 84. After this the Commons, in a 
Committee of the whole House, went through 
the said Bill, and made several amendments 
thereto, which being the next day reported by 
the lord Finch, were, with ai> amendment to 
one of thtm, agreed to, and the Bill so amend- 
ed, ordered to be ingrossed. 

May 5. The said Bill was read the third time, 
passed, and sent, up to the Lords. 

Protest against ttdssing a Bill to disarm the 
Highlanders of Scotland.] May 3. A Bill, 
' For more effectually disarming the High- 
landers in that part of Great Britain called 
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Scotland, and for tbe better securing the peace 
and quiet of that "* part of the Kingdom* was 
read the third time in the Lords ; and the ques^ 
tion being put, Whether this Bill with the 
Amendments do pass ? It was resolved in the 
Affirmative. 

« Dissentient' 
. 1. " Because the Bill sets forth, that many 
'persons m the Highlands commit many rob- 
beries and depredations, and oppose the due 
execution of justice against robbers, outlaws, 
and persons attainted; which assertion, we 
v conceive, was meant as an inducement to pass 
the Bill, and therefore should have been* fully 
made out by proof, or have been undeniably 
clear from its notoriety ; but no proof was at* 
tempted to be made of it ; and we have not 
heard that such outrages, as are charged upon 
the Highlanders, bave been committed by them 
of late. 

2. " We apprehend that this Bill gives to 
. lords lieutenants of counties, justices of the 
peace, and others, such large and discre- 
tionary powers, in some cases, as are hardly to 
be trusted in the hands of any persons tn a free 
government, unless apparently necessary to 
the preservation of it. 

* 3. " Since the behaviour of the Highlanders 
has been peaceable and inoffensive for some 
years past, and is so at present, as far as ap- 
pears to us, we cannot but fear this Bill may 
prove unseasonable, may hazard the loss of that 
invaluable blessing which we now enjoy, a per- 
fect calm anpV tranquillity, and raise amongst 
these people that spirit of discontent and un- 
easiness, which now seems entirely laid; for 
we apprehend that the execution of some au- 
thorities in this Bill is more likely to create, 
than to prevent disorders ; we think it applies 
severe remedies where, as far as we can per- 
ceive, there is no disease, and this at a time 
when the Highlanders not being accused of any 
enormities, for which, in our opinion, the 
legislature ought in justice to punish them, or 
in prudence to fear them, we think it would 
become us, as good patriots, to endeavour 
rckther to keep them quiet, than to make them 

•o.- {Sighed,) Wharton, Gower, Scarsdale, 

4 Boyle, Lichfield." 

Names of the Managers at the Earl of Mac 
clesfield's TrioL] May 6L The Commons or- 
tiered^ That the Committee appointed to- ma- 
nage the, Evidence against Thomas earl df 
Macclesfield, be at liberty to proceed in .such 
manner as they shall think most important- for 
the speediest expediting of the said Trial. 
Then upon <a Message from the Lords, import- 
ing that their lordships were, ready to proceed 
on the . Trial of Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
the Names of the JManagers^were called over 
by the clerk, viz* Sir George Oienden, bart. 
sir Clement Weazg, sir Thomas Pengelly, sir 
William StricklaucJ, bart. Mr. Doddington, 
lord Morpeth, Mr. Arthur Onslow, Mr.- Pal- 
mer, Mr. Walter Plomer, sir John Rushput, 
bart. Mr. Edward Thompson, Mr. Philips 



Gybbon, Mr. Hedges, Mr. Sandys, Mr. West, 
Mr. Snell, Mr. Lutwyche, hon. Thomas Gower, 
and Mr. Cary. 

Accordingly the said' Managers went up to 
the Bar of tbe House of Lords to proceed on 
the Trial, which continued till the 26th of this 
month, and being printed by authority, may 
be found at large in the State Trials. 

The Earl of Macclesfield is unanimously 
found Guilty.] May 27. The Order being read, 
for taking into further consideration tbe" Im- 
peachment of the earl of Macclesfield : It was 
proposed, * To resolve, That tbe Commons 
' have made good their Charge of Hteh Crimes 
' and Misdemeanors against the said Earl.' And 
a question being stated upon the said Proposi- 
tion ; it was resolved in the affirmative. 

After which ; It was agreed, that the qoes- 
tion to be put to each lord; severally, beginning 
with the junior baron, shall be, 

' Is Thomas earl of Macclesfield guilty of 
' High Crimes and Misdemeanors, charged on 
' him by the . Impeachment of the Rouse of 
< Commons, or Not Guilty ?' 

And every lord present shall declare bis opi- 
nion, Guilty or Not Guilty, upon his honour, 
laying his.' right band upon his breast. 

May 95. A Message was sent to the Com? 
mons to acquaint them, . that the Lords are 
ready to proceed further upon tbe Impeach- 
ment against the earl of Macclesfield. An4 
the Managers being come, aud seated as be- 
fore; the usual proclamation was made for 
silence. After which the Speaker put 'the, 
question agreed on yesterday, tp all the Lord* 
present, ' beginning with the Junior Baron; 
And their lordships severally declaring their 
opinion* '* That he. was Guilty 

The Speaker declared, That the House had 
unanimously found the said earl Guilty of 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, charged upon 
him by the Impeachment of the House of Com- 
mons. Then the Managers were* directed to 
withdraw : And the House was adjourned dur- 
ing pleasure, to unrobe. 

The names of the Lords present, who una- 
nimously found him guilty, are as follows : 

Barons. Walpole* Lechmere, Ducie, On- 
slow, Bath urst, Foley, Masbam, Trevpr, Mont- 
joy (viscount Windsor of Ireland), Hay {earl of 
Kinnoul in Scotland), Gower, Herbert, Asb- 
burnham, Waldegra ve, Lynn, Cbrnwallis, Bruce, 
Brooke, Compton,Hunsdon, Clinton, Delawar, 
Percy, Ahergaveny. 

■ Bishops. Exeter, Bristol, Chichester, St. 
Davids, Norwich, Carlisle, Bangor, Glocester, 
Ely, Peterborough, Rochester, Oxford, St. 
Asaph, Winchester, Dqrham, London. 

Viscounts, Torrington, Harcourt, Cobharo, 
Tadcaster, (earl of Thomond in Ireland), Lons- 
dale, Hatton, Townshend, Say and Seal. 

Earls. Pomfret, Harborpugb, Cadogao, Susr. 
sex, Halifax,, Bristol, Strafford, Ferrers, Hay* 
Pelpraine, Stair, Orkney, Selkirk, pindlater, 
Bucjian, Rothes, Cholmondeley, Albemarle, 
Kocbford, Scarborough, Abingdon* Yarmouth* 
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Burlington, Carlisle, Scarsdale, Sunderland, 
Denbigh, Warwick, Northampton,, Leicester, 
Lincoln, Pembroke. ' 
* Marquis. Tweedale. 

Dukes, Cbandois, Manchester, Wharton, 
Newcastle, Ancaster, Roxburgh, Montross, 
Montague, Grafton, Greenwich, (duke of Ar- 
gyle in Scotland), Devonshire. 

Archbishop; Canterbury. 

The House being resumed, the duke of De- 
vonshire, lord president, signified to the House, 
" That last night he received a letter from the 
earl of Macclesfield, mentioning that he was 
ill of the stone And his grace also acquaint- 
ed their lordships, " He was this day informed, 
by one of the said Earl's Solicitors, that his 
lordship still continued ill/ 9 

Ordered, That this House will proceed fur- 
ther upon the Impeachment against Thomas, 
earl of Macclesfield to-morrow. 

May 26. The gentleman usher 1 of the Black 
Rod gave the House an account, " That he and 
the Serjeant at Arms had served their lordships' 
order on the earl of Macclesfield, for his atten- 
dance this day ; and that his lordship was at- 
tending, pursuant thereunto." The order of 
the day being read, for proceeding further upon 
the Impeachment of the earl of Macclesfield ; 
a Message was sent to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them, that their lordships are ready to 
proceed further upon the Impeachment against 
the said Earl. 

And the Managers being come, the usual 
proclamation was made for silence. Then the 
gentleman usher was directed to call in the * 
earl of Macclesfield. Who being come to the 
bar ; the SpeaktV acquainted him, " That the 
Lords had fully considered of his case ; and . 
had unanimously found him Guilty of High 
Crimes and Misdemeanours charged" upon him 
by the Impeachment of the House of Com- 
mons." 

Whereupon the said Earl mentioned some 
circumstances in mitigation of the crimes of 
which he had been accused : but was inter- 
rupted by the Managers for the Commons, as 
being irregular ; his lordship, in what he said, 
hot offering any thing in arrest of judgment. 

Then the said Earl acquainted the House 
with the uneasiness he was. at present under, in 
regard of his illness ; arid, submitting himself to 
their lordships' justice and mercy, begged to be 
dismissed any further attendance at this time. 
Upon which, the said Earl, as also the Mana- 
gers, were directed to withdraw. 

The House was adjourned during pleasure, 
for the Lords to put off their robes. 

Ordered, That Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
be committed to the custody of the gentleman 
usher of the black rod. 

Ordered, That this House witl now proceed 
to the consideration of what Judgment to give, 
upon the Impeachment against the said Earl. 

. And it being proposed, " That the said Earl 
be'fioed in the sum of 30,000/. to the King's 
majesly:" After debate; and reading the 
Judgment* of this House; iu the cases both of 
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the viscount St. Albans, and the earl of Mid-' 
dlesex : It Was proposed, u To ask the Opinion 
"of the Judges, Whether the Sale of an Office, 
that hath relation to the administration of jus- 
tice, be an offence against the Common Law ?" 
And a question being stated upon the said pro- 
position : It was resolved in the negative. 

Then, it being moved, " To resolve, That 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield be fined :" The , 
question was put thereupon, and it was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

protest on a\ Motion for disabling the Earl 
qf Macclesfield from holding any Employment, 
passing in the Negative.] The question was 
then put, " Whether the said Earl shall be for 
ever incapable of any office, .place, or employ- 
ment, in the state or commonwealth ?" It was 
resolved in the negative. Conteuts 42 ; Not 
Contents 42.* 

- " Dissentient' 

1. "Because it is certain that the honour 
and dignity of the crown, the security of our 
religious and civil rights, and the preservation 
of our most excellent constitution in church and 
state, entirely depend upon the probify, inte-; 
grity and ability of those persons whom his 
Majesty shall call to bis councils, and who 
shall be employed in any office, place or em- 
ployment in the state or commonwealth. 

£. " Because we conceive, a person - im- 
peached by the House of Commons of corrup- 
tion of the deepest dye, and who, after a full 
and legal trial, was by this House unanimously 
found guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors, 
charged on him by the House of Commons, 
which high crimes and misdemeanour? were 
committed by him in ihe execution of his high 
station as Lord High-Chancellor of Great 
Britain, ought, not to be exempted from this 
part of the sentence, which has always been 
thought proper to be inflicted by our ancestors, 
both in regard to the safety of the government, 
and the justice of this House, on persons con- 
victed of crimes of the like nature ; and we do 
not find one instance on the Journals of par- 
liament, where this penalty has been omitted. 

3. " We apprehend that his tylajesty haying 
removed the earl of Macclesfield from the trust 
reposed in him by the custody of the Great Seal, 
and having earnestly recommended to the 
Lords Commissioners appointed,to succeed him, 
the taking effectual care, that entire satisfac- 
tion be made to the suitors of the Court, and 
that such suitors be not exposed to any dangers 
for the future, and having fully expressed his 
gracious disposition that the said Lords Com- 
missioners should look narrowly into the beha- 
viour of all the officers under their jurisdiction, 
and should see that such officers act with the 
strictest regard to justice, and to the ease of 
his subjects, (which is a plain indication of hi? 
Majesty's just resentment of the Earl's ill con*- 

* When a motion for any resolution ojt 
order is made, if there be an equality of voices, 
it always passes in the negative, 
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duct, during bis presiding in t^e Court of Chan- 
cery) and having, in great tenderness to the in- 
jured nation, recommended the protection of , 
the unhappy sufferers to the justice of parlia- 
ment, we thought it incumbent upon us, on this 
great occasion, when ,the Commons have so 
clearly made out their cluirge against the im- 
peached earl, not to depart from the methods 
of our ancestors in the framing of oar sentence, 
with an unusual tenderness to a person, against 
whom the whole nation cries for justice, but to 
pursue their glorious steps upon the like occa- 
sions, and to incapacitate the said Earl from 
Jiaving any office, place of employment in the 
state or commonwealth, as the most effectual 
means to deter others from being guilty of the 
like crimes for the future.-- ( Signed), Whar- 
ton, Abingdon, Bruce, Strafford, Pom- 
fret, Denbigh, Compton 

« We do dissent to the be fore mentioned ques- 
tion for the Reasons following : 

%. "This House haying resolved, that the 
House of Commons have made good their 
charge of high crimes and misdemeanors against 
the Earl impeached, and by a subsequent reso- 
lution having unanimously declared him guilty, 
we are of opinion, that if is a necessary conse- 
quence in law, justice, honour and conscience, 
that the disabilities contained in the question 
proposed should be a part of his punishment, 
they being such, as we think, the wholesome 
laws and statutes, against which the Earl has 
offended, do expressly ordain for the punish- 
ment of his crimes, and such as the nature, cir- 
cumstances and consequences of his guilt do, 
in our opinions, most justly deserve. 

% a The Articles of the House of Commons, 
whereof the Earl is, in our Opinions, declared 
guilty, are an accusation of him for many re- 
peated acts of bribery, extortion, perjury ahd 
oppression, committed by colour of his office 
of Lord High Chancellor, and of many endea- 
vours to have concealed and suppressed the 
discovery of them, even from* the knowledge of 
his Majesty ; those crimes therefore, being by 
the laws of this land, and, as we believe, by the 
laws of all' civilized nations in the world, ad- 
judged to be crimes of an infamous nature, we 
think the incapacity proposed by this question 
to be one natural and unavoidable step to have 
been made by this House in the judgment on 
those crimes. 

3. "The Earl, in his Answer to the Articles 
of the Commons, hath asserted, that the taking 
the many sums by him from the Masters in 
Chancery, which sums he there calls presents, 
was never before looked upon to be criminal ; 
and hopes thai the giving or receiving such a 
present is not criminal in itself, or by the com- 
mon law pf this realm, and that there is not 
any act of parliament whatsoever by which the 
same is made criminal, or subject to any pu- 
nishment or judgment, which can be prayed in 
this prosecution : The Earl himself, and his 
counsel on his behalf, upon his trial, attempted 
%q justify his extortions (then called comple- 



ments) and endeavoured to maintain, that they 
are conformable to the laws of the land ; but 
we cannot Reflect on this behaviour of the Earl 
otherwise than as the highest dishonour thrown, 
by him, upon the laws and government of this 
kingdom, and a most daring and groundless 
endeavour to disparage the common law of the 
land, Magna Charta itself, the clear and ex* 
press injunctions of many statutes, particularly 
those passed in the reigns of Richard %, Henry 
4, and Edward 6, in this behalf, and of an act 
passed this session of parliament /or the in- 
demnification of the Masters in Chancery; 
against the plain sense of all which laws the 
Earl has, in our opinions, knowingly and wil- 
fully offended ; and as this unparalleled justifi- 
cation attempted by the Earl will be trans- 
mitted to all posterity, we think it absolutely 
necessary that the punishment proposed by this 
question should have been inflicted, in vindics* 
tion of the laws and government itself, against 
the aspersion the Earl has thrown upon both, 
and to prevent any imputation which may 
hereafter be cast on the honour and justice oi 
this House, as having, on this occasion,, in any 
degree seemed to favour or countenance such 
defence. 

4. "The Earl has in his Answer asserted 
some of bis practices to have been long used 
by his predecessors, and by others being chief 
justices, masters of the rolls, and other judges; 
and on his trial offered evidence to prove his 
assertion in four instances only, three of them 
in the time of one, and the other in the time' 
of his immediate predecessor ; but though those 
instances, as we think, were unattended with 
the many aggravations, of tf^ Earl's guilt in 
those respects, yet lest those examples, to- 
gether with that of the Earl, should hereafter 
be construed a mitigation of his, or an encou- 
ragement to the like offence, we think the 
punishment now proposed ought to have been 
inflicted, by which it would become the more 
exemplary ; and the rather, because it appears 
to us highly probable, that the imputation, as 
it is thrown by the Earl upon his predecessors, 
is unjust ; the memory of many of those wise 
and excellent persons never having been, as we 
believe, stained with an imputation, till the 
Earl cast it on them ; and some of his prede* 
cessors having, in several ages, fallen under the 
severe and strict inquisition of parliament for 
bribery and corruption, without any charge 
upon them for that criminal practice. 

5. " We are of opinion, That 'this House, 
now exercising its judicature as the supreme 
court in this kingdom, upon an accusation of 
the Commons for offences against the known 
laws of the land, has no legal power or authov 
rity to dispense with or. omit those punish- 
ments which are expressly ordained by positive 
acts of parliament ; and it appears to us to be 
indisputable, that the disabilities proposed by 
this question are expressly ordained by the 
Statute made 11 Hen. 4, and in some degree 
by the statute 5 and 6 Edw. 6, against buying 
and selling offices, for the very same offence* 
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•f which Ibis House hath, as we conceive, de- 
clared (and of which we are fully satisfied ia 
our consciences?) the Earl is guilty ; and the 
punishment proposed in this question hath been 
inflicted by the House in the cases of the lord 
Bacon and the earl of Middlesex, for corrup- 
tions, in our opinions, much less heinous than 
the crimes of 'the Earl impeached ; 'and the 
judgments given by this House on those two 
persons were founded, as we think, not only 
upon the nature of the crimes, but were di- . 
rented and prescribed by the acts of parliament 
above mentioned, and still remain on the re- 
cords of this House unimpeacbed, and their au- 
thority never judicially questioned, to our 
knowledge, but are often referred to and ap- 
proved by the most learned authors and judges 
of the laws of this land : we are therefore of 
opinion, that it was not only wise, but even 
that the law requires, that the judgment upon 
the Earl impeached should^ be* consonant in 
this respect to the judgment of this House, in 
those two instances ; whereby the law of the 
land in this particular stands declared, as we 
think, by the authority of the supreme judica- 
ture of the kingdom ; and which no power less 
than the authority of an act of parliament, in 
our opinions, can abrogate. 

6i " It having appeared, on the trial of the 
impeached Lord, that the most dangerous and 
destructive corruptions have been committed 
by bim whilst in the highest station in the ad- 
ministration of public justice, to the great dis- 
honour of the crown, and the detriment of 
great numbers of the King's subjects ; and, in 
one instance, whilst he (with others) was in the 
exercise of the regal 'authority ; we think it of 
tbe highest consequence to the honour and sup- 
port of his Majesty's government, and the 
satisfaction of tbe whole kingdom, that the 
Earl should, by the judgment of this House, 
have been incapacitated from ever having the 
power or opportunity of re-acting the like cor- 
ruptions, against which, as we conceive, there 
could be no security, but by inflicting upon 
him the disabilities proposed in this question. 

(Signed,) Scarsdale, Greenwich, 

Strafford, Denbigh, Buchan, Halifax, 
Harborough, Selkirk, Orkney, Ashburn- 
hatn, Wharton, Carlisle,. Litchfield, 
Gower, Brooke, Bruce, Manchester, 
Hay, Mas ham, Northampton, Abing- 
don, Bristol, Batburst, Lechmere, Sus- 
sex." 

Protest on a Motion to incapacitate the said 
• Earl from sitting in Parliament, fyc. passing 
in the Negative.] Then it being moved to re- 
solve, That the said Earl shall neeer sit in par- 
liament, nor come within the verge of the 
court, after debate, it was resolved in the ne- 
gative, by 45 against 39. 

u Dissentient' 
1. " We* cannot agree to this resolution for 
the reasons given in the last Protest ; and fur- 
ther, we conceive, that there was the greater 
necessity for tfce punishment proposed in this, 
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from tbe determination of the House on the 
former question, from whence (and also from 
tbe question having passed in' the negative) 
there remains, as we apprehend, no punishment 
but a pecuniary one, to be inflicted on the im- 
peached Earl tor his heinous and unexampled 
misdemeanors ; which punishment we think 
(and we fear the whole nation will judge) to he 
utterly unadequate to his' transgressions, and 
not consistent with the resolutions already 
passed by this House upon the Earl, whereby 
he is rendered in judgment of law, as we think, 
an infamous person, and not capable of bear- 
ing testimony as a witness, much less to sit in 
this supreme court as a judge, perhaps on 
points of the highest moment to the kingdom, 
and over the lives, liberties and properties of 
the subjects, many of which he has, in our opi- 
nions, already so notoriously injured. 

2. " Because we find, that the punishment 
now proposed has been inflicted in the two in- 
stances of lord Bacon and the earl of Middle- 
sex ; and tbe like in earlier, instances, particu- 
larly in the case of Hubert de Burgo, created 
earl of Kent, who was afterwards charged in 
parliament for counselling the King to cancel 
Magna Charta, and for other offences; and 
was degraded from his dignity by the judgment 
of his peers; and we conceive, that the con- 
demnation which this House has already pass- 
ed on this earl is founded upon the most ag- 
gravated guilt which has ever appeared in any 
criminal, whose ,ofFences were not capital ; 
amongst which his repeated wholesales (as we 
conceive them to be) of the justice of the 
Court of Chancery, in the corrupt dispositions 
of the Offices of the Masters, were, as far as in 
him lay, so many barters and sales of Magna 
Charta itself, by which the sale of justice is 
prohibited. 

3. " We conceive it to be utterly inconsis- 
tent with the honour and dignity of this House, 
to suffer a lord condemned, as we think/ for 
the most dangerous corruptions committed by 
him whilst he was a judge, to continue after- 
wards in the enjoyment of his seat in this 
House, under no other censure than of a fine, 
and imprisonment till that is paid ; because, 
we fear, it may hereafter give too much en- 
couragement to the' worst corruptions in the 
greatest officers of state, if, from the example 
of this earl, it should be hoped their crimes 
may be ransomed by a small part*, perhaps, of 
their corrupt and extorsive gains; by which 
means the greatest offenders of this sort may 
think their impunity the more secure, by so 
much the higher that they carry, and the more 
they succeed in their corrupt practices: We 
think also, that the sum of 30,000/., if that 
should be the fine, does very little, if at all, 
.exceed the gross sums this earl has received, 
as we believe, in bounties from bis Majesty, 
over and above tbe due profits of. |ris offices, 
and the other great sums he has extorted and 
still retains ; we are therefore of opinion, that 
the infamy, which, we think, is due lo the 
crimes of which the earl is condemned, should * 
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have been Jixed upon him by the disability 

proposed in this question. (JSigned), Scars- 

dale, Wharton, Strafford, Selkirk, Man- 
chester, Gower, Battmrst, Harborough, 
Northampton, Brooke, Bruce, Buchan, 
Denbigh, Halifax, Lechmere, Masham> 
Greenwich, Ashburnham, Abingdon, 
Carlisle, Bristol, Hay, Litchfield, Ork- 
ney." 

We dissent to the last mentioned Question 
for the reasons following : 

' 1. " For the first Reasons given on the 
foregoing Question, which, we apprehend, 
hold the stronger against his being permitted 
to sit in the highest court of judicature, since 
it may expose the judgment of this House to 
censure, when a person guiltv of such corrupt 
practices shall be one of the judges. 

2. " We apprehend, that a person whom 
his' Majesty has in such a manner, removed 
from. being a judge of his subjects, properties, 
cannot be thought fit to sit in this House, m 
such case as may affect the lives of every peer 
of this House,- and the property of all the sub- 
jects of Great Britain. f$g»ed),Wharton, 

Pomfret, Abingdoq, Bruce, Compton, 

Strafford." 

The SpeakeYs Speech to the Managers of Ike 
Impeachment of the Earl of Macclesfield J] 
Jfey 2f\ The Lords sent a Message to the 
Commons, acquainting them/ That their lord- 
ships were ready to give Judgment against 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, if the Commons, 
with their Speaker, would come and demand 
the same. Hereupon a motion was made, and 
the question proposed, " That this House will 
demand Judgment of the Lords against Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield which occasioned a 
warm debate, that lasted till rive in the after- 
noon, when the previous question being put, 
Thit the question be now put, it was carried 
in the affirmative, by a majority of 130 voices 
against 65 ; and then the main question being 
put, it was resolved, " That this House will 
demand judgment against Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield." This done, the Commons re- 
solved, nem. con. " That the Thanks of this 
House be given to the members, who were ap- 
pointed the Managers of the Impeachment 
against Thomas earl of Macclesfield, for their 
faithful management in their discharge of the 
trust reposed in them." Hereupon 

Mr. 'Speaker gave them (they standing up 
severally in their places) the Thanks of the 
House, as follows : 

"Gentlemen; 
" It is with the'greatest cheat fulness, titer I 
obey the commands of the House on this oc- 
casion, and yet I was never, on any occasion, 
more sensible of the difficulty of performing' 
tbc» as I oagbt ; / bat I have this satisfaction- 
ire this- motion's being made when I least ex- 
pected >it, that my not being prepared may be 
tonwet case- for these* defects, which I should 
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not have been able to have supplied, bad I had 
ever so long a time for consideration. 
'< Gentlemen; 
" You have maintained the charge of the 
Commons, with that force of argument, 
beauty of expression, and strength of reason, 
as would have gained you the highest applause, 
in the most flourishing of the Grecian com- 
monwealths ; and I may add, 

• Nec dignius unquam 

' Majestas mem i nit sese Romana loquutun).' 

But I shall not inlarge farther on this part of 
your praise, being sensible that I am not able 
to express myself in a manner suitable to the 
dignity of the subject : your own tongues are 
only suitable to such /in undertaking; and 
were I able to do it, your modesty would not 
permit it : I shall therefore proceed in obeying 
the commands of the House, in such a manner, 
' as you yourselves may hear it, not only without 
offence, but I hope with satisfaction ; by ea- 
deavouring to set in their proper lights the 
great and lasting benefits yoor country will 
receive by your faithful discharge of your duty. 

" You have stopped the cries of orphans, 
and dried up the " tears of the widow ; even 
those who must ever be insensible of the bene- 
fits they receive, ideot* and lunatics, (and such 
only can be insensible of them) will be par- 
takers of the fruits of your labours. s 

u But you are more particularly in titled to 
the thanks of this House, by having made the 
prosecutions of the Commons, against great 
offenders practicable : The^ power of impeach- 
ment, that sword of vengeance, which the 
constitution has put into the hand of the Com- 
mons, (and which, when drawn by party-rage, 
when directed by the malice of faction; or 
wielded by unskilful hands, has too often 
wounded that constitution it was intended to 
preserve) has now, by your able management, 
turned its edge to his proper object, a great 
offender; and if the wound it has. given, should 
not be so deep, as many expect : yet you may 
.be very sure, it never can be imputed to the 
want of strength in your arm : And I hope 
and trust, from your prudent conduct through 
the whole progress of the Trial, that this great 
privilege of the Commons will ever remain a 
terror to evil doers ; and that ic may be a 
praise 7 to them that do well ; t he-House has 
unanimously come tor this resolution, 

" Resolved, nem. con. That the Thanks of 
" this House be given to the members, who 
t( were> appointed the Managers of the Impeach* 
" ment against Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
" for their faithful management in their dis- 
t( charge of the trust reposed in them." 

The Commons unanimously resolved, that 
Mr, Speaker be desired to print the Speech 
he had made on that occasion ; and sent sir 
William Gage with a Message* to the Lords, to 
acquaint them, That the Commons, with their 
Speaker, intended immediately to come to the 
House of Lords, to demand J udgmen t against 
Thomas eari of Maeetesfield, afld therefore dc* 
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tired the Painted Chamber and -passage* to 
the House of Lords might be cleared. 

Which desire being readily complied with, 
the Commons with Mr, Speaker, (with the 
mace) went up to the bar of the House of Lords. 

Judgment pronounced upon the Earl of 
Macclesfield.] May 27. The Speaker of the 
House of Commons, attended by the Serjeant 
at Afros belonging to that House came, to the 
bar of the House of Lords. When the Lord 
Chief Justice, Speaker of this House, directed 
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to 
bring thither the earl of Macclesfield; who, 
after low obeisances made, kneeled until the 
said Lord Chief Justice acquainted him. He 
might rise. 

Then the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons spake as follows : 

" My Lords, 

" The knights, citizens, and burgesses, in 
parliament assembled, in the name of them- 
selves and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
did, at this bar, impeach Thomas earl of Mac* 
clesfield of High Crimes and Misdemeanors; 
and did exhibit Articles of Impeachment against 
him, and have made good their Charge : 

" Ldo, therefore, in the name of the knights, 
citizens, and burgesses, in parliament assem- 
bled, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
demand Judgment of your lordships, against 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, for the said High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors/' 

After which, the Speaker of the House of 
Lords said, 

** Mr. Speaker; the Lords are now ready to 
proceed to Judgment, in the case by you men- 
tioned. 

" Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 
" The Lords having unanimously found you 
" Guilty of High Crimes and Misdemeanors) 
" charged on you by the Impeachment of the 
" House of Commons ; so that their lordships 
" find themselves obliged to proceed- to Judg- 
" ment against you ; which I am Ordered to 
" pronounce > * . 

" Therefore this High Court doth adjudge, 
<< That you, Thomas earl of Macclesfield, be 
" fined in the sum of 30*000/. unto our 
" Sovereign Lord the King : and that you 
" shall be imprisoned in the Tower of 
" London, and there kept in safe custody 
" until you shall pay the said fine/' 
Which done, the Speaker with the Commons 
withdrew, and the earl of Macclesfield was 
taken from the bar. - 

Ordered, " That the Speaker of this House 
do give order for the printing and publishing 
the Trial of Thomas earl of Macclesfield ; and 
that no other person but such as he shall ap- 
point do presume to print the same/' 

Ordered, " That the said earl of Maccles- 
field be committed to the Tower of London, 
there to be kept in safe custody, until he shall 

Soy the abovementioned fine of 30,000/.*to the 
ling; and that the Gentleman Usher of the 
Black -Bod, in whose custody the said earl at 



present is, do him safely convey to the said 
Tower, and deliver him to the constable there- 
of; or, in his absence, to the lieutenant or 
deputy lieutenant of the same ; and that the 
said constable, lieutenant, or deputy lieutenant, 
do receive the body of the said earl, and him 
keep in safe custddy there, until he shall nave 
paid the said fine V ' 

Protest against committing the Bill in favour 
of Lord Bolingbroke.'] May 92. A report 
being mado from the Committee of the whole 
House, on the Bill, " For enabling Henry St. 
John, late Viscount Bolingbroke, and his heirs 
male, notwithstanding his attainder, to enjoy 
several estates, according to such interests as 
are limited in a certain Indenture, and other 
assurances therein mentioned, and for other 
purposes/' That the Committee had made some 
progress in the Bill ; the question was put, 
whether the House shall be nut into a Commit- 
tee again upon the said Bill on Monday next, 
it was resolved in the affirmative, by 46 against 
28. * 

" Dissentient' 
'■ 1. " Because we apprehend it to be incon- 
sistent with the honour and dignity, which, in 
all cases, should be observed in the proceeding* 
of this House, to make a resolution, especially 
upon debate, to put the- House into a Commit* 
tee on this Bill, at the same instant or moment 
of time on which, by ad order of the 21st in- 
stant, it was resolved, that the House would 
farther proceed on the Impeachment of ^he- 
earl of Macclesfield ; and it does not appear to 
us, that any precedent is to be found on the 
Journals of this House, to warrant this resolu- 
tion in that respect. 

2. " We conceive that 4 this resolution may 
draw on a debate or doubt in the House, touch- 
ing the preference to be given by the House to 
the further progress on this Bill, or to the fur- 
ther proceeding on the v said Impeachment ; 
which debate, if any such should happen, we 
think, may be attended with ill consequences ; 
the matter of the said impeachment, so press* 



* " The earl of Macclesfield Was carried to 
the Tower, and confined in the same apart- 
ment as was formerly the earl of Oxford's; 
and, tfctee days after, the King in council or- 
dered his name to be struck out of the list of 
privy-counsellors. The earl paid his fine about 
six weeks after, and was discharged from his 
confinement. Sir Peter King, being created 
baron' of Oakham in Surrey, succeeded him in 
the chancellorship/' Tindal. 

A biographical notice of the earl of Mac- 
clesfield will be found in vol. 7, p. 558, of this 
work. 

Of a disgraced favourite the excellencies are 
forgotten, and the errors magnified. Stafford- 1 
shire, it was said on this occasion, had pro* 
duced three of the greatest rogues that ever 
existed ; Jack Sbeppard, Jonathan Wild, ami 
lord Macclesfield. See Hatton's History of 
Derb^ p. 29?. ' 
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infc and necessary, is our opinions, to the pub- 
lic justice of the nation, being compared with 
this Qill, which contains, as we think, extraor- 
dinary and undeserved bounty and reward to a 
person impeached by the Commons, and as yet 
attainted for treasons, which tended to the Over- 
throw of the Protestant Succession to the crown 
of these realms, and to the placing the Pre- 
tender on the throne. ( Signed,) Warring- 
ton, Coventry, Lechmere." 

Protest againtt patting the mid Bill.] May 
24. The Bill was read the third time : And 
the question being put, that the Bill do pass, it 
was resolved in the affirmative by 75 against 25. 
" Dissentient' 

1. " Because the purport and intention of 
this Bill is to repeal several acts of parliament 
passed since his Majesty's accession, whereby 
nil the estate and interest of the late lord Bo- 
lingbroke, in the lands mentioned in this Bill, 
being forfeited to the crown for high treason, 
were vested in trustees, and still remain appro- 
priated for the use and benefit of the public ; 
the value of which lands amount, as we believe, 
to several thousand pounds per annum ; we 
therefore think it unjust to all the subjects of 
this kingdom, who have borne many heavy 
taxes, occasioned, as we believe, in great mea- 
sure, by the treasons committed, and the re- 
bellion which was encouraged by this person, 
to take from the public the benefit of his for- 
feiture. 

2. " It appears from the Articles of Im- 
peachment exhibited by the Commons against 
the late lord Bolingbroke, whereof he now 
stands attainted by Act of Parliament, that he 
stood charged with the, commission of several 
treasons of the most flagrant and dangerous 
nature, committed by him whilst he was Secre- 
tary of State to her fate Majesty Queen Anne, 
for traitorously betraying her most secret coun- 
cils to the king of France, then at war and in 
enmity with her Majesty ; and with other 
treasons lending to destroy the balance of Eu- 
rope, and to reuse the then exorbitant power of 
the French king, who not long before had pub- 
licly acknowledged the Pretender to be the 
lawful and rightful king of these realms. 

3. " The treasons wherewith he was charged, 
we conceive, were fully confessed by his flight 
from the justice of parliament; but Ids guilt 
was afterwards, as we think, indisputably de- 
monstrated, by J he new treasons be openly and 
avowedly committed against his present Ma- 
jesty ; it being notorious, and it having been 
declared to the House on the debate of this 
Bill, that he did, soon after his flight, enter 
publicly into the councils and services, of the 
Pretender, Who was then fomenting and carry- 
ing oh a rebellion within these kingdoms for the 
dethroning his Majesty, into which rebellion 
many of his Majesty's subjects, as well peers as 
commoners, were drawn, as we believe, by the 
example or influence of the late lord Boling- 
broke ; and for which treason many peers and 
commoners have been since attain ted, and 

3 



some of them executed, and their estates both 
real and personal become forfeited by their at- 
tainders, and as yet continue under tbtfse for- 
feitures. 

4. " We have riot been informed of any pa* 
ticular public services which this person hath 
performed to his Majesty or this nation, since 
his commission of the many high and danger- 
ous treasons before-mentioned, and in case he 
has done any, they must be of such a nature as 
ought, in our opinions, to be. rewarded in ano- 
ther manner than is provided by this Bill, and 
for which, we think, the crown is otherwise suf- 
ficiently enabled ; and the sincerity of his hav- 
ing quitted the interest of the Pretender may, 
in our opinions, be justly suspected, he never 
having, as appears to us, throughout the pro- 
gress of this Bill in both Houses, once signified 
his sorrow for the treasons he had committed ; 
and if he had really abandoned that interest, 
his private intelligences or services, with re- 
gard to the interest or councils of the Pre 
ender, can't reasonably be supposed, in our 
opinions, to be of great value. 

5. u We think that no assurances which this 
person hath given, nor any services he dan have 
performed since his commission of the treason's 
aforesaid, or any farther obligations he can 
enter into, can be a sufficient security to his 
Majtesty, or the kingdom, against his future in- 
sincerity, which may happen, be having already 
so often violated the most solemn assurances 
and obligations, and in defiance of them having 
openly attempted the dethroning of his Ma- 
jesty, and the destruction of the liberties of his 
country. 

6. " We think the services he may have per- 
formed, if any, ought not to be rewarded either 
in the degree or the manner provided by this 
Bill, it having been found by experience, in 
cakes of like nature, that the strongest as- 
surances have afterwards proved deceitful ; for 
whic^. reason we conceive it to be unwise and 
dangerous to give such rewards as cannot be 
be recalled, though the assurances should be, 
broke; and we believe it to be the known 
policy and universal practice of wise govern- 
ments to keep the persons, claiming merit front 
such 'services as the late lord Bolingbroke can 
possibly have performed since the commissions 
of his treasons, dependent on the government 
for the continuance of those rewards. 

7. " The pardon of the late lord Bolingbroke, 
under the Great Seal, having been communi- 
cated to the Hduse, and under consideration 
on the debate of this Bill, we think, thai this 
Bill ought not to pass, because k may hereafter 
be construed, in some degree, to confirm or 
countenance that pardon ; and we are of opi- 
nion, that that pardon, though it may be legal 
as to the treasons committed by him since his 
attainder, yet so far as it may be construed, if 
that should be, to pardon or affect the act of 
attainder of the late lord Bolingbroke, or the 
impeachment of the Commons, on which that 
act is founded, it is a most dangerous violation 
of the ancient rights and freedom of the king* 
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dom, and will defeat the whole use and effect 
of the impeachments by the Commons; which 
is, as we think, the chief institution, arising 
even from the constitution itself, for the pre- 
servation of the government, and for the at- 
taining parliamentary justice ; and tends, as 
we conceive, to render the rights and judica- 
ture of this House, on impeachments and bills 
of attainder, vain and Useless; all which ancient 
rights of both Houses, and of the subjects of 
this nation, were saved to them by the Revo- 
lution, and were intended, as we conceive, to 
have been for ever preserved to „ them irt their 
full extent, by the act passed in the reign of 
the late king William, of ever glorious memory, 
by which the crown of these realms is limited 
sad settled on his present Majesty and his 
issue, and in which act it stands declared, that 
no pardon under the Great Seal shall be plead- 
able to an impeachment of the Commons. 

8. u We are of opinion, that the power of 
dispensing mercy is an ancient inherent right 
of the crown of these realms, and the exercise 
of it of great benefit to the people, when it is 
wisely and properly applied ; but it being in- 
cumbent on us, in the vote we give for or 
against passing this Bill, to judge between the 
late lord Bohngbroke, and to consider the 
right and title lie appears to us to Jiave to the 
benefits of this Bill, and the concern which, on 
the other side, the honour, interest and safety 
of the king and his rovai family, and the whole 
kingdom, have, in our opinion, from the con- 
sequences of it, we'think we cannot be justified 
in our own thoughts, with regard to the latter, 
or to our posterity, if we should consent that 

this Bill should pass. (Signed; Bristol, 

Coventry, Onslow, Clinton, Lechmere." 

The Earl of MacclesjieWs Fine applied to 
the Relief of the Suitors in Chancery.] May 31. 
The Commons resolved, netn. can. That an 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
" That he would be graciously pleased to 
order, that the Fine imposed by the House of 
Lords, on Thomas earl of Macclesfield, or any 
part thereof, as the same shall be paid into the 
Exchequer, be issued and paid into the Court 
of Chancery, to be applied towards making 
good any of toe losses of the Suitors occasioned 
by the deficiencies of the Masters of the said 
Court, as that Court shall think fit to direct." 
And it was ordered, That the said Address be 
presented to bis Majesty by such members of 
the House as are of his Majesty's most honour-* 
able privy council. About half an hour after, 
Mr. Robert Walpole reported to the House, 
Tha( the said Address had been presented to 
his Majesty; and that his Majesty had Com- 
manded him to acquaint the House, That he 
would give the necessary orders according to 
the desire of the House. 

The King's Speech at the Close of the Session] 
The same/ day, the King being come to the 
{louse of Lords, with the usual state, and the 
Commons being tent for up and attending, his 
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Majesty gave the royal assent to the Bill in 
favour of the late lord viscount Bolingbroke, 
and to several other Bills. ^ , 

After which the lord King*, Speaker of the 
House of Lords, read bis Majesty's Speech to 
both Houses of Parliament, as follows: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen $ 
" I am come to put an end to this session of 
parliament, which, thotigh it has been extended 
to an unexpected length, has been so well 
employed for the service and interest of the 
public, that I assure myself it will" be to the 
genera] satisfaction of the nation. 

U Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
" The prudent use you have made of the 
present flourishing state of credit, by a certain 
reduction of more than 3,700,000/, to an in- 
terest of 4 per cent, and by a wise provision . 
for the- redemption thereof by Parliament* 
without farther notice, on payment of such' 
sums as the circumstances of the government 
will from time to time' admit, has secured a 
considerable addition to the Sinking Fund, not 
subject to the hazard of future events. 

You have not only raised the supply for 
the service of the current year, at the lowest 
rate of interest that has ever been known, but 
without laying any new burthen on my people: 
you have enabled me to discharge the debts of 
my Civil Government ; debts contracted by ne- 
cessary and unavoidable expences, and in sup- 
port of such measures of government as have 
greatly increased the happiness of my people ; 
yon have thereby shewn your just regard to 
my honour, and the dignity of the crown. 

* Of Lord Chancellor King, who was nephew, 
on his mother's side, to our great metaphysi- 
cian Mr. Locke, the following particulars are 
recorded on bis monument in Ockham church, 
Surry, and in Collins's Peerage : 

" He was born in the city of Exeter, of wor- 
thy and substantial parents, but with a genius 
greatly superior to his birth. By his industry, 
prudence, learning and virtue, he raised him* 
self to the highest reputation, and to the most 
dignified employments in the state. He ap- 
plied himself to his studies in the Middle Tern* 
pie, and to an exact and complete knowledge 
of* all the brandies of the law, he added the * 
most extensive learning, theological and civil. 
He was chosen a member of the House of 
Commons in 1699, Recorder of the city of 
London in 1708, and, in the same year, had 
the honour of knighthood conferred on him by 
queen Anne. On the Accession of George the 
First in 1714, he was made Chief Justice of 
the Common Pleas. In .4725 he was created 
Baron King of Ockham, in Surry ; and raised 
to the post of Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, which he held also in the reign of George 
the Second. But sinking into a paralytic^ dis- 
ease, under the labour and fatigues of this 
weighty place, he resigned it in November 1,733, 
and died July 2*, 1734, aged 65; a stead/ 
friend to true religion and liberty, 9 
21 
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" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" As all our public blessings are the happy 
effects of the general tranquillity we ndw enjoy, 
I cannot but express my satisfaction in the 
provision you have made for suppressing and 
preventing disturbances and commotions, in 
those parts where the peace of the kingdom 
might have been most endangered. Nothing 
more remains necessary, than to tell you, that 
I entirely depend on the faithful discharge of 
your duties in your several stations, and on 
jrour constant care in your respective coun- 
tries, to preserve the peace and quiet of the 
"public; but I know not how to part with you 
without first returning you my very hearty 
thanks, for tbe many repeated instances you 
have, in this session, given me of your dnty 
and affection; all such returns may be ex- 
pected from me, as can be made by the most 
indulgent prince to an affectionate and loyal 
people." 

Then the' Speaker of the House of Lords, 
by his Majesty's command, , prorogued the 
parliamen t to the 1st day of July following. 

Principal Occurrences during the Re- 
cess. — Knights of the Bath revived.— The 
King sets out for Hanover.' — Riots in Scot- 
land. — Foreign Affairs. — Treaty of Vienna. — 
Treaty of Hanover. — The King's stormy Pas- 
sage to England.] Presently after the end 
Of tbe session, the King revived the order of 
Knights of tbe Bath, of whom prince WilKatn 
was the first, and the duke of Montague was 
appointed grand master. Among tbe knights 
were sir Robert Walpole, and his son the 
lord Walpole. The whole number was 38, 
including the sovereign. Several promotions 
were likewise made. Mr. Methuen was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the houshold, and the earl 
Lincoln, cofferer in the room of Mr. Pulteney. 
William Bateman was created baron of Cal- 
more, in Ireland, and .viscount Bateman. 
Soon after sir Robert Walpole was made' 
Knight of the Garter * 



* " On this event Walpole had the honohr of 
being congratulated by the author of the Night 
Thoughts, in a poem called the Instalment. 
The Poet commences in an exalted strain of 
panegyric, by invoking the shades of the de- 
ceased knights to descend from Heaven to 
assist at the inauguration of their new com- 
peer : 

Ye mighty dead, ye garter'd sons of praise ! 

Our morning stars ! our boast in former days ! 

Which hov*ring o'er, your purple wings display, 
* Iwr'd by the pomp of this distinguished day, 3 

Stoop and attend : by one the knee be bound ; 

One, throw the mantle's crimson folds around ; 
t By that, the sword on his proud thigh be plac'd, 

This, clasp the diamond girdle round his waist; 

His breast, with rays, let just Godolphin spread j 

Wise Burleigh plant the plumage on his head ; 

And Edward own, since first he fix'd the race, 

None prest fair glory with a swifter pace." 

Coxe's Walpole. 



The King having settled his affairs in Eng- 
land, and appointed the lords justices, set out 
for Hanover the 3rd of June. 

The Scots, ever since the Union, had very 
unwillingly paid any of tbe taxes that had been 
laid on die United Kingdom ; and had behaved 
on all such occasions, as if they thought them- 
selves injured, when they were obliged to con- 
tribute any thing towards the public expence. 
The enemies to the government failed not to 
feed this ill humour, and, under colour of zeal 
for the old constitution, to set the people 
against that, which was now established. The 
Malt-tax was most clamoured against ; and it 
was foreseen, that it would not be collected 
without peril to the officers. At Edinburgh 
indeed, the excisemen were suffered to take an 
account of the malsters' stock in hand; but 
those at Glasgow were obliged to apply lo the 
commissioners of the excise at Edinburgh for 
protection and assistance, their lives being 
threatened, if they offered to visit the malt- 
houses. The commissioners applied to major- 
general Wade, commander in chief of tbe forces 
in Scotland, who, on the 23rd of June, sent 
captain Bushel, with two companies of sol- 
diers to Glasgow, where they arrived the next 
day in the evening. At their entrance into the 
town, they found a great mob of men, women, 
* and boys, who gave them abusive language, 
and threw stones at them, as they marched 
along the streets crying aloud. No Malt-tax. 
The officer desired them to forbear, for be 
meant them no harm. The provost gave him 
billets for quartering his men, but told him, be 
could not put him in possession of the guard- 
room, because the rabble had locked it op, 
and carried away the key, as soon as they 
heard the soldiers were coming. Tbe officer, 
up willing to exasperate them, by forcing open 
the door,, ordered the guard to be kept at a 
public bouse, which they hired for that purpose. 
About 11 o'clock that night, several thousands 
of the mob got together about the house of Mr. 
Daniel Campbel, representative in parliament 
for Glasgow, threatening to plunder it. Upon 
which captain Bushel sent an officer to the pro- 
vost, letting him know the mischief they de- 
signed to commit; and that he was ready with 
his men to assist him in preventing it. But 
bis answer was, He thought the number of bis 
soldiers too few, and therefore he would make 
no use of them. Thus the rabble, finding no 
opposition, nor even the appearance of a ma- 
gistrate to restrain their fury, with hatchets and 
Other instruments forced into the house, and 
turned out two or three of Mr. Campbel's ser- 
vants (he, with his wife, having the day before 
retired to his country-house) and fell to plun- 
dering every thing they could carry away, and 
destroying what was not portable. This riot 
continued till nine the next morning, when seve- 
ral of the mob were lying drunk in the house, with 
the wine and liquors they found in the cellars, 
but the magistrates did not get any of them se- 
cured. The officers of the excise hid them- 
selves as well as they could: Some of them 
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fell into the hands of the mob, and with great 
difficaity 'escaped with their lives, after having 
been unmercifully beaten. The rabble were 
then pretty quiet, till about four in the afternoon, 
'when they began to meet again; women, or 
men in womens cloatbs, beating drums about 
the streets to call them together. Captain 
Bushel, not knowing what their designs' might 
be, ordered the soldiers to be near the guard- 
room, which the provost had now caused to be 
opened: But the mob did not lpng keep their 
secret ; for they advanced towards the guard, 
crying, Drive the dogs out of town : We will 
cut them to pieces/ The officer said i again 
4 We mean you no hurt, but, if you continue 
to provoke the soldiers, we shall not be able to 
restrain them from firing at you.' The rabble, 
answered, ' You dare not fire with ball ;' and 
continued throwing stones in such quantities, 
and so large, that they broke some of the locks 
of the soldiers pieces, and their bayonets, and 
wounded several men. Upon which they 
were ordered to 'fire over the heads of the mob 
to frighten them ; but they advanced still upon 
the soldiers, and throwing stones in greater 
quantities, the soldiers at last fired on them, 
and killed or wounded three or four, which 
made them retire to some distance. In this 
short interval, the provost sent to captain 
Bushel, desiring him to save himself and his 
men, by . retreating out of the town ; for the 
rioters were collecting all the arms they could ; 
and, if he did not march away, there would be 
more bloodshed. The captain, taking his ad- 
vice, marched immediately lor Dunbartoo, 
being followed by great numbers of the mob, 
and that so closely, that he was forced to fire 
now and then to secure his retreat out. of the 
town. Three or four hundred of them followed 
him six miles, but they durst not come up with 
him. He sent an officer from Pun barton to 
Edinburgh, to give general Wade an account of 
what had happened j and, on the 8tb of July, 
the general, accompanied by Duncan Forbes, 
lord* advocate, set out from Edinburgh, and at 
noon the next day joined a body of forces, 
that had been ordered to draw together on a 
moor within two miles of Glasgow, consisting 
of four troops of horse, and a detachment of 
colonel Campbel's dragoons ; eight companies 
of the earl pf Deloraioe's regiment of foot ; 
the earl of Stair's regiment, and one of the 
new-raised Highland companies.- The general 
wrote a letter to the magistrates to let them 
know he was coming ; and the next day, about 
two o'clock in the afternoon, entered the town ; 
the troops advancing with silence and good 
order; and they were distributed into quarters 
without any disturbance. The two following 
days the' excisemen were set to take an account 
of the malsters stock in hand, and bad quiet ad- 
mittance. The rioters having endeavoured by 
circular Letters to every town of any note ' to 
excite tumnks, the mob rose July the 9th, at 
Elgin, attacked in the night-time three soldiers, 
who were posted cen tin els at a shop, wherein 
* was lodged a quantity of brandy, that had been 
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seized by the Custom-house officers, and obliged 
the soldiers to fire in their own defence, by 
which one of the rabble was killed. The sol- 
diers being overpowered were put in prison by 
the magistrates ; and the mob immediately car- 
ried off the brandy. The malsters at Glasgow 
complied with the terms of the act of parlia- 
ment. Many of the rioters were seized ; most 
of them mean persons. Near an hundred wit- 
nesses were examined, but little or nothing was 
found against any of them : It was all laid on 
those, who fled, and on strangers. The gene- 
ral and the lord advocate, having staid a week 
at Glasgow, returned to Edinburgh. The lord 
advocate committed seventeen men and boys, 
and four women, to prison. The provost, 
bailiffs, dean of guild, and deacon conveener 
were also apprehended, and the next day, 
under a strong guard of dragoons, sent to Edin- 
burgh. When they came near the city, there 
was a vast concourse of people at such an un- 
usual and unexpected sight, besides a great many 
merchants and men of note on horseback, who 
weut out to meet them, and accompanied them 
to the. prison doors, the Glusgow magistrates 
being in coaches. They did not continue long 
under confinement; for, this affair being 
brought before the lords justiciary, they were 
unanimous in their opinions, that they were in- 
nocent ; upon which they were immediately set 
at liberty. It was reported, that the whole 
royal boroughs of Scotland had come to a reso- 
lution to stand out against payment of the malt- 
tax. But they were so far from doing it, that, 
the * convention being assembled at Edinburgh 
on the 7th of July, they resolved to write a cir- 
cular letter to each of the royal boroughs, to foe 
sent by express, testifying the falshood of that 
report, and their abhorrence of the thought of 
resisting or not paying due obedience to the 
law, which has enacted the levying of that tax; 
exhorting the magistrates and governors of each 
royal borough, to concur vigorously with, the 
officers of the revenue, in the execution of the 
laws relating thereto, and in suppressing of all 
mobs, riots* and tumultuous assemblies ; and 
requiring them' every where to use all diligence 
for the discovery df the authors of such mali- 
cious reports and seditious practices; and to. 
acquaint the annual committee of the conven- 
tion therewith, that the offenders might be pro-, 
secuted, and brought to deserved punishment 
at the suit of the convention, as disturbers of 
the public peace. The rioters at Glasgow 
were brought to their trial before the court of 
justiciary, of which the earl of Hay was chief; 
and, Walter Buchanan, William Hamilton, 
George Macfarlane, Patrick Mitcbel,and Janet 
Balleny, being found guilty of the riot* the four 
men were, the next day, sentenced to be trans- 
ported, after they had been scourged at Glas- 
gow by the common hangman ; and Balleny, 
the woman, was sentenced . to stand twice in 
the pillory there ; so that no capital punish- 
ment was inflicted on any of these offenders. 

General Wade did likewise another very im- 
portant service to the public, by disarming, 
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pursuant to the act of parliament, the high- 
landers, Mackenzies, Macdonalds, Grants of 
Glenrnoriston, MacJeods, Chisholms, Stewarts, 
Cameron s, Macphersons, Mackintoshes, Mac- 
gregors, Gordons, Farquharsons, -Macfarhms, 
. and other clans, their tribes and followers ; as 
also the inhabitants of the isles of Sky and 
Mull; the arms amounting to between two and 
three thousand. The companies of the sol- 
diers left in the highlands were so posted, that 
they possessed all the considerable passes and 
thereby prevented the stealing of cattle. 
• As to foreign affairs, there were great altera- 
tions abroad this year. Mention has been 
made of the marriage of Lewis, prince of Astu» 
riag, with the duke of Orleans's second daugh- 
ter, and of king Philip's resignation of the 
crown to his son. It has been also related, 
how Lewis XV. of France was married to the 
infanta of Spain ; and madamoiselle de Beau- 
jolois, another of the duke of Orleans's daugh- 
ters, to don Carlos, infant of Spain by king 
Philip's second wife. The first marriage was 
consummated, but soon after dissolved by the 
death of Lewis king of Spain. Upon bis de* 
cease, his father, king Philip, resumed the 
crown. In the beginning of March 1? 24-5; 
the French king, who could never gain upon 
himself to be tolerably civil to the young in- 
fanta, declared his resolution to send her back 
into Spain. This was so highly resented by 
the court of Spain, particularly by the Queen, 
that it was resolved to send back to France 
snadamoiselle de Beaujolois, whose marriage 
with don Carlos . was yet unconsuramated ; 
which was accordingly done, and at the same 
time the infanta was sent to Madrid, the Spa- 
nish ministers, the marquis de Monteleone, and 
Patrick Lawless (the Pretender's agent in Eng- 
land in queen Anne's reign) returned with her. 

The queen of Spain's resentment did not end 
here. She resolved the French should inter- 
meddle no more in the Spanish affairs, and 
offered to adjust her differences with the em- 
peror (for which the congress of Cambray had 
been appointed) under the sole mediation of 
Great-Britain. This offer was refused by king 
George upon many accounts. ' The emperor 
was so far from seeking the sole mediation 
of Great Britain, with the same warmth as 
Spain, that be shewed such a coolness on the 
occasion, as not only indicated a jealousy, but 
foretold an unsuccessful issue in case it was 
assumed, besides, the accepting of it, in order 
to gratify the passions of the queen of Spain, 
must have disobliged France, with whom, ever 
since the death of Lewis XIV. the British court 
had contracted the strictest friendship. « The 
same motive still subsisted, that had induced 
king George to enter into a reciprocal confi- 
dence with that crown, the title of the house of 
Orleans to that monarchy in virtue of the treaty 
of l^trecht. The young king was as yet a 
minor, and unmarried, and the duke of Bour- 
bon, prime minister of France, who solely guid- 
ed the helm, was neat in reversion to the crown, 
after the young duke of Orleans, then unmar- 




ried, and of a weak constitution. ISUfeMol- 
ness therefore of the emperor, the eng^gtffeirt 
with France, and the prospect of disuniting for 
ever the house of Bourbon, by means of the 
branches of Orleans and Condi, induced king 
George not to accept the sole mediation, at 
the hazard of losing France, without any ap- 
pearance Of gaining, or, if gained, of keeping 
Spain one moment fixed to his interest or al- 
liance. Upon the King's refusal of the sole 
mediation, the emperor and queen of Spain 
resolved to adjust their differences by a secret 
negociation. This was managed on the part of 
Spain by the baron de Ripperda, a Dutchman, 
who had abandoned the Protestant religion, 
and entered into the Spanish service. The 
first treaty of Vienna was soon concluded, and 
signed the 30th of April, and, the next day, a 
treaty of commerce was also signed. It was 
urged, tbat, the mediators having for several 
years in vain endeavoured to reconcile toe 
emperor and king of Spain, they resolved to 
dp it by themselves without the intervention of 
any other power, especially since France had 
affronted Spain, by sending back the infanta, 
and England had refused to continue her me- 
diation at Cambray without France. 

By these Treaties, the emperor acknow- 
ledges Philip V. as lawful king of Spain and the 
Indies, and promises not to molest him in the 
possession of the dominions secured to him by 
the trenty of Utrecht, nor to appropriate to 
himself any right to them. King Philip; on 
his part, renounces all his pretensions' to the 
dominions in Italy and the Netherlands, ad- 
judged to the emperor by the treaty of London, 
in July 1722. The emperor grants (without 
the consent of the empire) the investiture of 
the dukedoms of Tuscany, Parma, and Pla- 
centia, to the queen of Spain's eldest son, in 
case these dukedoms should be vacant for want 
of heirs; the determination of king George and 
the regent of France in the treaty of London, 
that they are musculine fiefs of the empire, 
being taken for granted. Spain agreed to 
guarantee the succession of the Austrian do- 
minions according to the pragmatic sanction. 
By the treaty of commerce, the emperor's 
subjects were to have commercial advantages 
in Spain, to which no others were entitled; 
Spain was to guarantee the Osrend trade to the 
East Indies, and pay an annual subsidy of 
about four millions of pieces of eight. 

The treaty of peace was not liable to any 
great objection, though the article, by which 
Spain agreed to guarantee the succession of the 
Austrian dominions, according to the prag- 
matic sanction, gave some room to suspect, it 
was to operate in favour of Spain. And there- 
fore it did not alarm the other states, but it 
was not the same with the treaty of commerce, 
which was so much to the advantage of Eng- 
land and Holland, particularly with regard to 
the privileges granted to the Ostend India 
Company. 

But, besides these treaties, king George bad 
reason to suspect that another, much more r+? 
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pugnant to the interest of Great Britain, was 
also concluded. This suspicion was afterwards 
confirmed, not only by some indiscreet expres- 
sions of Ripperda, but by the most positive in- 
telligence from different persons, all capable of 
k oo wing the truth, and all concurring in the 
most material facts. By this third treaty, 
which was carefully concealed, it was declared 
that the Spanish minister having represented 
that the king of Great Britain - had promised 
the restitution of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, 
and that the king of Spain did insist upon it, 
the emperor would concur in employing force 
for restoring Gibraltar to Spain, if it could not 
be amicably effected. King George had more^ 
over cause to believe, that several other points 
of still more dangerous consequence, were 
settled between the emperor and Spain, parti- 
cularly that the two arch-duchesses should be 
married to the infants of Spain, and that means 
should be taken for placing the Pretender on 
the throne. This last article the king was 
informed of by a person of great rank, vera- 
city, and credit, though the emperor himself 
ordered his ministers to give, in his name, the 
most solemn denial of the fact. It must indeed 
be owned, that the duke of Bavaria received 
likewise assurances equally strong from the 
ministers of Vienna, that nothing had been 
transacted between the emperor and the court 
pf Madrid, relating to the marriage of an arch- 
duchess to a prince of Spain, though it was 
afterwards owned by the imperial ministers, 
and the execution of it openly demanded by 
those of Spain. Artd it may here be observed, 
that, if those marriages had taken place, aud 
the French king and the prince of Asturias at 
that lime, both princes of weak constitutions, 
had died without issue, it would have laid the 
foundation for the most formidable power ever 
known in Europe, by uniting together in 
one sovereign all the dominions belonging to 
the houses of Austria and Bourbon. 

In consequence of these treaties between the 
emperor and Spain, great sums, amounting to 
about a million sterling, were remitted in six 
months, from the signing of them by Spain, to 
Vienna. The court of Vienna gave immedi- 
ately the necessary orders for an augmentation 
of their own forces, with thirty thousand men, 
and took immediately into their pay thirty 
thousand more. Negotiations were set on 
foot for engaging other powers in support of 
their cause ; and particularly Russia, by her 
accession, was to furnish thirty thousand men. 

King George, jostly alarmed at these pro- 
ceedings, resolved to take such precautions, as 
were likely to defeat tbe pernicious designs of 
the new allies. The court of Vienna had be- 
haved with uncommon coolness towards the 
court of London, ever since the accession of 
king George. The emperor, whether out of 
some old personal enmity to the kingi or from 
•is jealousy of seeing a Protestant prince of 
Germany become sovereign of a powerful na- 
tion, behaved with great mdiflfereace, and in a 
?«ry contradictory manner towards bin on 



many occasions. He refused to guaranty the 
succession in his line, and denied him the in- 
vestiture of the duchies of Bremen and Ver- 
den, which he had a right to demand and ex- 
pect, as a purchaser and member of the em- 
pire, To this may be added, the late erection 
and support of the Ostend India company, in 
violation of treaties, which greatly affected the 
British commerce' to the Ea$-Indies, and 
against which the whole nation made loud 
complaints. Led by these motives, the treaty 
of Hanover was projected by king George, to 
check the ambitious views of the emperor and 
king. (or rather queen) of Spain, who, from 
being irreconcileable enemies, ran into each 
other's arms voluntarily, tying themselves down 
by treaty to the closest and strictest friendship. 
The xing succeeded in his design, and a treaty 
was concluded in September between England, 
France, and Prussia, in the usual forms of a 
defensif e alliance, with a mutual guaranty to 
protect the respective countries rights and pri- 
vileges, those of commerce in particular, which 
the parties enjoyed or ought to enjoy, as well 
out of as in Europe; which had a view to tbe 
Ostend company. There was nothing in the 
treaty that reflected directly or implicitly upon 
the conduct of any other power: Nor was . 
there any expression to be found in it, nor in- 
ference from it, or from the consequent mea- 
sures, to shew it was projected to increase the 
dominions and claims of the electorate of 
Jianover, or to involve Great-Britain in the 
quarrels of that electorate, or could give of- 
fenee to any but those who intended to offend. 
The treaty was to last fifteen years. There 
were three separate articles : The first related 
to tbe affair of Thorn, and was an engagement 
to procure satisfaction for what had been done 
contrary to the treaty of Qliva. By the se- 
cond the two kings electors engaged, in case 
the emperor declared war against France, not 
only to furnish their quota of troops, but to act 
in concert with his most Christian Majesty. 
By the third, France consented, that, if tbe 
empire declared against her, the two electors 
kings might furnish their quota, provided they 
furnished no more, and fulfilled their engage- 
ments to his most Christian Majesty. Thus 
was concluded the Treaty of Hanover, which 
has been painted in more invidious colours, 
than any transaction during the reign of king 
George. 

Tbe King, having, settled affairs abroad set 
out from Hanover on the 18th of December, 
O. S. and came to Helveet-Sluyce, where sir 
John Norris waited with the convoy and yachts, 
and where he embarked on board the Carolina 
yacht on New-yearVday, about one in the, af- 
ternoon. Towards seven that evening there 
arose a most violent storm with rain and hail, 
wich separated the ships one from another, 
except one man of war, commanded by cap- 
tain Dancey, who kept company with the 
king's yacht, on board which was sir John 
Norris. The tempest continued so high, and 
the sea so boisterous, for thirty six-hours, that 
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the whole fleet was in the utmost danger. On 
the 3d of January, the yachts and men of war 
were near Dover; and one of the yachts, 
with some of the king's attendants, entered the 
river; but it was thought more advisable, that 
the king should land at Itye, 1 where he arrived 
about noon. The king went immediately into 
the small boat, the tide being down ; and) as 
soon as he could reach a horse, which captain 
Pigram had brought him, he mounted it, rode 
by the wall, and over the new, bridge. The 
mayor,, Mr. Lambe, and the jurats, in their 
formalities, with the neighbouring gentlemen, 
attended the king, who alighted at the mayor's 
bouse, being saluted all the way with loud 
huzza's and acclamations. He was extremely 
fatigued, having eat nothing since the day he 
embarked. The. lord Townshend and his lady, 
who were in the Mary yacht, kept company 
with the king, and with some difficulty landed 
at the same place. On the 4th of January, a 
messenger, dispatched by the lord Townshend, 
arrived at the Cock-pit, with the agreeable 
news of the king's safe landing at Rye, from 
whence he intended to have set out for Lon- 
don on the 6th; but, the roads in that part of 
the country being unsafe from the fall of snow, 
it was found necessary to give orders for the 
clearing of the ways ; which done, the king 
began bis journey the next day, and having 
crossed the water from Rye, at a place called 
the point, lay that night at Hythe, the next at 
Sittingburne ; and on the 9th arrived in good 
health at St. James's*. 



FOURTH SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King's Speech at the Opening of the Ses- 
sion f ] January 20, 1726. The Parliament 



*Tindal. 

•f- " Your lordship's letter, with a draft of the 
King's Speech, came to us yesterday. I will 
certainly consider it in the best manner I am 
able, and be reaq'y to give you my poor thoughts 
upon it by letter, or upon your arrival. But 
it is necessary that I should suggest to your 
lordship, that if the parliament is to be opened 
in that manner, and the measures are to be put 
in execution, which seem resolved by the tenure 
of your lordship's several dispatches transmitted 
to the duke of Newcastle, which I have pe- 
rused since my return from the country, it will 
be advisable, if his Majesty can order his af- 
fairs accordingly, that the parliament should 
set about the middle of January* For the 
opening of the parliament in that manner, will 
immediately affect, the credit in some degree, 
which hi such cases being always worse at first, 
than after a little time and consideration, may 
probably make it necessary for me a little to 
nary my schemes of the supply, aad not ven- 
ture upon the strength of credit) which I have 
hitherto depended upon. 




being met at Westminster, pursuant j| 
last prorogation, the King went to the Hbofeof 
Peers with the usual state, and the Commons 
being come thither, his Majesty by the mouth 
of the Lord High Chancellor, made the follow- 
ing Speech to both Houses : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I have had such ffequent experience of the 
wisdom and seal of this parliament, on many 
important occasions, that it is with pleasure I 
now meet you agaio, and I make no doubt 
but that your endeavours for the good and ser- 
vice of your country will be as successful as 
they have hitherto been. 

" The distressed condition of some of our 
Protestant brethren abroad, and the ne^ocia- 
tions and engagements entered into by some 
foreign powers, which seem to have laid the 
foundation of new troubles and disturbances 
in Europe, and to threaten my subjects with 
the loss of several of the most advantageous 
branches of their trade, obliged me without any 
loss of time, to concert with other powers, such 
measures, as might give a check to the am- 
bitious views of those, who are endeavouring 

" This leads me to tell you, that the rumours 
of war begin now to obtain pretty much, and 
have their effects upon the stocks, which, as it 
is unavoidable, we must expect and provide ac- 
cordingly, but at the same time, not to take 
any steps which are not immediately necessary, 
and which in point of time, will be as effectual 
to all intents and purposes. I speak this in re- 
gard to fitting out ships, and manning squadrons, 
for it is most certain, that in three mouths, all 
that can possibly be wanted, may as certainly 
be got ready as in twelve months ; and one or 
two such squadrons as are talked of, may cer- 
tainly be had and got ready in all particulars, 
except seamen, which will at all times be an 
unequal difficulty, as well although delayed oil 
the beginning of the next year, as if orders were 
immediately given. 

" It is fit you should likewise be acquainted, 
that the Pulteneys build great hopes upon the 
difficulties they promise, themselves will arise 
from the foreign affairs, and especially from the 
Hanover treaty. I had a curiosity to open 
some of their letters, and find them full of this 
language. The last foreign mail brought a let- 
ter from count Staremberg to William Pul- 
teney, giving him great expectations of the ma- 
terials he should furnish him with, when it 
might be done with safety, and very strong in 
general terms upon what is transacting with 
you. Wise Daniel fills all his inland corres- 
pondence with reflections of the same kind, and 
gives all their fools great hopes of doing won- 
ders : their two only topics, are the civil list 
and the Hanover treaty ; but I cannot learn 
they have gained a man but righteous sir 
Joseph [Jekyll.] I am, with great truth and 
aflfection." Sir Robert Walpole to Lo^d Towns- 
bend, Nov, 3d— Dec. 10, 1736V SieGau'i 
Walpole. . ~ 
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means of preventing a war, and continuing to 
os the blessings of peace and prosperity." 



to render themselves formidable, and put a 
stop to the" farther progress of such dangerous 
designs. For these ends I have entred into a 
defensive Alliance with the most^Christfon King 
and the king of Prussia, to which several other 
powers and particularly the States-General 
nave been invited to accede, and Fhave not 
the least reason to doubt of their concurrence. 
This Treaty shall m a short time be laid be- 
fore you. 

Si By these means, and by your support and 
assistance, I trust in God, I shall be able not 
only to secure to ray subjects the enjoyment of 
many valuable rights and privileges long since 
acquired to them by the most solemn treaties, 
but effectually to preserve the peace and ba- 
lance of Europe, the only view and end of all 
my endeavours. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" I have ordered, the Estimates for the ser- 
vice of this year to be prepared and laid before 
you, which, from an unwillingness 1 always 
have to put ray subjects to an extraordinary 
expence by any unnecessary precautions, are 
formed upon the foot of employing no greater 
number of forces, than was thought necessary 
the last year; Tor which, if the Supplies you 
give shall be fully and effectually raised, 1 shall 
be enabled to have a strong fleet at sea early in 
the spring. If the posture of affairs shall at any 
time make it necessary to augment our mari- 
time force, I con6de so entirely in the zeal and 
affection of my parliament, that I assure myself 
you will enable me to make such an addition 
to the number of Seamen, as shall be found 
requisite. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It is not to be doubted, but the enemies to 
my government will conceive hopes, that some 
favourable opportunity for renewing their at- 
tempts may offer from the prospect of new 
troubles and commotions : they are already 
very busy by their instruments and emissaries 
in those courts, whose measures seem most to 
favour their purposes, in soliciting and pro- 
moting the cause of the Pretender ; but I per- 
suade myself, notwithstanding the countenance 
and encouragement they may have received, or 
muter themselves with, the provision you shall 
make for the safety and defence of the kingdom 
will effectually secure us from any attempts 
from abroad, and render all such projects vain 
and abortive. 

" When the world shall see that you will not 
suffer the British crown and nation to be me- 
naced and insulted, those, who most envy the 
present happiness and tranquillity of this king- 
dom, and are endeavouring to make us sub- 
servient to their ambition, will consider their 
own interest and circumstances, before they 
make any attempt upon so brave a people, 
strengthened and supported by prudent and 
powerful alliances, and, though desirous to pre- 
serve the peace, able and ready to defend them- 
selves against the efforts of all aggressors. 
Such resolutions and such measures timely 
taken! I am satisfied, are the most effectual 



The Lords' Address of Thanks.] His Ma- 
jesty being withdrawn, the Lords unanimously 
voted the following Address of Thanks : 
" Most gracious Sovereign, 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to re- 
turn your Majesty our most hearty thanks for 
your most gracious Speech from the throne, 
arid with hearts full of inexpressible joy to con- 
gratulate your Majesty upon your happy re- 
turn in safety to your kingdom , 

" We cannot without the highest satisfac- 
tion reflect upon your Majesty's concern for our 
distressed Protestant brethren abroad ; our 
most zealous endeavours shall never be want- 
ing, that your Majesty's pious interposition for 
them may produce the most desired effects. 

" We thankfully acknowledge your Majesty's 
exceeding goodness and condescension, in ac- 
quainting us with the Defensive Alliance lately 
made by your Majesty for preventing the ill 
consequences, which might otherwise attend 
the Negociations and Engagements entered 
into by other potentates, to the apparent pre- 
judice of this kingdom ; and for your Majesty's 
gracious assurance, that it should be soon laid 
before us. Nothing can be more vain than 
for any foreign powers to entertain the hopes 
of rendering themselves formidable to Britain ; 
your Majesty having strengthened yourself by 
such powerful alliances, the resoldtion and 
fidelity of your subjects being so well known, 
and the late marks of their valour not yet worn 
out. We most humbly intreat yeur Majesty 
to believe, that our lives are not dearer to us, 
than your Majesty's honour; arid that your 
.Majesty may, at all times, with certainty de- 
pend upon our strongest efforts, to maintain 
and defend if against all powers whatsoever, 
who can so far delude themselves, as to ima- 
gine that they may with safety insolt and me- 
nace the British crown or nation. 

" It is no surprize to us, that the enemies to 
your Majesty's person and government are la- 
bouring to disturb the peace of this kingdom, if 
they can flatter themselves with the prospect 
of any new troubles or commotions in Europe. 

'* We can easily believe that at such a junc- 
ture, new schemes and solicitations are daily 
making by the most profligate and abandoned 
of them,no revive the expiring cause of the 
Pretender ; all which, we assure ourselves, .can 
have no other effect, than to hasten his destruc- 
tion, and the utter ruin of all his. perjured ad- 
herents. v , 

** Your Majesty's constant and unwearied 
endeavours to perpetuate to us the blessing 
of that happy tranquillity we now enjoy, and 
to maintain the general peace and balance of 
Europe, to preserve the trade of this nation, and 
to secore to your people the many valuable 
rights and privileges, to which they are entitled 
by the most solemn treaties ; oblige us to all 
% 
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imaginable retnrns of datj and gratitude, and 
leave us no room to doubt, when we consider 
the prudent measure* your Majesty has taken 
for attaining those great ends, but that all your 
Majesty's endeavours, will, by the blessing of 
God thereupon, notwithstanding any attempts 
to the contrary, be crowned with success." 

The Kik^s Answer.] His Majesty's Answer 
was as follows : 

u My Lords ; 
" I heartily thank you for this very affection 
ate and loyal Address : the world may be con- 
vinced by it, how fixed and immovable all your 

Purposes and resolutions are to maintain my 
onour, and promote the true interest of your 
country: You may he assured of my constant 
endeavours to support the, Protestant religion, 
to preserve the peace and balance of power in 
Europe, to prevent any encroachment on the 
trade of my subjects, and on all occasions to 
increase their happiness/ 9 

The Commons* Address of Thanks.] The 
Commons being returned to their House, and 
Mr. Speaker having reported his Majesty's 
Speech, sir Robert Sutton, knight of the shire 
for Nottingham, moved, and being seconded, it 
was resolved, "That an humble Address be 
presented to his Majesty for his gracious 
Speech and a Committee was appointed to 
draw up an Address upon the said Resolution : 
which was accordingly the next day reported to 
tbe House, and agreed to. 

Jan. 23. The same was presented to his 
Majesty- by the whole House as follows : 

a Most Gracious Sovereign, 
u We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, tbe Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liament assembled, beg leave most un feigned Jy 
to congratulate your Majesty's safe and happy 
arrival in this kingdom,' Nothing can equal 
the dread and anxiety which fillod the breasts 
of your, good people, whilst your Majesty's sa- 
cred person was exposed to the perils of tem- 
pestuous seas*; but the universal joy that 



* To the King's Escape, the author of tbe 
Night Thoughts alludes in his seventh Satire : 

'< While sea and air, great Brunswick ! shook 
our state, N 

And sported with our king's -and kingdom's fate, 
Depriv'd of what she lov'd, and press'd by fear 
Of ever losing what she held most dear; 
How did Britannia, like Achilles, weep, 
And tell her sorrows to the kindred deep ! 
Hang o'er the floods, and,]iu devotion warm, 
Strive, for thee, with the surge, and fight the storm ! 
What felt thy Wajpole, pilot of the realm ! 
Our PaHnurus slept not at the helm. 
His eyes ne'er closed, long since enured to wake, 
And outwatch /very star fyr Brunswick's sake : 
By thwarting passions tost, by cares opprest, 
fie found the tempest pictured in his breast. 
But now* what joys that gloom of heart dispel, 
No powers of language — but his own can tell ; 
His own, which nature and the graces form, 
At will to raise or hush the civil storm." 



was instantly diffused throughout the kisfftlom, 
upon tbe welcome news of your Majesty's be- 
ing safely landed on the British shore. 

" We return your Majesty our, humblest 
thanks for your most gracious Speech from the 
throne; and cannot sufficiently acknowledge 
your Majesty's great attention and care for the 
preservation of the peace and prosperity of this 
nation, and the general tranquillity of Europe. 

" The tender regard and compassion, which 
your Majesty has expressed for the distressed 
Protestants abroad, will give great satisfaction 
to all, whose profession of the same religion 
must inspire them with a just resentment of the 
injuries and persecutions which tbey suffer for 
the sake of it. 

u Your Majesty's vigilance in watching over 
and disconcerting the ambitious views and de- 
signs of those, that are endeavouring to render 
themselves formidable ; your wisdom in early 
forming and entering into alliances with powers 
best able to withstand the common danger, 
and to put a stop to the farther progress of the 
negotiations carrying on by other powers, and 
your particular concern for the trade and com- 
merce of these nations, call upon us for all pos- 
sible returns of duty and gratitude. 

" And that your Majesty's unwearied endea- 
vours for tbe particular interests of your own 
subjects of these kingdoms, and for preventing 
a war, may have their desired effect, we, your 
Majesty's most dutiful and loyal Commons, 
promise and assure your Majesty, that we will 
with the greatest cheerfulness, unanimity and 
dispatch, so effectually raise the supplies for 
this year, that your Majesty may be enabled 
to have a strong fleet at sea early in the spring, 
sufficient to protect and defend the kingdom, 
to disappoint the hopes of the enemies to your 
Majesty's government, and resent any insults 
and attempts that may be vainly projected and 
undertaken. 

" It is not to be wondered at, that in the low 
state to which the affairs of the Pretender are 
reduced, his emissaries and instruments should 
be waiting for every opportunity, that has the 
appearance of being favourable to their lan- 
guishing cause ; and as tbey have been very 
busy in foreign courts, the disaffected and dis- 
contented here have not been less industrious, 
by false rumours and suggestions to fill the 
minds of the people with groundless fears and 
alarms, in order to affect the public credit, and 
by distressing the government, give encourage- 
ment to the enemies of our peace. 

" But we promise ourselves that the pru- 
dence, temper and resolution of those that 
truly consult their own interest, and wish well 
to their country, will, on the one hand, 
prevent and obviate the mischiefs that, by too 
great credulity and vain fears, tbey may bring 
upon themselves ; and on the other hand, we 
are determined to convince the world, that if 
those who njost envy our present happiness 
and tranquillity, shall so far presume upon the 
* ust sense and value we have for these in estima- 
te blessings! as still to pursue (heir desperate 
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measures; how desirous soever we may be of 
peace, we will not suffer your Majesty and the 
British nation to be insulted ; but that we will. 
Co the utmost of our power, as the exigency and 
necessity of affairs shaJU require, stand by and 
support your Majesty against all attempts to 
disturb the public repose/' 

The King's Answer.] To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 

u Gentlemen, 
4 " I return you my thanks for tnis dutiful 
and loyal Address. I make no doubt but you 
will soon be sensible of the good effect of this 
seasonable vigour and resolution. You: may 
be assured, that t will make no use of the con- 
fidence you repose in me, but for preserving to 
us the blessings of peace* and for promoting 
the honour and interest of this kingdom/' 

A Supply voted.] Jan. 23. The Commons 
took into consideration bis Majesty's Speech 
to both Hpuses, and a motion being made for a 
Supply, the same was referred to the Grand 
Committee on the 24th instant. 

Jan. 24. The Commons went into a Grand 
Committee, to consider of the motion for grant- 
ing a Supply to his Majesty, which was Una- 
nimously resolved upon. 

, Debate in the Commons on the Number of the 
Land Forces .] Jan. 28. The House having 
resolved itself into a Grand Committee, consi- 
dered farther of the Supply, and in particular 
of . the Charge of the guards, garrisons, and 
other his - Majesty's land forces in Great Bri- 
tain, for the year 1726. 

Mr. Henry Pelham opened the debate, and 
moved, That provision be made for the same 
number of men, for .guards, garrisons, and land 
forces, for the year 1726, as were provided for 
the last year. This was opposed by 

Mr. Shippen 9 who thereupon stood up, aad 
•poke as follows : 

• Mr. Speaker, 

My sentiments concerning a Standing Army 
in time of peace are well known here, and it 
may seem unnecessary, perhaps be thought im- 
pertinent, in me to debate anew on a worn and 
exhausted topic, when other gentlemen who 
entertain tfhe same sentiments, are pleased to 
be silent. But surely the question before you 
is not become a motion of course ; surely as 
long as the grievance is continued on one band, 
to long there is a right of complaint on the 
other; and that complaint, I should think, 
may without offence be continued, till it can 
be proved, that the British government is in its 
nature military, or ought to be made so. 

I do not intend to trouble you with what I 
Lave formerly urged, or to use any argument 
drawn from the expence and burthen, or from 
the terror and oppression which have been 
■brought upon this and other nations, by raising 
and keeping up a greater number of forces than 
were absolutely necessary in time of peace; 
not but that the gradations by which armies; 



with all their inconveniences, have been first 
introduced into free spates; and afterwards im- 
posed upon them, out>ht to be had in perpetual 
remembrance. We ought never to forget, that 
such steps have been usually taken to. gratify 
the views of ambitious princes, to carry 'on the 
schemes of evil ministers, to terrify parliaments 
into obedience, and to make the members of 
them dumb spectators of the miseries of theis 
country. 

I will not insist on these arguments, however 
just in themselves, however proper on other 
occasions, because they would W unapplicable 
to the present situation of our affairs. For we 
have a Prince, whose only aim is to continue 
to lis the blessings of peace and plenty ; we 
have a ministry, whose merits are above my 
commendations; we have a parliament, which 
acts with a spirit superior to all influences and 
to all temptations. Besides, every year has it* 
particular circumstances, and those particular 
circumstances ought to guide our resolutions, 
when we are making our annual parliamentary 
provisions for the public service. I thought 
our circumstances both at home and abroad, 
were so prosperous the last session, that we 
inight without haiard have disbanded at least 
the 4,000 augmentation-troops. But the ma- 
jority of the House was of another opinion. 
There was then, indeed, a rendezvous, though 
not a formed congress, of plenipotentiaries, vy- 
ing with each other in the splendour of their 
equipages and the magnificence of their enter- 
tainments at Cambray, which had for some 
time employed our speculations, and promised 
great events %o the world. - Anof it was thought 
good policy to shew the negotiating powers, by 
continuing our army, that if they would not 
accept his Majesty's plan for settling the ba- 
lance of power, .and for establishing the tran- 

3uillity of Europe, Great Britain was ready to 
© her part towards compelling them to a com- 
pliance. But that policy proved ineffectual/ s 
and that negotiation appears at last to have 
wanted substance, as weH as form, and to have 
produced nothing to Great Britain but an in- 
case of the Civil List Debt, as we were given 
to understand the last session, in a debate on 
that subject, by one that knew the secret. 
•But we are now told, that prudent and 
powerful alliances are actually made, and that 
what was only attempted at Cambray, has been 
fully accomplished at Here nhau sen. Nor can 
there be any doubt, but that his Majesty's ex- 
tensive care over all his foreign and domestic 
concerns, but that his alternate residence here 
and abroad, as it hath procured, so it would, 
with the advice of a good ministry, and with- 
out the aid of a great army, preserve to us, 
through the whole course of his reign, that se- 
curity and those blessings we now enjoy. For, 
whether at home or abroad, his influence is ir- 
resistible, because his counsels are wise, and his 
designs are just. Nor am I altered in this opi- 
nion by what has happened at Glasgow in Scot- 
land, or at Thorn in Poland. 
For, if I am rightly informed, the tumult at 
2K 
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Glasgow was do more than a mob, composed 
chiefly of women, a mere mock resemblance of 
an Amfzonian army, that might have been 
quelled by the interposition of the civil autho- 
rity, without recourse to-that military vengeance, 
which was executed the^e. Such commotions 
we see arise almost in every natioo, when the 
occasions of the public call for new and extra- 
ordinary taxes ; and yet they are generally de- 
/ spised, as impotent efforts against established 
governments, and left to be punished by the 
laws of the country. Bat, now all is quiet, 
now all is safe in Scotland ; not the least mur- 
mur is -heard against the administration : the 
Highland clans have been disarmed without any 
disturbance ; they reioice, we are told, in their 
submission, and are brought to a perfect sense 
of their duty to his Majesty, by the obliging 
behaviour and prudent conduct of the general, 
whose province it was to enforce the act of 
parliament against them. 

As to the important affair of Thorn ; which, 
bpr the way, was.no act of retaliation, as some, 
who neither consider the circumstance of time 
nor things, would insinuate; but the effect of a 
spirit of persecution ; we are assured that his 
Majesty has done more towards obtaining the 
desired satisfaction for the barbarous and un- 
christian cruelties committed there, and gained 
greater concessions from the Catholic princes, 
by hi9 pacific mediation, and by his personal 
interest, than he could probably have, done by 
rougher resorts, by threatening, or even by en- 
tering into, a religious war. Nor can malice 
itself suppose, that, whilst he is resenting the 
violation of treaties; he would do any thing, 
that would but look like an infraction of the 
limitation in the act of succession, which re* 
strains the crown from involving Great Britain 
in any foreign disputes, except where her own 
immediate interests and alliances are concerned. 

I hope we conceive no ill omens, I hope we 
have no apprehensions, from the French king's 
mnrriage to the daughter of the pretender to 
the crown of Poland ; no distrust, that such an 
/ alliance oan shake our late Protestant Treaty 
1 with that young prince ; no jealousy, that he 
will follow the example of the emperor and the 
king of Spain, by engaging in a clandestine 
league, without our knowledge, and to our pre- 
judice. I must own, that would be a melan- 
choly consideration. For then an army of. 
twice 18,000 men would not be sufficient to de- 
fend that cause, which his Majesty has hitherto 
asserted, with so much glory to himself, with 
so much advantage' to the Protestant part pf 
Europe. < 

7 Twas a notorious saying, and the avowed 
policy of one of our late famous statesmen, who 
lived till after the Revolution, and was thought 
a secret instrument in'it, that, notwithstanding 
the noise and clamour of the people against 
sdldiere in time ©£ peace, the easiest and best 
way of governing England was by an army; 
and that a minister so guarded might prosecute 
his own measures with safety and success, and 
soon make the boasting asscrtors of liberty and 
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property, as tame, as a flock of turkie%iand 
drive them which way he pleased. Tbis/iives 
us a true idea of some sorts of modern policy, 
and of the insolence of that man in authority, 
who ruined his prince by the very methods be 
would have enslaved his fellow subjects ; feut 
not of the genius of the people of England. 
For he found another spirit in them ; be found, 
they perpetually struggled with him in defence 
of the church and state, when he was endea- 
vouring to sacrifice both, as he did his own ho- 
nour and conscience, in order to erect an arbi- 
trary and unlimited dominion in these king- 
doms. Nor could they endure his return into 
power after the Revolution, though he was 
countenanced by king William himself, and 
though his meritorious perfidy was strongly 
pleaded in his favour. ' But they continued 
their opposition to him, till they had accom- 
plished his disgrace ; and still his memorj is as 
detestable, as his administration was wicked, 
though lie neither aggrandized his family, nor 
augmented bis estate by the spoils of the public, 
• Now- we are tp hope the military principles 
of this statesman are dead with hint, and we 
are sure good ministers can never pursuf the 
maxims of bad ones, because the* means of 
their actions must necessarily, be as different, as 
the ends are. Tis therefore unintelligible to 
me, how the keeping up an army in time of 
peace, which has formerly been thought crimi- 
nal advice in ministers, as being incompatible 
•with our constitution, should now be annually 
recommended to Parliament by our modern 
patriots, as the only method of securing us in 
the possession of our laws and liberties. I say, 
this is unintelligible to me, and till the seeming 
paradox can be reconciled to reason, I must 
beg leave constantly to oppose questions of this 
nature. 

Mr. Shippen was supported by Mr. Heysham, 
Mr. Hungerford, and others, who insisted on 
tbe reducing tbe 4,000 men that-were raised 
some years ago, upon an extraordinary occasion, 
and which were now become altogether unne- 
cessary, since on tbe one hand Great Britain 
enjoyed at present a happy and perfect tran- 
quillity, which seemed firmly secured by the 
late disarming of tbe highlands of Scotland ; 
and, on the other hand, it having already been 
unanimously resolved, to enable his Majesty to 
have a strong fleet at sea early in the .spring, 
this they thought sufficient for the safety and 
defence of the kingdom, effectually to secure us 
from any attempts from abroad, and to render 
all projects of the Pretender's instruments and 
emissaries vain and abortive. 

To this it was answered by Mr. Henry Pel- 
ham and tbe hon. Mr. Verney, That it would 
be highly imprudent to lessen the number of our 
land forces, at« time when some foreign powers 
who endeavoured to make themselves formida- 
ble, and threaten us with the loss of our most 
advantageous branches of our trade, were aug- 
menting theirs. That tbe alliances his Majesty 
was lately entered into, to check such ambt* 
turn *iews ; and put a stop to tbeifartfcer; pt©. 
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gtcss of sucb dangerous designs, might make it 
necessary to send some land forces abroad, in 
support of those alliances ; and that in such' a 
case, the leaving the kingdom without a suffi-v. 
dent number of men for guards and garrisons, 
would be too great a temptation to the enemies 
of the government, who are continually watch- 
ing for favourable opportunities for renewing 
their attempts, and disturbing the happy repose 
we enjoy. 

Sir Joseph Jekyl, having hereupon declared, 
That he was indeed the last year for reducing 
part of the army ; but that the face and pos- 
ture oP affairs in Europe being since changed, 
<he thought it now unsafe ; his opinion had so 
great weight, that, without any farther debate, 
it was resolved, 

1. " That the number of effective men to be 
provided for guards and garrisons in Great 
Britain, and for Guernsey and Jersey, for the 
year 1726, -be, including 1815 invalids, and 
324 men, which the six independent companies 
consist of for the service of the highlands, 
18,264 men, commission and non-commission 
officers included. 2. That a sum not exceed-, 
ing 655478/. be granted to his Majesty fbr de- 
fraying the charge of the said 18,226 elective 
men, for the year 17 26." 

Jan. 29-. These Resolutions were reported to 
the House by Mr. Fairer, and agreed to; after 
which it was resolved, That au humble Afc 
dress be presented to bis Majesty, that the late 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
tween the Emperor and the king of Spain may 
be laid before the House. 

Debate on Mr. W. Fulteneg's Motion for 
appointing a Committee to state the public 
Debts.] February 9. Mr. William Pulteney 
moved, " That a Committee be appointed to 
state the Public Debts as they stood on the 
35th of December, 1714, with what Debts have 
' been incurred since that time, 'till the 25th of 
December 1725, distinguishing how much of 
the said Debts have- been provided for, and 
how much remain unprovided for by parlia- 
ment." He was seconded by Mr. Daniel Pul- 
teney, and backed by sir Joseph Jekyl ; Here- 
upon 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up and endeavour- 
ed to shew, That such an- inquiry* was unsea- 
sonable and preposterous, and that it might 
give a dangerous wound to public credit at this 
critical juncture, when monied men were al- 
ready hut too much alarmed by the appear- 
ances of an approaching war; Urging, that in 
the present posture of affairs, they could not 
better express their love to their country, than 
by making good their promises and assurances 
to his Majesty at the beginning of this session, 
and 1 with the greatest dispatch raising the ne- 
cessary. Supplies, to enable his Majesty to make 
j|0od his late Engagements, for the welfare of 
his subjects, to disappoint the hopes of the ene- 
mies to his government) and to resent any in- 
sults- that may be offered- to his crown and dig- 
nity. 



f/Lt. Barnard; member fbr London, confirm- 
ed what sir Robert Walpole had said, a» to the 
danger of increasing the alarra of monied-men, 
which had already so much affected public 
credit, that the stocks were within a few weeks 
fallen 12/. or 14/. per cent. % 

But sir Thomas Pengelly, having spoken for 
the motion, sir Robert Walpole replied to him. 
Hereupon 

Mr. William Pulteney stood up and declared, 
That he made this motion with no other view, 
than to give that great man an opportunity to 
shew his integrity to the whole world, which 
would finish his sublime character : To which 

Sir Robert Walpole answered, That this com- 
pliment would have come out with a better 
grace, and appeared more sincere, when that 
fine gentleman had himself a share in the ma- 
nagement of the-public money, than now he 
was out of place. 

Then the question being put upon Mr. Pul- 
teney's motion, it was Carried in the negative, 
by 262 Votes against 89.* * 

Debate in the Commons on the Treaties of 
Hanotier and Vienna.] Feb. 10. Sir Robert 

* " Feb. 10, 1726. A very long debate hap i 
pened yesterday upon a motion of Mt. D. Pul- 
teney's (which you will see in the Votes) for ap- 
pointing a Committee to examine the Public 
Accounts from the year 1714, to which a nega- 
tive was given by a majority of a great many 
above a hundred. I was with the majority, 
though some of my best friends (from whom I 
seldom differ,) divided for the question because 
I thought it extremely ill timed, though the 
thing in itself (generally speaking) is highly 
reasonable ; taking it in either view, was what 
I formed my judgment upon, supposing no debt 
should have been incurred' in that time, which 
could possibly have been avoided, the enquiry 
was of no use. Taking it in another view 
(which I believe would have been the case} I 
thought it very improper to shew the worla our 
nakedness. People abroad would naturally 
conclude us very willing to ruffle the govern*- 
meut whenever we had opportunity for so 
doing, and might from^such a notion be in- 
duced to go into a war, which they would not 
have adventured, upon any other consideration* 
Credit has for some time'past been in a sink- 
ing condition, and in my opinion would have 
grown worse; let people think what they will, 
this is our main support, take that away, our 
case will be bad. I suppose I shall be said to 
be turned courtier, but I despise every sugges- 
tion of that kind. I ifever was for a minority, 
because they are so, nor will I be against them, 
as such, which, to deal plainly, was in my opi- 
nion, the foundation of this matter. I contend- 
ed myself with giving ray vote, without speak* 
ing in the debate: the Torys were generally 
with the minority, some few, but not many 
Whigs." Thomas Broderick to lord Middieton. 
See Goxe's Walpole: Correspondence, vol & 
p. 405. 
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Walpole acquainted the House,- That be had 
received his Majesty's commands to lay before 
the House the Treaty betweep his Majesty, the 
most Christian ting? and the king of Prussia, 
made at itanover the 3d of September 1725 ; 
find that his Majesty had likewise commanded 
him to lay before the House, pursuant to their 
Address, the late Treaties of Peace, and Com- 
merce concluded between the emperor and 
-the king of Spain. And he presented copies of 
the said Treaties, with translations of them, to 
the House : together with a List of the paid 
Treaties; which List being read, it was resolved 
to take the said Treaties into consideration on 
th4 16th. 

Feb. 16*. The Commons proceeded to take 
into consideration the above-recited Treaties. 
After the reading thereof, 

Mr. Howatio iValpole* opened the debate 
with a speech, wherein he laid before the 
House the state and posture of affairs in 
'Europe, from the peace of Utrecht to this pre- 
sent time, and took* notice, That since his 
Majesty's nappy accession to the throne of this 
realm, his constant care and endeavours bad 
been to settle the balance of power on a solid 
foundation and to preserve and secure the 
tranquillity of Christendom ; to . protect and 
defend the Protestant cause, and promote the 
honour and interest of his / British subjects. 
That with these great views, his Majesty was 
become mediator and guarantee both of the 
barrier treaty concluded in 1715, and of the 
convention made in 1718, for the execution of 
that treaty, between the emperor and the 
States General of the United Provinces. That 
in the year 1716, his Majesty concluded a de- 
fensive alliance with the emperor; and in 
1717, another with the most Christian King 
and the States General ; the genuine design of 
both which treaties was only to preserve the 
public repose of Christendom, established by 
the peace of Utrecht, ana" to guaranty the suc- 
cession to the crown of Grtat Britain in the 
Protestant line. That in order to fortify all 
the said treaties, and to extinguish the war 
which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his 
Majesty in 1718 made a convention with the 
ipost Chtistian king, for proposing ultimate 
conditions of peace between the emperor and 
the king of Spain, and between his imperial 
majesty and ihe then king of Sicily. That 
this convention was a few days after followed 
by a treaty of alliance between the emperor, 
the King of Great Britain, and the most 
Christian king, which, by their ministers 
was concluded at London, and signed on the 
22d of July 1718, and in which the States 
General were named as one of the contracting 
parties, upon 'a supposition, that their high 
mightinesses would come into it. from whence 
this treaty was named the Quadruple Alliance: 
-That a few months after the king of Sicily was 
Admitted into this treaty, aud at length the 



* His Majesty's embassador plenipotentiary 
At the court of franco* 



king of Spain himself was forced to accede to 
it, which was mainly owing to the generous 
assistance his Britannic Majesty gave the em- 
peror in the Mediterranean. That there re- 
maining some points still controverted between 
the emperor and king of Spain, the same were 
referred to, be amicably determined in a con- 
gress, which was afterwards opened at Cam- 
bray, under the mediation of his Britannic 
Majesty and the most Christian king. That 
by reason of several difficulties, industriously 
raised by the courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
the great pains taken for three years by the 
ministers mediators, proved unsuccessful j and, 
at last, the congress was suddenly dissolved, 
upon advice that the emperor and the king of 
Spain secretly bad adjusted the differences 
between them, and concluded a treaty of peace 
at Vienna. That this unexpected event occa- 
sioned no small surmise, and raised jealousies, 
which appeared to be toe better grounded, 
when it was known. That the said treaty of 
peace was soon followed by a treaty of com- 
merce, the main design of which was to sup* 
port and countenance the East-India Company 
some years before established at Osjtend, by 
granting to the inhabitants of the Austrian 
Netherlands greater privileges, both in the 
East and West-Indies, than were ever granted 
either to the English or Dutch, which visibly 
tended to the. entire ruin of many valuable 
branches of our trade, and was contrary to 
several solemn treaties still in force. That 
thereupon his Majesty, ever watchful for the 
interest of his British subjects, had caused 
lively representations to be made against the 
said treaty of commerce, both to the emperor 
and king of Spain. That at the court of 
Madrid these complaints were received witb 
■coldness, and at that of Vienna. with stiffness 
and haughtiness,- even to such a degree, that 
the imperial ministers did not stick to in- 
sinuate, that if his Britannic Majesty persisted 
in his resolution to take measures in opposition 
to the treaties of Vienna, his imperial Majesty 
would not only think himself disengaged from 
the guarantee of the Protestant Succession to 
the crown bf Great Britain ; but that the 
same might be attended with consequences in 
relation to his Majesty's dominions in Ger- 
many. That these insulting menaces made no 
impression on his Majesty's firmness, nor de- 
terred him from his fixed resolution of conceit- 
ing, with other powers, such measures as might 
give a check to the ambitious views of those 
who endeavoured to render themselves for- 
midable: That these measures seemed to be 
the mbre necessary, because there were just 
grounds to believe, that the unforeseen recon- 
ciliation of the emperor and king of Spain was 
owing to the constant view of the house of 
Austria, of rendering the imperial dignity here- 
ditary in their family. That in order to that, 
it might be, reasonably supposed, That the 
treaties of Vienna were to be cemented by a 
match between the emperor's eldest daughter 
and {be Infante Don Carlos. That it was 
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easy to foresee the consequences of such a 
marriage.. For Che issue-male that might come 
from it, might in time, be possessed not only 
of all the hereditary dominions belonging to 
the house of Austria and of the imperial 
dignity, hut also of all the dominions of the 
Spanish monarchy ; which would entirely over- 
throw the balance of power, and render the 
liberties of all the rest of Europe very pre- 
carious. That this supposition would appear 
'more than probable to any one who considered, 
that there was scarce any other way of ac- 
counting, either for the king of Spain's break* 
ing through soletnn treaties with Great Bri- 
tain, in favour of the emperor's subject's in the 
Netherlands ; or for the emperor's forgetting so 
far the obligations he had to Great Britain and 
Holland, as to enter into engagements to assist 
Spain, towards the recovery of Gibraltar and 
Minorca,, and to persist in supporting and 
countenancing the Ostcnd Company, esta- 
blished with no other view than to deprive 
the subjects of the maritime powers of several 
of the most advantageous branches of their 
trade. That in order to give a timely check 
to the farther progress of such dangerous de- 
signs, his Majesty, in his great wisdom, had 
entered into a defensive alliance with the most 
Christian king and the king of Prussia, to 
which several other powers, and particularly 
the States General, had been invited to ac- 
cede ; that the States of Holland had already 
done it, and it was not to be doubted, but 
their example would soon be followed by the 
other United Provinces. That the main view 
of this alliance was to . maintain and preserve 
the public repose and tranquillity of Christen- 
dom, and to secure to each contracting party 
the possession of their respective dominions 
and territories, with the rights, immunities and 
advantages, particularly those relating to trade, 
which their subjects enjoyed, or ought, by trea- 
ties, to enjoy. And that as his Majesty ever 
had a particular concern for the Protestant 
interest so out of his royal and tender com- 
passion for the distressed condition of some of 
our Protestant brethren in Poland, his Ma- 
jesty had not only interposed his good offices, 
in the most pressing manner, in their favour, 
but bad taken the occasion of the defensive 
alliance made at Hanover, to engage, by a 
separate article, the most Christian king and 
the king of Prussia, who together with his 
Majesty, are guarantees of the treaty of Oliva, 
to see it maintained and observed in its full 
extent and to cause reparation to be made for 
what may have been done at Thorn, contrary 
to the said treaty of Oliva. Concluding, with 
an encomium upon his Majesty's wisdom, care, , 
vigilance, steadiness and resolution in the con- 
duct of all these weighty, and important af- 
fairs.— Mr. Walpole having done speaking, 

'Mr. Daniel Pulteney stood up, and made 
his observations no most of the points men-' 
tioned by Mr. Walpole, and insinuated, That 
the subject matter of this day's debate was of 
a very nice nature, and of the greatest import- 



ance, and therefore they ought, maturely to 
consider of it, before they came to any Reso- 
lution upoa it. 

Another Member having suggested, That it 
was to be supposed, that tlie king of Spain did 
not seem to' grant any farther privileges to the 
emperor's subjects in t(ie Netherlands, than 
what had been granted to the English and 
other most favoured nations ; He was answer- 
ed by T 

Colonel Bladen, who pointed to the very 
Articles of the Treaty of Commerce of Vienna, 
whereby it was expressly stipulated, in the 
Second Article, " That the ships of war and 
merchant ships belonging to the contracting 
parties, Of their subjects, should be allowed 
full liberty to frequent the harbours, coasts, 
and provinces of each other ; naming particu- 
larly the East-Indies, and without any excep- 
tion as to the Spanish West-Indies, or any other 
restraint on the ships of war and merchant 
ships, than not to buy any thing besides vie* 
tuals and materials for repairing their ships/ 1 * 
which implied a permission to vend their mer- 
chandises for read v money ; so that it was ma- 
nifest, that the subjects of the Austrian Low- 
Countries were allowed more extensive, privi- 
leges than ever had been granted to any other 
nation,. contrary to several treaties in force be- 
tween the crowns of Great Britain aud Spain. 

Mr. Shippen raised an objection to the treaty 
of Hanover, viz. That it would engage the 
British nation in a war, for the defence of his 
Majesty's dominions in Germany, contrary to 
an express provision made for the securing our 
religion, laws and liberties, in the Act, • For 
* farther Limitation and Succession of the , 
' Crown in the Protestant line ;' which, being 
the basis and foundation of the present Set- 
dement, was become part of our constitution, 
and therefore ought to be sacred and inviola- 
ble. He was answered by ' 

Mr. Henry Pelham, who urged. That the 
true meaning and intent of that limitation was 
not wholly and for ever to deprive his Ma- 
jesty's foreign dominions of any assistance 
from this nation; for if so, bis Majesty in 
that respect would be in a worse condition 
upon his accession to the British throne than he 
was before ; hut only to restrain the sovereign, 
for the future, from engaging the nation, at his 
pleasure, in a war for the defence of any do- 
minions not belonging to the crown of Eng- 
land, without the . consent of parliament, to 
whom the legislature wisely left to judge and 
determine whether such a war was just and 
necessary or no ? That for/ his own part, he 
was fully of opinion, that if in the present 
juncture and circumstances of affairs, his Ma- 
jesty's foreign dominions should he attacked or 
insulted, this nation ought to stand by and 
support his Majesty against all his enemies 
whatsoever. And therefore he moved, That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty to return his Majesty the thanks of this 
House for his great goodness in communicat- 
ing the Treaties of Peace and Commerce cop- 
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eluded between the emperor and the king of 
Spain, and the defensive alliance- between hit 
Majesty, the most Christian king, and the king 
of Prussia, to express oar just sense of his Ma- 
jesty's coucern for the balance and peace of 
Europe, and the Protestant religion; and, 
above all, "bur unfeigned gratitude for his 

/ earnest and seasonable care of the particular 
interest of his British subjects, by forming and 
entering into the said defensive alliance with 
the most Christian king and the king of Prussia, 
in order to obviate and disappoint the danger- 
ous views and consequences of the treaty of 
peace betwi*t the emperor and the king of 
Spain; and to preserve the many valuable 
rights and privileges "of this nation, against the 
fatal tendency of the said Treaty of Commerce, 
calculated for the entire destruction of the 
British trade, in breach of several solemn 
Treaties now in force. To acknowledge" bis 
Majesty's prudence and resolution, in not 
letting^ any attempts or insinuations whatso- 
ever divert his Majesty from consulting and 
steadily pursuing the true interest of these bis 
kingdoms ; and to assure his Majesty, that in 
justice to and vindication of the honour and 
dignity .of the British crown, this House will 
effectually stand by and support his Majesty 
against all insults and attacks, that any prince 
or power, in resentment of the just measures 
which his Majesty has so wisely taken, shall 
make upon any of his Majesty's territories or 

. dominions, though not belonging to the crown 
of Great Britain /* 

* This motion was seconded by Mr. Dodding- 
ton; bat Dr. Friend and Mr. Foley raised 
'some objections to it* They were answered 
by sir Joseph Jekyll, who was replied to by sir 
Thomas Pence) ly. After him 

The lord Finch stood up, and made a short 
panegyric on his Majesty's illustrious family ; 
which his lordship observed had ever been the 
bulwark of the reformation ; and took notice 
of the great sufferings of the excellent princess 
Elisabeth, daughter to king James 1, qoeen of 
Bohemia, and Ins Majesty's grand-mother, 
npon account of the Protestant religion. Con- 
cluding, that his Majesty seemed to have been 
led to the British throne by the nands of Pro- 
vidence, as a reward for toe piety of his an- 
cestors. 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke against the 
motion and suggested, That the imperial court's 
backwardness in granting- the investiture for 
Bremen and Verden, might have been one of 
the motives to some late measures. Upon this 

Sis Robert Wabpole stood up and assured the 
House. That his Majesty might long ago have 
bad the same investiture, if he would have paid 
the exorbitant fees* that were* demanded for it. 

Upon the whole matter, the question being 
pot on Mr. Pelhaiu's motion, it was carried in 
the affirmative by* 285 voices against 107, and 
ar Committee was appointed to draw up an 
Address according- to the said Resolution. The 
next day> Mr. Pelham reported the- said Ad^ 
dress, which was agreed to* 



The Commons^ Addrett of Thanks to the 
King* for communicating thtr Treaties.) Feb. 
19. The Commons presented the said Address 
to his Majesty as follows : . 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
Majesty our most humble thanks for, your 
great goodness, in communicating to us the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded 
between the emperor and the king of Spam, and 
the Defensive Alliance between your Majesty, 
the most Christian king, and the king of 
Prussia. 

" The engagements which your Majesty has 
entered into by the said Defensive Alliance 
with the most Christian king and the king of 
Prussia, in order to obviate and disappoint the 
dangerous views and consequences of the 
Treaty of Peace between the emperor and* the 
king of Spain, and to preserve the many va- 
luable rights and privileges of this nation 
against the fatal tendency of the said Treaty 
of Commerce, calculated for the entire de- 
struction of the chief branches of the British 
trade, and in breach of the several solemn 
Treaties now in force, call upon us to express 
our most unfeigned and grateful sense of vour 
Majesty's concern for the preservation 'of the- 
balance and peace of Europe, the Protestant 
religion, and the particular interest of your 
British subjects. 

" And when we reflect upon your Majesty's 
prudence and resolution, in not letting any at- 
tempts or insinuations whatsoever divert yon 
from consulting and steadily pursuing the gpod 
and welfare of these your kingdoms; we think 
ourselves obliged, by the strongest ties of duty 
and affection, to assure your Majesty, that we 
will, in justice to and vindication of the ho- 
nour and dignity of the British crown, stand by 
and support your Majesty against all insults 
and attacks, that any prince or power, in, re- 
sentment of the just measures which your Ma*, 
jesty has so wisely taken, shall make upon any 
of your Majesty's territories or dominions, 
though not belonging' to the crown of Great 
Britain." 

The King's Answer S\ To which] the King re- 
turned the following Answer: 

"Gentlemen; 
a I return you my thanks for this particular 
mark of your duty, affection and confidence in 
me. Your assurances not to suffer my foreign 
dominions to be exposed' or insulted, on ac- 
count of tfie measures I have taken for the in- 
terest of these kingdoms, will, I hope, boa 
means to preserve the peace ami tranquillity* 
ofEuftope. I have no views of ambition to 
gratify ; I have no thoughts of aggrandising^ 
myself, or- extending any parts of my domi- 
nions, at- the hazard and expence of the other ; 
and'as my honour is the common cause and* 
^coneanrofmy saJfefcctar, their partkalar- inter* 
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drop things that have no reality in common 
conversation, only to sound those with whom 
they negotiate : t^nt the treaties that hind been 
communicated to them, being a matter of the 
nicest nature, and greatest importance, they 
ought to proceed in it with the utmost caution, 
and m at u rest deliberation, and therefore he 
was of opinion, they ought to take some time 
to consider of it, and adjourn the debate to 
another day. He was answered by the earl of 
Scarborough, and the question being put upon 
the motion for an Address, it was carried with- 
out a division. - 



9VV | r Atiij. hid i kjsx x , i'z ubo*o « 

e9ts shall, upon all occasions, be -my constant 
care." 

». . , , . • 

Debate in the Lords on the, said Treaties.] 
Feb, 17. The Lords took into consideration 
the said Treaties. After the reading thereof 

Lord Townshend moved, " That an Address 
be presented to his Majesty, to return the 
Thanks of this House for communicating the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
tween the emperor and the kiug of Spain, and 
the Defensive Alliance between his Majesty, 
the most Christian King, and the king of Prus- 
sia. To express their just sense of his Majes- 
ty's concern for the balance and peace of Eu- 
rope, and the Protestant Religion ; and their 
Unfeigned gratitude for bis earnest and season- 
able care of the particular interests of his Bri- 
tish subjects, by forming and entering into the 
said Defensive Alliance with the most Christian 
King and the king of Prussia, in order to obviate 
and disappoint the dangerous views and conse- 
quences of the Treaty of Peace betwixt the 
emperor and the king of Spain ; and to pre- 
serve the many valuable rights and privileges 
of this nation, against the fatal tendency of the 
said Treaty of Commerce, calculated for the 
entire destruction of the British trade, in breach 
of several solemn treaties now in force. To ac- 
knowledge his Majesty's prudence and resolu- 
tion, in not letting any attempts or insinuations 
whatsoever divert his Majesty from consulting 
and steadily pursuing the Uue interest of these 
his kingdoms ; and to assure his Majesty, that 
in justice and vindication of the honour and 
dignity of ,tbe British crown, this House will 
effectually stand by and support his Majesty 
against all insults and attacks, that any priuce 
or power, in resentment of the just measures 
which his Majesty has so wisely taken, shall 
pake upon any of his Majesty's territories or 
dominions, though not belonging to the crown 
of Great Britain." 

The Duke of NezocastUteconded the motion, 
and took that opportunity of acquainting the 
House with a remarkable passage out of a 
Letter iron Mr^ Stanhope, his Majesty's Minis- 
ter in Spain, viz. " That in a private conversa- 
tion, the duke of Ripperda had not scrupled to 
own, that besides what had, already been com- 
snunioa ted to him about the' late treatiesof Vien- 
na, there were still some other secret Articles, 
which, in due time, should be made public, 
whereby the contracting parties mutually en 
gaged to assist each other with a certain num 
Eer of troops, in order to support the Ostend 
Company, and to recover Gibraltar." 'His 
grace being asked, whether he would -produce 
that letter? He sajd, he ,had not the King's 
commands for it; but was only leftist liberty 
. to takenotice of what he liadah*ai4y 'mention- 
ed. Hereupon 

The Lord Lechmere observed, That no-strew 
could be laid on, or «ny judgment made of an 
information that did not * come regularly and in 
farm before the House : that 'besides it was 
ttsuai with ministers of state, sometimes to 



' Lord Lechmere 1 s , Motion for a Clause to he 
added to the said Address, relating to the King's 
German Dominions.'] After this, 

Lord Lechmere stood up, and declared, That 
be would go as far as any member of that illus- 
trious assembly, in vindicating the honour and 
dignity of the British Crown, and in supporting 
and defending his Majesty's person and govern- 
ment : that as their present and future happi- 
ness depended, next under God. on the settle- 
ment of the crown of these realms on his Ma- 
jesty and his royal issue, they ought to be ex- 
treme cautious of any the least derogation 
from the Act of Parliament by which that 
happy settlement was made ; and therefore he 
was of opinion, and moved, that to the said 
Resolution^ for an Address, the following words 
be added, " This House sot* doubting but your 
Majesty, in your great wisdom and justice to 
these your kingdoms, will always preserve to 
them the full and entire benefit of the provision 
made for the farther securing our religion, laws 
and liberties, by an act passed in the 13th 
and 13th years of the reign of his late Majesty 
king William 3, of glorious memory, whereby 
it is enacted, ' That in case the crown and 

* imperial dignity of this realm shall hereafter 
" come to any person not being a native of this 
' kingdom of England, this nation be not 

* obliged to engage in any war for the defence 

* of any dominions Or territories which do not 
' belong to the crown of England, without the 

* consent of Parliament. 9 99 
"Lord Lechmere was seconded by 
The Earl of Strafford, who urged, That tne 

Clause in the Act of Parliament referred to in 
the addition proposed, being passed into a law, 
upon so solemn an occasion, as the settling the 
crown of these kingdoms, and having since 
been re-enacted upon another very solemn oc- 
casion, was become a fundamental and Sacred 
part of the constitution of the united kingdom 
upon the strict and inviolable observance of 
which the farther tranquillity of these nations, 
and the properties of the subjects of Great 
Britain greatly depended : that, indeed, a case 
may happen, wherein the consent of the'House 
of Lards to engage this nation in a war in de- 
fence of bis Majesty's dominions in Germany, 
may be both just and necessary, but that it 
being reserved to both Houses of Parliament, 
by the law abovementioned to deliberate and 
advise upon all the circumstances, and there- 
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upon to consent to the justice of the cause far 
such a war ; be was convinced, that tbe words 
proposed ought to have been added to the Re- 
solution ; the rather, because the said words 
import the most dutiful and entire confidence 
in his Majesty's wisdom, and his justice to these 
kingdoms in that respect ; and would have pre* 
vented any jealousies which might arise in the 
minds of the subjects of this realm, in a matter 
of such high importance. 

Protest on the said Clause being rejected.] 
But the question being put, That the said 
Words be made part of the Resolution ? It 
was carried in the negative by 94 votes against 
15. 

" Dissentient' 
1. "The Clause of the Act of Parliament 
referred to in the Words proposed to be added, 
being passed into a law upon the solemn occa- 
sion of settling the crown of these realms upon 
his Majesty and his royal issue, and the same 
provision, with others, in that Act made, hav- 
ing been since re-enacted by Parliament upon 
another very solemn occasion, we are of opi- 
nion, that it is hereby become a fundamental' 
and a very sacred part of the constitution of 
the United Kingdom, upon tbe strict and u in- 
violable observance of which the future tran- 
quillity of this nation, and the -properties of the 
subjects of Great Britain, may, in our opi- 
nions,- greatly depend \ and therefore we 
thought the' Words proposed, fit to be added 
% to a Resolution of this House, wherein the de- 
fence of his Majesty's dominions and terri- 
tories, not belonging to the crown of these 
realms, is, as we conceive, in some measure en- 
gaged for. 

- 2. " We are of opinion, that the unfeigned 
zeal constantly shewn by this House in defence 
of his Majesty's sacred person, and the honour 
and true interest of his government, can never 
fail to exert itself in vindication of his .Ma- 
jesty's honour against all insults and indigni- 
ties whatsoever ; and though we are far from 
thinking but that a case may arise, wherein 
the consent of this House to engage this nation 
in a war in defence of his Majesty's domi- 
nions in Germany may be both just and ne- 
cessary, yet it being, in our judgments, re- 
served to both Houses of Parliament, by the 
laws above mentioned, to deliberate and ad- 
rise upon all the circumstances, and thereupon 
to consent to the justice of the cause whereby 
this nation shall at any time be engaged in 
a war upon that account, we are therefore 
convinced, that the Words proposed ought 
to have been added to the Resolution. 

3. " And the Tather, because the Words pro- 
posed to be added import the most dutiful and 
entire confidence in his Majesty's wisdom, and 
bis justice to these kingdoms in that respect ; 
and therefore, if they had been added to the 
Resolution of this House at this critical junc- 
ture, would, as we conceive, have prevented 
•any jealousies which might happen to arise in 
the minds of the subjects of this realm, in a 




matter which we think to be, of 
importance to \thecn." (Signed,) 

Lechmere, Cowpton, Scarsdale, Litch- 
field, Craven, Bristol, Aberdeen. 

The Lords' Address of Thanks.] ' Tbe next 
day the House of Lords waited on the King 
with their Address as follows : 

" Most Gracious Sovereign, 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majesty our most hearty thanks 
for your most gracious condescension in laying 
the Treaties of Peace and Commerce made at 
Vienna, between his Imperial Majesty and tbe 
King of Spain, and the Defensive Alliance con- 
cluded between your Majesty, the most Chris- 
tian King, and the king of Prussia, before this 
Home. 

" The said Treaty of Commerce plainly ap- 
pears to us, upon our most mature considera- 
tion thereof, to have been calculated with a 
view to put the trade of the-Spanish East and 
West Indies entirely into the hands of his Im- 
perial Majesty's subjects, contrary to the 
Barrier Treaty made between the Emperor and 
the States General, to which your Majesty, at 
their request, became guarantee ; as well as in 
breach of many solemn treaties and engage- 
ments to the contrary, between the crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain, and to the in- 
expressible damage of tbe subjects of this 
realm. 

" We cannot sufficiently express our. sense 
of tbe infinite obligations we lie under to your 
Majesty, for your care to the Protestant inte- 
rest abroad, and of the trade of this nation, by 
concluding at so critical a juncture the above 
mentioned Defensive Alliance, highly ' neces- 
sary for maintaining tbe bailance of Europe, 
as well as for the preserving many valuable 
rights, immunities, and advantages relating to 
the trade of Great Britain ; and we assure your 
Majesty, that we will stand by and support 
your Majesty, to the utmost of our power, in 
the engagements you hare entered into by this 
Treaty, and in the prosecution of such farther 
measures as your Majesty in your great wisdom 
shall think proper, for preventing the ill con- 
sequences to the trade of this kingdom, by 
the above-mentioned Treaty of Commerce. 

" We most humbly acknowledge your Ma- 
jesty's goodness in not suffering yourself to 
he diverted through any suggestions or insi- 
nuations whatsoever, from a work so neces- 
sary to the welfare of your British subjects. 

" They must have the meanest thoughts of 
this nation, who can imagine us capable of 
tamely suffering any^ insult or indignity to be 
offered to your Majesty, on account of your 
Majesty's firmness in maintaining the true in- 
terest and happiness of your people : Bat jus- 
tice, gratitude, and honour fill our hearts with 
very different sentiments, and make it our in- 
dispensible duty to assure your Majesty, upon 
this occasion! tW jf your Jtfajeaty shall be at 
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ony time insulted or attacked by any prince or 
state whatsoever, in any part of your Majesty's 
dominions or territories, not belonging to the 
crown of" Great Britain, in resentment of such 
measures as your Majesty has taken for pre* 
serving and maintaining the trade and safety of 
tliis kingdom, and of your Majesty's having en- 
tered into the said defensive alliance for that 
purpose $ we are fully determined, in vindica- 
tion of your Majesty's honour, to exert our- 
selves to the utmost in defending and protect- 
ing such dominions from any such insults and 
attacks." 

The King's Answer.] His Majesty's Answer 
Was as follows : 

w My Lords ; 
" I thank you kindly for this most seasonable 
find loyal Address ; the true concern you shew 
for your country is no less acceptable, to me, 
than the regard you express for my honour. . 
The assurances you give me in relation to my 
territories abroad, will, I am persuaded, contri- 
bute very much to the preserving the public 
peace of Europe ; and you may depend upon 
tny making no other use of that confidence, 
tvbich is so firmly established between us, than 
to maintain and promote the welfare of this 
kingdom.*' 

Petition of R. Hampden, Esq. for a Bill to 
impower the Lords of the Trtasury to compound 
wbith him for the Debt he owed to the Crown.] 
March 2. A Petition of Richard Hampden, 
esq. member for Wendover, was presented to 
the House, and read, praying, That leave 
might be given to bring in a Bill, " To impower 
the Lords' Commissioners of his Majesty's 
treasury to compound with the Petitioner, for 
the Debt due from him to the crown/' Sir 
Robert Walpole having acquainted the House, 
that the Petitioner had applied to the King, 
and that his Majesty had commanded him to 
acquaint the House, that his Majesty gave his 
consent, that the .House might do therein as 
they thought fit ; the said Petition was there- 
upon referred to the consideration of a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, on the 11th instant. 

* Petition of Sir T. Lowther, for purchasing 
the Reversion, in Fee, of his Estate held by 
Grant from the Crown!} A Petition of sir 
Too. Lowther, baft, was presented to the 
House and read ; setting forth, " That the-site 
of the dissolved monastery of Furneis in Lan- 
cashire and lands thereto belonging were for- 
merly the estate of the Preston family. That in 
1674, this estate was enjoyed by sir Thomas 
Preston, a Papist, who, to present its descend- 
ing to the Petitioner's grandfather, conveyed 
the same to trustees for superstitious uses. That 
the Petitioner and his ancestors have been at 
considerable charges, in maintaining their own 
and in recovering the crown's title to the said 
estate: That the Petitioner now enjoys the said 
estate by a lease, for St years, of which 22 are 
yet to come ; and praying, That as this estate 
was the family estate, of which they were de- 
Vot.VlIL 



.—jDebate on Mr. Hampden* $ Petition, \b\it 

prive,d for the adherence of the Petitioner's 
grandfather to the Protestant religion ; and in 
regard of the great expence the Petitioner's fa- 1 
mily have "been at in recovering and maintain* 
ing the right of the crown, That leave might 
be given to bring in a Bill to enable his Ma- 
jesty to grarit the Inheritance of the said Estate 
to the Petitioner, upon his paying such consi- 
deration as, according to the nature of the case, 
should be reasonable." 

Hereupon sir Robert Walpole having in- 
formed the House that bis Majesty gave his 
consent to the bringing in such a Bill as was 
desired by the Petition ; a Bill .was ordered to 
be brought in accordingly. 

A Petition of Sir Orlando Bridgman to the* 
same purpose.] March 7. A Petition of sir 
Orlando Bridgman, bart. was presented to the 
House and read ; praying, " That leave may 
be given to bring in a Bill to enable him to pur- 
chase, the reversion in fee of Bo wood *Park in 
Wiltshire, which had been granted for a term 
of years to his grandfather sir Orlando Bridgr 
man, Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
by king Charles 2. on payment of such consi- 
deration (or the same, as shall be, set by Ins 
Majesty's surveyor general." f 

Sir Robert Walpole having thereupon ac- 
quainted the House, that his Majesty gave hit 
consent to the bringing in such a Bill, as was 
desired by the Petition, the said Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in accordingly. 
. Upon occasion of sir Orlando Bridgman and 
sir Thomas Lowther's Petitions, Mr* Hunger- 
ford' represented, That through the generosity 
and bounty of his Majesty's royal predecessor?, 
. the ancient demesne of the crown had been so 
curtailed and diminished, that little was left of 
it; that therefore it was high time to think of 
some means or other to recover, at least, so 
much of it as reverted to the crown, by the de- 
termination of former grants ; that 'twas well 
known how apt the best of princes are to yield 
to the importunities of courtiers, even, to the 
detriment of their own families and successors; 
and therefore he moved, " That. the House 
would receive no more Petitions f6r enabling 
his Majesty to sell the reversion pf lands held 
of the crown." H,e was seconded by Mr. Free- 
man p and nobody opposing that motion, it 
passed into a resolution. 

Debate on Mr. Hampden y & Petition.] March 
11. The Commons went into a Committee of 
the whole House, to consider of the Petition 
of Richard Hampden, esq. After the reading 
of which sir William Yonge, who bad brought 
it in, spoke in his behalf, but was opposed by 
sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Bromley, Mr, Ship- 
pen, Mr. Hungerford, and others ; who made 
just reflections on the crime of mismanaging and 
imbezzellmg public money. This charge was 
much aggravated by what 

Sir John Eyies, Sub-Governor of the South 
Sea Company, 'declared, That it appeared by 
the balanced accounts of Mr. Hawes, one of 
the late Directors, that Mr. Hampden was se 
2 L . 
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far from being a sufferer in the South Sea Pro- 
ject, tfcat he was rather upwards of 9,000/. 
gainer. Hereupon 

Af r. Arthur Onslow said. That out of regard 
to- his ancient family, and, in particular, in con- 
sideration of his great grandfather, who made a 
most noble and courageous stand against arbi- 
trary power in opposing Ship Money, and fell 
the first victim in the glorious cause of liberty, 
he was for having something done for his rela- 
tions : To which 

Mr. Shippen replied, That he would not enter 
upon the merits of the great grandfather ; but 
tins he was sure of, that his great grandson had 
wasted* more Ship Money than ever himself 
saved to the nation, or king Charles 1 intended 
to raise. ' 

Other members spoke against the granting 
Mr. Hampden's Petition, because it would be 
a dangerous precedent; and 'twas to be feared, 
that several others in the like circumstances, 
might expect the same favour. Upon this 

Sir Robert Walpole declared, That he would 
never give his vote in favour of any body that 
embezzled public money : but took notice, 
that they could not come to any determination 
in this affair, before they had looked into some 
papers, particularly the state of Mr. Hampden's 
final account. 

Hereupon Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and then the further consideration of Mr. 
Hampden's Petition was put off to the 16th 
instant. 

March 23. The Commons went into" a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, to consider farther 
of the Petitions of Richard Hampden, esq. his 
wife, and bis brother, which occasioned a very 
high debate. After the reading of several 
Papers, 

Sir William Yonge took notice, That Mr. 
.Hampden's deficiency had, in some measure, 
been occasioned by a general calamity ; that 
he had already done all that lay in his power 
to make it up; that however, since neither his 
wife nor his brother, bad any ways been acces- 
sary to his misfortunes, it were unreasonable 
and unjust to involve them in his offence and 
its punishment ; that bis real and patrimonial 
estate amounted to about 2,200/. per annum, 
one full half of which was settled for a jointure 
to his wife, who brought him near 11,000/. in 
marriage, besides an annuity of 200/. per ann. 
during her life, for her separate use, all which 
settlements ought to be secured to her; that 
cither Mr. Ric)mrd Hampden, or his brother 
may have issue male ; and in consideration of 
the signal services, at divers times, performed 
by their illustrious ancestors, some provision 
sj&uld be made for their posterity out of the 
femilv estate ; And therefore he moved, That 
a Ml be brought in, " For vesting the real and 
personal estates of iUcbard Hampden, esq, in 
Trustee? for making some provision for his 
wife.and family, and for U>e better securing the 
♦ebu due^ Jjrom him to the crown." 

This motion was .seconded by sir John Hu- 



bert, and backed by Mr. William-Peer Wil- 
liams ; but 

Mr. Clayton represented, That, if this affair 
went through the usual tedious course of ex- 
tents in the Exchequer, great part of Mr. . 
Hampden's estate would be consumed in law 
expences, so that the crown would never get 
200/. a year out of it : And therefore he pro- 
posed that the said estate should be divided 
into two equal parts, one of which should be 
allotted as a provision for his wife and family ; 
and the other half immediately sold off, towards 
satisfying the debt due from him to the crown. 

Many members shewed their approbation of 
this proposal: but the majority were for sir 
William Yonge's motion ; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a Bill was'ordered to 
be brought in accordingly j which afterwards 
passed into a law. 

The King's Message for an Additional Num- 
ber of Seamen.] March 24. Mr. Methueo ac- 
quainted the Commons, That he had a Message 
from his Majesty to the House, signed by bis 
Majesty, and he delivered the same to Mr. 
Speaker, who read it as follows : 

" 6. R. 

" His Majesty having nothing more at heart, 
than an earnest desire to secure to his own 
subjects v the full and free enjoyment Of then- 
trade and navigation, and in the best manner, 
to prevent and frustrate such designs as have 
been formed against the particular interest of 
this nation, and the general peace of Europe, 
has found it necessary, not only to augment 
his Maritime force, but to concert such other 
measures, as may most -effectually conduce to 
these desirable ends ; and as these services will 
require some extraordinary Expence, his Ma- 
jesty hopes he shall be enabled, by the assist- 
ance of Parliament, to increase the number of 
Seamen already voted and granted for the ser- 
vice of this year, and to enter into, and majte 
good, such engagements as the circumstances 
and exigency of affairs may require." 

Debate thereon.] After the reading of this 
Message, 

, Mr. Shippen took notice, That this Message 
had all the air of another sent to them about 
the beginning of April, 1717, importing in 
substance, < That his Majesty being desirous, 
' not only to secure his kingdom against the 
' present danger from Sweden, but likewise to 
' prevent the like apprehensions for the future, 
' had thought it necessary early to concert 
' measures with other princes and states; and 
' as this might require some ex pence, his Ma- 
'jesty hoped, that the Commons, by their as- 
' sistancent this juncture, would enable him to 
' make good such engagements as might ease 
' his people of all future charge and apprehen- 
' sions upon that account' * That he remem- 
bered, so unexpected and so unprecedented a. 
Message was received with great surprize, and 
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occasioned very high and long debates in that 
House; that he himself represented and urged 
the unparliamentariness of asking and granting 
Supplies, without an Estimate of the expence ; 
9 and had the hononr to be then supported by a 
great many worthy gentlemen, and by some in 
particular, who seemed now to be of another 
opinion: That after much opposition, it was 
at last carried, by a majority of four voices 
only,* to grant his Majesty a Supply which 
was afterwards fixed at 250,000/. But that 
they could never know how that money had 
been laid out; and therefore he moved, "That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
direct the proper officers to lay before the 
House an Account of the Disposition of the 
550,000/. granted to his Majesty, on the 13th 
of April, 1717, to enable his Majesty to con- 
cert such measures with foreign princes and 
States, as might prevent any charge or appre- 
hensions from the designs of Sweden." This 
motion was seconded by Mr. Snell ; but the 
previous question being put, that the question 
be now put upon the said motion, it was car- 
ried in the negative. 

March 25. The Commons proceeded to 
take into consideration his Majesty's most gra- 
cious Message of the day before, which being 
read again by Mr. Speaker, 

Sir William Yonge opened the debate, and 
having shewed the necessity of an extraordi- 
nary Supply, moved, " That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to bis Majesty, that he will 
be pleased to make such an addition to the 
number of Seamen already voted, and to con- 
cert such other measures, as his Majesty shall 
in his great wisdom think will best conduce to 
the security of the trade and navigation of tfiis 
kingdom, and to the preservation of the peace 
of Europe ; and to assure his Majesty, that 
this House will effectually provide for; and 
make good, all such expences and engagements 
as shall be made for obtaining these great and 
desirable ends/ 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Henry 
Pelham, but was opposed Dy sir Wilfrid Law- 
son, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Snell, Mr. William Pul- 
teuey, sir William Wyndham, sir Joseph JekyN, 
Mr. Hungerford, Mr.. Daniel Pulteney, Mr. 
freeman, Mr. Sandys, Mr. Lutwycbe, and sir 
John Rushout. Sir Vv*illiam Yonge's" motion 
being on the other hand supported by sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, Mr. Edward Thompson, Mr. 
Onslow, lord Finch, sir William Strickland, 
Mr. Doddingtou, and Mr. Thomas Lewis, 
member for Southampton ; the question was 
put upon sif W. Yonge's motion, ^vhich was 
carried in the* affirmative, by 270 votes against 
89, and then it was resolved, That the said Re- 
solution, by way of Address, be presented to 
his Majesty by the whole House ; which being 
done accordingly the next day, his Majesty 
'was pleased to return the following Answer: 

' * Se* ttt, t, pp. 435, 4*0, 



u Gentlemen ; 
" I return you my thanks for this loyal and 
affectionate Address; and you may be as- 
sured, I shall make no other use of the con- 
fidence you repose in me, but for preserving 
the general tranquillity, and in support of the 
trade, honour, and interest of my people. 17 - 

The Earl of Strafford complains of a Mes*> 
sage for an Additional Number of Seamen being 
tent to the Commons onfy.} April 20. On the 
24th of March last, his Majesty having sent a 
Message to the House of Commons, importing, 
' That he hoped he should be enabled by the 
' assistance of his parliament, to increase the 
' number of Seamen already voted;', and the 
said Message not having been communicated 
to the House of Peers, the earl of Strafford 
took notice of it ; and upon his motion, this 
day being appointed for taking the said Mes- 
sage into consideration, his lordship endeavour- 
ed to shew, That the same was unprecedented, 
and struck at the ancient privileges of the House 
of Peers, who are the grand standing council of 
the sovereign ; the hereditary guardians ef the 
liberties and properties of the people, . and 
next the king, the principal part of the legisla- 
ture, and who therefore have a right to be con* 
suited in all masters of public concern. "Con* 
eluding, That an Address be presented to bis 
Majesty, to know who advised his Majesty not 
to send the same Message to the House of 
Peers, as was sent to the House of Commons. 

LordTretwr moves to adjourn the Considera- 
tion thereof for a Month.] Hereupon ^the 
Lord Trevor moved, That the farther consi- 
deration of that matter be adjourned for a 
Month ; and was seconded by the duke of 
Devonshire : To this 

Lord Lechmere replied, That the subject of 
this debate was of so great consequence to his 
Majesty's service ; to the honour of that as- 
sembly ; to the ancient constitution of parlia- 
ment ; and to the prosperity of the kingdom, 
that it ought not to be postponed at all, much 
less for such a length of time, as amounted to 
a iay'ing it entirely aside. Tuat it must he for 
the service of the crown, upon all occasions, 
to have the advice of both Houses of Par- 
liament ; and as the Message in question was 
only sent to the Commons, and there had not 
yet been any communication with their lord- 
ships upon it, though it contained matters' of , 
the highest importance, it tended to under- 
mine the very foundation of the House of 
Peers, and of the ancient constitution of the 
kingdom. That the x rights of the people of 
England were, in some measure,, invaded, 
whenever they were deprived of the assistance 
of that House of Parliament, without whom no 
aid can be given to the crown, nor any tax.es 
laid on the subjects : And therefore if this de- 
bate should be adjourned to so long a day, it 
might be inferred from such a dilatory proceeds 
ing, that their lordships were fiot as jealous of 
their own privileges,, and of the rights and 
properties' of the people, and as much deter* 
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mined to support and defend them, as any of 
their predecessors : That it was the undoubted, 
and inherent right of the, House of. Peers, to 
alter and amend all Money-Bill* which came 
from the Commons; and though in some late 
instances, the Commons had disputed that 
right ; yet the Lords bad never failed to assert 
it. That, according to ancient usage, all de- 
mands of supply should come from the throne 
in the House of Peers, and therefore all other 
methods are unparliamentary, new and dan- 
gerous to the constitution. All which assertions 
his lordship corroborated by several precedents 
upon record, which, at bis desire, were ordered 
to be read. 

Lord Lechmere was answered by the Lords 
Onslow and Townshend : but they were re- 
plied to by 

Lord Bathurst, who toook notice, That the 
appellation of Parliament being given to the 
' Commons separately from the Lords, was en- 
tirely unprecedented ; that this was so' far. 
from being the language of former times, that 
though of late the Commons took upon them 
to begin all Money Bills, yet there was a time 
when they were so inconsiderable, as to apply 
to the Lords, to* desire them to provide money 
for the public service ; that if the Lords suf- 
fered themselves to be overlooked in this man- 
ner, they might come, at last, to be voted 
useless, as they had formerly been : And there- 
fore lest any mistake of this kind should be 
attended with such ill consequence, his lord- 
ship was of opinion, that proper notice should 
be taken of it immediately, instead of deferring 
the farther consideration of it for a month, 
hereupon 

The Earl ofScarborough stood up, and said, 
That be did no$ deny, that the peers have a 
right to be .advised with, in all matters of im- 
portance, and to give their consent to Money 
Bills : but, that in the case before them, it 
seemed needless to send the Message to their 
House, because their lordships had implicitly 
** given their consent to* the augmenting the 
number of Seamen; in their Address of Thanks 
to his Majesty, wherein the said augmentation 
was routed at: that indeed formerly the 
Commons applied, to the Lords to pro- 
vide money for the public service ; because, 
at that time, none else had auy money to 
give, most of the lands being then in their 
hands ; whereas since the reigns of Henry 7 
' ' and Henry 8 the case is very much altered ; 
and that therefore they ought not to consider 
how things were formerly, but how they are 
^ at present, and so act as they find them. 

Protest on Lord Trevor's Motion being 
agreed to.l At last, the question being put 
. . upon the lord Trevor's motion, it was carried 
■i in* the Affirmative, by 59 against 31. 

"Dissentient' 
1. " Because we conceive the subject mat- 
ter of this debate to be of so great conse- 
j quence to his Majesty's service, to the honour 
1 m( this House, to .the, ; constitution of parlia- 



ment, and to the prosperity of the kingdom, 
that it ought not to have been postponed at all, 
much less for such a length of time ; It must 
be for the service and support of the crown to 
have the advice of both Houses of Parliament 
upon all occasions ; and as the Message taken 1 
notice of was only sent to the House of Com- 
mons, there has hitherto been no communi- 
cation with this House thereupon, though it 
contains matters of the highest importance; 
and we conceive, that it tends to undermine 
the very foundation of this House, when the 
lower House is alone advised with upon any 
matter which ' concerns the interest of the 
whole kingdom. 

. 2. •« As this House has always been esteemed 
the hereditary and perpetual guardians of the 
liberties and properties of the people, they 

, ought not to be excluded from giving their 
advice in all matters of public concern ; and 
the rights of the people of England are, as we 
apprehend, invaded, whenever they are de- 
prived of the assistance of this House of Par- 
liament, without whom no aids can be given to 
the crown, nor no taxes imposed on the peo- 
ple ; therefore as we conceive, this Message 
being sent to the House of Commons only, 
tends to subvert those rights : We think this 
debate should not have beeu adjourned, lest 
any inference should be drawn from this dila- 
tory proceeding, that this House is not as jea- 
lous of their rights and privileges at this time, 
and as -much determinea to support them, as 
any of their ancestors have formerly been. 

3. " Since it cannot be doubted, that it is 
an inherent and fundamental right in this 
House to alter and amend all Money Bills 
which come from the Commons, we cannot 
but apprehend also, that demands of supply 
should come from the throne in this House of 
Parliament, according. to ancient usage ; and 
we conceive, all other methods of demanding 
supplies are new, and most be dangerous to 
the constitution. 

4. Because there is an expression in the 
Message which we apprehend, to' be entirely 
unprecedented, and never before used in any 
Message to the House of Commons, the appel- 
lation of Parliament being given to them sepa- 
rately from this House ; and therefore, lest any 
mistake of this kind should be attended with 
such ill consequences as to encourage evil mi- 
nisters hereafter to a total neglect of this House, 
we conceive, that proper notice should have 
been taken of it immediately, without deferring 
the further consideration thereof for a month. 
( Signed), Scarsdale, Aberdeen, Strafford, 

Coveutry, Gower, Ashburnham, Boyle, 
Compton, Exeter, Craven, Bruce, Litch- 
field, Montjoy, Lechmere, Warrington, 
JJathurst, Uxbridge, Foley." 

IVfay 18. The order of the day being read 
far taking into farther consideration that part 
of the printed Votes of* the House of Commons, 
of the 24th of March 1725, purporting to be a 
Message to jthat Hpuse from his Majesty, undo? 
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his royal sign manual : And the same b a 
read by the clerk, after debate it was ordered, 
That the farther consideration of that part of 
the said printed Votes be adjourned to this day 
fortnight. 

Then the House being moved, " That an Ad- 
dress be presented tahis Majesty, representing 
tjie fatal consequences .which must happen to 
this kingdom, when any advice shall be given 
to the crown, v whereby the council and assist- 
ance of this House shall not he asked, at the 
same time that the council and assistance of 
the House of Commons shall be asked, in mat- 
ters which concern the peace and safety of this 
kingdom, and most earnestly to beseech his 
Majesty, that he will, for the future, discourage 
all such councils as shall tend, in so unwar- 
rantable and dangerous a manner, to the de- 
struction of the rights of this House/* After 
debate, the question was put, Whether such an 
Address shall be presented to his Majesty? It 
was resolved in the negative.. 

" Dissentient', Lechmere, Montjoy." 

A Bill toprevent Bribery at Elections passes 
the Commons, but is thrown out in the Jjords.] 
April 2f. Upon a motion made by sir John 
ltushout, and seconded by sir Thomas Coke 
and Mr. Arthur Onslow, a Bill was ordered to 
be brought in, * For the more effectual pre- 

• venting Bribery and Corruption in the elec- 
4 ti*on of Members to serve in Parliament/ 

April 29. The said Bill was read the first 
time. 

May 18. The sajd Bill being read a second 
time in the Lords, it being proposed, that the 
House be put into a Committee on the said 
Bill to-morrow ; the same was objected to. 
After debate, the question was put, Whether 
this House shall be put into a Committee on 
the said Bill to-morrow f It was resolved in the 
Negative. 

Dissentient' Warrington, Lechmere, Mont- 
joy, Gower, Foley, Bathurst.'' 

Mr. John Ward expelled for Forgery. ] May 
13th. The House of Commons being informed,, 
that Mr. Harcourt, secondary of the crown side 
of the court of KingVbench, attended at the 
door ; he was called in: and, at the Bar, pre* 
sented to the House a copy of the Record of the 
Proceedings upon the Information in the Court 
of KmgVbench against John Ward, esq.* a 
member of this House. 

* " Like Doctors thus, when much dispute has past, 
*' We find our tenets just the sam^ at last : 

4t Both fairly owniug, Riches, in effect, 
" No grace of Heav'n or token of th* Elect ; 
44 Gir*n to the fool, the mad, the vain, the evil, 
4t To Ward, to Waters, Chartres, and the Devil." 

" John Ward of Hackney, esq. member of 
Parliament, being prosecuted by the Duchess 
pf Buckingham, and convicted of forgery, was 
first expelled the House, and then stood on the 
pillory on the 17th of March, 1727. He was 
suspected of joining in a conveyance with Sir 
jfoha Blunt, to secrete 50,000/. of that Direo- 



Ordered, that the' said copy of the Record of 
the said Proceedings be taken into considera- 
tion upon Monday. Also, that John Ward, 
esq., a member of this House, do attend in his 
place, upon Monday next. 

*May 16. The order for taking into consider- 
ation the copy of the Record of the Proceed- 
ings upon the , Information in the Court of 
KingVbench against John Ward, esq. a mem* 
ber of this House; and also for the said Mr. 
Ward's attending in* his place; being reads 
and the said Mr. Ward not attending in his 
place, pursuant to the said order; Thomas Hol- 
lingshead, one of the messengers belonging to 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this House, was 
called in ; and, being examined, gave the House 
an accouut of his leaving copies of the said 
Orders at the said Mr. Ward's house in London, 
and at his house at Hackney ; and that, upon 
inquiry after the said Mr. Ward, he was in- 
formed, that the said Mr. Ward was gone from 
-his said houses; and that he could get no far- 
ther account of him. 

Then the said copy of the Record of the said 
Proceedings in the Court of KingVbench was 
read; and it appearing to the House by the 
said Record, that John Ward, esq. a member of 
this House, upon an Information in the Court 
of KipgVbench exhibited against him, by the 
name of John Ward, of Hackney, in the county 
of Middlesex, esq. bath, this present Easter 
Term, been convicted of the crime of Forgery. 

Resolved nem. con. That the said John Ward 
esq. be expelled this House. 

The King's Speech at the Close of the Session.] 
May 24. The King qame to the House of teers, 
with the usual state, and the Commons being 
sent for up and attending, his Majesty gave the 
royal assent to several public and private Bills. 
After which, the Lord Chancellor read his Ma- 
jesty's Speech to both Houses, as follows : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" I cannot in justice to you put an end to 
this session, without returning you my hearty 
thanks for the many instances you have given 

tors estate forfeited to the South Sea Company 
by act of parliament. The Company recovered 
the 50,000/. against Ward ; but he set up prior' 
conveyances of his real estate to his brother 
and son, and concealed all his personal, which 
was computed to be 150,000/. These convers- 
ances being also set aside by a bill in Chancery, 
Ward was imprisoned, and hazarded the forfei- 
ture of his life, by not giving in his effects till 
the last day, which was that of his examina- 
tion. During his confinement, his amusement 
was to give poison to dogs and cats, and see 
theV expire by slower or quicker torments. To 
sum up the worth of this gentleman, at the se- 
veral eras of his life : at his standing in the 
pillory, he was worth above 200,OOo£; at bis 
commitment to prison, he was worth 150,000/.; 
but has been since so far diminished in bis re- 
futation, as to be thought a w$rse man by fife/ 
oc sixty thousand V 9 Pope. 
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me of your duty and affection to my person 
and government, aad of your zsaj to maintain 
the honour and true interest of this kingdpm. 

u The spirit and resolution you hate shewn 
on this important occasion, when our most 
valuable rights and privileges have been struck 
at, are highly becoming the weight and autho- 
rity of a British parliament; and the steps 
that have been taken abroad, in support of toe 
measures entered into against this nation, must 
convince every body of your wisdom and pru- 
dence in endeavouring to put an early stop to 
the farther progress of them. I hope the pre- 
cautions you have enabled me to take, will be 
sufficient, io conjunction with my allies, to de- 
feat the designs which have been formed against 
us ; and that the promoters of them, when 
they have fully weighed their own circumstances, 
and better considered those of the several 

I rowers united in defence of the tranquillity and 
iberties of Europe, will find it their own inte- 
rest to preserve the peace, and think it most 
safe and prudent to desist from their dangerous 
schemes. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

" I return you my particular thanks for the 
Supplies which you have so cbearfally and ef- 
fectually raised ; and you may be assured, that 
they shall be faithfully applied to the uses for 
which you intended them. 

" My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

" The constant employment of my thoughts, 
and the most earnest wishes of my heart, tend 
wholly to the securing to my subjects their just 
rights and advantages, and to the preserving to 
them, and to all ftirope, the enjoyment of a 
safe and honourable peace. *And I must not 
conclude^ without giving you the strongest as- 
surances, ^that the particular confidence you 
have placed in me, shaO be made use of in 
such manner bflly, as may most effectually 
conduce to the attaining those good and great 
purposes." 

Which being ended; the Lord Chancellor, 
by. nis Majesty's command, prorogued the 
parliament t<r the 21st of July. 



"FIFTH SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT. BRITAIN. 

The King's Speech on opening the Session."] 
January 17, 1727. ThcP King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons being sent 
for up, and attending, his Majesty, by the 
mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, made the 
following Speech to both Houses: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« I acquainted yon hist year witfe the Trea- 
ties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
tween the emperor and the king of Spam. As 
that sudden' and Unaccountable conjunction 
gave at the first appearance, just grounds of 
jealousy and apprehension to the neighbour* 
ing powers of Europe, the/ *a$fe$teni pro* 



ceedings and transactions in those two courts, 
and the secret and offensive alliances/ con* 
eluded between them at out the same time, 
have laid the foundations of a most exorbitant 
and formidable power, and are so directly 
levelled against the most valuable and darling 
interests and privileges of this nation, that we 
must determine either tamely to submit to the 
peremptory and unjust demands of tbe king of 
•Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to 
acquiesce in the emperor's usurped and ex- 
tended exercise of trade and commerce, or 
must resolve to be in a condition to do our- 
selves justice, and to defend our undoubted 
rights against these reciprocal engagements en- 
tered into in defiance and violation of ail na- 
tional faith, and the most solemn treaties. 

" I have likewise received information from 
different parts, on which I can entirely depend, 
that the placing the Pretender upon the throne 
of this kingdom is one of the A rticles of the 
Secret Engagements *; and if time shall evince, 
that the giving up the trade of this nation to 
one power, and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon to 
another, is made the price and reward of im- 
posing upon this kingdom a Popish Pretender, 
what an indignation must this raise in the 
breast of every Protestant Briton ! 

* " The Speech from the throne, on this 
important occasion, contained a remarkable 
passage : •* I have likewise received in form a- 
* tion, from different parts, on which I can en- 
' tirely depend, that the placing the Pretender 
' upon the throne bf this kingdom is one of 
' the articles of the secret engagements.' This 
charge, formally announced from the mouth of 
the King, was as formally disavowed by tbe 
emperor, and occasioned his imprudent appeal 
to the British uation, by the publication of bis 
minister, count Palm's memorial, which roused 
the spirit of the people, and united all parties 
in support of the dignity of the throne. This 
formal charge on one side, and denial on the 
other, of the two sovereigns, gave rise to a con- 
troversy, which occupied the attention of Europe 
at the period, and is still undecided. Mr. Wal- 
pole, whose sagacity and information cannot be 
disputed, and whose sincerity cannot be ques- 
tioned, believed the existence of these secret 
articles ; as appears from numerous documents 
and observations in his own hand- writing, 
found among his papers, not only during the 
negotiations against Spain and the emperor, 
but even in the latter period of his life, when 
he had no views or interests to promote. Per- 
haps -no proof made a stronger impression on 
his mind thaH the communication of the secret 
articles by two Sicilian abbots, of grea,t birth 
and consequence, who received them from king 
Ffaihp himself, on the l6xh of November 1725, 
for the purpose of making their observations. 

^The spirit of England wa* roused bf the 
mtperious conduct and menaces or the emperor 
dud Spain ; and the efforts of parliament co- 
but his opinion once formed, he Became ifc 
operated with the zeal ' of tbe nation 1 .''' C&fth 
Life of Horatio, Lord Walpole, vol. J, p, 249. 
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" Nor were these fatal combinations confined 
to those parts of the world alone, but Jthey ex- 
pended themselves into Russia; 'and had not the - 
designs of that court against some of their 
neighbours been- prevented by the seasonable 
arrival of our fleet in those seas, a way had 
been opened for the invading tjhese kingdoms, 
and giving a powerful assistance to any attempt 
to be made from other quarters. 

" Such circumstances would not suffer me 
and my allies, among whom there has been and 
is the most perfect harmony, union, and con- 
cert, to be idle spectators, and regardless of 
our own safety and the common cause of 
Europe : for which purpose his most Christian 
Majesty has been at a great expence, this last 
year, in augmenting his forces; and the States 
General, sensible of the imminent danger, have 
not only acceded to the Defensive Alliance con- 
cluded at Hanover, but have come to strong 
and seasonable resolutions for an extraordinary 
augmentation of their forces both by sea and 
land. The accession of the crown of Sweden 
is in such a forwardness, and the negociations 
with the crown of Denmark are so far ad- 
vanced, that we may reasonably depend upon 
the success and good effect of them. 

" This short view of the present posture of 
affairs will, I am confident, not only secure to 
me the support and assistance of my parlia- 
ment, in carrying on this great and necessary 
work, in conjunction with my allies ; but justify 
the measures hitherto taken, and the espences 
already made. 

" The confided ce you reposed in me last year 
has been made use of for the benefit of the 
public ; and as the chief article of exceeding 
has, by my equipping and sending to sea three 
considerable squadrons, fallen upon the head of 
the navy, I am persuaded the' necessity of the 
services, and the security, advantage, and glory 
that has accrued to this nation from those 
squadrons, will sufficiently speak for themselves, 
ns long as both friends and foes, with joy, or 
concern, confess they have seen and felt the ef- 
fects of the naval power of Great Britain. 

" It is not to be wondered at, that? the princes 
engaged in these enterprises are very much dis- 
turbed to see their projects rendered abortive : 
The king of Spain, impatient of the disappoint- 
ments be has met with, can no longer disguise 
that enmity to us, which for some time he has 
only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
declare. He has now ordered his minister re- 
siding here, to depart immediately from this- 
country, leaving a memorial that is little 
short of a declaration of war, wherein he again 
demands and insists upon the restitution of 
Gibraltar. He does not himself deny the of- 
fensive alliance, nor his engagements to sup- 
port the Ostend company : He makes my re- 
calling those squadrons, which his conduct had 
pot me under a necessity of sending to the West 
Indies and the coast of Spain, the condition 
of any farther correspondence between the two 
crowns and supposing the continuance of my 
fleets abroad to be actual hostilities, threatens to 



repel them with force to the utmost of his power** 

" But not content with these menaces, in-' 
suits, and infractions of treaties, his Catholic 
Majesty is now making preparations to attack 
and besiege Gibraltar ; and in order to carry 
on that service, or to cover another design, has 
assembled a great body of troops in that neigh- 
bourhood : But the present state and condition 
of that garrison, with the reinforcements I 
have ordered thither, give, me little cause to 
apprehend, or my enemies to hope for success 
in that undertaking. The certain and undoubt- 
ed intelligence I have, that it is now resolvedta 
attempt an invasion upon these kingdoms in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, by an embarkation from 
the coasts of Spain, gives me reason to believe, 
that though the siege of Gibraltar may pro- 
bably be undertaken, the public, avowed, and 
immense preparations made for that purpoae, 
are chiefly calculated to amuse the world, and 
to disguise t(ie intended invasion, which, I am 
surely informed, has been for some time agreed 
td be the first step and beginning of the long 
premeditated rupture. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" These considerations must awaken in you 
all such a sense of our common and immediate 
danger, as will, I doubt not, inspire you with a 
zeal and chearfulness in raising the supplies 
necessary for the defence of your country, and 
for making good our engagements with our 
allies. . - ' 

" I receive too much satisfaction from the 
happiness of my people, in their full enjoyment 
and future prospect of peace, ease, and pros- 
perity, not to be sensibly affected with these 
new convulsions, and the unavoidable neces- 
sity I am under, of asking larger supplies of my 
people, and of desiring to be enabled to make 
such an augmentation of my forces, by sea and 
land, as the present exigency of affairs requires. 

"J will order the proper estimates to be laid 
before you, and such treaties -as I have made 
with foreign princes for the hire of foreign 
troops; and as the ex pence I was last year in- 
trusted to make, has amounted to no consider-* 
able sum, and the public utility may again re- 
quire the like services to be performed, I hope 
you will again repose the same trust and con- 
fidence in me. ' % 

" It is with great pleasure that I see the time 
so near approaching when such a considerable, 
addition will be made to the sinking fund : Let 
all that wish well to the peace and quiet of my 
government have -the satisfaction to see, that 
our present necessities shall make ho interrup- 
(ion in the progress of that desirable work, of 
gradually .discharging the national debt : I hope 
therefore you will make a provision for the im- 
mediate application of the produce of the sink- 
ing fund, to the uses for which it was so wisely 
contrived, and to which it stands now appro- 
priated. 

u My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« I have had no thoughts of making any ac- 
quisitions to any part of my dominions ; my 
whole care and concern has been to preserve 
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sfad maintain the undoubted rights and pri- 
vileges of my people; and therefore all my 
measures have been preventive and defensive : 
But such endeavours being now rendered im- 
practicable, vigorous resolutions, and a speedy 
execution of them, can alone. put an effec- 
tual end to the dangers that surround us. 
However hazardous and desperate the enter- 
prizes formed against us, may appear to be,- 
your being assured that they are resolved upon, 
will, I am persuaded, be sufficient to prevail 
upon you, to put yourselves iu a condition to re- 
sist and defeat them. < 
" If preserving a ( due balance of power in 
Europe, if defending the possessions of the 
crown of Great Britain, of infinite advantage 
and security to our trade aud commerce, if sup- 
porting that trade and commerce against dan- 
gerous and unlawful encroachments, and if the 
present establishment, the religion, liberties, 
and properties of a Protestant people, are any 
longer considerations worthy of the care and 
attention of a British parliament, I need say 
no more to incite my loyal and faithful Houses 
of Parliament, to exert themselves in the de- 
fence of all that is dear and valuable to theiri." 

The Lords' Address of Thanks.'] January 18. 
The Lords presented the following Address of 
Thanks : 

" Most gracious Sovereign ; 
u We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lord Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
Majesty our hearty thanks for your Majesty's 
most gracious Speech from the throne. We 
cannot but esteem ourselves in duty bound most 
humbly and gratefully to acknowledge your Ma- 
jesty's exceeding goodness, in opening to your 
Parliament a scene of the highest importance 
to this kingdom. The world must now be con- 
vinced, that the courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
have laid the foundations of such an exorbi- 
tant and formidable power, as may, m time, 
overturn the balance, and destroy the liberties 
of Europe. Were we not filled with the deep- 
est resentment at the indignities which have 
been offered to your Majesty, we should be un- 
worthy of all the blessings we enjoy uuder your 
Majesty's most gracious and excellent govern- 
ment The invasions made upon the rights 
and privileges of your people, in the most im- 
portant branches of their commerce ; the me- 
naces and insults used towards your Majesty ; 
the peremptory demand of the restitution of 
Gibraltar, which place, and the island of Mi- 
norca, both being of the utmost consequence to^ 
ytfur people, were yielded up by the present 
king of Spain himself, and do indisputably be- 
long to the crown of Great Britain by most so- 
lemn treaties : but, above all, the engagements 
entered into for placing a Popish Pretender 
upon your throne, must raise the warmest indig- 
nation in all those who have the least Sense of 
their duty to the best of sovereigns, and 
axly regard to the Protestant Religion, to 
die honour, interest, and prosperity of 
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their country. We are truly sensible of the 
Hise measures taken by your Majesty for pre-^ 
venting the dangers which threat tied us ; your 
early care in forming and entering into the De- 
fensive Alliance, to which the accession of the 
States General has added so great a weight ; 
the establishing a perfect harmony, union and 
concert between your Majesty, the most Chris- 
tian King, and the States General ; the several 
ne^ociations which your Majesty, in conjunc- 
tion with your allies, is carrying on with Sweden, 
Denmark, and other powers ; and the shewing 
the power and influence of your naval force, 
by the seasonable equipment of three consi- 
derable squadrons, are the apparent causes to 
which, next under God, we owe the preserva- 
tion of the public peace, and the preventing 
the execution of those destructive and unjust 
designs that had been formed against this na- 
tion, and the liberties of Europe. The very 
great satisfaction yonr Majesty is pleased to ex- 
press at the happiness of your people, in their 
full enjoyment of peace, ease, and prosperity ; 
your tender concern, for their sake, at the 
prospect of any new commotions, and your 
continual care every where to preserve and 
maintain the undoubted rights and privileges 
of all your subjects, cannot but fill their hearts 
with the most grateful sense of theii duty, and 
raise in them the utmost detestation, aud con- 
tempt of the vain imagination of placing a Po- 
pish Pretender on the throne. We do there- 
fore, at this important juncture, most* humbly 
beg leave to assure your Majesty of our steady 
and unshaken fidelity, and that nothing shall 
ever divert or deter us from making our strong- 
est efforts, for - maintaining your Majesty's un- 
doubted right and title to the crown of this 
realm, and for preserving our present happy 
establishment : and we beseech your Majesty 
to believe, that we will,* to the utmost of our 
power, enable your Majesty to make good all 
your engagements with your Allies, and to pre- 
serve the trade of this kingdom in its utmost 
extent ; to vindicate your honour, and to assert 
aud defend your right to Gibraltar, and the 
island of Minorca, which are of the greatest 
importance to the preservation of the com* 
merce and naval strength of Great Britain ; 
and to maintain your right to every other part 
of your dominions, against all attempts * what- 
soever; and that we shall, at all times, be ready 
to concur in soch proper measures, as may ef- 
fectually enable your Majesty, in conjunction 
with your allies, to bring to reason all such 
powers, as shall at any time disturb the general 
peace and tranquillity of Europe." 

Hie King's Answer J] His Majesty's Answer 
to this Address, was as follows : 

« My Lords; 
" I thank you heartily for this very dutiful 
and loyal Address ; your warm concern for 
maintaining my honour, and ^he rights of my 
crown, and for preserving the trade of this 
kingdom; if a fresh and very seasonable instance 
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of yotfr love to your country, as well as of your 
duty and affection to me. 

" Your approbation of the several measures 
I' have taken for preserving the public peace 
and tranquillity, and securing the rights and 
privileges of my people against all usurpations, 
gives me great satisfaction. 

" I entirely depend on the many faithful and 
affectionate assurances you have given me in 
this address : you may air absolutely depend 
-on my constant endeavours to promote the 
happiness of all my people/ 7 

Debate in the Commons on tht Address of 
Thanks,] The Commons being returned to 
their House, and Mr. Speaker having reported 
liis Majesty's Speech, Mr! Onslow moved, 
" That an humble Address be presented to his 
Majesty to return him the Thanks of this 
House for his most gracious Speech from the 
throne; to acknowledge His Majesty's good- 
ness, in acquainting his Parliament with the 
several proceedings and alliances entered into 
between the Emperor and the king of Spain, 
giving such just cause of jealousy to the neigh- 
bouring princes and states, so formidable and 
destructive of the true balance of power in 
Europe, and striking at the foundation of the 
most valuable privileges and interests of the 
aubjects of his Majesty, and those of his allies; 
to > declare the resentment of the Commons of 
Great Britain, at the unjust demand of the 
king of Spain for the restitution of Gibraltar, 
and the unwarrantable usurpation of the Em* 
peror, in erecting and .carrying on the Ostend 
trade, and their mutual obligations to support 
f each other in these unjustifiable attempts and 
undertakings. But above all, to express our 
highest indignation at the resolutions and en- 
gagements entered into, for attempting to 
place the Pretender on the throne of these 
kingdoms ; to return his Majesty the Thanks 
of this House, for his great care in strengthen- 
ing his alliances, and for employing his royal 
fleet so usefully for the security, advantage, 
and glory of this nation. And, as this House 
cannot but look upon the measures and reso- 
lutions, taken in opposition to and in defiance 
of most solemn rreaties, as tending to an im- 
mediate rupture, humbly to desire his Majesty, 
that he will forthwith give the necessary orders 
for putting this kingdom in a posture of de- 
fence; and to assure his Majesty, that this 
House will not-only chearfully am) effectually 
raise the supplies necessary for the present 
exigency of affairs, but will stand by and sup- 
port bis Majesty in making good his engage- 
ments with his allies ; in preserving the balance 
ef power in Europe ; in defending the posses- 
sions of the crown of Great Britain ; in sup- 
porting the trade of this nation against all .un- 
justifiable encroachments; and in defeating 
and confounding all attempts that shall be 
made in favour of the Pretender, and to the 
destruction of our religion, liberties and pro- 
perties; and that this House will apply the 
produce of the Sinking Fund to its proper 



uses ; and repose such a trust and confidence 

in his Majesty, as the public utility shall - re-« 
quire, and his Majesty shall find reasonable 
and necessary, for carrying on the great work 
in which his Majesty is engaged, for the inte- 
rest and security of his people, and the com- 
mon cause of Europe." 

V 

This Motion was seconded by the hon. John 
Finch, member for Higham-Ferrers ; but was 
strenuously opposed by Mr. Shippen, sir Wil- 
liam Wyndhatn, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Wil- 
liam Pulteney, and sir Thomas Hanmer; who 
were answered by Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole. 

Mr. Shippen urged, That the matter of peace 
and war i? of the greatest weight that can fall 
under the consideration of that asssembly; 
jhat as his Majesty's Speech contained many 
points of the highest moment' and importance, 
so no doubt his Majesty, in his great wisdom 
and goodness towards his people, expected, on 
this occasion, not only the support, but like- 
wise the advice of that House : that, in order 
thereto, they ought maturely to deliberate 
on tjiose several heads, which -could not ba 
done before several Papers were communicated 
to them, that seemed absolutely necessary 
to state some facts relating to those weighty 
matters : that the motion, as it was drawn up, 
implied an approbation of measures taken* to 
prevent dangers; which seemed preposter- 
ous before they knew either what those mea- 
sures were, or whether those dangers were 
real: that therefore they ought, for the present, 
to content themselves with returning his Ma- 
jesty the most humble Thanks of the House 
for his most gracious Speech, with assurances 
of supporting his Majesty in all just and'neces- 
sary measures ; and appoint a day for taking 
the said Speech into consideration. 

Sir William Wpndham took notice of the 
unsteadiness of our counsels, and observed, 
That of late years our measures had been in 
a perpetual fluctuation ; that Penelope-like, 
we were continually weaving and unravelling 
the saute web ; at one time raising up the 
Emperor to depress France", and now we were 
for depressing the Emperor, which could not 
be done without aggrandizing France, which, 
in the end, may make the latter too powerful : 
so that at this rate, under pretence of holding 
the Balance of Europe, we should be engaged 
in continual wars. 

Mr. Hnngerford said, That the dangers' with 
which we were threatened, were not, in his 
opinion, so great, as they were by some people 
represented to be: That the Czarina's and the 
king of Spain's design of invading us with five 
or six men of war seemed altogether romantic, 
since such a project, may, at any time, be de- 
feated by our ordinary guard ships, rriucli more 
w hen we had such strong fleets at sea : that 
therefore the fears of the Pretender were 
groundless and chimerical, and' he could not 
tell how they could bring him over, unless 
they borrowed captain GolIiverV floating is- 
2M 
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land. As to th« Ostend Company, he owned 
it to be a national concern, and a very just 
motive to a war with the Emperor; but that 
it had been an easy matter to nip that project 
in the bud : for, if he was rightly informed, 
ten thousand pounds would have prevailed with 
the marquis de Prie to drop it, whereas now, 
when that Company has had time to get foot- 
ing both in Europe and in India, it may prove 
a difficult matter to suppress it. That as to 
Gibraltar, the demand of which was alledged 
as a proof of an offensive alliance between the 
Emperor and Spain, he had in his pocket the 
purport of the secret article relating to that 
affair, which was only, That in case the King of 
Spain could produce a positive promise from 
Great Britain to restore .Gibraltar, his Imperial 
Majesty would engage to become a mediator 
and guarantee for the performance of such 
• promise. That upon the whole matter, he 
hoped things were not yet brought to so despe- 
rate an issue, but that some means ofaccom- 
modation might be' found out, without running 
into an expensive war, and augmenting our 
forces, which he was afraid, would prove an 
aggravation of misfortunes. 

Sir Thoma* Hanmer declared, That if the 
dangers they were threatened with, were so 
real, and so imminent as some people pretend- 
ed, he would be one of the foremost in the 
roost speedy and most vigorous resolutions. 
But that hethought those dangers yet extreme 
distant, to say no more — That, indeed, some 
foreign princes may make a political use of the 
Pretender, as a state bug-bear to frighten and 
alarm us, and thereby endeavour to^make us 
subservient to their ambitious designs ; but 
that, in his opinion, bis interest was never so 
low, not bis party so inconsiderable a*hd so 
despicable, as at present, and, therefore in 
this day's debate be ought to be left intirely out 
of the question. That he Was apprehensive 
the acquisition or sume dominions abroad had 
sown the seeds, and were the true causes of 
the divisions and distractions, which now 
threaten the general tranquillity of Europe, by 
drawing us into unaccountable compliances for 
the emperor, on the one hand, and into a 
promise, at least a conditional one, for the 
restitution of Gibraltar on the other hand : 
Both which had brought us at last into the pie- 
sent difficulties. 

In answer to these objections, 

Mr". Vodiington took notice, That the eyes 
Of all Christendom were, at this critical junc- 
ture, fixed upon the British Parliament, whose 
resolutions had ever a great and just weight 
and Influence in all the affairs of Europe : And 
the season of the year being so far ad- 
vanced, they ought not to slip the first oppor- 
tunity that offered to give his Majesty the 
strongest assurances^ supporting him in all his 
engagements he had entered into with bis 
allies, and in the measures that shall be judged 
necessary, for securing the rights and interests 
of bis subjects, and the common cause of Ea- 
rope. That delays were often dangerous, and 



might be fatal in the present situation of affairs* 
which required vigorous and speedy resolutions, 
both for the encouragement of our friends, and 
the perfecting some alliances, that were al- 
ready in great forwardness ; and for the dis- 
couragement of our enemies, who had already 
blocked up Gibraltar, and threatened it with a 
siege. That the measures that had been taken, 
were but a consequence of the last year's Reso- 
lutions, which that House had come to, after a 
full examination, and mature consideration of 
the state of affairs, theu laid before both Houses 
by hjs Majesty: But that however, such an 
Address as was proposed, did not preclude a 
farther inquiry into those matters. 

Mr. Horace Walpoli in answer to the objec- 
tion of the unsteadiness of our counsels, ob- 
served, That it had often been matter of com- 
plaint : but that it was the unavoidable result 
of our situation, which puts us on that neces- 
sity, and, at the same time, gives us the . pre- 
rogative of holding the balance .of power w 
Europe : But that besides the preserving of 
that balance, which was in great danger of 
being destroyed by the conjunction of the Em- 
peror and king of Spain, and the intermar- 
riages of their issue, we bad. an intimate and 
immediate concern in maintaining our invalu- 
able rights and privileges of commerce, which 
had been notoriously invaded ; and in defend- 
ing our possessions of Gibraltar and the Island 
of Minorca, which we had acquired, in lawful 
war, at a vast expence of blood and treasure, 
and which had been yielded to us by several 
solemn treaties. 

Sir Robert Walpole said, As to the promise 
of restoring Gibraltar to the king ot Spain, 
that such a promise not having heen made 
while he had the honour to be in the adminis- 
tration, he could say nothing to it ; that if 
such a promise was ever mad^, he durst aver, 
that it*was conditional, and made void and 
invalid by the king of Spain's refusing to com- 
ply with the conditions on which it was made ; 
and that whenever the performance of that 
promise was mentioned to him, as insisted on 
by the king of Spain, he always delivered it as 
his fixed and positive opinion, that Gibraltar 
could not be given up without the consent of 
parliament. As to the Ostend Company, which 
a gentleman suggested, might have been 
nipped in* the bud ; he left it to the House to 
judge, whether it had not been highly impru- 
^ dent and impolitic in us, to quarrel with the 
emperor about it, before we had engaged 
both France and Holland in the danger and 
expence of that quarrel, who have, at least, 
an equal concern with us, in the suppressing of 
the Ostend trade. And as to the clanger of bb 
invasion in favour of the Pretender^ such early 
measures bad been taken to defeat it, that he 
hoped by this time, it was pretty well over : 
But that besides the glaring appearances of 
enmity to his. Majesty, and of favour and coun- 
tenance to the Pretender's friends, at the conns 
of Vienna and Madrid, his Majesty had such 
undoubted and concurring evidence of a formed 
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princes leads them to aspire arid grasp at ex- 
orbitant power, or to acquire and possess them- 
selves of any valuable rights and privileges be- 
longing to the subjects of your Majesty and 
your allies, all guarantees, and the most solemn 
engagements of faith and gratitude to .your 
Majesty, purchased by the blood and treasure 
of -this natiou, are cancelled and 'forgot; and 
it is vainly imagined that your Majesty must 
either tamely submit to, and patiently acquiesce 
under, the greatest indignities and injuries to 
your crowu and ■ people, or be insulted with 
menaces and projects in favour of a popish 
Pretender. 

" But your Majesty's loyal, faithful, and 
affectionate subjects, the Commons of Great 
Britain, sensible of the inestimable blessings 
they enjoy under your Majesty's mqst gracious 
and happy government, have too great a regard 
to the honour and dignity of your crown, and 
too much abhorrence and detestation of an 
abjured Pretender, to suffer these vain terrors 
to have any ill effect upon their minds or deli- 
berations. . 

" It is with indignation that we see this in- 
jurious treatment and these provoking insults; 
and it Is with an unshaken fidelity and resolu- 
tion, that we are determined, with qur live* 
and fortunes, to stand by and support your 
Majesty against all your enemies. 

<s We must, at jhe same time, with all gra- 
titude, acknowledge your Majesty's wisdom 
and vigilance, in strengthening yourself with 
the, alliance of powers united in interest, and 
best able to withstand the impending danger, 
and to support the common cause of Europe. - 
u We see, with the greatest satisfaction, the 
naval power of Great-Britain appearing in 
distant regions, in its proper lustre, so usefully 
and wisely employed -to carry safety -rfnd pro- 
tection to your own subjects and to your allies, 
and to curb and restrain the boasted projects 
of the disturbers of the peace of Europe* 

And as we cannot but look upon the mea- 
sures and resolutions concerted and taken in 
opposition to, and in defiance of the most 
solemn Treaties, as tending to an immediate 
rupture, we humbly beseech your Majesty,' that 
you will be pleased forthwith to give the ne- 
cessary ovders for putting this kingdom, into a 
posture of defence ; and we assure your Ma- 
jesty, that we will not only cheerfully and ef- 
fectually raise the Supplies necessary for the 
present exigency of affairs, but will support 
your Majesty in making good your engage- 
ments with your allies, in preserving the balance 
of power in Europe, in defending the present 
possessions of the crown of Great- Britain, in 
supporting the trade of this nation against att 
unjustifiable and pernicious incroach'ments, 
and in defeating and confounding all attempts 
that shall be made in favour of the Pretender; • 
and for the destruction of our religion, liber- 
ties, and properties. 

" And that all, who wish well to the peaco 
and quiet of your Majesty's government, may 
have the satisfaction to see, that our present 



design to invade his dominions, that, it had 
been the most unpardonable want of duty, and 
a Criminal supineness in his ministers, not to 
take all possible precautions against it. And 
as to any measures that had been taken many 
year's ago, and to which another member as- 
cribed the convulsions which now threaten die 
tranquillity of Europe, he was not at all con- 
cerned in those measures ; and so could say 
nothing to them ; neither were, indeed, such 
remote and groundless causes a proper subject 
for their present consideration. 

At last, the question being put upon Mr. 
Onslow's motion, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 251 voices against 81 : and a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Addres ac- 
cordingly, which was the next day reported and 
agreed to. 

The Commons' Address of Thanks.] January 
19. The Commons presented the same to his 
Majesty as follows : 

" Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
•subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, return your Majesty 
our humblest thanks for your most gracious 
speech from the throne. 

" The communication, which your Majesty 
has been pleased to make, of the proceedings 
and transactions in Europe for some time past, 
and of the engagements entered into between 
the emperor and the king of Spain, is an instance 
ef your Majesty's singular goodness, in being 
as desirous to give your people fell reasonable 
satisfaction, as you have ever been solicitous 
for their good and welfare. 

" We are very sensible of the fatal tendency 
of the sudden and unaccountable conjunction 
between those two crowns ; and as this nation 
lias always looked with jealous eyes upon the 
very beginning of every attempt made by their 
neighbours to establish a commerce, at the 
hazard and to the prejudice of our undoubted 
rights and privileges ; we cannot but be great* 
ly alarmed to see these incroachmentB upon 
our trade, and notorious infractions of treaties, 
accompanied with a scheme of greatness that 
lavs the foundation of a most exorbitant power, 
which, if not timely opposed, and withstood 
with vigour and resolution, may become for- 
midable to all Europe, and enable the aggres- 
sors, wijhout controul, to maintain their un- 
warrantable attempts. 

" Nor can we at all doubt of the spirit and 
design of this new friendship and alliance, when 
we see it cemented by mutual obligations for 
supporting one of the contracting powers in 
the unjustifiable and usurped exercise of the 
Ostend trade, at the same time that a peremp- 
tory demand is made and insisted upon by the 
other, for the restitution of Gibraltar, a place 
of such importance to the trade of this King- 
dom. ■ • 

" But the consideration that creates the 
highest resentment in your faithful Commons 
if, lojoe that whenever the ambition of foreign 
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necessities shall make no interruption in tbe 
progress of that desirable work of gradually dis- 
charging tiie, national debt, we will consider of 
the most proper methods for immediately ap- 
plying the produce of the sinking fund to the 
uses for which it was so wisely contrived, and 
to which it stands now appropriated ; and will 
repose such a trust and confidence in your Ma- 
jesty as the public utility shall require, and as 
your Majesty shall find reasonable and neces- 
sary for carrying on the great work in which 
your Majesty is engaged, for the interest and 
security of your people, and the common cause 
of Europe/' 

The King's Answer.] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer 3 
" Gentlemen ; 

* I return you my thanks for this very dutiful 
and loyal Address: The just sense you have 
expressed of the present posture of affairs in 
Europe, and the hearty assurances you have 
given me of your support in defending my pos- 
sessions and the rights and privileges ofmy 
people as (bey are evidences of your known 
seal and affection to my person and govern- 
ment, I am persuaded they will confirm the 
spirit and vigour of my allies, and convince 
toy enemies how vain and ill grounded all their 
, expectations are, of being able to succeed in 
any attempts to disturb the peace of Europe, 
and in offering injuries and insults to this na- 
tion." 

Debate in the Lords on khe King's Speech.] 
January 24. The House of Lords in a Grand 
Committee took into consideration his Ma- 
jesty's Speech, which being read by the clerk, 
The earl of Strafford took notice, That it con- 
tained matters of tbe highest importance to 
the whole nation, and which therefore ought 
to be maturely weighed, • the rather because 
his Majesty undoubtedly expected the advice ( 
of both Houses ; and in particular of that as- 
sembly which is the standing council of the 
crown. That besides his Majesty's Speech, 
several Papers relating jto the present critical 
juncture had been laid before them, which 
seemed to require more time than they had 
been allowed to examine into tbem : but since 
they were called upon it, on so shorta*waroing r 
bis lordship moved, " That the House might 
resolve itself into a Grand Committee, to take 
those important matters into their considera- 
tion." This motion being unanimously agreed 
.to, the House went into a Grand Committee; 
and the. clerk read the titles of the several 
Papers laid before the House, consisting chiefly 
of Letters and Memorials, that had passed be- 
tween the ministers of Great Britain, France 
smd Spain, and the Act of Accession of the 
States General to the Hanover Treaty. After 
the reading thereof, 

Loqd Bpthurst opened the debate, and took 
notice, with what circumspection -the States 
.Genera] had acted in this whole affair. That 
they had not fally and entirely acceded to the 
Treaty of Hanover, since they had formally and 



expressly excused themselves from the gen^wal 
guaranty of the treaties of Westphalia) nod 
Oliva, in which they said, they were nt-ver 
engaged; and as to the business of Thorn, 
they had only promised to employ their frieadly 
offices for obtaining a reasonable satisfaction 3 
So* that they acceded only upon account of the 
5th and 6th Articles of the treaty of Monster, 
for preserving and maintaining their rights with 
respect to commerce ; whereas by the treaty of 
Hanover, Great Britain and France stood en- 
gaged to guaranty to the Dutch, not only tbe 
said 5lh and 6th Articles of the peace of West- 
phalia, but likewise the Barrier treaty.; and the 
treaty of Oliva, in favour of the proeestsmts of 
Germany. And thus,' what they had done did 
not deserve tbe name of Accession, tbe rather 
because they bad made it an express condition, 
That their act of accession should be approved 
and ratified 'by the king of> Great Britain, the 
most Christian king, and the king of Prussia i 
But though this last potentate was one of. the 
principal contractors in the treaty of Hanover, 
yet no mention being now made of him, his 
lordship could not tell what to make of it* 
That it seems his minister had refused stgnifig 
the said Act of Accession, probably upon ac- 
count of the Dutch excusing themselves from 
the general guaranty :■ But let his reasons, for 
receding from his engagements* be what they 
would, his example'might be of a very danger* 
ous consequence, for by a letter from the duke 
de Bournonville, tbe Spanish minister at 
Vienua, it appeared, that they were not with- 
out hopes at the imperial court, that France 
might thereby think herself disengaged from the 
Hanover alliance : In which event Greet Bri* 
tain alone mast bear the burden of an expen- 
sive war with two of the greatest potentates in 
Europe. . That the Dutch receiving far greater 
advantages, than Great Britain, from the East 
India trade, and consequently being more con* 
cerned than we in the suppression ol theOsteod 
Company, ought, at least to bear ae equal 
share with us in the expencesof this war, and 
guaranty to us the possession of Gibraltar, in 
the same manner as Great Britain guaranties 
to them their barrier. That bis lordship did 
not see any just reason for a rapture with Spain. 
That, indeed the the duke de Ripperda might 
have dropt some indiscreet expressions ; hut 
that he was known to be a hot headed man; 
and princes have a right to disavow the indis- 
cretions of their ministers, which tbe king of 
Spain had done, in a most solemn manner, with 
relation to Ripperda. That it was well known, 
that violent ministers do many unaccountable 
things : And if their idle expressions were a 
just foundation for war, nations would ever be 
: at daggers drawing. That, for tome time poet, 
the emperor bad been treated here very cava- 
lierly by some persons ; aod • that, in the me- 
morial the marquis de Poexo Bueno left behind 
him, at his departure, it was suggested, That 
the violent state to which affaire are now re- 
duced, is owing to the ministers of England. 
That, m the same memorial, mention to made 
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of a positive promise by the king of Great Bri- 
tain* for the restitution of Gibraltar t which 
could not be supposed to have been said with- 
out some foundation ; and therefore it would 
be highly necessary to inquire, whether such u 
promise was ever made ; and whether any thing 
like it was mentioned in the treaty concluded 
at Madrid? That all possible methods of' an 
amicable accommodation ought to be tried be* 
fore they engaged in a war, which, in our pre- 
sent circumstances, might be attended with 
very dangerous consequences. That the na- 
tion is loaded with a debt of above fifty mil- 
lions : That though they are told of a Sinking 
Fund applied to the gradual discharge of that 
burden, vet it was more to be wished than ex- 
pected, that the operation of that wise contri- 
vance should suffer no interruption, by the exi- 
gencies inseparable from a war. That one of 
our best mathematicians has foretold, That if 
ever England raises above five millions in a 
year, it will infallibly be exhausted in a few 
years r That if, at this juncture, we should enter 
upon a war, aad not meddle with the Sinking- 
Fond, according to the scheme of those in the 
administration, they must be obliged to raise, 
at least, se?en millions a year upon the people 
of England ; the consequence of which was ob- 
vious to any one who admitted the principle of 
that great mathematician. That in some of the 
papers laid before the House,, mention was 
made of great sums of money distributed to 
bring some measures to bear : that for his own 
part, he had touched neither Spanish nor Eng- 
lish gold; he was neither a Spaniard nor a 

Frenchman; but a true Englishman; and as 

lout; as he had the honour to bit in that House, 

be would speak and act for the good of his 

country. That therefore he would sum up all 

he had said, with earnestly desiring their lord- 
ships seriously to cousider the matter before 

them, which was of the last consequence and 

importance to the whole nation : What (said 

he) can we get by a war, if it be a successful 

one? I will say it in one word, Nothing. What 

can we lose if it be on prosperous ? I will say it 

in one word, in a syllable, All. 

The Duke ofArgyle stood np next, and took 

notice of an insinuation in lord Bat hurst's 

.speech, grounded on a suggestion from the 

duke de BouroonvUie, as if the court of France 

might think themselves disengaged from the 

Hanover alliance, on account of one of the 

contracting parties in that Treaty, withdrawing 

himself from it: But that he might assure the 

House, that the king of France stood firm to 

his engagements, and, in the course of this 

whole affair, had acted in perfect concert with 

his Britannic Majesty j To evince which, his 

grace desired, That the clerk might read the 



secretary of state to the most Christian king, 
so 'Mr. Walpole, the British ambassador in 
France, and to signior Massei, the pope's 
aoncio atMadrid, which were read accordingly, 
and gave great satisfaction to the House. 
Tie Lord Topnshend stood up next, and to 
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to lord Bathurst alledged, That the 
Treaty of Hanover being purely defensive, had 
made no alteration in the treaties subsisting 
before, either between the contracting powers, 
or other princes and states: that the true aim 
and intention of this alliance was a reciprocal 
guarantee for the protecting and maintaining 
the dominions and countries, both in and out 
of Europe, whereof each of the allies was 
actually possessed, at the time of the signing 
of this alliance : so that by acceding thereto, 
the crowns of Great Britain and France became 
guarantees of the 5th and 6th articles of the 
treaties of Monster, by which the Dutch are 
intitled to exclusive rights and privileges of 
trade in the East-Indies : but that this gua- 
rantee, was reciprocal between Great Britain 
and the States General, since by the treaty of 
1667, Spain had granted to England the same 
rights and privileges which the Dutch enjoyed 
by the said $th and 6th articles of the treaty of 
Westphalia : that therefore the suppressing of 
the Ostend Company, which manifestly in- 
vaded those exclusive rights and privileges was 
become a common cause between us and the 
Dutch; that our concern N therein is almost 
equal to theirs; since our Bast* India trade 
brings about 300,000/. a year into the costqm/L 
which being part of the general mortgage, if So- 
considerable a branch of trade should "be lost, 
that yearly sum would be taker! from the sink- 
ing fund. That by former treaties Great Bri- 
tain was guarantee to the Dutch for their 
barrier in the Netherlands, as reciprocally, by 
the same treaties they were guarantees to 
Great Britain for the Protestant succession ; 
So that, in those respects, we stood no more 
engaged td them, than they to us. That, in- 
deed, by their act of accession to the HanOver 
alliance, the States General exempt themselves 
from the general 'guarantee of the treaties of 
Westphalia and Oliva, to which they never 
stood engaged ; but neverthe less, by the same 
act they engage themselves to employ jointly 
with Great Britain and France their friendly 
offices for obtaining a reaso al'le satisfaction 
and reparation, as to the infractions which 
might have been made in the treaty of Oliva; 
which is as much as the contracting' powers 
have engaged themselves to, by the' first secret 
article of the treaty of Hanover : and is, in- 
deed, as little as the Protestant potentates 
could do in commiseration of the u'rtat severi- 
ties lately exercised against the Protestants of 
Thorn. That as to the indecent expressions 
of the duke de Rippeula, they were not al- 
ledged as a just foundation for a rupture with 
Spain ; but only as corroborating indications 
of an offensive alliance between that prince 
and the emperor, of which there were such 



letters on the table, from count de Morville, 1 convincing proofs, as left no -room to doubt it. 



That as to the secret article of that alliance in 
favour of the Pretender, his Majesty had rer 
received from several parts such positive in- 
formations, that if the safety of the state per- 
mitted to lay those advices before the House, 
they would no more Question the certainty of 
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such an article, than if they had been present 
at the signing of it. But his lordship hoped 
that illustrious assembly would not think any 
©f his Majesty's servants, who had the honour 
to sit amongst them, so audacious as to tell 
them downright untruths, or to presume to im- 
pose upon their lordships by alledging facts of 
to great importance, without sufficient vouchers. 
That as to the other articles of the secret ok 
Tensife alliance, relating to the supporting of 
the Ostend company, and the restitution of 
Gibraltar, the king of Spain and his ministers 
were so far from denying them, that on the 
contrary, they did not scruple publicly to avow 
them. That hereupon bis Majesty could not, 
in prudence, but take early and proper mea- 
sures to oppose an alliance so directly levelled 
against his crown and dignity, and invasive of 
the most valuable rights and privileges ac- 
quired to his subjects by the most solemn trea- 
ties. That, at the same time, notwithstand- 
ing these high provocations, his Majesty shewed 
his inclination and disposition to an amicable 
accommodation ; and withthis view, it was in- 
timated to the courts of Vienna and ^Madrid, 
that if the emperor would remove the Ostend 
Company to Trieste, or any other place in his 
dominions, which did not heretofore belong to 
the Spanish monarchy, < Great Britain would 
quietly acquiesce: But instead of accepting 
ibis proposal, those two courts not only seemed 
resolved to support the Ostend trade, but 
Spain, in the memorial lately presented by the 
marquis de Pozzo Bueno, insisted on the speedy 
restitution of Gibraltar, by virtue of a pre- 
tended positive promise, which exists no where; 
which put his Majesty, and the whole nation, 
under the necessity of a vigorous self-defence. 

Lord Binglry urged, That in, our present 
Situation, we should use all possible methods to 
avoid entering into a war, which might prove 
of long continuance, and of which we should 
be obliged to bear the main burden without 
any prospect of real advantage in the conclu- 
sion. That we were involved in an immense 
debt which could nut be increased (as it would 
infallibly, in the progress of the war) without 
endangering the nation's sinking under the 
load. That the distractions which now threat* 
ened the peace of Europe, were mainly owing 
to our fluctuating councils. That after a long 
and expensive, but most glorious war, we had, 
' at last, compassed the main end of the grand 
alliance, which was to give the house of 
Austria a reasonable satisfaction, and to settle 
the balance of power in Europe, both which 
were effectually done by the peace of Utrecht. 
But that upon his Majesty's accession, some 
persons made it their business to exclaim 
against all that had been done in the former 
glorious reign. That they had made the power 
and riches of Great Britain subservient to the 
boundless ambition of the house of Austria ; 
having, in concert with France, formed the 
scheme of the quadruple alliance, and put the 
emperor in possession of Sicily, which bore 
down the scale on bis side, and entirely over- 



turned the balance of power. That we were 
never told what recom pence Great Britain was 
to have for our excessive complaisance to the 
emperor, (as was owned in a late treatise wrote 
to justify the present measures,) in which it is 
alledged, " That we were hastening apace to 
make the emperor a power too great and too 
formidable; and that we should find in him, 
at last, the enemy we then dreaded only in 
another." Neither was it yet known what 
equivalent Great Britain was to have for Gib- 
raltar, the restitution of which the most 
Christian king undertook to procure to the 
king of Spain, and which undoubtedly the re- 
gent of France- would not have mentioned in 
the manifesto against Spain, unless he had ob- 
tained a previous promise for. it. • That what- 
ever grounds there were for these counsels, the 
reason now given for running counter to them, 
is still the same ; to wit, That it is the preroga- 
tive, as well as the interest of Great Britain, 
to hold the balance of power in Europe. That 
he did not absolutely deny this maxim : but 
as it might serve to justify any rupture, it ought 
to he confined within proper bounds ; far if 
this prerogative were wantonly exerted, it 
might engage us in perpetual . wars ; and, at ' 
last, prove fatal to our trade, the main spring 
of our wealth and power. That the republic 
of Venice was a pregnant instance of this truth, 
and a standing warning to all trading nations: 
for by their refined politics, and meddling too 
far in the differences of the great potentates of 
Europe, under pretence Of holding the balance, 
they first lost their commerce, and soon after 
their greatness and consideration. That by our 
late quarrels with Spain, 'that branch of our 
trade which heretofore was very considerable, is 
almost entirely lost ; and if upon account of the 
unprofitable, not to say ruinous trade to the 
East- Indies, we should now engage in a war 
against the emperor, it will endanger the loss 
of the great and profitable commerce we drive 
in Germany : Concluding, That we ought to 
try all possible means to bring matters in dis- 
pute to an amicable accommodation io which 
the emperor seemed not disinclined. 

The Earl of Peterborough said, That let our 
circumstances be what they would, we ought to 
exert ourselves for the honour and dignity of 
the crown, and defend the just rights and privi* 
leges of the nation * 

Lord Carteret answered lord Bingley, urging, 
That it was no wonder that noble lord so highly 
applauded the peace of Utrecht, and ascribed 
our misfortunes to the measures ' pursued in 
this reign ; for this way of reasoning became 
well enough those who had gone so great 
lengths with the late Queen's last ministers. 
Nor. was it, for the same reason, at all surpris- 
ing, his lordship should give so melancholy a 
prospect of our ajfairs: that the courts of 
Vienna and Madrid undoubtedly entertained 
the same notions of Great Britain, else they 
would not dare to insult us ; to offer indignities 
to bis Majesty, and to treat our ministers with 
contempt, making them wait in an anti-chanr* 
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ber for a cedula : that we ought not 'invidi- 
ously to inquire into the causes of our misfor- 
tunes ; but consider of proper means to do 
ourselves justice, and to make suitable returns 
to his Majesty Y paternal care in laying before 
his Parliament the present state of affairs in 
Europe, and the measures taken to prevent 
the dangers that threatened us : that we want 
neither wealth nor strength, and, he hoped, we 
should not want spirit to assert our rights, and 
to maintain his Majesty and his royal progeny 
on the throne : That the example of the repub- 
lic of Venice far from deterring us, ought rather 
to- excite us to make our last efforts to support 
the commerce of these kingdoms, against the 
encroachments made upon it contrary to the 
most solemn treaties ; for the decay of that 
powerful state was not owing to their meddling 
with the differences among the potentates of 
Europe, but rather to the loss of the great 
trade they carried on in the East-Indies, through 
the Red Sea ; by reason of the settlements 
which the Portuguese, and after them the Dutch 
and other nations, made there : That our 
ahare in the East-India trade is neither so in- 
considerable, nor so unprofitable, as some 
were pleased to represent it : that, indeed, as 
that commerce drains Europe of a great deal of 
silver, and returns only trifling commodities, 
that serve to feed luxury, and which conse- 
quently we might be without, it were, perhaps, 
to be wished that it might be entirely laid 
aside : but that this must be done by the ge- 
neral consent of all the states concerned in it ; 
otherwise they who gave it up would be obliged 
to buy at a dear rate . of them who should 
carry it on, those commodities which custom 
have rendered in a manner necessary : that as 
to the trade to Spain, we have, for many years 
past, lost a great part of it : but that, on the 
other hand, we have very much enlarged our 
dealings with Portugal, which are far more ad- 
vantageous to us. And as for our trade to 
Germany, though the emperor may cramp and 
restrain it, in his hereditary dominions, as he 
has already done by prohibiting several of our 
commodities, tliat loss is inconsiderable, since 
he cannot deprive us of our commerce to the 
other parts of the empire/and the North, by 
the way of Hamburgh, Dantzick and other 
Hanse towns. That though in many things he 
differed frQm the noble lords, who spoke on the 
other side, yet he agreed with- them, that peace 
is more eligible than war, especially for a trad- 
ing nation ; and therefore that all possible me- 
thods of accommodation ought to be tried. That 
it was yet uncertain, whether we ought to look 
upon the emperor and the king of Spain as 
friends or enemies : that the best friends may 
sometimes fall out ; but as no prince has a 
right to encroach upon others, the most effec 
tual way to restore amity, was to come to vi- 
gorous resolutions ; and to put ourselves in a 
posture of doing ourselves justice. 

Lord Leehinere endeavoured to shew, That 
vre stand -upon very unequal, very unreasonable 
and very unjust terms with the Dutch, in this 
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new alliance: that their act of accession 
was in reality no accession at all ; since 
they exempt themselves from the general 
guaranty of the treaties of Munster and Oliva, 
and of any possessions in dispute, where* 
as we stand engaged tq guaranty all their pre- 
tensions to trade, and their barrier in the Ner 
therlandi : adding, that the guaranty of the 
treaty of Oliva mentioned in the hrst separata 
article of the treaty of Hanover, was not con- 
fined to good offices, but extended to see that 
treaty supported, maintained and observed to 
all intents and purposes: that the king of 
Prussia, one of the original contracting powers 
in the treaty of Hanover, having refused to sign 
the said act of accession, seemed thereby to 
have renounced or withdrawn himself from that 
alliance, since by the seventh article of it, the 
States General were particularly invited to ac- 
cede to it : that they wanted several informa- 
tions relating to the negotiations and mea- 
sures mentioned in his Majesty's speech; 
which were the subject-matter of their present 
consideration, and ought, to be well examined 
into, before they approved those measures. 

Resolution approving of the Measure* taken 
with respect to SpainA His lordship being an- 
swered by the duke of Argyle, the lord Towns- 
hend moved, " That it fully appears to this 
Committee, upon consideration of his Majesty'* 
Speech, and the Letters and 'Memorials laid - 
before the House by his Majesty's order, That 
the measures his Majesty has thought fit to take 
were honourable, just, and necessary for pre- 
venting the execution of the dangerous engage- 
ments entered into in favour of the Pretender, 
for preserving the dominions belonging to the 
crown of Great Britain by solemn treaties, and 
particularly those of Gibraltar and the island of 
Minorca, and for maintaining to his people their 
most valuable rights and privileges of Commerce 
and the peace and tranquillity of Europe." 
Then the question being put upon the said mo- 
tion, it was agreed to by a great majority. 

Protest against the said Resolution.'] The 
House being resumed, the lord De la War re- 
ported the said Resolution; and the^arae being 
twice read, the question was put, whether to 
agree with the Committee in this resolution ? It 
was resolved in the affirmative. Content 96y 
not content 25. 
"Dissentient" 

1. u The Resolution of the Committee being 
not only a justification of the measures thereia 
mentioned, but tending to approve the coun- 
sels which have been given to the crown relating 
thereto, we can by no means agree, that it 
fully appears they were honourable, just, and 
necessary, before they have been maturely 
and distinctly considered'; the only question as 
yet debated in the Committee (except the re-" 
solution) being upon an address of advice to, 
his Majesty for obtaining a further security 
from and confidence with his allies, in case of 
a rupture ; which Address appeared to us more 
reasonable and necessary, in the present con- 
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Juncture, than any vote of approbation; we 
therefore cannot concur in appraving measures 
and counsels not yet examined into, the fur* 
tber consideration whereof may be also pre- 
cluded by this resolution. 

2. " The Papers hitherto laid before the 
House in order to the consideration of bis Mar 
jesty's Speech, are such only as concerned the 
accession of the States- General to the treaty 
of Hanover, and the letters and memorials 
since the arrival of tbe British fleet on the 
coast of Spain in America.; but none of the 
negotiations or measures (which we suppose to 
have been many) that, have been earned on 
between the Courts of Great Britain and 
Vienna, and tbe Northern powers, which his 
Majesty's speech and the Resolution also may 
have relation to, have as yet been communi- 
cated to this House : But all those measures, 
and many others unknown (as we believe to 
this House) are in our opinions, intended to be 
approved and justified by this Resolution ; to 
which therefore we cannot concur, no more 
than if it had declared the measures/ honour- 
able, just, and necessary, which shall hereafter 
be taken for the purposes therein mentioned. 

3. " Although we rely, in the most dutiful 
manner, on the declaration made from the 
throne, concerning a secret dangerous engage- 
ment for placing the Pretender on the throne 1 
-of these kingdoms ; yet finding hy the papers 
laid before the House, that any such engage- 
ment or measure, for putting the same in exe- 
cution, is absolutely denied on the part of the 
crown of Spain (one of the supposed parties 
to the said engagement) we cannot agree to the 
resolution, because time may evince, that the 
Informations his Majesty has, received concern- 
ing that engagement were not justly grounded ; 
and the measures taken to prevent the execu- 
tion^ of thera (whateyer they were) not having 
been as yet particularly considered, we can- 
not declare them honourable, just and ne- 
cessary. 

4. " We find it charged in one of the papers 
laid ' before the House, that very considerable 
sums of money have been sent and employed 
in France, Holland, Prussia, Sweden, and other 
places, to promote and accomplish the designs 
of the British court; which insinuation, as 
vile as we think it is, the Committee have not 
yet taken the same into their consideration, 
though a thorough examination into the grounds 
of that insinuation is, in our opinions, abso- 
lutely necessary for the honour of his Majesty'* 
government, and the satisfaction of this House; 
we cannot therefore agree to the Resolution, 
which, as we conceive, may be construed to 
stop all future inquiries into this matter. 

5. " Whatever measures may have been 
taken to preserve Gibraltar and {he Isle, of 
Minorca, yet we cannot agree to declare them 
honourable, just, and necessary, before they 
bave been fully considered by the Committee ; 
and the rather, because we find it .asserted, on 
the part of Spain, in one or more of the me- 
jnogalt before the House, that a positive pro* 



miss has been made, on the behalf o£Qreat 

Britain, for tlie restitution of Gibraltar ta&aio ; 
on the performance of which promise Spsjjn, as 
it appears to us, still insists: Wt cannot there- 
fore agree to the resolution, before tbe truth 
and all the circumstances of that pretended 
promise are thoroughly examined into ; which 
promise, if it should appear to bave been 
made, as is asserted, we are of opinion, that 
ic was highly criminal in those who advised it. 

6. " The measures taken for maintaining 
the British commerce and the tranquillity of 
Europe have not, as we think, been, under tbe 
distinct consideration of the Committee, since 
the Memorials and Letters were laid before the 
House; And the oppositions made, if any, oa 
behalf of Great Britain at the court of Vienna, 
to the Ostend Company, are unknown to us, as 
well as the circumstances relating to tbe late 
Baltick expedition ; and yet all these matters 
were the proper consideration of tbe Com* 
mittee ; for which, and the - other reasons 
abovementioned, we beiog apprehensive, that 
the resolution proposed may not give solid 
ground of satisfaction to the people of Great 
Britain, or to any foreign powers in alliance 
with us, q> conduce to the houour of bis Ma- 
jesty's government, or the support of the dig- 
nity of this House, cannot agree thereto. 

( Signed) Scarsdale, Bruce, Strafford, St. Job* 
de Bletsoe, Weston, Oxford and Mor- 
timer, Bristol, Montjoy, Lecltmere, 
Gower, Compton, Coventry, Aberdeen, 
Boyle, Bathurst, Foley. 

Lord Lechmere moves for an Address to the 
King, to make farther Instances with the King 
of Prussia and the States General for their 
more entire concurrence with his Majesty.] 
After this a motion was made by lord Lechmere, 
and seconded by lord Foley, 

" That an humble Address be made to his 
Majesty, representing tbe deep concern of this 
House, on the prospect of the imminent dan- 
gers which threaten these kingdoms, and all 
Europe, at this juncture, from the formidable 
confederacies which his Majesty assured his 
parliament were entered into between the 
courts of Spain, Vienna, Russia, and other 
great powers, whereby the general tranquillity 
may soon be broke, and Europe engaged in a 
new war. And it appearing to this House, 
from the Act of Accession of the States Ge- 
neral, and the separate Articles thereto be- 
longing, that their accession is made upon se- 
veral conditions and reserves on their part, 
and particularly, that in the separate Article 
concerning the Commerce from tbe Austrian 
Low Countries to the Indies, it is provided, 
' That, if, on account of their use of their 
' rights of commerce, or in hatred of that al- 
' liance, any disturbance should happen* and 
' his imperial Majesty should suspend or cetain 
' the payment of tbe subsidies due to the re~ 

* public, for the maintenance of their troops in 
' the places of tbe barrier, or tbe payment of 

* the interest and principal placed bj mortgage 
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* eta {ftrer* ftihcf* assigned by his Imperial Ma- 
4 jesty for the security of that payment, or 

* make use of any other kind of reprisals or 

* ways of force, that it is the intention of the 

* other contracting powers to protect and 
4 maintain the States General in their rights of 
4 commerce to the Indies, and guaranty them 
4 from all the consequences which might result 
* 'there from, without having power to proceed 
4 by force against the company of Ostend, be- 
4 fore the contracting powers shall have agreed 
4 thereon. And, by another separate Article, 
4 it being stipulated and reserved to the States 
4 General, that they shall continue to have the 
4 same liberty, with respect to every thing that 
4 shall be proposed to them by the contracting 
4 powers, upon such points, whose object shall 
4 be the maintaining the balance of power^ in 

* Europe, as they had before their accession, 
4 without being bound by their accession to 
4 take part in the measures which they should 
4 not consent to.' 

" And it appearing to this House, That his 
Prussian Majesy did not concur in in the said 
accession of the States General, in consequence 
of all which the strength and security which the 
Treaty tf Hanover might otherwise import, in 
the present unhappy conjuncture, is much 
weakened, and, in case of* a general rupture, 
the danger as welt as the bnrthen of the war 
must fall upon Great Britain, and the preserva- 
tion of the balance of power in Europe depends 
on the continuance of the friendship and as- 
sistance of France alone, unless more effectual 
measures are taken for that great end. 

" Therefore that this House, out of duty to 
bis sacred Majesty, and from their unfeigned 
seal for the safety of his government and the 
liberties of Europe, dotli most earnestly be- 
seech his Majesty, to make new and pressing 
instances with his Prussian Majesty, and the 
States General, to concur witn his Majesty, 
and his other allies, in such manner as the pre- 
sent critical and dangerous juncture requires, 
and as, in the event of a war, in case a war is un- 
avoidable, his Majesty may, by the blessing of 
God, secure a just balance of power in Europe, 
as well as the religion, liberties, properties and 
commerce of his subjects/' 

Protest against rejecting it. ] But • this being 
.objected to, and the question put, whether such 
an Address be made to bis Majesty ? It was re- 
solved in the negative. 

u Dissentient* 

49 The Address proposed representing, as we 
think, the present state of the late defensive 
alliance made at Hanover, which, for ought ap- 
pears to us, is the main support on which Great 
Britain can depend, beside its own strength, in 
a case of a general rupture in Europe; we 
thought it highly necessary, that it should have 
passed into a resolution, whereby his Majesty's 
lands might have been strengthened in his fu- 
ture concerts with his allies, and such further 
measures effected, as artf necessary to preserve 
fcs alliances during the war. against the dan- 

Vol. VIUT 



gerous eomfcinalrofts levelled against Great Bri* 
taio, and by which "such, a repartition of con* 
quests, in ease of success, might be previously 
settled, as, in the event, would ptevent the los* 
of a just balance of power in Europe ; and we 
are the more convinced of the necessity of thA 
advice proposed in the Address, because we 
find in one of the letters laid before the House, 
That a proposition has been made by the court 
of Spain to the king of France, though not 
agreed to, to declare himself against Great Bri- 
tain, on a pretence (which we hope is ground* 
less) That the Defensive Alliance between Great . 
Britain and France doth no longer subsist. — 
{Signed,) Scartdale, St. John de Bletsoe, Gower, 
Bristol, Coventry, Straflbrd, Batburst, 
Montjoy, Boyle, Compton, Bruce, Aber*. 
"deen, Weston, Oxford and Mortimer, 
' Lechmere,Masham, Foley." ' 

Motion /or a fdtther Consideration of the 
King's Speech.] 'then it was moved to resolve, 
That this Home will on this day senfatght 
take into farther consideration his Majesty's most 
gracious Speech. And after debate, the question 
being put on the said motion ? It was resorted 
in the negative. 

Protest on its passing in, the Negative.] 
" Dissentient' 1- Because the Committee hav- 
ing sat one day only on the consideration of 
his Majesty's Speech, could possibly deliberate 
but upon few of the many weighty points which 
arise thereon; on all which the advice and 
support of this House, in our opinions, is. abso- 
lutely necessary ; and since even the facts re- 
lating to many of these weighty matters have, 
not, as we conceive, been yet laid before the 
House, we think the farther consideration of 
the speech should not have been refused; there 
not being, as we believe, any precedent for such 
a refusal, under the like circumstances on the 
Journals of this House. 

2. " His Majesty's Speech containing the 
causes of calling his parliament, and the ad- 
vice of this House to the crown being required 
thereon, the refusal of the day proposed, seems 
to us tending to disable the House from dis- 
charging their duty to the crown, as well as to 
the kingdom, in this critical and dangerous 
juncture ; and as the further consideration pro- 
posed, is thereby at present refused, the pre- 
cedent, as we fear, lays a foundation for de- 
priving this House, in future times, of any op- 
portunity at all for such considerations, by 
which means this House must, in our opinions, 
be rendered.useless in those great affairs whereon 
the safety and support of the liberties of the 

kingdom may depend. (Signed,) Bruce, 

Aberdeen, Strafford, Bristol, Scarsdale, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Lechmere, Wes- 
ton, Masham,Covemry, Bathurst, Mont- 
joy, Boyle, Foley, St. John de Bletsoe, 
Gower, Compton." 

A Supply voted.] January 80. In a Com- 
mittee of the whole House his Majesty's Speech 
was taken into cofcrideranon by the Commons/ 

2N 
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And a motion that a supply be granted to bis 
Majesty, was unanimously agreed to. 

Jan. 21. Mr. Farrer, from the said Com- 
mittee, reported the Resolution for a Supply, 
which was agreed to nem. con. and it was re- 
solvec 1 , to ajfatress his Majesty for the usual Es-* 
timates for the year 1727. 

Jan. 23. The Commons resolved to address 
his Majesty for the " Accession of the States 
1 General to the Treaty of Hanover, together 
with the separate Articles, if there were any 
as also for the Copies of such Memorials, and 
Letters with the Answers thereto, as passed 
between his Majesty's ministers, and the courts 
of Vienna and Spain, since the communica- 
tion of the Treaty of Peace between the em- 
peror and the king of Spain, to his Majesty by 
the emperor's minister :" But a motion being 
made by sir William Wyudham, and the ques- 
tion put, to address his Majesty, for a copy of 
the Memorial presented to the king of Sweden, 
by Mr. Poyntz,. his Majesty's envoy extraor- 
dinary, relating to the accession of the crown of 
Sweden to the treaty of Hanover, dated at 
Stockholm the 4th of June, 1726 : as also ano- 
ther motion being,made by Mr. Pulteney, and 
the question put to address his Majesty, for 
the Secret Offensive Alliance between the em- 
peror and the king of Spain, both these ques- 
tions were carried in the negative, without 
dividing. 

Debate on the Number of the Land Forces.'] 
Jan. 25. The Commons, in a grand committee, 
cosnidered farther of the Supply, particularly 
with relation to the Land forces ; and Mr. Henry 
, Pelham, having shewn the necessity of an aug- 
mentation of about 8,000 men, dragbons and 
foot, the same was warmly opposed by Mr. 
Shippen, Dn Friend, sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. Hungerford and others: who were answer- 
ed by Mr. Henry Pelham, col. Bladen, sir Wil- 
liam Yonge, and general Wade ; so that it was, 
at last, resolved by 250 voices against 85, 
%. " That the number of effective men to be 
provided for guards, garrisons, and land forces 
for the year 1727 be, iucluding 1850 invalids, 
and 555 men, which the six independant com- 
panies consist of for the service of the highlands, 
26,383 men ; 2. That the sum of 885,494/. 9s. 4c?. . 
be granted for defraying the charge thereof." 
These Resolutions being the next day reported, 
were agreed to by the House. 

Jan. 27'. Copies and Translations of several 
Memorials, Letters, &c. relating to the courts of 
Vienna and Spain, were laid before the House, 
*fter which, in a Grand Committee, the Com- 
mons considered of ways and means to raise 
the Supply, and sir Robert Walpole having 
shewed the necessity of laying four shillings in 
the pound on land, the same was opposed by 
some members, who alledged, That it were 
more eligible to apply the produce of the 
Sinking Fund toward? the present necessities ; 
but the question being put upon sir Robert 
Wal pole's motion, it was resolved in the a£> 
firmative, by 190 voices against 81, which Re- 
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solution, being the next day reported, prat 

agreed to by the House.- 

Motion for a Copy of the Letter^ on winch 
the King of Spain founds his Demand cf the 
Restitution of Gibraltar.] February 6. Mr'. 
Sandys moved, " That an humble Address: be 
presented to his Majesty, that he would he 
graciously pleased to communicate to this 
House, Copies of the Declaration, Letter,, or 
Engagement, which in the Marquis de Fozo- 
bueno's Letter to the Duke or Newcastle of the 
21st of December last, is asserted to be a posi- 
tive Promise, upon which the King of Spain 
founds his peremptory Demand for the Resti- 
tution of Gibraltar, which had been so solemnly 
yielded to the crown of Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and was afterwards con- 
firmed and granted to Great Britain by the 
king of Spain's accession to the Quadruple Al- 
liance." 

This motion was seconded, and strenuously 
supported by sir William Wyndham, Mr. 
Hungerford, and also by Mr. William Pulteoey, 
who took notice of a Letter, written in 1721, 
to one of the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries at 
Cambray, wherein a Promise for the Restitu- 
tion of Gibraltar was expressly mentioned: 
But they were opposed by Mr. Henry Pelham, 
Mr. Thomas Broderick, Mr. H. Walpole, and 
sir Robert Walpole. The latter did not dis- 
own, That such a promise might indeed have 
been made in a former administration ; but 
this he was sure of, that if there was such a 
promise, it was upon certain conditions, which, 
not having been performed within the limited 
time, was thereby become invalid ; and as for 
the Declaration or Letter, the communication 
of which was insisted on, the same was altoge- 
ther impracticable and unprecedented ; the 
private letters of princes being almost as sacred 
as their very persons. Then the previous 
question being put, whether the question upon. 
Mr. Sandys's motion should be put? It, was 
carried in the negative, by 204 voices against 97. 

Feb. 7. The Commons resolved to address 
his Majesty for Copies of such Memorials and 
Representations, as have been made . to the 
Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter 
granted to the Ostend Company, with the An- 
swers thereto : After which, the lord Morpeth 
moved, " That another Address be presented 
to his Majesty, that he would be graciously 
pleased to direct Copies to be laid before this 
House, of all such Memorials, or Representa- 
tions to his Majesty, from the crowns of Swe- 
den and Denmark, as did induce him to send 
the squadron of ships the last year into the 
Baltic, at so great an expence to this kingdom." 
He was seconded by sir Wilham Wyndham ; 
but opposed by sir William Yonge, and the 
hon. Mr. Verney. Hereupon Mr. Walpole en- 
deavoured to justify all the steps that had been 
taken by Great Britain, since his Majesty's 
happy accession, particularly from the opening 
of the Congress of Cambray to this present 
time, to preserve the balance of power* the 
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peace of Europe, and the tranquillity of the 
north; and with this last view to prevent the 
Czarina's designs against Sweden* and Den* 
mark, in favour of the duke of Holstein. Mr. 
William Pulteney answered him. and was re- 
plied to by Mr. Broderick ; and the question 
being put upon the lord Morpeth's motion, it 
passed in the negative, by 196 voices against 79. 

Motion relating to the Sum of 125,000/. 
tharged for Extraordinaries in the Account of 
the Deficiencies of last Year's Grants.] Feb. 
13. Upon the order of the day, for the House 
to go into a Grand Committee to consider of 
the Supply, several Papers were referred to the 
said Committee, viz. the Copy and Translation 
of the Convention between Great Britain, the 
States Genera], and the landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, February 13th, 1701-2, also the Esti- 
mate of the charge of 4,000 horse, and 8,000 
foot of the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, from the 
1st of April, to the 24th of December 1727. 
Then a motion was made by the Court party, 
and the question put, " That the Account 
■hewing how the money given for the service of 
the year 1726, has been disposed of, distin- 
guished under the several heads, until the 1st 
day of February 1726-27, and the parts there- 
of remaining unsatisfied, with the deficiency 
thereupon, be, referred to the said Committee:" 
But there being in that Account an Article of 
the sum of 125,000/. charged, in general terms, 
as issued out for other engagements and ex- 
pence* over and above such as are therein par- 
ticularly specified, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Onslow 
and Mr. William Pulteney strenuously insisted, 
That before the said Account of the Deficiency 
of the last year's Grants was referred to the 
Grand Committee, which reference, according 
to the usage of * parliaments, tacitly implies an 
acquiescence in the disposal of the money 
therein mentioned, the House should be ac- 
quainted with a particular disposition of so con- 
siderable a sum as that df 125,000/. This was 
as strongly opposed by sir William Strickland, 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole, 
so that the previous question being put, That 
the question be put upon the motion before- 
mentioned, the same occasioned a debate that 
lasted till six in the evening, when the said pre- 
vious question being called for, it was resolved 
in the affirmative, by 178 voices against 78 ; 
and the main question being put, it was or- 
dered, That the said Account be referred to 
the said Committee. This done, the House 
went into a Grand Committee on the Supply, 
and resolved to grant the sum of 160,306/. 17«. 
id. to make good the deficiency of the Grants 
for the ( year 1726. 

An Address for an Account of the said Sum.] 
Feb. 14. The above-mentioned Resolution 
being like to meet with great opposition, by 
reason of the 125,000/. above-mentioned, it 
was moved, and resolved, without dividing, to 
address hit Majesty for a particular and dis- 
tinct Account of the distribution of the sum of 
195,000/. which, in an Account laid before the 



House, shewing how the money gi?en for the 
ear 1726, has been disposed of, is charged to 
ave been issued for other engagements and 
expences, over and above such as are therein 
particularly specified, for the securing the trade 
of this kingdom, and preserving the peace of 
Europe ; and also of the times when the said 
sum of 125,000/. was issued and distributed. 
After this, Mr. Farrer reported the Resolution 
on the Supply above-mentioned, which was 
agreed to. > 

Petition from the Commissioners of Hawkers 
to enable them to compound for a Debt to the 
Crown.] Feb. 15. A Petition of George 
Townsend and others, late Commissioners for 
Licensing Hawkers, &c. was presented to the 
House, and read, praying, That leave may be 
given to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords 
Commissioners of bis Majesty's Treasury to 
compound with the Petitioners 'for a debt due 
•to the crown, occasioned by the default of 
Thomas Tomkins, late Cashier of the said, 
office, who hath withdrawn himself beyond the 
seas, or that they may have such other relief at 
to the House shall seem meet. Sir Robert 
Walpole having acquainted the House, That 
his Majesty gave his consent, that such a Bill 
might be brought into the House, as was de 
sired by the Petitioners, the said Petition was 
referred to a Committee of the whole House. 

The King's Answer to the Commons' Address.J 
Feb. 21. Sir Paul Methuen reported to the 
House, That his Majesty had commanded him 
to acquaint this House:"" That the sum of mo- 
ney mentioned in their Address of the 14th, 
has been issued and disbursed, pursuant to the 
power given to lus Majesty by Parliament, for 
necessary services and engagements of the 'ut- 
most importance to the trade and navigation 
of this kingdom, and the tranquillity of Europe, 
and which require the greatest secrecy ; and 
therefore a particular and distinct Account of 
the distribution of it cannot possibly be given, 
without a manifest prejudice to the public' 9 

Mr. Pulteney moves for a second Address on 
that Head.] Hereupon Mr. William Pulteney 
endeavoured to shew the insufficiency of that 
answer, alledging, That he had an entire con- 
fidence in his Majesty's great wisdom, paternal 
care and royal word ; but that when in the last 
session the House came to a Resolution, " effec- 
tually to provide for and make good all such 
expences and engagements as should be made, 
for the secority of the trade and navigation of 
this kingdom, and for the preservation of the 
peace of Europe;" the Commons did not 
thereby divest themselves of their undoubted 
right of being acquainted with the disposition 
of public money ; that if they gave up so es- 
sential a right, that House would become alto- 
gether useless, or serve only blindly to approve 
of and register the acts and deeds of the mi- 
nisters. That he did not, in the least, doubt 
the issuing and disbursement of the 125,000/. 
in question, for necessary services : but that if 
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they were satisfied with such a general Ac* 
count, the same might Id future reigns prove a 
?ery dangerous precedent, and serve to cover 
embezzlements of the public treasure ; there- 
fore he moved, " That a farther humble Ad- 
dress be made to his Majesty, humbly repre- 
senting the indisputable right of this House, to 
iave particular and distinct Accounts laid be- 
fore them of the disposition of all money 
granted by this House, for the service of the 
public ; and that this House did most earnestly 
beseech his Majesty, that he would be graci- 
ously pleased to order such an Account of the 
125,000/. said/ to have been expended for se- 
curing the trade of this kingdom, and preserving 
the peace of Europe, to be forthwith laid before 
the House/' 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Sbippen, 
but was opposed by Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Lewis and sir William Yonge; upon which 
there was a high and warm debate, from ome 
till six in the afternoon. The courtiers repre- 
. tented, That the sum in question was incon- 
siderable, and that it was impossible effectually 
to carry on important negotiations, without ex- 
pending a great* deal of money in secret ser- 
vice, ^nd Mr. St. John Broderick mentioned 
in particular, a case in queen Aune's reign, 
when the Common's acquiesced in such a gene- 
rat Answer, for a more considerable sum. The 
, precedent by him quoted was read by the 
/clerk, as follows, viz. 

* On the 16th of January, 171CT-11, M>. Se- 
' cretary St. John acquainted the Commons, 
<4hat their Addresses of the 5th and 8th 

* instant, had been presented to her Majesty* 

* viz. That she would be pleased to give direc- 
' tion to the proper officers to lay before the 

* House, accounts relating to the; poundage 
4 and days-pay, deducted out of the pay of the 
'army; of the deficiencies of the grants, and 

* of the funds since Michaelmas, 1701 ; of the 

* payment of her Majesty's proportion of sub* 

* sidies to her allies; of all the pensions paya-» 

* Jble out of the levenue, and warrants and di- 
rections for pensions ; and also of the distri- 

* bution&of the contingencies, and forage and 
' waggon money granted for the forces in Flan- 

* ders in x her Majesty's pay, and of the distri- 

* butions of the money granted for contingent* 

* cies of the guards, garrisons and land-forces 
' in Great Britain : and that her Majesty had. 
4 been pleased to give directions for laying all 

* the. said accounts before this House, except 

* the accounts of contingencies, and that the 
' account touching the deficiencies of the 

* grants and fends, had already been laid be* 
' fore the House ; and that other of the ac- 

* counts were preparing) and would soon be 

* laid before the House ; but that as to the ac- 
' count of contingencies, it was not possible 

* from the, nature of the, service, which required 
' the utmost secrecy, for any account of them 
4 to he made ; but that they were really distri* 
•bated/ 

Same objections were raised to, this pceee-. 
dent, as if the, case was not parallel r kvite* 



which, Mr. Onslow chiefly insisted on the pro- 
mise made to the House the last sesftiony by • 
great man in the administration, -T3hat they 
should have a particular Account of alt the 
money that should be expended upon that Vote 
of Credit, which promise induced the House to 
come so readily into it. They were answered 
bf sir William Strickland, Mr. Trelawaey, Mr. 
Conduit and sir Robert Walpole; to whom sir 
Thomas Hanmer replied ; after which the 
question upon Mr. rulteney's motion being 
called for, it was carried in the negative, by 
235 voices agaiitst 1 10. Then it was moved 
and resolved, without dividing, " That an 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
to return his Majesty the Thanks of this House, 
for bis great care and wisdom in taking such 
steps and entering into such Engagements, as 
his Majesty thought would best conduce to the 
security of the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom, and to the preservation of the peace 
of Europe; and to assure his Majesty, That 
this House, placing an entire confidence in his 
Majesty's goodness and regard for the true in- 
terest of his people, will stand by and support 
his Majesty, in all such farther measures as his 
Majesty shall find necessary and expedient for 
preventing a rupture, and for the honour and 
advantage of these kingdoms." 

Report from the Committee relating to the 
Petition from the Commissioners of Hawkers, 
Sfc] Feb. 28. In a Committee of the whole 
House, they examined the allegations of the 
Petition of the late Commissioners for licensing 
Hawkers and Pedlars, and also the Papers an- 
nexed to it, and likewise called in and exa- 
mined several of the persons ordered by the 
House to attend the said Committee, aod came 
to several Resolutions, the report whereof was - 
put off till the 7th of March. Upoa this occa- 
sion very severe reflections were made on the 
neglect and loose management of his Majesty's 
revenues. 

March 7. Mr. Farrer reported from the 
Committee of the whole House, to whom the 
Petition of George Townsend, &c. late Com- 
missioners for licensing Hawkers, &c. had been 
referred, the Resolutions they had directed 
him to report, which were as follows, viz. " 1. 
That it appears to this Committee,, that no 
money was paid into his Majesty's Exchequer 
on account of the Duties upon Hawkers and 
Pedlars, from Midsummer, 1719, to Midsum- 
mer, 1733, except 1,500/. although the Com- 
missioners for managing the said revenue axe 
required, by act of parliament^ to pay all the 
money arising by the said Duties* into the Ex- 
chequer, once in every week. 2. That it ap- 
pears to this Committee, that by reason of the 
loose, careless and neglectful- management of 
the late Commissioners for the Duties upon 
Hawkers and Pedlars, there is a deficiency of 
36,693/. 18*. 54 over and above 6*000*. which 
has been paid by the *eooritre* of Those* 
Tomkins, late enable* fee* the said Coosaus* 
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Debate thereon,] Tfe said Resolutions, be- 
ing severally read a second time, were agreed 
to by the House : After which, 
. Sir William Wyndham took notice of the 
neglect of those who were a check on the ma- 
nagers of that branch of the pnblic revenue ; 
and who therefore ought in time to .have called 
upon them for the money that passed through 
their hands, according to the direction of the 
act of parliament. That it might he said, ttiat 
they were even more guilty than the Commis- 
sioners of Hawkers and Pedlars themselves ; 
since they not only had connived, for four 
years, at the embezzlement of the public money, 
but had for three years more neglected to re- 
cover the same, and seemed at last to have en- 
couraged a Petition to the House, to have it 
remitted ; and that the granting such a Peti- 
tion, would be giving a parliamentary sanction 
to such vile practices, and opening a wide door 
for the like mismanagements of the public 
treasure. He was seconded by 

Mr. William Pulteney, who animadverted 
very severely on the neglect of the Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, whose office and duty 
it was, to have called the petitioners to account. 
Hereupon 

Sir William Yonge endeavoured to excuse 
the present administration, the failure of the. 
_ cashier of the Commissioners of Hawkers and 
Pedlars, which hail occasioned the deficiency 
in question, having happened before their 
time * and the multiplicity of arduous, in> 
port ant and intricate affairs that fell out since, 
naving so taken up the attention of the Ma- 
nagers of the Treasury, that it was no wonder 
if so inconsiderable a branch of the revenue 
)iad escaped their notice. And then moved, 
w That the Petition of the late Commissioners 
of Hawkers' and Pedlars be rejected which 
was carried without dividing. Nevertheless, 
some gentlemen of the Country Party came 
on again to the charge, and inveighed against 
the audaciousness of some persons, who, by 
their corrupt management, thought themselves 
so powerful and secure, as to dare to screen 
the greatest offenders. To which an eminent 
' t member replied, That he could not help re- 
* fleeting on the envy and rancour of some men, 
whomade it their constant business to thwart 
and revjle those who had the honour to have a 
share in the administration, and who, not sa- 
tisfied with shewing their malignity within those 
walls, shot likewise their poison in the dark, 
and scattered it under allegories in vile libels. 
~To prevent farther altercation* the Courtiers 
called for the order of the day, and the question 
being-put thereon, it was earned in the affir- 
mative, by 248 voices against 124. 

Debate in the Common* on M. de PaMs 
athafoe Memorial.] March 8. Lord Fit mil- 
limns, member for Peterborough, took notice, 
That on the 2d instant Monsieur de Palm>the 
Btoperor's Resident, in an audience he had of 
the King, delivered into the hands of his Ma- 



jesty, a Memorial in Latin, couched in a very 
indecent and injurious stile, altogether unusual 
and very unbecoming the majesty of crowned 
-heads; and to add to the indignity, that the 
said Memorial .was the next day publicly dis- 
persed, and that printed copies of translations 
of it, oneinEnglish, the other in French,had been 
sent to several members of both Houses of Par- 
liament, aldermen of London and other persons, 
together with a translation in the same languages, 
of a Letter from the count de Sinzendorf to M. 
de Palm, wherein that Resident was ordered, 
To present the said Memorial first to the King 
of Great Britain, and afterwards to publish it 
to the 5 whole nation. His lordship added, 
That this appeal from a foreign power to the 
people of Great Britain, against their lawful 
sovereign, was so unprecedented, and so great 
an insult upon the crown of Great Britain, and' 
on his Majesty's sacred person, that he thought 
the House ought to resent it in the most lively 
manner ; and thereupon he moved, * That an 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
that he would be graciously pleased to give di- 
rections, that the said Memorial, presented to 
his Majesty by M. de Palm the Imperial Resi- 
dent, inight be laid before the House;" and 
being seconded by sir Gilbert Heathcote, the 
said Address was ordered to he presented. ' 

March 10. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Ma- 
jesty's command, laid a copy of M. de Palm's 
Memorial before the House, together with 
the Translation of it: whereupon it was resolv- 
ed to take the same into consideration on the 
13th* 

March 13. The Commons proceeded to take 
into consideration the Memorial presented to 
his Majesty hy M.de Palm ; and the translation 
of the said Memorial being read, complaint was 



* From the London Gazette, of Saturday, 
March 4, 1720-7. Whitehall, March 4. 

I s This day Mr. Inglis, Marshal and Assistant 
Master of the Ceremonies, in the absence of 
sir Clement Cotterell, Master of the Ceremo- 
nies, went by his Majesty's order to M. de 
Palm, the Emperor's Resident, and acquainted 
him, that he having, in the audience he had of 
the King on Thursday last, delivered into the 
hands of his Majesty a Memorial highly inju-* 
rious to his Majesty's honour, and. the dignity 
of his crown; in which Memorial he has forgot 
all regard to truth, and the respect due to his 
sacred Majesty; and the same Memorial being 
being also publicly dispersed next morning in 
.print, together with a Letter from the count de 
Sihzendorff to him the said Palm, still more 
insolent and more injurious, if possible, than 
the Memorial ; his Majesty had thereupon , 
commanded him to declare to him the said 
Resident, Palm, that his Majesty looked upon 
him no longer as a public minister, and re- 
quired him forthwith to depart out of this 
kingdom.* 

The Memorial aud the Letter abotwnen^ 
tioned, are as follows i 
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made to the House, that the, substance of the 
said Memorial had been printed and published 
in a Paper intitled, ' Translation of a Memo- 
rial, ore.' whereupon the said Paper was 



"Memorial presented, in Latin, to the King of 
Great Britain, by M. de Palm, the Imperial 
Resident, upon the Speech which his Bri- 
tannic Majesty made to the two Houses of 
his Parliament, on the 17-28 of January, 
1726-7. 

" Most Serene and Potent King, 
•'As soon as the Speech made by your 
Majesty to the Parliament of Great Britain 
now assembled, came to the knowledge of 
bis Imperial and Catholic Majesty, my most 
gracious master ; he was struck with the ut- 
most astonishment, that your Majesty could 
suffer yourself to be prevailed upon to declare 
from the royal throne, to that most renowned 
nation, in a manner hitherto unheard of, as 
certain and undoubted facts, several things, 
some of which are strained in that Speech to a 
wrong sense, some are entirely distant from 
the intentions of ,his Imperial and Catholic 
Majesty; and lastly, (which affect much more 
sensibly than ail die rest) some things abso- 
lutely void of all foundation. 
. "For as to what regards the peace con- 
cluded at Vienna with the, most serene king of 
Spain, who can forbear being astonished, that 
this very peace, which is built on the quadruple 
alliance signed* at London, and other treaties 
contracted with your Majesty, as its solid and 
sole foundation ; and for the obtaining of which 
peace, your Majesty, together with -your allies, 
waged so bloody, so long, and so glorious a 
wac, and took yourself so much pains to pro- 
cure, should now be alledged by your Majesty 
as a just ground of complaint, and should be 
made use of as a pretence for these things, 
which hitherto your ministers have been doing 
in all^parts, to the great detriment of the em- 
peror and the empire, and the public tranquil- 
lity, -and should be represented by your Majesty 
to the British nation, with so much animosity 
against the emperor and king of Spain, as a 
violation of treaties. 

u< After complaining of the peace made at 
Vienna, complaint is likewise made of the 
Treaty of Commerce entered into with Spain, 
which is calculated to promote the mutual and 
lawful advantages of* the subjects of both 
parties, which is agreeable to the law of 
nations, and to the customs of all people in 
amity with each other ; which can in no re- 
spect be of any prejudice to the British nation, 
whether we regard the situation of the coun- 
tries, or the particular nature of the trade, and 
which is not in the least repugnant to the 
treaties 'made with Great Britain. So that if 
this Treaty be considered with a mind free 
from prejudice, and from all design of inflam- 
ing the nation, there will remain no pretence 
to say, that this Treaty can b* grievous or hurt- 
ful to a nation for which his Imperial Majesty 



brought up to the table and read ; after winch 
the lord Fitzwilliams, sir Robert WaJpole, Mr. 
Onslow, sir William Yonge, Mr. Doddinston, 
and sir William Strickland : also sir WiRiara 

has the greatest affection and esteem, and 
whose glorious exploits and important succours 
no time will efface out of his memory. 

" The other head of complaint, which con- 
tains such things as are void of all foundation, 
relates principally to that imaginary Alliance 
which, in the Speech, is called Offensive, and 
is there supposed to have been made against 
your Majesty, between the emperor and king 
of Spain. But it will not only appear how 
groundless and frivolous this, supposition is, 
from the offer lately made by bis Imperial and 
Catholic Majesty, of entering into a Conven- 
tion, ( * De se mutuo non Offendendo,'* but will 
be entirely refuted by the consideration of the 
tenor of the Treaty of Alliance and Friendship 
itself made with the crown of Spain, and com- 
municated in its whole extent to your Majesty 
when it was proper ; from the words of which, 
whether the least shadow or appearance of an 
offensive alliance can be drawn, is submitted 
to the judgment of the whole world. 

" Another part of the complaint relates to 
the secret Articles made in favour of the Pre- 
tender, whereof your Majesty asserts that you 
have certain and undoubted informations, by 
which Articles it should have been agreed to set 
the Pretender on the throne*of Great Britain. 
With what view, on what motive, and to what 
purpose, these informations, founded on the 
falsest reports, were represented to the people 
of Great Britain, is not only easy to be under- 
stood by bis Imperial and Catholic. Majesty, 
but is obvious to the meanest capacity. But 
since the inviolable dignity and honour of such 
great princes cannot suffer that assertions of 
this nature, intirely unsupported by truth, 
should be advanced from the royal throne to 
the whole nation, and to all mankind ; his 
sacred Imperial and Catholic Majesty has ex- 
pressly commanded me, that I should declare 
to your Majesty, aud to the whole kingdom of 
Great Britain, how 'highly he thinks himself 
affronted thereby, solemnly affirming, upon his 
Imperial word, that there exists no secret Arti- 
ticle nor Convention whatsoever, which con- 
tains, or can tend to prove the least tittle of 
what has been alledged. 

" But that the secret designs, which lie con- 
cealed under a conduct until this time unheard 
of, may more manifestly appear, it must be 
observed, that the time is purposely taken for 
doing this, when a negotiation is on foot at 
Paris, for composing the differences which 
have arisen without any fault of his Imperial 
and Catholic Majesty ; which oegociation suf- 
ficiently shews how much his Imperial and Ca- 
tholic Majesty is at all times inclined to peace, 
and to the religious observation of his treaties. 

" As to what is said of Gibraltar, and con- 
cerning the siege thereof, under which in the 
Speech it ii insinuated, a* if some other design 
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Wyndham, Mr., William Pultenevj Mr. San- 
dys, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, and sir 
John St. Aubin, spoke on .this occasion, and 
agreed in expressing the highest indignation 

was concealed; the hostilities notoriously com- 
mitted in the Indies and elsewhere, against the 
king of Spain, in violation of treaties, seem to 
have given a very just occasion to the king of 
Spain for attempting that siege. But as to the in- 
tentions and engagements of the emperor upon 
that Article, it is easy to see what they are, by 
the Treaty abovementioned, which has been 
communicated. 

u As to what is said in the last place, con- 
cerning the Ostend trade, which the goodness 
of the Catholic King induced him to favour, 
(being bound by no Treaty) after he had been 
apprized of the just reasons for the establish- 
ment of it, various expedients for a composi- 
tion have been proposed, not only at the 
Hague but even lately at Paris, lest this harm- 
less method of providing for the security of the 
barrier, should prove an obstacle to the com- 
mon friendship of neighbouring powers. 

" Which things being thus, the injury of- 
fered to truth, the honour and dignity of his 
sacred Imperial and Catholic Majesty require, 
that they should be exposed to your Majesty, 
to the 1 kingdom of Great Britain, and to the 
world. And his sacred Imperial Majesty de- 
mands that reparation which is due to him by 
all manner of right, for the great injuries which 
liave been done him by these many imputations." 

*A Letter from the Count de Sinzendorf, 
Chancellor of the Court to his Imperial 
and Catholic. Majesty, seut to Mdns. de 
Palm, the Emperor's Resident at the Court 
,of Great Britain, dated from Vienna the 
20th of February, 1727. 

" His Imperial and Catholic Majesty judges 
it indispensably necessary, upon the step which 
has been lately taken in>the country where you 
are, to send you in the dispatch here annexed, 
a Memorial, which you are to present to the 
Jking of Greac Britain, and to publish after- 
wards, that the whole nation may be acquainted 
with it, whilst answers are preparing to certain 
pamphlets published before the opening of the 
parliament. 

" It is easy to see that the Speech was made 
for no purpose, but to excite the nation to a 
rupture, and open war with the emperor and 
Spain, and to make the parliament approve 
the precipitate and burthensome measures 
which the government has taken for private 
ends, but too well known : that not only un- 
warrantable inferences and pretences have been 
made use of, but that manifest falshoods 
have been boldly advanced for indisputable 
facts* a proceeding never seen before among 
powers who ought to respect each other, when 
in the most flagrant . wars ; from whence it 
ought to be presumed, that the King, whose 
•acred mouth ought to be an oracle of truth, 
mast have been himself abused by the sugges- 



1727.— on ilf. de Palm's Memorial [&5# 

and resentment at the affront offered to bis 
Majesty, by the Memorial delivered by M. da 
Palm ; and, in a particular manner, nt his 
audaciousness, in printing and dispersing it 

tions and false reports of those, who have the 
honour to possess his confidence ; and who 
think it their interest to inflame, by these 
means, both the prince and the nation, for 
their own private views and personal preserva- 
tion, without any regard to the honour of the 
majesty of the throne, or to the evils winch 
may result from hence to their own icountry, 
and to all Europe. 

" For these purposes they establish a foun- 
dation, and lay down as a certain fact, that 
there is a positive Article in the Treaty of 
Alliance between the emperor and the king of 
Spain, to place the Pretender on the throne of 
Great Britain, and to invade that kingdom with 
open force ; and this they do, a few days "after 
the minister plenipotentiary of the 'Catholic 
King had, before his departure from London, 
in a Memorial presented in the sacred name of 
his master, publicly and in the most authentic 
manner, disavowed these imputations, which 
sufficiently prove the Emperor's disavowal of 
the same, since the pretended Article was 
equally imputed to the two powers* and one of 
them could, not have stipulated any thing iu 
the same Treaty without the other. Besides 
which, it is to' be considered, that six months 
ago, upon the first reports of these false suppen > 
sitions, the emperor and king of Spain, in order 
to silence them, proposed a formal act, " de 
non offendendo," into which all the allies on 
one side and the other might enter, and which r 
would effectually have secured the peaceable 
possessions, of each of the powers contracting, 
either in the Treaty of Vienna, or that of Han- 
over, until such time as it had been possible by 
one general Treaty to remove and quiet , the 
complaints of all sides : but these proposals 
were rendered ineffectual, by tbe same views of 
those persons, who chose rather to hinder the 
peaceable effects of these just designs, by at- 
tacks and open hostilities. v 

" It is further known, and it is even no tori* 
ous by the solemn communication made to the 
King of Great Britain, of the Treaty of Peace 
concluded at Vienna, between the emperor 
and king of Spain, that the Treaty of the Qua- 
druple Alliance, made at London the 2nd oF 
August, 1718, has been laid down as the unal- 
terable basis of their Peace; and that all the 
Articles of this Quadruple Alliance are therein 
confirmed and corroborated, as if they had 
been inserted anew : How then can it be sup* 
posed, and even given out as a matter of 
fact, that by another Secret Treaty, signed on 
the same day, conditions have been established, 
and engagements taken entirely repugnant to 
the same? 

" Such a thing cannot be advanced, without 
insulting and injuring, in the most outrageous 
manner, the majesty of the two contracting 
powers! who have a, right to demand a signal 
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throughout the kingdom ; and very severe 
reflections were made on the ill returns from 
his Imperial Majesty to the great obligations 
he bad to Great Britain. They only differed 
ma to the manner of wording their censure, upon 
so extravagant an insult upon his Majesty ; 
bat at last it was moved, and resolved nem. 
con. 

" That an humble Address be presented to his 
Majesty, To express the highest resentment 
of this House at the affront and indignity offered 
to his most sacred Majesty, by the Memorial 
delivered by M. de Pahn the Emperor's resi- 
dent, and at his insolence in printing and dis^ 
persing the same throughout the kingdom ; to 
declare their utmost abhorrence of this auda- 
cious manner of appealing to the people,' 
against his Majesty: and their detestation of 
the presumptuous and vain attempt of endea- 
vouring to instil into the minds of aoy of his 
Majesty's faithful subjects, the least distrust or 
diffidence in his most sacred royal word : To 
return his Majesty the Thanks of this House, 
lor his care and vigilance, in discovering the 
secret and pernicious designs of his enemies, 
and bis goodness in communicating to his par- 
liament the dangers that threatened this king- 
dom. And to assure his Majesty, that this 
Hoase wHi stand by ana support his Majesty, 

* against' att his open and secret enemies, both 
at horse and abroad; and effectually defeat the 
expectations of all such as may have, in any 
maimer, countenanced, encouraged, or abetted 
the disturbers of the public tranquillity in 
tikis extravagant insult upon his Majesty, or 
flattered them with hopes that an obstinate 

. perseverance in tlieir destructive measures, 
could stagger the firmness of the British na* 
don, in vindication of his I^ojest/s honour, 
and the defence of their rights and privileges." 



reparation and satisfaction proportioned to the 
enormity of the affront, which equally interests 
their honour, and. that faith which ought al- 
ways to be respected among sovereign princes. 

" But) if those who endeavour to avail them- 
selves pf such feigned recriminations, and to 
excuse themselves front the blame which their 
sash ami turbulent measures deserve, imagine 
that this unjustifiable conduct may at last ob* 
i Kge the emperor and king of Spam, to repel 
force by force, and to defend themselves by 
aU those means which God has pat into their 
hands, from the mischiefs with which they' are 
threatened, and from the insults and attacks 
which have been actually made use of against 
them, so far that it has been evert attempted 
to engage the Ottoman Porte in these unpa- 
ralleled designs ; at least, ought' they not to 
publish as antecedent facts, those things which 
*bey have reason to apprehend may be the ceo* 
seqaence of a war, into- which they will have 
forced these two powers to enter in their own 
just defence ? 

" The emperor and king of Spain hope how- 
ever trees the divine goodness, and from the 
wisdom of persons less prejudiced^ aadr less 
3 - 



And a Committee was appointed to drawmap 
an Address upon the said Resolution. 

March 14. M. de Palm's Memorial being 
laid before the Lords, a motion was made to 
take the same immediately into consideration, 
upon which lord Lechmere safd, That it was to 
him matter of surprise, that a Memorial is 
which his Majesty's honour, and the dignity of 
the crown of Great Britain were so highly -cxm? 
cerneji, had not been sooner laid before that 
illustrious assembly, who having the preroga- 
rjre of approaching nearest the throne, ought 
to resent, and oa all occasions have shewn 
themselves ready to vindicate any injuries aud t 
affronts that are offered to their sovereign. 
That the affair now before them, was of a very 
nice nature, and no less importance : that they 
ought to proceed in it with' deliberation, and 
therefore he moved to put off the consideration 
of it at least till the next day. But this de* 
bate was interrupted by a Message brought by 
the lord Hervey from the Commons, desiring a 
Conference with their lordships, upon a matter 
of the highest importance to the honour and 
dignity of the imperial crown of Great Britain. 
This Conference being readily agreed to by the 
Lords, and the Managers of both Houses met 
in the Painted Chamber, those of the Com- 
mons, desired the concurrence of the Lords to 
their Address relating to M. de PalmV&emo* 
rial ; and the Managers for the Commons left 
the said Address with the Lords, with other 
Papers relating thereto. 

The Joint Address of both House* $o the 
King, on M. de Palm's Memorial.] March 
15. At a second Conference, the Managers 
for the Lords declared to those of the Qom- 
mons, that their lordships had agreed to. the 
said Address; which the next day was by 

passionate, that more mature and serious re- 
flections will be made, in order to restore am> 
cably the public tranquillity, and to save all 
Europe from the misfortunes of a war, stirred 
up by motives so trifling and groundless, which 
can tend to nothing but the destruction of the 
subject, of his estate, and of his commerce. 

" Their Majesties, the emperor and the ling 
of Spain, ardently desire the blessing of peace, 
and to. observe their treaties with ail their 
allies, with the strictest fidelity : but as a mu- 
tual contract can subsist no longer on one side, 
than while it remains unbroken on the other; 
the evil consequences of a rupture, if that 
should happen, ought to be imputed to those 
alone who have been the authors of those in- 
fractions. 

* I have the emperor's express order to 
write this to you in his name, that you may be 
able to destroy the faUhoods and calumnies, 
whi«;h have been charged on the high contract- 
ing parties of the Treaty «*f Vienna, ' who nave 
no other view, hut that of making peace be- 
tween themselves, without hurting any one 
else, Z am, &c. 

SlN&EK»Oj*T. w 
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both Houses presented to the King as fol- 
lows: 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

'* We your Majesty's most dutiful and faith- 
ful subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment assembled, v think it our indispeusible 
duty to express the highest resentment at the 
affront aod indiguity offered to your most sa- 
cred Majesty, by the Memorial delivered bf 
M. de Palm, the Emperor's resident ; and at 
bis insolence in printing and dispersing the 
same throughout the kingdom. 

" This audacious manner of appealing to 
the people against your Majesty, under the 
~ pretext of applying to you for redress and 
reparation of supposed injuries, and turning a 
Memorial, presented to your Majesty, into a 
seditious libel, is a proceeding that creates in 
us the utmost abhorrence and detestation. 

" The endeavouring to instil into the minds 
of. any of your faithful subjects, the least dis- 
trust or diffidence in your Majesty's most 
sacred royal word, or to make a distinction 
between your Majesty and your people, is an 
attempt as vain as presumptuous ; for, by your 
goodness, the interest of your Majesty and 
your * people is but one, and as inseparable ; 
as their duty, affection and confidence in your 
Majesty are most justly and deservedly un- 
alterable; and if time has not effaced the me- 
mory of the glorious exploits and important 
succours, confessed to have been received 
from Great Britain ; gratitude, affection and 
esteem for this nation , will be best manifested, 
by doing honour to the King, whom the people 
honour, and justice to the people, whose 
rights and privileges the best of Kings is now 
defending against the invasions and encroach- 
ments made upon them. 

" We return your .Majesty our sjneerest 
Thanks, for your care and vigilance, in disco- 
vering the secret and pernicious designs of 
your, and our enemies, and for your goodness, 
in communicating to your Parliament the dan- 
gers that threatened this-kingdom. 

" And we beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
That no amusements, by artful or evasive 
dentals, shall lead us into a false security, or 
divert us from exerting ourselves in vindication 
of jour Majesty's honour, or from defending 
and supporting your Majesty against all your 
open and secret enemies, both at home and 
abroad. And if any among your own subjects 
have been so wicked as to countenance, en- 
courage and abet the disturbers of - the public 
tranquillity, in this extravagant insult upon 
your Majesty, or flattered them with hopes, 
that an obstinate perseverance in their de- 
structive measures could stagger the firmness 
of ihe British nation. We are resolved effec- 
tually to defeat all such groundless expecta- 
tions, and to convince the world, that the in- 
trigues of a few cannot, in any degree, abate or 
slacken that vigour and resolution, with which 
a true love and concern for our country, a 

Vol. VOL • 
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just sense of its interests, and an unshaken 
loyalty to your Majesty, have inspired us." 

The King's Answer.] To this Address hit 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
u Your unanimous concurrence, in this du- 
tiful and affectionate Address, gives me the 
greatest" satisfaction. The just concern you 
express for my honour and the, dignity of the 
crown is very becoming a British parliament. 
And this fresh proof of your confidence in me 
will convince the world, that all attempts to 
divide our hearts and interests will be vain and 
ineffectual."* 

* " The public indignation, excited by the 
peremptory demand of the restitution of Gibv 
raltar, and the secret articles in the treaty of 
Vienna, which,' according, to the positive de- 
clarations, of the, king and his ministers, re- 
lated to the Pretender, was still farther* in- 
creased by the imprudent conduct of Palm, tha 
imperial minister at London. Caballing with 
-the Hanoverian ministers, and confiding in the 
counsels of opposition, he advised the emperor, 
in a letter which fell into the hands of the 
ministers, to make a public declaration, that 
the assertions contained in the speech were 
false. 

" Guided by this imprudent advice, the em- 
peror, who was wholly unacquainted with the 
principles of the English constitution, ordered 
Palm to present a' memorial to the king. In 
this memorial, the imperial minister, after re- 
flecting on the speech, and after denying, irr • 
his master's name, in the most solemn manner, 
the existence of any secret articles, concluded 
in these words: " Which things. being jhus, 
tbe injury offered to truth, the honour and 
dignity of his sacred Imperial and Catholic 
Majesty require, that they should be exposed to 
your Majesty, to the kingdom of Great Britain, 
and to the whole world : and his sacred Impe- 
rial Majesty demands that reparation which is 
due to him by all manner of right ? for the , 
great injuries which have been done by him 
these many imputations.'" 

" This Memorial was printed and circulated, 
and was accompanied with a letter from the 
imperial chancellor, count Zinzendorff, en«* 
joining Palm to publish it, that the whole na- 
tion might be acquainted with it. The intem- 
perate language used in these papers, and the 
indiscretion of distinguishing between the king 
and his subjects, and of appealing fronv the 
throne to the nation, excited the just resent- 
ment of parliament. The Memorial being 
submitted to the House of Commons, not only v 
those who supported government, but even 
Pulteney, sir William Wyndham, Shippen, 
and the leading members in opposition, agreed 
in expressing the highest indignation at this 
affront offered to the crown, and strongly re- 
probated the audacity of the imperial minister. 
The whole House unanimously adopted the ad- 
dress drawn up by Walpole. Soon after the 
20 ~ 
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. Debate in the Comment on a Motion for a 
Vote of Credit*] April 18. After the reading 
of the order qf the day, for the House to 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
» House to consider farther of the Malt Bill, Mr. 
Scrope moved, That it be an instruction to the 
Said Committee, that they have power to re- 
ceive a Clause of Appropriation, with a power to 
his Majesty to apply such sums of money as 
shall be' necessary for answering and defraying 
such expences and engagements, as have at 
any time been, or shall before or until the 25th 
of December 17 S7, be made by his Majesty, 
in concerting such measures as he, in his great 
wisdom, thinks will best conduce to the secu- 
rity of the trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
and to the preserving and restoring the peace 
of Europe. 

He was seconded by Mr. Fairer, and backed 
by sir Edmund Bacon, lord Gage, sir William 
Yonge, sir Philip Yorke, Mr. Talbot and Mr. 
Doddington, who alledged, in support of the 
motion, That his Majesty was so unwilling to 
put his subjects to any extraordinary expences, 
that be had demanded no more supplies this 
session, than what he thought absolutely ne- 
. cessary for the service of the year : but that, in 
the present posture of affairs, some unforeseen 
accidents might require a farther expence, for 
which no estimate could now be made, because 
some Treaties, which his Majesty thought fit to 
enter into, were not yet finished ; therefore 
they oughVtp enable his Majesty to answer 
Such contingencies; That the House had 
several times reposed the same confidence in 
v rps Majesty, which had never been abused ; 
and what was now asked was only for a short 
time. . - ■ 

They were opposed by Mr. How, Mr. Win- 
ningtoh, Mr. 'Hopkins, Mr. St. John Brode- 
ricf, sir Wilfrid Law sod, lord Morpeth, Mr. 
Thomas Broderick, Mr, Gore, Mr. Wortley 
Montague, Mr. Lutwych, Sir William Barker, 

presentation of this address, Palm was com- 
manded to leave the kingdom ; the British re- 
sident at Vienna quitted the imperial dominions, 
and as the Spanish minister had previously 
taken an abrupt departure, a "rupture with 
Spain and the emperor appeared to be unavoid- 
able. The most active preparations were 
made on all sides ; Spain commenced hostili- 
ties by the siege of Gibraltar, and expected to 
Be seconded by the whole force of the house of 
Austria. A bloody war, would have been the 
consequence of this attack, had the emperor 
fulfilled the treaty of Vienna ; or had England 
, and France instantly directed their whole force 
against the restless and ambitious court of, 
Madrid. Fortunately, the pacific sentiments 
of Walpole and Fleury began to operate on the 
affairs of Europe, and the government of Eng- 
land exhibited a striking instance of vigour 
and moderation ; of vigour ki the preparations 
, for war, and of moderation in suspet 



blow, at the very moment in which it was 
ready to strike with effect/' Cox^s Wajpole. 



Mr. Dan vers, Mr. Daniel Fulteae* Mr, Ship* 
pen, sir William Wyndham, -Mr. Palouv, 
and Mr. Sandys, who urged, That it was un- 
parliamentary to ask or grant Supplies without 
an estimate of the expence ; That the Clause 
moved for was inconsistent with that part of 
the Bill which forbids the issuing of the Sup- 
plies thereby granted, to any other purposes 
than those specified ; and rendered ineffectual 
that appropriation of the public money, which 
the wisdom of all parliaments had .thought a 
necessary security against the misapplication 
of it, which was the more to be feared, be- 
cause no provision was made to oblige any per- 
son to account for any money that should be 
disposed of, by virtue of the power in this 
clause. That vast sums had already been 
granted, which appeared sufficient to answer 
any occasions, as far as their present views 
could reach ; and if any unexpected emergency 
should demand a further supply, it might be 
provided for, in the usual manner, when ne- 
cessity required : That this might bo done 
with less inconvenience, and with less danger 
of misapplication, than by such a delegation 
of almost a dictatorial authority to the minis- 
ters. That this parliament had already given 
so many instances of their zeal and affection 
for his Majesty, that there could he no. room 
to doubt or their readiness to make good what- 
ever his Majesty should expend, in concerting 
such measures as, in his great wisdom, be 
should think roost conducive to the advantage 
and interest of his people. That such an un- 
limited and absolute power ought never to be 
given in a free government but upon occasions 
of evident necessity, when the very being of 
the government is in imminent danger. That 
the reposing a confidence in the crown, in the 
disposition of such immense sums of money, 
as by the advice of unthrifty ministers may be 
expended, might be attended with great pre- 
judice to the properties of the subject, and 
great danger to our most excellent constitution, 
which cannot be preserved, but by a africt 
adherence to those $ essential parliamentary 
forms of granting Supplies only upon Esti- 
mates, and of appropriating the same to ser- 
vices and Occasions publicly avowed and 
judged necessary. That the departing r>om 
these excellent methods would, by degrees, 
render parliaments altogether useless. That 
the precedents alledged" to justify this Clause 
were far from being full to the point, and sa- 
tisfactory ; and if they were, ought not to be 
followed, lest clauses Of the same nature might 
become so frequent, as in time to lodge in the 
crown, and in the ministers, an absolute, and 
uncontroulable power of raising money upon 
the people, which by our wise constitution is, 
and with safety cau only be, lodged in the 
whole legislature. 

Mr. Hnngerford observed, in particular, 
That they had already given four shillings in 
the pound upon land, which he could not but 
think a very heavy and extraordinary tax, espe- 
cially considering they were more than once 
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toM by a grim man, thai iri his opinjoti we 
ahoaM have bo war t But if now they passed 
this CHafese, it wdnid be tacking a tail to a 
whale, which might sweep away the other six- 
teen. 

The debate being ended about eight in the 
evening, and the question put upon Mr. Scrope's 
motion, it was carried in the affirmative, by 
$25 voices against 109 ; and the House having 
resolved itself into a Grand Committee, the 
clause above mentioned was added to the 
Malt-Bill. 

Debate in the Lords on the Vote of Credit.] 
April 18, The Lords, in a Grand Committee, 
took into consideration a Bill, ' For. continuing 

* the Duties on Malt,' &c. when there arose a 
very great debate about the following Clause, 
viz. " That out of the Supplies granted this ses- 
sion, there may be issued such sums of money 
as shall be necessary for defraying such ex- 
pence* and engagements, as have at any time 
been, or till Christmas next may be made, t by 
his Majesty, in concerting such measures as he 
thinks proper for the security and interest of 
these kingdoms, and restoring the peace of Eu- 
rope." The dukes of Argyfe and Newcastle, 
the lord Townshend, and the bishop of Peter- 
borough, spoke for the Clause : The earl of 
Chesterfield, lord Bathurst, lord Bingley, and 
lord Lechmere, against it : but it was carried 
i>y 76 voices against 20, that the said Clause 
should make part of the Bill. 

Protest thereon.] Next day the said Bill 
was read the third time, and the question being 
put that the said Bill do pass ? it was resolved 
in the Affirmative ; Contents 73 ; Not-Con- 
tents 17. 

Dissentient 9 
l". " Because in this Bill it is enacted, < That 
4 out of the aids or supplies, granted this ses- 
' sion of parliament, there shall and may be, 
4 from time to time, issued or applied such sum 
4 or sums of money, as shall be necessary for 

* and towards answering and defraying such ex- 
.' pences and engagements as have at any time 

* been, or shall, before or until the 25th day of 

* December* 1727, be made by his Majesty, in 

* concerting such measures as he, in his great 
4 wisdom, thinks will best conduce to the secu- 

* rity of the trade and navigation of this king- 
dom, and to the preserving and restoring the 
4 peace of Europe/ Which Clause, we think, 
is inconsistent with that part of the Bill, which 

' forbids the supplies to be issued for any other 
'purposes than those specified, and renders in- 
effectual that appropriation of the public 
money, which the wisdom of many parliaments 
has thought, and we are convinced, ought to be 
thought a necessary security against the misap- 
plication of it. 

2. " Because there is no provision in the Bill 
to oblige any person to give an account of any 
m*fiey,tltat shall be disposed of by virtue of the 
power in this Clause. 

*. " Because there are sufiment some grant- 



ed to answer every particular purpose that 
money can be wanted for* as far as our present 
views can reach ; and if any unforeseen emer- 
gency should demand a further supply, we 
should think, that might be provided for, as has 
been formerly practised, when necessity re- 
quired ; and we are persuaded this might be 
done with less inconvenience, than by this de- 
; legation of almost a dictatorial authority, at 
least, till the parliament could be called toge- 
ther, who have given so many instances of their 
zeal for his Majesty, that he could hate not 
room to doubt of their readiness to make good 
whatever be should have expended for the ad- 
vantage of his people. 

4. " Because we think, that absolute powers 
ought to be given in a free government only 
upon occasions of evident necessity, and when 
the very being of the government is in danger j, 
and though we allow our present circumstances 
to be as melancholy as they have almost at any 
time been, yet we think it a very improper re- 
medy for our present state to depart from the 
approved, and in our judgment, essential forms 
of giving the public money -f nor can we be per- 
suaded, that is the only,* or even the best expe- 
dient that can be found to extricate us out of 
our unhappy situation, to repose such a confi- 
dence in the crown, in the disposition of hn* 
mense sums of money, as may by the advice 
of wicked and incapable ministers (if it should 
be our misfortune ever to have such) be attend- 
ed with great prejudice to our properties, and 
great danger to our liberties, with the hopes of 
the preservation of which we cannot flatter our- 
selves, but by a strict adherence to these excel- 
lent parliamentary methods, of granting alt sums 
of money only upon estimates, and for services 
publicly avowed. 

5. " Because the precedents that were of- 
fered to justify this clause were v far from giving 
us any satisfaction, for if they had been plain 
and full to the point (which we thfnk^hey 
were not) yet, in our opinions, ought not to be 
followed, test clauses of the same nature might 
become too frequent, and lest an unlimited 
power in the crown to raise millions on our 
fellow-subjects might be looked upon by de- 
grees as a thing of course, and so at last the to- 
tal power to levy and dispose of the people's 
money be given to one part of the legislature, 
which by our wise constitution is, and with 
safety can only be lodged in the whole. — — 
(Signed,) Strafford, "Warrington, Scarsdale, 

Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, Gower, 
Litchfield, Boyle, Bingley; Lechmere, 
Aylesford, Foley, Maynard, Bathurst, 
Aberdeen, Craven, Brooke." 

April 26. The Commons went into a Grand 
Committee to consider further of Ways and 
.Means for raising the Supply : and sir William 
-Yonge moved, " That towards raising the Sup- 
ply granted to his Majesty the sum of 370,000/. 
be raised by Loans or Exchequer Bills to be 
charged on the Surpluses arisen tor to arise 
from and after Micbaehaw 17*6>f©r the duv 
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tits on coals and calm, granted by an act .of 
the fifth of his Majesty's reign, from the 29th 
of September 1725, to Lady-day 1751, and by 
a subsequent act of the sixth year of his Ma- 
jesty's reign, made perpetual, and which are 
reserved for the disposition of parliament. w 
This motion was seconded by Mr. Doddington, 
and backed by sir Charles Turner, Mr. H. Pet 
Jiam,JMr. Talbot, Mr. Onslow and sir Philip 

x Yorke ; but was strenuously opposed by Mr. 
Shippen, Mr. How, Mr. (lungerford, sir Joseph 
Jekyll, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Bootie, Mr. Wortley 
Montague, sir William Strickland, Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Hutchesoto, Mr. William Pulteney, and sir 
William Wyndham. The objections offered 
•gainst the motion, were, That, by several 

, votes and acts of parliaments, all the exceed- 
ings or Surpluses of public funds were to be ap- 
plied towards the lessening of the Public Debts, 
ob- to the increase of the Sinking Fund; and 
that this disposition could not be altered with- 
out wounding public credit, which was already 
extreme low, since the taking off any part of 
the mortgage could not but lessen the security 
•f the debt. That it was somewhat strange, 
such a motion should be made by those very 
persons who ha*d the honour of being in the ad- 
ministration, who could not have forgot what 
bis Majesty had so strongly recommended from 
the throne, at the opening of this session, 
" That the produce or the Sinking Fund might 
be immediately applied to the uses for which it* 
was so wisely contrived, and to which it now 
stands appropriated/ 1 And that .this motion 
was still the more surprizing, after the large 
Vote of Credit the House had so lately come 
to* To all this the Court-Party answered* 
That the Surpluses on Coals could not b$ 
deemed a part of the Sinking Fund, since they 
had never been appropriated, but were reserv- 
ed for the disposition of parliament. And the 
question being, at lastj put upon sir William 
Yonge's motion, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 209 voices against &2. 

April 27. Mr. Farrer reported the said Re- 
solutions, which being agreed to, a Bill was 
ordered to be brought in thereupon, which the 
next day was read the first time. 

May 4. The said Bill was read' the third 
time, passed, and sent up to the Lords, and af- 
terwards passed into an Act. 

George the First's last Speech to his 
Parliament.] May 15. The King came to 
the House of Peers, with the usual, state, and 
the Commons attending, his l)fajesty gave the 
Toyal assent to several Bills ; after which, the' 
Lord Chancellor read his Majesty's Speech to 
both Houses, as follows : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" I acquainted you at the opening of this 
session, with the dangers which threatened this 
kingdom, and the peace and liberties of Eu- 
rope. L am now to return you my thanks for 
the zeal and dispatch with which you have 
proceeded upon the several points I then re- 
commended to your care; for, the confidence 



you have reposed in me ;«and for the assurance* 
you have given me of your support and aaswi- 
ance in vindication of my honour nod in the 
maintenance and defence of the undoubted 
rights and privileges of this nation, so openly 
and notoriously invaded and attacked. - 

" The siege of Gibraltar proves, beyond all 
dispute, the end and design of tjie engagements 
entered into by the emperor and the king of 
Spain ; but the preparations I had made for 
the defence of that place, and . the bravery of 
rojr troops, will, I doubt not, convince them of 
the rasnness and folly of that under takiog. 
However, the love of peace has hitherto- pre- 
vailed upon me, even under this high provo* 
cation, to suspend, in some measure, my re- 
sentments ; and instead of having immediate 
recourse to arms, and demanding of my allies 
that assistance which they are engaged and 
ready to give me, I have concurred with the 
most Christian King and the States General, in 
making such overtures of accommodation, as 
must convince all the world of the uprightness 
of our intentions, and of our sincere disposition 
to peace; and demonstrate to whose ambition 
and thirst of power the calamities of a war are 
to be imputed, if these just and reasonable 
propositions are rejected. In the mean time, 
I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the 
crown of Sweden has acceded to the Treaty of 
Hanover, and that the Convention between me, 
his most Christian Majesty, and the v king of 
Denmark, is actually signed. ' 1 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
, " The vigour and chearfuTness you have 
shewn, in raising so effectually, and upon sued 
easy terms, the necessary Supplies for the ser- 
vice of the current year, are not only instances 
of your zeal and affection to me, but demon- 
strate the established credit, power, and 
strength of this kingdom. - 
" .My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" It would have been a great satisfaction to 
me, if before your separation I had been able 
to speak to you more ^positively, and wkb 
greater, certainty, upon the present posture and 
state of affairs : but as you have now dispatch- 
ed the public business, and as the season of 
the year requires your going into your respec- 
tive countries, I choose rather to put an end to 
this session, than to keep you any longer toge- 
ther unnecessarily. The provisions - you have 
made, and the perfect union and harmony be- 
tween me and my allies, will, I hope, enable 
me, by the Divine Assistance, either to with- 
stand and defeat the designs of our enemies, if 
their conduct shall bring upon us the necessity 
of a war ; or to improve the blessings- of peace 
if peace can, with justice, honour and security, 
be obtained."* 

— — — , ■ . ' ■ ■ - - i i fa 

* " At this period, Walpole stood in the high- 
est estimation with the king and nation ; and 
bis pacific sentiments were so well known, that 
all who desired the blessiog-of peace, wished 
for his continuance in office ; yet rumours. oXa 
change in administration* were believed and 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King's 
Cwnmaad, prorogued the Parbameat jto Uie 
anb of June. 



Death of, George the First. 

George the First had not visited bis German 
dominions these two years, and, therefore, soon 
after the breaking up of the parliament, he pre- 



circulated; and a formal attempt was made by 
Bolingbroke, in co-operation with the duchess 
of Kendal, to obtain his removal, and to sub- 
stitute himself in his place. A full account of 
this intrigue, which has occasioned various 
conjectures and uncertain speculations, is here 
given from undoubted authorities. 

"The Duchess of Kendal, who, by the 
death of lady Darlington, remained without a 
rival in the confidence of the King, had, in con- 
sideration ofl 1,000/. assured lord Bolingbroke 
that she would obtain his complete restoration ; 
bux having failed in effecting her premise, she 
threw the whole blame on sir Robert Walpole 
as the person who obstructed the King's designs 
in his favour : and though she was inclined to 
second all attempts for the purpose ol obtain- 
ing his disgrace, yet many circumstances pre- 
vented her from exerting her influence in fa- 
favour of Bolingbroke. 

" She was become timid* and cautious; 
fearful of distressing the mind of the king, who 
was declining in years and health, and easily 
depressed. She was unwilling to offend the 
ministers, who, besides the payment of a pen- 
sion of 7,500/. from the Exchequer, which it de- 
pended on their punctuality to discharge, se- 
cured her good-will by private presents, and 
supplied her with various means of gratifying 
her rapaoiousness. She affected great concern 
for the interest of England, and sacrificed to 
her own tranquillity the concerns of the Hano- 
verian junto. Under these circumstances, it 
was no easy task to rouse her active exertions ; 
but Bolingbroke paid assiduous court ; his wife 
was no less constant in her attendance, and 
both anxiously watched for a favourable op- 
portunity, which at length seemed to present 
itself. 

44 The eldest son of sir Robert Walpole had 
been appointed ranger of Richmond Park, 
and the. minister, while anew lodge was build 
lag, took a small tenement on Richmond Hill, 
where the King after shooting occasionally dined 
with him, and passed the afternoon drinking 
punch, of which he was excessively fond, in. an 
easy and convivial manner. 

" The- duchess, alarmed at this familiar, in 
tercourse, and anxious to render these visits 
less fVequeut, attempted, by means of some 
of her German friends, who were generally of 
the party, to break up the meeting sooner 
than .the usual time of retiring ; but their at- 
tempts having jk) effect, the duchess listened 
•ihe overtures of Bolingbroke, who artfully fo- 
3 



pared for bis journey to Hanover, where he 
thought to enjoy the fruit of bis labours in peace, 
or continue his endeavours for the good of the 
common cause. Having appointed the lords jus- 
tices for the administration of the government 
he embarked at Greenwich, on board the Caro- 
lina yacht, the 8d of June, attended by the 
earl of Hay and the lord Townshend. The king 
landed, on the 7th, at Vaert in Holland, where 
he lay that night. The next day he proceeded 
on his journey to Hanover ; and, on the 9th of 



mented her jealousy against sir Robert Wal- 
pole, and prevailed on her to second his efforts. 

" He drew up a long memorial, full of invec- 
tives against the minister, which the duchess of* 
Kendal secretly delivered to the King. - After 
stating in Various instances the misconduct of 
administration, he concluded by requesting an 
audience, and undertook to demonstrate that 
the kingdom must inevitably be ruined, should 
sir Robert Walpole continue at the* head of 
the treasury. The King put this memorial into 
the hands of the minister, who* concluded, that 
the person who conveyed it, could not be igno- 
rant of the contents : after some inquiry, he 
traced it to the duchess of Kendal, who, on 
being interrogated, acknowledged that she had 
delivered it, and attempted tojustify her conduct 
by frivolous excuses. Walpole, in reply, only, 
entreated her as a favour, to second the instances 
of Bolingbroke* and to procure for him that 
audience which be so earnestly solicited. The 
duchess, after several endeavours to excuse 
herself, promised compliance ; and at a proper 
interval, Walpole besought the King to grant 
an audience to Bolingbroke ; and urged the 
propriety, by observing, that if this request 
was rejected, much clamour would be raised 
against him for keeping the King to himself, 
and for permitting none to approach his person 
who might tell unwelcome truths. 

" The King declined complying in so posi- 
tive a manner, that Walpole could not venture 
to press it any farther in person.; but waited 
on the duchess to renew his application. He 
found lady Bolingbroke on a 'visit, and when 
she retired,, was informed, that the King was 
unwilling to admit Bolingbroke, on a supposi- 
tion that it would make him uneasy. Walpole 
repeated his earnest entreaties, . and declared 
that he could not be easy, until the audience 
was granted. These pressing solicitations finally 
„ Jiad their effect ; and Bolingbroke was admitted 
into the closet. 

" While Walpole was attending in an ad- 
joining apartment, lord Lech me re came, and 
demanded admission for the signature of papers, 
which he had brought as chancellor of the 
duchy of .Cornwall. He was informed that 
Bolingbroke was with the King, and that Wal- 
pole was also waiting. In the midst of his 
surprise, Bolingbroke coming out, Lechmere 
instantly rushed into the closet, and without 
making any apology, or entering upon his own 
business, burst out into the most violent in- 
vectives against Walpole, whom he reviled as 



Digitized by 



Google 



5711 PAUL. WSTjMsY, li Okotos I 

' June, between ten and eleven at night, arrived 
at Delden, in all appearance of perfect health. 
He supped there very heartily, and eat an 
orange, but no melon, as was reported ; and, 

not contented with doing mischief himself, hut 
as having introduced one who was, if possible, 
worse than himself, to be his assistant. The 
King, delighted with this mistake, calmly asked 
him, if he would undertake the office of prime 
minister. Lecbmere made no reply, but con- 
tinued pouring forth bis invectives, and finally 
departed without having offered any of the 
papers to sign. Walpole found the Ring so 
highly diverted and 'occupied with this incident, 
that it was some time before he bad an oppor- 
tunity of enquiring the subject of Bolingbroke's 
conversation. The King slightly answered, 
" Bagatelles, bagatelles." 

" Thus was this formidable attack defeated 
by the prudence and firmness of the minister; 
the King continued his confidential visits, and 
on his departure for Hanover, ordered him to 
have the lodge in Richmond Park finished 
against his return. 

" Such is the account of this, extraordinary 
transaction, given by Walpole himself; yet 
other reports have been circulated, which de- 
serve consideration. Bolingbroke so confidently 
and repeatedly asserted, that on the King's re- 
turn from Hanover, be should be appointed mi- 
nister, that this opinion obtained belief, not only 
from his friends and partisans, but from others 
who were less inimical to the minister, and less 
desirous of bis fall. Swift expresses bis hopes 
on the subject, with his usual freedom, in a let- 
ter to Dr. Sheridan, May 13th, 1797 ; and A t- 
terbury drew 'up a memorial to cardinal Fleury, 
in which he treated the fail of the minister as a 
certain event. Pelhara also told speaker On- 
slow, that at this period, Walpole was so* con* 
vinced of Bolingbroke's intended elevation, as 
to have adopted the resolution of resigning and 
accepting a peerage, hut was deterred by the 
remonstrances of the duke of Devonshire, and 
the representations of the Princess of Wales, 
who < dissuades* him from accepting an office 
which would incapacitate him for taking bis 
accustomed lead m the House of Commons. 

On the other hand, Horace Walpole, lady 
, . Walsingham, and the duchess of Kendal her- 
self, in a conversation with Sir Matthew Decker, 
asserted that the King did not intend to dismiss 
Walpole. It is not difficult, however, to recon- 
cile these contradictory reports. It was natural 
•for Bolingbroke to propagate an opinion tend- 
ing to exalt his own importance; it is probable 
that Walpole, in a peevish moment of dissatis- 
faction, might have expressed a resolution nf 
retiring; and the whole account might possibly 
bave received its greatest authority from Wal- 
pole's own declaration, that knowing the vena- 
lity of the duchess of Kendal, her ascendancy 
errer the King, and the influence of Bolingbroke 
over her, he was not without apprehensions that 
her efforts might harm finally auxceedenV' 
CcWsWsJpoiftv 
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having retted well that night, set out 
den about four the 'next morning, 
eight and nine be ordered the coach to sMKh* 
order to make water, and perceiving, that one 
of his hands hung motionless, said, ' I cannot 
move this hand.' Monsieur Fabrice rubbed it 
.with both his, bat to no effect; upon which he 
called the surgeon (who followed on horseback) 
who rubbed it also with spirits. In this inter- 
val the king's eves and month began to move 
strangely, and his tougae to swell, so that be 
could not speak. The surgeon, taking it for an 
apoplectic fit, opened a vein, and the King re- 
covered his speech, so as to say, * Hasten to 
Osnaburg ;' but immediately fell into a slum- 
ber in Fabrice's arms. As the violent motion 
of the coach could not keep the King awake, 
Fabrice asked the surgeon, What he thought of 
him ? who answered, he despaired of his life. 
Fabrice ordered bira to take care of him, and 
rid post himself from the last stage to Osnaburg, 
to prepare the duke of York, the King's bro- 
ther, for such unexpected news- Hie King 
being arrived there about ten, was immediately 
carried to, bed, where he continued speechless 
and in agonies till two o'clock in the morning, 
on Sunday the 11th of June, when he expired 
in the 68th year of his age,, and 13th of his 
reign ; and was interred at Hanover, among his 
ancestors.* 

* " The King departed for Hanover on the 
3rd of June ; he enjoyed perfect health till he 
arrived at Delden. He was entertained by the 
count de Twittel, at a country house about 30 
miles from that town. The King eat some me- 
lons after supper, which probably caused the 
indigestion of which he died. He returned 
that evening to Delden, and set out early" the 
next morning, after having breakfasted on a 
cup of chocolate.. On bis arrival at Bentheim, 
the King felt himself indisposed, but continued 
his journey in opposition to the repeated en- 
treaties of his suite. His indisposition in- 
creased, and when he arrived at Ippenburen, be 
was quite lethargic ; his band feu down as if 
lifeless, and his tongue hung out of bis month. 
He gave, -however, signs of life, by continually 
crying out, as well as be could articulate, Osna- 
burg, Osnaburg. This impatience to reach Os- 
naburg, induced the attendants not to stop at 
Ippenburen, but to hasten on, in' hopes of 
arriving at that city before he died. But it 
was too late. The exact time and place of his 
death/ cannot be ascertained ; but it is most 
probable, that he expired either as the carriage 
was ascending the hill near Ippenburen, or on 
the summit. On their arrival at the palace of 
his brother, the bishop of Osnaburg, he) was Im- 
mediately bled, but aH attempts to recover aim 
proved ineffectual. A courier had been dis- 
patched to the duchess of Kendal, who had re- 
mained at Delden, with the account of tbe 
King's dangerous situation ; he' met her on' the 
road, about two mile* the other side of the 
Rhine; but as she was hastening on, another 
cfurlav announce* hit death. She beat kt* 
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Thus died George the First, who may truly This good fortune, which is, often the reward of 

lye considered as more fortunate in more im- virtue, and as often the effect of prudence, at- 

portant circumstances of his life and affairs, tended him as well before as after his acces- 

than any prince of the last or present century, sion to the crown of Great-Britain. The esta* 



breast, tore her hair, and gave signs of extreme 
grief ; and then dismissing the English ladies 
who accompanied her, took the road to Bruns- 
wic, where she coutinued three months.* 

" Lord Townsbend, who was on his journey 
to Hanover, repaired instantly to Osnaburg, 
where be arrived oh the 22d, early in the morn- 
ing; but finding the King* demised, he wrote a 
letter of condolence and congratulation to the 
Dew sovereign, and taking post, pursued his 
journey to England. 

" Before I conclude the reign of George the 
First, one remarkable fact must not be omitted. 
As the King could not readily speak English, 
nor sir Robert Walpole French, the minister 
was obliged to deliver his sentiments in Latin ; 
and as neither could converse in that language 
with readiness and propriety, Walpole was fre- 
quently heard to say, that during the reign of 
the first George, he governed the kingdom by 
means of bad Latin. It is a matter of wonder, 
that under such disadvantages, the King should 
take pleasure in transacting business with him} 
a circumstance principally owing to the me- 
thod and perspicuity of his calculations, and to 
the extreme facility with which he arranged and 
explained the most abstruse and difficult com- 
binations of finance. . 

" It has been already observed, that George 
the First had, by a left-handed marriage, es- 
poused the duchess of Kendal, though his real 
wife, the unfortunate Sophia Dorothy, was still 
ative. Sophia was the only child of William 
duke of Zeil, by Eleauor d'Emiers/of the house 
of Olbreuse, in France ; she was born in 1666, 
and her hand was courted by the most power- 
ful princes of Germany. His father Ernest 
Augustus having once designed him for the 
princess Anne, afterwards queen of England; 
he actually went to England to pay bis ad- 
dresses, and was we|l received and approved 
by the whole court. But he was recalled by 
his father, who had suddenly concluded a match 
for him with bis cousin. 

" Sophia, at the time of their marriage, was 
only sixteen years of age, and was a princess of 
great personal charms and mental endow- 



* The duchess of Kendal was sister of Fre- 
deric Achutius, count of Schulenburgh and 
Hedlen. Petronelle Melesina,* countess of 
Walsingham, who afterwards married the earl 
of Chesterfield, was supposed to be her daugh- 
ter by George the First, though she was consi- 
dered as her niece. The duchess returned to 
England, aud died in 1743 at a very advanced 
age. She principally resided at Kendal House, 
Isleworth, which was after her death converted 
into a tea garden. Her immense property was 
divided amongst her Qerman relations, and the 
countess of Chesterfield. 



meuts; yet her attractions did not retain the' 
affections of her husband. After she had 
brought him a son and a daughter, he neglected 
his amiable consort, and attached himself to a 
favourite mistress. 

" Such was the situation of Sophia, when 
count Konigsmark, a Swedish nobleman, 
arrived at Hanover. He was a man of a good 
figure, and professed gallantry ; had been for- 
merly enamoured of Sophia at Zell, and was 
supposed to have made some impression on 
her heart. On the sight of her, his passion, 
which had been diminished by absence, broke 
out with increasing violence ; he had the im- 
prudence publicly to renew his attentions ; and 
as George was absent at the army, made his 
solicitations with redoubled ardour. Informa- 
tion of his attachment, and of his success, was 
conveyed to Ernest Augustus ; and one even- 
ing, as the count came out of her apartment, 
and was crossing a passage, he was put to death 
by persons placed to intercept him, in the pre- 
sence of the elector ; and tradition still marks 
the spot where this assassination was com- 
mitted. Sophia was immediately put under 
arrest; and though she solemnly protested her 
innocence, yet circumstances spoke strongly 
against her. . 

" George, who never loved his wife^ gave im- 
plicit credit to the account of her infidelity, as 
related by bis father; consented to her im- 
prisonment, and obtained from the ecclesias- 
tical consistory, a divorce, which was passed 
on the 28tb of December 1694. And even 
her father, the duke of Zell, who doated on 
bis only daughter, does not seem to have en- 
tertained any doubts of her guilt; for he con- 
tinued upon the strictest terms of friendship 
with Ernest Augustus, and bis son-in ^aw. 

" The 1 unfortunate Sophia was confined in 
the castle of Aiden, situat d on the small river 
Aller, in the ducby of Zell. She terminated 
her miserable existence, after a long captivity 
of thirty-two years, on the 13th of November 
1726, in the 6ixty-first year of her age, only 
seven months before the death of George the 
First ; and she was announced in the Gazette, 
under the title of the Electress Dowager of 
Hauover. K 

"During her whole confinement, she be- 
haved with no less mildness than dignity ; and 
on receiving the sacrament once every week, 
never omitted on that awful occasion, making 
the most solemn asseverations, that she was 
not guilty of the crime laid to ber charge. 
Subsequent circumstances have come to light, 
which appear to justify her memory; and re- 
ports are current at Hanover, that her charac- 
ter was basely defamed, and that she foil a sa- 
crifice to the jealousy and perfidy of the countpsa 
of Platen, favourite mistress of Ernest Au- 
gustus. Being enamoured of .count Konig- 
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.biishment of the electoral dignity in his family, 
"'was a work which, though begun by his father, 
was reserved for him finally to accomplish. A 
large accession of dominion fell to him by his 
succeeding to the dukedom of Zell, whereby 
he became one of the*greatest princes of Ger- 
many, and by far the most powerful person 
that ever stood next heir to the British throne. 
The duchy of Bremen, and the bishopric of 
Osnaburg, considerably strengthened his in- 
terests in the empire, and gave an additional 
weight to the Protestant cause. 

But his good fortune appeared in nothing so 
remarkable as in the removal of tjiose seem- 
mgfyjn vincible obstacles to his succession to 
the crown of these kingdoms. Queen Anne 
had high notions of hereditary right; and, in 
the latter part of her reign, slavish doctrines in 
support of the indefeasibleness of that right, 
were avowed in numerous addresses. Prepa- 
rations were made for the execution of pur- 
poses well understood, though not expressly 
avowed. The ministers, and all who had been 
the sure supports of the Hanover succession, 
had been disgraced. Many favourable con- 
cessions , were made to our often defeated ene- 
mies, who, both by interest and inclination, 
were the protectors and friends of the Pre- 

smark, who slighted her overtures, jealousy 
took possession of her breast : she determined 
to sacrifice both the lover and the princess to 
her vengeance, and circumstances favoured her 
design. 

" The prince was absent at the army : Ernest 
- Augustus was a man of warm passions and 
violent temper, easily irritated, and when irri- 
gated, incapable of controul. Sophia herself 
had treated count Konigsmark with regard and 
attention, and the lover was hot-headed, self- 
sufficient, priding himself on his' personal ac- 
complishments, and Accustomed to succeed in 
affairs of gallantry. 

" Those who exculpate Sophia, assert either 
that a common visit was construed into an act 
of criminality ; or that the countess of Platen, 
at \ a late hour, summoned count Konigsmark 
in the nrtrae of the princess, though without 
her connivance; that on being 'introduced, 
Sophia was surprised at his intrusion ; that on 
quitting the apartment, he was discovered by 
Ernest Augustus, Whom the countess had 
placed in the gallery, and was instantly assassi- 
nated by persons whom she had suborne4 for 
Ithat purpose. 

'* It i$ impossible, at this distance of time,' 
to discover and trace the circumstances' of this 
mysterious transaction, on which no person at 
the court of Hanover durst at that time deliver 
his opinion. But the sudden murder of count 
.Konigsmark may be urged as a corroboration 
of this statement : for , bad his guilt, and that 
of Sophia been unequivocal, would he not 
have been arrested and brought to a trial for 
the purpose of proving their connection and 
confronting him with the unfortunate princess? 
t " Many persons of credit at Hanover have 
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tender. The administration of aflati* was 
committed to the most daring and determined, 
and the nation deluded into * madness fSr de- 
struction. But, amidst these apprehensions 
and dangers, the queen's sudden and unexpect- 
ed death gave the fortunate elector of Hanover 
an easy and unmolested accession, to the 
throne. 

King George did not labour under king Wil- 
liam's first disadvantages. His and their coun- 
tries enemies were well known, and could with 
no colour of right demand confidence and 
power. After strong professions of submission 
and loyalty, many actually entered into re- 
bellion ; and greater numbers wished it success. 
The murmurings and complaints, which were 
occasioned by the disgrace of the general and 
ministry, who bad raised the credit and glory 
of the nation to an height before unknown, 
had been resented as unpardonable affronts to 
the royal prerogative : And yet, when (he suc- 
cessor removed those,' from whom he had re- 
ceived many indignities, and of whose mea- 
sures and designs to defeat him of his royal 
dignity, he had many and undoubted proofs, 
this was represented as extreme partiality and 
injustice ; and in public, and on the most so- 
lemn occasions, it was pleaded as a just provo- 

not scrupled, since the death of Ernest Au- 
gustus and George the First, to express their 
belief that the imputation cast on Sophia was 
false and unjust. It is also reported, that her 
husband having made an offer of reconciliation, 
she gave this noble and disdainful answer of 
haughty .virtue, unconscious of stain: •* If 
what I am accused of is true, I am unworthy 
of his bed ; and if my accusation is false, bs 
is unworthy of me ; I will not accept his offers." 

"-George the Second, who doated on his 
mother, was fully convinced of her innocence. 
He once made an attempt to see her, and even 
crossed the Aller on horseback, opposite to the 
castle, but was prevented from having an in- 
terview by the baron de Bulow, to whose care 
the elector, her husband, had committed her. 
Had she survived hisiaccession, be intended to 
restore her to liberty, and acknowledge^ her as 
queen dowager. Her memory was so dear to 
him, that he secretly kept her portrait in his 
possession : and the morning after the news of 
the death of George the. First had reached 
London, Mr. Howard observed (in the anti- 
chamber of the king's apartment) a picture of 
a woman in the electoral robes, which proved 
^ to be that of Sophia. 

" George the Second told queen Caroline, 
that in making some repairs in the palace of 
Hanover, the bones of count Konigsmark 
were fouud under the floor of the antichamber 
which led to the apartment of Sophia. The 
queen mentioned thisract s to sir Robert Wal- 
poie. and in various conversations which she 
held on this subject, she appeared fully con- 
vinced of her innocence ; an opinion which the 
minister himself constantly adhered to." Goxe't 
Walpole. - 
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cation to rebellion, and all punishments of the 
'authors of so muck mischief and misery w«re 
opposed' under the pretence of being acts of 
inhumanity and cruelty. 

These are many circumstances not publicly 
known, which, if brought to the light, would 
demonstrate the king's extraordinary good for- 
tune in defeating the rebellion. Besides what 
broke out in the North, the associations and pre- 
parations in the South and the West were great 
and numerous. Caution, Tearfulness, and delay, 
pcevented the execution of measures, which 
could hardly have failed of proving fatal to the 
government, Such a multitude of enemies in 
so inauy places would have divided the troops, 
and have rendered the army insignificant in the 
defence of the whole. The march of part of tlie 
rebels into England, their trifling at Preston, 
and their speedy, defeat, were of unspeakable 
advantage, by effectually discouraging insur- 
rection* in many other places; whereas a few 
days march further would have very much 
swelled their numbers, and given them a dan- 
gerous strength. 

But nothing could be more fortunate to the 
king than the death of X^ewis 14, of France, 
From him the rebels would have received ail 
sorts of succours and supplies. Bigotry and 
revenge animated the whole French nation 
with unanimous zeal for the success of the 
Pretender. And even a minority, a contested 
regency, and the probable need, which the re- 
gent might have of our support, did not pre- 
vent all assistance. However, those circum- 
stances proved a powerful restraint ; and the 
situation of the/ neighbouring nations was an 
eminent security to this reign. The utmost 
degree of aversion and jealousy subsisted be- 
tween the regent of France and the court of 
Madrid ; which was properly improved by de- 
stroying the growing naval power of Spain ; 
and our surprizing and complete advantage in 
this affair utterly disappointed the vast designs 
pf an able and enterprising minister. 

The invasion and rebellion, in 1719, are the 
less remembered, because not one person suf- 
fered death on that account. The Spanish 
fleet with 5,000 soldiers^ suffered so much io a 
storm, as to be obliged to return home ; but 
about 400 of them landed in Scotland, where 
they were joined' by a considerable body of 
Highlanders, but were soon defeated,, by an 
inferior number of the king's forces. 

The king of Sweden's death was far from 
feeing the least considerable of many favour* 
able events ; for, had that implacable monarch 
lived* his designs against Denmark would pro* 
Vably have succeeded; and then he would 
feaye had full leisure and opportunity for trans- 
porting his hardy troops into Scotland, 

But, on the other hand, how great and un- 
common soever the king's good fortune was in 
(smpving all obstructions, and firmly establishing 
Mmtelf in the throne, it Was not without some 
allay. Had his succession taken place before 
the change of the ministry, and the disgrace 
*£ the general, ;t would ba«e been iaAnjteJy 
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mora happy, not only for the najUou.bu^for the 
lasting tranquillity and liberties, of Europe* 
France would then have been compelled to give 
up the Spanish monarchy. By advantages io> 
trading to the dominions of Spain, in Europe 
and America, 1 and by several concessions, Wev 
should have had ample means of repairing the 
losses sustained in a long, and expensive war. 
The House of Bourbon had been reduced' 
within their proper bounds, and ceased to hay* 
been the terror and scourge of their neighbour* 
To this may be added, that king George oamA 
to a people who had been corrupted both in* 
their political and religious notions, and had 
been taught an aversion to our natural al- 
lies, and to all foreign Protestants, while eft 
esteem, and affection for France, and a tender* 
ness for many doctrines of Popery had bee* 
infused into them with great success; and 
these prejudices had indisposed the nation tot 
submit to a Protestant prince* while the dan* 
gers from a popish one were, not attended to. 
The advantages likewise of a prosperous waiy 
and many valuable branches of commerce hail 
been given up or negated ; and. the revenue 
was loaded with a very heavy debt* The an* 
thors of these calamities had the art and. as* 
su ranee to impute the consequences of them ta* 
the king and his ministers; and their peace- 
making had left Europe in such a state, and 
their principles infected the nation to such a 
degree* that a good body of regular troops was 
absolutely necessary to the safety of the na- 
tion; and yet this was exclaimed against as in- 
slaving it. 

The moderate and sure methods of discharg- 
ing the public debts which had been offered, 
having been neglected, the South-Sea scheme 
took place, to the great misfortune and dis- 
grace of this reign, as well as of the nation in 
general ; and though men of all parties and 
degrees upon this occasion equally renounced 
common sense sad honesty, yet they t£nis- 
ferredthe whole blame frem themselves to the 
government. But whateset mistakes or mtm 
fortunes happened, they cannot justly be tav 
puted to the king, whose integrity and geo4 
designs were eminent and undoubted, and hit 
resolution to govern agreeable to our laws and 
constitution steady and unalterable ; though 
the best understanding, and the best disposU 
tion are not always secure from the. arts of 
bold and ambitious men. 

With regard to the management of a$et*t 
abroad, a due attention was paid to the feeble 
and corrupt state of our allies ; and the eeget 
and hasty disposition of the people fc$ war, 
their perpetual, complaints of the wisest eon* 
duct, cavilling at the most affecting successes* 
aoon growing weary of the e* pence, and long* 
ing for peace on any terms, were well eon* 
sidered ; but at the same time the dignity and 
honour of the nation were maintained in eat 
methods of composing the disorders and disr 
turbances ; which was performed, with as little 
essence and hazard as. possible ; and proven* 
tatwe aad defensive mature* were, the mm 

2P 
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and safe politics, the happiness and glory of 
his reign. 

As king James, instead . of giving the laws 
their .proper course, assumed a power to dis- 
pense with them ; and as queen Anne was 
flattered into a persuasion that the legal au- 
thority was unlimited ; KiDg George, on the 
contrary, desired no power but what enabled 
, him Co promote the welfare of his subjects, and 
was too wise to deem those his friends who 
would have made their court to him by the 
profession of an obedience which they never 
practised, and which has always proved fatal 
to those princes who have put it to the trial. 
He had given a proof his sovereign virtues be- 
fore he exercised them in this nation. Hisna- 
tural inclination to justice led him to rule his 
German subjects in the same manner that our 
constitution directed him to govern the English. 
He regarded civil liberties as the natural rights 
of mankind, and therefore indulged them to a 
people who pleaded no other claim to them 
than his own goodness. The consistency of 
his behaviour was sucb that he inflexibly pur- 
sued those measures which appeared the most 
just and equitable. As he was most prudent 
in laying proper schemes, he was no less re- 
markable for his steadiness in accomplishing 



what he had once concerted. To this uni- 
formity and firmness of mind whidi appeared 
in all his proceedings, the successes that at- 
tended him were chiefly owing. His martial 
virtues were no less conspicuous than his civil, 
though for the good of his subjects he studied 
to decline all occasions of iniutary glory. He 
had acquired great reputation in his younger 
days, in Hungary and the Morea, when be 
fought against the Turks, as well as in Ger- 
many and Flanders, where he commanded 
against the disturber of the peace of Europe. 
And, as if personal courage was an hereditary 
virtue of his family, three of his. brothers fell 
gloriously in the field, fighting against the ene- 
mies of their country, and his son (his present 
majesty king George 2.) fought with the bravery 
of his father at the battle of Audenarde, when 
the sons of France and the ' Pretender fled be- 
fore him. 

As to his more private virtues, he was of a 
grave, easy, and calm temper, and generous 
upon all occasions ; and the serenity and be- 
nignity of his mind discovered themselves in 
his countenance, and captivated the love and 
veneration of all, who approached him * 

j TindaL — ~- 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 

AD. 1727. 



Accession of George the Second.] On 
Wednesday the 14th of June 1727, about 
three o'clock in the afternoon, a messenger 
brought the news of the death of King George the 
first to sir Robert Walpole, then at.Chelsea, who 
immediately carried it to the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales* at Richmond; Whereupon their 

" * The news of the king's death had no 
sooner reached London, than a general belief 
was current that the administration would be 
totally changed. It was credited, that sir Ro- 
bert 'Walpole had irretrievably offended the 
new king, when prince of Wales, as he had 
been frequently heard to protest, that when he 
came to the throne, that minister should never 
be employed. 

" Pulteney, before their open ropture, had 
informed the prince of Wales of some disre- 
spectful expressions used on a former occasion, 
and told Jiim that he was sold to his father's 
ministers, by persons who considered nothing 
but -themselves and their own interest, and 
were in haste to make their fortunes. Since 
their quarrel, he bad undoubtedly exaggerated 



royal lughnesses came with all speed to Lei- 
cester House. Here they found several Lords 
of the Privy Council, and many other persons 
of distinction, who drew up and signed a Pro- 
clamation for proclaiming his royal highness 
King of these realms ; but it being then late at 
night, the ceremony was put off till the next 

this representation, and, as he continued on 
good terms at Leicester house, naturally used 

.his whole credit against Walpole. 

" Bolingbroke and the. Tories had also ca- 
balled at Leicester house, and were supported 
by the whole weight and influence of the fa- 
vourite, Mrs. Howard. Swift also, in a letter 
to his friend Dr. Sheridan, mentions the hopes 
of the Tories, and the certain dismission of 
Walpole. In fact, Walpole himself was at 
this moment convinced of his removal, and 
yet was well satisfied that his exclusion could 
not be of long continuance. Iu conformity 

- with these sentiments, he said to his friend sir 
William Yonge, ' I shall certainly go out ; but 
' let me recommend you not tolgo into, violent 
^ opposition, as we must soon come in again.' 
4. 



Digitized by 



Ml] PARL ftlST. > Georgk DL ntit.— Accession of George the Second. £591 

morning. In the mean time, his Majesty And afterwards, his Majesty, in council, 

caused all the Lords and others of the late was pleased to make the following Declare- 

King's Privy Council, to' be sworn of his Ma* tion, viz. , ' 

jesty's Privy Council. « The sudden 'and unexpected death of the 



In this moment of probable disgrace, Walpole 
was deserted by many of his friends ; and sir 
Spencer Compton, whom the king had already 
avowed his intention of appointing minister, 
became the idol of the day. But the event 
turned out otherwise, and the public expecta- 
tions were disappointed. 

" It is now well known, that the continuance 
of the new administration was principally 
-owing to the influence of queen Caroline ; and 
writers of great credit, but not acquainted 
-with the interior sitoation of Leicester house 
at that period, have not scrupled to ascribe her 
patronage of sir Robert Walpole, solely to the 
offers which be made to obtain from parlia- 
ment a jointure of 100,000/. a year, when sir 
Spencer Compton could only venture to pro- 
pose 60,000/. as if motives of sordid interest 
bad alone induced the queen to protect the 
minister; and as if her conduct was derived 
from an instantaneous impulse, unconnected 
with any previous communication or inter- 
course. The offer had doubtless its due effect; 
but a number of circumstances combined to 
influence her in favour of sir Robert Walpole. 

* " The queen was by no means ignorant of 
his character and abilities. While he was in 
•opposition to government, from 1717 to 1720, 
be had continued in the highest favour with 
the prince of Wales. During this period, a 
woman of her good sense, could not fail of 
distinguishing that capacity for business, those 
powers of intellect, which raised him to the 
bead of his party ; and his wise and able con- 
duct upon the failure of the South Sea scheme, 
naturally increased this prepossession in his 
favour. 

u He had, in conjunction with lord Towns- 
bend, gratified the prince of Wales, by ob- 
taining from the king the gaiter for the earl of 
Scarborough. And count Broglio, the French 
embassador, observes on this' occasion, 4 That 

* ministers not unfrequrntly procured places 
P for those persons who" were attached to the 

* prince, from the consideration that the time 
1 might come, when such a conduct would turn 

* out to their advantage/ \ 

* The duke of Devonshire, who had always 
been the great friend and supporter of Wal- 
pole, had continued on good terms with the 
princess of Wales. He had strongly impressed 
her with sentiments of high regard for his abi- 
lities and ministerial capacity, and had repre- 
sented him as the person who had principally 
counteracted the intrigues of the Jacobites, 
discovered the plot of bishop Atterbury, and 
whose good offices were essentially employed 
in preserving the family on the throne. Nor 
can a stronger proof be alledged of the height* 
to which this confidential intercourse was car- 
Tied, than that the resolution which he bad 
•nc« formed to resign, was communicated by 



the duke of Devonshire to the princess, ami 
that she persuaded him to relinquishTthe design. 
. " But the principal cause which secured to 
bim the protection of the queen, was his pru- 
dent behaviour in regard to Mrs. Howard. »He 
had penetration sufficient to foresee, that 
George the Second would be governed by his 
wife, whom lie adored, and of whose abilities 
and good sense he had formed the highest foea, 
anrf not by his mistress, of whose judgment he 
never entertained any favourable opinion. The 
minister had always treated the princess of 
Wales with the highest respect, and declined 
paying court to Mrs. Howard ; a mode of con- 
duct, which, according to the opinion of super-, 
ficial observers would inevitably bring on bis 
disgrace, but which, in effect, contributed to 
1jis continuance in office. A contrary mode of 
proceeding had inspired the queen with an in- 
vincible aversion to Pulteney, Bolingbroke, 
and the Tories. Hence she used all her in- 
fluence with the king not to change the admi- 
nistration. ' " 

" The account of the king's death was 
brought first to the minister at Chelsea, in a 
dispatch from lord Townshend, who had ac- 
companied George the first »|o the continent. 
He instantly repaired ro*the palace at Rich- 
mond. The king was then retired, as was >hrs 
usual custom, to his afternoon's nap. On being 
informed that his father was dead, he continued 
for some time incredulous, until he was told 
that the minister was waiting in the antieham- 
ber with the express. He at length started 
up, and made his appearance half dressed ; 
but he stiM retained his unbelief, until the dis- 
patch from Townshend was produced. Wal- 
pole having knelt down, and kissed his hand, 
inquired whom his Majesty would be pleased 
to appoint to draw up the declaration to the 
privy council? •* Compton," replied the king 
with great abruptness, and Walpole quitted the 
apartment under the most mortifying impres- 
sions. He. immediately waited on sir Spencer 
Compton with the king's commands, who, un- 
acquainted with the etiquette and forms of 
expression used on the occasion, avowed his 
ignorance, and requested the minister to draw, 
up the declaration. Walpole complied, and 
Compton conveyed it to the king. 

" Walpole passed the two days which imme- 
diately followed the accession of the new King, 
in great agitation and concert, and held seve- 
ral conferences with his friends at Devonshire 
House. Scrope, secretary to the treasury, who 
was admitted to one of these meetings, de- 
scribed the whole company, absorbed hi gloom 
and consternation. Either the next, or the 
following day, Scrope repeated his visit to the 
desponding minister, and found no alteration in 
his mien and appearance. He first encouraged 
him in general terms to hope, and then added 
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King, my dearest, father, bay filled my heart 
with 60 much concern and surprise, that I am 

reasons for that encouragement, which he had 
from one, whose name he could not divulge. 
His friend had informed him, that queen Caro- 
line was displeased with Compton, who had 
been deficient in deference, and respect, and 
had conceived a high opinion of Walpoie's 
ability for finance. She used to converse whir 
, George the First at chapel, on political sub- 
jects ; aud once in particular, having observed 
that a want of proper funds would oblige him 
to disband his Hanover troops, be replied, 
" No, for Waipoie can convert stones into 
gold." This anecdote recurred to her recollec- 
tion ; she communicated it to the King, and 
exerted herself to abate bis predilection for 
Coinpton, and influence him in favour of Wai- 
poie. The truth of the information soon ap- 
^ peared; the queen was assiduously employed m 
removing the prejudices of the King* She re- 
presented the folly and hazard of dismissing a 
well established ministry, and of forming a mot- 
ley cabinet of Whigs and Tories ; and artfully 
took an opportunity of hinting the imprudence 
# of placing a man at the head of the ministry, 
who could not draw up the declaration to be 
laid before the privy council, but was compelled 
to have recourse to him who was about to be 
dismissed ; she also hi o ted to him, that sir Ro- 
bert Walpolt had agreed to carry through the 
House of Commons, an augmentation of 
130,000/. to the civil list. 

. " These representations had their effect ; and 
with them, many other causes co-operated to 
change the King's sentiments. Sir Spencer 
Compton found himself unequal to the weight 
of government, and was not eager to take upon 
him so responsible an office. He was convinced, 
that he could r not bear up against the opposi- 
tion of sir Robert Walpole, who bad so much 
weight in the House of Commons, and who 
would be supported by the united interests of 
Newcastle, Devonshire, Townshend, and the 
great leaders of the Whigs, unless a Tory ad- 
ministration was formed. George the Second 
.was averse to throw himself into the hands of 
the Tories, and yet could not form a new minis- 
try, which promised stability, without taking 
that step. Pultehey, the only man of great 
weight and influence among the Whigs in oppo- 
sition, was by no means attached to the Tories, 
and would not have heartily coalesced with 
them. Bolingbroke was so extremely unpopular, 
that his re-establishment in the House of Lords, 
and his admission into the ministry, would have 
occasioned great murmurs and discontents 
among those who usually supported govern- 
ment. Lord Carteret, the only man of abilities 
who was cordially inclined to join the Tories, 
had little personal consequence, was not the 
leader of any party, and did not possess the 
smallest influence in the House of Commons. 
\ '* The situation of foreign affairs also no lees 
contributed to confirm the King in bis reeok 
lion jmttft remote the uumftry. The treaty of 



at a km, bow to eapreesmyseif upon tats great 

aad melancholy occasion. 

Hanover had been recently , concluded, aad 
the negotiations for the cons ummati o n of that 
alliance were in great forwardness. They had 
been olanned and were conducting by k lord 
Townsuend, in co-operation with France. The 
opposition had warmly resisted the treaty, and 
might have introduced a new plan, which mast 
have deranged and overturned the whole system 
of foreign politics. Cardinal Fieuty, woo then 
governed France, was intimately connected 
with Horace Walpole; lie had adopted the pacific 
sentiments which influenced the English cabi- 
net, and deprecated the change of that system 
which bad kept Europe in peace for so Jong a 
period. When the news of the King's death 
reached Paris, Horace Walpole requested and 
obtained an immediate conference, which took 
place at Versailles on the ensuing day. In this 
conference, the French minister conveyed, is 
the strongest terms, professions of friendship 
from Louis the Fifteenth to George the Second; 
and in bis own name declared bis firm resolu- 
tion to maintain the good understanding be- 
tween the two crowns. Hejdso expressed these 
sentiments in a letter which he wrote on the 
same day to Horace Walpole. Immediately 
after the conference, Horace Walpole quitted 
Paris, without waiting for leave of absence, re- 
paired to London, and delivered his letter to the 
King in person . The King was at first extreme* 
ly dissatisfied with him far quitting his station 
so abruptly ; but during the conference, which 
lasted two hours* be gradually softened, as 
Horace Walpole explained, with great address, 
the relative situations of England and France, 
effaced the ill impressions that he bad enter- 
tained of his and bis brother's coadoct, and 
coufirmed the sentiments of the French caataax, 
which were contained in the letter from oacv 
dinal Fleury. Accordingly, the King Wrote, 
with his own hand, a letter to the cardinal, ia 
which he declared bis resolution to pursue the 
same measures as were pursued by his father, 
and to continue the same ministers woe had 
conducted those measures. 

*" Under these circumstances, the offer which 
had been made to Compton, was the only re- 
maining impediment to the conriaaaaca of 
Walpole. The manner of surmounting this 
difficulty was previously concerted. The 
Queen having, in the presence of Walpole} t*> 
nested to Compton the intimation that the 
King intended to place him at the head of the 
treasury ; - W alpole instantly declared his ready 
acquiescence, and gave assurances of bis " 
assistance and support Compton was 
tremely affected at this instance of his mas 
kindness, and shed tears, as he declared hie is* 
capacity to undertake so arduous a txuas, 

« While this sceae was pasting »a the plains, 
the door of sir Spencer Comptotre haaae sa £a> 
James's Square was besieged by p unarms of al 
ranks, who crowded to pay their count to the 
> JbWatookwa 
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influence and consequence abroad: bat nrjT 
love and affectioo to this country, from my 
knowledge and experience of you, makes me 

- ■ - - - - i - 

the assistance which she gave to the ministry, 
in regulating the conduct of affairs, was of the 
highest advantage both to them and the coun- 
try. She was not unacquainted with the con- 
stitution of England ; and she often prepared 
and smoothed the way towards .obtaining the 
king's consent to measures whicn he had first 
opposed, because they often ran counter to his 
German prejudices, Or to his passion for mili- 
tary glory. 

f u From the time of his accession to the hour 
of her death, the king always appointed her, 
during his absence, regent of the kingdom, and 
an act of parliament was passed for the express 
purpose of exempting her from taking the 
oaths. He uniformly expressed as much satis* 
faction, when the affairs of government were 
conducted hy her, as when they were con* 
ducted hy himself; an honourable testimony 
of his confidence, which she amply merited bf 
her consummate good sense and discretion. 

" In consequence of the reappointment of 
Townshend and Walpole, not a single member 
of the cabinet cooncil was removed, excepting 
the earl of Berkeley, first lord of the Ad* 
miralty, who was replaced by sir George Byng, 
viscount Torrington, the confidential friend of 
Walpole ; and the power of the minister was 
increased by the nomination of several of his 
friends to subordinate offices in the Treasury, 
Admiralty, and other boards of government." 
Coxe's Walpole. 

At the Accession of George 2, the nation 
had great reason to wish for an alteration of 
measures. The public debt, notwithstanding 
the boasted csconomy and management of the 
ministers, notwithstanding the sinking fond, 
which had been extolled as a growing treasure? 
sacred to the discharge of national mconihrancee, 
was now increased to 50 /x6 1,206/. 195. Bd f . 
The kingdom was bewildered in a labyrinth erf 
treaties and conventions, by which it stood en- 
gaged in pecuniary subsidies to many powers 
upon the continent, with whom its real interests 
couW never be connected. The wealth of the 
nation had been lavished upon those foreign 
connexions, upon unnecessary wars, and fruit* 
lees expeditions. Dangerous encroachments 
had been made upon the constitution, by the 
repeal of the act for triennial parliaments; 
by frequent suspensions of the Habeas Corpus 
act upon frivolous occasions: by repealing 
ctooses in the act of settlement ; by votes of 
credit ; by habituating the people to a standing 
army ; and, above all, by establishing a system 
of corruption, winch at all times would secure 
a majority rn parliament. The nature of pre* 
rotative, by which the liberties of tip nation 
had for merry been often endangered, wax now 
so weh 1 understood, and so securely restrained, 
that it could no longer be used rbr the same 
oppressive piipotee: Besides, an avowed et> 



* I am sensible of the weight that mttterii- 
avtely mlks upon me, by taking the government 
of a nation so powerful at home, and of such 

the square in his carriage, he said to a friend 
who woe with him, ' Did you observe how my 

* house is deserted, and how that door is 

* crowded with carriages? To-morrow the scene 
1 will be changed : that house will be deserted, 
' and mine will be more frequented than ever/ 

" As Ins continuance in office was the work 
of the 'Queen, it was through her that it was 
first made known to the public. On the first 
drawing- room which she held at Leicester 
House, lady Walpole, among others* presented 
herself ; but as there was a great crowd, and 
her husband was supposed to have received bis 
, dismission, no one retired, till the Queen per- 
ceiving ber at some distance, beckoned to her, 
ond said, * There I am sure I see a friend in- 
stantly the whole company made way. She 
approached the Queen, and kissed her hand ; 
her Majesty spoke to her in a most gracious 
manner, and lady Walpole, in relating the 
anecdote to her son, from whom I received it, 
added, 4 and in returning I might have walked 
V upon their heads, so eager were they to pay 
' their court to me. 9 

." From this moment Walpole was courted, 
Compton in las torn deserted, and the ministry, 
with very few alterations, continued in their 
former offices. On the 24th of June, the very 
day in which Swift said the ministry would be 
changed, IValpole was re* appointed First Lord 
Commissioner of the Treasury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, aud lord Townshend again 
received the seal of Secretary of State. An at- 
tempt was finally made by "the party, through 
Mrs. Howard, to prevail on the King to Confer 
an earldom on lord Bathurtt ; but that mea- 
sure being thwarted by tlie influence of the 
queen, they relinquished all hopes of success, 
and Bolingbroke retired from London in disgust. 

" Queen Caroline possessed great art in 
bending toe king's mind to the purposes which 
hie English minister thought advantageous and 
necessary, and in counteracting the Hano- 
verian cabals. She always affected to retire 
when the minister came into the closet, de- 
clared she did not understand business, and 
only remained as if to obey the king's com- 
mands, and not out of inclination or curiosity. 
She never appeared to listen ; never gave her 
opinion unless solicited, and then delivered it 
with a modesty and humility which captivated 
ond charmed the king. She was extremely 
fend of power, though she affected the eon wary, 
and preserved her influence over the king by 
comtraunate discretion. She was a friend to 
peace, arid appreciated and enmeeed the 
pacific system of sir Robert Walpole, as the 
only means of preserving the interior tran- 
quirery, and preventing a rebellion ; as the 
free* cause of the aationoi prosperity, of the 
rnOroaae of commerce, and of she improvement 
of manufactures and agriculture. 

"Theuttefpeifcift* of Queen Carotfoe, and 
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resolve chearfully to undergo all difficulties, for 
the sake and good of my people. 

tension of the prerogative required more ability, 
courage and resolution, than the present mi- 
nistry could exert. They understood their own 
strength, and had recourse to a more safe and - 
effectual expedient. 

" The vice, luxury, and prostitution of the 
age, the almost total extinction of sentiment, ho- 
nour, and public spirit, had prepared the minds 
of men for slavery and corruption. The means 
were in the hand* of the ministry : the public 
treasure Was at their devotion: they multiplied 
places and 'pensions, to increase the number of 
their dependants : they squandered away the' 
money of the nation without taste, discern- 
ment, decency, or remorse; they inlisted an 
army of the most abandoned emissaries, whom 
they employed to vindicate the worst measures, 
in the face of truth, common sense, and com- 
mon honesty ; and they did not fail to stigma- 
tize as Jacobites, and enemies to the govern- 
ment, all those who presumed to question the 
mef it of their administration. 

^ The supreme direction of affairs was not 
yet engrossed by a single minister. Lord 
x Townshend had the reputation of conducting 
the external transactions relating to treaties 
and negociations. He is said to have under- 
stood that province, thpugh he did not always 
follow the dictates of his own understanding. 
He possessed an extensive fund of knowledge*; 
and was well acquainted with the functions of 
his Office.. The duke of Newcastle his colleague 
was not remarkable for any of these qualifica- 
tions : he owed his promotion to his uncommon 
/ zeal for the illustrious house of Hanover, and to 
the strength of his interest in Parliament, rather 
than to his judgment, precision or any other in- 
tellectual merit. Lord Chestcrneld, who maybe 
counted an auxiliary, though not immediately 
concerned in the administration, had distinr 
guished himself in the character of envoy at 
several courts in Europe. He bad attained 
an intimate knowledge of all the different inter- 
ests and connections subsisting among the 
powers of the continent ; and he infinitely sur- 
passed all the ministers in learning and capa- 
city. He was, indeed, the.only man of genius 
employed under this government. He spoke 
with ease and propriety : his conceptions were 
just and lively ; his inferences bold ; his coun- 
sels vigorous and warm. Yet he depreciated 
his talents, by acting in a subordinate character 
to those yvhom he despised ; and seemed to 
look upon the pernicious measures of a bad mi- 
nistry with silent contempt, rather than with 
avowed detestation. The interior government 
of Great- Britain was chiefly managed by sir 
Robert W a 1 pole, a man of extraordinary talents, 
who had from low beginnings raised himself 
to the bead of -the treasury. Having obtained 
* seat in the lower house, he declared himself 
One of the most forward partisans of the whig 
faction. , He was endued with a species of elo- 
%ueacej which, though neither nervous nor ele- 



" The Religion, Laws, and Liberties of the' 
kingdom are most dear to me ; and the pre- 
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gant, flowed with great facility, and was so 
plausible on rill subjects, that even . when he 
misrepresented the truth, whether from, igno- 
rance or design, be seldom failed to persuade 
that part of his audience for whose hearing his 
harangse was chiefly intended'. He was well 
acquainted with the nature of the public funds, 
and understood the whole mystery of stock-job- 
bing. . This knowledge produced a connexion 
between him and themoney-corporations, which 
served to enhance his importance. He per- 
ceived the bulk of mankind were actuated by 
a sordid thirst of lucre : he had sagacity enough 
to convert the degeneracy of the times to his 
own advantage ; and on this, and this .alone, be 
founded the whole superstructure of this sub- 
sequent administration. In the late reign he 
had, by dint of speaking decisively to every 
question, by boldly impeaching the conduct of 
the tory ministers, by his activity in elections, 
and engaging as a projector Fn the schemes of 
the monied-interest, become a leading* member 
in the House of Commons. By his sufferings 
under the tory parliament, he attained the rank 
of a martyr to his party : His interest,, his repu- 
tation, and his presumption daily increased : 
he opposed Sunderland as his rival in power, 
and headed a dangerous defection from the mi- 
nistry, which evinced the greatness of bis in- 
fluence and authority. He had the giory of 
being principally concerned in effecting a re- 
conciliation between the late King and the 
Prince of Wales : Then he was re-associated in 
the administration with additional credit ; and 
from the death of the earls of Sunderland and 
Stanhope, he had been making long strides to- 
wards the office of prime-minister. He knew 
the maxims he bad adopted would subject him 
to the hatred, the ridicule, and reproach of 
some individuals, who had not yet resigned all 
sentiments of patriotism, nor all views of oppo- 
sition : but the number of these was inconsider- 
able, when compared to that which constituted 
the body of the community ; and he would 
not suffer the consideration of such antago- 
nists to come in competition with his schemes 
of power, affluence and authority. Neverthe 4 
less, low as he had humbled anti-ministerial 
association, it required all his artifice to elude, 
all his patience and natural phlegm, to bear the 
powerful arguments that were Urged, and the 
keen satire that was exercised against his mea- 
sures and management, by a few members in 
the opposition. Sir William Wyndham pos- 
sessed all the energy of elocution ; Mr. Ship- 
pen was calm, intrepid, shrewd, and sarcastic : 
Mr. Hungerford, sly, insinuating, and ironical. 
Mr. William Pulteney inherited from nature a 
good understanding, which he had studiously 
cultivated. He was one of the most learned 
members in the House of Commons ; extreme- 
ly well qualified to judge of literary produc- 
tions : well read *in history and politics ; deep- 
ly skilled in the British constitution, the detai 
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»er?ation of tbe Constitution in Church and 
State, as it is now. happily established, shall 
be tny first, and always my chief care. 

" And as the alliances entered into by the 
late King, my father, with foreigtfpowers, have 
contributed to the restoring the tranquillity, 
and preserving the balance of Europe, I shall 
endeavour to cultivate those alliances, and to 
improve and perfect this great work, for the 
honour, interest, and security of my people.*" 

of government, and the nature of the finances. 
He spoke with freedom, fluency, and uncom- 
mon warmth of declamation, which was said to 
be the effect of personal animosity to sir R. 
Walpole, with whom he had been formerly con- 
nected." Smollett. 

* " George* , the Second, son of George the 
First, by Sophia princess of Luneburgh Zell, was 
born at Hanover on the 30th of Ocober 1683, 
and principally educated under the direction of 
his grandmother, the electress Sophia. Being at 
a very early period initiated into the profession 
of arms, he^ made the campaign of 1708 with 
tbe allied army in the Netherlands, under the 
command of the duke tff Marlborough. He 
greatly distinguished himself as a volunteer at 
the battle of Oudenard, where he charged the 
enemy at the head of the Hanoverian dragopns, 
and had his horse shot under him. In 1708, 
he was created duke of Cambridge, and knight 
of the garter; and at the accession of George 
the first, Was so elated, that he said to an English 
gentleman, * I have not one drop of blood in 
* my veins which is not English, and at the 
' service of my father's subjects/ He accom- 
panied the king to England ; soon afrer he had 
taken his seat in the' privy council, was created 
prince of Wales; and during the King's ab- 
sence in 1716, was appointed guardian and 
lieutenant of the realm. 

" The unfortunate misunderstanding which 
took place between him and his father, has 
been already related ; and although a reconci- 
liation was effected through the interposition of 
Devonshire and Walpole, yet it was more ap- 
parent than real : the king gave a strong proof 
that his jealousy was' not abated, by never 
again consigning to him the government of 
affairs during his absence. Notwithstanding 
this cause of dissatisfaction, the prince, from the 
period of the reconciliation, seldom formally 
opposed his father's government; but passed a 
retired life, confining himself principally to a 
small^circle of select friends, with whom he 
lived in habits of strict intimacy : of these, the 
earl of Scarborough and sir Spencer Compton 
were the most favoured. 

" George the Second was, at the time of his 
accession, in the 45th year of his age ; and bore 
the character of a prince of high integrity, ho- 
nour, and veracity. His countenance was 
pleasing, dignified and expressive, with pro- 
eminent eyes, and a Roman nose. In person 
he was well proportioned ; but much below the 
middle size. He possessed one great advan- 
tage o? er his father, that he was not ignorant 



Whereupon, the Lords of the Council made 
it their humble request to his Majesty, that his 
Majesty's most gracious Declaration to theif 
lordships might be made public ; which his 
Majesty was pleased to order accordingly. 

The next mornirig about ten o* clock his Ma- 
jesty was proclaimed ; first, in 'the court be- 
fore Leicester House, where tl>e officers of 
state, nobility andfprivy counsellors were pre- 
sent, with the officers of arms, all being on v 

of the language and constitution of England, 
although his knowledge of both was limited. 
He was naturally reserved, except to those who 
belonged to his household, or were admitted to 
his familiar society, fond of business, and of 
great application whenever application was 
necessary ; well acquainted with the state of 
foreign affairs ; and nis observations and replies 
to the notes of his ministers', dictated by the 
occasion, prove good sense, judgment and rec- 
titude of intentions. His temper was warm, 
vehement and irritable ; prone to sudden emo- 
tions of anger, and not easily appeased. Ha 
wss slow irr deliberation, cautious in decision; 
but his opinion once formed, he became in- 
flexible, and impatient of remonstrance. He 
was strictly ceconoraical, punctual in the dis- 
charge of his expences ; so peculiarly methodi- 
cal in all his actions and occupations, that, to 
use the expression of a nobleman much -about 
his person, ' he seemed to think his having 
' done a thing to-day, an unanswerable reason 
' for his doing it to-morrow/ He was rigidly 
attached to etiquette and punctilious forms, and 
fond of military parade ; without the smallest 
taste for the. arts, or love of science, like big 
father, he gave no patronage to literature, un- 
less from the suggestions of his queen, or the 
intercession of his ministers. Cold and phleg- 
matic in his general appearance, he at the same 
time possessed a high degree of sensibility ; of 
which he gave many proofs, particularly on ihje 
death of his queen, and the resignation of sir 
Robert Walpole, which would appear incredi- 
ble to those who are not acquainted with his 
domestic character. The love of women was 
his predominant weakness ; but it did not lead 
him into any excesses which affected his public 
character, or interfered with the interest of his 
kingdom. He had seen, and lamented, that his 
father had been governed by his mistresses ; 
and was so extremely cautious to avoid a simi- 
lar error, that the countess of Yarmouth, the 
only one among them who possessed any real 
influence over him, could seldom venture to 
exert her interest in public concerns. ' She 
once requested Horace Walpole to procure 
a trifling place for one of her servants, but 
charged him not to mention to the king that 
it was at her request; ' because (she added) if 
( it is known that I have applied, I have ho 
* chance of succeeding/ 

" But his conduct was far different in regard 
to queen Caroline, of whose judgment and good 
sense he had the highest opinion, and in whom 
he ever placed the most implicit confidence^ 
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spot ; then the officers of arms being mounted 
no horseback, the like was done in Leicester 
square, at Charing Cross, within Temple-Bar) 
at tbe end of Wood-street in Cheapside, and 
lastly at the Royal Exchange, with the usual 
solemnities: The principal officers of 6tate, a 
great number of the nobility, and other persons 



Some of the French writers call history la fMt 
wuvenuc, and not without some degree of rea- 
son : for most histories are written either by 
authors who have been themselves interested 
in the events which they relate, and glass over 
the transactions of their own party, or are com* 
posed by writers who have not access to original 
papers, know little more than common occur- 
rences, and derive the principal information 
from uncertain publications, traditional reports, 
gaaettes, and newspapers. The personage 
whose character I am attempting to delineate, 
will afford a striking example of the truth of 
fbese observations ; for it is a remarkable fact, 
that the historians of the reign of George the 
Second, scarcely mention (he name of queen 
Caroline, who almost entirely governed the 
King during the first ten years of his reign ; who 
bore her faculties so meekly, and* with such 
extraordinary prudence, as never to excite the 
least uneasiness even in a sovereign highly te- 
nacious of his authority, but contrived that her 
•pinion should appear as if it had been his own ; 
who solely occasioned the continuance of Sir 
Robert Walpole in the ministry ; who patron- 
ised and promoted Herring, Hoadley, Clarke, 
Sare,Sherlocke, Butler, and Pearce ; and with- 
out whose recommendation or concurrence, 
scarcely any situation in church or state was 
conferred. 

, " Carolina Wilhelmina, daughter of John 
Frederic, Margrave of Anspach, by the princess 
of Saxe-Eysenacb, was born in 1683. Having 
lost her father when she was very young, and 
her mother marrying John George tbe Fourth, 
elector of Saxony, she was left under the 
guardianship of Frederic, elector of Brenden- 
burgb, afterwards king of Prussia ; passed part 
of her early days at the court of Berlin, and re- 
ceived her education under the su peri n tendance 
of her aunt, the accomplished Sophia Charlotte, 
lister of George tbe First. From her example 
and instructions,' she imbibed that politeness of 
demeanour and dignity of character, those sen- 
timents pf philosophy, that ardent love of 
Learning, and fondness for metaphysical know- 1 
lodge, which merited the eulogmm of Clarke 
and&eibniu. 

"•She gave an early instance of her attachment 
to the Protestant religion. The fame of her 
beauty and accomplishments, attracted the no- 
tice of the archduke Charles, son of the em- 
peror I^eopold toe first, and afterwards Empe- 
ror himself, who made a tender of, his baud. 
Not allured with the splendour of the family 
into wh»h she might have been adopted, site 
feciined the offer without hesitation; « flu* 
ffowdeno* (observes Adtfison^ept a store in 

«iw4 few* m cxftitflfl mm» «*d, the 



of ^distinction, attending dosing thfa wAoW os* 

remony. \ 

The Proclamation was as follows ; 

" Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to 
call to his mercy our late Sovereign l^ord King 
George of blessed memory, by wiiqso decease 

secret methods of its wisdom, opened a way for 
her to become the greatest of- her sex- among 
those who profess that faith to which she ad- 
hered with so much Christian magnanimity. * 

" Caroline espoused, in 1705, George the 
second, then electoral prince of Hanover. She 
was esteemed handsome before she bad the 
amalkpox, and became too corpulent. Tickell 
did not flatter her in his poem of jteasingwa 
Gardens, when he said; 
« Here England's daughter, darting of the Ian*, 
Sometimes, surrounded with her vtigie hand, 
Gleams through the shades. $ho» tow'ring o'er 
the rest, 

Stands fairest of the fairer kiod contest $ 
Form'd to gain hearts that Brunswick's canst 
deny'd, 

And charm a people to her father's side." 
She had a hand and arm greatly admired for its 
whiteness and elegance, a penetrating eye, 
" and a smile celestial/' an expressive counte- 
nance, great sweetness and grace, particularly 
when she spoke. ♦■ But these charms of her per- 
son were far surpassed by the endowments of 
her mind. She possessed quickness of appre- 
hension, a natural good understanding, which 
had been duly cultivated ; and obtained a con- 
sjderable knowledge in many branches of useful 
and polite literature, 

" Her levees were a strange picture of the 
motley character and manners of a queen and 
a learned woman. She received company 
while she was at her toilette ; prayers, and 
sometimes a sermon, were read; learned men 
and divines were uitermijted with courtiers and 
ladies of tbe household ; the conversation turn- 
ed on metaphysical subjects, Mended with re- 
partees, sallies of mirth, and the tktle^tattJe of 
a drawing-room. She had a happy turn for 
conversation, and a readiness in adapting her 
discourse to the persons with whom she talked; 
possessed peculiar talents for mirth and bow our; 
excelled in mimicry, and was fond of display- 
ing it ; was pleased with making a repartee her* 
self, and wii hearing it from others. Iier con- 
duct during the unfortunate, misunderstanding 
which took place between George the First and 
her hudbaadf when prince of Wales, was so 
prudent and dignifcd, (hat the late King always 
behaved to her wjth marks of due respect and 
affection, though he never cordially loved her. 
Yet notwithstanding her courtesy, affability of 
deportment* condescension to men of letters* 
and fondness for social intercourse, she, had a 
high notion of the regal station, and was partial 
to the etiquette of a court j she seldom forgot 
tha,t she was a queen, and alwaysk;ept up a. due 
state both in public and private. wtouU 

Q^WMMaJijt dm y&fr m Mm* Wii&iz *J 
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the Imperial Crowns of Great Britain, trance 
fend Ireland, are solely aiyl rightfully come to 
the high and mighty frince^George, Prince of 
Wales : We therefore the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal of this realm, being here assisted 
with those of his late Majesty's Privy Council, 
with numbers of other principal gentlemen of 
duality, with the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Citizens of London, do now hereby, with one 
full voice and consent of tongue and heart, 

Sublish and proclaim, That the High and 
1 ighty Prince George, Prince of Wales, is 
now, by the death of our late Sovereign, of 
happy memory, become our only lawral and 
rightful liege Lord, George the Second, by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To 
whom we do acknowledge all faith and con- 
stant obedience, with all hearty and humble 
affection : Beseeching God, by whom Kings 



Chelsea; but even her visits to a favourite 
minister were subjected to form and etiquette 
she sat down to table with lady Walpole, the 
royal family whom she brought with her, 
and the lady in waiting: sir Robert always 
stood behind her ehair, and gave her the first 
plate; then retired into another apartment, 
where dinner was served for him and the queen's 
household. 

" Queen Caroline was f5nd, of conversing 
and corresponding with men of learning, and 
particularly with divines, whom she often per- 
plexed with questions concerning the doctrines 
of the different churches, and consulted with a 
view of settling her faith. Hoadley, Clarke, 
Hare, and Sherlocke, were among the number 
to whom she principally applied. She carried 
on a correspondence on these subjects, by 
means of her bed-chamber woman, Mrs. Clay- 
ton, afterwards lady Sundon, who had acquired 
a powerful ascendancy over her. The divine 
whom she most particularly noticed, and by 
whose conversation she often owned that .she 
was most instructed, was Dr. Clarke, whose 
profound learning, in all branches of sacred and 
profane literature, was scarcely ever equalled, 
whose piety was unquestioned, and whose play- 
ful manners and placid temper rendered him as 
amiable as he was learned. Dr. Clarke had 
only the rectory of$t. James's, which was pi ven 
him by queen Anne, and the mastership of 
Wigston Hospital ; and queen Caroline pro- 
posed placing him on the bench, an honour 
which Clarke invariably declined. Finding 
that he persisted in his refusal, she dlsired sir 
Robert Walpole to try the powers of his rhetoric, 
which had never been employed in vain on a 
similar occasion. The minister sbeyed; and 
in a conference -at Kensington palace, used 
every argument in his power to prevail on 
Clarke to accept the proffered dignity : when 
Clarke declined, he continued to press it • and 
the conference was so long that the candles 
were burnt down in the sockets ; and the pages 
came into the apartment to know if fresh lights 
Were not wanted. Bat the rbetoris sf the mi- 
Vow VHL 



and Queens do feign, to bless the royal King 
George the Second, with long and happy years 
to reign over us. 

u Given at the Court at Leicester House, this 
Uth* day of Jane, 1787. God save the King." 

The Parliament meett.] June 15. The Par* 
liament, though prorogued to the 37th of June, 
met this day, in pursuance of the 4 ct of the 
4th and 5th of Queen Anne, chap. 8, by which 
it is enacted as follows, viz : ' That this pre- 
sent Parliament, or any other parliament here- 
after summoned by her Majesty* her heirs and 
successors, shall not be determined or dissolv- 
ed by the death or demise of her said Majesty, 
or of her heirs and successors ; but such par- 
liament shall continue, and immediately meet, 
sit, and act, notwithstanding such death or 
demise, during the time of six months, unless 
the same shall be sooner prorogued, or dis*' 
solved, by such person who shall be next heir 



nister had bo effect, and the c(ueen Was highly 
disappointed, that she wad prevented front 
placing Dr. Clarke en the bench of bishops. 

" Queen Caroline maintained a correspon- 
dence with Leibnitz on the most abstract 
sciences, in which she supremely delighted ; 
and in the course of this literary intercourse, 
the German philosopher having insinuated some 
suspicions that the foundations of natural reli- 
gion were in danger of being hurt by the doc- 
trines of Sir Isaac Newtoa, she applied te 
Clarke for an answer to this suggestion. The 
answer brought on a reply, and the reply a se- 
cond answer, and the controversy was carried 
on with all the spirit and learning which those 
great philosophers could throw into such dry 
subjects as the principles of natural religion and 
philosophy, and free-will and fatality* They 
submitted their respective arguments to the 
princess as to an umpire; and vied in unfold** 
ing their systems in as conspicuous a manner a* 
the nature of sd intricate a subject would allow. 
The princess was highly flattered with thisarbi* 
tration, and permitted Dr. Clarke, whose opi- 
nion she seems to have embraced, to- dedicate 
to her the account of the controversy. In this 
dedication, the learned author has not omitted 
to pay a tribute* to her desire of knowledge and 
love of truth, in a strain of panegyric which 
could hardly be avoided on such an occasion* 
Nor was it solely dictated by flattery; for Whis- 
ton informs us, that he often beard Clarke 
speak with admiration of ber marvellous saga- 
city and judgment, in the several parts of the 
dispute. 

" But although this accomplished princess 
possessed considerable influence over George the 
Second, she had acted with so much caution, 
and behaved with such moderation and pru- 
dence, that she was considered at the time of his 
accession, by the party in opposition, as a mere 
cypher, and the whole power and influence 
over the King was supposed to be lodged in the v 
hands o'f Mrs. Howard, afterwards countess o£ 
Suffolk." Coxe'i Walpole. 
% O 
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to the crown of this realm in succession/ The 
Parliament being met accordingly was proro- 
gued by commission from, his Majesty King 
George the Second, ti|l the 27th instant. 

The King's Speech to both Houses on his Ac- 
cession to the Crown.] June 27. His Majesty, 
being seated on his royal throne, adorned with* 
bis crown and regal ornaments, and attended 
with his^officers of state ; the Lords being also 
in their robes ; commanded the Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod to let the Commons 
know, 1 His Majesty commands their immediate 
attendance in this House.' Who being come, 
with their Speaker ; his Majesty was pleased 
to speak as follows : 

" My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
" I am persuaded that you all share with me 
in my grief and affliction for the death of my 
late royal father ; which, as.it brings upon me 
the immediate care and weight of the govern- 
ment, adds* very much to my concern, lest I 
shoujd not be as successful in my, endeavours, 
as I am above all things desirous, to make you 

* a great and happy people. 

' " I heartily wish that this first solemn de- 

, claration of my mind in, parliament could suffi- 
ciently express the sentiments of my heart, and 
give you a perfect and just sense of my iked 
resolution, by all possible means, to merit the 
love and affection of my people ; which. I shall 
always look upon as the best support and secu- 
rity of my crown. 

' " And as the religion, liberty property, and 
a due execution of the laws, are the most va- 

. luable blessings of a free people, and the pe- 

, culiar privileges of this nation ; it shall be my 
constant care to preserve the constitution of 
this kingdom, as it is now happily established 
in Church and State, iuviolable in all its 

, parts and to secure to all my subjects the 
full enjoyment of their religious and civil rights. 

" I see with great pleasure the happy effects 
of that vigour and resolution which was exert- 
ed, in the Ta3t session of parliament, for the de- 
fence of the rights and possessions of this na- 
tion, and for maintaining the tranquillity and 
balance of power in Europe. The strict union: 

. and harmony which has hitherto subsisted 
among the allies of the treaty of Hanover has 

f chiefly contributed to the^jiear prospect of a 
general peace; I have therefore given all my 

I allies the strongest assurances of pursuing the 
same measures, and of making good the eu- 

, gagements entered into by the crown of Great 
Britain. 

" The*cbearfulness with which the Supplies, 
necessary for carrying on this great work were 
raised, making it but just that the public ex- 
pence should be lessened as soon as the circum- 
stances, of affairs will permit; I have already 
given orders for sending back some of the re-'' 
giments brought from Ireland ; and will pro- 
ceed to reduce my forces, both by sea and land, 
as soon as it can be done without prejudice to 
the common cause, and consistent with the in- 
terest of my kingdom. 
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" You know very well that the grant of the 
greatest part of the Civil List revenues is now 
determined, and that it is necessary for jeu to 
make a new provision for the support of me 
and my family. I am confident it is needless 
for me, in any particular manner, to recom- 
mend to your care the consideration of what 
so nearly and personally concerns me '; and I 
am persuaded, that the' experience of past 
times, and a due regard to the honour and dig- 
nity of the crown, will prevail upon you to |hre 
me this first proof of your zeal and affection, 
in a manner answerable to the necessities of 
my government. 

" My Lords, and Qentlemen ; 
I recommend it to you to give all possible 
dispatch to such business as shall necessarily 
be brought before you; the season of the year,* 
and the circumstances of time, requiring -your 
presence in the country, and making it impro- 
per to carry this session into any great length." 

Which Speech being ended; bisf Majesty 
was pleased to retire. . 

• The Lords' Address of Condolance, Con- 
gratulation, and Thanks.] Upon a Motion of 
the earl of Chesterfield, the Lords unanimously 
voted the following Address of Condolence, 
Congratulation, and Thanks ; which was pre- 
sented on the 28th. 

u Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

« We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the tords Spiritual and Temporal m 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return 
your Majesty our most hearty and unfeigned 
Thanks for your Majesty's most gracious Sjpeecli 
from the throne, and to assure your Majesty, 
that though we are affected with the Utmost 
sorrow at the Death of our late gracious Sove- 
reign, our hearts are at the same time filled with 
an inexpressible joy at your Majesty's peace- 
able and happy Accession to the throne of 
your royal ancestors. 

u Your Majesty's tender concern for your 
people, and your most gracious and solemn de- 
claration, ' That you will always esteem their 

* love and affection as the best support of your 
1 crown ; that it shall be your constant care to 
4 preserve the constitution of this kingdom in- 
' violable, as it is now happily established in 
' church and state ; and that ,you will secure to 
' all your subjects the full enjoyment of their 
' religious and civil rights,' claims our most 
sincere and dutiful acknowledgments; and 
jn*y justly be depended upon from your Ma- 
jesty, who so early and so eminently distin- 
guished yourself in defence of the Protestant 
cause, and the liberties of Europe in general. 

'< Nothing can be a greater encouragement 
to your Majesty's good subjects in the faithful 
discharge of their duty, than your royal ap- 
probation of that vigour and resolution, which 
was exerted in the last session of parliament 
for the defence of the rights and possessions of 
this nation, and for maintaining the tranquillity 
and balance of power in Europe ; nor can 
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any thingbe a greater satisfaction to us, than 
the strong assurances your Majesty has given 
to ail your allies of pursuing the same mea- 
sures, and making good the engagements en- 
tered into b/tbe crown of Great Britain. 

" We are most firmly persuaded, that these 
many instances of you t Majesty's great good- 
ness to your people justly deserve, and cannot 
fail of meeting with all imaginable returns of 
their gratitude and loyalty, and we beg leave 
i to assure your Majesty, in the strongest man- 
I ner, of our inviolable fidelity, and of our fixed 
| and unalterable resolution, upon all occasions 
to maintain your Majesty's undoubted right 
and title to the imperial crown of these realms, 
| and the several /iominions thereunto belonging ; 
: and that we will in pursuance of the many 
i solemn assurances we have already given, use 
I bur utmost efforts to maintain your Majesty's 
I undoubted right to every other part of your 
i dominions, against all attempts whatsoever, 
I and that we will chearfully embrace all oppor- 
tunities to support and advance the honour and 
dignity of the crown." 

j The King's Answer J] To^this Address his 
, Majesty gave the following Answer : 

i « My Lords; , - 

I u I thank you heartily for this very .loyal 
Adrlress; such a demonstration of your duty 

i and affection cannot but be truly acceptable to 
me. You may be assured that I shall, through 
the whole course of my reign, have no other 
view than the interest and happiness of my 
people." 

, The Commons being returned to their House, 
| Mr. Speaker reported bis Majesty's Speech to 
: both Houses. Hereupon sir Paul Methuen 
! moved, u That an humble Address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, to condole upon the 
Death of his late royal father; to congratulate 
his Majesty on his happy Accession to the 
Throne ; and to return his Majesty the Thanks 
of this House for his most gracious Speech 
This motion being seconded by sir Robert 
Walpole, and voted nem. con. a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Address upon the 
said Resolution. Sir Robert Walpole, being 
one of the said Committee, immediately drew 
up an Address;, which, on the 29th, was re- 
ported, and unanimously agreed to, 

TheCommons resolve to grant a Supply, for 
the Support of the King's Household.] June 
39. A motion being made, That a Supply be 
granted to his Majesty for the better support 
of his Majesty's Household, and of the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown; it was unani- 
mously resolved to consider of that motion the 
neit day in a grand Committee; which wag 
done accordingly; and therein it was resolved, 
nem. con. to grant such a Supply to his Ma- 
jesty* 

The Commons 9 Address of Condofance, Con- 
gratulation, and ThanksJ] June 30. The 
Commons presented their Address to his Ma- 
jesty as follows : 



" Most Gracious Sovereign : 

« We 'your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects; the Commons of Great Britain in - 
parliament assembled, from a grateful sense 
and remembrance of the many blessings we en- 
joyed under the government of our late most 
gracious sovereign, beg leave, in the most duti- 
ful manner to condole with your Majesty upon 
the death of your late royal father ; a loss to 
this nation which your Majesty alone could 
possibly repair. 

"Your" immediate succession banished alL 
our grief ; aod the uninterrupted" continuance' 
of the blessings we had long, enjoyed obliges 
us, with duty and gratitude, to acknowledge' 
the just sense we'have of our present and . fu-. 
ture happiness; and to beseech your Majesty 
to accept the sincere congratulations of your 
faithful Commons, upon your Majesty's happy 
accession to the throne of your royal ancestors. 

" Your Majesty's most gracious speech from 
the throne requires a more than ordinary re- 
turn of duty and thankfulness, for that tender 
and paternal care, which you have been pleased 
to express for our religion, laws, aha' liberties, 
ami for those ample assurances your Majesty 
has given us, inviolably to preserve the con- 
stitution of these kingaoms, as it is new happily 
established in churtfl^d state; and to secure^ 
to all your subjects' thTTull enjoyment of their 
religious and civil rights: And' as these bles- 
sings are the most valuable and dear to a free 
people, and the peculiar privileges of this na- 
tion ; we cannot enough admire your Majesty!! 
goodness, and express our satisfaction, in this 
solemn declaration of your Majesty's resolution, 
to make the good of your people your .chief 
and constant care. 

. " We congratulate your Majesty upon, the 
preliminary articles being signed ; and we see, 
with great pleasure, the beginning of your Ma- 
jesty's reign attended with the happy presage's 
of a general peace. The early '. assurances 
given by your Majesty to your allies, of pur- 
suing the same measures as'^your late royal 
father had taken, and of making good the se- 
veral engagements entered into by the crown 
of Great Britain • as they strengthen and ce- 
ment that strict union and harmony which has 
hi therto subsisted among the allies of the treaty 
of Hanover, so .they confirm to' us the hopes 
and near prospect of a general tranquillity, 
upon, terYns honourable, safe, and advanta- 
geous to your Majesty, and all your allies. 

" The regard and concern which we had, 
and always shall have, for the defence of the 
rights and possessions of this nation, for vindi- 
cating the honour .of our Sovereign, and for 
.maintaining the due balance of power in Eu- 
rope, engaged us with chear(ulness, daring the 
last session pf parliament, to grant the supplies 
necessary for the Carrying op this great work. 
And no greater encouragement can possibly be 
given tons, than to see your Majesty so early , 
beginning to lessen the public expences* and 
resolying to reduce your forces both by sea and 
land, as soon as it can be done without pre* 
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judicc Co the common cause, and consistent 
■with the interest and safety of this nation. 

*F These many and great instances pf jour 
Majesty's goodness and concern for the hap- 
piness and welfare of your people call upon us 
for the highest returns of duty, zeal, and af- 
fection to your Majesty's person and govern- 
ment : And as we are fully convinced that our 
ow a interest and preservation are inseparable 
from your Majesty's, we beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, .that we will, with our lives and 
fortunes, maintain and support your Majesty's 
undoubted right and title to the imperial crown 
of this realm, and all other your Majesty's do- 
minions, agians trail attempts whatsoever. 

" And when we reflect on your Majesty's 
royal virtues, which promise us all the bless- 
ings that can flow from a mind truly great ; 
when we consider the distinguished character 
of the Queen, your royal cousort, and the ad- 
ditional happimess that descends to your people 
from her many princely qualities; and remem- 
ber your numerous and hopeful issue, the last- 
ing pledge and security of our happy establish- 
ment ; that your Majesty's crown may sit 
with ease and glory on your head, we think 
ourselves mdisperisibly obliged to assure your 
Majesty, that we will rJrovide such a revenue 
for the occasions of your Majesty's civil govern- 
ment, as may be sufficient jo support the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown ip its proper 
and full lustre." 

The King's Antwerp To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer t 

H Gentlemen, 
" I return you my thanks for your dutiful 
and loyal Address. Tne resolutions of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain are, every where, so 
Jiighly regarded, that I cannot- but receive, 
with the greatest satisfaction, this unanimous 
declaration of your fidelity, zeal, and affection, 
and I will endeavour, by a steady care and 
concern for the interest and welfare of my peo- 
ple, to answer the expectation you have con- 
ceived of my government." 

July 1. Mr. Farrar reported the Resolution 
of the Grand Committee, for granting a sup- 
ply to his Majesty, for tbe better support of 
lis Majesty's household, and of the honour 
and dignity of the crown, which was agreed to, 
* hem. con 

Sir It. Walpole't 'Motion t jbr settling on the 
King the entire Revenues of the Civil List.' 
July 3. The Commons, in a Committee of 
the whole House, considered of the Supply 
granted to. bis Majesty, and sir Robert Wal- 
pole represented, That the annual sum of 
700,6&0/. granted to and settled on the late 
King, for the support of his Household, artd of 
the. honour and dignity of the crown, falling 
ibort every year, they had been obliged to 
snake it up another way ; and that bis present 
Majesty's necessary expences being like to in- 
crease, by reason of the largeness of bis family, 
and of settling a Household for bit royal con- 
9 
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sort, he therefore moved, " That she tottir* 
revenues of the Civil List, which produced 
about 100,000/. per annum, above the said 
yearly sum of 700,000/. might be settled on 
iiis Majesty during bis life." 

Mr. Shippcn's Speech on this occasion.] 
This motion being seconded, 

Mr. Shippen stood op and spoke as follows ; 

Mr. Speaker, 
I v agree with the honourable member who 
spoke first, [Sir Robert Walpole] That on his 
Majesty's happy Accession to the Throne, there 
ought to be ho other contention amongst us, 
than who should most contribute to his service, 
than who should express their duty and loyalty 
in the roost respectful and the most extensive 
manner. But then I hope he will agree with 
me, that this is to be done with some regard 
to those we represent : that this is to be done 
consistent with the trust reposed in us ; con- 
sistent with that frugality which this House is 
bound to use, whenever the crow*n is pleased 
to call upon it, to exercise its great power of 
giving money. 

Now, notwithstanding what has been urged, 
I think, we shall so far depart from this rule of fru- 
gality, as- we exceed the Revenue granted to 
his late Majesty, whether that exceeding shall 
amount yearly to 93,000/. as, computed at the 
highest oy that' honourable member, or to 
above "130,000/. as v l have seen it more truly 
computed by another. For I remember very 
well, that the yearly sum of 7Q0,000/. though 
now thought too little, was not* obtained Ibr 
his late Majesty, without a long and so- 
lemn debate ;* and it was allowed by every 
one that contended for it, to be an ample 
royal revenue. Nor was it asked inconsider- 
ately, and* on a sudden ; it was asked on ma- 
ture deliberation, after the Queen's Civil List 
branches were found deficient : it was asked 
after many computations had been made of 



eyery chnrge requisite to support the honour 
and dignity of the crown, and to maintain the 
present royal family ; It was asked, after duly 
weighing what provision would be sufficient to 
answer all the ordinary and extraordinary, oc- 
casions of the civil government ; what would 
be sufficient to answer all proper augmentations 
of salaries, al| reasonable and charitable pen- 
sions, all secret services at home and abroad, 
necessary to tarry on a just and wise adminis- 
tration ; It was asked by that honourable mem- 
ber himself and others, who were entering into 
great employments, who were going to taste of 
the royal bounty, and who therefore could not 
possibly be suspected to have any design of 
cramping his Majesty, by a too contracted and 
narrow revenue. 

Nor does the late alteration in the royal 
family call for any increase of expence. For if 
tbe establishment for the queen should be en- 
larged, whose distinguished character and many 
princely virtues, taken notice of in your Ad> 



• See vol. 6, p. 57. 
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dress, entitle her to all degrees of grandeur, 
which any former queen consort ever enjoyed ; 
I say if her majesty's establishment should be 
enlarged, I presume the establishment for 
prince Frederick will be much inferior to that 
settled on his present Majesty when prince of . 
Wales. Besides our ardent wishes for his Ma- 
jesty's constant residence in these kingdoms,. 
and his royal intentions of making us a great 
and happy people, give us hopes, that many per- 
sonal, iitany particular expences in the late 
reign, especially those fur frequent journies 
to Hanover, will be discontinued and entirely 



Nor is it any objection to the reasoning of 
that time, when the 700,000/. was granted to 
the late king, or to the computations then made, 
that this sum is said to have been found by 
the experience of past times, to be not an- 
swerable to the necessities of the civil govern- 
ment. 

For this experience" could not be found in 
the qaeen's reign, because her civil list 
branches seldom amounted to 600,000/. com- 
monly to about 550,000/. and sometimes to 
very little above 600,000/. as appears by ac- 
counts formerly laid before this House ; and I 
will not suppose those accounts which were 
brought from the treasury to be otherwise than 
jtrue, in regard to my honourable friend — I 
ask pardon, I should have said, the honourable 
member, for there is no friendship betwixt us. 
{tat he must give roe leate to observe, That 
when he asserts her civil list branches amount- 
ed to above 70p,000/. yearly, he can only 
mean the gross, and not the neat produce, 
which is a very uncandid and fallacious way of 
arguing. 

Though her revenues were so low, yet she 
called upon her parliament but once in a reign 
pf above thirteen years, to pay the debts con- 
tracted in her. civil government; and it is a 
justice due to the memory of that excellent 

1>rincess, to remind gentlemen of the unparal- 
eled instances of her piety and generosity, 
which occasioned those debts. She gave the 
first fruits and tenths, arising now, as the ho- 
nourable member, who made this motion, says, 
to 19,000/. a year, for the augmentation of the 
maintenance of the poor clergy j she gave 
5,000/. a year out of the post office to the duke 
o? Marlborough : she suffered 700/. a week to 
be likewise charged on the post office for the 
public service, and by that concession lost a 
vast sum, t|ie additional duty then producing 
only 8,000/. a year : she gave several hundred 
thousand pounds for building the castle of 
Blenheim : she allowed prince Charles of Den- 
mark 4000/. a year : she sustained great losses 
by the Tin contract : she supported the poor 
Palatines; she gave 100,000/. to the uses of 
the war. These, with many other royal boun* 
ties, which escape my present remembrance, 
were the reasons that brought her under a 
necessity of asking for 500,000/. But she was 
so sensible of the inconvenience, and so deter* 
mined never to apply to her parliament again 



in the like manner, that she ordered a consider- 
able reduction to be made of her civil govern- 
ment expences. I have seen a scheme of this 
reduction, as it was actually settled a little be- 
fore her death, and intended to commence the 
Lady-day following. It! would be tedious to go 
through all the particular articles of it, and I 
will only name three or four. The cofferer's 
office payments were reduced from 85,000/. to 
75,000/. The allowances for foreign ministers, 
from 75,000/. to 30,000/. Pensions and boun- 
ties from upwards of 87,490/. to 60,000/. Se- 
cret services from 27,000/. to 20,000/. a sum 
surpriziogly small, when compared with the 
late disbursements on that head. In short, the 
whole yearly expences were designed' to be 
reduced to 459,941/. and that would have been 
done without eclipsing the glory of the crown, 
which, some gentlemen so roundly affirm, can- 
not now be maintained under almost a double 
appointment. 

From hence it appears plainly, that this ar- 
gument of the experience of past times can 
have no reference to the queen's reign. It 
must therefore be applied, though put in the 
plural number, to the late administration only; 
and I confess, if the same management was to 
be continued, if the same ministers were to 
be again employed, a million a year would not 
be sufficient to carry on the exorbitant ex- 
pences, so often, and so justly complained of in 
this House. For it is notorious, it is fresh in 
all sur memories, that besides the yearly 
700,000/. there have been many occasional 
taxes, many excessive sums raised, and they 
have been all sunk in that bottomless gulf of 
secret service. First, the memorable 250,000/. » 
was raised in defiance of the ancient parliamen- 
tary methods, to secure us from the apprehen- 
sions of a Swedish invasion. Then the two in- 
surance offices were erected in as irregular a 
manner, by a bill brought into this House at 
the latter end of a session, and after the com- 
mittee of supply had been closed, upon the 
honourable member's return into power; and 
those Bubbles paid near 300,000/. for their 
charters. Then a new scene of affairs opening 
in Sweden changed our enmity into an alliance, 
and there was a subsidy of 72,000/. implicitly 
granted to make good some secret bargain and 
engagement with that crown. At the same 
tin»e near 24,000/, were given for buruing two 
merchant-ships arrived from infected places; 
but though the goods as well as the ships were 
paid for by this House, that they might, with* 
out injury to the owners, be destroyed for the 
public safety, yet most of them were privately 
conveyed into counties adjacent to the port 
where the ships lay, and sold there. Then soon 
after a sum of 500,000/. was demanded and 
granted for the payment of the Civil List 
Debts; on which occasion his late Majesty 
declared in * his Message, ' That be was resolv- 
' ed (o cause a retrenchment to be made of his 
* expences for the future/ But notwithstand- 
ing that resolution, in less than four years, the 
necessities of the government having rendered 
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• the promised rcftrenchnient impracticable, there 
was a new demand, and a new grant of 500,000/. 
more to discharge new incumbrances. I might 
iriention too the Spanish shif>s which were 
taken in the famous Mediterranean sea-fight, 
add, as we have reason to believe, sold for a 
considerable sum of money. Nor is it possible 
to forget the 125,000/. which we could only be 
told, the last session, in a general unexplained 
article, was secretly disposed of, for the public 
utility, for the conservation of the peace of 
Europe, and for the security of the eommerce 
and navigation of Great Britain. 

After all these and other extraordinary 
supplies, I am informed there yet remains a 
debt in the civil government of above 600,000/. 
If so, surely there must have been a most 
egregious neglect of duty, to say no worse ; 
there must have been a strange spirit of ex- 
' travagance somewhere, or such immense sums 
could never have been so soon, so insensibly, 
squandered away. And it is amazing that this 
extravagance should happen under the conduct 
of persons pretending to surpass all their pre- 
decessors, in the knowledge and care of the 
public reveuue : But we are not to wonder that 
the world has been free in its censures, since none 
of these sums have been accounted for, since 
they have been employed in services not fit to 
be owned. None but "those who were in the 
secret, and who had the disposal of them, can 
refute the. reflections that are made without 
doors, not only on the ministry, but even 
on both Houses of Parliament,— *I must say no 
more; But I heartily wish, that time, the great 
discoverer of hidden truths and concealed ini- 
quities, may produce a list of all such, if any 
such there were, who have been perverted 
from their public duty by private pensions; 
who have been the hired slaves, and the cor- 
rupt instruments of a profuse and vain-glorious 
administration. If there have been none such, 
then the whole weight, then the whole guilt of 
the late mismanagement lies on the ministers 
themselves. 

But it seems to be matter of universal joy to 
the nation, that the case is like to be altered : 
We hope we have arrived at a day of better 
economy : We hope such practices will be so 
far from being imitated, that they wfll be detested 
and abhorred ; nor can any one entertain the 
least doubt of this, when he considers that a 
prince is ascending the throne, who will choose 
a knowing, faithful, and frugal ministry ; who 
will not* permit his domestic or foreign affairs 
tb be negotiated by bribery and corruption, for 
want of sufficiency and skill in politics ; whose 
wisdom will enable him; and whose goodness' 
Will incline him, not only to' inspect the 
management of the civil list branches; but 
in justice to his parliaments, and in compassion 
to his people, to direct and require a due and 
exact disposition of all the other public' funds, 
according to their respective appropriations. 

Now, in consequence of 1 this most just no- 
tion of his Majesty's frugality, which, amongst | 
other his innumerable virtues, endears him so' 
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much to bis subjects, I hope I may, witbbuiW- 
fence, propose the addition of some wortisFtd' 
your question, tfyat may restrain it tp 700/Oflt)tf. 
And in this I as much consult the service of 
his Majesty, and the honour and • dignity of the 
crown, as those who are for granting the funds 
without any restriction. For, in my bumble 
opinion, the voting a greater sum than was 
settled on his late Majesty, is Only voting an 
indemnity, is voting at least in favour of miriis-' 
ters whose corf duct, as I have already" hinted, 
if laid before you, and duly examined, would 
perhaps rather deserve your censure than ap- 
probation. 

Besides, the surplus'of these branches is ap- 
propriated to the Sinking Fund ; and, that ; £ 
thought, had been a sacred depositum, re- 
served for the gradual discharge of the national 
deht : I- thought it would have been looked 
upon as a sort of sacrilege, to have diverted 
the least part of it, on any pretence whatsoever, 
from its original uses ; and it" is as surprizing 
to me, that the honourable person should be' 
for destroying his own* darling project, and that 
he should be for pulling down the boasted mo- 
nument of his glory ; as it may be to others, 
that I am for supporting any scheme of his, 
which might have transmitted his name with 
advantage to posterity. 

If his Majesty was rightly apprized of these 
circumstances he would doubtless rather be con- 
tent with a' clear annual revenue of 700,000/. 
than suffer his first demand of money, by any 
precipitate proof of our zeal/ to carry the least 
appearance of being burthensume to his ' peo- 
ple, who have long laboured under the pres- 
sure of grievous and exorbitant taxes ; for he 
has been graciously pleased to- signify from the 
throne his fixed resolution, **By all possible 
4 means to merit their love and affection, which 
' he shall always look upon as the best support 
c and security of his crown/ • I' will detain you, 
Sir, no longer, but desire you would conclude 
your question with these words, * In like nban- 
• nef as they were granted and continued to 
' his late Majesty, which make up the clear 
' yearly sum of 700,000// v 

To this Speech no reply was made, but the 
question being put, sir Robert Walpole's mo- 
tion was agreed to without any farther op- 
position.* 



* u It is a; curious observation of Smollett, 
which must tend to shew with how much par- 
tiality and inaccuracy he compiled his History, 
that, ' to these particulars (namely, in the 
< Speech of Shippen) which were indeed unan- 
swerable, no reply was made. Even this 
' mark of decency was laid aside, as idle and 
' superfluous/ The fact was, that no reply was 
made, not because the arguments were un- 
answerable, but because no one seconded the 
motion : a circumstance of which Smollett takes 
no notice. Belsbam also observes with no 
less inaccuracy, ' The amendment was rejected! 
' with a great majority/ which would' lead the 
reader to suppose, that- there was * a i'diflsioa. 
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' nity of theQueefl, in case she shall survive his 
' Majesty and to three other Bills. 

After which his Majesty made the following 
Speech to both Houses : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; ' 
" I cannot but express the greatest satisfac- 
tion in the convincing proofs you have given 
me, in -this session, of your duty and affection 
to my person, and zeal for my government. 
" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 
" I must particularly thank you for your 
unanimity and dispatch, in granting me the 
revenues necessary for the support of my 
family, and the occasions of my civil govern* 
mem; Wihich you have done in a manner so 
very .agreeable, and with such a due regard to 
the honour and dignity of the crown, that if 
any thing could add to my own inclinations of 
making the happiness of my subjects my prin- 
cipal^ care and study, this instance of your par- 
ticular confidence in me would engage me more 
strongly to make use of the power, which you 
have given me of doing good, in promoting the 
honour and interest of my people. 

"The ample provision you. have made for 
the Queen is another instance of your regard 
for me, which I am. confident she will very well 
deserve, and I shall always acknowledge. 
u My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" It is a great happiness, to me to see the 
nation in so prosperous and flourishing a condi- 
tion, at the highest pitch of glory and reputa- 
tion, of great weight in holding the balance of 
Europe, defending themselves in their just pri- 
vileges and possessions, and vindicating the 
honour of the crown of Great Britain. 

a At home I find, among my protestaht sub* 
jects, such mutual charity and forbearance dif- 
fused throughout the kingdom, that the na- 
tional church repines not at the indulgence 
given to scrupulous consciences ; and those, 
that receive the benefits of the toleration, envy 
hot the established church the rights and privi- 
leges which they by law enjoy* 

"From these happy, causes and favourable 
conjunctures has flowed that general tran- - 
quillity, that rise of public credit, and that im- 
provement of trade and commerce, which have, 
greatly increased our wealth and power, and 
given us that respect and influence abroad* 
which has so much advanced the glory and 
happiness of this nation. 

" But all these blessings, great and valuable 
as they are, had hot been secured and trans- 
mitted to us, without -your having carefully 
avoided all occasions of strife and divisions 
without a strict regard to public faith, a con- 
stant care and attention towards discharging 
the national debt, and without that singujer 
steadiness and resolution, which this parlia- 
ment has shewed upon all proper and neces- 
sary occasions. 

" I^can therefore make no doubt, but that 
yourbehaviour K and the temper you have shewn, 
will sufficiently recommend this parliament to 
the esteem and good opinion of their country ; 
who, from tjht^ame conduct, and by pursuing 



July 4. The Resolution of the Committee, in 
pursuance of the above motion, was reported 
and agreed to, and a Bill ordered to be brought 
in thereupon. 

July 5. The Bill, . 1 For the better support of 
t* Jiis Majesty's Household, &c/ was presented 
to the House, and read the first, time. 

The King's Message for settling a Dowry on 
the Queen.] July 6. The said Bill was read the 
second time, and committed to a grand commit- 
tee; t and then sir Paul Methuen delivered to the 
House a Message, signed by his Majesty, which 
was, read, as follows, viz. 

« George #. 

tf His Majesty considering that} the provi- 
sion made for the Queen his consort, in case 
jihe should, survive his Majesty, is very insuf- 
ficient to support her royal dignity ; and that 
.his Majesty is restrained, by the 4aws now in 
being, from increasing the same, thinks it ne- 
cessary to recommend the making farther pro- 
vision for tbe Queen to your, consideration . 

Hereupon it was unanimously resolved to 
take the said Message into consideration the 
next day, in a Committee of the whole House. 

100,000/. per Annum voted for that Pur- 
pose.'] July 7. The Commons, in a Grand 
Committee, took into consideration his Ma- 
jesty's Message, and resolved, 1. " That a pro- 
vision be made for the Queen, 'in case she shall 
survive his Majesty, of 100,000/. per annum 
"during her life, with his "Majesty's palace of 
Somerset-House, and Richmond Old Park. 2. 
That his Majesty be enabled to charge the 
said 100,000/. per annum on all, or any of the 
duties or revenues, settled for the better sup- 
port of his Majesty's Household, and the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown, which shall sub- 
sist after his Majesty's demise." t 

July 8. Mr. Farrer reported the said Resolu- 
tions, which being agreed to, nem. con. a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in. 

July :10. The Civil List BiJl was read the 
third time, passed, and sent up to the Lords ; 
then sir Robert Walpole presented to $e 
House a Bill, ' To enable his Majesty to settle 

* a Revenue for supporting the royal dignity of 

* the Queen,' &c. which was read the first time. 

July 11. The said Bill was read a second 
time, and committed. 

July 14. The said Bill was read t^e third 
v time, passed, and sent up to the Lords. 

The King's Speech at the Close of the Ses- 
sion.'] Jdy 17. The King came to the House 
of Peers, with the usual solemnity, and the 
Commons attending, his Majesty gave the royal 
assent to an Act, « For the better support of 

* his Majesty's Household, and of the honour 
' and dignity of x the crown of Great Britain;'' 
also to an Act* ' For enabling . his Majesty to 
' settle a revenue for supporting the royal dig- 
But in fact, there was no amendment duly 
moved and seconded, and the original motion of 
•ourse, passed unanimously." Code's WaJpoje. 



Digitized by Google 



C07] PAUL. HISTORY, 1 6ioftu.il. 1728.— Meeting ©/ the New 




the same measures, may promise themselves all 
future prosperity. 

" The expiration of this parliament now 
drawing near, I will give orders for issuing the 
writs for calling and electing a new parliament, 
as soon as it can conveniently be done ; and I 
am persuaded that the general contest and 
emulation in expressions of duty and affection 
to me, which, to my great satisfaction, I have 
universally met with, will be farther demon- 
strated by the choice of a parliament, zealously 
affected to our present happy establishment in 
the Protestant succession ; and in return, no- 
thing shall be wanting on my part, that can 
contribute towards improving a good corres- 
pondence and harmony between me and my 
people, and that can tend to perfect and per- 
petuate the happiness of Great Britain.'* 

The Parliament dissolved.'] Then the Lord 
Chancellor prorogued the parliament to the 
29th of August ; but on the 7th of the same 
month a Proclamation was issued for dissolving 
this parliament, and calling of another * 

FIRST SESSION 

OF THE 

SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
op 

GREAT BRITAIN, 
Meeting of the New Parliament.] January 
£3, 1788. This dayjthe New Parliament met at 
Westminster. The King being seated on his 
royal throve, adorned with bis crown and regal 
ornaments, and attended with his officers of 
state ; the Lords being also in their robes ; com- 

* " His Majesty now proceeded to settle his 
Ministry, his Council, and his Household ; and 
that, in such a manner, as proved be was re- 
solved to give the preference to the friends of 
bis family, and of public liberty. The seals of 
the spccetaries of state were continued with the 
duke of Newcastle and the lord Townshend ; 
Mr. Pelham, {he duke's brother, was appointed 
secretary at war. The duke of Rutland Was 
appointed Chancellor of the dutchy of Lancas- 
ter. Sir Robert Walpole was appointed Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer, and first- Lord of the 
Treasury ; and*, by the union of these two 
offices in his person, was considered as prime 
minister of state ; the other lords of treasury, 
were sir Charles Turner, Mr. Doddington, sir 
Geosge Oxenden, and Mr. Clayton. Lord 
Torrington was placed at the head of the Ad- 
miralty, and the other members of that board 
were, Mr. Cockburn, sir John Norris, and sir 
Charles Wager, sir Thomas Littleton, the lord 
Malpas, and Mr. Molyneux. The earl of 
Chesterfield was appointed to go embassador 
to Holland, and the lord Carteret was made 
lord lieutenant of Ireland." 

" Meanwhile the general election for mem- 
bers of parliament was going on in the nation, 
with a spirit, which sufficiently testified the 
confidence which the people of England repos- 
ed in the administration/' Tmdti. 



manded the Gentleman Usher of thrfBackRod 
to let the Commons know, ft is his Majesty 
pleasure, they attend him immediately, in this 
House. 

Who being come ; the Lord Chancellor said, 

" My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
" I am commanded by his Majesty to let 
you know, he will defer declaring the buses 
of his calling this Parliament, till the House of 
Commons have first of all a Speaker; and that, 
therefore, it is his Majesty's pleasure, that you, 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, repair 
to the place where you are to sit, and there 
proceed to the Choice of a proper person to 
be your Speaker ; and that you present suck 
person whom you shall so choose here, on Sa- 
turday next, at one o'clock, for his Majesty's 
royal approbation." 

Then his Majesty was pleased to retire, and 
the Commons withdrew.) 

List of the House of Commons.] The follow- 
ing is a List of {he Members of the House of 
Commons : 

A List of the House of Commons in the Se- 
venth Parliament of Great Britain, which 
met at Westminster, January 23, 1738. 

Bedfordshire. 
Sir Rowland Alston, 

Patee Byng, — Succeeded his father as discount 
Torrington, a new writ ordered, Jan. 24, 
1733. 

Charles Leigh. 1 
Bedford. 

John Orlebaf, 

John Thurloe Brace,— Not duly elected. 
James Metcalfe,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 21, 1731, „ 
Sir J. Van. Sambroke. 

Berkshire. 
Sir Jehn Stonhouse,— Died; a new writ ode* 

ed, Jan. IT, 1734. 
Robert Packer,— Died ; a new writ crow, 

April 26, 1731. 
William Archer, 
Windsor. 

Lord Vere . Beauclerk,— Made commissioner 
of the navy ; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 10, 1732, he was re-elected. 

George vise. Malpas,— Succeeded his father * 
earl of Cholmondeley ; a new writ ordered, 
May 11, 1730. 

Lord Sydney Beauclerk. 
Reading. 

Richard Thompson, Richard Pottenger. 

Wallingford. 
William Hucks, George Lewen. 

Abingdon, 
Robert Hucks. 

Bucks. 

Sir Win. Stanhope, ' — 

Richard Hampden,— Died ; and a new 
was ordered, Jan. 2 V 172ft. . 



Winch. H. Packer. 
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miralty ; and a new wilt being ordered, June 
1, 1732, he was re-elected. 

Lestwithiel. 

Darf ell Trelawney, — Died ; a new writ order* 

ed, Feb. 17, 172$. , x 
Sir Orlando Bridgman," — Made his election fof 

Blechingley. 
Sir Edward Knatchbull, — Died; a new writ 

ordered, April 20> 1730. 
Anthony Cracherode, — Solicitor to the Trea- 
sury. 

Edward Walpole,— Second son of sir Robert 
Walpole. 

Truroe. 

Hugh Boscawen, Sydney Meadows. 

Bodmin. 
John Laroche, 

Robert Booth, — Died; a new writ ordered. 

Jan. SI, 1733. 
Sir John Heathcote. 



Sir Thomas Lee. 

Buckingham. 
Thomas Lewis,— Made his election for Salis- 
bury. 

John Fane, — Created lord Catberlougb in Ire- 
land ; now earl of Westmoreland. 
Geo. Chamber! ayne. 

Chipping Wicomb. 

William Lee, Made a judge of the KingV 

bench(now lord chief justice of England); 
and a new writ ordered, Jaa. 21, 1731. 
Harry Waller, Sir Charles Vernon. 

Aylesbury. 

Sir William Stanhope, — Made his election for 
the / county. 

Philip Lloyd,— Made one of the equerries to 
his Majesty ; a new writ ordered, Feb. 6, 
1730. He was afterwards elected for Christ- 
Church. 

Edward Rudge, Thomas Ingoldesby. 

Agmondesham. 
Bt. Leveson . Gower,— Made his election for 

Newcastle-under-Line. 
M. Garrard Drake,— -Died ; a new writ or- 
dered, May 10, 1728. 
Thomas Lutwych, MarmadukeAllington. 
Wendover. 

James vise. Limerick,— Trustee for the colony 
of Georgia. 

Richard Hampden,— Made his. election for the 
county. ' 

John Hamilton. 

Great- MarUm* 

John Clavering, — Made a groom of the bed- 
chamber to his Majesty; a new writ ordered, 
May 7, 1731. 

Edmund Waller, 

Qeorge Robinson, — Banker in Lombard-street. 
Expelled the House for indirect and fraudu- 
lent practices in the affairs of the Charitable 
Corporation, and for having never attended 
the service of the House, although required ' 
so to do; and a new writ was ordered, 
April 8, 1732. 

Sir Thomas Hoby. 

Cambridgeshire. 
Henry Bromley, Samuel Shepherd. 

Univ. of Cambridge. 
Edward Finch, Thomas Townshend. 

Town of Cambridge. 
Sir J. Hynd Cotton, Tho. Sclater Bacon. 

Cheshire. 
Charles Cholmondeley, 
Sir R. Salusbury Cotton. 

Chester. 

Sir Rob. Grosvenor, Sir Charles Bunbury. 

Cornwall. 
Sir John St. Aubin, {5ir William Carew. 

Launce&tan. 
John King, Arthur Tremayne. 

Leikard. 

John Cope, — Lieutenant-colonel of the second 
troop of Grenadier guards, made colonel of 
a regiment. 

Thomas Ciutterbuck,— Made a lord of tho Ad- 
Vol. VIII. 



Hehton. 
John Evelyn, 

John Harris, — Made paymaster of the Board 
of Works; and a new writ being ordered,, 
May 17, 1738, he was re-elected. 
Saltash. 

John vise. Glenorcby, — Envoy to the court of 
Denmark, and roaster of the horse to tho 
three eldest Princesses. 

Edward Hughes, — Died ; p new writ ordered, 
Jan. 29, 1734. 

Thomas Corbet, — Joint secretary of the Ad- 
miralty with Josiah Burchet, esq. and secre- 
tary to Greenwich hospital. 
Camelford. 

Thomas Hales, — Clerk of the Green-cloth. 

John Pitt, — Colonel in the first regiment of 
Guards, aid-de-camp to his Majesty, and 
vice admiral of the Summer Islands. 
West Looe. - 

John Willes^— Made chief justice of Chester; 
and a new writ being ordered, Feb*. 17, 
1729, he was re-elected, and made attorney 
general to his Majesty rand a new writ be- 
ing ordered, Jan. 17, 1734, he was re-elected. 

Edward Trelawney,— -Made a commissioner of 
the Customs; a new writ ordered, Jan. 16* 
1733. 

Thomas Walker,— Surveyor-general of Jus Ma- 
jesty's crown revenues. 
Grampound. 
Philip Hawkins, 

Humphry Morice, — Bank director; died, a 
* new writ ordered, Jan. 19, 1732. 
Isaac Leheup. 

East Looe. 

Sir John Trelawney, Charles Longueville. 
Penryn. 

Edward Vernon, Sir Cecil Bishop. 

Tregony. 

John Goddard, — A commissioner for settling 
the merchants losses by the Spaniards. 

Thomas Smith, — Vice chamberlain to the 
Queen's household ; died, a new writ ©r- v 
dered, Jan, 25, 1729, 

Mat. Ducie Morton, 

2R » 
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Bouiney. 

Robert Corker,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

March 18, 1731. 
John Hedges,— Treasurer to the Prince of 

Wales ; . and envoy to the court of Turin. 
Jag. Cholmondeley,— Major of the Horse 

Guards, and deputy-governor of Chester 

castle. 

St. Ives. 

Sir Rohert Rich, Henry Knollys. - 

, Fowey. 
Jonathan Rasbleigb, Rich.visc.FitzwiIliams. 

St. Germain*. 
Sir G. Heathcote, — Senior alderman of Lon- 
don; and director of the Bank ; died, a new 
^ writ ordered, Feb. 20, 1733. 
Sidney Godolphin, — Died; anew writ order- 
* ed, Jan. 16, 1733. 
Dudley Ryder, — Made solicitor-general to his 
Majesty; and a new writ being ordered, 
Jan. 17, 1734, he was re-elected. 
Richard Eliot. 

St. Michael. 
Henry Relsal, 

Thomas Farrington, — Made auditor of his Ma- 
* jesty's land revenues within the principality 
of Wales; and a new writ being ordered, 
' June 1, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Newport. 

Thomas Herbert, Sir William Morice. 

St. Maws. 
HenryVane, 

•John Knight,— Made his election for Sudbury. 
William East. 

Kellington. 
Sir John Cory ton, Thomas Copleston. 

Cumberland. 
Sir James Lowther, — Succeeded hid brother in 

the dignity of baronet. 
Gilfred Lawson. 

Carlisle. 

Charles Howard,— Lieutenant-governor of this 
city and castle^ and colonel in the second 
regiment of Foot Guards. 

John Hylton. 

Cocformouth. 
WHIiam Finch, Sir Wilfred Lawson. 

De$byshi be. 
Godfrey Clarke, Sir Nathaniel Curzon. 

Derby. 
Lord Jas. Cavendish, 

WilKam Stanhope,— Created lord Harrington : 

a new writ-ordered^ Jan. 21, lt30- 
Charles Stanhope. 

Devonshire. 
Sir Will. Courtenay, 

John Rolle,— Died ; a new writ ordered. May 

15,1730. .* . 

Henry Rolle. 

Exeter. 

Samuel Molyneux, — A lord of the Admiralty ; 

died, a new writ ordered, May 10, 17*8. 
Francis Drew, 

John Belfield,-rSerjeant at law. - 



Totness. 
Sir Charles Willes, 

Exton Sayer,— Doctor of laws, advocate of the 
Admiralty, and chancellor of Durham, made 
surveyor-general *>f his Majesty's lands; aod 
a new writ being ordered, May 8, 1730, he 
was re-elected and died ; a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 13, 1732. 

Sir Henry Gough. 

Plymouth. 

Arthur Stert, 

George Trcby,— Made his election for Dart- 
mouth. 

Robert Byng, — Made a commissioner of the 
navy, and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 
13, 173$, he was re-elected. 
Qakhampton. 
W. Northmore, Thomas Pitt 

Barnstable. 
Richard Coffin, Theophilus Fortescue. 

Plympton. 

George Treby,— Made his election for Dart* 
mouth. 

Richard Edgecumbe, John Fuller. 
Honiton. 

Sir W. Yonge,— Made a lord of the Admiralty: 
And a new writ being ordered, Slay 27, 1728, 
he was re-elected, and afterwards made a 
lord of the Treasury : and a new writ being 
ordered, May 8, 1730. he was re-elected. 
James Sheppard, — Died : and afterwards voted 

not duly elected, March 15, 1731. 
Sir William Pole. 

Tavistock. 
Sir Francis H. Drake, 
Sir John Cope, — Made his election for the 

county of Southampton. 
Sir Humphry Monnoux. 

Ashburton. 
Richard Reynel, Roger Tnckfield. 

Dartmouth. 
George Treby,— For Plympton in the last Par- 
liament, made master of the household ; and 
a new writ being ordered, May 8, 1730, he 
•was re-elected. 
Walter Cary,— Made one of the chief clerks 
of the council; and a new writ being order- 
ed, May 14, 1729, he was re-elected. 
Bereolston. 
Sir F. Hen. Drake,— Made his election for 
Tavistock. 

Sir John Hobart, — Made his election fiirNor- 
folk. 

Sir Archer Croft, — Made a commissioner of 
! trade and plantations, and a new writ be- 
ing ordered, May 15, 1730, he was re- 
elected. 

Llerirylord Walden, — Succeeded his father ai 
earl of Suffolk. A new writ ordered, Jap. 18, 
1734. 

William Morden, — Changed his name to Har- 
bord. 

TivertotL 
Arthur Arscot, 

Sir Wm. Yonge,— Made his dectron for Hofli- 
ton. 

iJajneaNeltBorpe. 
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Maiden. * 

Henry Parsons, Thomas Bramston. 
Harwich. 

John vise. Percival, Sir Philip Parker. 

Gloucestershire. 
Sir John DuttonJ Henry Berkley. 

Gloucester. 

M. D. Morton,— A double return, the tw# 
last duly elected ; Mr. .Morton and Mr. 
Chester waving their return, and Mr. Mor- 
ton was re-elected for Tregony. 
Thomas Chester, 

Cha*. Selwyn,— Equerry to the Queen. 
Benjamin Bathurst. 

Cirencester. * 
Thomas Master, Peter Bathurst, 

Tewksbury. 
Thomas vise. Gage, George {lead. 

Herefordshire, 
Edward Harley, Velters Cornwall* 

Hereford. 

Henry m. of Carnarvon, Thomas Geers. 
Leominster. 

Sir George Caswall, William v. BatemaiT. 

Weobly. 
Udeval Price, 

John Birch, — Made cursitor-baron of the Ex- 
chequer ; and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 
14, 17S0, he was re-elected, and expelled for 
a notorious breach of trust reposecf in him, as 
a commissioner and trustee for t|ie sale of the 
forfeited estates, and a new writ ordered, 
March 31, 1733. 
James Cornewall. ' 



Dorsetshire. 
Edm. Mort. PleydeU, George Chaffin. 

Poole. 
George Trenchard, 

Dennis Bond, — Letter-carrier to his Majesty, 
expelled the House for a notorious breach of 
trust reposed in him, as a commissioner and 
trustee for the sale of forfeited estates for the 
use of the public. A new writ ordered, 
April 3, 1732. 

Thomas Wyndham. 

Dorchester. 
v John Brown, 

William Chappie, — Made justice of the coun- 
ties of Merioneth, Carnarvon, and Anglesea, 
in the principality, of Wales ; and a new writ 
being ordered, March 4, 1729, he was re- 
elected. 

iAjme-Regis. 

J ohn Burridge, jun. — Not duly elected. 

Henry Drax, 

Henry Holt Henley, — Made clerk of the Pipe ; 

and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 21, 1729, 

he was re-elected. 

Weymouth, and Melcombe-Regis. 
Sir James Thornhill, Thomas Pearse, 
lEdward Tucker, 

William Betts,— Knox Ward, esq. petitioner 
against Mr. Betts, renewed Sess. 2 and 3, 
and the election, as to Mr. Betts, was decla- 
red void, and a new writ ordered, May 7, 
1730. 

George Doddington. 
Bridport. 

William Bowles, 

James Pelham, — Made his election for Newark; 
and upon Solomon Ashley, esq. withdraw- 
ing his petition, a new writ ordered, Feb. 12, 
1730. 
John Jewkes. 

Shaftesbury. 
Stephen Fox, Sir Edw. Desbouverie. 

Warehm. 

Sir Edward Ernie/— Died, a new writ ordered, 

Feb. 17, 1729. 
Joseph Gascoigne, — Pied ; a new writ ordered, 

Feb. 6, 1729. 
Nathaniel Gould, Thomas Tower. 

Corfe-Castk. 
John Bond, John Banks. 

Durham Coutity. 
George Bowes, Johp Hedwortb. 

Durham. 

Charles Talbot,— Created lord Talbot, and 
lord chancellor; anew writ ordered, June 
17,1734. 

Robert Shaftoe, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

Jan. |5, 1730. 
Henry Lambton, John Shaftoe. 



Rich. vise. Castlemain, Sir Robert Abdy. 

Colchester. 
Stamp Brooksbank, — Bank director. 
SamUel'Tuffiieli, — A commissioner for settling 
" commerce. 



Hertfordshire. 
Sir T. Saund. Sebright, Charles Casar. 

St. Albans. 
William vise. Grimston, ' 
Caleb Lomax, — Died: a new writ ordered, 

March 16, 1730. 
Thomas Gape, — Died* a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 16, 1733. 
John Merril. , 

Hertford.' 
Sir Thomas Clerked George Harrison. 

Huntingdonshire. 
John Bigg, 

Will. marq. of Hartington, — Succeeded his fa- 
ther as duke of Devonshire ; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 14, 1730. 

Robert Pigott. , ' 

Huntingdon*. 

Roger Handaside, Edward Wortley. 

Kent. y 
Sir Roger Meredith, 

Sir Robert Furnese,— -Died, a new writ or- 
dered, March 19, 1733. 
Sir Edw. Deriug. 

Canterbury. 
Sir Will. Hardres, Sir Thomas Hales. 

Rochester. 

David Polhill.-^Made keeper of the records in 
the Tower ; and a new .writ being oraered, 
April 27, 1731, be was re-elected. 
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House-keeper to Green- 



[€1G 



Christopher Tower. 
Williaip Shippeo. 
Peter 3old. 
Thomas Lister. 



Sir#John Jennings,- 
wich hospital. # 

Maidstone. 
Thomas Hope, John Finch. 

Queenborough. 
Sprig Manesty,— Commissioner of the Victual- 
ling-office; died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
21,1729. 

. John Crowley, — Died; a new writ ordered, 
. Feb. 15, 1728. 

Lancashire. 
Sir Edward Stanley, ' Richard Shuttleworth. 

Preston. 
Sir Henry Hoghton, 

Daniel Pulteney, — Died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 13, 1732. 
Nicholas Fazakerley. 

Lancaster. 
Sir Thomas Lowther, 

Newton. 
Legb Master, 

Wigan. 
Sir Roger Bradsbaigh, 

. Clithero. 
John vise. Galway, 
. Liverpool. 
Thomas Brereton, — Made a commissioner of 
the Victualling-office; a new writ ordered, 
May 14, 1729, 
Thomas Bootle, Sir Thomas Aston. 

Leicestershire. 
Lord William Manners, — Lord of the bedcham- 
ber to his Majesty. 
Sir Clobery Noel,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 17, 1734. 
Ambrose Philips. 

Leicester. 
Sir George Beaumont, 

George Wrighte, Grandson of the lord- 
keeper. 

> Lincolnshire. 
Sir T. L. Saunderson, Robert Vyner. 
Lincoln. 

Sit John Monson, — Created lord Monson; a 

new writ ordered, May 28, 1728. 
Charles Hall, Sir John Tyrwhit. 

Boston. 

♦Henry Pacey, — Died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
}3, 1730. 

Sir Richard Ellys. Henry Id. Colereine. 

Great Grimsty. 
George Monson, John Page. 

Stamford. 

William Noel, Robert Shirley. 

Grantham. 
John vise. Tyrconneli Sir M. Newton. 

Middlesex. 
James Bertie, 

Sir Francis Child, — East India director, and 
x alderman of London. 

Westminster. 
Lord Charles Cavendish, — A lord of the bed- 
chamber to the Prince. 
"William Clayton,-— A lord of the Treasury, 
created lord "Suntton in Ireland in 1735. 



London. 

Sir John Eyles, — A commissioner of the for- 
feited estates, and^ub-governbr of the South 
Sea Company. 
Humphry Parsons, 

John Barnard, Micajah Perry. 

Monmouthshire. 
Sir Wm. Morgan, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

April 28, 1731. 
John Han bury, 

L. Clms. Noel Somerset, — Brother of the duke 
of Beaufort, afterwards duke of Beaufort. 
Monmouth. 
Edward Kemeys. 

Norfolk. 

Sir J. Hobart, — Created lord Hobart ; a new 

writ ordered, May 28, 1728, and since 

created earl of Buckinghamshire. 
Sir Thomas Coke, — Created lord Lovel, a new 

writ ordered, May 28, 1728, and since 

treated earl of Leicester. 
Sir Edmund Bacon, Harbord Harbord. 
Norwich. 

WalleV Bacon, Robert Britiffe. 

Lynn- Regis. 
Sir Charles Turner, — A teller of the Exche- 
quer. 

Sir Robert Walpole, — One of the governors of 
the Charter-house. 

Great Yarmouth. 

William Townsbend, — Aid-de-camp to his Ma- 
jesty, groom of the bed-chamber to the 
Prince of Wales, and usher of the Ex- 
chequer. 

Horatio Walpole, — Made cofferer of his Ma- 
jesty's household; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 5, 1730, he was re-elected. 
Thetford. 

Sir Edmund Bacon, 

Robert Jacombe, — Inspector-general of Ac- 
compts of the out-ports ; died, a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 16, 1733. 

Charles Fitzroy, — Cornet of horse, and master 
of the Tennis-court. 
Castle-rising. 

Algernon e. of'Montrath. 

Charles Churchill. 

Northamptonshire. 

Sir Justinian Isham, — Died ; a new writ or- 
dered, May 15, 1730. 

Thomas Cart w right, Sir Justinian [sham. 
City of Peterborough. 

John earl Fitzwilliam,-^Died, a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 21, 1729. 

Sir Edward Obrien,— Not duly elected. 

Sir C. Goimter Nicol, — Died ; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 17, 1734. 

Sidney Wortley, — Died; a new writ ordered. 
May 14, 1728. 

Armsted Parker, Joseph Banks. 

Town qf Huntingdon. 
George Compton, 

Edward Montagu,— Brother to the earl of Hali- 
fax, and colonel of a regiment of foot, made 
governor, of the town of Kingston-upon- 
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earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham ; a-itew 
writ ordered, Jan. 28, 1730. 
John Noel, — Eldest son of the former John ; 

died, a new writ ordered, Feb. 15, 1728. 
William Burton,, 

Thomas Noel,— Second son of the former 
John. 



Holl; and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 
18, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Brackley. 
Sir Paul Methuen, 

William Egerton,— Colonel of a regiment of 
foot; died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 16, 
1733. 

George Lee. 

Higham Ferrers. 

John Finch. 

NORTHU MBERLAND. 

Ralph Jenison, * Sir Will. Mlddleton. 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Sir William Black et,— Voted not duly elect- 
ed. 

Nicholas Fenwick, . William Carr. 
Morpeth. 

Hetfry vise. Morpeth, Sir Tho. Robinson. 
Berwick upon Tweed. 

Joseph Sabine, — Lieutenant-general of his Ma- 
jesty's forces, governor of Berwick, and of 
Holy Island, and colonel of the royal regi- 
ment of Welch Fuzileers. 

Oeorge Liddell. 

Nottinghamshire. 

Scroop vise. Howe, — Made governor of Bar- 
bados ; a new writ ordered, May 15, 1732. 

Sir Robert Suiton, — Sub-governor of the royal 
African company, expelled on account of the 
Charitable Corporation ; a new writ order- 
ed, May 15, 1732. 

William Levinz, Thomas Bentiet. 

Nottingham. 

Borlace Warren, 

John Stanhope,-— Secretary to the embassy at 
the Hague, and brother to the earl of Ches- 
terfield. 

East Retford. 
Thomas White, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 16, 1733. 
Sir Robert Clifton, John White. 

Newark upon Trent. 
James Pelham, Richard Sutton. 

Oxon. 

Sir William Stapleton, Henry Perrot. 

University of Oxford. 
George Clark, Henry vise. Cornbury. 

Oxford. 

Francis Knollys, Thomas Rowney. 

Woodstock* . 

W. inarq. of Blandford, — Died ; a new writ 

ordered, Jan, 13, 1732. 
Samuel Trotman, John Spencer. 
Banbury. 

Francis North, — Succeeded his father as lord 
Guilford, a new writ ordered, Jan. 13, 1730. 

Toby ChRuncy, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 
April 2, 1733. 

William Knollys, called vise. Wallingford, — 
Son of the earl of Banbury, whose claim to 
that title was disallowed by the House of 

* Peers. See the State Trials, for the pro- 
ceedings on that claim. 

Rutlandshire. 
.Dankl lord Finch,— Succeeded his father as 



Salop. 

John Walcot, William Laconcbild. 

Shrewsbury. 
Richard Lister, Sir John Astley. 

Bridgnorth. 
Sir John Charlton, John Weaver. 

Ludlow. 

Hen. Arth. Herbert, Richard Herbert. 

Great Wenlock. 
Samuel Edwards, 

John Sambroke, — One of the gentlemen of his 

Majesty's privy-chamber. 
Bishop's Castle. 
John Pluraptre, — Treasurer and paymaster of 

his Majesty's Ordnance. 
Robert Moore. 1 . 

Somersetshire. , ■» 

Sir Wm. Wyndham, T. S. Horner. 

Bristol. 
Abraham Elton, 

Johu Scroope,-iJoint secretary of the Trea- 
sury. - 
Bath. 

Robert Gay, — Treasurer to Christ's hospital, 
London. 

George Wade,^-Made governor of the town of 
Berwick upon Tweed ; and anew writ be- 

- ing ordered, Jan. 22, 1733, he was re- 
elected. 

Wells. . ' 

Edward Prid. Gwyn, — Not duly elected. 
Thomas Edwards, jun. William Peirs. 

Taunton. 
George Speke, 

Francis Fane, — One of his Majesty's counsel at 
law, and staudtng counsel to the board of 
trade and plantations. 
Bridgwater. 

G. B. Doddington, 

Sir Halswell Tynte, — Died; a new writ ordered, 

•Jan. 21, 1731. 
Thomas Palmer. 

Minehead. 

Francis Whitworth,— Made surveyor of his 
Majesty's woods north . and south of the 
Trent, and a new writ being ordered, April 
6, 1732, he was re-elected. 

Alexander Luttrell. 
Ilchester. 

Charles Lockyer, — Chief accomptant to the 
South-Sea Company. 

Thomas Crispe. 

MilbumPort. 

Thomas Medlycott, — Made a commissioner 
of the revenue in Ireland, and a new writ 
being ordered, Feb. 21, 1727, he was re-elect- 
ed. » ^ 

Michael Harvey, 
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Southampton. 
Lord Harry Powlett, — Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty, and a new writ being ordered, 
June 8, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Sir John Cope. 

Winchester. * 
Lord William Powlett,— Died ; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 14, 1730. 
George Bridges. Norton Powlett, jun. 

Southampton, 
Robert Eyre, — Made a commissioner of the 
Excise ; a new writ ordered, May 14, 1729. 
Anthony Henley, Sir William Heathcote. 
Portsmouth. 
' Sir John Norris, Sir Charles Wager. 

Yarmouth. 

Maurice Morgan, — Colonel in the third regi- 
ment of guards, made lieutenant-governor of 
the Isle of Wight ; and anew writ being or- 
dered,Jan. 25, 1731, he was re-elected, and 
died ; a new writ ordered, May 9, 1733. 

Paul Burrard, Maurice Bockland. 

. Petersfield. 

Norton Powlett, 

Joseph Taylor,— Chief clerk of the hospital of 
Bridewell, London. 
Newport. 

William Fortescue, — Secretary to sir Robert 
- Walpole, as chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and attorney-general to the Prince of Wales, 
made one of his Majesty's counsel at law ; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 14, 1730, 
he was re-elected. 
George Huxley, — Made commissary-general of 
the musters ; and a new writ being ordered, 
Hay 14, 1799, he was re-elected. 
Stockbridge. 
Mastin Bladen, John Chetwynd. 

Newtown. ' 

James Worsley, and Thomas Holmes,— Both 

not duly elected. 
Charles Arm. Powlett, — Second son of lord 

William Powlett. 
£ir John Barring ton. 

Christ-Church. 

Charles Wither, — Surveyor-general of all his 
Majesty's woods ; died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 13, 1732. 

Joseph Hinxman, — His Majesty's woodward 
and keeper of Underwood in New Forest. 

Philip Lloyd,— Before in this Parliament for 
Aylesbury. 

Symington. 

Lord Nassau Powlett, 

Anthony Morga^-rDied; a new writ ordered. 

May 7, 1729. 
William Powlett. 

Whitcchurth. 
John Selwyn,— Groom of the bedchamber to 

his Majesty. 
John Conduit. 

Andower. 

James Brudenel, — Made a commissioner of 
trade and plantations ; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 15, 1730, he was re-elected 
and made one of the grooms of his Majesty's 

\ 




„ bedchamber ; and a new writ beiogofaered 
June 13, 1733, be was re-elected. ' 
Charles Collyear,-r-Succeeded his father at 
earl of Porttnore, bis elder brother dying be- 
fore his father; a new writ ordered, Jm 
IS, 1730. ' 
William Guidott. 

STAFFOfcDSHIBE. 

Sir Walt. Wag. Bagot, Will. Levison Gower, 
Litchfield. 

Walter Chetwynd,— Made governor of Barbs- 

does ; a new writ ordered, May 1, 1781. 
Richard Plummer, Geo. Venab. Vernon, 
Stafford. 

J. Gas. Nightingale,— Son-in-law to earl Fer- 
rers. 

Walter vise. Chetwynd. 

Newcastle under Line. 
Bapt. Levison Gower. John Ward. 

Tamworth. 
William e. of Inchiquin, 
Thomas Willougbby,— ^-Voted duly elected 
against Thomas Abney, esq. petitioner. 

Suffolk. 

Sir William Barker,-— Died ; a new writ or- 

dered, Jan. 13, 1732. 
Sir Jermyn Davers, Sir Robert Keup. 
Ipswich. 

Sir William Thompson,— Made a baron of the 
Exchequer ; a new writ ordered. Jtn. 16, 
1730. 

Francis Negus,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 11, 1733. 
Philip Broke. 

Dunwich. 
Sir George Downing, 

Thomas Wy ndhauy-Auditor of the sooth part 
of the duchy of Lancaster. 
Orford. 

Dudley North,— Pied ; a new writ ordered, 

Feb. 16, 1730. 
Price Devereux,— Made bis election for the 

county of Montgomery. 
Robert Kemp, William Acton. 

Aldborough. 

Will. Wyndham, Lieutenant-governor of 

Chelsea hospital; died, anew writ ordered, 
April 28,* 1730. 
Samuel Lowe, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 13,1732. 
George Purvis,— Captain in the navy. 
Sir John Williams, 



Carteret Leathes, 

John Knight,— Died $ a new writ ordered, J» 
IT, 1734. 

Richard Jackson,. r -§outb Seadirectqr. 
tye. 

Stephen Cornwall^, John Corpwallis. 

St. JZdmimdsbury. 
Thomas Nor v>n,— Made JieuteBanHoienwr 
of Chelsea hospital; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 7,17$0, he was re-eteted. 
John lord Harvey,— Made vice-cbamberlain of 
his Majesty's household, and a new writbeinc 
ordered, May T, 17«0> he was re-elected, aui 
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Steyning. v 
William vise. Vane, Thomas Bladen. 

East-Grinstead. 
Henry vise. Palmerston, — Chief remembrancer 

of the court of Exchequer in Ireland. 
Richard vise. Shannon. 
Arundel. 

Thomas vise. Gage, — Not duly elected. 
Sir John Shelley, John Lumley. 

Warwickshire. 
William Peytoe,— Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 22, 1734. 
Edward Digby. Sir Charles Mordaunt. 

Coventry. 
Sir Ado! phi Oughton, John Neale. 

* Warwick. 
Sir Will. Keyte, William Bromley, jun. 

Westmoreland. 
Anthony Lowther, Daniel Wilson. 

Appleby. 
John Ramsden, 

Sackville Tnftoa,— Succeeded as earl of Tha- 

net ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 13, 1730. 
Walter Plumer. 
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called up to the House. of Peers; anew 
writ ordered, June 13, 1733. 
Thomas Hervey. 

Surry. 
Thomas Scawen, 

Arthur Onslow,--Speaker of this and the three 
succeeding Parliaments, made treasurer of 
the navy at the expiration of this Parlia- 
' ment. 

Southwark. 

Edmund Halsey, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 13, 1730. 
Sir Joseph Eyles, Thomas Inwen. 
Blechingly. 

Sir Orlan. Bridgman, — A commissioner of trade 

and plantations. 
William Clayton. 

Ryegate. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll, James Cocks. 
Guilford. 

Arthur Onslow, — Made his election, for the 

county. 
Henry Vincent, 

Richard Onslow,—- Colonel in the first regi- 
ment of foot guards, and adjutant-general. 
Gatton. 

William Newland, Paul Docminique. 

Haslemere. 
James' Oglethorpe, 
Peter Burrel, — South Sea director. 

Sussex. 

Sir Spencer Compton,— Created terd Wilming- 
ton; a new writ ordered, Feb. 15, 1728. 

Henry Pel ham, — Made paymaster-general of 
the land fortes; ami a new writ being 
ordered, May 11, 1730, he was re-elected. 

James Butler. 

Chichester. 

Charles Lumley,— One of the grooms of the 
bedchamber to hisMajesty; died, a new 
writ ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. 

Lord William Beaucterk,— Died, a new writ 
ordered, March 6, 1732. 

Sir Tho. Prendergast, James Lnmley. 
Horsham. 

Charles Ever^field, Henry Ingram. 
Midhurst. 

Alan vise. Middleton,— Died ; a new writ 

ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. 
Bulst. Peach. Knight, Sir Richard Mill. 

Lewes. 
Thomas Pelham, 
Thomas Pelham,— -Of Stanmere. 

New-Shoreham. 
Sir Nath. Gould, — A bank director; died, a 

new writ ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. 
Francis Cham berlayne,— Died; a new writ 

ordered, Jan* 21, 1729. 
John Gould, Samuel Ongley. 

Br amber. * 
Sw Richard Gougb,— Died ; a new writ- or* 

dered, Feb. 23, 1726. 
Joseph Danvers, 

John Gutoley,~-NoVdbW elected, 1 
James Hoate^jun. 



Wiltshire. 
Sir James Long,'— Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 27, 1729. 
John Ivory Talbot, John Howe. 

New Sarum. 
Anthony Duncombe, Thomas Louis. 

Wilton. 

Robert Herbert,— Commissioner of the re- 
venue in Ireland. 
Thomas Martin. 

Downton. 

John Verney,— Made chief justice of Chester;. 

and a new writ being ordered, Jan. If , 1734, 

he was re-elected. 
Gyles Eyre,— Serjeant at law, and recorder of 

Bath. 

Hindon. 
George Heathcote, 

Townshend Andrews, — Deputy paymaster of 
the forces. 

Heytesbury. 
Edward Ashe, 

Horatio Townshend, — Gentleman of the privy- 
chamber, and bank director. 
Westbury. 



Francis Annesley. 

WilliamDueket 
Benj.Haskin Styles. 



John Hosk. Gifford, 

Calne. 
William Wardour, 
Devizes. 
Francis Eyles, 

Chippenham. 
Gabriel Roberts,— South Sea director. 
Rogers Holland. 

Malmesbury. 
Giles Earle, — Made a commissioner of the re- 
venue in Ireland ; and a new writ being or- 
dered, May 27, 1728, he was re-elected. 
Will. Rawlinson Earle, — Made clerk o"f the de- 
liveries in the Ordnance; and a new writ 
being ordered, May 11, 1732) he was re- 
flected. 
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Cricklade. r , 
Christopher Tilsoo,— One of the clerks of the 

Treasury. 
Sir Thomas Read. 
' Bcdwin. 

George vise. Le wish am, — Not duly elected. 
Sir William Willys,— Died, a new writ ordered, 

April 21, 1732. 
William Sloper, Francis Seymour. 

Ludger shall. 
Charles Bonne, — Late governor of Bombay. 
Borlace Richm. Webb. 

Old Sarum. 

Tho. earl of Londonderry, — Colonel of a regi- 
ment of foot, made governor of the Leeward 
Islands ; a new writ ordered, May 14, 1728. 

Thomas Pitt,— Made Tiis election for Oak- 
hampton. 

Thomas Harrison, — Colonel of a regiment of 
foot. 

Matthew Chitty St. Quintin. 

Wotton Basset. 
John St. John, John Crosse. 

Marlborough. 
Thomas Gibson, ' Edward Lisle. 



Worcestershire. 
Si* H. P. Packiogton, Edmund Lecbmere. 

Worcester. 
Sir Richard Lane, Samuel Sandys. 

Droitmch. 

Richard Foley, — Died, a new writ ordered, 
April 5, 1732. 

Thomas Winnington, — Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty ; and a new writ being ordered, May 
14, 173a, he was re-elected. 

Edward Foley. 

Evesham. 

John Rudge, Sir John Rushout. 

Bewdley, 
William Crew Offley. 

Yorkshire. 
Cholmond. Turner, 

Sir Thomas Wentworth, — Created lord Mal- 

ton ; a new writ ordered, May 28, 1728. 
Sir George Saville. 
York. 

Sir William Milner, Edward Thompson. 
... Kingston upon Hull. 

George Crowle, — Made a commissioner of the 
Victualling-office; and a new writ being 
ordered, Feb. 14, 1733, he was re-elected. 

Jos. vise. Micklethwait, — Died, a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 24, 1734. 

Henry Maister. 

Knaresborough. 

Sir Henry Slingsby, 

Richard Aruudel, — Made surveyor-general and 
keeper of his Majesty's private roads and 
ways; and a new writ being ordered, May 
4, 1731, he was re-elected. 
„ Scarborough. 

John Hungerford, — Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 14, 1730. 

Sir Wm. Strickland, 

"William Thompson,— A commissioner of the 
Victualling-office, 




Rippon. 

William Aislabie, — Son to John* i 
William Aislabie, — Nephew to John, sen* 

Richmond. 

Charles Bathurst, and Sir Mann. Wyvill,— 

Both not duly elected. 
John York, 

Sir Conyers D'Arcy, — Made comptroller of 
the Household,, and privy counsellor ; and 
a new writ being ordered, May 11, 1730, 
he was re-elected. 1 
Heydon. 

Henry Pulteney, — Colonel of a regiment of . 
foot. ; 

William Pultenev, — Made cofferer of his Ma- 
jesty's Household; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 27, 1723, he was re-elected. 
Boroughbridge. 

James Tyrrel, 

George Gregory,— Store keeper of the Ord- 
nance. 

Malt on. 

War. Geo. Westby.— Made a commissioner ol 
the*Customs; arnew writ ordered, May 4, 
1731. 

Henry Finch,— Made receiver general and col- 
lector of the revenues in the island of Minor- 
ca ; and a new writ being ordered, May 13, 
1739, he was re-elected. 

Sir Will. Wentworth. 
Think. 

Sir Thomas Frankland, — Made a commissioner 
of trade and plantations; and a new writ 
being ordered, May 28, 1728, he was re- 
elected, and made a lord of the Admiralty ; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 14, 
1730, he was re-elected. 

Thomas Robinson,— -Secretary to Horatio Wal- 
pole, esq. as ambassador-extraordinary to 
the court of France. 
Aldborough. 

Charles Stanhope, 

William Jessop, — Made second justice of Ches- 
ter ; and a new writ being ordered, Feb. 
25 r 1729, he was re-elected. 

Beverly. 

Eljerker Bradshaw,— Not duly elected. 
Charles Pelham, Sir Charles Hotharo. 

Northallerton. 
Henry Peirse, 

Leonard Smelt, — Made clerk of his Majesty's 
Ordnance, and a new writ being ordered, 
May 16, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Pontefract. 

Sir Will, lowtber, 

John Lowther, — Died, a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 14, 1730. 
John Mordaunt. 

CINQUE PORTS. 
Hastings* 

Thomas Townshend, — Made his election for 

the University of Cambridge. 
Sir Will. Ashburnham, 

Tho. Pelham, juu. — Secretary to the British 
ambassadors at the Congress, 
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Dover. 

Henry Furnese, George Berkeley. 

Sandwich. 
Josiah Burchet, 

Sir George Oxenden — Made one of the lords 
of the Treasury at the end of this Parlia- 
ment. 

Hythe. 
Hercules Baker, 

Sir Sam. Leonard, — Died; a new writ or- 
dered, Feb. 16, .1728. 

William Glanvilie. 

New-Romney. 

John Essington, and David Papillon, : — Both 
not duly elected. 

Sir Robert Furnese, — Made his election for the 
county. 

Sir Robert Austen, David Papillon. 
Rye. 

John Norns, — Made usher of the Custom- 
House in the port of London ; a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 17, 1733. 

Phillips Gybboo, Matthew Norris. 

Wihchelsea. 

Robert Bristow, 

John Scrape,— Made his election for Bristol. 
Sir Arthur ' Croft, — Made his election for 

Beeralston, March 5, 1728. 
Peter Walter. 

Seqford. 
Sir W. Gage, 

Sir Philip Yorke, — Created lord Hardwieke, 
and made lord chief justice of England ; a 
new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1734. 

William Haye. 

WALES. 

' Anglesey. 
Hugh JVilliams. 

Beaumaris. » 
Wat. Will. Wynne,— Made hit election for the 

county of Denbigh. 
Richard vise. Bulkeley. 

Brecon. 
W. Gwyn Vaughan. 

• Brecon Town* 
Thomas Morgan. 

Cardigan. - 
John vise. Lisburne. 

Cardigan Town. 
Francis Corn wallis,— Died, a new writ ordered, 

Jan. 28, 1729. 
Thomas PoweJl^and Richard Lioyde,— Double 

return. 

Caermarthen. 
Sir Nich. Williams. 

Caermarthen Town* 
Arthur Bevan. 

Carnarvon. 
John Griffith. 

Carnarvon Town. 
Thomas Wynne,— Clerk of the green cloth to! 
the Kins. 

Vouvm. : 
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DENfilGH 1 . 

Wat. Will. Wynn. 

Denbigh Town.\ 
Robert Myddelton, — Died; a new writ or- 
dered, April 12, 1733. 1 
John Myddelton. 

Flint. ' 
Sir Roger Mostyn. v 

*" .Flint Town. 
George Wynne, and Salusbury Lloyd, — Double 
return. , 

Glamorgan. 
Sir Charles Kemeys. 

Cardiffe Town. 
Bussy Mansell. ' 

Merioneth. 
Richard Vaughan. 

Montgomery. 
Price Devereux. / 

Montgomery Town. \ 
Robert Williams, and William Corbet,— Dou- 
ble return. 

Pembroke. 
John Campbell. - 

Pembroke Town. 
William Owen. 

Haverford West* 
Erasmus Philipps. 

KIdnor. 
Sir Hum. Howarth. 

New Radnor Town. 
Thomas Lewis. , • 

SCOTLAND. 

V 

Shire of 

Aberdeen. 

Sir Archibald Grant,— Expelled the House on 
account of the charitable corporation ; a 
new writ ordered, May 22, 1739. 

Sir Arthur Forbes. 
Air. 

Col. James Campbell, — Colonel of the regi- 
ment of Scots Greys, and groom of die bed- 
chamber to his Majesty; only brother to 
the earl of Loudoun. 
Argyle. 9 

Sir James Campbell, Commissary of the 

Musters in North Britain. 
Xunff. y 

William Duff,— Created lord BraCo in Ireland, 
9 Geo. 2. 

Berwick. 
George Baiilie. 

Bute and Caithness. 
Patrick Dunbar. 

Clackmannan and Kinross. 
Colonel John Hope. 

Cromartieand Nairn. 
Sir Ken. Mackenzie >T ->Died, ft MW Writ oj> 

dered, Jan. 32, 1709. 
Sir George Mackenzie. 

Dumfries. 
Charles Areskine, 
2S 
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Duhbarton. 

Ja\m Campbell, — Groom of the bedchamber 
to his Majesty. 

Edinburgh, 
Robert Dundass. 

Elgin. 
Alexander Bredie. 

Fife. 

Sir John Anstruther. » 
Forfar. 

James Scot, jun.-'-Died, a new writ ordered, 

March 23, 1733. 
Robert Scot. 

Haddington* 
John Cockburn. 

Inverness. 
James Grant. v 

Kincardine. 
James Scott, ^sen. 

Kircudbright. 
Patrick Heron. 

Lanark. 

Lord Arch. Hamilton, — Made a lord of the 
Admiralty ; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 13, 1729, be was re-elected. 
Linlithgow. 

Alexander Hamilton,— Secretary to the Prince 
of Wales for Scotland. 

Orkney and Shetland. 
Colonel George Douglas,— Succeeded to the 
title of earl of Morton ; a new writ ordered. 
March 18, 1730. * 
Captain Robert Douglas. 
Peebles. 

John Douglas,— Died ; a new writ ordered. 

March 21, 1732. 
Sir James Nasmytb. 

Perth. 
John Drummond. 

Renfrew. 
Sir John Schaw. 

Ross. 

Lieut -gen. Charles Ross,— Died ; a new writ 
' ordered, Jan. 23, 1733. 
John Monro. 

Roxburgh. 

Will. Douglas, jun. — Made keeper of the gene- 
ral register of homings in Scotland ; and a 
new wri* being ordered, May 27, 17 28, he 
was re-elected. 
Selkirk. 

John Pringle, sen.— Made one of the lords of 
Session in Scotland; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 14, 1730. 

J. Rutherford ,jun.— -Made commissary of the 
Commissariot of Peebles; and a new writ 
being ordered, June 13, 1733, he was re- 
elected. 

Stirling. 

Hen. Cuningham^— Commissary-general of the 
Musters in Scotland. 
Sutherland. 

Will, lord Stratbaaver,-r-Grandson and heir of 
the earl of Sutherland, whom he succeeded : 
a new writ ordered, Jan. 22, 1734. 
Wigtown.. 

Gel. William Dalrympie. 



, Edinburgh City. 

John Campbelr. 

Boroughs op 

Kirkwall, SfC. 
Col. Robert Munro, jun. 

Fortrose, <5rc. 
Duncan Forbes. 

Elgin, SfC. 

William Stuart,— Made his election for the 

boroughs of Air, &c. 
Peter Campbell. 

Aberdeen^, SfC. 
John Middleton. 

Forfar, SfC. 
John Drummond. 

Craill, SfC. 
Philip Anstruther, — Colonel of a regiment of 
foot at Gibraltar. 
Dysart, SfC. 
James Sinclair. 

Inverkithen, eye. 
H. Cuningham, jun. — Made his election for 

the shire of Stirling. 
Thomas Erskine, — Made captain of foot in his 
. Majesty's army ; and a new 'writ being or« 
dered, May 13*, 1729, he was re-elected. 
N . Glasgow, SfC. 
John Blackwood,— Not duly returned. 
Daniel Campbell. 

Selkirk, SfC. 
John Murray.' 

Haddington, SfC. 
Sir James Dalrympie. 

Dumfries, SfC. 
Archibald Douglas, sen. 

Wigtoun, SfC 
Will. Dalrympie, — Made his election for tbt 

shire of Wigtoun. 
John Dalrympie. 
* Air, SfC 

William Stuart, — Made paymaster of direri 
annual bounties and pensions in England; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 5, 1731, 
he was re-elected. 

List op the Sixteen Peers of Scotland. 

Duke of Montrose 

Roxburgh 
Marquis of Tweedale 
Earl of Sutherland 

Rothes, (died, in 1722.) In 
his stead 

Einlater and Seafield. 

Buchau 

Haddiqgton 

Loudoun 

Selkirk 

Aberdeen 

Orkney 

Stair 

Bute 

Hopetoun 
Deloraine 
Isla. 
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Arthur Onslow, esq. chosen Speaker.] The 
Commons being returned to theif House, 

The Marquis of Hartington moved, " That 
Arthur OnSlow, esq.* do take the Chair of 
this House." Upon which . , 

Sir William Strickland seized the present oo 
casion of bearing his testimony of the merits of 
the worthy gentleman, then recommended, to 
such, who had not sat with him in Parliament; 
for to such only could it be necessary to say 
any thing upon this occasion. That this va- 

* " January 24. The King came jesterday 
to the House, and ordered us to choose a 
Speaker, and present him on* Saturday ; Mr. 
Onslow was chosen by the most general con-* 
currence that was ever known, moved by lord 
Hartington and seconded by sir William Strick- 
land. We had 427 members in the House; 
most of them sincere and hearty friends and in 
perfect good humour, and things. I am per- 
suaded will go gloriously to the satisfaction of 
his Majesty and his friends abroad ; 1 went 
through the park by chance, when his Majesty 
passed that way to the House, and the quan- 
tities of people were numberless; and the ac- 
clamations of joy the greatest that were ever 
known; I must own 1 never saw such a sight. 
' I am with the greatest affection and respect, 
&c." Horace Walpole to the Earl of Walde* 
grave : Coxe's Walpole; 

" Mr. Arthur Onslow was chosen Speaker, 
with an unanimity which could only be in- 
spired by that opinion of his virtue and abi- 
lities, which his Conduct has since so fully jus- 
tified in a longer series of public and irrepiip- 
hensible service in that station, than any man 
i «ver discharged/' Tindal. ■ 

Mr. Hatsell, in his valuable book of Prece- 
dents (vol. 3 p.-vi.), pays the following tribute 
of gratitude and respect to the memory of 
Mr. Onslow i 

i " It will be impossible to peruse a page of 
the following work, without observing the great 
advantage that it derives from the Notes and 

I Observations of Mr. Onslow, the late Speaker 
of the House of Commons^' which have been 
very obligingly communicated upon this occa- 
sion by his son, the present lord Onslow. 

" It would be impertinent in the Editor of 
this collection to suppose, that any thing, which 

! be can say, will add to the reputation of a cha- 
racter so truly eminent as that of Mr. Onslow ; 
but, as it was under the patronage, and from 
the instructions of that excellent man, that he 
learnt the first rudiments of his Parliamentary 
knowledge; and, when Mr. Onslow retired 
from a public station, as it was permitted to' 
the Compiler or this work, to visit him in that 
retirement, and to hear those observations on 
the law and constitution of this government, 
which, particularly in the company of younjg 
persons, Mr. Onslow was fond of communi- 
cating, be may be perhaps be allowed to in- 
dulge himself for a moment; in recollecting 
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cancy had been twice supplied from his family,* 
with great honour, and, when the duty of the 
Chair came to be considered, be doubted not 
but all the qualifications, necessary for an exact 
performance of it, would be found in him : A 
thorough knowledge of the orders and methods 
of Parliament; "a clearness, and readiness, in 
delivering opinions in matters of the greatest in- 
tricacy ; and, above aU, an unshaken zeal in 
the service of the kingdom, and an impartiality 
in judging on all occasions : And who had sat 
with him in the last Parliaments, without ob-» 

those virtues which distinguished that respecta- 
ble character, and in endeavouring to point 
them out as patterns of imitation to all who " 
wish to tread in his steps. Superadded to his. 
great and accurate knowledge of the history of 
this country, and of the minuter forms and pro- • 
ceedings of Parliament, the distinguishing fea- 
ture of Mr. Onslow's public character was, a 
regard and veneration for the' British constitu- 
tion, as it was declared and establsihed at the 
Revolution. This was the favourite topic of 
his discourse t and it appeared, from the uni- 
form tenor of his conduct through life, that to 
maintain this pure and inviolate, was the ob* 
ject at which he always aimed. Iu private 
life, though he held the office ef Speaker of the 
House of Commons for above three and thirty 
years, and during part of that time enjoyed 
the lucrative employment of Treasurer of the 
Navy, it is an anecdote perfectly well-known, 
that, on his quitting the chair in 1761, his 
income from his private^ fortune, which had 
always been inconsiderable, was rather less 
than it had been in 1737, when he was -first 
elected into it. 

" These two circumstances in Mr. Onslow's 
character, are of themselves sufficient to render 
the memory of that character revered and re- . 
spected by all the world ; but the recollection - 
of them is peculiarly pleasant to the editor of 
this work ; who, amongst the many fortunate 
events that have attended him through life, 
thinks this one of the most considerable, that, 
in a very early period of it, he was introduced , 
and placed under the immediate patronage of 
so respectable a man ; from whose instruc- 
tions, and by whose example, he was confirmed 
iu a sincere love and reverence for those prin- 
ciples of the constitution, which form the basis 
of this free government ; the strict observance 
of, and adherence to which principles, as well 
on the part of the crown as oCthe people, can 
alone maintain this country in the enjoyment 
of those invaluable blessings, which have de- 
servedly drawn this eulogium from the best- 
informed writers of every nation in Europe, 
' That as this is the only constitution which, 

* from the earliest history of mankind, has had 

* for its direct object " Political Freedom so 
' there is none other in which the laws are so 
' well calculated to secure and defend the life, 

* the property, and the personal liberty of 
' every individual.' 99 

• See vol, 1, p. 704, aad vol. 6, p. 744. 
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serving, bow -exactly he had appeared to be 
versed in the orders and methods of proceed- 
ing, with what zeal for the liberties .of his 
country, with what strength, and perspicuity, 
he had debated, and how impartially he had 
acted in all the important affairs then in agita- 

, tioo? That these were the qualifications, which 
so eminently pointed him out a most worthy suc- 
cessor to the noble person, who last, and for so 
many years, filled the Chair with so great dig- 
nity : and that, thus qualified, be hoped, from 
the duty the worthy person owed his country, 
and from the zeal he had always shewn for the 
service, of it, that he would not decline any 
service the House might require from him, how 
difficult and painful soever it might appear ; 
and that he should be excused for the share he 
bad taken in this matter, since, he assured htm, 
it proceeded from a full conviction of the 
truth of what he said, and, of consequence, 
from the duty he owed to the House, and his 
country: That he forbore adding more to what 
he had said ; not doubting other gentlemen's 

* impatience to be as great as his to call to the 
Chair the worthy person named ; and there- 
fore concluded, my seconding the motion that 
Arthur Onslow, esq. do take the Chair of this* 
House, as Speaker. 

' And the House calling upon Mr. Onshw to 
the Chair ; he stood up in his place, and said, 
« Mr. Stables, 
M I am very sensible how great an honour I 
receive, in the noble lord and the worthy gen- 
tleman thinking me in any degree qualified for 
that high station, the filliog of which is now the 
subject of our consideration. Their motion to 
the House, Sir, will be the glory of my life ; 
but, to make jt so, it must stop here, lest my 
having the execution of this office should lose 
me that credit which, their recommendation 
will otherwise give me ; an office, Sir, that all, 
Who have been chosen to,. have not succeeded 
in : the greatest men have tried their abilities 
there, and some, who have been esteemed such 
before, it is said, have found this eminence too 
high for them : nay, Sir, even speeches of dis- 
» ability, having become a custom and a fashion 
on these occasions, and should they be thought 
only such, shew the sense of mankind in all 
rimes as to the hazard of this undertaking. But 
that, which most increases my dread, is, the 
difficulty, the example of the great person who 

S resided last among us, has left upon the be- 
avionr of his successor. What then, Sir, must 
die terrors of my mind be, under the appre- 
hension of being raised to this dangerous 
height, when surely no one, who ever came 
there, but gave fairer hopes of well performing 
bis duty, than it is possible forme to db? Who, 
Sir, (of late ages at least) has been Called to 
this promotion at the end of so short a service 
hi the House, as mine has been ? and who has 
had it to Say in any age, that his knowledge of 
the business of Parliament was not greater than 
what I have acquired ? I should also urge my 
"want of years, would not that be an argument 
against sdm* gentlemen here, whose great qua- 



lifications might long ago have recommended 
them to this chatge, and whom, among others, 
I wish my honourable friends had rather 
thought of, than the person they 4 have now 
named. Many, Sir, and great, are my other 
inabilities for the discharge of this important 
trust; needless for me to mention, where there 
are so many witnesses of them, and who, I am 
satisfied, Sir, will join with me in beseeching 
the noble lord and the honourable gentleman 
to recede from the motion they have made, 
and by . that to make way for another, which 
will be more for the credit and benefit of the 
House." 

But the House again calling upon Mr. Onslow 
to the chair; he was taken ouref his^place by 
the lord marquis of Hartington and sir William 
Strickland, who led him from the bar of the 
House up to the chair ; where (upon the tot 
step to the chair) he said, * 

" I hope, before I go'any further, gentlemen 
will re-consider what they have done, and suffer 
me to return to my place, in order to the making 
choice of another person more fit for this." 

But the Members cried, " No, no." 
/y Whereupon Mr. Onslow ascended the) tipper 
step: and standing there, said, 

" Since Gentlemen' will not receive the rea- 
sons I have offered, for my not being brought 
hither, I am to return (which I do) my humblest 
thanks to the House for the great honour 
which has this day been done me ; but I hope, 
I shall have the leave of gentlemen to submit 
my inabilities to his Majesty, and to implore 
bis gracious permission for troe House to make 
another, which I am sure must he a better, 
choice," 

The House cried, " No, no." 

And thereupon he sat dtfwn in the chair; and 
then then the Mace (which before lay under the 
table) was laid upon the table. 

The Speaker's Speech on being presented and 
approved of.~\ January 27. The King, being 
seated on his royal throne, adorned with his 
crown and regal ornaments, and attended with 
his Officers of state; the Lords being also in 
their robes commanded the gentleman usher 
of the black rod to let the Commons know, " It 
is his Majesty's pleasure, they attend him im- 
mediately, in this House." Who being come,; 

Mr. Onslow said, 

" May it please your most excellent Majesty, 
" The Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment assembled, having received your Majesty's 
commands to make Choice of one of their mem- 
bers to be presented to your Majesty for their 
Speaker, have, in pursuance thereof, and ac- 
cording to their ancient right) proceeded to an 
election ; and their choice, Sir, is fallen on 
me, for that important trust ; bat bow proper 
a choice, is now. with your Majesty Co judge; 
and nappy, Sir, is it for your Commons, that 
your Majesty's disapprobation will give them 
an opportunity to re-consider what tbey Kavfc 
done, and to make another, election, more 
worthy of ^«n r »d^yo*rMajei^ 
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ami that your Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to shew this indulgence to your faithful Com- 
mons, am I, Sir, an humble suitor to you, for 
their sakes and my own, that their debates, the 
order, the decorum, and the dignity of their 
assembly, and thereby the great affairs of the 
kingdom, may not suffer through my inabilities; 
nqr I sink under the weight of so unequal a 
hurt hen, but to be left to perform my duty to 
your Majesty and the puMic, in a way more 
suited to my capacity. But what, Sir, above 
all renders me most improper for this high sta- 
tion, and creates the greatest dread on my 
mind, is my unfitness to approach your sacred 
person, and to represent yoarCoamionsas they 
ought ever to appear before the Majesty of their 
Sovereign. 

" It is, Sir, for these reasons, tbat I once 
more crave leave to implore your Majesty's 
goodness, to command your Commons to^do 
what they can very easily perform; to make 
choice of another person, more proper for 
them to present to your Majesty on this great 
occasion/' 

The Lord ChanceJJpr, receiving directions 
from his Majesty, said, 

" Mr. Onslow, 

" I am commanded by his. Majesty to ac- 
quaint you, tbat he well approves of the decent 
and modest manner of excusing yourself : but 
doth not admit the excuse; for, being perfectly 
satisfied with the choice the House of Commons 
have made, his Majesty does allow and confirm 
you to be their Speaker/' 

Then Mr. Speaker said, 

" Your Majesty having been pleased to ap- 
prove the Choice your Commons have made, 
is a command upon me, and makes it gay duty 
to submit. I>do, therefore, Sir, with all thank- 
fulness, acknowledge your Majesty's grace, in 
eonfprring this undeserved honour upon me ; 
and do here beg leave to assure your Majesty 
of my best endeavours to discharge, if I cannot 
with ability, yet with impartiality and upright- 
ness of heart, this great trust, which the Com- 
mons have committed to me, and which has 
now received your royal confirmation. And 
for my encouragement herein, permit me, 
great Sir, to beseech your Majesty's pardon, on 
my failings and infirmities; at least, that your 
Majesty will not impute them in any wise to 
your faithful Commons. And, that they may 
be the better enabled to do their duty to your 
Majesty and their country ,J do, in their name, 
and ou their behalf, by humble petition to your 
Majesty, lay claim to all their ancient Rights 
and Privileges : particularly, 1 That their per- 
« sons, their servants, and their estates,* may be 

* free from arrests and • all molestations : That 
« they may enjoy freedom of speech, for the 

* better management of their debates? ana have 

* liberty of aetess to your royal person, when 
' occasion shall require it. And that all their 
^proceedings may receive from your Majesty 
? the most favourable construction/ 



The Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty's far* 
ther commands, said, 

" Mr. -Speaker, 
" His Majesty is graciously pleased to gran* 
to the House of Commons aU the privileges you 
have asked in their name, in the most full, 
ample, and beneficial manner, they have been 
at any time granted or allowed by any of big 
royal predecessors ; and as to yourself, tyis Ma- 
jesty is so entirely satisfied of your dutiful affec- 
tion to his service, that he will, on all occasions, 
make the best and most favourable construc- 
tion of all your words and actions, in the exe- 
cution and performance of this great trust, aft. 
Speaker of the House oi Corhmons/' - 

Tlte King's Speech on Opening the Sesdon.\ 
Then his Majesty was pleased to speak as fol- 
lows ; 

" My Lords, and Gentlemen • 
u It is a great satisfaction to me, that, at the 
meeting the first parliament summoned and 
convened by my authority, I am able to give 
you hopes of seeing the public peace and tran* 
qoillity very soon restored. I very much wish- 
ed that the first period of my reign might have 
been distinguished by putting an immediate* 
end to the troubles and disorders of Europe, 
by a reduction of some part of my forces, a di- 
minution of taxes, and all the happy conse- 
quences of an honourable and established 
peace, to which my endeavours hare in no 
manner been wanting, as far as was consistent 
with maintaining the possessions, rights, and 
privileges, of my kingdom ; and, I promise 
myself, not without great probability of suc- 
cess. 

u lam very sensible of the disagreeable and 
uneasy situation in which our affairs have 
been for some rime ; and have been extremely 
concerned to see many of the inconvenienciea. 
of a war attending us, without any opportunity 
of resenting the injuries we sustained, or gain* 
ing of those advantages in return, which the 
vigorous prosecution of so just a cause, and the 
success of our arms, might probably have -se- 
cured to us. 

u But you are sufficiently apprized mat Pre- 
liminary Articles for a general pacification 
were some time ago signed and accepted by 
the contracting. parties on both sides ; and al- 
though the ratifications of them had been ex* 
changed by me and my allies with his Imperial 
Majesty, the good effects expected from them 
were retarded by the refusal on the part of 
Spain to execute some of the most material 
-points contained in them, and by endeavours to 
alter and explain some articles in such a man- 
ner as immediately affected the possessions 
and the just rights of my kingdom. I therefore 
jdiutly with my allies, declined exchanging the 
ratifications of the preliminaries with the court 
of Spain ; and rejected all such propositions 
as were detrimental and injurious to my ho- 
nour, aqd the interest of my people. 

" By these means^ the negotiation* were no- 
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avoidably carried into a tedious length ; which- 
I endured with the greater patience, from an 
earnest desire to procure to my subjects a safe 
and honourable peace, and to see the tranquil- 
lity of Europe preserved and settled upon a 
jnlid and fasting foundation : during which 
time, I received from the most Christian King 
and the States General the greatest proofs of 
their sincerity, and a renewal of the strongest 
assurances imaginable, that they would effec- 
tually make good all their engagements in sup- 
port of the common cause, and of * our mutual 
interests ; and I am very glad that I can ac- 
quaint you, that our joint endeavours have had 
so good an .effect, that by the last advices from 
abroad, I have great reason to hope that the 
difficulties, which have hitherto retarded the 
execution of the preliminaries and the opening 
of the Congress, will soon be entirely removed. - 
u However, it will in the mean time be abso- 1 * 
lutely necessary to continue, as our allies have 
already resolved to do, the preparations which 
have hitherto been our security, and prevented 
an open rupture in Europe, that we may not 
at once lose all the advantages which our for- 
mer expences and vigour have so nearly pro- 
v cured, by not being in a condition, if that ne- 
cessity should unexpectedly be brought upon 
us, to vindicate our honour, and assert our 
rights : and you may depend upon it, that my 
first, care shall be, to reduce, from time to 
time, the expence of the public, .as often and 

* as soon as the interest and safety of my people 
will permit it. 

"The Preliminary Articles, and such other 
Treaties and Conventions as have not yet been 
communicated to Parliament, and which may 
without manifest prejudice be exposed to public 
view, shall be laid before you. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

" I have given orders to the proper officers, 

* to prepare and lay before you Estimates of 
the Expences for the service of the current 
year ; and you may be assured, that the Sup- 
plies, which I find myself obliged to demand 
of yon, shall as certainly, as they do exceed my 
wishes and inclinations, be employed solely 
for the interest and security of the nation ; and 
I make no doubt, but that if any method can 
be found out for raising the necessary supplies, 
less grievous tp my people than another, that 
will have the preference in, all your delibera- 
tions. 

" I think myself obliged to recommend to 
jrou a consideration of the greatest importance, 
and I should look upon it as a great happiness, 
if, at the beginning of my reign, I could see 
the foundation laid of so great and necessary a 
work as the Increase and Encouragement of 
our Seamen in general, that they may be in- 
vited, rather than compelled by force and, vio- 
lence, to enter into the service of their country, 
as often as occasion shall require it ; a consi- 
deration worthy of the representatives of a 
people great and flourishing in trade and navi- 
gation. 

" This leads mt to mention to you the case 




of Greenwich Hospital, that pare may be taken, 
by some addition to that Fund, to render com- 
fortable and effectual that charitable provision 
for the support and maintenance of our Sea- 
men^ worn out and become decrepit by age and 
infirmities in the service of their country. 
" My Lords, and Gentlemen ; - • 

" As I have great hopes that a general paci- 
fication will be now obtained, by a speedy exe- 
cution of the Preliminaries ; I am satisfied 
that nothing will more effectually contribute to, 
and secure, this desirable end, tban such an 
unanimity, zeal, and dispatch of the public bu- 
siness in this parliament, as may convince the 
world, that npne among you are capable, out 
of any views or considerations whatsoever, to 
wish the distress of their country, or tto give an 
occasion, from the prospect of difficulties that 
may arise, and be fomented here at home r to 
interrupt or disappoint our present promising 
expectations : this it is in your power to defeat ; 
and this I depend upon, from your known zeal 
and affection to my person and government, 
and your hearty concern for the interest and 
welfare of my people." * 

Which being ended; his Majesty was 
pleased to retire ; and the Commons withdrew, 

Tfte Lords 9 Address of Thanks.] The Lords 
unanimously voted an Address of Thanks, 
which, on the 29th, was presented as follows : 

€t Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
Majesty the humble Thanks of this House, for 
your most gracious Speech from the throne, 
and to Congratulate your Majesty upon the great 
hopes you have been pleased to -communicate 
to us, of seeing the public peace and tranquil* 
lity very soon restored. 

" These, we must humbly acknowledge, are 
the happy consequences of that spirit and re- 
solution, with which your Majesty has asserted 
your rights as Sovereign of this kingdom, tem- 
pered with a noble self-denial of all the success 
and glory that might attend your Majesty's 
arms, in the prosecution of a just and necessary 
war, when put in balance with the ease, quiet, 
and prosperity of your subjects. It is a dis- 
position of mind truly great in your Majesty, a 
Prince so early initiated in the art of war, and 
formed by nature for the greatest military 
achievements, to choose rather to procure peace 
for your subjects,' than to Jead them to victo- 
ries; and to adorn your reign with the sincere 
and grateful acclamations of a happy people, 
rather than the splendour of triumphs. 

u Your Majesty's tender and indulgent care 
for the welfare of your kingdoms, has induced 
you to express-so kind and affectionate a con- 

• ««This Speech, which was, in general,* 
looked upon as what the public called an ho- 
nest one, and was acknowledged to be very 
little dashed with ministerial brewage, had a 
very good e.m)cV Tiadal, 
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cern for the late disagreeable situation of af- 
fairs, thoueh occasioned *by mere necessity 
which no numan prudence could have pre- 
vented: But whatever inconveniences have 
happened, they fall light upon us, when we ob- 
serve, that your Majesty, as a true father of 
your country, feels every uneasiness your sub- 
jects suffer : and as your Majesty has justly 
rejected all propositions, that were detrimental 
or injurious to your honour, and the interest 
of your people, we cannot doubt but your Ma- 
jesty's endeavours, in conjunction with your al- 
lies, to put an end to the troubles and disor- 
ders of Europe, will soon have the desired suc- 
cess. 

" The nature of such negotiations could not 
but carry them into that length your Majesty 
is graciously pleased to regret, and the patience 
jour Majesty has had, solely from an earnest 
desire to procure to your subjects a safe and 
honourable peace, must in duty and gratitude 
animate the whole nation with the most steady 
zeal, to exert itself in vindicating your Majes- 
ty's honour, and defending the rights of your 
crown. If contrary to expectation, the day 
should come, when the safety of your people 
•hall require stronger remedies than negocia- 
tions ; we shall roost cheerfully in that case, 
under God, depend upon your Majesty's valour 
and* conduct. 

" We therefore humbly concur in •pinion 
with your Majesty, of the absolute necessity of 
supporting your Allies, and promoting the mu- 
tual fidelity, which we, with the greatest satis- 
faction, observe between your Majesty and 
them, by continuing the preparations that haye 
brought us to so near a prospect of peace; that 
your Majesty, however unwilling, may not be 
unable to defend by force those rights, which 
we are persuaded will be maintained by amica- 
ble measures. 

" The gracious assurances from your Majesty 
of your desire to reduce the Public Expence, 
and the full conviction we have, that it will be 
managed with the utmost care and frugality, 
lay the greatest obligations upon us to do all 
in our power, to support the prudent and ne- 
cessary measures your Majesty so steadily per- 
severes in, for establishing a solid and lasting 
peace. 

" Your Majesty's condescension in acquaint- 
ing your parliament, that the Preliminary Arti- 
cles, and such other treaties and conventions, 
which, without manifest prejudice, may be ex- 
posed to public tiew, shall be laid before us, 
is anticipating all we could reasonably ask of 
your Majesty in the present conjuncture. 

" We have a fresh instance of your Majesty's 
early application to prosecute the real interest 
and peculiar advantage of this kingdom, by 
your being graciously pleased to recommend to 
us so important a work, as that of the increase 
and encouragenien t of our seamen . The weight 
which the naval force of Great Britain has so 
lately and visibly had, in asserting the honour 
of your Majesty's crown, and the rights and 
possessions of our country, is too lively upon 



our minds, fdt us not to enter with the greatest 
willingness on a deliberation so useful and ne- 
cessary, that they may be invited into the ser- 
vice, by means more suitable to the known hu-» 
manity and tenderness of the Prince they are 
to serve, and to those liberties they are to en* 
joy as well as defend, than the methods hitherto 
used of compulsion. 

u We cannot give better proofs of our duty 
to your Majesty, and love of our country, than 
by our unanimity, zeal, and dispatch of the 
public business ; and we hope this parliament 
will convince the world, that none of your sub- 
jects are so weary of their own happiness, as 
out of envy or malice to wish a public distress, 
or to foment difficulties at home, in order to 
interrupt our present promising expectations : 
We should look on such as incendiaries, un- 
worthy of the name of Britons ; they would be 
detested at home, and despised abroad, eveji 
by those whose cause they would serve. The , 
just indignation such an unnatural temper 
would raise in the hearts of all your faithful 
subjects, would necessarily incite them to the 
greater teal for your Majesty's service, and 
support of your government,, upon which our 
happy prospect of peace and prosperity doos 
depend : and as we are deeply sensible of the 
happiness we enjoy under the best, of govern- 
ments, administered by the best of kings, we 
will shew that we know how to set a just value 
on those blessings, by admitting no other con- 
tention amongst us, but who shall be most ac- 
tive and zealous in preserving them, and in pro- 
moting the public felicity, by rendering your 
Majesty's reign as easy and glorious to your- 
self; as it is happy and advantageous' to your 
people." 

The King's Answer.] His Majesty's Answer 
was as follows : 

"My Lords; 
. u I thank you for this very dutiful and affec- 
tionate Address, which cannot fail of having a 
good effect both at homo and abroad. The 
welfare and happiness of my people shall al- 
ways take place with me of all other consider- 
ations ; and you may be assured that the con- 
fidence you put in me, shall not be made use of 
to any other purposes, but for the safety, inte- 
rest, and honour of the nation. 4 ' 

The Commons* Address of Thanhs."] Jan. 31. 
The. Speaker reported his Majesty's Speech to 
both Houses ; upon which the lord Hervey, 
member for Bury, moved an Address of Thanks' 
to his Majesty, which bemg seconded, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Address to 
his Majesty upon the said Resolution : which 
was agreed to;* and the said Address pre- 



* u February 2. In the House of Commons 
Mr. Shippen would have made an amendment 
after the words, ' the disagreeable and uncer- 
4 tain situation of affairs,' by adding these fol- 
lowing, * at his Majesty's accession to the 
' throne/ which >rore in tended as a reflection 
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tented on tbe 2nd of February «s fol- 
lows: 

" Most Gracious Sovereign, 
. a We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return our 
humblest Thanks for your Majesty's most gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne; and to ac- 
knowledge, in the most dntiful and grateful 
manner, the tender and affectionate concern 
your Majesty has been pleased to express, for 
the many inconveniences that have arisen from 
the late disagreeable and unsettled state of the 
affairs of Europe. 

; " We are sensible o£tbc, unwearied and un- 
interrupted care with which your Majesty, ever 
since we have enjoyed the blessings of your 
reign, has laboured to put an end to the dis- 
putes, and restore the tranquillity of Europe ; 
of the desire you have had to free your people 
from all the burthens occasioned by impending 
war, and to procure to them all the happy eon- 
Sequences of a safe, honourable, and established 
peace ; and we think it as impossible that any 
difficulties should arise, to prevent us feeling 
the good effects to be expected from your pru- 
pence, as it is for any event to make us forget 
the marks we have already received of your af- 
fection. 

" The firmness your Majesty has shewn in 
absolutely refusing to admit of any explana- 
tions of preliminaries, derogatory to the ho- 
nour, or prejudicial to the interest of this na- 



on his late Majesty aod his ministers; and 
thence he took occasion to launch out into 
many invectives, and among ojher things, taxed 
our squadrons with being useless and insignifi- 
cant, for that we might have rifled the galleons 
at Carthagena, and plundered Portobello ; and 
have had those riches in our hands to "dispute 
with the Spaniards, &c. Sir W. Wyndham 
seconded him, and added that by out languid 
and lifeless way of -proceeding, we did no more 
than remove the negociations from Paris and 
Madrid to Cam bray, and that he could not see 
hy this slow method, that we were any thing 
near getting out of, our difficulties. But these 
declarations were received so ill by the House, 
and raised so mucin indignation, that tbe oppo- 
site party had not the courage to offer at any 
division, so that your lordship may be assured 
that the Opening of this Parliament has been 
most auspicious for the King and his affairs, 
and there is no question but it will continue so: 
only your lordship will observe, and my lord 
thinks you may well take notice of it to the 
Cardinal, that instead of the vivacities some 
take us to have, how tbe King's ministers are 
accused of languidness and want of spirit. And 
as sir William Wyndham is an intimate friend 
of lord Bolingbroke's, my lord believes that 
they pass with him too as not having vivacity 
•enough. I hope this will encourage your k»rd- 
ahtp and all our friends."— George Tilson 
(under Secretary of State) to the Sari of Wal- 
aVograve. Coxe's Walpok. 



tion, we feel more sensibly: as < 
equally for your Majesty's glory ai 
ness to have it appear to the whole i 
the care of your people is a consideration*) 
much superior to every other, in fixing jour 
Majesty's resolutions, that not even one so b 
portant as the peace Of all Europe could induce 
you to submit to the demands of others, or re- 
cede from your own in any point, where oor 
possessions were invaded, sur interest struck at, 
or our privileges disputed. 

" And since this stand, which your Majesty, 
in justice to yourself and regard to your people, 
thought fit to make, has not broke off the ac- 
commodation, but only retarded it for oar id- 
vantage ; we beg leave to congratulate your 
Majesty upon tbe near prospect of that succes 
in your negotiations, which cannot more effec- 
tually fulfil oor wishes, as the earnest of our 
prosperity t than it answers our expectations in 
demonstrating your wisdom. 

" But in case your Majesty's expectations of 
seeing the public^oeace and tranquillity soon 
restored, should still be disappointed; thatyonr 
people may no longer continue in that uncer- 
tainty, in which tbe policy of ethers may en- 
deavour to keep us ; and that we may be in a 
condition to do ourselves justice, should that 
necessity unexpectedly be brought upon us, we 
are determined, out of regard to our own inte- 
rest, as well as that we shall ever pay to your 
Majesty's honour, most effectually to enable 
you to do yourself right, and to assert and to 
maintain all the possessions, advantage!, and 
privileges of your people. 

** Whatever Supplies therefore, may be 
wanted for tbe service of the currest year, you 
Commons will, with the utmost chearfubess 
and unanimity, grant; being assured no Aid 
will ever be demanded by your Maiesty of your 
subjects, but what you judge absolutely neces- 
sary for their own interest and security. And 
as we are determined, in whatever Supplies we 
raise, to have regard to such methods as shall 
be least grievous to your people ; so we baw 
the greatest satisfaction in thinking we may en- 
tirely depend on your .Majesty's justice awl 
wisdom, that whatever we do great, will be 
constantly applied in the manner that will be 
most beneficial to them. Neither had we tbe 
least doubt, before we received your Majesty'] 
most gracious promise, but that your Majesty, 
from your paternal goodness to your people, 
would, from time to time, take every opportu- 
nity to make all such reductions of the public 
expences, as should be for our present ease, 
without endangering our future safety. 

" The assurances your Majesty has gives ds 
of the sincerity and steadiness, with whlck you 
are satisfied all your allies are determined, a 
all events to adhere to their engagemeats, and 
espouse the common cause, gave us thefreatest 
satisfaction ; and let the future dangee aod 
difficulties that may yet arise, impossible ts be 
foreseen, be ever so formidable ore*er so so* 
merous, we do not imagine there can be an; 
which your Majesty's, praadeoot, cstotim, *** 
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litie* and experience, joined to the assistance 
of your parliament, the firmness of your allies, 
and the bravery of your people, will not easily 
dispel. 

" It is an indispensible duty of those, who 
have a just sense of the great importance of 
the Trade and Navigation of this kingdom, to 
provide proper encouragements for our Sea- 
men ; and common justice requires that we 
should take a Compassionate care of those, 
who by misfortunes in their brave and faithful 
services jto their country, are become equally 
incapable of continuing those services, or pro- 
viding for themselves : we beg leave therefore 
to assure your Majesty, that we will take this 
^natter into oiir consideration, and on this, as 
well as every other occasion, pay the deference 
and regard due to your Majesty's most gracious 
recommendation. 

"If there are any so ill informed of the 
steady affection 6f your Commons, as vainly to 
place their hopes on any disputes or differences 
that might arise amongst us, we are determined, 
by a hearty; zealous and general concurrence 
in all our deliberations, for your Majesty's in- 
terest and the public welfare, effectually to dis- 
appoint such ill grounded expectations; and 
we are satisfied we cannot give better evidence 
of our love to our country, than by constant 
demonstrations of our duty to ,the best of 
kings : And as your Majesty's endeavours 
have been, and, we are persuaded, ever will be, 
to preserve us a free, and establish us a happy 
people, so we should think ourselves undeserv- 
ing all the benefits and .blessings of your reign, 
were it possible we could ever be wanting in 
the least point, on our part, to make it as great, 
happy and glorious, as that of any of your 
royal predecessors/' 

The King's Answer.] To this his Majesty 
returned the following Answer ; 

" Gentlemen ; 
*• I give you my Thanks for this very loyal 
and affectionate Address. Such returns of 
duty and gratitude from my faithful Commons 
would add, if any thing possibly could, to my 
resolutions of promoting and consulting upon 
all occasions the welfare and prosperity of my, 
people. The entire confidence you place in 
jne will engage me more strictly to make use 
of the power and trust you shall repose in me, 
for your interest, and to your satisfaction ; and 
you shall always find my readiness to ease and 
reduce the expences of the public to your ex- 
pectations." * 

* « It W as at this period, in which Walpole, 
confiding on the support of queen Caroline, 
took the lead in the administration, and be- 
came in reality the first minister, although lord 
Townshend still ostensibly retained the name; 
that the Opposition began to form itself into 
consistency, and to compose a firm and com- 
pact phalanx, which resisted all the efforts and 
influence of the minister to divide them, and 
which finally drove him from the helm, ' 

\ou Will 
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Debate on the Number qf the Land Forres.] 
Feb. 0. The Commons in n Committee of the 
whole House on the Supply, considered of the* 
Estimate of the Charge of the Guards, Gar- 
risons, and other bis Majesty's Land Forces in 
Great Britain, for the year 1728 ; and a motion 
being made, That the number of effective men, 
be 22,955; -the same met with opposition 
some members insisting, that the £,000 Aug- 
mentation-troops, raised ' last year, should bo 

" Until the death of George the First, the. 
component parts ofchis heterogeneous body, 
which consisted of a few disappointed Whigs, 
Tories, and J acobites, did not cordially coalesce. 
Many of those Whigs and moderate Tories, 
who looked up to that event as a prelude to 
their own admission into the ministry, kept 
aloof from those who, as being professed Jaco- 
bites, or violent Tories, could not expect the 
same success. But no soouer had the conti- 
nuance of Walpole in office annihilated their 
hopes, than the whole body became compact 
and united. In this respect the Whigs became 
Tories, the Tories Whigs ; and the Jacobites 
assumed every shape which tended to promote 
their views, by distressing government, and 
harassing the minister, whom they considered 
as the great supporter of the house of Bruns- 
wick. 

"The chief aim of the minister was* to - 
comprehend almost all the Tories as enemies 
to the government, by the name of Jacobites, 
or at least to give that stigma to everyone who 
was not a protest and known Whig. With this 
view, his own administration being naturally 
supported on a Whig foundation,. he endea- 
voured to attach to himself all those who had 
been dependent on Sunderland. With some 
he succeeded, but not with all ; and of those 
whom he could not gain,, several remained in 
their employments, because they were protected 
by the fclanover junto. This body oC Whigs, 
small but of considerable eminence, remained 
his enemies to the time 6f the king's death, 
watching for every opportunity to ruin him ; 
and from the accession of George the Second, 
commenced the opposition which became af- 
terwards so troublesome and formidable. Pul- 
teney was the great leader of this body ; under 
him were ranged his kinsman Daniel Pulteney, 
sir John Barnard, Sandys, and afterwards lord 
Pol wart h, Pitt, Littleton, and the Grenvilles. 
Sir William Wyndham was the great chief of 
the Tories, and William Shippen was at the 
head of the Jacobites, who did not form less' 
than fifty members. Those who supported the 
minister were lord Hervey, whose character 
and talents have been .scandalously depreci- 
ated by Pope, Henry Pelham, sir William 
Yonge, whom Johnson calls the best speaker in 
the House of Commons, Winnington and his 
brother Horace Walpole, whose talents for ne- 
gotiation, indefatigable assiduity in business, 
and acquaintance with foreign transactions, 
rendered him an able coadjutor," CoxeV 
Walpole. 

2T 
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entirely reduced : But beins; apprehensive that 
the majority of the Committee were for the 
motion, they endeavoured to put off tbe de- 
late, by moving, * That Mr. Speaker should 
resume the chair;' which being carried in tbe 
negative, by 290 votes against 84, * the Com- 
mittee came afterwards to the following Reso- 
lutions. 1. " That the number of effective 
men to be provided for Guards and Garrisons 
in Great Britain, and for Guernsey and Jersey, 
for the year 1738, including 1850 invalids and 
555 men for the six independent companies for 
tbe service of the Highlands-, be 22,955 men, 
commission and non-commission officers in- 
cluded* 2. That the sum of 786,974/. 2s. Qd. 
be granted for defraying the charge of the said 
3&,955. effective men." These Resolutions, 
being the next day reported, were agreed to by 
the House. 

Debate in the Commons on the Hcssum 
Troops.] Feb. 14. The House in a grand Com- 
mittee on the Supply, considered of the estimate 
of the Charge of 2,224 horse, 1,836 dragoons, 
and 8,034 Foot of the Troops of the landgrave 
of Hesse-Cassel, for tbe year 1728. Then a 
motion being made, that the sum of 230,923/. 
1 Is. Qd. be granted for the said Charge, the 
same occasioned a great Debate. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole hereupon set forth tbe 
state of affairs in Europe for some years past, 
and endeavoured to shew tbe absolute necessity 
of keeping up all our forces till the end of the 
present negotiations, particularly tbe 12,000 
men, which, by the Treaty of Hanover, Great 
Britain stood engaged to furnish. , 

He was answered by Mr. Daniel Pulteney, 
Mr. W. Pulteney, sir WilHam Wyndham, sir 
Wilfrid Lawson, and Mr. Bramston, member 
for Maiden, who objected, That by tbe said 
Treaty, tbe contracting parties were not obliged 
to furnish the succours stipulated therein, but 
within two months after requisition ; and that, 
even in such a case, Great-Britain was only to 
furnish men of war, or transport-shins, or even 
subsidies of money, at tbe cooice or the party 
requiring the said Succours. Te this 

Mr. Horatio Walpole replied, That the lata 



* «* Feb. 12. You guessed extremely right, 
in imagining that Mr. Penterhidter's discourse 
about disbanding of forces pointed at us, for in 
the debate on Friday about keeping the same 
number of forces, Mr. Pulteney, though be 
pretended that he had\no other intention but 
to put off the' question for some days in expec- 
tation of some news from Spain, could not 
forbear reasoning in a manner that tallied ex- 
actly with Penterhidter's discourse. You will 
have learnt from others the success of the day, 
where the division was 290 against 86, the 
greatest majority that ever was known in a 
committee ; and there is all the reason in the 
world to believe that -the rest of the public bu- 
siness will be carried on by the same spirit and 
unanimity/' Horace Walpole to the tail of 
Waidegrave ; CoxeY Walpole. 



king, in bis great wisdom, had thought fit to pro- 
vide betimes tbe said body of 12/XX) men, in or- 
der to obtain tbe ends of the Treaty of Hanover : 
that with this view a Convention waa made 
wkh tbe landgrave of Hesse-Casse), whose 
troops were the most ready at band fot that 
purpose, and much cheaper than tbe raising 
and maintaining national troops: that the 
necessity of making this Convention was the 
greater, by reason of an unforeseen disappoint- 
ment from one of the contracting parties in the 
the forementioned alliance : that, time had 
shewn, that the taking the said 12,000 men 
into his Majesty's Service was a wise and necet. 
sary precaution, since they bad hitherto pre- 
vented the kindling of a war in Germany; 
and that as the same reasons, for which they 
were taken into pay, still subsisted, it was pru- 
dence and absolutely necessary to continue 
that eipence till the intended congress at 
Gambray was over. 

Then tbe question being put upon the motion 
above-mentioned, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive by 280 votes against 84.* 

Feb. 15. Sir Charles Turner reported the 
said Resolution, which was agreed to by the 
House* 

Address for an Account of 250,000/. charged 
for Secret Service.] Feb. 19. It was resolved 
to address bis Majesty for a particular and dis- 
tinct Account of tbe Distribution of the Sum 
•of 250,000/. which, in an Account laid before 
this House, shewing bow the money given for 
the year 1727 has been disposed of, is charged 
to have been issued for other Expences and 
Engagements, over and above such as are 
therein particularly specified, for securing the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom, and pre- 
serving and restoring the peace of Europe; 
and of the time or times when tbe said sum of 
250,000/. was issued and distributed. 

The Committee of Supply resolve to raise 
1,750,000/, on the Coal Duty.] Feb. 25. The 
Commons, in a Committee on the Supply, 
came, to the following Resolution, viz. " That 
1,750-,000/. be raised by Grant, or Sale to the 
Bank of England, of Annuities not exceeding 
70,000/. per annum, being alter tbe rate of 4i. 
per ceot. per annum, redeemable by parlia- 
ment, to commence from the 24th of June, 
1728, and to be charged on the duties on coals 
and culm. 1 ' Hereupon 

Mr. William Pulteney observed, That the 
• ■ , i 

* " Feb. 15. We had yesterday in die 
Committee of Supply a debute about continu- 
ing the Hessians another year ki his Majesty's 
pay, which called me up, and although the de- 
bate did not last long, yet the opposite party 
would come to' a division, and we were 280 
against 86, and I reckon that our dispute about 
foreign affairs is as good as over, and by what 
the King said to me this morning, I beheve it 
will not be long before I shall have the honour 
to see you at Paris." Horace Wafpdle to the 
Earl of Waidegtavti CoxVs Walpole. - 
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shifting of funds was but perpetuating taxes, 
and putting off the evil day ; and that notwith- 
standing the great merit that some had built 
on the Sinking Fund, it appeared that the Na- 
tional Debt had been increased since the 
setting up of that pompous project. Upon 
which 

Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent merchant, 
said, He apprehended that gentleman had his 
notions out of a Treatise, intitled, " A State of 
the National Debt, 17 &c. supposed to be written 
by that very gentleman ; but that if he under- 
stood any thing;, it was numbers, and he durst 
pawn his credit and reputation to prove that 
Author's calculation and inferences to he false 
and erroneous. To this 

Mr. Pulteney replied, That he took them to 
be right ; and he would likewise pawn his credit 
and reputation to make good his assertion. 
Upon this 

Sir jfybert Walpole took up the cudgels, and 
said, He would maintain what sir Nathaniel 
Gould had advanced. 

Several warm expressions having passed on 
both sides, 

Mr. Hungerford interpssed, in a jocular 
speech, that pot the House in good humour, 
and so the dispute ended.* 

, Petition of the City of London, for Relief 
with regard* to the Coal-l)uty.] Feb. 26. A 
Petition of the Lard Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the city of London, in common 
council assembled, was presented to the House, 
setting forth, " That the Duties already laid 
apon Coals and Culm imported into the port of 

* " Whitehall, February 24. Yesterday, as 
sir Robert Walpole was giving an account to 
the House of Commons of the state of the 
Sinking Fund, he acquainted them that since 
the year 1716, it had paid off of the nation's 
<debts a certain sum (I think 6,000,000/. and 7 
or 800,000/.) but that by the contracting of 
new debts the debt of the nation had upon the 
balance been lessened, as I remember, about 
two millions and half only. Mr. Pulteney an- 
swered him, and averred that the debt of the 
nation, instead of being at all lessened, was 
greatly increased since 1716, and that though 
he was not now prepared to prove it, he would 
undertake to do so in two or three. days, and 
put his reputation upon it. Sir Robert put his 
reputation upon making out the truth of what 
he had advanced. In the debate mention hav- 
ing been made of the book published about a 
twelve-month ago, as was thought by Mr. Pul- 
teney's direction,. called, " A State of ihe Na- 
tional Debt," sir Nathaniel Could said be had 
earefully examined that book, and would un- 
dertake to prove it very fallacious. So it is 
expected there will on the next proper occasion 
be a formal debate upon this subject; but 
some say they remember that some such chal- 
lenge was formerly given by the .same gentle- 
man, but not supported;"— De la Faye to the 
EsrlsfWaktagravt, Coxa's Walpole, 
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London affect their trade only ; and that the 
inequality of theJburden hereof is a great dis- 
couragement to the manufactures, as well as an 
hardship upon the whole trading people in and 
about the city of London; and praying the 
consideration of the House, and such relief as 
to the House shall seem meet." But* a motion 
being made, and the question put, that the sai<i 
Petition be rejected, it was carried in the affir- 
mative, by 214 voices against 92. 

Then sir Charles Turner reported the above 
Resolution, which being read a second time, 
and a motion being made and the question 
, put, that the said Resolution be recommitted, 
it passed in the negative: After which the said 
Resolution was, upon the question put -there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. 

The King's Answer to the Address for an Ac* 
count of 250,000/. charged for Secret Service.] 
Feb. 29. Sir Paul Metbuen reported to the 
House, That their Address for a particular 
and distinct Account of the sum of 250,000/. 
&c. had been presented to his Majesty, and 
that his Majesty had commanded Mm to ac- 
quaint the House ; 

" That the late King, his Majesty's royal 
father, having the like occasion, reoeived from 
the last parliament the most dutiful ackndw- 
ledgments of bis great care and wisdom, in tak- 
ing such steps, and entering into such engage- 
ments, as he thought would best conduce to the 
security of this kingdom, and the preservation, 
of the peace of Europe; and at the same time 
the strongest, assurances of their future support, 
in all such farther measures, as he should find 
necessary and expedient, for preventing a rup- 
ture, and for the honour and advantage of 
these kingdoms : and a power toeing -atcord- 
ingly given by parliament to his late Majesty, 
for issuing and applying such sums of money as 
he should find necessary, for answering and de- 
fraying such expences and engagements, as had 
been or should be made for these great and ne- 
cessary purposes; eome part of the money, 
mentioned in this Address, had been issued 
and disbursed by hi? late Majesty ; and the re- 
maining part had been applied py his present 
Majesty, for .carrying on the same necessary 
services ; for strengthening his alliances ; and 
in fulfilling Engagements of the utmost import- 
ance to these kingdoms, .and to the general 
tranquillity of Europe, and which require the 
greatest secrecy, fjis Majesty therefore hopes, 
That this House will repose thesame confidence 
in him ; and be assured, that the money has 
been necessarily expended, pursuant to the 
power given by act of parliament, and for the 
uses and purposes thereby directed ; and that 
a particular and distinct Account thereof can- 
not be guVea without manifest prejudice to the 
public." Upon this 

Mr. W. Pulteney raised several weighty ob- 
jections against such a vague and general way 
of accounting for public money, as tending to 
render parliaments altogether insignificant and 
useless ; to cover embezzlements ; and to screen 
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corrupt and rapacious ministers.; urging the 
increase of the National Debt, notwithstanding 
the so much boasted Sinking Fund, and insist- 
ing OA having that important affair immediately 
debated in a Grand Committee. ■ 

But the court-party waved it, by moving to 
adjourn the House to the 4th of March; which, 
after some debase, was carried in the affirma- 
tive by 202 votes against 66. 

? Debate in the Commons on the State of the 
National Debt.] March 4. The Commons, 
tn a Committee of the whole House, considered 
of the State of the National Debt, and the 
proper officers were examined as to the follow- 
ing Accounts, viz. " 1. An Account of such 
National Debts, incurred before December 25, 
1716, as are redeemable by parliament, with 
the interest attending the same, aqd when the 
Same are redeemable. 2. Ati Account of (he 
Money paid into the Exchequer on the Duties 
on Coals aqd Culm, from the 29th of Sept. 1720, 
to the 29th of Sept. 1727, distinguishing each 
year ; and also the Account of the present annual 
and other charges thereupon. 3. An Account 
shewing how theMoneygiven for the service of the 
year 1727 hath been disposed of, distinguished 
under the several heads, until the 15th of Fe- 
bruary, 1727, with the deficiency thereupon. 
4. ^n Account of the Estimate of the Debt of 
Lis Majesty's Navy, as it stood on the 31st of 
December; 1727 

Then a motion was made by the Courtiers, 
* That it appears, That the Monies already 
issued and applied towards discharging the 
National Debts, incurred before Christmas 
1716, together with the sum of 220,435/. 
16$. 44. i q. which will be issued at Lady-Day 
1^28, towards discharging the said debts, 
amount to, 6,$48 J 762/. 5s. Id. J q/ 

Hereupon there arose a very warm debate, 
and Mr. Daniel Pulteney* endeavoured to 
$hew the fallacious tendency of that motion ; 
and was seconded by Mr. William Polteney, 
and supported by lord Morpeth, Mr* Shippen, 
and sir William Wyndbam. They suggested* 
in general, That notwithstanding the Supplies 
that were annually raised in the last reign ; 
notwithstanding the great sums of money given 
from time to time, for extraordinary expences 
and secret service ; notwithstanding the pro- 
duce of the Sinking' Fund ; yet the Public 



* " Mr. Daniel Pulteney was at that time in 
high credit for his great knowledge of public 
business and foreign transactions. He was a 
man of vast application and uncommon 
$alents. He was a. cold, but weighty speaker, 
and though other members in the' opposition 
tad brighter parts, none of them had equal 
abilities, because his natural capacity, which 
was sound, and vigorous, had been improved. 
hy study and application. He put himself at 
thVhead of the dehate upon this occasion, and 
being quite master of the subject, he endea- 
voured to shew there was fallacy and deceit in 
the motion/' Tindal. 



Debts, for the gradual discharge of which that 
famous project was said io bp contrived, were 
rather increased than lessened ; and this in, a> 
time of almost- uninterrupted peace and tran- 
quillity, which must be owing to a very profuse 
management of the public treasure ; and yield* 
ed but a very melancholy prospect ; since at 
this rate our debts must still grow faster in case 
of a war or public troubles ; so that the heavy 
and numerous taxes that now lay upon the 
nation, must be perpetuated to the latest pos- 
terity. Then, entering upon particulars, they 
took notice of the artifice with which the ac- 
counts that lay before them, were drawn up s 
that in order to swell that of the sums said to 
have been issued and applied towards the diar 
charge of the Public Debts, incurred before 
Christmas 1716, there were added to it above 
three millions, for the advanced price given in 
the year 1720, in order to make the irredeem? 
ables redeemable, which could not properly be 
called a payment of those debts : whereas, on 
the other hand, in the Account of the present 
National Debt, or of the increase of that debt 
since Christmas 1716, several large sums were 
omitted, particularly one million, raised upon 
the credit of the Civil List, and several defi* 
ciencies on the Land Tax, Malt, and othei 
funds which certainly still remained a public 
debt. Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole, having shewed the na* 
ture and state of the Public Debts and the 
operation and efficacy of the Sinking Fund, 
strenuously maintained the assertion contained 
in the motion. 

The opposite party perceiving that the ma- 
jority of the Committee were for the motion, 
moved that Mr. Speaker should resume the 
chair ; but, after some debate, the question . 
being put upon this second motion, it was 
carried in the negative by 250 voices against 
97. Then the question being put upon the 
first motion, it was carried without dividing ; 
and the farther consideration of the State of 
the Nation, in relation to the National Debt, 
was put off to the 3tb.* 



* " Whitehall, ^larch 7. I was glad that 
what my lord directed me to write about the 
parliament was so useful to your lordship. 
There was last Monday a great battle in the 
.House of Commons, carried with (he usual 
majority of above 25Q to 90 and odd ; but it 
was a domestic point, wherein our neighbour? 
take no very great part. It was the dispute 
Mr. Pulteney raised about the vast increase of 
our debt, more than was paid off by the Sink- 
ing Fund. • It appeared clear to the House, 
that above six millions had been paid off by 
that fund since 17 J 6. To day is appoiuted to> 
debate the other part of the Question, how 
many new debts are incurred since that year- : 
and it is generally said, that it will be made 
plain, that with the debts properly said to be 
contracted for services within that time, at 
least two or three millions will have t«en paid 
off. For the purchasing the loii^annuities, the 
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March 15. Sir Charjes Turner having re- 
ported the above-mentioned four Resolutions, 
the same occasioned a long debate, which was 
chiefly managed by Mr. William Pulteney on 
the one side, and Sir Robert Walpole on the 
other.' Upon the whole, the first of the said 
Resolutions being read a second time, and a 
motion made, and the question being |>ut, That 
the said Resolution be re-committed, it passed 
in the negative : After which the said Resolution 
.was agreed to by the House. The second 
Resolution being read a second |iine* and a 
motion being made, and the question being 
put, That the said Resolution be re- committed, 
it passed in the negative : Then the said 
Resolution was agreed to by the House. The 
third Resolution, being read a second time, 
was agreed to by the House. The fourth 
Resolution being read a second time, was, with 
an Amendment, agreed to by the House, and 
is as followeth, viz. Resolved, " That the Na- 
tional Debt contracted since the 35th of 
Dec, 1716, for making good the yearly Defi- 
ciencies of the General Fund, from the esta- 
blishment thereof, to and for the year ending 
at Michaelmas, 1726, the surplus whereof is ap- 
plicable to the' Sinking Fund, amounts to the 
sum of 703,740/. 6s. %\d. and that by virtue of 
two acts of parliament of the 5th year of king 
George 1. farther Additions have been made 
to the capital stock of the South-Sea Company, 
for making good several Deficiences of the ori- 
ginal and additional funds of the said Company 
settled, and established before the 25th Decem- 
ber, 1716, amounting together to the Sum of 
290,028/. 198. 11 \d» 



March 8. The Commons, in a Committee, of 
jthe whole House, resumed, the consideration 
of the National Debt, and after a Long debate 
icame to the following Resolutions, which, to- 
gether with the Resolution of the 4th instant, 
are as follow:* viz. l."That the Monies al- 
ready issued and applied towards discharging 
the National Debts incurred before Christmas 
1716, together with the sum of 220,435/. 16s. 
Ad, }q. which will be issued at Lady day 1728, 
towards discharging the said debts, amount to 
6,648,762/. 5*. Id. 4<J. 2. That the several 
National Debts, including the Debt of the 
&avy as it stood Dec. 31, 1727, contracted 
and incurred since December 25, 1716, for 
answering and defraying the annual charges 
and expencea of the public, for the current 
service of the several years since the said 25th 
of December, 1716, amounted on the 8th day 
of March, 1727, to the sum of 2,605,545/. 10*. 
f)d. £q. 3. That the National Debt con- 
tracted since the 25th of December, 1716, for 
or in respect of the sum advanced by the South 
Sea Company, pursuant to an act of £be 5th 
year of king Ueorge I. for the liberty of increas- 
ing their capital stock, being so much thereof 
as was applied to the Sinking Fund, doth 
amount to the sum of 028,673/. , 4a. 10</.{q. 
4. That the National Debt contracted since 
the 25th of December 1716, for making good 
the yearly deficiencies of the general fund, 
from the establishment thereof to and for the 
year ending at Michaelmas, 1726, the surplus 
whereof is applicable to the Sinking Fund, 
amounts to the sum of 703,7 40/. 6s. 2d. £q.^* 

army debentures, and such deficiencies as have 
been provided for, are strictly speaking, debts 
contracted before 1716. I shall be very glad 
to see this clearly determined, for it will stop 
the clamours of those who have all along been 
asserting that we run in debt continually ; and 
that our Sinking Fund does not suffice to pay 
exceedings annually contracted ; with other 
such general accusations, that, .like throwing 
of dirt at random, stick with many." George 
Tilson to the earl of Wakjegrave : - Coxe's Wal- 
pole. 

* " The* Opposition, recollecting their former 
/defeat by a large majority, and seem? that the 
Jiouse wholly differed from their representa- 
tions, did not lay their wonted stress on the 
main question, but loudly called again upon the 
minister for an account of the sum lately em- 
ployed in secret service. To these clamours 
Walpole made the usual reply, that it had 
been expended in negotiations too delicate 
to be specified. In the midst of his speech, 
an account was transmitted by lord Townshend, 
that the convention with Spain was signed at 
the Pardo! Walpole availed himself of this 
information ; and acquainting the House with 
the news, added, " That the nation would be 
now relieved from the burthen of the late ex- 
pences, and that he could assure -the members 
yho called so loudly for a specification of the 



A Committee appointed to draw up a Repre- 
sentation of the State of the National Debt, the . 
Sinking Fund, and the Public Credit.] Jho 
Courtiers having carried their point so far, it 
waf moved, and resolved, nem, con, '\That an 
humble Representation be made to his Majesty 
upou the said Resolutions, and upon the de- 
bate of the House ; laying before his Majesty 
a particular Account of the National Debts 
discharged and incurred unce the 25th dny of 
December, 1716, distinguished under their pro- 
per Heads and Services ; with a State of the 
Sinking Fund, and of the Public Credit, 99 and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up -the 
said Representation. 

Debate concerning the Omission of an Article 
of 300,000/. in the Accouiit of the Public 



secret service money, that it had been expend- 
ed in obtaining the conclusion of that peace, 
the preliminaries of which were now signed. 
The designs of those (he said) who had labour- 
ed to disturb the tranquillity of Europe, were 
thus defeated ; and the purchase of peace> and 
the prevention of war, on terms so cheap, were 
highly beneficial to the public/' This inform- 
ation spread general satisfaction through the 
House ; the question was - instantaneously 
called for, and the resolutions passed without 
a division." Coxe's Walpole, 
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DtbtnJ] April5, The House was informed, 
that an Article relating to the Duty upon 
Wrought-Plate, which amounted to 300,000/. 
was omitted to be inserted in the Account of 
nil the Public Debts, at the receipt of his 
Majesty's Exchequer, standing out at Christmas, 
1727, with the annual Interest paid for the 
same: Hereupon it was ordered, " That Mr. 
Chocke have, leave to withdraw the said Ac- 
count ; and that he do present to the House 
a perfect Account of all the public Debts, at 
the Receipt of his Majesty's Exchequer, stand- 
ing out at Christmas 1^27, with the annual In- 
terest paid for the same." 

This extraordinary omission, however, occa- 
sioned a great complaint and Debate, wherein 
severe reflections were made on the neglect 
and carelessness, with which the Public Ac- 
counts, laid before the House, were drawn up, 
and thereupon it was moved, " That in order 
to prevent the same for the future, all Accounts, 
to be delivered to this Hopse from the Exche- 
quer, be signed by the Auditor of the Exchequer, 
or the Clerk of the Pells, or by their lawful 
Deputies, -or chief clerks, or one of them."' 
But the question being put upon the said 
motion it was carried in the negative. 

The Commons' Representation to the 
Kino of the State of the National Debt, 
the Sinking Fund, and the Public Cre- 
dit.] Aprif 8. Sir William Yonge reported 
from the Committee, appointed to draw up a 
Representation to be made to his Majesty, 
upon the Resolutions of the House, the 12th 
of March last, and upon the Debate, of the 
House laying before bis Majesty a particular 
Account of the National Debts, discharged, 
and incurred, since the 25th day of December 
1716, distinguishing under their proper Heads 
and Services, with a State of the Sinking Fund, 
and of the Public Credit ; that they had 'drawn 
up a Representation accordingly, which they 
had directed him to report to the House : and 
he read the same in his place, and afterwards 
delivered it in at the clerk's table ; where the 
same was twice read, and amended, and is as 
follows ; viz. ^ 

u Most^Gracious Sovereign ; 

" Your Majesty's most dutiful and faithful 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament assembled, having, in duty to your 
Majesty, fprthe sake of truth, and for the bet- 
ter information and satisfaction of all your 
good people, taken into their consideration the 
State of the National Debt, in regard to what 
debts have been discharged and paid off, since 
the establishment of the Sinking Fund for that 
purpose, and what new debts have, within the 
said time, been contracted and incurred, beg 
leave, with all duty and submission, to lay the 
same before 'your Majesty in this our most 
humble Representation. 

" The National Debt of this kingdom con- 
tracted in carrying on two long and expensive 
mm, before the happy accession of your Ma* 



jesty 'slate royal father to the crown of these 
realms, as it was a matter of the last conse- 
quence to tlie nation, was become the care and 
concern of all, who wished well to our present 
and future prosperity. This produced several 
considerations in Parliament, to find out, and 
settle some means of putting this great Debt 
into a method of being gradually reduced and 
diminished ; and the Sinking Fund was at last 
happily established, to general "satisfaction. 
This Fund became immediately the favourite 
article in all parliamentary considerations, re* 
latins to the public-revenues, and was consi- 
dered as a national interest, worthy of the 
highest regard and attention ;~ * which was, by 
all possible means, to be cherished end im- 
proved, and the produce of it set apart, and 
kept distinct, from alk>ther services and pur- 
poses^and was appropriated by Parliament, to 
pay off and discharge national" debts, incurred 
before the 25th day of December, 1716. 

" Hence arose that distinction in the Public 
Revenues, which has ever since been so far 
continued, and kept up, that the nation ha* 
seemed to have two different interests ; one, in 
the produce of the Sinking Fund, for the dis- 
charge of the National Debt, another, in the 
annual Supplies, granted to the crowo, for 
carrying on the current service of the year. 

" But several controversies having of late , 
years been started, concerning what reaj bene- 
fit had accrued to the nation from the produce 
and application of the Sinking Fund, if consi- 
dered and compared with new Debts, supposed 
to have been incurred within the same time ; 
the Commons of Great Britain, truly sensible 
of the weight of this National Debt, a burthen, 
of itself sufficient to create some uneasiness in 
the minds of the people, without the help of 
any aggravations, or misrepresentations, thought 
it a duty incumbent upon them, so far to enter 
into the consideration of this important affair, 
as to examine, and state, how much of the 
National Debt, incurred before the 25th of 
December, 1716, had been actually paid off, 
or discharged, and what new debts had been 
really contracted and incurred in 'support of 
the public, and in carrying on the current ser- 
vice of the several years, tince that time. 

" It is well known, with what can tent and 
chearfulnesf your Majesty's subjects have all 
along paid and contributed towards the annual 
interest of this National Debt, contracted and 
incurred in securing to them the inestimable 
blessings ~of your Majesty's auspicious reign, 
and the Protestant Succession in your illustri- 
ous family, and in defence of their Religion, 
Liberties, and Properties, which, they always 
thought, could not be purchased, and preserved 
at too dear a rate : and, from the time they 
had the comfort of having a Sinking Fund set- 
tled and established, that gave them the pros- 
pect and bopes of seeing this great Debt gra- 
dually reduced, and discharged] it was a satis- 
faction, that rendered the burthen easy and 
light ; and your people seemed even to forget 
the peat expence they had been at, happy ia 
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the- free jand fall enjoyment of all that was • 
dear and valuable to tbem, the fruit and 
return of so much treasure, necessarily and 
usefully employed. * 

? Notwithstanding this flourishing State of 
the Public Credit, and the good effects of this 
happy situation, there were not wanting those, 
who attemptedto disturb the quiet and satis- 
faction that almost universally prevailed in the 
minds of your people, by publishing and pro- 
moting, with the greatest industry, most noto- 
rious misrepresentations of the true state of our 
Debts, and of the provisions made for the dis- 
charge of them; and by infusing groundless 
jealousies and insinuations, as if the Produce 
of the Sinking Fund bad "been but little and 
inconsiderable, or that, by wrong and impru- 
dent measures, bad ceconomy, neglect, or mis- 
management, unnecessary expences had been 
made, and new Debts contracted, that not 
only equalled, but exceeded by several mil- 
lions the amount of the whole Debts, that had 
been "discharged. 

" These artful insinuations and misrepresen- 
tations served to a double purpose, to make 
our fellow-subjects restless and uneasy under 
their present difficulties, by persuading them, 
% they were endless, and inextricable ; and, at 
the same time, so apprehensive of new engage- 
ments, that they might be prepared rather to 
suffer all sorts of insults and injuries, than, by 
endeavouring to do themselves justice, to enter 
into new expences, every where represented 
as destructive, and intolerable. 

" This prevailing Mischief called for an im- 
mediate Remedy, and made it necessary to ejuer 
into a strict disquisition of the truth and cer- 
tainty of these affairs, that your Majesty might 
be truly informed, and your faithful and well- 
affected subjects have the satisfaction to see, 
how grossly the world had been imposed upon 
* by these groundless misrepresentations; and 
that your enemies might be convinced, that 
the wealth and power, of Great Britain is not 
to exhausted, as to render this nation, under 
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your Majesty's happy government, less consi- 
derable and formidable, than in the time of any 
of your royal' predecessors. 

" We observed, that what gave any founda- 
tion for the belief of these notorious falshoods, 
was, the liberty which some misinformed, or 
ill-designing, persons had taken from the several 
alterations, which had been made of late years 
in the shape or denomination of our Public 
Debts, to make and publish imaginary states 
of the whole of those debts, by putting ficti- 
tious values upon them, at. their own will and 
pleasure, and from thence making balances, 
that might serve their purpose, but were not 
really true. v 

" But the difficulties of making up this Ac- 
count in that manner, with any certainty, made 
us carefully avoid, going into a method, which 
might be afterwards liable to cavil and disputes 
according to the humour,, caprice, or private 
opinion, of every man.' 

" That we might therefore avoid, as much 
as possible, any doubt or- perplexity, we pro- 
ceeded to state the truth of this fact in a me- 
thod, that was plain, obvious, and intelligible 
to the meanest capacity ; and took an Account 
of the several National Debts, incurred before 
the 25th day of December, 1716, Which, since 
that time, had been actually paid-off, or dis- 
charged, and also an Account of the several 
National Debts, that Since that time, had been, 
contracted or incurred, and were still subsist* 
ing ; upon comparing of which together, it 
will appear, whether the National Debt is, 
since the establishment of the Sinking Fund, 
increased, or decreased, and to what amount. 

" Having now gone through this enquiry 
with as much care and exactness, as was pos- 
possible, we beg leave, in the most dutiful man- 
ner, to lay before youj Majesty two Accounts, 
the first containing the several particular Arti- 
cles of National Debts, incurred before the 
25th day of December 1716, and since dis- : 
charged ; which is as followeth : 



Air ACCOUNT op such NATIONAL DEBTS, ihcurred befobe the «5th op December, 

1716, AS HAVE BEEN SI>CE DISCHARGED, VIZ. 

Debts discharged. 

The oapital Sum of the Lottery Annuities, established by £ . t. d. £. $. d. 
the Act 3 Geo. 1, which creates the General Fund, and 
also the Sinking Fund, was - - - - 9,534,357 IS 11$ 

Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 8,339,571 10 ? 

The remaiuder, paid off, is - - > ■ 1,204,786 $ 4J 

Annuities at 5/. per cent, redeemable by Parliament, and * * „ 
transferable at the Bank of England, were granted by 

an Act 1 Geo. 1. for - - - - - 910,000 0 0 

Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 706,175 15 0 

The remainder, paid off, is 203,884 0 

Other Annuities of the same kind, were granted eame 

year for - - - - - , , . 169,000 0 0 

Of which there were subscribed into South Sea Stock 1^7,526 6 8 

The remainder, paid off, is - 3 1,473 15 4 
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Annuities at 4/. per cent, redeemable by Parliament, and 
transferable at the Bank of England, were created for 
Tallies of Sol, Act 3 Geo. 1. for , - - - 947,514 7 & 

_ Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 748,555 19 5 
The remainder, paid off, is - - - — t ■ 

The like Annuities were granted by sundry Acts, for Army 
Debentures, certified before the 21stof March, 1719, for 1,603,987 8 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 1,310,793 IS 
' The remainder, paid off, is - - — — ; — — 

The principal Sum remaining due at Christmas, 1716, on 

Lottery, 1713, was - 599,210 0 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 464,990 0 
The remainder, paid off, is - — — 

The like on Lottery, anno 1714 .... 1,812,100 0 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 1,403,970 0 
The remainder, paid off, is .- — ; — 

The Exchequer Orders, for, Army Debentures, certified 

since the 21st March, 1719, are all paid off, being - * - 

The deficiency of the Duty on Hops, anna 1711, which 
was directed by Act of Parliament to be paid off, was 

The like of the East India Company's Fund stated to 
Christmas, 1716, and paid out of Sinking Fund, was - . a . 

The 3 per cent. Annuities in the Million Lottery, which 
were returned as Cash into the Exchequer, and which 
were, by an Act 13 peo. 1, applied to discharge Nevis* 
Debentures, were - - - - - 4 

The principal Sum standing out in Exchequer Bills on 25th 

December, 1716, was - * - - - - - 4,561,025 0 
t Interest and Premium due thereon - 35,159 15 « 

To\al Debt in Exchequer Bills - - 4,596,184 15 ? j 

Of which Two Millions were converted into a Bank An- 
nuity, at 5/. per cent, by the Act 3 Geo. 1. so deduct 
that 2,000,000/. 
And, towards discharging the rest of these Bills, 500,000/. 
" was raised by a Lottery anno 1719, and charged on the 
Aggregate Fund, of which 441,700/. was afterwards sub- 
scribed into, and still remains part of the South Sea 
Stock, and the remaining 58,300/. lias been since paid 
off ; so deduct only 441,700/. 
Total of these Deductions - - - - - 2,441,700 0 0 
The remainder is the net Debt on this 
^ head, that is paid off - - - ■ ». — 

The puty on Coals, for building of Churches, &c. was 
granted before 1716, for several terms of years to expire 
1 at Michaelmas, 1725, and the whole produce of that 
'Duty was appropriated for those Services, which may be 
estimated as a Debt at 1716, of - 540,000 0 0 

Anno 1719, 360,000/. was granted for these Services, to be 
raised on a Fund of 21,000/. per annum, for 32 years, 
- in lieu of the provision by the former terms, and of that 

360,000/. there remains undischarged, but - - - 193,140 0 0 
The remainder may be estimated so much 
Debt discharged - - - - — — — 

The Debt of the Navy, as it stood on the 31st December, 

1716, deducting the effects in the Treasurer's hauds, 

was - - /- - 

Deduct thereout the Sum then unissued on this head of 

the Supplies anno 1716, afterwards provided for by 4/. 

per cent, annuities, part of the Tallies of Sol, subscribed 

into, and still remaining in South Sea Stock 
The remainder is the net Debt of the Navy at 171$ 



Debts discharged. 

198,95? 8 5 
393,194 14 5J 

134,220 0 0 

408,130 (fc 0 

£48,939 12 6} 
12,480 9 1 
79,339 17 t 

103, 27* 10 ♦ 



2,154,484 IS 7! 



1,043,336 15 9f 



- 334,239 16 If 



346,860 0 



I - 
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39,925/. 4#. id. per annum of the short Annuities remain- ' 
ing unsubscribed into South Sea Stock, which being 
valued at 14 years purchase, the rate at w^bich they 
were subscribed into South Sea Stock anno 1720, makes 
a Debt at 1716, of - - - - - - - 418;952 IT 2 

Deduct the present value of these Annuities, in which 
there were but 14 years 3 quarters to come at Christ- 
mas, 1727* at 10 years purchase - - - 299,252 0 10 
Tfie remainder is so much Debt discharged - - >- ■ 



Mtctf ihc National Debt. [63* 
Debts discharged. 



, Total Debts discharged 



119,700 16 4 
6,648,763 5 1* 



" In the stating of which Account, we leave 
humbly to represent to your Majesty, that the 
Articles, stated therein by way of Estimate, 
are the Interest and premium, said to be due 
on the Exchequer Bills, the Debt for the build- 
ing of^ Churches, and the value of the differ* 
ence in the terms for the short annuities; which 

. Articles are so small in respect of the whole, 
that any alteration in those estimated values 
would make no material difference in the real 
increase or decrease of the whole debt. 

" We beg leave further humbly to represent 
to your Majesty, that all the Articles in this 
Account are stated as the Debts stood on the 
25th of December, 1716, except the first Arti- 
cle of the Lottery Annuities, which is stated at 
the sum, that was made principal at Michaelmas, 
1717, by the act that established the General 
Fund, and also the Sinking Fund, from which 
time only the Sinking Fund commenced; for 
which reason, no credit is taken in this Ac- 
count for any principal money, paid off in part 
of the four Lotteries, comprehended in that 

/ sum between Christmas, 1716, and Michaelmas, 
1717; nor is any thing charged therein for the 
deficiencies of funds standing out at Christmas, 
IT 16, and unprovided for, although the deficien- 
cies of three of those Lottery funds only amount- 



ed at Lady-day, 1717, to above 270,000/. ; so 
that notwithstanding, upon the subscription of 
those Lotteries into redeemable annuities, one 
quarter's interest due thereon between Midsom- " 
mer and Michaelmas, 1717, was made princi- 
pal, amounting to 140,884/. 6s. 8Jo\ or there- 
abouts, yet the same was much short of the de? 
ficiencies then incurred on those funds, and 
therefore properly charged amongst the Debts 
incurred before the 25th of December, 1716. 

" And we think it proper further to observe 
upon the Article of the Short Annuities re- 
maining unsubscribed, which are stated at 
29,925/. 4|. Id. per annum, that it appears, 
the real sum did amount to but 24,335/. 17s. 
per annum ; which mistake did arise by a mis- 
recital in the act, of the sixth year of your 
Majesty's late royal father ; which difference* 
being valued at the same rate, that the whole 
annuities are herein valued at, makes a dif- 
ference of 22,357/. 8s 4d. to be deducted 
out of the total sum of the Debts discharged. 

" The next Account, which is most humbly 
submitted to your Majesty's consideration, 
contains the several particular Articles o% 
Debts, contracted and incurred since the 25th 
of December, 1716, and now subsisting, which 
is, as followed* : 



An ACCOUNT of NATIONAL DEBTS, contracted and ivcurked since the 25ti* of De- 
cember 1716, AND NOW subsisting : 

By South Sea Stock, for so much of the Money agreed to 
be advanced by the South Sea Company on the sub- 
scription of the Lottery, 1710, as was recouped or de- 
ducted by them, pursuant to the Act 5 Geo. 1, for 
making good the deficiency of their original and addi- 
tional funds ; viz. 

For the Deficiency of their original Fund for two quarters, £ s. d. 
ending at Midsummer 1719 - - - - 141,547 19 1{ 

For ditto for one quarter at Christmas, 1719 - - 14,846 18 8 

For the Deficiency of their additional Fund for two quar- 
ters, ending at Midsummer, 1719 - 7 - 



By so much of the 5/. per cent Annuities (created by vir- 
tue of a clause in the Land Tax Act 5 Geo. 1, for re- 
. placing to the Treasurer of the Navy the Sum he had 
issued t6 the South Sea Company, for making good the 
Deficiency of their original Fund at Midsummer, 1718) 
as was subscribed into South Sea Stock, the Remainder 
being paid off - - - - - - 

Total Debts contracted, for making good tne De- 
ficiences of the South Sea (Romany' Funds - 
Vol. VIII. 2 U 



25,831 4 10 
182,226 2 7{ 



107,802 17 4{ 



290,0*9 0 • 
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JBy South Sea Stock, for so much of the Money, agreed to 
be advanced hy the Sooth Sea Company on the sub- 
scription of Lottery 1710, pursuant to the Act 5 Geo. 
1, as was paid by them into the Exchequer, and ap- 
plied to_ the Sinking Fund - - 328,673 

By Annuities at 4/. per cent, redeemable by Parliament, 
charged on the Duty on wrought Plate by the Act 6 

Geo. 1 ... - - - - r - - • - - 312,000 
By the Benefit Tickets in Lottery 1719, charged on the 

PuJty on Coals 5 Geo. 1, for - - - - - 500,000 0 0 
Of which there has been paid off - * - - 65,395 0 0 
The Remainder was subscribed into South Sea 

Stock ~- ■ ~- - - - 434,605 

By Exchequer Bills standing out and charged on the 

*► Duty on Victuallers by the Act 12 Geo. 1 - . . .. . - 486,600 

By the like Exchequer Bills, charged on Surplus of Coals 

13 Geo. 1 - - - - - — - - - '358,800 

' By the Debt of the Navy as it stood on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 17*7, deducting the effects then stated to be in the * 
hands of the Treasurers - - - - - - 1,937,023 4 9J 

Peduct the sum then unissued to the Treasurer of the 
Navy, of the Supplies Anno 1727, which has been since 
issued to him - - - - - - 199,742 2 6 

The Remainder is the net Debt on this head ■ » ■ 1,737,281 

Total of these Debts - - - — 3,927,! 
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44 From these two Accounts, we presume 
most humbly to represent to vour Majesty, that 
the several National Debts, incurred before the 
25th day of December 1716, which have 
been since discharged, after deducting the be- 
fore-mentioned sum of 22,357/. 8s. 4d. do 
amount in the whole to the sum of 6,626,4041. 
16s. 9%d. ; and that the several National Debts, 
incurred since the said 25th day of December, 
£716, and now subsisting, amount together to 
the sum of 3,927,988/. 7«. 1 jrf. 

« Which being deducted out of the amount of 
<he Debts discharged, the difference is so much 
seal (decrease of the national debt since 25th 
December, 1716, beipg 2,698,416/. 9s. 7£<*. . 

Andy that the State of the new-contracted 
Debts may appear in a true light, we think it 
necessary, for the better information of your 
Majesty, *o distinguish them under the proper 
Heads of Services, for which they were con- 
tracted, and, by way of explanation, to observe, 
ehat a .considerable part of the new-contracted 
Debt, amounting to the sum of 703,740/. 6$, 
was occasioned by the annual provisions, 
made, by parliament for making good the yearly 
deficiencies of the General Fund to and for the 
year ceding at Michaelmas, 1726, pursuant to 
'the directions x>f the Act establishing the Ge- 
neral Fund, the surplos whereof composes part 
of the Sinking Fund; anjd these means the 
Sinking Fund has received annually some pro- 
gwrtion out of *he supplies of the year : 

" And, that the further sum of 290i039/. has 
l>een raised by new-contracted Debt?, and is 
included therein, for making goad at several 
times the deficiencies of the original and addi- • 
iioiial funds of the South Sea Company, which ' 
two sums, amounting together to the sum of! 
$$3»?£9/. §$. having been applied towards 



making good deficiencies of the General Fund, 
and other funds, established before the 25th 
day of December, 1716, ought to be distin- 
guished from the National Debt incurred since 
that time: 

" As likewise the sura of 328,673/. 4s. lOfo*. 
another part of the said new contracted Debts, 
which was occasioned by stock created for so 
much of the money to Le advanced by the 
South Sea Company, upon the enlargement of 
their capital stock by the subscription' of the 
tickets in the Lottery Anno 1710, pursuant to 
an Act, of the 5tb year of the reign of your 
Majesty's late royal hither, as was paid into the 
Exchequer ; and, as the same was applied to 
the uses of the Sinking Fund, and no part of if 
to any other public services, this sum ought also 
to be distinguished from the rest of the Debts, 
contracted since the establishment of the Sink- 
ing Fund : which three sums making together 
the sum of 1,322,442/. lis. Id. and being de- 
ducted out of the said sum of 3,927,988/. 7s. 
1 \d. the remaining sum of 2,605,545/. 16s. Ojrf. 
is the whole National Debt, that has been con- 
tracted or incurred, for answering or defraying 
the annual charges and expences of the public 
for the current service of the several years since 
the 25tb day of December, 1716, including 
therein the whole debt of the navy, as it stood 
on the 31st day of December, 1727. 

" And further, to obviate any objections, 
that may be made to the stating of the account 
of National Debts, contracted and incurred 
since the 25th of December, 1716, and still 
subsisting, it is proper to observe, that no no- 
tice is taken therein of the Debts by Loans, or 
Exchequer Bills on the annual Land Taxes, or 
Malt Duties ; because, as those loans, or bills, 
are weekly discharged out of (he produce of 
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those taxes, and as' often as any deficiencies 
happen- thereon, they, as well as the deficien- 
cies of grants, art not Suffered to remain as 
- Debts, but are constantly, from year to 
year, discharged, by being made part of the- 
supplies, granted for the current service of 
the subsequent years; and accordingly provi- 
sion has heen already made for such of them 
as can be any ways ascertained, out of the sup- 
plies for the service of the year 1728 ; there- 
fore they were not proper to be brought into 
this Account. 

u Havjng thus humbly represented to your 
Majesty the true state of the Decrease of the 
National Debts since the 25th day of Decem- 
ber, 1716, and the establishment of the Sink- 
ing Fund, with the occasions and services for 
which the several "New Debts have been in- 
curred, we beg leave, by this our humble Repre- 
sentation, to lay before your Majesty the cir- 
cumstances this nation was in, with regard to 
the National Debt, before the establishment of 
the Sinking Fund, and what happy consequences 
have arisen from the establishment thereof. 

" At the Accession of your Majesty's late 
royal father to the throne of these realms, a 
great part of the Public Debts, consisted of ab- 
solute Annuities, granted for very long terms 
of years, which were only to be discharged by 
the wearing out of those terms ; other great 
parts thereof were the capital Stocks of the 
Bank, the South Sea and India Companies, at 
very bigh interest ; other Debts were charged 
upon particular funds, appropriated to pay off 
and discharge the principal monies, wirh inter- 
est, at very nigh rates, in course, to multitudes 
of people both at home and abroad ; other 
great parts thereof were in Exchequer Bills, 
circulated and exchanged at very high rates 
(or interest, premium, and charges; and the 
Debts of the Army, which were very con- 
siderable, were not then liquidated, nor had 
any provision at all then been made for the 
' discharge of them : Besides this, the funds 
themselves, appropriated for these Debts, were 
most of them deficient; 60 that, if these debts 
had been suffered to continue in this state, so 
far would they have been from being lessened 
to any degree, that new burthens must have 
been laid on the nation, for securing the Debts 
unprovided for. 

" Soon after his late Majesty's* Accession, 
an unnatural rebellion broke out, during which, 
not only all thoughts for any method for the 
more speedy payment of our&ebts were of ne- 
cessity suspended, but new and heavy debts 
were contracted ; and in the year 1715 annui- 
ties, at 5/. per cent, redeemable by parliament, 
were told for 1,079,000/. besides a considerable 
addition to the capital stock of the South Sea 
Company. 

" But no sooner was that Rebellion defeated, 
and the fears of the people removed, but the 
parliament immediately began to set about the 
great work of putting the National Debt in a 
method of being sooner discharged with honour 
aid justice: and, in the year 1717, the fouu- 
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da t ion was laid, by establishing the Sinking 
Fund ; the consequences and advantages where- 
of will best appear, by considering, what it 
and by what means it was perfected. 

" The only methods, that could be thought 
of, for paying off the National Debts, must be, 
either by improving and augmenting the pro- 
duce of the Funds, already settled for the pay* 
ment of the principal and interest, or*by grant* 
ing new taxes and impositions upon the people, 
or by a reduction of the interest, made pay- 
able on the several debts; and, as the first me-* 
thod would have been found not sufficient to 
answer this desirable end, and the second 
would hare been very grievous and butbea* m 
some to the people, the principal method, that 
was then thought expedient, and most free from . 
objections, was to reduce the high, interest, and 
other charges, payable on all the public Debts'. 
But, as great part of those Debts were not sub* 
ject to any power of Redemption, and as non* 
of them were redeemable, but on payment of 
the principal money, it manifestly appeared, 
that such reduction could never be made, with-* 
out the voluntary consent of the proprietors of 
such, as were irredeemable, or a leguT tender 
to the others of their principal money ; bodk 
which seemed at that time almost impracticable 4 ; 
but, by an extraordinary zeal and apojicauoni 
to the public service, this difficulty Was sur- 
mounted, with respect to the whole of tb* 
Debts, that'were then redeemable, by procorl» 
ing, not only the voluntary consent of the 
South Sea Company to the reduction of the in- 
terest on their whole capital stock, then con- 
sisting of ten millions, from 6/. to 57. per cent, 
and of the Bank to a like reduction on an an- 
nuity, then payable to them in respect of a sum 
of upwards of 1,775,000/. and to a great abate- 
ment in their allowances for circulating fix- 
chequer Bills, then amounting to more than 
1,500,000/. at an annual charge of above 7U 
per cent, but also by engaging those corpora- 
tions to furnist) sufficient sums for paying the 
principal money to such of the proprietors of 
other redeemable debts,, amounting to more 
than nine millions, as would not voluntarily 
choose to accept an interest at 5/. per cent, for 
the future. v 

" This provision being made, the Act passed 
in the 3rd year of his late Majesty's reign, for 
establishing the General Fund; whereby the 
proprietors of certain debts therein mentioned, 
all carrying an interest at 6/. percent, had their 
free election, either to accept an interest at 5L 
per cent, per armum, or to receive their principal 
money ; and so general was the satisfaction of 
all the proprietors, that few and verjr incon- 
siderable sums were demanded to be paid off; 
bat the principal sums, that were volontarilr 
reduced to 5/. per cent, amounted to 9,932,311/. 
4s. or ^thereabouts ; and by this method 
more than 25,800,000/. was at once voluntarily , 
reduced from 6"/. per cent, or upwards, to 5t» 
per cent, which was an aunoaf saving of above 
320,000/. 

* By the same Ac^ *ot only the surplus of 
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this General Fund, but the sprpjusses of several 
other funds, were appropriated to the discharge 
of national debts, contracted before the 25th 
of December, 1716 : and this wa9 the "begin- 
ning and establishment of the Sinking Fund, 

'^From this happy event arose such "general 
satisfaction in all degrees of people, that, though 
the interest of the Public Debts was reduced, 
and the proprietors received a less income from 
them than before, yet their security for their 
'capital being so much mended, the rate or 
price for the purchase of these debts soon ad- 
vanced to a much higher value, than they were 
at before the reduction ; and it was easy to 
foresee, that, in process of time, a further reduc- 
tion might have been made by the same just 
s^rrd honourable methods, without any extraor- 
dinary advantages to be granted for the effect- 
ing it. 

" Had this method (begun and executed so 
successfully, and with such satisfaction) been 
Jurther pursued, and without interruptiop, the 
dangerous and Mischievous part of the late 
South Sea Scheme might have been avoided : 
and yet the further reduction of interest might 
l*ave beer^ o^tained^ and taken place, much 
sooner than it. was done by the execution of 
that scheme. 

" But now, at length, not only the reduction 
from $t to 4L per cent, settled by the South 
Sea Act, has taken plage, hut a voluntary re- 
duction bath also been made, by the Bank of 
England,, from Si. to 4/. per cen.t. interest or 
annuities, for two principal sums belonging to 
them, amounting together to upwards of 
5,775,000/. and by these several reductions a 
further addition is made to the Sinking Fund 
.of more than 377,000/. per annum, from Mid- 
summer last: by all these means,, and by the 
savings of interest of the debts that have been 
already discharged, and by several wise pro- 
visions for the improvement of the funds them- 
selves, this Sinking Fund is risen to, and may 
be reasonably estimated at 1,200,000/. per ann, 
«r thereabouts ; and. will be every year increas- 
ipg from the; further savings of the interest of 
the remaining debts, from time to time, as they 
shall be paid off. , * 

" But, if any thing were further necessary to 
demonstrate the immediate and certain advan- 
tages* that have accrued to the public from the 
methods, used and established to . discharge the 
National Debts, if is sufficient only to reflect, 
that the interest of the greatest part of the 
<febr,' being now actually reduced from §/. to 
4i* per cent, makes a. saving of one-third of the 
interest of such debt ; which, being in the 
hands and possession of the governrnenr, and 
applicable from time to time, to the disc iiarge 
of the principal, makes a gain and profit to the 
public, equal to the discharge of one-third of 
such principal, 

" And, if the amount of the produce of the 
Sinking Fund did appear originally to be about 
400,000/. per annum only, the psoduce.of the, 
said fund being now raised to about l,200,QQ0/» 
I>ex annum, the. addition of 800,000/. per an- 



num to the Sinking Fund, which is just so much 
gained by the public, if valued at 25 years 
purchase, at which rate all annuities are now 
currently sold, makes a real profit to the pub- 
lic, amounting to twenty millions. 

" This is the^ happy state of the Sinking 
Fund, taken separately and by itself; but, if 
we cast our eyes upon the state of our Public; 
Credit in general, it must be an additional sa- 
tisfaction to us, that, by preserving the public 
faith inviolable, by the discbarge of the old Ex* 
chequer Bills, and the reduction of the high in- 
terest on all our Standing Debts, the whole 
credit that is taken on the annual funds, for 
carrying on the current service of the year, is 
and may be supplied for the future at 31. per 
cent, or less, for interest, premium and charges, 
by Exchequer Bills, created just as the occa- 
sions of the public require, without any loans, 
or being obliged to any persons for money to 
be advanced or lent on the credit of them ; 
and so far is the public from being under the 
former necessities of allowing extravagant in- 
terest, premiums or discounts, for any money 
they want, that the only contest now among 
the creditors of the public is, that every one of 
them desires to be the last in course of payment. 

" Permit us then, roost gracious Sovereign, 
to congratulate your Majesty on the comforta- 
ble prospect we have now before us, if, not- 
withstanding the many difficulties this nation 
has laboured under since the happy accession 
of your Majesty's late royal father to the> 
throne, notwithstanding the, unnatural Rebel- 
lion which soon after broke out, and the many 
heinous Plots and Conspiracies which have, 
since. been formed and carried on for overturn-, 
ing tfje Religion and Liberties of our country, 
and the Protestant Succession in your most i£ . 
lusfrjous family, the many disturbances whici 
have arisen, and the uncertain, and embroiled 
condition of the affairs of Europe, not a little; 
fomented and encouraged by the. false intellir 
gence, and malicious insinuations, which have) 
been industriously spread abroad by jour Ma- 
jesty's and our enemies, of the uneasy and per- 
plexed state of our affairs at home, as if that 
bad rendered it almost impossible for this na? 
tion, effectually to exert , themselves in defence 
of their own just rights and possessions, and 
for establishing and securing the public peace 
and tranquillity ; if, notwithstanding these and 
many other difficulties which we. laboured 
under, and while the Sinking Fund was yet in, 
its infancy, and so much less than it now is, we 
have been able to diminish the National Debts 
so much already, what may we not hope for ia 
regard to a more speedy and sensible discharge 
of them for the future, now the Sinking Fund is 
so greatly increased, and our Public; Credit ia 
so flourishing a condition ? 

".The finishing and perfecting thisgreat work 
seems to he a peculiar glory reserved for your 
Majesty's reign. From your known goodness, 
and wisdom, the present age may promise/ 
themselves the certain ajnd. immediate benefit, 
of your Majesty's particular regard to t}ie Pub* 
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lie Credir, and your universal care and concern 
for the ease and happiness of your people, 
wfeich our latest posterity must remember, and 
acknowledge with duty and gratitude." * 

A motion being made, and the question be- 
ing put, That the House do agree with the 
Committee in the said Representation ; the 
House divided : Ayes, 343. Noes, 77.--So it 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the said Representation be 
presented to his Majesty by the whole House. 

Ordered, That such members of this House, 
as are of his Majesty's most honourable Privy 
Council do hurnblv know his Majesty's plea- 
sure, when he will be attended by this House. 

The King's Answer to the said Representa- 
tion.'] April 10. The House presented to the 
King the said Representation, and on the 11th 
Mr. Speaker reported to the House his Ma- 
jesty's Answer thereto as follows : 

« Gentlemen ; . 
" I cannot but be very well pleased with 

* " Notwithstanding the great superiority 
of numbers wbich the minister had in the 
House, yet he very wisely considered, that un- 
less his credit without doors as well as within, 
was established, his power must be precarious, 
or at best uneaay, if not dangerous to himself, 
not to mention the impression which a general 
dissatisfaction might make upon the mind of 
his royal master. He knew his enemies were 
in possession of the press, that most powerful 
of aH batteries against government, and that 
they had, with great success, propagated 
amongst the people a notion that the Sinking 
Fund, that sacred deposit for paying off the 
National Dejbt, bad been of nq service to the 
purpose for which it was originally intended, 
rijey bad pretended to prove this by numbers, 
and laborious calculations, which the people jn 
general were obliged to take upon trust, be- 
cause they did not understand them ; and the 
effect which those writings had produce (J, were 
by no means favourable to the administration. 
The minister, in order at once to destroy or to 
rectify all prepossessions and mistakes in- so 
capital a consideration, made his appeal, and 
that in the most solemn manner, to tne tribunal 
of Majesty itself. This was the true intention of 
the Representation which had been voted to be 
presented to the King concerning the National 
frebt." Tindal. ' 

" The effects of the Representation both at 
home and abroad, were incalculably beneficial 
to the credit of the minister. Whatever were 
the opinions of individuals, whatever might.be, 
the cavils of those who opposed government, 
thestatement of the minister was approved by. 
more, than two thirds of the national represen- 
tatives, assembled in parliament, and was so- 
lemnly sanctioned by the King. At borne the 
discontents visibly subsided ; abroad the ua* 
tionai credit was established on stronger grounds 
than^vei," qa*e^ Wajpoie, 
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this Representation, which must give general 
satisfaction to all my people, by removing 
those groundless jealousies and apprehensions, 
which have been propagated and dispersed 
throughout the kingdom. 

" The hippy effects of the flourishing state 
of the Public Credit are too sensibly felt and 
seen, not to be confessed and acknowledged by 
every body. * 

" The provision made for gradually discharg- 
ing the National Debt is now become so certain 
and considerable, that nothing, but some un- 
foreseen event, can alter or diminish it ; which 
gives us the fairest prospect of seeing the Old 
Debts discharged, without any necessity of in- 
curring new. 

" And you may be assured, that it shall be 
my particular care and study to maintain and 
preserve the Public Credit ^ to imprbve the 
Sinking Fund ; and to avoid all occasions of 
laying any new burthens upon my people." 

The King's Message for a Vote of Credit. \ 
May 6. Sir Paul Methuen delivered to the 
House a Message signed by his Majesty, which 
was read by Mr. Speaker, as follows, viz: 
" George R. ( 

"His Majesty being under some Engage* 
roents, entered into, and concerted with the 
advice and concurrence of the last parliament, 
for securing th* Trade and Navigation of this 
kingdom, and for restoring and preserving the 
peace of Europe ; and having been enabled to 
answer and defray the charges and expencet 
thereof, as far as they have hitherto become 
due and payable, and there being still wanting 
a sum not very considerable, to perfect and fuW 
fit these obligations, relying upon the duty and 
attraction of his Commons, hopes they will 
enable him to discharge such engagements, a* 
still remain unsatisfied upon this head of ser- 
vice." 

The consideration of this Message was put 
i off to the next. day. 

Debate thereon.] May 7. The House toot 
into consideration his Majesty's Message, and 
after some debate, it was at last resolved, by 
287 voices against 101, " That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, to declare 
s the duty and fidelity of this House to his Ma- 
jesty, and the entire confidence which they re- 
pose in his royal care of, and goodness to, hie 
people ; and to assure his Majesty, that this 
House will enable his Majesty to answer and' 
defray the charges and expenses, that still re- 
main unsatisfied! of the Engagements entered 
into and concerted, for securing the Trade and 
Navigation of this kingdom, and for restoring 
and preserving the peace of Europe. 

The King's Answer thereto^ May 8., The- 
Comroonspresented the said Address to_ lnj 
Majesty, who returned the following Answer* 
"Gentlemen; 

u I return you my Thanks for this very duti- 
fal and affectionate Address; and you may be 
assured *ha*4&a*coniiden<* you repose in ra*> 
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thali be employed for the public .good, and sap- 
port of the' common cause." 

Mr. W. Pulteney's Motion for an Account 
of Grants of Timber from the Crown.] May 17. 
' A motion being made, " That an humble Ad- 
dress be presenter! to his Majesty, that -he 
would be graciously pleased to give directions, 
that the proper officer do lay before this House 
an Account of the Sale of Woods, and Grants 
of the Falls of Woods, by his late Majesty, 
from Christmas, 1715, to June 1, 1727, and 
how the same have been accounted for It 
occasioned a warm debate, wherein 

Mr. William Pulteney urged, That through 
the connivance of some men in favour with our 
late most gracious King, his Majesty's goodness 
Tiad been abused in several grants of considera- 
ble (alls of woods, to the great detriment and 
waste of the royal forests, at a time when the 
nation stood in so great need of Timber, for 
the repairing and building of ships ; and there- 
fore he thought it very proper for the House to 
inquire by what means the said Grants came 
to be obtained. He was answered by 

Sir 'Robert Walpole f who represented, That 
such an inquiry might be injurious to the me- 
mory of some dead, and after all, prove alto- 
gether unprofitable to the living. 
- Then the previous question being put, That 
the question be now put, it pasted in the nega- 
tBve. 

TheKing's Speech at the Close of the Session.! 
May 28. The King came to the House of 
Peers,* and the Commons attending, his Ma- 
jesty made the following Speech to both 
llouses : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen * 

"The dispatch you have given to the public 
business, and the advanced season of the year, 
make it proper for me to put an end to this ses- 
sion of parliament. 

" The zeal and unanimity which you have 
shewn in all your proceedings, in regard to the 
true interest of your country, and in support of 
x the common cause, have fully answered my 
expectations, and will, I am persuaded, give 
general satisfaction here at home, and cannot 
fail of having their due weight and influence 
abroad. ' 

"I expect very soon to hear that the Con- 
gress is opened. The Preliminary Articles 
having laid so good a foundation for a general 
pacification, I hope all parties will bring with 
them such favourable dispositions for finishing 
and perfecting this desirable work, that we shall 
soon see a happy conclusion of this important 
transaction, with that satisfaction to me and 
my Allies, which may reasonably be expected 
from the justice of our cause, and the mutual 
confidence which is established among us. 



* The Order against the Admission of 
Strangers into the House of Lords was so 
Strictly observed during this session, that no ac- 
count of their lordships' Speeches or Debates 
was published, as usual, after the recess* 



" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

" I return you my Thanks for the effectual 
Supplies you nave raised for Che service of the 
year. The prudent application yon have made 
of the produce of the Sinking Fond will contri- 
bute to the support of the PuhHc Credit ; and 
the power you have given me of borrowing 
500,000/. for the discharge of the Seamen's 
Wages, will meet with universal approbation. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen ; . 

" It is unnecessary for me to recommend, in 
any particular manner, to your care, the pre- 
servation of the public peace in your several 
stations and countries: your own inclinations 
will naturally lead you, by a due execution of 
the laws, and a faithful administration of jus- 
tice, to promote upon all occasions the welfare 
and prosperity of my people." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
Parliament to the 8th of August: It was after- 
wards further prorogued to the 21st of Janu- 
ary 17S9. . 



SECOND SESSION 

OF THE 

SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King's Speech on Opening qf the Session.] 
January 81, 1729. The Parliament being pnet 
at Westminster, the King came to the Houser^ 
of Peers, and the Commons being also come 
thither, bis Majesty made the following Speech 
to both Houses : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

" I am sensible you are met together in ex- 
pectation of being informed of the present si- 
tuation of public affairs ; and of receiving that 
satisfaction which the expences already made, 
and the apprehension of their being continued 
for some longer time, make it just and reason- 
able for you to desire. 

" The execution of the Preliminary Articles, 
and the opening of the Congress at Soissons, 
laid a foundation for you to entertain hopes of 
seeing, very soon, the happy fruits and effects 
of a general pacification. 

" But the various and extensive views, which 
fell under consideration, in settling and recon- 
ciling the different interests and pretensions of 
so many different powers, appeared to be » 
work of so much time and difficulty, that the 
project of a Provisional Treaty was thought of 
as a proper expedient ; which being concerted 
and negotiated among the ministers of the prin- 
cipal powers, parties to the Treaties of Hano- 
ver and Vienna, was approved of by me and 
my allies, not without reasonable hopes of the 
concurrence of the Imperial Court and the 
Court of Madrid. 

" But no definitive Answer heins; yet r*» 
turned by either of them, nor the Project of die 
Provisional Treaty either accepted, or rejected^ 
tl|t fate of Europe is still held in suspence, la*- 
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bowing under difficulties that unavoidably at- 
tend such a doubtful and undetermined con- 
dition. ♦ 

" It is with no small concern, that I am again 
obliged to speak to my Parliament in this state 
of uncertainty; nor am I insensible of the bur- 
thens which my subjects bear, and that in our 
present circumstances some may be be induced 
to think, that an actual war is preferable to 
such a doubtful and imperfect peace. But as 1 
the exchange is very easy to be made at any 
time; and as I am confident I shall not be 
thought backward in doing myself and the na- 
tton justice, when a proper occasion calls upon 
me tor it, I hope you will believe, that a just 
regard for the era and interest of my people 
alone prevailed opoa me, rather to suffer some 
temporary inconceniencies, with the daily pros- 
pect of obtaining a safe and honourable Peace; 
than too precipitately to kindle a War in Eu- 
rope, and to plunge the nation into still greater 
and unknown expences. But how disagreeable 
soever these delays may be, nothing is more 
unjust than to impute them to the conduct of 
roe, or my allies. No endeavours iodeed have 
been wanting to separate and dissolve the 
happy union that is established among us; but 
long experience, and repeated proofs of mutual 
fidelity, have so strengthened and cemented 
this alliance, founded upon, and united by com- 
mon interest, that all attempts to weaken it, or 
to create jealousies and diffidence among us, 
have proved as vain and fruitless, as the insi- 
nuations to the contrary are false and ground- 
less. 

" It will nevertheless be incumbent upon us 
to bring this important transaction to a speedy 
and certain decision, that if a conclusion can 
be put to it, consistent with the security and 
preservation of the rights, privileges, and pos- 
sessions of Great Britain and ray allies, the 
blessings of peace may be diffused throughout 
Europe, and my kingdoms again enjoy the 
happy effects of a settled tranquillity ; or, if 
this cannot be had, that the allies may unite 
with vigour and resolution, and exert them- 
selves in procuring that justice and satisfaction 
which has been so long delayed. If this should 
unavoidably be the case, I depend upon the 
zeal and affection of this Parliament, that they 
will cheerfully and effectually support me in 
carrying on a just and necessary war. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

" I wished and truly hoped to have seen the 
public Expences lessened before this time, but 
the present circumstances of affairs oblige me 
' to ask of you such Supplies as shall be neces- 
sary for answering and defraying the charge and 
services of the ensuing year, and for enabling 
me, as events may require, to act with vigour, 
and in concert with my allies, who have re- 
solved to make the same preparations, and to 
keep on foot all their extraordinary forces : I 
will order the proper Estimates to be imme- 
diately prepared and laid before you. And as 
the produce of the Sinking Fund has exceeded 
expectations,! most recommend it to yonr 



care to make a farther application of it to itf 
proper uses. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" It cannot be expected that. I should enter 
into the, several causes and motives, which may 
have occasioned the present delays in the 
courts of Vienna and Madrid; but if, among 
other reasons, hopes given from hence of cre- 
ating discontents and divisions among my sub- 
jects, and a prospect' of seeing difficulties arise 
at home, Jiave greatly encouraged them in their 
dilatory proceedings: I am persuaded, that 
your known affection to me, and a just regard 
for your own honour and the interest and se- 
curity of the nation, will determine you effec- 
tually to discourage the unnatural and injurious 
practices of some few, who suggest the means 
of distressing their country, and afterwards cla- 
mour at the inconveniencies which they them- 
selves have occasioned. It is more than pro- 
bable, that foreign courts will wait now for the 
result of your deliberations ; and as yon may 
depend ttpon my constancy and steadiness, that 
no wicked and groundless suggestions or insi- 
nuations shall make me depart from my pre- 
sent purposes, so I entirely rely upon yonr wis- 
dom and unanimity, to convince the world,, 
that such pernicious designs and intrigues shalb 
not alter that affection, harmony, and good un- 
derstanding, which has hitherto subsisted, and 
I hope will always subsist, between me and roy 
Parliament" » 

The Lords' Address qf Thanks.] The Lords 
agreed to the following Address ot Thanks 1 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and lo^ral 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and » temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to offer the 
humble and hearty Thanks of this House for 
your Majesty's most gracious Speech from the 
throne ; and to congratulate your Majesty upon 
the safe arrival of his royal highness the prince 
of Wales. 

"This happiness is owing to your Majesty's 
paternal affection, and affords the highest and 
most peculiar honour to this House, and a great 
satisfaction to all good subjects. The com- 
municating to us the present situation of pub- 
lic Affairs, the giving all the satisfaction con- 
cerning them we could reasonably desire, and 
the tender concern your Majesty is pleased to 
express for the suspence in which the affairs of 
Europe are still held, and the temporary in- 
conveniences to us, which of necessity must at- 
tend it, are fresh instances how much your Ma- 
jesty has at heart the welfare of your kingdoms. 

" However doubtful the event of the pre- 
sent negotiations may prove, which your Ma- 
jesty has laboured with so much prudence, in 
concert with your Allies, to bring to an ho-- 
nourable conclusion, we roust with great satis- 
faction observe, that our present state of un- 
certainty will soon be determined, your Ma- 
jesty having been pleased to declare your opi- 
nion, in concurrence with the most ardent de- 
sires of all your faithful subjects, that it is ne« 
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cessary to insist upon a speedy and certain de- 
cision of this important transaction. This is a 
measure now become essential to the interest 
of our. country, and will convin.ce all those 
who have promoted those delays, or have hard 
the high presumption to impute them to your 
Majesty's conduct, that the sceptre of Great 
Britain is in the hands of a prince as little 
capable of bring amused, as intimidated. 

** We are fully sensible, that a generous and 
compassionate regard for the ease and happi- 
ness of your subjects could alone have prevail- 
ed upon your Majesty to be hitherto patient 
under these dilatory proceedings; for if this 
undetermined state has been detrimental to 
the interests of your kingdoms, and if it has 
laid any burthen on your people, it must ne- 
cessarily have raised a high resentment in your 
Majesty, the guardian and father of them/ 

«' -But if, contrary to your Majesty's wishes 
and our own, that justice and satisfaction, so 
long delayed, cannot be obtained by amicable 
measures; if the patience of your Majesty 
and your Allies should be abused, and if the 
only, way to Peace should be by an appeal to 
Heaven in a just and necessary War, we shall, 
with the greatest cheerfulness and zeal, support 
your Majesty in the prosecution of it, and 
enable you to carry it on with vigour in con- 
junction with your allies ; we have this com- 
fort, if a war unavoidably must happen, that it 
will be kindled at a time, when the reputation 
of the arms of Great Britain cannot suffer any 
diminution. 

" The alliance, in which your Majesty is en- 
gaged, being founded upon common interest, 
and strengthened with repeated 4 marks of 
mutual fidelity, will, we hope, effectually de- 
feat the wicked designs of your enemies, who, 
by false and malicious insinuations, would 
either create a diffidence among the powers so 
united, or mislead your own subjects into un- 
just opinions of the conduct of your Majesty's 
Allies. 

" It appears evident to us, that nothing could 
more encourage the courts of Vienna' and 
Madrid in their present delays, than if hopes 
have been given from hence of creating dis- 
, contents and divisions among us, and of a pros- 
pect of seeing difficulties arise at home : But 
whatever have.been the various and secret ma- 
chinations of some few, who, through envy or 
ambition may have debased themselves so far, 
as to act in concert with the meanest and 
most treacherous disturbers of the state; we 
hope that by their continual disappointments 
in their pernicious and unnatural designs, they 
will themselves despair of being able to bring 
distress upon their country, even though they 
should, by artifice, and the. lenity of the con- 
stitution, almost daily abused, escape the in- 
famous punishment due by the laws of the 
land to such crimes. We entirely depend 
upon your Majesty's constancy and steadiness 
(virtues ever inseparable from a great mind) 
that no wicked and groundless suggestions or 
insmuations will alter your present purposes, 
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or induce your Majesty to give ear to fluctuat- 
ing counsels ; and we shall endeavour to con- 
vince the world,, that no* artful designs or in- 
trigues shall change that affection and harmony, 
which has, and we are confident, ever will 
subsist, between your Majesty and your parlia- 
ment." 

The King's Answer.] To this Address hi* 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 
" My Lords ; 

" I thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
dress. So seasonable an instauce of your con* 
fidencein me, cannot fail of producing very 
good effects both at home and abroad. You 
may depend upon my constant endeavours to 
promote the ease and prosperity of my people, 
which is the best return I can make for your 
zeal and affection." 

Debate in the Commons on the Address of 
Thanks.] The Commons being returned to 
their House, and the Speaker having reported 
his Majesty's Speech, sir George Oxenden 
moved for an Address 4< To return his Majesty 
the Thanks of the House, for his most gracious 
Speech ; to congratulate his Majesty upon the 
arrival of the Prince of Wales ; to acknow- 
ledge his Majesty's goodness dad wisdom, in 
avoiding all difficulties and delays, by concert- 
ing the most expeditious, methods of conclud- 
ing, with honour and justice, the negotiations 
depending at Soissons : to ei press their grate- 
ful sense of his Majesty's tender regard for the 
ease and interest of his people, in declining to 
plunge the nation into greater and unknown 
expences, as long as there is a prospect of ob- 
taining a safe and honourable peace : to assure 
his Majesty, that this House, fully convinced, 
that his Majesty's own honour, and the honour 
of the nation, are, above all things dear and 
precious to him, entirely relies upon his Ma- 
jesty to do himself and the nation justice, as 
soon as any proper occasion shall call upon him 
for it, and to secure tjae commerce of this king- 
dom.*" 



* " Nothing could be more decent than the 
Address proposed ; but the Opposition, in or- 
der to expose the ministry to the commercial 
part of the nation especially, raised a debate 
upon a mere quibble ; for they moved, that his 
Majesty should be addressed to • restore' the 
commerce of the kingdom. Though this cavil 
was below criticism, yet it gave a handle for 
declamation upon a point which the ministry 
could not get over, the depredations of the Spa- 
niards. Sir William Young was then a fre- 
quent and a ready speaker. He was obnoxious to 
many, how justly we cannot say, for some steps 
he had made in private life, and this prepos- 
session affected the opinion of the public in his 
parliamentary and 7 ministerial character. Not- 
withstanding this, had be been in the opposition 
he would have been cried up as a man of wit, 
parts and eloquence. In face he was a man of 
good natural endowments, and though he stuck 
to bis ffiend who wa* at the head of the admi- 
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the West-Indies; not without reflecting pa 
some persons, for not giving proper orders to 
secure ojur trade, to repress those insults, and 
to make reprisals, according to the law of na- 
debate, upon the ' 

\ < &t>r.nrf> f should 



Sir George Oxeodqn was seconded by Mr. 
Walter Chetwynd, and supported by Mr. Ed- 
ward Thompson, and sir WiHiam Yonge. Some 
Members hereupon took exception at the words 
to 1 secure the Commerce,' instead of which 
they thought it more proper to say ' restore the 
Commerce:' And to support their opinion, 
took notice ot the many and great losses sus- 
tained by the British merchants, by the depre^ 
dations of the Spaniards, both in Europe and 

lustration, no man in the House had more true 
English behaviour and sentiments. It is cer- 
tain that he had great volubility in speaking, 
which his enemies termed frothiness, but with 
tio more justice, than as the term is applicable 
to any speaker, whose eagerness in supporting 
his friend's measures, render him a little too 
prolix on certain occasions. But in air other 
respects, sir William Young had great public 
and parliamentary abilities. 

" When the opposition shewed themselves 
in earnest to support their amendment, sir, Wil- 
liam endeavoured to prove with great success, 
that restoring and securing commerce was a 
distinction without a difference ; because sup- 
posing, which he did not admit, that the British 
commerce was ruined, it must be restored be* 
fore it could be secured. Both be and Mr. 
Thompson of York, who, with very moderate 
abilities, was a perpetual advocate for the 
minister, and several other gentlemen, endea- 
voured to shew, that whatever was just in the 
outcry against the Spanish depredations, was 
,in a great measure owing to the insatiable 
avarice of the English merchants and command- 
ers of vessels, who carried on an illicit trade 
with the subjects of, Spain in America, in 
defiance of treaties and the laws of nations, as 
well as to the manifest prejudice of the fair 
English trader. 

" A Pamphlet had been wrote at this time 
in favour, and under the countenance, of the 
minister, and was supposed to be tjie work of a 
prelate, who had greatly distinguished himself, 
by his political writings against the Tory minis- 
try at the latter end of queen Anne's reign. 
The Pamphlet was spirited apd genteel, but 
contained some, and those capital innaccura- 
cies, which the minister, who wip, in matters 
of that kind, inexcusably careless, bad suffered 
to pass uncorrected and unquestioned. As it 
was known however to be a pamphlet of au- 
thority, Mr. Thompson and some others of the 
court members ventured very injudiciously to 
quote it, in defence of the administration ; par- 
ticularly some passages, tending to vindicate 
the ministry in that unpopular part of their 
conduct, the keeping of Admiral Hosiers fleet 
so long inactive on the coasts of America. 
This, besides its being unparliamentary,. gave 
great advantages to the opposition ; for Mr. 
Pulteney, by exposing one glaring, inconsis- 
tency in it, that of confounding the Spanish 
flotilla and the galleons together, turned the 
whole of the court writings into ridicule. 
Borne quotations, containing abstracts from 

Vol. VIII. 



tions. This occasioned a 
question, whether the word ' Secure' should 
stand, or whether * Restore' should be inserted^ 
instead of it; but sir George Oxenden, Mr. 
Walter Chetwynd, Mr. Edward Thompson, sir 
William Youge, Mr. Doddington, Mr. Horatio 



admiral Hosier's and other English sea-officers 
instructions, which the government had suffer- 
ed to be published, were likewise represented 
as be.ing unfair, because the whole of the 
instructions were not exhibited. Captain, after- 
wards admiral Vernon, made a considerable 
figure- in this debate. Being Well acqaiuted 
with the nature of the service admiral Hosier 
had gone upon, and having few or none in the 
House who could contradict him upqn their 
own experience, he laboured to prove, that the 
extracts from Hosier's instructions were spuri- 
ous, or if not spurious, the instructions them- 
selves were impracticable. 

" Sir Joseph Jekyl, master of the rolls, was 
then, occasionally, in the opposition. He was 
esteemed an honest, uncorrupted judge and 
senator; his affection for the Protestant suc- 
cession was unquestionable, and his abilities 
both in law and equity were deemed to be con- 
siderable. He was, however, a weak politi- 
cian, and a very indifferent speaker; But his 
character giving him weight, the .opposition 
thought they had gained a great 'point in bring- 
ing him over to their side. His prepossessions 
in favour of the old Whig principles were so 
strong, that he could not with any patience 
bear the thoughts of England detaching herself 
from the house of Austria, and being linked 
with that of Bourbon. This was a revolution 
in politics, which he thought even endangered 
the constitution, the security of which, he said, 
ought to be addressed for, as well as the secu- 
rity of commerce. In short; the ablest speakers, 
both for and against the measures of the admi- 
nistration, exerted themselves to the utmost in' 
this debate; hut the question being put, whe- 
ther the word / secure* should stand, it was car- 
ried in the affirmative, by a majority of 249 
agaiust. 87." Tindal. 

" It is observable that his royal highness 
the Prince of Wales, to satisfy a laudable cu- 
riosity of being acquainted with the manner of ^ 
proceeding in the House of Commons, was pre- 
sent at this' remarkable debate ; which being 
over, the lord Hartington moved, (That a 
' message be sent to his Royal Highness, to 
'express the satisfaction and great joy of this 
< House, at his Royal Higboess's safe and hap- 
* py arrival in Great Britaiu. &c.' His lord- 
ship was seconded by the hon. col. Onslow ; 
whereupon the said Message was unanimously 
voted, and these two members, with several 
others, were ordered to attend his Royal High* 
ness with, it." Historical Register. 

2X 
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Walpole, lord Finch, lord Mai pas, Mr. Tal- 
bot, air William Strickland, sir Paul Metbuen, 
and sir Robert Walpole, insisted on the former; 
and pn the other hand, sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. William Pulteney, capt. Vernon, Mr. 
Sbrppen,sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Lutwyche, Mr. 
•audys, and Mr. Winnington, were as strer 
nuous for the latter ; and an eminent courtier 
having offered to produce a pampMet, [Intitled, 
w Observations on the conductof Great- Britain, 
with regard to the Negotiations and other Tran- 
sactions abroad^ 29."] to justify the conduct of 
Great-Britain, with relation to the supposed 
inactivity of our squadrons, and the depreda- 
tions committed by the Spaniards; and with 
that view, containing abstracts of the Instruc- 
tions given to admiral Hosier, and the other 
Commanders of the British squadrons; 

Mr. William Pulteney animadverted upon,and 
exploded that pamphlet, as made up of glaring 
misrepresentations of facts, inconsistencies, and 
contradictions. He urged, that though the Au- 
thor, by his bold launching into politics, his pre- 
tending to be let into the deepest mysteries of 
8tate,and his publishing part of the Instruction's 
given to our Admirals, would be thought to write 
with authority; yet it seemed very extraordinary, 
and highlyimprobable that an obscure and name- 
less pamphleteer should be favoured with Pa- 
pers of such importance and private nature ; 
that therefore it was more reasonable to be-/ 
Heve, tfoat this scribbler had surreptitiously pro- 
cured these imperfect lights and lame abstracts 
from some of theunder-clerks, which he printed 
with bis crude and indigested observations, in 
order to curry favour ; tor that it could not be 
supposed, ttyat men of so great abilities, as they 
who are at the head of our affairs, should not 
know the! difference between the flotilla arid 
galleons, or that they sailed from two ports, at 
a very great distance from each other. Mr. 
Pulteney was backed by 

Capt Vernon, member for Penryn, who said, 
' That be would not pretend to determine, 
whether those scraps of Instructions published 
in the Pamphlet in question, were genuine or 
forged ; but this he would venture to aver, that 
there were in them some things so very odd 
and inconsistent, as gave them a very suspici- 
ous aspect ; or, if genuine, rendered them im- 
practicable. 1 Hereupon 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said, that since the cour- 
tiers so strenuously insisted on the word ' se- 
cure/ lie would readily comply with them, pro- 
' vided a small addition was made to the Ad- 
dress, to put them in mind of securing the rights 
and liberties of the people. 

At last the question being called for, and 

Fut, Whether the word ' secure,' should stand ? 
t was carried in the affirmative, by 249 votes 
against 87 : and a committee wrs appointed to 
draw up the said Address. 

The Commons* Address of Thanks.] January 
32. Sir George Oxenden reported the Address 
drawn up by the committee* which -was agceed 



to, and on the following day the House present- 
ed the same to the Kiog as follows : 
* * Most Gracious Sovereign, 

".We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, beg leave humbly to 
return our sincere and unfeigned thanks for 
your Majesty's most gracious speech from the 
throne. ^ 

" We, congratulate your Majesty upon the 
safe arrival of his royal highness the prince of 
Wales, so much to the joy and satisfaction of 
your Majesty and all your people. 

" We are not insensible of the various and ex- 
tensive views, which must naturally arise in 
settling and reconciling the different interests 
and pretensions of so many different powers, 
parties to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna ; 
and we acknowledge, with the utmost grati- 
tude, your Majesty's great wisdom and pru- 
dence, in avoiding, as far as was possible, all 
occasions of difficulties and delays, by con- 
certing the most expeditious methods of con- 
cluding, with- honour and justice, the nego- 
tiations depending at Soissons. 

" We have the happiness to see your Ma- 
jesty indefatigable in the pursuits of the inter- 
ests of your people ; accommodating and com- 
posing the public differences, declining the 
temptation of military glory, and chusing ra- 
ther to secure to your subjects their just rights 
and possessions, by the milder arts of modera- 
tion aad forbearance, than to plunge the 
nation unnecessarily into infinite and unknown 
expences. ' 

" But your faithful Commons are so fully 
convinced, that your own houour, and the 
honour of your kingdoms, are considerations so 
dear to your Majesty, and so inseparable from 
your royal mind, that we can, with the great- 
est confidence imaginable, entirely rely upon 
your Majesty's undoubted valour and resolu- 
tion to do yourself and the nation justice, 
whenever a proper occasion calls upon you for 
it ; and we cannot in the least doubt, from 
your Majesty's constant and doe regard to the 
rights, privileges, and interests of your people/ 
but that your princely care, will equally ex- 
tend itself to the securing our commerce, and 
obtaining a just satisfaction for the many and 
great losses sustained by your trading subjects. 

" The mutual harmony and fidelity, so firmly 
established and subsisting between your Ma- 
jesty and your Allies, cannot fail to create in 
your Commons the highest satisfaction ; and 
it is with pleasure we observe, that all endea- 
vours and attempts to separate and dissolve 
this hapfjy union, of such consequence to your 
kingdoms, and so essential to the preserving 
the pence and tranquillity of Europe, have 
proved vain and unsuccessful. 

" Yfe beg leave to assure your Majesty, that 
we will, with the greatest chearfulness, raise 
the supplies necessary for answering and de- 
fraying the charges and expences of the en-^ 
suing year, and will not tail to make the 
proper disposition of the growing produce of 
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the sinking fund. And if, after all your Ma- 
jesty's unwearied endeavours to procure a safe 
and honourable peace, a rupture should be- 
come unavoidable, your Majesty may depend 
upon the zeal and "affection of this House, ef- 
fectually to support your Majesty, in carry- 
ing on' a just and necessary war, and enable 
you to act with vigour in conjunction with your 
allies, as future events and the circumstances 
of public affairs may require. 

" And as nothing can be more injurious to 
your Majesty's honour, and the interest and 
reputation of your people, than the vile and 
detestable practices of those, who by giving 
hopes of discontents, divisions and difficulties 
arising here at home, encourage the dilatory' 
proceedings that have hitherto retarded the 
conclusion of this important transaction : We 
look with the utmost abhorrence upon the au- 
thors and contrivers of such base and unnatural 
artifices, who suggest the means of distressing 
their country, and clamour at the inconveni- 
ences which they themselves have occasioned. 
This makes it highly incumbent upon us to 
give your Majesty the most unfeigned assurance, 
that this House will, by an unshaken duty and 
affection to your Majesty, and by a steady 
perseverance in support of your government, 
convince the world, that no false and gronud- 
less insinuations, no wicked designs and ^in- 
trigues whatsoever, shall be able to alter or 
diminish that harmony and good understanding 
between your Majesty and your parliament, 
which our inclination, duty, and interest call 
upon us inviolably to preserve." 

The King's Answer."] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer : 

" Gentlemen, 
" I thank you for this very dutiful and affec- 
tionate Address, and for the assurances you 
have given me of your concurrence and sup- 
port in my present engagements: You may 
depend upon it, that the honour and interest' 
of my people shall be my principal care and 
concern, in all events." 

Debate in the Commons on the Number of 
the Land Forces.] January 31. The Commons 
being in a grand Committee on the Supply, a 
motion was made for continuing the same 
Number of Men for Guards and Garrisons in 
Great- Britain, as were provided for the year 
1728, amounting to 22,955 men. 

This, was strongly opposed by Mr. William 
Pulteney, and Mr. Shippen, who urged, That 
a Standing Army was altogether inconsistent 
with our laws and constitution : that there is 
no instance of any regular force kept in Eng- 
land in time of peace, before the unfortunate 
reign of king Charles 1. That the Armies that 
were raised in former days, either to suppress 
intestine commotions, or for foreign service, 
were always disbanded immediately after those 
occasions were over : that the army in the 
time of king Charles 1 proved no less fatal 
and oppressive to the parliament that raited, it, 



than to the king himself whose head they cut 
off: for though they were raised in defence of 
liberty, yet they served at last to support an 
usurper, and. to establish an arbitrary military 
government: that .the army king James .£ 
raised was the primary cause of his misfortunes, 
as it roused the true English spirit, and created 
those fears and jealousies, which his subsequent 
acts of power and bigotry made afterwards 
appear to be but too well grounded : that the 
nation were so sensible of the dangers they 
had escaped, by the seasonable coming over 
of a Deliverer, that one fundamental Article 
for the establishment of our Liberties, in the 
Bill of Rights, is, * That the keeping up a stand- 
' ing army in time of peace, is contrary to law :* 
that, accordingly, after the Peace of Ryswick 
the greatest part of the army was disbanded ; 
and though, upon the just fear of a new war, 
the parliament complimented king William 
with an establishment of 10,000 men, yet the 
same was not obtained without opposition; 
many honest and sober men, among the 
warmest sticklers for the Revolution, looking 
upon it as an encroachment on our liberties, 
and being justly apprehensive it would prove a 
dangerous precedent: that during the late war, 
6ur Land* Forces, together with those in our 
pay, amounted to above 200,000 men, the 
load of which still lies heavy upon us ; but 
after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a general 
reduction, except about 12,000 men: that 
upon the late king's accession, when the Re- 
bellion broke out in Scotland and England, the 
army was, indeed, augmented with several- re- 
giments, and other additional troops : hut these 
were again reduced not long after : that in the 
year 1727, upon the prospect of the great dan* 
gers that were apprehended from the Treaty 
of Vienna, an augmentation of about 8000 men 
was moved-for in tins House; but the same was 
warmly opposed; nor was it granted but apon 
assurance that this<«ex pence should cease, as 
soon as the extraordinary occasion that called 
for it was over: that the event has shewn, that 
most of these dangers were ill grounded and 
chimerical, the court of Vienna having readily 
agreed to preliminaries, that have been, looked 
upon as a sufficient foundation for a general 
pacification : That, at the solicitations both 
of the Emperor and king of France, the king 
of Spain being prevailed upon to come into 
the same measures, the Congress of Soissom 
was formed, in which, it seems a Provisional 
Treaty has been negotiated, among the minis- 
ters of the principal powers, parties to the 
Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, which has 
been appro ved of by his Majesty, and his Allies, 
not without reasonable hopes of the concur- 
rence of the courts of Vienna end Madrid : 
That therefore this seemed a most proper N time 
to retrench our annual Expences, and by using 
the most exact cecouomy, to shew they were 
willing to ease the nation of the immense load 
of Debt that lies upon it : That besides the 
present Establishment of Guards and Garri- 
sons in Great Britain, the Forces in Minorca, 
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Gibraltar, and the West-Indies, we pay for 
12,000 Hessian auxiliaries arid subsides to the 
king of Sweden, and the duke of Wolfembuttle: 
And since, by the situation of the Public Af- 
fairs, k was apparent, that those extraordinary 
expences might with safety be lessened, they 
ought to begin with reducing, if not all, at 
least part of the additional Forces that were 
raised two years before : That his Majesty was 
entirely possessed of the hearts of his people, 
wherein his best security is ; but if any thing 
could lessen their affections to the present 
nappy Settlement, and make the nation jea- 
lous and apprehensive of dangers to our ex- 
cellent constitution, it would be to see such 
numerous Forces kept up, while there was no 
manner of business fir them either at home or 
abroad. 

To this Mr. WalpOle and Mr. Doddington 
answered, ' That arguments against Standing 
Armies drawn from antient times, were foreign 
and inconclusive, since, in those days, there 
were no regular forces kept up in any part of 
Europe ; whereas at present, there is no king- 
dom nor state without them : That the sup- 
posed inconveniences and dangers frum Stand- 
ing Armies ought not to be of any weight, 
eince more instances might be produced of 
their being beneficial than of their being hurt- 
ful ; ibr many States, and, in particular, the 
Republic of Holland, owe the preservation of 
their liberties to their regular troops; and 
others have been enslaved, by epcroachrog am- 
bitious neighbours for want of them ; That the 
body of Forces now on the establishment, 
though larger than in former times, could gite 
no jealousy or umbrage to any reasonable 
Englishman ; for, if it deserves the name of 
an army, it is but an annual and parliamentary 
army, under the severest and strictest discipline, 
and not only dependent upon, but subk^rvient 
and useful to the civil power ; and therefore it 
was no less unjust than absurd, to entertain and 
infuse apprehensions from such an army : That 
as long as the raaiu reasons, for which our na- 
tional forces were encreased, subsisted, so leng, 
in prudence, ought that addition to be kept up. 
That the public affairs have now, indeed, a 
fairer aspect than some years ago, yet no rea- 
sonable man would have the army reduced he- 
fore a peace is fully concluded : That a provi- 
sional Treaty for that purpose had been con- 
certed at Soissons, and approved of by his 
Majesty and his allies; but at this project was 
not yet accepted, eiiher by the court of Vienna 
pr that of Madrid, the fate of Europe was still 
undetermined; and therefore to reduce our 
forces in such a state of uncertainty, which, 
of course-implies danger, would be the highest 
piece of folly, and expose the nation to fresh 
rosnlts and depredations from the Spaniards, 

Then the question being put upon the mo- 
tion, the folio wiug resolutions were carried 
without dividing. 1* " That the number of ef- 
fective men to be provided for guards and gar- 
risons in Great Britain, and for Guernsey 
and Jersey* for the year 1729, be, including 



1,815 invalids, and 555 men, which the six Itw 
dependent companies consist of, for the service 
of the highlands, 22,955 men, commission ami 
non-commission officers included. 2. That the 
sum of 784,988/. 12*. lOd. he granted to hie 
Majesty for defraying the charge of the said 
22,955 effective men, for guards, garrisons, 
and other his Majesty's land forces in„ Great 
Britain, Guernsey and Jersey, for the year 
1729.* 

Mr. W. Pulteney's Observations on the Public 
Debt.] Feb. 3. Sir George Saunders, from the 
commissioners of the navy, laid before the 
House, an Account of the. Amount of the In- 
terest-money which had been paid for Navy 
and Victualling Bills, from the 25th of De- 
cember, 1721, to the 25th of December, 1728. 
This account gave occasion to 

Mr. Pulteney to take notice, That notwith- 
standing the good ceconomy that was said to he? 
established in the management of the revenues, 
the public debts still increased every year ; to 
which the Courtiers answered, That the con* 
trary plainly appeared, from the produce of 
the Sinking Fund, by means whereof, the Sup- 
plier for this year would be raised, without lay- 
ing any new taxes. 

Hereupon it was moved, " That this House 
will raise the supplies necessary for the current 
service of this year, without -creating any new 
debt upon any fund whatsoever But the 
question being put thereupon, it passed in the 
negative. 

Debtors' Relief Bill.] Feb. 6. In the Hottse 
of Lords the ISarl of Strafford took notice of 
the hardships' of Insolvent Debtors in England, 
which his lordship observed, was worse than 
in Turkey, where, if after nine months imprison- 
ment it appeared that they were unable to 
satisfy their creditors ; they were upon oath of 
delivering up their all released by law. 

The earls of Aylesford and Hay, and lord 
Bingley, pressed very much the hardship of 
imprisoning persons who are absolutely in- 
solvent. 

The Lord Townshend observed, that the case 
of many debtors was, by the unmercifulness of 
their creditors, worse than that of gatley slaves, 
who are provided for and kept clean ; whereas 
in England they are in a starving con- 
dition, and rotting in a gaol. His lordship 
thereupon moved, '* That Lists be sent up 
from all the Prisons in England of the debtors 
under confinement, and for what time, and for 
what sum, which" was ordered accordingly.* 
—On the 11th of March a Report was made - 
from the Committee appointed to- consider of 
the Case of Debtors, with respect to the im- 
prisonment of their persons ; and the Judges 
were ordered to bring in a Bill thereupon. 

Debate in the Commons upon the Hessian 
Troops.] Feb. 7. Mr. Peihatn laid before the 
House a copy of the establishment of the Hee- 
sian Forces for the year 1729 ; and then, in a 
grand committee, the Commons considered 
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the Subsidies payable to foreign princes. Mr. 
Pelham, sir William Yonge, ami some other 
members, having shewn the necessity of making 
good his Majesty's engagements, wnich the 
Commons had made their own, by approving 
them ; ' 

Mr. W. Pnlttney said thereupon, " He had 
«o great regatd for the king's honour, that he 
would readily, at any time, give his vote to 
enable his Majesty to answer and discharge his 
engagements ; but that, at the same time, out of 
regard to their country whom they represented, 
and who laboured under a heavy load of 
debts and" taxes, he thought it a duty incum- 
bent on tbera, to retrench all superfluous ex- 
pences : That in relation to the demand now 
before them, he would not enter upon the in- 
quiry, whether snch a large body of Hessian 
auxiWies was necessary at a time of perfect 
tranquillity, at least, of inaction : but he begged 
leave to observe, that the Landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel used to keep 7,000 men constantly in 
his pay ; and as he had only added 5,000 men 
to make up the 12,000, which he was to furnish 
to the allies of Hanover, it seemed but reason- 
able that Great Britain should pay for no more 
than these 5,000 additional troops; adding, 
That the same might be said, with respect to 
the duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, notwithstand- 
ing the subsidy he received from Great Britain, 
maintained no more troops than he did be- 
fore." Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole endeavoured to justify 
the measures that had been taken, in conse- 
quence of the Hanover alliance ; and in par- 
ticular to shew how useful this body of 12,000 
Hessians had been, towards preventing the 
kindling of ,a war, for which the court of 
Vienna, with the assistance of Spanish subsidies, 
had made great preparations, and, in order 
thereto, had retained troops of three electors, 
besides the augmentation of its own. Adding, 
That for his part, he was fully convinced, 'that 
had it not been for ; the Hessians, the Emperor 
•would not have come into the Preliminaries, 
and other pacific measures ;^and therefore they 
ought not to grudge an ex pence, which had al- 
ready proved so beneficial to the tranquillity 
of Europe. 

To this, sir Joseph Jekyll and Mr. Lutwyche 
replied, That whatever gloss might be put 
upon such measures, yet, in their opinion, they 
were repugnant to the constant maxims, by 
which England, in former times, steered and 
squared its, conduct, with relation to its interest 
abroad : that when our glorious ancestors had 
any quarrels with their neighboucs, they brave*- 
ly fought them till they either beat them into 
peace, or forced them to buy it; of which 
there were many instances in our history: 
that our Navy is our natural strength ; and, if 
well managed, our best defence and security : 
but if, m order to avoid a war,; we are so con- 
descendrmx and so free-hearted as to buy and 
maintain the forces of foreign princes, we are 
never hke to see an end of such extravagant ex- 
ptnees, 



They were replied to by sir Philip Yorke and 
Mr. Talbot ; but at last, by a Majority of 256 
voices against 91, the following Resolutions 
were carried, via. 1.' " That the sam o£ 
241,259/. Is. Sd. be granted to his Majesty fbr 
defraying the ex pence of 12,000 Hessians, 
.taken into his Majesty's pay, far the year 1729. 
2. The sum of 50,000/. for one year's Sab- 
sidy to the, king of Sweden, pursuant to a 
treaty dated the 14th of March- 1726-7. 3. 
The sum of 25,000/. for one year's subsidy to 
the duke of Wolfenbuttle, pursuant to a treaty 
dated the 25th of Nov. 1727." . 

Feb. 10. These Resolutions being reported 
were agreed to by the House, without dividing ; 
but it was resolved to address bis Majesty, 
" That whenever it shall , be necessary to take 
any Foreign Troops into his service, be will be 
graciously pleased to use his endeavours, that 
they be clothed with the Manufactures of 
Great Britain." 

Petition of the American Merchants relat- 
ing to the Depredations of the Spaniards, J 
Feb. 21. A Petition of the Merchants trading 
to, and interested in the British Plantations ia 
America, in behalf of themselves and many 
others, was presented to the House, and read, 
complaining of great interruptions, for several 
years, past, of the trade of this kingdom to the 
British colonies in America, by the Spaniards, 
whose Depredations in -those seas endanger 
the entire loss of that valuable trade ; and that 
the petitioners are without remedy, for want of 
proper powers for the recovery of their losses ; 
and that the Spaniards treat such of his Majes- 
ty's subjects, as have fallen into their hands, in 
a very barbarous and cruel manner ; ntid pray- 
ing t he-consideration of the House, and such 
timely remedy as- the House shall think fit. This 
Petition, after some debate, was referred to a 
Committee of the whole House. 

Resolution forbidding the Publication of the 
Proceedings of the House.] Feb. 18. A Com- 
plaint being made to the House of Commons of 
a printed Pamphlet, intituled, u The Gloucester 
Journaj; with the most material occurrences, fo- 
reign and domestic: Tuesday, February 11th, 
1729 : Gloucester : printed by R. Raikes 
wherein the proceed in t.3 of this House are print- 
ed, in contempt of die Order, and in breach of the 
privilege, of this House : The said Pamphlet 
was delivered in at the table, and a paragraph 
therein was read. 

Ordered, That the said R. Raikes do attend 
this House upon tnis day fortnight. 

Feb. 26. A Petition of Robert Raikes, of 
the city of Gloucester, Stationer and- P inter, 
was presented to the House, and read; setting 
forth, " That, before the beginning of this ses- 
sion of Parliament, he gave orders to his servant 
not to insert in his journal any of the Vote; or 
Resolutions of this House. : that the Paragraph 
complained of, was inserted without his know- 
Iege, and was taken (as he is informed) from a 
news-letter, sent by Mr. Gy then* (clerk of the 
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Bristol road) or bis assistant, to the King's 
Head Inn Gloucester: That the Petitioner is 
yery ill of a fever, keeps his bed, and is not able 

* to travel : and praying, that he may be ex- 
cused from attending the House.* 

Ordered, That the said Robert Raikes, who 
was ordered to attend this House Upon Tues- 
day morning next, be discharged from such at- 
tendance. 

Resolved nfwi. con. " That it is an indignity 
to, and a Breach of the Privilege of, this House 
for any person to presume to gure, in written or 
printed news-papers, any Account, or Minutes 
of the Debates, or other Proceedings, of this 

* House, or of any Committee thereof." 

' Resolved, nem. con. " That, upon discovery 
of the authors, printers, or publishers, of any 
. such written or printed news-paper, this House 
will proceed against the offenders with the ut- 
most severity." 

Motion for an Account of 60,000/. charged! 
for Secret Service.] March 11. A motion was 
made, " That au humble Address be presented 
to bis Majesty, that be would direct the proper 
officers to- lay before the House a particular 
and distinct account of the distribution of the 
sum of 60,000/. which in an Account laid be- 
fore this House, shewing how the money given 
for the service of the year 175*8, has been dis- 
posed of, is charged to have been issued to per- 
fect and fulfil the obligations his Majesty is 
under, on account of engagements entered into 
and concerted, for securing the trade and navi- 
gation of this kingdom, and for restoring and 
preserving the peace of Europe." Which was 
agreed to. 

A Bill against Bribery at Elections ordered 
to be brought in."] March 13. A Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in, ' For the more effecr 
tual preventing Bribery and Corruption in the 
elections of Members to serve in Parliament.' 

Petition of the Portuguese, Spanish and Ita- 
lian Mtrchants relating to the Depredations of 
the Spaniards.] The same day, Petitions of 
divers Merchants trading to Portugal, Spain, 
and Italy, &c. were presented to the House 
and rend, complaining of great losses for seve- 
ral years past, by their ships and effects having 
been seized in the harbours of* Spain, and 
taken at sea by Spanish men of war and 
privateers, and confiscated ; and though regu- 
lar application had been made for redress, and 
proofs given of the losses: and satisfaction 
might have been demanded at the court of 
Madrid, yet no benefit had been received there- 
by ; and therefore praying the consideration of 
the House, and such relief as to the House shall 
s,eem fit. These Petitions were referred to 
. the Committee of the whole House.* 



* " The Depredations of the Spaniards still 
continuing in the American seas, the anti-mi- 
nisterial jmrty omitted nothing that could per- 
suade the nation, that these violences and in- 
sults were owing to the tamenest of the British 



Representation from thi Board op 
Trade asserting the Right of the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain to cut Logwood 
in the Bay of Campeachy.] This day, Mr. 
Docminique from the Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, presented to the House of 



ministry, who were afraid of breaking with 
Spain. The truth is, the ministry -had been a 
little too averse to violent measures. They were 
fully persuaded, and not without good grounds, 
that most of the captures were of vessels which 
had been concerned in an illicit trade with the 
Spaniards, and therefore it was unjust upon 
their account only, to hazard a war with that 
crown. But it happening that a few captures 
of ships trading lawfully, bad been made by 
the Spaniards, the opposition improved and 
heightened this circumstance so much to their 
own advantage, and so greatly to the prejudice 
of the minister, that the dissatisfaction on that 
account was general all over the nation. The 
city of Bristol and the port of Liverpool Were 
amongst the first that petitioned the parliament 
on that account, and many members, who, 
upon other occasions, were ready to go all 
lengths with the minister, concurred in voting 
for the necessary lights, in an affair that so nearly 
touched the honour and interest of the nation. 
On the 28th of February the lords commis- 
sioners of the admiralty were ordered to lay 
before the Commons the complaints that had 
been lodged before them by the British mer- 
chants against the Spaniards ; and the House 
at the same time came to a Resolution of ad- 
dressing his Majesty, for admiral Hosier's In- 
structions,' and those of the commander in 
chief, who succeeded him. Though the minis- 
ter saw that the main tendency of all those 
motions was to distress him, he, he did not 
think proper to oppose them, and some of the 
petitioners and their witnesses, were examined 
before a Committee of the whole House, which 
sat to consider of their several complaints 
against the Spaniards. On the 10th of March 
an Address was voted to his Majesty, for copies 
of all memorials, petitions, and representations 
to himself or his father, or their secretaries, 
in relation to Spanish captures and British 
ships. 

" The Spanish ministry, on the other hand, 
strongly insisted upon the English being excluded 
from all right of cutting logwood in Cam- 
peachy, or of trading to that bay. This was no 
new claim on the part of the Spaniards, it had 
been made by the marquis de Monteleone, so far 
back as the year 1717, and the matter had 
been referred by the then king to the board of 
trade. They gave it as their opinion, that the 
English bad a right to cut logwood there, which 
opinion was founded upon no Spaniards being 
found in that country when the English first 
landed there, and that they had ever since ex- 
ercised the cutting of wood in that country, and 
that in the year 1669, the numbers of EnglisbJog- 
wood-cutters settled in the Laguno de Termi- 
nos, were *o considerably increased, that peat 
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Commons, pursuant to their Order of Tuesday I 
last, copy of a Representation from the Board 
of Trade, relating to the Right of the Subjects 
of Great Britain to cut Logwood in the bay of 
Campeachy ; which Representation follows : 

. A REPRESENTATION 

From the Honourable Board of Trade to his 
late Majesty King George 1. asserting and 
proving the Right of the Subjects of Great 
Britain, to cut Logwood in the Bat of 
Campeachy. 

To th* King's most excellent Majesty, y 

May it please your Majesty, 
- The right honourable Paul Methuen, esq. 
one of your Majesty's principal secretaries of 
state, hSving transmitted to us on the 15th of 
November last, by order of his royal highness, 
a letter or memorial he had received from the 
marquis de Monteleone, ambassador extraor- 
dinary from his Qatholic Majesty, relating to 
the trade carrying on in the West Indies, and 
to the settlement made by your Majesty's sub- 
jects on the island of Trist, and on or near the 
Jake or marsh deTerminos, in the province of 
Jucatan : in which parts he represents, * That 

* they employ themselves in cutting of logwood, 

* or (as the Spaniards call it) Campeachy wood, 
'and that the Spanish viceroy and governor 

* had proposed to dislodge them from thence, 

* hut that his'said Catholic Majesty would not 
' send his orders before he had given your Ma- 
' jesty notice of it, not doubting, but that ac- 
4 cording to all the treaties of peace, and par- 

* ticularty that made at Utrecht, your Majesty 
' would oblige your said subjects to leave the 

quantities of logwood were transported both to 
Jamaica and New England. This being the 
state of that trade in 1669, and the American 
treaty being concluded in 1670, which, by the 
clause of uti possidetis, confirmed to the Eng- 
lish all their possessions in America, their log- 
wood trade and possessions upon the bay of 
Campeachy, were thereby clearly confirmed. 
Nevertheless, the maxims of the Spanish go- 
vernment admitting no competition about what 
they looked upon to be their property in Ame- 
rica, in 1672, they began to question the Eng- 
lish right to that trade. For on the 22nd of 
June that year, the queen regent of Spain pub- 
lished a royal cedula, importing, ' That such as 
' should make an invasion, or trade without 

* licence in the ports of the Indies, should be 

* proceeded against as pirates, &c.' This ce- 
dula was constructed by the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica, to inhibit the English from cutting log- 
wood in Campeachy, and they actually confis- 
cated all English ships that had any on board. 
This, however, being an act of unjust power, 
and not acquiesced in by the English, their 
right to the settlements in Campeachy and the 
logwood trade, was not thereby weakened, the 
treaty of Utrecht confirmed it, because, after 
confirming the, American treaty, a stipulation 
is inserted! ' That the sajue sh.aU be without 



I ' aforesaid lake de Term in os, and* give positive 
' orders to your governors at Jamaica, and of 
' the other -islands, not to suffer the least trade 
' to be carried on for Campeachy wood, and to 

* declare, that if, in the space of eight months, 
' they do not leave the said place,, they shall be 

* looked upon and used as pirates.' 
We beg leave to represent to your Majesty, 

that although we did humbly propose such 
methods as we esteemed proper and necessary 
to support the cutting of logwood in the West 
Indies, when the said Mr. Methuen was on 
departure for Madrid, yet on this occasion, 
when a trade of so great importance to our 
navigation and the American colonies, is in 
danger of being loft, we have again carefully 
perused the books and papers in our office, and 
received from the merchants and others the 
fullest information we can hope to obtain, 
which hath taken up much time ; and we do 
now humbly crave leave to lay before your 
Majesty the past and present state of this trade, 
with the arguments that formerly engaged your 
Majesty's royal predecessors to protect and sup- 
port die same ; to which we shall add some 
observations, and the reasons that induce us 
to conclude your Majesty's subjects have now 
as full'and ample right to this trade, as to any 
other liberty or privilege that has been ttllowed 
by the crown of Spain, and enjoyed by them, 
by virtue of any treaty whatsoever. 

In the first place, therefore, it must be ob- 
served, That logwood is one, of the products of 
the province of Jucatan, which extends itself 
into the north sea, in form of a peninsula, 
about 100 leagues in length. The Spaniards 
are possessed of San Francisco de Campeachy, 

' any prejudice to any liberty or power, which 
1 the subjects of Great Britain enjoyed be- 

* fore, eitner through right, sufferance, or in* 

* dulgence.' 
" Such is the substance of this famous Re- 
presentation, which was now laid before the 
House of Commons,- to whom several other 
petitions about this time from merchants and 
others complaining of Spanish depredations, 
were presented. These complaints corning so 
thick, raised a flame in the nation, which the 
minister durst not attempt to stifle; but it is 
uncertain, whether he did not connive at seme 
officious writings, which represented the peti- 
tioners in no favourable light, and the petitions 
as destitute of real foundation. These .writings 
and pamphlets did inconceivable prejudice to 
the minister, who, as has been observed before, 
generally employed the press very injudi- 
ciously, and uo arts were wanting on the part 
of the opposition to persuade the public, that 
he secretly abetted the Spaniards in their de- 
predations. Though nothing could be more 
ridiculous, and groundless than this accusation, 
yet still the minister bore it with invincible pa- 
tience, and without throwing the least obstacle 
in the way of the Committee, which sat from 
day to day upon the Spanish depredations/' 
Tindal. 
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1. That the English bad done bo for divers 



its capital town and port, which has been thrice 
taken by the English, and besides they have' 
two other inland towns, Meridia and Vatla- 
doliii, of no great importance, having few in- 
habitants ; bur the rest of the province, before 
the. logwood cutters were settled, was in a man- 
ner wholly desolate and uninhabited. ( 

Nevertheless, it must be allowed, that the 
Spaniards had, from time to time, cut wood in 
several places near their own settlements ; but 
during; the hostilities that were committed m 
the West Indies before the year 1667, they de- 
serted that employment, being frequently in- 
terrupted by the privateers, both by sea and 
land, who by degrees becoming acquainted 
with the coasts, and with those parts where the 
wood grew, that were most remote from the 
Spaniards, they at last fell into the trade, and 
laid the foundation of their future establish- 
ment. 

Their first settlements were near to cape Ca- 
tocbe : but upon (if not before) the publica- 
tion of the treaty concluded at Madrid in 1667, 
by the earl of Sandwich, they likewise settled 
near-Suma-Sunta, adjacent to the Laguna de 
Terminos, and to Trist and Beef islands, which 
being the most convenient place for cutting of 
wood, and a tolerable harbour for their ships 
And vessels, the whole trade soon centered 
there. . For notwithstanding the aforesaid 
treaty was principally intended to settle and 
adjust our commerce with his Catholic Majes- 
ty's, dominions in gurope, yet « a general, firm 
« and perfect amity, confederation and peace 
' being tneieby agreed, and concluded (as in 

* the first article) between the two crowns, to 
' be observed inviolably, as well by land as by 

* sea and* fresh waters, and between the coun- 

* tries, kingdoms, dominions and territories be- 
' longing unto or under the obedience of either 

* of them/ &c. It was concluded, that the 
peace extended to America as well as Europe; 
whereupon many of the British privateers that 
bad before used those seas, to the great iitf er- ' 

. ruption of commerce, were then induced to quit 
their former course, and to settle with the 
logwood cutters in the Laguna de Terminos ; 
so that in the year 1669, their numbers were 
considerably increased, and great quantities of 
wood were transported both to Jamaica and 
New England. 

The American treaty for restraining depre- 
dations in those parts being afterwards con- 
cluded by sir William Godolphin in July, 1670, 
added to their strength by encouraging several 
others of the privateers or seamen, to fall in 
wkh this employment of cutting wood, to which 
it was now generally supposed they had a right 
by the said treaty. 

And as the logwood trade was of the greatest 
importance to Jamaica, on the 10th of March, 
1671, sir Thomas Lynch, then governor of 
that island, not having received any orders how 
to govern himself in this affair, transmitted to 
the Lords of the Council the reasons that in- 
duced hiai/to encourage the same under proper 
regulations. . ' 



years. 

2. It was in desolate and uninhabited places. 

3. That this seems a possession . granted * by 
the American treaty. 

4. It might give a right to seclude the Dutch 
and the French, if we should break with Spain. 

5. The Spaniards had not, to that time, 
made any complaints of it. 

6. This employ makes the reducing of the 
privateers more easy. And 

7. That it will employ 100 sail annually, 
and bring in more to lus Majesty's customs and 
the nation's trade, than any colony the King 
hath. 

While these Targuments were under con- 
sideration, the earl of Arlington laid before the 
lords of the Committee, a letter from sir Thomas 
Modyford the late governor of Jamaica, dated 
die 16th of May 1673, wherein, after he hap! 
given an account of .the great extent or com- 
pass of the country, in which the lodgwood 
grows; how meanly the Spanish towns, on the 
foresaid tract of laud were peopled; and of the 
places frequented by the English, he adds, 

" That they have used this trade for three 
years past, at first finding it by the sea-side, 
but afterwards being forced t6 go. four or five 
miles up into the country for their refreshment* 
they had planted Indian provisions, and built 
houses there to keep themselves and their pro* 
visions from the sun and rain : That, . in gene- 
ral, they had aifirined to him, never to have 
seen any Spaniards or other person, in all the 
time of their working, although they bad gone 
six or seven miles farther into the country to 
kill deer, &c. This possession, he says, in the 
West-Indies, is held the strongest that can be, 
viz. felling of wood, building of houses, and 
clearing and planting the ground.* 

Sir Thomas Lynch, to confirm what he had 
before asserted, and to justify his proceedings, 
in November 1672, sends borne the copies of 
several depositions he had taken from the mas* 
ters of ships, and others concerned in the log- 
wood trade, and a proclamation he had issued 
out for the better regulation and security there- 
of, importing, „■ 
. That whereas he was informed, by the oaths 
of many credible witnesses, that his Majesty's 
subjects have used to hunt, fish, and cut wood 
in divers bays, islands, and parts of the conti- 
nent, not frequented or possessed by any of the ■ 
subjects of his Catholic Majesty, and had, for 
some years, peaceably done the same without 
any molestation ; nevertheless, divers vessels 
having been seized at anchor and under sail by ' 
some pirates and fugitives of this island, and 
being in danger of being >o surprised again, 
therefore he orders and. appoints all vessels 
sailing out of the Port Royal, for the aforesaid 
lawful employments, to go out together ia 
small squadrons, four at least in company, and 
to give bond to keep company with, and to 
obey him, whom he should make commander 
for the voyage, and their mutual defence, and 
what they should lawfully do in their own # dt» 
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fefrce, and for the preservation of his Majesty'^ 
subjects, their ships and goods, be authorised 
v and warranted, &c. 

In January following, the secretary to the 
Lords of the Committee, by their order, advises 
the said sir Thomas Lynch, That he bad ac- 
quainted him with their lordships' pleasure 
fully, concerning cutting of logwood, and that 
they did altogether allow of the same, provided 
those rules were observed, which they had for- 
merly directed, and which were agreeable to 
what the said governor himself had already 
mentioned. 
- This allowance of carrying on the trade as 
aforesaid, gave fresh vigour to those engaged in 
it, though about this time the Spaniards began 
to interrupt them in the prosecution thereof, 
and to dispute their right to that liberty they 
had so long quietly enjoyed. 

For we most insist on it, as an undoubted 
and uncontested fact, that from the publica- 
tion of the treaty in 1667, until about two 
years after the conclusion of the American 
treaty, the logwood cutters had never been in 
the least disturbed or molested in their em- 
ployment, either directly or indirectly; nor 
does it appear, that the Spanish governors took 
any umbrage at it, or made any complaint 
about it.; much less did they pretend to an ex- 
clusive right, or that it was contrary to the 
laws of their commerce. 

Nay, so far were they from expressing any 
resentment on this account, or making it a pre- 
tence to justify the first hostilities they com- 
mitted, in violation of the treaties both of 1667 
and 16^0; that when sir Thomas Lynch sent 
to Dpn Fernando Francisco Descavedo, the 
goVernor of St. Francisco de Campeachy, to 
demand satisfaction for two English ships which 
had logwood on hoard, and- were taken by some 
Spanish men of war; in his answer to that 
charge on the 6th of April 1672, he takes no 
notice of our Cutting logwood, or that those 
ships had any on board, or that we had settled 
on the Laguna de Tertninos, nor had he any 
other complaint to make by way of retaliation, 
save that an English vessel had taken a Spanish 
bark at the Laguna de Terminos bound to To- 
feasco, which is the more remarkable, because 
the said Laguna was, at that time, and had been 
several years, actually in our possession. 

It mast likewise be .farther urged, That be- 
fore the queen regent of Spain had published a 
royal Cedula t bearing date the 22d of June 
1672, which orders, ' That such as should make 
* invasion, or trade without licence in the ports 
f of the Indies, should be proceeded against as 
' pirates, &c.' It does not appear that cutting 
of logwood was esteemed by the Spaniards to 
be an invasion, and trading without licence ; 
But by virtue of this Cedula, it was at length 
carried to that height, that if our ship? had but 
any logwood on board, they were confiscated 
Without remedy. 

Upon this subject, the earl of Arlington, on 
the 19th of March 1674. wrote to sir William 



Godolphin, then ambassador at Madrid, as fol- 
lows : 

* In a word, his Majesty is so sensible of the 
' sufferings of his subjects in this particular* 
4 that yon must endeavour, by all the skill yojtt 

* have, to procure some liberty for the cutting 

* of logwood, in those remote parts, where the 
' Spaniards have none, and his Majesty's sub- 
' jects have had long abode and residence ; and 

* the rather, for that we find, by all the replies 

* we have seen, they justify themselve$4>y that 
' single point of cutting logwood, nay, even of 
' finding it on board our vessels, which \o us 
4 appears very unreasonable.' 

And sir Lionel Jenkins, the judge of the ad- 
miralty, iu his report to his late Majesty King 
Charles IT, of the 8th of October 1675, inti- 
mated, * That the American treaty does require 

* a a farther elucidation and adjustment be- 

* tween your -Majesty and the crown of Spain ; 
' for it appears by the judgment of the Queen, 
' in the matter of Campeachy, and by their 
4 Cedulas Reales, that they affix a new inter- 
' pretation upon that treaty, in declaring what 
' shall be private or not private, prize^ or no* 
' prize, without communicating, it seemly with 
' your Majesty, and without publication; that 
' may reach your Majesty's subjects/ 

Thus, by a Spanish Auto, or a decree of that 
court, which was inconsistent with, and made 
( ex pott facto J after the ratifications of a public 
and solemn treaty, it was, manifestly intended, 
not only to debar the British subjects of that 
liberty they enjoyed before the said treaty was 
made, but in some measure, to deprive them 
of the common right of all nations ; whereas, if 
your Majesty's subjects did actually hold and 
possess the Laguna de Tenninos, and the parts 
adjacent, at the time of the conclusion of tbe 
American treaty, as hath been already proved, 
the last clause of the 7th article will determine 
to whom the same belongs, viz. ' 

* Moreover, it is agreed, that the most serene 
' king of Great-Britain, his heirs and succes- 
' sors, shall have, hold, and -keep, and always 
' possess, in full right of sovereignty, seniority, 

* possession, and propriety, all the lands, coua- 
' tries, islands, colonies, and other places, be 

* they what they will, lying and situate in the 
' West-Indies, or in* any part of America, 
' which the said king of Great-Britain and his 
' subjects now hold and possess, insomuch 
4 they neither can, nor ought hereafter to be 
4 contested or called in question for them, upon 

* any account, or under any pretence whatso- 
4 ever.' 

And as long as the 8th article of the same 
treaty subsists, it will appear very extraordinary, 
that the Spaniards should pretend to any domi- 
nion or power in the ports or havens where 
they neither had fortifications, nor magazines, 
or in those places which were not possessed by 
them, because these descriptions are undoubt- 
edly laid down by the treaty, as tbe sole and 
distinguishing marks of the sovereignty of the 
crown of Spain in those parts and places, which 
"2 Y 



Digitized by 



691] PARL. HIST., ? George II. 1729.— -Tftc Common*' Representation respecting \W<2 



only we were to forbear sailing to and traffick- 
ing in, while allother ports and places were left 
open and free. * • 

But notwithstanding the said treaty was so 
strong in our favour, the Spaniards having there- 
by compassed the two main ends they proposed 
to themselves, viz. 

1st, The securing' their West-India trade to 
themselves, by excluding us, and consequently 
all other nations, from trafficking with them ; 
a point which could never be before obtained, 
though it was strenuously insisted on, in the 
reign of king James I. and afterwards in 1630. 

2dly, The dispersion of the privateers, who 
had long miserabjy harrassed and distressed the 
Spaniards' settlements, and notably checked the 
increase both of their power and trade in those 
parts, but are now entirely reduced, by the 
great care of the English governors, and by their 
entering into the logwood trade. 

Yet the only advantages Great* Britain aimed 
at by the treaty, viz. That her subjects might 
Carry on their trade without interruption, and 
peaceably enjoy those places they then held 
and possessed, were, in a great measure, abso- 
lutely defeated. 

For, after the publication of the aforesaid 
royal Cedula, many of our ships were made 
prizes, under that pretence, sometimes by Spa- 
- irish men of war, at other times by English pi- 
rates, seduced by the governors into the service 
of Spain, and afterwards by the Biscayneers, 
that were sent to cruise in those seas. 

And, upon the same pretence, in April 1680, 
several ships under the command of Don 
, philippo 4 de Varedda Villegas, arrived at the 
island of Trist and the Laguna de Terminus, 
attacked our logwood-cutters, while separated 
from one another, and dislodged them from 
thence. 

' Moreover, the Spanish . governors enconraged 
by this success, and little regarding the just right 
of your Majesty, pr your subjects, even to plan- 
tations still more distant from their dominions, 
did soon resolve upon another expedition, and 
in 1682 surprized New Providence, one of the 
Bahama islands. , 

But these places were again soon repeopled, 
and the trade from Trist and the Laguna, in 
1682, was greater than ever. 

The rise and progress of the log-wood trade 
from about the year 1667, to the year 1682^ 
being thus stated, and laid before your Majesty, 
we presume it would be too tedious, and not 
▼ery material to the point in question, to enter 
into the particulars, how, and in what manner, 
it was afterwards constantly carried on ; and 
how it has been from time to time interrupted 
^and supported uotil the year 1713, when the 
adjustment and settlement thereof wasagain un- 
der consideration, both at Madrid and Utrecht. 

But since the Spanish ambassador insists on 
. it, that by the treaty of peace made at Utrecht, 
in which (he says) it is stipulated, * That the 
' lands or other places which had been taken 

* in the Indies during the war, should be 

* evacuated ; your Majesty is engaged to 



oblige your subjects' who are come to the 
lake de Terminos, to leave it immediately/ 
We most humbly take leajve to represent 
farther to your Majesty : ~ 

That if his excellency would hereby insi- 
nuate, that your Majesty's subjects are but 
lately, and during the war* come to the 
Laguna de Terminos, that is a mistake in 
fact, for it appears by the forementioned de- 
positions, sent by sir Thomas Lynch, and sir 
Thomas Modyford, that they were there in 
1669, and for some time, or years before ; and 
it is well known to die Spaniards, that they 
have been ever since possessed of that part of 
the country, except for two or three months 
after the aforesaid assault in 1680. 

Neither .will what the said ambassador as- 
serts from the treaty, answer the end for which 
it was produced. 

By the 8th article it is, indeed, agreed by 
his Catholic Majesty, * not to alienate any of 
' his territories in the West* Indies, to the 
' French or any other nation ; and upon this 
' condition her late Majesty engages, that she 
' will endeavour and give assistance to the 
Spaniards, that the ancient limits of their do- 
' minions in America be restored, &c. if it 
' shall appear that they have in any manner 
' been broken into, and lessened in any part, 
( since the death of king Charles 2/ But to 
argue from hence, that the Laguna de Ter- 
minos, in , possession of the English before the 
yeais 1670, must be evacuated, when this 
treaty has only reference to what has passed 
since the demise of the said king Charles 2, is 
very extraordinary. 

But if the ambassador refers to the memo- 
rial on the affairs of commerce, that was signed 
at Madrid the 13th of July 1713, by the lord 
Lexington, and the marquis de Bedmar, we 
must confess, that the article relating to the 
logwood trade, proposed therein by his lord- 
ship, had not then its effect : but we are as- 
sured it was from thence, among other things, 
referred to the discussion of the plenipoten- 
tiaries at Utrecht. 

What passed particularly on this affair at 
Utrecht, doth not appear to us ; but by the 
treaty of commerce concluded the 28th of No- 
vember following (of which the said ambassador 
takes no notice in this memorial) and wherein 
the several interests of the two crowns, and 
their subjects, with respect to commerce, were 
more particularly under consideration, it is 
manifest, that the rights and liberties insisted 
on by the British subjects in the We$t-Indies, 
were adjusted by the Lords plenipotentiaries, 
and that a clause in the treaty which deter- 
mines this contest relating to the cutting of 
logwood, beyond all possibility of dispute for 
the future, was then agreed upon and con- 
cluded ; it being expressly stipulated in the 
first article 'after the confirmation and ratifi- 
cation of the American treaty in> 1670, as 
follows : 

<- Without any prejudice, however, to any 
' liberty, or power, which the subjects of 
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• Great Britain enjoyed before, either through 

* right, sufferance, or indulgence.' 

* If therefore this ' comprehensive clause, 
(which relates only to the West-Indies) con- 
' firms, secures, and re-establishes those liber- 
ties, which the subjects of Great Britain en- 
joyed in America before the treaty in 1670, it 
necessarily follows : 

That they having then enjoyed the liberty of 
cutting logwood, without any interruption (as 
bath been proved) either through right, suf- 
ferance, or indulgence, they are again in- 
titled by this treaty, to the same liberty, in as 
plain and express words as can be used or 
imagined. 

And that your Majesty may be more fully 
apprized of the importance of this trade, the 
same will be effectually demonstrated by the 
following account of the quantities of logwood 
imported since the war, viz. 

T. C. Q. lb. 
In 1713 2189 15 S 22 

1714 4878 14 S 24 

1715 - - - - - 5863 12 1 14 

1716 2032 17 2 05 

In four years, Tons 14965 00 3 09 

That is, communibus afinis, tons* 3741, 
which cannot be computed at less than 
60,000/. per annum, though the price is at pre- 
sent reduced from 40/. to 16/. per ton, where- 
as, before your Majesty's subjects were settled 
there,} it was worth 100/. the ton. 

Nor is this trade less necessary than bene- 
ficial to your Majesty's dominions, by reason 
of the great encouragement it gives to our sea- 
men and shipping, which* at all times requires 
a particular attention, but now especially, 
when it is daily observed, that very many 
British mariners, either through defect of the 
laws, for want of employment at home, or in 
hopes of greater advantage abroad, enter them- 
selves into foreign service; 
, Upon the whole, therefore, we are humbly 
of opinion ; ■ « 

, That the subjects of this your' Majesty's 
"kingdom, for some years before, as well as after 
the conclusion of the American tceaty in 
1670, did enjoy an uninterrupted liberty of 
cutting logwood in the Laguna de Termmos, 
and in other places not inhabited by the Spa- 
niards in the province of Jucatan, either 
through right, sufferance, or indulgence. 

That the said American treaty did establish 
a right in the crown of Great Britain to the 
Laguna de Terminos, and the parts adjacent ; 
those places, at the time of the treaty, and 
for some ^years before being actually in pos- 
session of the British subjects. 

That the royal Cedula issued out by the 
court of Spain, was a violation of the afore- 
said treaty, forasmuch as the cirryiog on the , 
trade to the Laguna de Term'nos, was there- 
by interpreted an invasion, an j the logwood- 
cutters accounted pirates. 

And that your Majesty's jtibjects having 



been (at least) suffered to enjoy the liberty of ^ 
cutting logwood as aforesaid, before the con- 
clusion of the American treaty (although your 
Majestytshould not insist on your said right 
to the Laguna de Terminos) yet that the same 
liberty is absolutely granted and confirmed by 
the treaty of commerce made at Utrecht. 

And we do farther think it our duty to re- 
present to your Majesty, that although the 
said 'Spanish ambassador seems to declare in 
his memorial, that ho attempt should be made 
to dislodge your subjects settled on the Laguna 
de Terminos, in a less time than eight months 
from the date of his said memorial ; yet they 
were dislodged and taken prisoners in the 
same month the memorial was 'delivered, as 
appears by several affidavits sent Jto this board 
by general Hamilton, your Majesty's governor 
of the Leeward islands. 

All which is most humbly submitted. > 

(Signed,) Suffolk, J. Chetwynd, Charles 
Cooke, J. Molesworth, IX Pulteney, M» 
Bladen.— Whitehall, Sept. 25th, 1717 ► 

/ * 
Resolution of the House relating to the De- 

predations of the Spaniards.] Then the House,, 
having resolved itself into the said Committee, 
considered farther of the Petitions of divers 
merchants and others, interested in the British, 
plantations in America; proceeded in the far-, 
ther hearing of the Petitioners ; went through 
the Evidence ; and, at last, after some debate, 
put off the farther consideration of that affair, 
to the SOtb, but came to the following Resolu- 
tion, viz. " That from the Peace concluded at , 
Utrecht, in the year 1713, to this time, the 
British trade and navigation to and from the. 
several British colonies in America, has been 
greatly interrupted by the continual Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards, who have seized very 
valuable effects, and have unjustly taken and, 
made prize of great numbers of British ships 
and vessels in those parts, to the great loss and , 
damage of the subjects of this kingdom, and in 
manifest violation of the Treaties subsisting be- 
tween the two crowns," 

An Address thereon. presented to the King?}' 
Then Mr. Winnington, by direction from the 
Grand Committee, moved, and it was- accord- 
ingly resolved, nem. con. " That an hufrble Ad- 
dress be presented to the King, to desire his ' 
Majesty will use his utmost endeavours to pre* ' 
vent such Depredations; to procure just * and ' 
reasonable satisfaction for the losses sustained; 
and to secure to his subjects the free exercise 
of commerce and navigation to and from the 
British colonies in America. 1 ' 

March 14. Mr. Winnington reported the 
said Resolution, which was agreed to. 

The King's Answer thereto,] March 17. 
The Commons, with their Speaker, having at- 
tended the King with this Address, his Majesty 
returned the following Answer : 

<* Gentlemen ; 
« I have always bad tye greatest regard a?4 



Digitized by Google 



695] PA$L. HISTORY, 2 Gboege II. 172fr .— Pnceeimgi concerning tie [696 



concern for the Commerce and Navigation of 
my kingdom*; I am sensibly affected with the 
Losses sustained by my trading subjects; I 
have upon all proper applications given the 
strictest orders for procuring just and reason- 
able satisfaction ; and you may be assured, 
that I will use my best endeavours to answer 
the desires and expectations of my people upon 
an affair of so much importance," 

j Proceedings concerning the Restitution of 
Gibraltar.] Mnrch 18. The Lords, in a full 
House, considered the State of the Nation, 
particularly with relation to the positive de- 
mand made by the court of Spain, for the Res- 
titution, of Gibraltar, grounded on a Letter* 
written in the year 1721, by his late Majesty to 
the king of Spain : A copy of that Letter in 
French, with a translation of it in English, hav- 
ing been laid before the House, (he said trans- 
lation was read, as follows : 

« Sir, My Brother; July 1, 1721. 

' I have learnt, with great satisfaction, by the 

* report of my ambassador at your court, that 

* your Majesty is, at last, resolved to remove 
' the obstacles that havej for some time, delay- 
' ed t^ie entire accomplishment of uur union. 
« Since, from the confidence your Majesty ex- 
presses towards me, I may look upon the 
•Treaties which have been in question between 
' us as re-established ; and that accordingly the 

* instruments necessary for carrying on the 
' trade of my subjects, will be delivered out : I 

* do no longer balance to assure your Majesty 
' of my readiness to satisfy you, with regard to 
' your demand touching the Restitution of 
' Gibraltar ; promising you to make use of the- 
•* first favourable opportunity to regulate this 
' Article, with consent of my Parliament. And 
1 to giveyour Majesty a further proof of my af- 

- 4 feciion, I have ordered my ambassador, as 

* soon as the negociation, with which he has 
' beeu charged, shall be finished, to propose to 

* < your Majesty new engagements to be entered 
' into, in concert and jointly with France, suit- 
' able to the present conjuncture, not only for 
' strengthening our union, but also for securing 
' the tranquillity of Europe : Your Majesty 

* may be persuaded that I, on nay part, will 

< shew ' all the facility imaginable, promising 

< myself that you will do the same, for tjhe mu- 
' uial benefit of our kingdoms, being most per- 

< fectly, Sir, my Brother, your Majesty's Good 

* Brother, George JR.' 

'To the King of Spain, 
« Monsieur, My-Brother.' 

A Motion in the Lords that the King of 
Spain be. obliged to renounce his Claim to 
Gibraltar and Minorca; pusses in the Nega- 
1 ■ i ■ ■ ■ r— — ■ 

* A motion watt made in the last session of 
kin<; George 1, for laying before toe Commons 
a copy of the said Letter, but it passed in the 
negative ; see p. 547. See likewise lord Ba- 
thurst's, and lord Townshend*s Speeches relat- 
ion thereto in the same session p. £95. 



Then it being moved to resqlve, " That 
for the honour of his Majesty, and the prefer**- _ 
tion and security of the Trade end Commerce 
of this kingdom, effectual care should be taken, 
in the present Treaty, That the king of Spain 
do renounce all claim and pretension to 
Gibraltar and the island x of Minorca, in plain 
and strong terms." 

After debate, the question being pat there- 
upon, it was resolved in the negative by ftk 
against 31. 

Protest thereon.] 
, " Dissentient^ 

1. " Because we think onr right to a plaee 
of such importance to our commerce should be 
secured by more than general stipulations-,, 
which may be liable to different constructions, 
and will probably be interpreted by the Spa- 
niards in their own favour, however we may in- 
terpret them in ours. 

2. " Because the king of Spain, having, 
claimed by his ministers several times, not only 
from the late king's positive promise, as he as- 
serts it to be, but from our forfeiture of it too 
by our infractions of those conditions on whicb 
he gave it up to us ; and having actually be- 
sieged it since he yielded it to us by treaty, it 
seems reasonable "to us, that we should insist 
upon his making his renunciation of it-in words 
as plain and strong as he has made his claim 
to it, especially since, as far as we have heard, 
our plenipotentiaries have not been able to pre* 
vail upon him to shew any inclination to relin- 
quish his pretensions to it, during the long 
course of these perplexed negotiations, in which 
we have been unskilfully, as we fear, and we 
are sure we have been unfortunately involved. 

3. " We think it is incumbent upon us to 
take particular care, that our right to it should 
not in the least be precarious, because, we ap- 
prehend, we have great reason to fear that the 
king of Spain's allies are very desirous to have 
it again in his hands, and have no reason at all 
to believe that our own allies are solicitous to 
have it continue in ours: if there should be the 
least room, upon a peace, for the king of Spam's 
pretensions to it, from any loose or doubtful 
expressions, we are apprehensive, it may lay a 
foundation for uneasiness and animosity, and 
might interrupt a perfect harmony between us 
and a nation whose friendship must always be 
of the greatest advantage to us. We think our 
zeal to preserve our title to it, in that most e& 
fectual manner we proposed, would have terri- 
fied any wicked ministers even from the 
thoughts ofgiving it up, if ever we should be in 
such wretched circumstances, as to have any 
who might think a war more dangerous to them- 
selves than the nation; and who might for that 
reason be tempted to purchase an inglorious 
peace, at the high price of so valuable a part of 
the British dominions — — (Signed) Beaufort, 

Strafford, Gower, Batburst, Plymouth* 
Oxford and Mortimer, Berkshire, Scars* 
dale, Boyle, Montjoy^ Weston, Wi*~ 
loughby de Brake, Coventry, IitchfieJd, 
Craven, Abingdon, Foley*" 
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Then it was resolved, " That this House ck&b 
entirely rely upon his Majesty, that he will, for 
maintaining the honour) and securing ihe trade 
of this kingdom, take effectual care in the pre* 
seat Treaty, to preserve his undoubted right to 
Gibraltar and the island of Minorca." 
- March 19. The Lords sent a Message to the 
Commons, desiring a present Conference, re- 
lating to Gibraltar and Minorca : which being 
agreed to, the Managers for the Lords commu- 
nicated to those of the Commons the above 
Resolution. 

The lord Malpas, one of the Managers for 
the Commons, having reported the Conference 
to the House, it was resolved to address his 
Majesty for a copy of the Letter written by 
his rate' Majesty to the king of Spain, in 1721, 
relating to Gibraltar. 

March 21. The said Letter being laid be* 
lore the House, the same was taken into con- 
sideration, together, with the Lords' Resolution, 
above-mentioned ; upon which, there was a 
warm debate. Many severe reflections Were 
made on those who first advised his late Ma- 
jesty to write such a Letter, as either implied, 
.or at least was taken by the Spaniards, as a 
positive promise of giving up Gibraltar ; and 
therefore might be looked upon as the main 
source and occasion both of the subsequent 
measures that have been pursued to recover 
that false step, and of the difficulties We at 
present labour under. The Courtiers endea- 
voured to justify those measures, and assured 
the House, That effectual care had been taken 
in the present negotiation, to secure the. pos- 
session of Gibraltar to the Crown of Great- 
Britain; But the Country-Party answered, 
That the same did not plainly appear by the 
tenor of the Provisional Treaty ; and therefore 
moved, That to the Lords * Resolution, how 
under consideration, the following words might 
be added, viz. ' And that all pretensions on 
' the part of the crown of Spain to the said 
4 places be specifically given up.' But after 
some farther debate, the question being put 
upon the said motion, it was carried in the ne- 
gative, by 267 voices against 111. After this, 
the question being put, That this House does 
agree with the Lords in the said Resolution, 
k was carried in the affirmative without divid- 
ing* 

* " Thus ended this business in Parliament, 
which had created so much ill-will, occasioned 
so many false reports at the time, and which 
has since been misrepresented by those who in- 
culpate the. minister for breaking a promise 
which he never made, and for violating the 
national honour, when, in fact, he defended 
and supported it. Although the business was 
f thus concluded in Parliament, yet the asser • 
tions of the minister did riot satisfy Opposition, 
and -as the affair was again renewed in the 
Craftsman, and ofcber periodical publications, 
^uk increased rancour and exaggerated inveo- 
wve> to which Watpole never condescended to 
make anj reply, these invectives have been 



The same day, a Bill, ' For the move eflfec- 
* tua! preventing Bribery and Corruption in 
4 -the Election of Members to serve in Parlia- 
1 me nt/ was read the first, and ordered to be 
read a second time. 



adopted by subsequent historians with no less 
asperity, and have been considered as authen- 
tic facts. Nor is this misrepresentation con* 
fined to the authors of this country: Many 
of the French writers are totally ■ mistaken 0 
in the account of this negotiation m asserting, 
that George the first promised uncondition- 
ally to restore Gibraltar. 

" In 1715, George the first, for the purpose 
of avoiding a rupture with Spain, gave full 
powers to the regent duke of Orleans, to offer 
the restoration of Gibraltar ; the hostilities 
which followed, annulled the promise, and af- 
terwards the king of Spain acceded purely and 
simply to the quadruple alliance, without sti- 
pulating the cession. The regent, however; 
with a view to ingratiate himself with the king 
of Spain, and to promote the double marriage 
between the two infants and his two daughters, 
repeatedly renewed the offer in the name of 
George the first, and inspired Philip with the 
most sanguine hopes of recovering so important 
a fortress. These expectations being urged by 
Philip with great warmth, and with little dis- 
cretion, obliged the King to declare that he 
did not consider himself as bound by his 
former conditional promise. The regent 
being reproached by the queen'of Spain with a 
breach of hw word, dispatched the count de Se» 
neterre to England, to represent the danger 
and delicacy of his situation. He declared, 
that he considered the King's promise as full 
and positive, and that he would as soon consent 
to his utter ruin, as to the dishonour of failing 
in so public an engagement. These strong ex- ' 
pressions from the regent, who had proved 
himself so faithful ah ally, and whose assistance 
in discovering and counteracting the schemes of 
the Jacobites was so necessary, perplexed the 
King, and induced him to use his utmost en- 
deavours to gratify him and the king of Spain, 
with this view, earl Stanhope sounded the dis* 
position of the upper House, by insinuating 
an intention to obtain a bill, empowering the 
King to dispose of Gibraltar, for the advan- 
tage of the nation. But this hint produced a 
violent ferment. The public were roused with 
indignation on the simple suspicion, that at the 
close of a successful war, unjustly begun by 
Spain, so important a fortress should be ceded. 
General murmurs>were at the same time ex-* 
cited by a report industriously circulated by 
Opposition, that the King had entered into a 
positive engagement for that purpose ; virulent 
pamphlets were published to alarm the people, 
and to persuade them rather to continue the 
war, than to give up Gibraltar. The ministers 
were compelled to yield to jhe torrent, 
and to adopt the prudent resolution of 
waving the motion, lest it should produce a 
contrary effect, by & bill, which might for ever 
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March 95; The above Resolution having 
been formed into an Address, both Houses pre- 
sented the same to his Majesty, who returned 
the following Answer: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

" I thank you for the confidence you repose 
in me, I will take effectual care, as I have 
hitherto done, to secure my undoubted right 
to Gibraltar, and the Island of Minorca/ 1 

The same day, sir Paul Methuen delivered 
to the Commons the following Answer to their 
Address of the 11th instant, viz. " That the 
sum of 60,000/. mentioned in that Address, 
had been issued and disbursed, pursuant tp the 
power given to his- Majesty by parliament, for 
necessary services and engagements entered 

tie up the King's hands. The interference of 
France in this affair, and the extreme eagerness' 
to obtain the restitution, was of great detriment 
The alarm was indeed so strong, that suspicions 
were entertained ( that the Regent was medita- 
ting the desertion of the alliance with England, 
and made Gibraltar a pretext to justify a change 
of system. These apprehensions induced the 
King to send earl Stanhope to Paris, with a 
view of representing the true situation of affairs, 
and to state the unpopularity of the measure, 
and the impracticability of carrying it against 
the general sense of the people. The letter 
which Stanhope conveyed from the King to the 
Regent on this occasion, was firm, discreet, 
and satisfactory. He acknowledged that he 
had made the offer of ceding Gibraltar, solely 
with a view of preventing the rupture, and 
that Spain might have obtained it, had she then 
acceded to the proposed conditions. But it 
was now too late to revive tjhe demand, as the 
king of Spain had proved himself the aggressor. 
It never could be understood that a volun- 
tary offer of this nature, to prevent a war, was 
binding as a preliminary of peace. He con- 
cluded by observing, that he bad never given his 
consent, since the rupture, to the renewal of 
the offer, and had received no communication 
from the regent of any intention to bring it for- 
ward. The duke of Orleans was fully satisfied 
with this representation. He owned, that al- 
though he could not avoid continuing to press 
for the restitution which he had so solemnly 
promised in the King's name, yet that he would 
employ every indirect means in his power, to 
prevent its being indiscreetly and improperly 
urged, and testified his resolution to make a 
separate peace with Spain. 

"JThe Kins, however, being still inclined to 
gratify the Regent^ if he could do it without 
disobliging his subjects, referred the object of 
dispute to the congress at Cambray, hoping 
that in the course of negotiations, the Spanish 
plenipotentiaries might urge such motives and 
arguments in its favour, as would influence the 
Parliament and people. Under the same im- 
pressions, he made another effort. By his or- 
der, earl Stanhope wrote to secretary Craggs, 
to lay before the lords justices the advantages 
which would result from ceding Gibraltar for Flo- 



into for restoring and preserving the peace of 
Europe, and which require the greatest secrecy ; 
and therefore, a particular and distinct account 
of the distribution of it, could not possibly 
be given, without a manifest prejudice to the 
public." 

March 27. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, considerd farther of the petition of se- 
veral merchants relating to the Spanish defjre- 
datons ; beard some of the petitioners ; exa- 
mined witnesses; and after a warm debate, put 
off the farther consideration of that matter to 
the 2d of April.' 

The Bribery- Bill passed and sent up to the 
Lords.] April 1. The Bill, * For the more ef- 



rida, or the eastern part of St. Domingo, and 
for certain commercial advantages. This pro- 
posal being laid before the council, lord Towns- 
bend at first warmly opposed, but finally 
agreed, if a suitable equivalent* particularly 
Florida, could be obtained. Accordingly, tbe 
cession seemed ultimately determined, if it met 
with the approbation of Parliament. But the 
obstinacy of the King of Spain, rendered this 
proposal ineffectual. He declined yielding Flo- 
rida in exchange, and insisted on Gibraltar 
without giving any equivalent. This Claim on 
his part was so warmly and repeatedly insisted 
on, as the indispensable requisite for acceding 
to- the terms of pacification, that it was deemed 
a prudent art of policy not to retard the con- 
clusion of peace, by a positive denial. Philip 
having requested, as an ostensible vindication 
of the peace, which was reprobated in Spain as 
highly dishonourable, a letter conveying a pro- 
mise of restoring Gibraltar, George the first 
complied, and expressed himself with great dis- 
cretion on this delicate subject. " I no longer 
balance (he observed) to assure your Majesty 
of my readiness to satisfy you with regard 
to your demand, touching the restitution of 
Gibraltar, vpon the footing of an equivalent % 
promising you to make use of the first favoura- 
ble opportunity to regulate this article, with 
consent of my Parliament." When the British 
minister delivered this letter, both the king 
and queen of Spain made so many objections, 
particularly to the word ' equivalent/ that at his 
suggestion the King consented to write another 
letter, in which those words were omitted, 
under the full conviction that the letter, even 
in that mutilated state, left the affair entirely to 
the Parliament, who might refuse to part with 
Gibraltar upon any terms ; or if they agreed 
to the cession, might equally insist upon an equi- 
valent. 

" This was the memorable letter, f which 
was the cause of so much obloquy .* Coxe's 
W alpole. 

f This letter is printed in the' Journals of 
the Lords and Commons, in the Political State 
of Europe, Historical Register, Chandler, and 
Tindal, with an omission of the words marked 
in Italics. 
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* fectual preventing Bribery and Corruption in 

* Elections/ was read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the Lords by Mr. Watkin Wil- 
liams Wynne, knight of the shire for Denbigh. 



A Motion in the Lords to resolve. That Ad- 
miral Hosier's Expedition was an unreasonable 
Burthen upon the Nation, passes in the- nega- 
tive.] April 17. The Lords having called for 
most of the Papers, that had been laid before 
the Commons, relating to the Spanish Depre- 
dations; and read some of thetn, considered, 
the next day, in a full House, the State of the 
Nation. Very severe reflections were made 
on the late conduct of those in the adminis- 
tration : and the residue of the papers which 
were laid before the House, as well in relation 
to the squadron of ships sent to the West- 
Indies, as to the depredations made by the 
Spaniards on his Majesty's subjects in America, 
being read, it was proposed to resolve, " That 
it appears to this House, that the expence of 
the squadron sent to the West-Indies, under 
the command of vice-admiral Hosier, having 
been borne by this nation alone, though de- 
signed to. prevent the Spaniards from seizing 
the effects belonging to his Majesty's allies, as 
well as his subjects, which were on board the 
Flota or Galleons, and from applying the trea- 
sure to disturb the peace, and invade the liber- 
ties of 'Europe, has been an unreasonable bur- 
Chen upon this kingdom/' 

Protest thereon."] After debate the question 
was put thereupon, and it was resolved in the 
negative, by 87 against 27. 

" Dissentient' 

1. " Because, we conceive, that our Allies 
were, at least, as much concerned as ourselves, 
to prevent the Spaniards from disturbing the 
peace and invading the liberties of Europe, if 
there was at that time sufficient foundation to 
apprehend such attempts on the part of Spain, 
and because our allies (the French in particu- 
lar) had a much greater share in the effects of 
the Galleons than the subjects of this nation, 
and by consequence were much more con- 
cerned in interest to prevent the king of Spain 
from seizing those effects. 

S. " Because we not only took the whole 
charge of this expedition upon ourselves, but 
have increased our national forces, taken great 
numbers of foreign troops into our pay, and 
contracted to pay divers subsidies to Foreign 
princes, when it has not appeared to us in any 
authentic manner (as we apprehend) that our 
allies have taken upon themselves any expence 
proportionable to this, in consequence of the 
Hanover Treaty. 

3. " Because we are convinced, that the 
national expence and losses, occasioned by 
this expedition, do not only very far exceed 
any interest which the subjects of this nation 
can be supposed to have in the Galleons, but 
have likewise been much more considerable 
than any detriment which has accrued to 
Spain by delaying the return of the Galleons, 



4. " That by taking this expedition solely 
upon ourselves, we, drew the whole resentment 
of the court of Spam qpon this nation, and 
gave the French an opportunity of healing the 
breaches which had been made between those 
two courts ; of acquiring a greater share than 
ever they had in* a most beneficial branch of 
trade, and of acting rather the part of medi- 
ators than that of parties in the dispute. 

5. " We cannot help being of opinion, that 
this burthen was the more unreasonable, since 
it does not appear that this expedition has had . 
the effect of obliging the Spaniards clearly "to 
adjust the points in dispute between us, or ef- 
fectually to secure to our merchants a just sa- 
tisfaction for the great losses, which they have 
sustained by the seizures and captures made by 
the Spaniards.—- — (Signed) Beaufort, Strat- 
ford, Gower, Montjoy, Coventry, Ox- 
ford and Mortimer, Pliraouth, Foley, 
Craven, WiUpug-hby de Broke, Litch- 
field, Bathurst, Scarsdale, Northamp- 
ton." A 

Debate in the Commons on the Arrears of the 
Civil List.] April 23 The Commons went 
into a grand committee on the Supply* and 
after examination of the commissioners ** the 
customs and excise, the postmaster genera}, 
and other officers concerned in the Civil List 
Revenues, the Courtiers endeavoured to prove, 
that there were so great Arrears standing ouc 
on the several branches of those revenues, that 
they fell short o reproducing within the year, the 
clear sum of 800,000/. which was settled Sox 
his Majesty's Civil List ; and hereupon Mr. 
Scrope moved, u That the sum of 115,000/. he 
granted to his Majesty, upon account of the 
Arrears of his Civil List He venues, to be re- 
placed and refunded, for the use and benefit of 
the public, out of such arrears of the said reve- 
nues, as shall be standing out at his Majesty's 
demise, and together with the said sum of 
115,000/. shall be more than sufficient to make 
up the produce of the said revenues 800,000/. 
per annum, during his Majesty's life, to be com- 
puted from the 25th of June 1727.*" 

* " In this session occurred one of those diffi- 
cult and critical cases, iu which Wal pole, was re- 
duced to the necessity of complying with the will 
of the sovereign, contrary to his own judgment, or 
of resigning. Great complaints had been made 
of the deficiency of the civil list, and upon aa 
examination of the revenue officers, a motion was 
made by Scrope, secretary to the treasury, that 
the sum of 115,000/. be granted to his Majesty, 
not as a deficiency, but as an arreaf. It ap- 
peared that there was no deficiency, yet the 
House rejected a motion for a secret committee, 
and passed the act, by a majority of 241 
against 115. In the Lords, the bill met with 
strenuous opposition, and though carried, very 
strong protests were entered on the journals, 
and signed by fourteen peers. This transac- 
tion gave great pain to Walpole : lie is said to 
have used every effort of address and reason- 
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Though the design of this motion was easily 
"apprehended, yet many members expressed" 
their surprise, that it should be uiade so late in 
the session, and after the recess of Easter, and 
when it was generally understood that there 
was no farther demand of money to be made; 
since it related to an account, said by the men*- 
ber who made the motion, to have been closed 
at Midsummer 1798, and consequently proper 
in every respect, if at all, to have been brought 
in very early in the session, and to have been 
considered in a fall House ; and this motion ap- 
peared to them the more extraordinary, be- 
cause, io the former session, the several duties 
and revenues granted by the act for the better 
support of bis Majesty's bousboid, and of the 
honour and dignity of th* crown, were under- 
stood, and appeared by the accounts then be* 
fore the House, to produce yearly much above 
the sum of 800^000/. for which they were given; 
and therefore the said motion was vigorously 
opposed by .Mr. William IJulteney, and other 
members, who moved, " That these Accounts 
and Papers should be referred to a Select 
Committee, with power to send for such other 
accounts, and to call, before them, and examine 
such officers of the revenue as they judged ne- 
cessary, and then to report to the House a true 
state of the fact, and whether k did appear to 
i hem that there really was such a deficiency m 
the produce of the Civil List Revenues." 

But this waa opposed by sir Robert Walpole, 
and Mr. Scrape who had delivered m these ac- 
counts; and the question being put upon Mr. 
Pulteney's motion, it passed in the negative. 

Then it was moved by the Country Party, 
That this affair might be considered in a fall 
House, and that for that for that purpose all 
leaves of absence might be revoked, and the 
members summoned to attend; which having 
also passed in the negative, the question was 
put upon Mr. Scrope's motion, which was car- 
ried in the affirmative, by 241 voices against 
115. The following is a List of the members 
who voted Pro and Con on this remarkable oc- 
casions 

A List of *he Members, who voted for grant- 
ing 115,000/. for making good the Arrears 
of the Civil List. 



Andrews, Townshend 
Arundel, hon. Rich. 
Ashe, Edward 
Ashburnham, sir Will, 
fiacofi, sir Edmund, 
(of Gilltngham) 



Bacon, Waller* 
Baker, Hercules 
Beauclerck, lord Vera 
Beauclerk, lord Will. 
Berkeley, hon. col. H. 
Birch, John 



ing to dissuade the prosecution of the demand, 
so much as even to offeno' the King. The 
enemies of his administration were not ignorant 
of his resistance, and some of the leading 
Tones maHe secret proposals to the King, that 
if be would discard Walpole, tliey would not 
only obtain the sum required, but add to it 
100,000/. Thus circumstanced, the minister 
reluctantly Complied, and subjected bis charac* 
ttr te,tttch aUeqiijr.'*— Cote's \yalpefe, 
4 



Bishop, Sir Cecil, bt. 
Bladen, col. Martin 
Bladen, Thomas 
Bond, Dennis 
Bradshaigh, sir Roger 
Brereton, Thomas 
Brid^eman, sir Orian. 
Bristow, Robert 
Brittiffe, Robert 
Brodie, Alexander 
Brooksbank, Stamp 
Brudenel, hon. J as. 
Burchet, Josiah 
Burrard, Paul 
Byng, hon. Pattee 
By^ng, hon. Robert 



Eversneld, Charles 
Eyre, Robert 
Fane, Francis 
Fane, hon. John 
Farrington, Thomas 
Finch, lord Daniel 
FincH, hon. Henry 
Finch, hon. William 
Fit2williams, vise 
Forbes, Duncan 
Fortescue, William 
Frauklamr, sir Tho. 
Gage, sir Will. K. B» 
Gage, vise. 
Galway, vise. 
Gibson, Thomas 



Caernarvon, marq. of ^Granville, William 



Campbell, Daniel 
Campbell, sir James 
Campbell, col. James 
Campbell, John 
Campbell, John 
Campbell, Patrick 
Carr, William 
Carey, Walter 
Castfemain, vise. 
Caswal, sir George 
Cavendish, lord Chas. 
Cavendish, lord J as. 
Chetwynd, Walter 
Chappie, William 
Clavering, John 
Clayton, William, 

(Westminster) 
Clayton, William, 

(Bletchingly) 
Clutterbuck, Thomas 
Cockbume, John 
Collyer, hon. capt. C. 
Conduit, John 
Cope, col. John 
Coppleston, Thomas 
Corbet, William - 
Corker, Robert 
Comwallis, hon. John 
Cornwatlis, hon. Step. 
Cotton, sir Robert 
Cracherode, Apthony 
jCrispe, Thomas 
Croft, sir Archer 
Cross, John 
Crowle, George 
Darcy, sir Conyers, 

K.. B. 
Docminrque, Paul 
Doddington, George 
Downing, sir George 
Ducket, William 
Dunbar; Patrick 
Sfcuncombe, Anthony 
Edgecombe, Richard 
Edwards, $amt*el 
Egertnn, col. William 
Erie, Giles 
Erie, W. Rawlmson 
Evans, capt. Richard 
Evelyn) Job* 



of 



Glenorchy, vise. 
Goddard, John 
Gould, John 
Gould, Nathaniel 
Grant, James 
Gregory, George 
Griffith, John 
Grimstone, vise. 
Hales, sir Thomas 
Hales, Thomas 
Hamilton, Alexander 
Hamilton, lord Arch. 
Handasyde, col. Roger 
Harris, John 
Harrison, George 
Partington, marq. 
Heathcote, George 
Hedges, John 
Herbert, Hen. Arthur 
Herbert, hon. Robert 
Herbert, Richard 
Herbert, hon. Tho. 
Heron, Patrick 
Holland, Rogers 
Hope, col. John 
Hope, Thomas 
Hoste, James 
Hotham, sir Charles 
Hoghton, sir Henry 
Howard, hon. col. C. 
Howartb, sir fiumpb. 
Hucks, Robert 
Hughes, Edward 
Huxley, George 
Hynxman, Joseph 
J acorn b, Robert 
Jenison, Ralph 
Jessop, William 
Incheqnm, earl of 
Ingram, hon. Henry 
Kelsall, Henry 
KnatchbnII, sir Edw. 
Kuoilys, Henry 
Lane, sir Richard 
Leaihes, Carteret 
Lewis, Thomas, (of So* 

berton) 
Lewis, Thomas, (Rad- 
nor) 
Iiddell r Georft 
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Uoyd, Philip 
Uoyd, Salisburjr 
Lomax, Caleb 
Xonguevilie, Charles 
Xiowther, hon. Anth. 
Xumley, hon. James 
Xumley, lion. John 
Xyttleton, sir Thomas 
Malpas, lord vise. 
Metcalfe, James 
Methuen, sir Paul, 

K.B. 
Micklethwaite, vise. 
Middletoo, col, John 
Mills, sir Richard 
Monson, George 
Moreton, hon. M. D. 
Morrioe, Humphry 
Morgan, col. Maurice, 
Morgan, Thomas 
Morgan, sir Will. K.B. 
Negus, Francis 
-Nelthorpe, James 
Kicoll, Cbas. Counter 
Norris, sir John 
Norton, Thomas 
Offley, Crew 
Onslow, Arthur 
Onslow, col. Richard 
Oriebar, John 
Oxenden, sir George 
Page, John 
Palmereton, vise. 
Pavsons, Henry 
Pearse, Thomas 
Felfcam, boa. Henry 
Pelham, James 
Pelbam, Thomas 
Peroival, vise. 
Piers, William 
Pitt, col. John 
Plummer, Richard 
Plumtree, John 
Polhill, David 
Powlet, lord Henry 
#e*uet> lord Nassau 
Powlet, Norton 
Powlet, lord William 
Price, Uvedale 
Ramsden, John 



Read, sir Thomas 
Rich, sir Robert 
Robinson, Thomas ' 
Sabine, lieut.-gen. 
Saunders, sir George 
Sayer, Dr. Exton 
Scotf col. James 
Serope, John 
Selwyn, Charles 
Selwyn, John 
Shannon, lord vise. 
Shelly, sir John 
Shepard, Jam.es 
Sloper, William ' 
Smelt, Leonard 
Su Clair, hon. col. 
St. Quintki,M. Chitty 
Strickland, sir Will. 
Stuart, William 
Talbot, Charles 
Thompson, Edward 
Thompson, sir WilU 
Thorn hill, sir James 
Tilson, Christopher 
Towers, Christopher 
Towers* Thomas 
Townshend, hon. Hor. 
Townshend, hon. Tho. 
Townshend, hon. col. 

WiHiam 
Tyrrel, brig. James 
Verney, hon. John 
Vincent, Henry 
Wade, lieut.-gen. 
Wager, sir Chas.K. 6. 
Walpole, sir Rooert 
Waker, Peter 
Westby, Wardel Geo. 
White, Thomas 
Whitworth, Francis 
Williams, Hugh 
Williams, sir Nich> 
Willes, John 
Willis,sir William 
WilTs, sir Chas. K. B. 
Wilton, Daniel 
Winnington, Tho. 
Wyndham, col. Will.. 
Wynne, Thomas 
Yonge, sir W. K. B. 
Yorke, sir Philip. 



Read, col. George 

A Xjst of the Mevbejis,. who voted against 
granting the above Sum of 115,0001. for 
the Civil List. 



Abdy, air Robert 
Aislabie, WiHiam 
AstUy, air John 
Ausjfcen, sir Robert 
Bacon, Tho. Sciatev 
•Banks, John 
"Banks, Jo 



£a#ker, 



imam 



Samara, John 
4tabumt, Peter 
Berkeley, lieu* <*6o. 
Bertie, hon. James 
Vai.VHI. 



Booth, Robert 
Bootle, Thomas 
Boone, Charles 
Bowes, George 
Bowles, WiHiam 
Bramston, Thomas 
Campbell, John,(Fem- 

brokeshire) 
Ohadtoa, St. John 
<^hetwynd,visc. 
Chetwrnd, hon, John 
X3&d r Ifattcis 



Davwl 



Clarke, sir Thomas 
Cocks, James 
Com p ton, hon. Geo. 
CornewaU, Velters 
Cotton, sir J. Hynde 
Curzon, sir Nathaniel 
Drawers, Joseph 
Devereux, hon. Price 
Digby, hon. Edward 
Dutton, sir John 
Ellis, sir Richard 
Elton, air Abraham 
Eyles, air John 
Fenwack, Nicholas 
Finch, hon. John 
Foley, Richard 
Fuller, John 
Furnese, sir Robert 
Furnese, Henry 
Gibbon, Philips 
Gower, hon. Will. L. 
Gower, hon. Baptist L. 
Grant, sir Archibald • 
Grosvenor, air Rich. 
Hanbury, John 
Harvey, Michael 
Hawkins, Philip 
Holmes, Thomas • 
Horner, T. Strangways 
Howe, John 
Jekyll, sir Joseph 
Knight, John 
Lawson, Gilrrid 
Lawson, sir Wilfrid 
Lee, sir Thomas 
Lewen, George 
Limerick, vise. 
Lisle, Edward 
Lister, Richard 
Lowe, Samuel . 
Lowther, James 
Lutwycbe, Thomas 
Manseil, hon. Bussy 
Milner, sir William 
Morpeth, vise. 
Newland, William 
Newton, sir Mich. K.B. 

April 30. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, considered of a Bill for settling the . 
price of Corn and Grain imported, &c. and 
after some debate, the Resolution for granting 
to his Majesty the sum of 115,000 J. on account 
of Arrears due on the Civil List Revenues, 
were made part of tha£ Bill, which afterwards 
passed into an Act. 

First Report of the Select' Comm-htee 
on the State of the Gaols of this King- 
dom.] February 25. TbeCommons appointed 
a Committee 'to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House** 



£10 

Norris, Jd 
Oglethorpf 
Pacey, I' 
Papillon, i 
Parsons, Humphry 
Peitot> Henry 
Perry, Micaj ah 
Peytoe, William 
Philips, Erasmus 
Pitt,,Thoraas 
Pieydell,Ed. MoreAoa 
. Pulteney, Daniel 
Reynell, Richard 
Roberts, Gabriel 
Rushout, sir John 
Sambrook,- John 
Sandys, Samuel 
Saville, sir George 
Saundefsmi, sir Tho. 

Lumley, K. B. \ 
Scawen, Thomas 
Sebright, sir Thomas 
Ship pen, William 
Shirebey, hon. Robert 
Shuttlewortb, Richard 
Stanhope, Charles 
Stanley, sir Edward 
Sutton, sir Robt. K.B. 
Taylor, Joseph 
TreJawney, Edward , 
Tufton, Sackvrlle 
Tyrconnet, vise. 
Vane, wise 
Vane, hon. Henry 
Vernon, cap*. Edw. 
Vyner, Robert 
Walden, lord Henry 
Walter^ Edmund 
Waller, Harry 
Ward, John 
Wardour, William 
Weaver, John 
Worsley, James 
Wortley, Edw. Mont. 
Wyndham, Thomas 
Wyndham, sir W«. 



* " Some public spirited gentlemen, at the 
head of whom were, Mr. afterwards General 
Oglethorpe, had received intimations of the 
cruelties and oppressions practised throuefcaut 

2Z 
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March SO. 'Mr. Oglethorpe,* from the Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into the State of 
the Gaols of this Kingdom, made a Report of 
some progress which the Committee had made 
in their Enquiry into the State of the Fleet 

i — ■ : . , - — 

almost all the Gaols in the kingdom, upon pri- 
soners, and more particularly in his Majesty's 
Prison of the Fleet. Upon this, a Committee, 
of which Mr. Oglethorpe was chairman, was 
appointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols all over the kingdom; and on the 27th 
Feb. repaired to the Fleet Prison, that they 
might examine the prisoners in their own per- 
son;.* One Bambridge acted then as warden 
of the Fleet, and the Committee found sir Wil- 
liam Rich, baronet, by his command, loaded 
with heavy irons, which they ordered to be 
taken off. -But upon their retiring, Bambridge 
understanding that sir William had given eyi- 
v dence to the Committee, which was verjr unfa- 
vourable for himself, he ordered him again into 
irons, for which the House immediately com- 
mitted him to the custody of the serjeant at 
arms. The farther the Committee proceeded 
in their enquiries, the more dismal and, shock- 
ing was the scene of cruelty I barbarity and ex- 
tortion, which they disclosed.. Upon this, 
March the 98th, the House came to an unanim- 
ous resolution) 4 That Thomas Bambridge, the 

* then warden, John Huggins, the late warden, 
' who had acted in the same cruel, oppressive 

* manner, James Barnes, William Pindar, John 
4 Everett and Thomas King, who were accora- 

* plices in the same crimes, be committed close 
1 ' prisoners to Newgate :' and his Majesty at 

the same time>-wBs addressed,, to order his At- 
torney General to prosecute them : a Bill was 
likewise brought in, to disable Bambridge from 
holding the office of Warden ; and another, for 
better regulating the Prison of the Fleet, and 
for more effectual preventing and punishing 
arbitrary and illegal practices of the Warden 
of the said Prison. A Report of the Proceed 
ings of the Committee, relating to the Fleet 
Prison, was likewise ordered to be printed. In 
this Report, the clearest proofs were brought, 
not only of estortion and oppression, but even 
of murders being committed by the Warden 
• and his gaolers ; the particulars of which being 
improper for general history, we shall oniit." 
Tindai.. 

* " One driv'n by strong benevolence of soul, 
* " Shall fly, like Oglethorpe, from pole to pole." 

Pope. 

u Here era lines that will justly confer im 
mortality on a man who well deserved so mag- 
nificent -an eulogium. He was at once a great 
hero aud a great legislator. The vigour of his 
mind and body have seldom been equalled." 
The vivacity of his genius continued to a great 
old age. The variety of his adventures, and 
the very different scenes in which he had been; 
engaged, makes one regret that his Life never 
was written. Dr. Johnson once offered to do 
it, if the. General would furnish the materials. 



Prison, with the Resolutions of the Committee 
thereupon : And he read the Report inr his 
place, and afterwards delivered the same (with 
two Appendixes) in at the clerk's table; where 
the Report was read, and is as folio wet h ; 



FIRST REPORT 

OF THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE 
appointed to enquire into the state op 
the gaols of this kingdom. 
State of the Fleet Pbison. 

The Committee having, in pursuance of the 
Order of this House of the 25th day of Feb., to 
enquire into the State of the Gaols of this 
Kingdom, adjourned to the Fleet, and at several 
times examined into the State of that Prison, 
have made some progress therein, which they 
have thought fit to lay before the House. 

The Committee find, that the Fleet prison is 
an ancient prison, and formerly used for the 
reception of the prisoners committed by the 
Council Table, then called the Court of the 
Star-chamber, which exercised unlimited au« 



Johnson had a great regard for him, for he was 
one of the first persons that highly, in all com- 
panies, praised his " London." His first Cam- 
paign was made under Prince Eugene, against 
the Turks ; and this great general always spoke 
of Oglethorpe in the highest 'terms. Neither 
he nor Eogene loved Marlborough. He once 
told me, (tor I bad the pleasure of knowing bins 
well,) that Eugene, speaking of Marlborough, 
said,* 4 There is a great difference in making 
* war en maitrc, or en avocat/ But his settle- 
ment of the Colony in Georgia, gave a greater 
lustre to his character than even his military 
exploits." Warton. 

" One, of the warmest patrons of Dr. John- 
son's " London," on its first appearance, was 
General Oglethorpe, whose 'strong benevo- 
' lence of soul/ was unabated during the course 
of a very long life ; though it is painful to think, 
that he had but too much reason to become 
cold and callous, and (Jiscontented . with the 
world, from the neglect which he experienced 
of his public and private worth, by those in 
whose power it was to gratify so: gallant a 
veteran with marks Of distinction. This ex- 
traordinary person was as remarkable for his 
learning and taste, as for his other eminent 
qualities ; and no man was more prompt, ac- 
tive and- generous, in encouraging merit. I 
have heard Johnson gratefully acknowledge, in 
his presence, the kind and effectual support, 
which he gave to his " London," though unac- 
quainted with its author. Dr. Johnson urged 
General Oglethorpe to give the world his life. 
Heeaid, 6 1 know no man whose. life would 
< be more interesting. If I were furnished 
** with materials, I should be very glad to write 
' it.' Boawell'sLifeof Dr. Johnson. 
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thority and Inflicted heavier punishments, than 
by any law were warranted. 

And as that assumed authority was found to 
be an intolerable burden to the subject, and 
the means to introduce an arbitrary power and 
government, all jurisdiction, power and autho- 
rity belonging unto or exercised in the same 
court, or by any the judges, officers, or minis- 
ters thereof, were clearly and absolutely dis- 
solved, taken away, and determined, by an Act 
made in the 16th year of the reign of king 
Charles the first. * _ 

And thereby, the Committee apprehend, all 
"pretences of (he Warden of the Fleet to take 
lees from archbishops, bishops, temporal peers, 
baronets and others of lower degree, or to put 
4bem in irons, or exact fees for not doing so, 
mete determined and abolished. 

That after the said Act took place, the Fleet 
prison became a prison for debtors, and for 
contempts of the courts of Chancery, Exche- 
quer and Common Pleas only, and fell under 
the same regulations as other gaols of this king* 
dom. 

That by an Act of the 22nd and 23rd of king 
Charles 2nd, the future government of all pri- 
sons was vested in the lords chief justices, the 
chief baron, or any two of them for the time 
being, and the justices of the peace in London, 
Middlesex and Surrey, and the judges for the 
several circuits, and the justices of the peace 
for the time being in their several precincts ; 
and pursuant thereunto, several Orders and 
Regulations have been made (the last of which 
is hereunto annexed in the Appendix, marked 
letter A) which the present Warden of the 
Fleet hath not regarded or complied with ; but 
hath exercised an unwarrantable and arbitrary 

Sower, not only in extorting exorbitant fees, 
ut in oppressing prisoners for debt, by loading 
them with irons, Worse than if the Star-cham- 
ber was still subsisting, and contrary to the 
Great Charter, the foundation of the liberty of 
the subject, and in defiance and contempt 
thereof, as well as of other good laws of this 
kingdom. 

It appears by a patent of the 3rd year of 
queen F,lizabeth, recited in letters patent, 
bearing date~the-19thr of king Charles 2nd, that 
the Fleet prison was an ancient prison, called, 
Prisona de le Fleet, alias, the queen's gaol of 
the Fleet ; and that certain Constitutions were 
then established by agreement bet ween Richard 
Tyrrell, warden, and the prisoners of the Fleet, 
and a Table of Fees annexed, in which the 
fees to be paid by an archbishop, duke, mar- 
quis, ear), or other lord spiritual or temporal, 
are particularly mentioned, and the fine ascer- 
tained, which they are to pay for the liberty of 
the house and irons ; and that these constitu- 
tions and orders Were confirmed by the said 
letters- patent of king Charles 2nd ; which let- 1 
ters patent grant the office of Warden of the 
Fleet, and of the keeper of the old palace at 
Westminster, the shops in Westminster-hall, 
certain tenements adjoining to the Fleet, and 
tthtr rents and profits belonging to the War- 



den, to sir Jeremy Whichcot and Ins heirs, for 
ever ; and the said sir Jeremy rebuilt the said 
prison at his own expence, as a consideration 
for the grant thereof ; but the said prison, and 
the custody of the prisoners, being a freehold, 
and falling by descent ox purchase, into the 
hands of persons incapable of executing the of- 
fice of Warden, was the occasion of great 
abuses, and frequent complaints to parliament, 
till at length the patent was set aside. 

And a patent for life was granted to Baldwya 
Leighton, esquire, in consideration of his great 
pains and Expences in suing the former paten- 
tees to a forfeiture : and, he soon dying, John 
Huggins, esquire, by giving 5,000/. to tife late 
Lord Clarendon, did, by bis interest, obtain a 
grant of the said office for his own son's 
life. . - 

That, during the time the said Huggins pos- 
sessed the said office of warden of the fleet, 
Thomas Periom, a prisoner in that prison, 
charged with 40,000/. debt (the greatest part 
thereof to the crown) escaped, having the^ liber- 
ty of the rules by permission of the said- Hug- 
gins, for which escape Huggins pretends, he 
hath obtained a Quietus; and since that time, 
Joseph Vains, charged with 10,000/. debt to the 
crown, having like liberty of the rules, also es- 
caped. - 

That Thomas Dumay made several voyages 
to France, uhilsta prisoner in the Fleer, and 
in custody of the said Huggins, and there bought 
wines, some of which were delivered to the said 
Huggins ; and Dumay drew several bills, whilst % 
in France,' to the value of 320/. oh Richard 
Bishop, one of the tipstaffs of the raid prison, 
who. paid 300/. and the said Huggins paid th* 
rest : Thus by the punctual payment of the said 
bills, Dumay acquired a credit in France, and 
drew for a further sum, and then returned to 
England ; and, when the bills came for pay- 
ment, toe said Richard Bishop refused to accept 
them; and the merchants upon Dumay 's re=> 
turn, endeavouring to get the money of him, 
who was the drawer of the bills, found him a 
prisoner in the rules, and had no remedy. 

The said John Huggins owned to the/ com- 
mittee, that so many prisoners had escaped, duA 
ing the time he was warden, that it was impos- 
sible to enumerate them, he having kept no list * 
of the persons so escaped. 

He also owned to the Committee, thai in his 
time Oliver Reed made his escape, when there 
was a, great funeral, and, whilst the doors were 
open, he went off : that afterwards, being re- 
taken, he, the said Huggins, sent him to a spong- 
ing- house, kept by Richard Corbett, one of the 
tipstaffs belonging to the said prison ; where he 
was locked up, ironed and stapled down, by his 
order, though not condemned by any Court^of 
Justice. 

That it appeared to the Committee, that in 
the year 1725, one Mr. Arne, an upholder, was 
carried into a stable, which stood, where the 
strong room on the master's side now is, and 
was there confined (being a place of cold res- 
traint) till be died ; and that he was in good 
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state of health, before he was oonfined to that' 
worn. 

That the said John Hoggin* growing in' years, 
and witting to retire from business, and his son 
not caring to take upon him so troablesome an 
office, he bath for several years been engaged 
in continual negotiations about the dispo- 
sal of the said office: and in August last con- 
cluded a final treaty with Thomas Bambridge 
and Dougat Cuthbert* esquires, and for 5,000/. 
to be paid goto hitB, obliged himself to surren- 
der the said patent for his and bis son's life, and 
procure a new patent for the said Bambridge 
mnd Cuthbert ; which the said Huggins did ac- 
cordingly obtain : and Cuthbert paid in money . 
or gave good Security fo pay, 2,500/. for one 
moiety of the said office of warden, and Bam- 
bridge gave land, and other security, which the 
said Huggins was then content with, for 9,500/. 
being for the ether moiety of the said office. 

That, upon inspection and examination on 
the common side of the. prison, in the three 
wards, called the upper chapel, the lower char 
oel> and Julius Caesar's, ninety-three persons 
were confined, who are obliged to lie on the 
floor, if they cannot furnish themselves with 
bedding, or pay Is. per week to such prisoner, 
at is so provided. 

That the Lyons Den, and Womens Ward, 
"which contain about eighteen persons, are very 
noisome, and in very Si repair. 

That there are several rooms in the chapel 
stairs, for each of which 5/. a year is now paid, 
but did formerly belong to the common side, 
' and for which nothing was paid, until charged by 
Mrr Huggins at Si. a year each; and on this floor 
there are several persons, who are uncertain, 
what chamber rent they shall be obliged to pay, 
and are at the mercy of the warden. 

That in some rooms persons, who are sick 
of different distempers, arc obliged to lie toge- 
ther, or on the' floor : one, in particular, had the 
small pox, and two women were ordered to lie 
with her ; and they pay 2%. lQd. per week each 
tor such lodging. 

That in all the rooms (except-very few') the 
furniture is provided by the prisoners, and those, 
which are furnished by the warden, are extreme* 
ly bad. • ■ 

That there was » regulation by the Judges 
in Trinity Terto, 1»»7, by which the warden 
ought to furnish all the rooms, and hi such case 
the prisoners to pay 2s. Qd. per week for each 
foom, so furnished ; but now there are several 
rooms, in each of which there are two, three, 
1 and four, beds, and in each bed two, and some- 
times three* persons, who pay 2s. XOd. each per 
week for such lodging. 

That the walls, which secure the prison, are 
45 foot high, with pallisadoes on the top, and 
in good repair ; and no seeming possibility for 
any prisoner to escape. 

That at the end'of the place called the Bare, 
ft wntehhouse was built -about a year since, 
wherein Are kept several muskets and bayonets, 
Its are hketf ise, several others in a room front- 
teg Fleet Ditch; whereas formerly only pikes 
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and balberts wens kept in thai part of the 
prison, which is called the lodge. 

That several men called Watchmen* and un- 
der the pay of Mr. Bambridge* belong to the 
prison, one of which Bambridge ordered to fire 
upon Captain Mackpheadris, upon the dispute 
which happened between thcmj but the watch- 
man fearing the consequence, refused to obey 
nim. 

That the windows of the prison are in very 
bad repair; to the great prejudice of the health 
of the prisoners, though by a late order of the 
judges, they ought to have been kept in good 
repair by the warden^ 

That there are three houses adjoining, and 
belonging to, the prison, which are kept as 
spungmg- houses by tenants to Mr. Bambridge, 
as warden ; in one of which, kept by Corbett, 
26 prisoners are confined. 

That many or these prisoners pay $*. a day 
for the use of a room in this house, and for firing 
If. and the other prisoners Is. a night for a 
bed j but, notwithstanding such payments, they 
are obliged to lie two or more in the same bed : 
the sums, paid by these twenty-six prisoners 
(two at 2s. per day, and twenty-four at Is. for 
the use of the lodgings only, being in the whole 
\L 8s.) amount yearly to 511/. besides the mo* 
ney paid for firing, at Is. a day, by such, as 
have any, and Is. a day for their board. 

Some of these prisoners, not being able to 
pay the Is. a day for eating, procured neces- 
saries to dress their own meat ; but Corbett, 
the tipstaff, would not suffer them so to do, 
and they are under the necessity of being sup* 
plied by their friends or starve. 

That lieutenant Jenkin Leyson (now a pri- 
soner with Corbett) paid the following fees, 
upon his being taken into custody, for on* 
action; vrz. 

£. a. sf. 

To tlje Judge's Clerk • - - 12* 
To the Filazer - - - 0 4 0 

To the Warden of the Fleet * - 2 6 8 
To Corbett, the Tipstaff - - 0 10 d 
To do. for being taken into Custody 1 10 0 
To the Turnkeys *- i * - - 0 % 6 

Total - - - - 5 16 4 



It also appeared, upon the examination of 
several other prisoners, that they paid the like 
fees for every single caption ; and, 

That every prisoner, removed by Habeas 
Corpus from one place to another, pays to the 
tipstaff 4s* 2d. every one brought oat of the 
country by Habeas Corona, and committed in 
court for want of bail, pays 13s. 4d. and every 
prisoner, carried to Westminster Hall by 
Habeas Corpus, in order to be charged in exe- 
cution, pays 10s. 

That every prisoner pays, at his entrance 
into the bouse of the tipstaff^ e*. towards a 
bowl of punch. 

That Thomas Hogg, who had been n prisoner 
in the fleet prison, and was then discharged few 
order of court, about eight months arWanda 
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discbarge, t passing by the door of that prison, 
stopped, to give charity to the prisoners at the 
grate, aid being seen by James Barnes (one of 
the said Bainbridge's agents, and accomplices) 
the said Barnes seised, and forced him into 
Corbett's sponging- twuse, where he hath been 
detained ever since (now upwards of nine 
months) without any cause, or legal authority, 
whatsoever. 

That Corbett, being examined touching the 
discharge of his prisoners, owned, he never 
made any regular entry ; and that all the 
original discbarges of prisoners, committed to 
his custody since Mr. GuybpnV time, > were not 
received by him from the- warden, but left with 
the turnkey, from whom he only received 
verbal directions. 

The Committee could not get from Mr. Barn- 
bridge, or his officers, any List of such prison- 
ers, as have the liberty of the rules and pre- 
cincts of the Fleet prison ; but tbe Committee 
obtained, by another hand, a List of 382 per- 
sons, with an account of what each person 
hath paid to the warden for such liberty, and 
the annual gifts every Christmas, amounting 
to near 2,828/. 17s. 4*d. And it appeared to the 
Committee, that the prisoners for the greatest 
debts have not signed the book : That the gra- 
tuity to the warden, for the liberty of the rules, 
is exacted in proportion to the greatness of the 
debt, and, if all paid, that accouut would be 
three times the before-mentioned sum : These 
sums, so paid, appear to be very extraordinary 
exactions from the prisoners, and are the more 
unreasonable, because all prisoners, who have 
the liberty of the rules, enier into bonds, in 
very great penalties, with sufficient sureties, for 
not escaping, the least of which penalties are 
always double the sums they stand com- 
mitted for. 

Mr. Cotton, clerk of the papers, upon his 
examination concerning the money, taken by 
him for day rules, granted to prisoners, con- 
fessed, that every prisoner, who has the liberty 
to go. abroad in term time, pays 5*. 6'd. for each 
day, and for the the first and last days of the 
term 6*. which, be said, is divided in the fol- 
lowing manner; vis. 



To the Four Judges 3d. each 
To the Secondary - - . - 
To the Warden - - - 
To the Clerk of the Papers - 



More to the Clerk of the Papers the! 
first and last day of the term - J 



Total 



5 6 

0 6 



6 0 



And that in about two years time one gen- 
tleman paid 30/. for obtaining day rules. 

That an act having passed in the sixth year 
of the late king, for tbe relief of insolvent 
debtors, Mr. Fytcbe did thereupon declare, io 
the name, of the said Mr. Buggies (who had de- 
tested him so to do) that, unless every prisms** 



within the rules would give him two guinea!, 
they should not be listed, in order to be dis- 
charged, in pursuance of that act ; for that he, 
the said Hugging, would . refuse to swear them 
his prisoner*, as that act required, and would 
not suffer his deputy to do it ; but a list was , 
delivered of about 20 prisoners, then io the 
rules, who were discharged, having given two 
guineas each to [luggins, for inserting them in 
the List, ami for swearing them to be his pri* 
toners ; and 300 prisoners were carried up to 
Guildhall, in order to their discharge, but some 
were refused to be listed, and lost the. benefit 
of the act, because they had not money enough 
to pay fur being put into the List. 

That Mr. Huggins, being examined touching 
an instrument, signed by him in November, 
1724, appointing Richard Corbett one of the 
five tipstaffs of, or belonging to, tbe Fleet pri- 
son, acknowledged, that he had no power, by 
virtue of any patent from the crown, to con- 
stitute such tipstaff ; but that, when he came 
to his office, he found, that such an officer had 
been so constituted, and he took that for a pre* 
cedent to do the same. 

That there are five Commitment, books, 
wherein the names of all prisonei^comtnitted 
to the Fleet prison, are, or ought to be, entered a 
The commencement of the date of the first 
first book is the96th of March, 1708, and the 
last tbe 6th of May, 1738, to this time. 

There is one Book, wherein the names are 
inserted of those prisoners, who are removed 
to the Fleet by Habeas Corpus, beginning in 
Michaelmas Term, 1727 ? to this time. 

There is one Declaration Book,, wherein the, 
names of those creditors are inserted, who de- 
clare against their debtors, beginning the 23d 
of January, 1728, to this time. 

There is one Lodge Book, wherein tbe 
prisoners, names are entered, when thej 
come into the prison, beginning November, 
1728. 

There is one Security Bond book,witbottt 
date. 

That lie, the said Mr. Huggins, ou Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
of March, 1728 (since the Committee was ap- 
( pointed) did exonerate, or discharge out of the 
Commitment Books, 119 persons, fci several 
sums, amounting to about 17,099/. 6s. 7d. 

He owned, that he has in his custody 52 dis- 
charges more, which ought to have been long 
since discharged, and amount to very great 
sums of money. 

That by the dates in the List, which Mr. 
Heggins delivered to the Committee, of 119 
persons, so discharged, ami the 52 to be die- 
charged, it appeared, that many of them ought 
to have been discharged in the years 1118, 
1719, 1720, and so on te this time* 

That there are two escape warrants, one ef 
which the judge grants, tbe other the warden g 
that which the judge greats carries the prisoaer 
te Newgate, there te remain during h f*y unless 
the debt be paid ; and that, which the watdea 
grants, is oa soose mloMnatioa> 01 
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that the prisoner is out of the rules, aad §o re- 
mands him ( to the prison. 

One ill use, which it made of keeping the 
prisoners so long on the Commitment Book, is, 
that the warden may, at his pleasure, issue his 
escape warrant against any such person, con- 
tinued on the Commitment Book, and carry 
him to the spunging-house, or to the prison, 
and there detain him, until be squeezes from 
him all the money, that can possibly be got. 

Another ill use, and inconveniency, is, that 
persons, who have been seven years, or more, 
out of the rules, or out of the prison (their 
names remaining in the Commitment Book) re- 
turn, after having contracted new debts, and so 
become prisoners again fraudulently* to obtain 
the benefit of the usual aots for relief of in- 
solvent debtors. 

That the date of the Habeas Corpus book 
beiog but in Michaelmas Term 1727, the date 
of the declaration book the 23rd of January, 
1728, and the date of the lodge book Novem- 
ber, in 1728, the Committee conceive, from 
such late dates, that there must be a conceal- 
ment of former books of that kind, or that they 
are destroyed ; either of whjch must tend to 
the great prejudice of the prisoners, and the 
creditors, and to the suppressing the truth in 
this enquiry. 

That, since the said Thomas Bambridge has 
acted as warden, the books, belonging to the 
office of the warden, have been very negligent- 
ly kept, and the. discharges not duly entered, 
to the great prejudice of many of his Majesty's 
subjects ; and he hath not regularly taken 
charge of the prisoners, committed to his care 
by his patent, and bath not, as he himself con- 
fessetb,-ever had auy authentic list of the pri- 
soners in the rules delivered him ; so he cannot 
have executed the trust, of keeping his priso- 
ners in safe custody when he did not know, 
who, or where, they were. 

The Committee find, that the said Thomas 
Bambridge, who for some years acted as depu- 
ty-warden of the Fleet, and is now actually 
warden of that prison, -Bath himself been aid- 
ing and assisting in an escape; that he caused 
a private door to be made through toe walls of 
the prison, out of the yard, where the dogs are, 
the key of which door was kept hjr himself; 
and he with bis own hands opened the door, 
and let out Boyce, the smuggler, charged, at the 
King's suit with upwards of 30,000/. and was 
afterwards seen at Islington, and bath been se- 
veral times let out of the prison, by Bartbridge. 

That William Kjlberry was allowed by Bam- 
bridge to go out of the prison, and the rules 
thereof, though charged at theauit of the crown 
with the sum of 5,820/. , 

That William Booth, charged with 5,820/. 
at the suit of the Crown, though committed 
close prisoner, was also suffered to go out of the 
prison, and the rules thereof. 

That William Talure, committed by the 
Court of. Common; Pleas for 740/. upon mesne 
process, and charged with forgery, hath been 
suffered to go out of the Fleet prison to Wem, 



in the countv of Salop, where, the Committee 
are informed, he still remains. 

That the said James Barnes (though a pri- 
soner, in the Fleet prison upon execution*) hath 
been permitted, during this enquiry, to come 
from thence to Westminster, to the said Bam- 
bridge, when in custody of the messenger to 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this House. 

The Committee find, that the said Bam- - 
bridge hath, by himself^and bis agents, often 
refused to admit prisoners into the prison, 
though committed by due course of law ; and, 
in order to extort money from them, hath often, 
contrary* to an act, of the 22nd and 23rd of 
king Charles 2, without their free and volun- 
tary consent, caused them to be carried away 
.from the prison gate unto a public victualling 
or drinking house, commonly called a spunging 
house, belonging to him the said Bambridge, as 
warden, and rented of him by Corbett, bis tip- 
staff, and hath there kept them at exorbitant 
charges, and forced^ them to call for more li- 
quor, than they were inclined to, and to spend 
more, than they were able to afford, to the 
defrauding their creditors, and the distressing 
of their families, whose substance they are com- 
pelled there to consume; and, for the more 
effectual making them stretch their poor re-' 
mains of credit, and to squeeze out of them the 
charity of their friends, each prisoner is better 
or worse treated, according to his expencea, 
some being allowed a handsome room and bed 
to themselves, some stowed in garrets, three in 
one bed, and some put in irons. 

That these houses were* further used by the 
said Bambridge as a terror for extorting money 
from the prisoners, whp, on security given, have 
tlte liberty of the rules : of which Mr. Robert 
Castell was an unhappy instance ; a man born 
to a competent estate : but being unfortunately 
plunged in debt, was thrown into prison : he 
was first 6ent (according to custom) to Cor- 
bet t's ; from whence he, by presents to Bam- 
bridge, redeemed himself, and, giving security, . 
obtained the liberty of the rules ; notwithstand- 
ing which, he had frequently presents (as they 
are called) exacted from him .by Bambridge, 1 
and was menaced, on refusal, to be sent back 
to Corbet t's again. 

The said Bambridge having thus unlawfully 
extorted large sums of money from him in a 
very short time, Castell grew weary of being 
made such a wretched property, and resolving 
not to injure farther his family or bis creditors, 
for the sake of so small a liberty, he refused to 
submit to further exactions; upon which the 
said Bambridge ordered -him to be re-com- 
mitted to Corbett's where the small pox then 
raged, though Castell- acquainted him with his 
not having had that distemper, and that he 
dreaded it so much, that the putting him into a 
house, where it was, would occasion his death, 
which, if it happened, before he could settle 
his affairs, would be a great prejudice to his 
creditors, and would expose his family to 
destruction; and therefore he earnestly desired, 
that he might either be sent to another' house, 
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or even into the gaol itself, as a favour : the 
melancholy case of this poor gentleman moved 
the very agents of the said Bambridge to com- 
passion^so that they also used their utmost 
endeavours to dissuade him from sending this 
unhappy prisoner to that infected house ; but 
Bambridge forced him thither, where he (as he 
feared he should) caught the small pox, and in 
a few days died thereof, justly charging the 
said BamhTidge with his death, and unhappily 
leaving all his affairs in the greatest confusion, 
and a numerous family of small children in the 
utmost distress. 

, It appeared to the' Committee, that the 
letting out of the Fleet tenements to victuallers, 
for the reception of prisoners, hath been but 
of late practised ; and that the first of them, 
let for this purpose, was to Maty Whitwood, 
who still continues tenant of the same; and 
that her rent has, from 32/. per annum, been 
increased to 60/. and a certain number of 
prisoners stipulated to be made a prey of, to 
enable her to pay so great a rent; and. that she, 
to procure the benefit of having such a number 
of prisoners sent to her house, hath, over and 
above the increased rent', been obliged to make 
s present to the said Bambridge of 40 guineas,^ 
as also of a toy (as it is called) being the model 
of a Chinese ship, made of amber, set in silver, 
for which fourscore broad pieces had been of- 
fered her. 

This is the first method of extorting money 
from the unhappy prisoners ; and, when they 
can no longer bear the misery and expence of 
a spunging-house, before they can obtain the 
privilege of being admitted into the prison, 
they are obliged to comply with such ex- 
orbitant fees, as the said Bambridge thinks fit 
to demand; which if they do not, they are sure, 
under various pretences, of being turned down 
to the common side, if not put in irons, and 
dungeons ; and this has been done to those, 
who were willing, and offered to pay the fees, 
established by the regulation, made by the 
judges of the Common Pleas in Trinity term, 
1727, which ought to have been huug up in 
same public place in the prison, to which the 
prisoners might have free access, but ' was 
secreted by the said James Barnes, pursuant 
to the 'orders of the said Bambridge; which 
Table of Fees*eems to be unreasonable, be- 
cause it obliges men, who are committed for 
not being abje to pay their debts, to pay 
such sums of money, as their circumstances 
redder them altogether unable to comply 
with. 

And this Table of Fees was fraudulently ob- 
tained by- the said Bambridge ; for it appeared 
to the Committee, that, upon complaint of the 
prisoners of the Fleet to the court ot 4 Common 
Pleas, the order, made by lord chief justice 
Herbert, establishing the fees of that gaol, was 
ordered to be read : which order was founded 
upon institutions made in tbe year 1651, in 
which was a Table of Fees; two items where- 
of being taken away, tbe resv remained, as foi- 
towi ; 

I J 



To the Warden, for the Liberty of his^f*. s. <f.. 

House and Irons - - - 1 6 8 
For the Dismission Fee - - - 0 7 4 
To the Clerk r for making the Obliga- 
tion - - - - - - 0 2 4 

For entering the Name, and Cause -0.0 4 
To the Chamberlain - T - 0 1 o 
To the Gaoler - - , - . - 0 1 0 
To the Porter - - . - . o 10 
To a Gallon of Wine - - 0 2 8 

And a Fee, added by Order of Court, 

to the Chaplain - - . -050 

Total - - "- • -244 

And the said Bambridge read the said order, 
and, instead of reading the particular items, he 
read only the said sum total of 2/. 4s. 4d. and 
thereby he induced the judges to believe, 
that the said sum was the fee due to the War- 
den ;■ and accordingly they brdered that 2/..4s. 
4d. to be paid, as due to the Warden for a 
commitment fee, and ordered the other fees, 
due to the Chamberlain, Gaoler, andvnhers, to 
be paid, over and above the said 2/. 45. 4d. 
and the same have been ever since taken, be* 
sides the 7s. 4d. to the Warden, upon the pri- 
soner's discharge, notwithstanding they are all 
included in tbe 2/. 4s. 4d. 

The said Judges of the Common Pleas seem- 
ing to be of opinion, that every action, to which 
a prisoner was rendered in discharge of his 
bail, was a separate commitment, and that 
there was a separate commitment fee due upon 
each action, the said Bambridge has thereupon 
received six or seven times .2/. 4s. 4d. of a 
•single person, as his bare commitment fees ; 
whereby the prisoner has paid Bix times for the 
liberty of the house and irons, six dismission 
fees, for six obligations (though none given) six 
fees to the Chamberlain, Porter, Gaoler, &c. 
and mx gallons of wine ; and the prisoner pays 
the Chamberlain, Gaoler, &c. for his discharge 
besides. . 

The said Bambridge likewise takes a fee of 
3/. 6s. 8rf. from every prisoner, committed by 
the ExcheOjUer, or Chancery; whereas there is 
no such fee due, nor any distinction in the 
table of fees between the commitment of one 
court, or another. 

And for a more particular Account of the 
Fees, Chamber Rent,, and Dues to the Chap- 
lain, the Committee refer to the annexed Ap- 
pendix, marked with the Letter B. . 

And, notwithstanding the payment of such 
large fees, in order to extort further sums from 
the unfortunate prisoners, the said Bambridge 
unjustly pretends, he has a right, as Warden, 
to exercise an unlimited power of changing 
prisoners from room to room, of turning them 
into the common side, though they have paid 
the master's side fee, and inflicting arbitrary 
punishments, by locking them down in un- 
wholesome dungeons, and loading them with 
torturing irons ; some instances of which fol- 
low ; viz. 

Jacab Mendes Solas, a Portuguese, was, as 
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ar as A appeared to the Committee; one of 
the first prisoners for de'bt, that ever was loaded 
with irons at the Fleet. "The said Bambridge 
one day called hiin into the gate-house of the 
prison, called The Lodge; where he caused 
him to be seized, fettered, and carried to Cor- 
bett's, the Spungiog- house, and there kept for 
upwards, of a week; and, when brought back 
into the prison, Bam bridge caused him to be 
lurried into the. Dungeon, called The Strong 
Room of the master's side. 

This place is a vault, like those in which the 
dead are interred, and wherein the bodies of 
persons, dying in the said prison, are usually 
deposited, till the coroner's inquest hath passed 
upon them ; It has no chimney, uor fire-place, 
nor any light, but what comes over the door, 
or through a bole of about eight inches square: 
It is neither paved nor boarded ; and the rough 
bricks appear both on the sides and top, being 
neither wainscoted nor plaistered: What adds 
to the dampness and stench of the place, is, its 
being built over the common shore, and ad- 
joining to the sink aud dunghill, where ail the 
nastiuess of the prison is cast. In this mise- 
rable place the poor wretch was kept by the 
said fiambridge manacled and shackled for 
near twet mouths. At length, on receiving five 
guineas from Mr. Kemp, a friend of Solas'*, 
Bamfyidge released the prisoner from his cruel 
confinement; but, though his chains were 
taken off» bis terror still remained ; and the 
unhappy man was prevailed upon, by that 
terror, not only to labour gratis for the said 
Barabridge, but ^o swear afeo, at random, all 
that he hath required of him : and the Com- 
mittee themselves saw an instance of the deep 
impression bis sufferings had. made upon him ; 
for, on his surmising, from something said, tbat 
Bambridge was to return again as Warden of 
the Fleet, be fainted, and the blood started out 
of his mouth and nose. 

Captain John Mackpheadris, who was bred 
a merchaat, is another melancholy instance of 
the cruel use, the said Bambridge hath made of 
his assumed authority. Mackpheadris was a 
considerable trader, and in a very flourishing 
condition, until the year 1780, when, being 
bound for large sums to the crown for a person, 
afterwards ruined by the misfortunes of that 
year, he was undone. In June 1727, he was 
prisoner in the Boat; and, although he had 
before paid' his commitment fee, the like fee 
was extorted from him a second time; and be 
having famished a room, Bambridge demanded 
an extravagant price for it, which he refiiaed 
to pay ; estd urged, that it was unlawful for the 
Warden $o demand extravagant rents, and 
oJ&fed to >pay what was legally due: notwith- 
standing which, the said Bambridge, assisted 
fey *be said James Barnes, a*d other acoow- 
f&oes, brake open his noom, and took away 
jevernl things of great wafcte, amongst others, 
the Ring's extent in aid of the prisoner (which 
was to <have been jetoroed in a few 4ajrs, ia 
order to procure the debt to the crown, and 
Ac $ri*o*et?» wtrnqmufy which Jtanhridge 
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still detains : Not content with this, Bambridge 
locked the prisoner out of his room, and .forced 
him to lie in the open yard, called the Bare. 
He sat quietly under his wrongs, and, getting 
some poor materials, built a little bur, td pro- 
tect himself, as well as he could, from the in- 
juries of the weather. The said Bambridge, 
seeing bis unconcernedness, said, " Damn him, 
" he is easy ! I will put him into the Strong 
" Room before to-morrow ; n and ordered 
Barnes to pull down his little hut? which was 
done accordingly. The poor prisoner, being in 
an ill state of health, and the night rainy, was 
put to great distress. Some time after this he 
was, about eleven a clock at night, assaulted 
by Bambridge, with several other persons, his 
accomplices, in a violent manner ; and Bam- 
bridge, though the prisoner was unarmed, ax- 
tacked him with his sword, but by good fortune 
was prevented from killing him ; aud several 
other prisoners coming out, upon the noise, 
they carried Mackpheadris, for safety, into 
another gentleman's room. Soon after which, 
Bambridge,, coming with one Savage, and seve* 
ral others, broke open the door ; and Bam- 
bridge strove with his sword to kill the pri- 
soner ; but he again got away, and hid himself 
in another room. Next morning the said Bam- 
bridge entered the prison with a detachment of 
soldiers, and ordered the prisoner to be dragged 
to the lodge, and ironed with great irons t on 
which he desiring to know, for what cause, and 
by what authority, tie was to be so cruelly 
used, Bambridge replied, It was by bis own 
authority ; and, damn him, he would do it, and 
have bis life ! The prisoner desired, he might 
be carried before a magistrate, that be might 
know his crime, before be was punished ; but' 
Bambridge refused £ and put irons upon his 
legs, which were top little, so that, in forcing 
them oh, his legs ' were like to have been 
broken, and the torture was impossible to be 
endured : upon which the prisoner complain- 
ing of the grievous pain, and serai tness of the 
Irons, Bambridge answered, that be did it on 
purpose to torture him : on which the prisoner 
replying, that by the law of England no man 
ought to be tortured ; Bambridge declared) 
that he would do it first, and answer for 7 it 
afterwards; and caused him to be dragged 
away to the dungeon; where he lay without a 
bed, loaded with irons, so close rivited, that 
they kept him ia continual torture, and mor- 
tified his legs. After long application bis 
iron* were changed, and a surgeon directed to 
dress his legs ; but his lameness is not, nor 
ever can be, cured. He was kept in this mise- 
rable condition for three weeks, by which 
his sight is greatly prejudiced, and in danger of 
being lost. 

The prisoner, upon this usage, petitioned the 
judges ; and, after several meetings, and a foQ 
hearing, the judges reprimanded Mr. Hoggins 
and Bambridge, and declared, that a gaoler 
coold net answer the ironing of a man, before 
he was found guilty of a crjme : hut; it being 
out of term, they could not give the prisoner 
any relief or satisfaction. 
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Notwithstanding this opinion of the Judges, 
the said Bambridge continued to keep the pri- 
soner ia irona,.till he had paid him six guineas; 
andy to prevent the prisoner's recovering 
damages for the cruel treatment of him, Bam- 
bridge indicted him, and his principal witnesses, 
at the Old Bailey, before they knew any thing 
of the matter ; and, to support that indictment, 
-be had recourse to subornation, and turned 
two of his servants out of places, which they 
had boQght, because they would not swear 
falsely, that the prisoner • had struck the said 
Bambridge; Which words he had inserted in 
affidavits, ready prepared for signing,and which 
they knew to be false. As soon as they were 
apprised of it, they applied to the lord mayor, 
who ordered the grand jury down to the Fleet ; 
where they found that Bambridge was the ag- 
gressor ; hut the bill against the prisoners being 
already found, the secoud enquiry was too late. 

The prisoners, being no longer able to bear 
ihe charges of prosecution, which had already 
cost 100/. and being softened by promises, and 
terrified by threats, submitted to plead guilty, 
on a solemn assurance, and agreement, made 
with Bambridge before witnesses, of having but 
one shilling fine laid upon them ; but, so soon 
as they had pleaded guilty, Bambridge took ad- 
vantage of it, and has continued harrassing 
them, and their securities, ever since. 
. The desire of gain urged the said Bambridge 
to the preceding instances of cruelty ; but a 
more diabolical passion, that of malice, ani- 
mated him to oppress Captain David Sinclair 
in the following manner : 

At the latter end of June, or beginning of 
July, last, the said Bambridge declared to the. 
said James Barnes, one of the agents of his 
cruelties, that he would have Sinclair's blood ; 
and he took the opportunity of the first festival 
day, which was on the first of August follow- 
ing, when, he thought, captain Sinclair might, 
by celebrating the memory of the late King, be 
warmed with liquor so far, as to give him some 
excuse for the cruelties, which he intended to 
inflict upon him : but ju some measure he was 
disappointed ; for captain Sinclair was perfectly 
sober, when the said Bambridge rushed into his 
room, with a dark lanthorn in his hand, assisted 
by his accomplices James Barnes and William 
Finder, and supported by his usual guard, 
armed with muskets arid bayonets, and, with- 
out any provocation given, run his lanthorn 
into captain Sinclair's face, seized him by the 
collar, and told him, he must come along with 
him. Captain Sinclair, though surprised, asked, 
for what, and by what authority, he so treated 
him upon which Barnes, and the rest, seized 
captain Sinclair ; who still desiring to know, by' 
what authority they so abused him, Bambridge 
grossly insulted him, and struck him with his 
cane on the bead and shoulders, whilst he was 
held fast by Pindar and Barnes. Such base 
and scandalous usage of this gentleman, who 
had' in the late wars always signalised himself 
with the greatest courage, gallantry, and ho- 
nour, irufee service of )m country, upon many 
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the most brave and desperate occasions, must 
be most shocking and intolerable : yet captain 
Sinclair bore it with patience, refusing only to 
go out of his room, unless he was forced : where- 
upon the said Bambridge threatened to run his 
cane down his throat, and ordered his guard to 
stab him with their bayonets, or drag him 
down to the said dungeon, called The Strong 
Room ^ the latter of which they did ; and Bam- 
bridge kept him confined in that damp and 
loathsonie place, till he had lost the use, of his 
limbs, and memory, neither, of which has he* 
perfectly recovered to this day. . Many aggra- 
vating cruelties were used, to make his confine- 
ment more terrible; and, when Bambridge 
found, he was in danger of immediate death, 
he removed him, for fear of his dying in' duress, 
and caused him to be carried, in a dying con- 
dition, from that dungeon to a room, where 
there was no bed, or furniture; and so unmer- 
cifully prevented his friends having any access 
to him, that he was four days without the least 
sustenance. 

It appeared to the Committee, by the evi- 
dence of a surgeon, and others, who were pri- 
soners in the house, that, when captain Sinclair 
was forced into that loathsome dungeon, he was 
in perfect health. 

Captain Sinclair applied for remedy at law 
against the said cruelties of Bambridge,, a*nd had 
procured a Habeas Corpus, for his witnesses to 
be brought before the sessions of Oyer and 
Terminer; when the said Bambridge; by 
colourof his assumed authority as warden, took 
the said writs of Habeas Corpus from the 
officer, whose duty it was to make a return vof 
them, and commanded him to keep out of the 
way, whilst he himself went to the Old Bailey, 
and immediately indicted captain Sinclair, and 
such of bis witnesses, as, he knew, be could 
not deter by threats, or prevail with Jby pro- 
mises, to go from the truth. 

Captain Sinclair had temper enough to' bear 
patiently almost insupportable injuries, and to 
reserve himself for a proper occasion, when 
justice should be done him by the laws of the 
realm. 

But the said Bambridge has forced others, 
by wrongs and injuries beyond human hearing, 
to endeavour the avenging injuries and oppres- 
sions, which they could no longer endure. 

And it appeared to the Committee, that the 
said Bambridge, in order to avoid the punish- 
ment due to these crimes, hath committed 
greater; and hath not only denied admittance 
to the solicitors, who might procure justice to 
the injured prisoners, and in open defiance to 
the law, disobeyed the King's writs, but hath 
also seduced some, by indulging them in riot, 
and terrified others with fear of duress, to swear 
to, and subscribe, such false affidavits as he 
thought fit to prepare for them on several oc- 
casions; iu all which wrongs' and oppressions 
John Everett also acted as one of the said Barn- 
bridge's wicked accomplices. 

That the said Bambridge, being asked by tbe , 
Committee, by what authority, he pretended to 
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pat prisoners into dungeons, and irons J answer- ' 
ed, that he did it by his own authority, as war- 
den, to preserve the quiet and safety of the cus- 
tody of the prison. 

But it appeared to the Committ#e, by the 
examinations of many witnesses, that before the 
time, when Gybbon and the said Bam bridge 
acted as deputy-wardens under Mr. Huggina, 
the quiet and safety of the custody were very 
well preserved, without any use of irons, or 
dungeons : 

That the two dungeons, called, the Strong 
Boom on the master side, and the Strong 
Room on the common side, were both built 
within these few years; and that the old me- 
thod of punishing drunken and disorderly per- 
sons was, putting them in the stocks ; and the 
punishment of those, who had escaped, or at- 
tempted N to escape, was putting them upon a 
tub at the gate of the prison, by way of public 
shame, or securing them, without irons, in their 
proper rooms for some days. 

And, that the said dungeons were built in 
defiance of, and contrary to, the declaration of 
the lord King, when Lord Chief Justice of the 
common pleas; who, upon an application made 
to him on behalf of the prisoners of the Fleet, 
when Mr. Hoggins and Gybbon urged, that 
there was dauger of prisoners escapiog, de- 
clared, that they mfght raise their.walls higher, 
but that there should be no prison within a 
prison. 

That, upon the strictest enquiry, the Com- 
mittee could not find, that any prisoners in the 
Fleet for debt had been put in irons, before 
the said Mr. Huggins had the office of Warden. 

That it is not the only design of the said 
Thomas Bambridge to extort money from his 
prisoners, if they survive his inhuman treat- 
ment, but he seems to have a further view, in 
case it causes death, of possessing himself of 
their effects ; one remarkable proof of which 
the Committee think proper here to insert; 
viz. 

Mr. John Holder, a Spanish merchant, was 
a prisoner in the Fleet, and had a room, which 
he fitted up with his own furniture, and had ' 
with him all his books, accounts, and writings, 
and other effects, to the value of about 30,000/. 
which he declared by affidavit upon the follow- 
ing occasion: 

The said Thomas Bambridge by force turned 
the said Mr. Holder over to the common side, 
and took possession of his room, in which all 
his effects were. 

Mr. Holder remonstrated strongly against 
this usage, and Bambridge refusing to restore 
him to his room, or possession of his effects, 
he made a proper affidavit, in order' to apply 
to the judges for relief;, and declared, that he 
feared, his effects might be embezzled, whilst 
he was thus unjustly forced from them, and 
that he feared, Bambririge's cruel treatment of 
him would be the cause of his death. The 
miseries of the common side, which be dread- 
ed, had such an effect upon him (being a man 
•f an advanced age, and accustomed to lhre in 



II. \129.~Rcport on the State ' [iU 

ease and plenty) that it threw htm into such a 
fit of sickness, as made his life despaired of; 
and in bis illness be often declared, that the 
villain Bambridge would be the occasion of his 
death : which proved true ; for Bambridge 
finding Mr. Holder like to die in the duress, 
which he had put him into (for his own sake, ' 
to avoid the punishment, inflicted by law upon 
gaolers, who so inhumanly destroy their pri- 
soners) permitted him to be carried back to his 
room, where in a few days he died of the said 
sickness, contracted by the said forcible re- 
moval of him to the common side by Bambridge, 
as aforesaid. 

Mr. Holder by bis last will appointed major 
Wilson and Mr. John Pigott trustees for his 
son, a youth of about 13 years of age, who 
had accompanied him in the time of his confine- 
ment. 

This young gentlemen, after his father's 
death, locked up his effects in several trunks 
and boxes, and delivered the keys thereof to 
Mr. Pigott, as his trustee ; who locked op the 
room, and took the key with him ; but the said 
Thomas Bambridge caused the said loom to be 
broke open by Thomas King, another of his 
accomplices, and caused the said effects to be 
seized, after that he (Bambridge) had forced 
Mr. Pigott out of the prison (though a prisoner 
in execution) and locked down major Wilson 
(the other trustee) in the dungeon, to prevent 
their taking any inventory in behalf of the heir 
at law, then an orphan. 

These evil practices of letting out prisoners 
extorting exorbitant fees, suffering escapes, 
and exercising all sorts of inhumanity, for gain, 
may in a great measure be imputed to trie 
venality of the warden's office ; for the warden, 
who buys the privilege, of punishing others, 
does consequently sell Ins forbearance at high 
rates, and repair his own charge, and loss, at 
the wretched expence of the ease and quiet of 
the miserable objects in his custody. 

Upon the whole matter, the Committee came 
to the following resolutions ; viz. 

" Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, 
" That Thomas Bambridge, the acting war- 
" den of the prison of the Fleet, hath wij- 
" fully permitted several debtors to the 
" crown iu great sums of money, as well as 
" debtors to divers of his Majesty's subjects, 
" to escape, hath been guilty of the most 
" notorious breaches of his trust, great ex- 
" tortions, and the highest crimes and mis- 
" demeanors, in the execution of his said 
" office, and hatlr arbitrarily and unlawfully 
" loaded with irons, put into dungeons, and 
" destroyed, prisoners for debt under bis 
" charge, treating them in the most barbarous 
" and cruel manner, in high violation and 
" contempt of the laws of this kingdom. 
" Resolved, That it appears to this Committee*, 
" TJrat John Huggins, esq. late warden of 
" the prison of the Fleet, did, during this 
" time of bis wardensbip, wilfully permit 
" many considerable debtors in hi custetfjt 
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** to 'escape,* and was notoriously guilty of 
great breaches of bis trust, extortions, 
cruelties, and other high crimes and mis- 
J* demeanors, in the execution of his said 
' *' office, to the great oppression and ruin of 
* Way of the subjects of this kingdom. 



, Appendix A. / 

\ 

Serjeants Inn Hall, Trinity Term, 1727. 
Ihe Table of Fees, ordered by the Judges to 
be paid by the prisoners of the Fleet to the 
Warden, and his Agents, and to be'hung 
up in the Hall of the said Prison. 
Whereas several matters, in controversy be- 
tween the prisoners and the Warden of the 
Fleet, were heard by the right hou. sir Robert 
• .Eyre, knight, Lord Chief Justice of his Ma- 
jesty's Court, of Common Pleas at Westmins- 
ter, the Honourable Robert Price, esq. sir 
Jfrfcncis Page, knight, and Alexander Denton, 
esq. justices of the said court, at Serjeants Inn 
Hall , in Chancery Lane, on Monday, the 24ttr 
.day of April, on Wednesday, the 20th day of 
the same month of April, oh Monday, the first 
,<ciay. of May following, and on Friday, the 5th 
day of the same month of May, in Easter Term 
an the 13tb year of the reign of our Sovereign 
lor^ King George, Annoque Domini 4727, 
( upon which hearing the. Lord Chief Justice of 
the said court came, to the following resolu- 
tions ; viz. 

£. $. d. 

That there is due, and ought to 
t be paid, to the Warden of the Fleet, 
for every commitment fee (exclusive 
of Commons) from all persons of the 
degree of an esquire, gentleman, or 
gentlewoman, or any other person 
under those degrees, who shall enter 
on the master's side of the said pri- 
»un, 2/. 4*. 4rf. ------ 2 4 4 

And that there ought to be paid to 
the Warden, for every such person, 
for the use of the minister of the' 
eaid prison, 2*. - -- -- -020 

That there is due, and ought to 1*e 
paid, to tbe Warden of the Fleet, for 
a commitment fee, for every prison- 
er in wards, or common side, not 
taking part of the poor's box, 1/. 6*. 
Ad. ---------- 1 6 4 

And every such person ought to 
pay the warden, for the use of the 
minister of the said prison. Is. - - 0 1 0 

And every prisoner, taking part of 
the poor's box, ought to pay to the 
Warden 7s. Ad. and no more, for his. 
commitment fee, and nothing for 
tbe minister - -•-.-•-074 

That there is due, and ought to be 
paid, to the Warden of the Fleet, for 
every render in each cause, 2/. 4s. 4<f. 
and nothing to the minister -. - • 2 4 4 

That there is due, and ought to be 
„ paid, to the Chamberlain, as his fee, 



for every prisoner's entrance into the 
house, Is. and no more - - - 
Thau there is due and ought to be 
paid, to the Warden, for every pri-- • 
sGner's discharge', either by creditor, 
or supersedeas, as a fee for his dis- 
mission out of prison, without any* 
regard to tbe number of causes, 
wherewith be stands charged, J$. Gd. \ 
and no more - - - - - - ^ 0' 

That there is due, and ought, to 
be paid, to the clerk of the papers, 
for every discharge of every action, 
29. Qd. . - - - - or 

And for the copy of every cause, 
not exceeding three, Is. 

And for every cause, exceeding 
three causes, 4d. besides the Is. 
a-piece for each of the said first three 
.causes - - - . - 

That there is due, and ought to 
be paid, to the clerk of tbe papers, 
for his certificate of the prisoner's 
discharge, delivered to the prisoner 
himself, without any regard to the 
number of causes he stood charged 
with, 2*. 6 d. and for his certificate 
to tbe warden, for such discharge, 

25. 6d. 

That there is due, and ought to 
be paid, to' the clerk of the enquiries, 
on the discharge of a prisoner by the 
creditors, aud not by Supersedeas, 
2s. 6d. - 

That there is due, and ought to 
be paid, to the turnkey (who is now 
both porter and gaoler) for the pri- 
soner's entrance into the boose, 25. 
and for such prisoner's discharge, to 
the turnkey (being porter and gaoler) 
2s. 6d. - ' - 

That there is due, and ought to be 
paid, to the turnkey, for every de- 
claration, delivered to him for a pri- 
soner, Is. - - - - - 
That there is no fee due to the 
warden, upon his accepting security, 
on tbe prisoner's having the benefit 
of day rules. 

That there is no fee due to the 
warden for lodging and chamber 
rent, where the prisoner has not ac- 
tual possession of the chamber ; but 
there is due t© the warden for every 
prisoner or prisoners his or their 
lodging or chamber rent 2s. 6d. per 
week, such lodging or chamber being 
furnished - 

That there is due to the minister, 
that officiates, and performs divine 
service, within the said prison, for 
the time being, from every prisoner 
within the walls of the said prison, 
or without the wails, or within the 
rules, Ad. per week, to be paid • 
to the warden for the use of such . 
minister ; JVnd that no such minister, , 
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or any other clergyman, being a pri- 
soner within -the walls, or rules, of 
the Fleet, do presume to marry any 
person, without licence, within the 
prison, or rules, of the Fleet; and 
that the warden, ana* his officers, do 
use their utmost vigilance to prevent 
all such marriages. 

That there is no fresh commitment 
fee due to the warden, upon the pri- 
soner's bringing himself back to the 
Flefet by Habeas Corpus, when the 
warden himself had removed him 
thence Vy Habeas Corpus ; «nd 
that there is no fee, gratuity, or re- 
ward, due to the warden, for his re- 
turning a Habeas Corpus ; but there 
is a fee of 5s. 4d. due to the clerk of 
the papers, for'the allowance of every 
writ: of Habeas Cbrpus, and 4«. for 
the return of the first cause, and 2s. 
for every other causae, and no 
more - - - - 0 11 4 

That, when a prisoner dies in the 
Fleet, the warden shall detain the 
body no. longer, than till the Coro- 
ner's Inquest be finished, which 
shall be done with all reasonable 
speed; and immediately afterwards , , 
the body shall he delivered to the 
prisoner^ friends, or relations; if 
they desire it, without fee or re- 
jrdrd.* 

"fhajt it is the duty of the warden, 
and belongs to bim, to keep the pri- 
son house, and windows, in neces- 
sary and good repair, and to keep 
the bog-house, and dunghill, as 
clean, and free from stanch and npi- 
fomeness, as possible. 

That a table of gifts and bequests, 
made for the benefit of the prisoners 
in the Fleet, expressing the particu- 
lar purposes, for which the same were 
given, be prepared by the warden, 
and hung up in tha Hall of the said, 
prison. 

That the ward gates be opened at 
five of the dock in the summer, and 
•even of the dock in the winter, and 
do stand constantly open in the day 
time, according to the order, made 
the 17th February, 1787. 

And whereas this court, opou fur- 
ther consideration of the premises 
this present Trinity term, in the 13th 
year, of 'the reign of- our sovereign 
ford King George, is of opinion, that 
the said Resolutions are just ; it is 
hereby ordered y that the same be ob- 
served by the warden, and prisoners, 
and all other persons therein con- 
l^wnedC— < Signed)— Robert Eyre, 
Robert Prjce, F. Page, Alex- 
ander Denton. 



A List of Bequests, &c. which the Warden 
of the Fleet has set up in the common 
Hall in the said Fleet prison, *he 20th 
June, 1727, which he allows of. 

Received from the Court of £. *. d. 
Common Pleas SL each term 12 0,6 

From the Court of Exchequer, 
6s. 8d. everv term - ' - 1 6 0 

The gift of Edward Thatcher, 40«. 
per annum, the King's tax allowed 
out - 4 1j5 O 

The gift of Mr. Parker, 30s per 
annum, payable from merchant-tay- 
lors company, King's tax allowed out 
of it 17 0 

The gift of John Grubham, esq. 
3/. allowed out of it 10s. for a sea 
breach in a fence of land in Somer- 
setshire, called The Close - - 2 10 O 

The gift of Mr. John Kendrick, 30s. 
payable from the Drapers' Com- 
pany - - - - 1 10' L 0 

Received frcm the running box- 
men, Christmas, Easter, and Whit- 
suntide 8 12 $ 

Received from the honourable 
Master of the Rolls - - - 2 0 0 

The gift of Mr. Dawson, which 
has not been paid these several years, 
to be given by the churchwardens of 
Estrel Pleas - - - - 0 9 P 

The gift of Mr. Carter, which has 
not been paid, as appears from the 
churchwarden* of Underhurst - 0 IT O 

Received from the Leather-sellers' 
Company - - - - - 0 18 A 

Received every Christmas 33 
penny loaves, parted at the dividing 
table. 

Appendix, B. 

An Account of the Profits, arising yearly to the 
Warden of the Fleet by Rents, payable for 
Lodgings, and other Rents, Perquisites, and 
Profits, which appear to be made there- 
in un. 

In the first gallery ten prisoners, d. 
at 2s. lOd. per week each - - 1 B 4 

In the second gallery 11 prisoners, 
at 2s. lOd. per week each - - 1 11 4 

More in the same gallery ; viz. 
One at 3s. &d. two at 10s. and - 
three at 5s. 4d. each ; which comes 
to 1 19 0 

In the third gallery, 19 at 2s. lOd. 
Two at 35. 9d. four at 5s. 4d. and 
two at 5s. 8d. each ; which comes 
to - - . - - - 4*4 'p 

In the fourth gallery 30, at 
2s. lOd. each; which comes to - 4 5 tO 

In the garden rooms 12, at . ^ 
2s.10d.each - rl 1* * 

Total per week 16 12 0 
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Winch for 59 weeks; or one year; 

comes to ~ - - - < -811 4 0 
To which add, 
The cellar, let per annum at - .80 0 0 
The cvffee room, let per an- 
num at - - - - 1 . 14 .0 0 

The several rooms in jthe cha- 
pel stairs, let per annum at - 79 0 0 
The thirteen houses fronting 

Fleet ditch, between the two 

walls and the prison, ten of which 

are let at 3 10/. there is also three 

tmlet, at 90/. per annum ; and 

comes, together, to - - - 400 0 0 
Rent paid annually by the 

sheriffs of London ro the keeper 

of the palaces of Westminster - 8 0 0 
Ditto to the warden of the 

Fleet - - . - - 10 0 0 

The commitment fee*, at 2/. ' 

4*. Ad. each commitment, being 

computed hy Mr. Bvgrave and - ' 

Mr. Cotton, the former and pre? 

sent clerk of the papers, to be at 

least, communibus annis, 320 in 

number, amount to per annum, 

6461. 18s. Qd. and the dismission 

Sees at 7s. 6d. each prisoner, 

amount to per annum, 120/. and 

make in the whole, per annum 766 18 8 

Besides the vast number of 
extortions over and above these 
fees ; particularly from Walter 
Newbury 11/. 4s. John Dudley - 
16/. IS*. Benjamin Wakeling 5/. 

5*. Peter Jordain 6/. 10s. Tbo- 

snas Goulder 8/. 19$. 6d. Alex- 
ander Sydall 6/. 10s. Alexander 
Leickey 3/. 6s. Qd. Jeremiah 

-Miles 4/. 14s. 6d. James Bay ley 
13/. 8s. &d. and several others. 

By liberty of rules, and new 
years' gifts, from ihe best ac- 
counts that are given or can be 
learnt, per annum upwards of - 1,500 0 0 

Shops in Westminster-hall, let 
at 1 17/. and when all are let - 150 0 0 

The chaplains fees for entrance 
of 320 prisoners, at 2s. each, 
amount to 35/. per anuum, be- 
sides 4d. per week from at least 
1,000 prisoners in the prison, and 
the liberty of the roles, amount- 
ing to 865/. 16s. per annum, and 
together make 89?/. 16s. But 
Dr. Franks, dean \>f Bedford, be- 
ing the officiating chaplain, has 
been allowed but 40 guineas a 
year and 40 guineas a year more 
when there was a real chaplain, 
which together make 80 guineas 
per ann. ; so, deducting the said * 
80 guineas from the said 897 L 
f6$. there will remain a cjear 
fcrafit to the warden, per annum 813 16 0 



Total per annum 4,632 Id 8 



Besides the appointment of the following of- 
ficers : 

The clerjc of the papers gave for bis place* 
1,500/. * 

The clerk of the enquiries place, worth 150/. 
per annum. 

The turnkey's place 50/. per annum. 

The chamberlain's place 40/. per annum: - 

The tipstaff to the. court of -Chancery gave 
for his place 328 guineas. 

The tipstaff of the Rolls gave 150 guineas. 

The tipstaff of the Exchequer 150 guineas. 

The tipstaff of the Common Pleas 210 
guineas. 

The other tipstaff there, 200 guineas. 

The Resolutions of the Committee, being 
severally read a second time, were, upon the 
question severally put thereupon, agreed unto 
by the House ; and are as follow ; viz. 

" Resolved, nem. con. That Thomas Bam- 
" bridge, the acting Warden of the prison of 
" the Fleet, hath wilfully permitted several 
" debtors to the crown in great sums of money, 
« as well as debtors to divers of his Majesty's 
" subjects, to escape, hath been guilty of the 
" most notorious breaches of his trust, great 
" extortions, and the highest crimes and mis- 
" demeanors, in the execution of his said of- 
" rice, and hath arbitrarily and* unlawfully 
" loaded with irons,' put into dungeons, and de- 
" stroyed prisoners for debt under his charge, 
"treating them in the most, barbarous ami 
" cruel manner, in high violation and contempt 
" of the laws of this kingdom. » , 

" Resolved, nem. con. That John Huggins, 
" esq. late Warden of the prison of tne Fleet, 
" did, during the time of his. wardenship, wil- 
" fully permit many considerable debtors in his 
" custody to escape, and was notoriously guilty 
" of great breacJbes of his trust, extortions, 
" cruelties and other high crimes and misde- 
" meanors, in the execution of his said office, 
" to the great oppression and ruin of many of 
" the subjects of this kingdom." 

The HOuse also came to the folldwing Reso- 
lutions; viz. 

" Resolved, Tha£ it appears lo this House, 
5< 1. That James Barnes was an agent of, and 
" an accomplice with, the said Thomas Bam* 
" bridge, in. the commission of his said crimes. 

" %. That William Pindar was an agertf pf, 
" and an accomplice with, the said Thoma* 
" Bambridge, in the commission of his said 
" crimes. > 

" 3. That John Everett was an agent of, and 
" an accomplice with, the said Thomas Bam- 
" bridge, in the commission of his said crimes. 

" 4. That Thomas King was an agent o£ 
" and an accomplice with, the said Thomas 
" Bambridge, in 'the commission of his sai$ 
" crimes." t 

Mr. Oglethorpe acquainted the House, that 
be was directed by the Committee to move, 
"That an humble Address be presented to his 
Majesty/ that he will be graciously pleated to 
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■ direct his Attbrnej General- forthwith to pro- 
secute, in the most effectual manner, the said 

-Thomas Bambridge, John Huggins, the said 
James Barnes, William Pindar*, John Everett, 
and Thomas King, for their several crimes." — 
Which was agreed to by the House.* And the 
said persons were ordered to he committed to 
Newgate, x , 

Mr. Oglethorpe also acquainted the House, 
that he was directed by the Committee to 
move, that leave' be given to bring in a Bill, to 
disable the said Thomas Bam bridge to hold 
or execute the office of Warden of the "prison 
of the Fleet, or to have or exercise any au- 
thority, relating thereto. Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Oglethorpe also acquainted the House, 
that he was directed by the Committee to 
tnove, that leave be given to bring in a Bill, 
for better regulating the Prison of the Fleet, 
and for more effectual preventing, and punish- 
ing, arbitrary and illegal practices of the war- 
den of the said Prison. — Ordered accordingly. 

Second Report of the Select Committee 
on the State of the Gaols of thjs King- 
dom.] May 14. Mr. Oglethorpe, from the Com- 
mittee, appointed to enquire into the State of 
the Gaols .of 'this kingdom, made a Report of 
^•ome progress, which the Committee had made 
in their Enqdiry into the State of the Prison of 
the Court of Marshalsea, and of the king's 
palace court of Westminster, and also of a 
further progress, which the Committee had 
made in, their Enquiry into the State of the 
Fleet Prison, with the Resolutions of the 
Committee thereupon : and he read the Report 
in his place, and afterwards delivered the same 
(with the Appendixes) in at the clerk's table ; 
where the Report, and Resolutions of the 
Committee, were read, and are, as follows ; 

The Committee, having, in pursuance of the 
. Order of this House, of the 25th day of 
February 1728, to enquire into the state 
of the Gaols of this kingdom, adjourned 
to the Priscfn of the Court of the Mar- 
shalsea, and of the King's Palace Court 
of Westminster, and at several times exa- 
mined into the state of that Prison, have 
made some progress therein^ which they 
have thought fit to lay before the House. 

It appeared to the Committee, that the Prison 
of the Marshalsea doth belong to the Court of 
jibe Marshalsea of the king's housbold, and to 
the Court - #f Record of the king's palace of 
Westminster; and that the person/ who hath 
the Care of the prison, and custody of the 
Marshalsea, is stiled deputy marshal of the 
Marshalsea of the king's household, and keeper 
of the Prison of the same Court, and of the 
Prison of the Court of Record of the king's 
Palace of Westminster; and is appointed by 
the knight marshal for the time being. 

That sir Philip Meadows, then knight mar- 
shal of the king's household, did, by deed 

* £«» State Trials, a. a, 1729, 



poll, given under his hand and seal'the d£kfa of 
November,. 1720, constitute John Darby gen- 
tleman> deputy marshal of the, Marshalsea 
of the king's household, and keeper of -the Pri- 
sons aforesaid during the term of his natural life. 

And the said knight marshal, by Articles of 
agreement indented, bearing even date with the 
said last mentioned Deed Poll, declares the con- 
ditions, under which the said John Darby it* to 
enjoy the said offices ; and (among others) that, 
if the said John Darby, without the knight 
marshal's consent in wntirig,.sh£ill at any time 
let to farm the said offices, or any of the fees, 
profits, advantages, or benefits, thereof the 
said grant shall cease, determine, and be void. 

That John Darby, contrary to the said con- 
ditions, hath let the profits of the said offices, 
without consent of the said knight marshal; 
and by indenture of lease, bearing date the 
21st day of March, 1727, did grant, and to 
farm let, to William Acton, - butcher, the Mar- 
shalsea Prison for 140/. per annum; and v by 
the same lease did let the benefit of the lodg- 
ing of the prisoners, and other advantages, for 
the further yearly rent of 260/. to be paid to 
him, clear of all taxes, for the term of 7 years. 

That, to make the profits of the Prison arise, 
to answer the said exorbitant rents, no kind of 
artifice, or oppression, hath been unpractised. 

It appears, upon the examination of many 
witnesses, that, on the entry of prisoners into 
the said Prison, money has been extorted from 
them, for obtaining the liberty of going to the 
master's side, though the said Darby himself 
acknowledged, he had no right to any fees, till 
the prisoner was discharged : And, in order to 
create a greater profit, by vending liquors, anil 
food, the servants of the keeper have obstruct- 
ed the bringing in necessary liquors, and pro- 
visions, contrary to the express words of the 
act of parliament, of the 2 2d and 23d year of 
king Charles 2d; and have often under the 
pretence of searching for liquors, treated very 
rudely and indecently women, who came to 
relieve and support their husbands, labouring 
under the hardships and necessities of the 
gaol : And they raise the price of liquors, and 
other necessaries, insomuch that the necessi- 
tous prisoner is obliged to pay three pence per 
quart for worse beer, than he can buy out of 
the Prison for two-pence half-penny r And 
they have also encouraged a practice, among 
the prisoners, of forcing those, newly com- 
mitted, to pay garnish, and of levying fines 
upon each other, under frivolous pretences ; 
the money, arising from whiotj, is to be spent 
at the tap-house ; so that he, who is most active 
in exacting it, is favoured, as the greatest friend 
to the house. This method of levying garnish 
money, and fines, is so publicly allowed, that 
there are tables hung up in each room, of the 
stated garnish fees, some of which amount to 
7*. 6d. some to mo;ej and if the unhappy 
wretch (which is the general case) bath not 
money to pay them, the prisoners strip him in 
a riotous manner which, in their cant phrase^ 
they call letting .{he, black dog walk. 
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This shew* the inconveniency of the Keeper's 
having the advantage of the Up-house; since, 
to advance ehe rent thereof, and to consume 
the liquors, there vended, they not only en- 
courage r jot and drunkenness, but also prevent 
Che needy prisoner from being supplied by bis 
friends with the mere ' necessaries of life, in 
order to increase an exorbitant gain to their 
tenants. 

And these extortions, though small in the 
particulars, are very heavy upon the unhappy 
prisoners, many of whom are so poof, as to be , 
committed for a debt of one shilling only ; for, 
^>y the usage of the said Court of Record, pro- 
cesses are issued for the smallest sums; and, 

• though the cause of action is but one* penny, a 
process is issued, the process is returned, and 
the proceedings are carried on, till such time as 
the costs amount to above 40s. and thereupon 
the debtor is thrown into prison ; and, by add- 
ing the costs to the debt, the late act of par- 
merit, against frivolous and vexatious arrests, 
Is eluded : Nor is it probable, that he can be 
from thence released ; for if he was incapable 
before to pay the cause of action, he must be 
much more so, when the costs are added 
thereto; and, if his creditor then relents, he 
is detained for the! gaoler's 1 fees, and costs of 
suit, infinitely greater than the original debt. 

It appeared to the Committee, that there was 
no list of fees publicly hung up in any part of 
the Prison, though required by law : As to 
which the said John Darby being examined, he 
acknowledged, that no such list of late had 
been hung up ; hut be delivered to the Com- 
mittee a paper, which, he informed them, was 
a schedule of fees, established by the judges of 
the court of the king's Palace- of Westminster 
the 17th of December, 1675, hereunto au- 
ncxed in the first Appendix, marked with the 
letter A; which fees seem very exorbitant, in 
regard there are different lees paid by the same 
prisoner to the same officer, and the whole 
amounts to more, than is proportionable to the 
smallness of the sums, for which processes are 
issued out of that court. 

Upon inspection of the several parts of the 
said gaol, the Committee find, that the, said 
gaol is divided into two divisions, viz. the mas- 
ter Vside, and the common side ; and that a 
part thereof is only fenced in with a few weak 
old boards : That there are several rooms on 
the master's side kept empty, some with but 
one or two persons in them, and others at the 
same time crouded to that degree, as even to 
make them unhealthy ; particularly, in one of 
the rooms in a part of the Prison, called the 
Oake, nine men are laid in three beds, and 
each man pays 2s. 6d. per week; so that mom 
singly produces tl. 2s. 6d. per week: But a 
more particular account of the numbers of 
prisoners in each room, and of the sums they 
are to pay for chamber rent, wuT appear by 
the annexed Appendix, B. 
^ It appeared to the Committee that the 

/ Gaoler of the said Prison, out of a view of 
gain, hath frequently refused (o remove sick 



persons, upon complain t of those, who lay in , 
the same bed with them; a particular instance 
of which follows. 

Mrs. Mary Trapps was prisoner in the Mar- . 
shalsea, and was put to lie in the same bed with* 
two other women, each of which paid 2s. 64. 
per week chamber rent : She fell ill, and lan- 
guished for a considerable time ; and t)ie last 
three weeks grew so offensive, that the others 
were hardly able to bear the room : They fre- 
quently complained to the turnkeys, and officers,, 
and desired to be removed ; but all in vain ; 
At last she smelt so strong, that the turnkey 
himself could not bear to come into the room,, 
to hear the complaints of her bedfellows ; and 
they were forced to lie with her, Or on the; 
boards, till she died. 

And the Committee, inspecting the various 
parts of the gaol, saw a prisoner, who kept his 
bed with a fistula, and two other persons obli- 
ged to lie with him in the same bed; though each 
paid 2s. 6c?. per week ; yet they even submitted; 
to such rent, and usage, rather than be turned 
down to the common side. 

The common side is enclosed with a strong 
brick wall ; In it are now confined upwards 
of 330, prisoners, most of them in the utmost 
necessity : They are divided into particular 
rooms, called wards ; and the prisoners, be- 
longing to each ward, are locked up in -their 
respective wards every night ; most of which . 
are excessively crowded, thirty, forty, nay fifty, 
persons having been locked up in. some of them, 
not sixteen foot square ; and at the same time 
that these rooms have been so crowded, to the 
great endangering the healths of the prisoners, 
the largest room in the common side hath, been 
kept empty, and the room over George's ward- 
was let out to a taylor, to work in, and nobody 
allowed to lie in it, though all the test year there 
were sometimes forty, and never less than thirty- 
two, persons locked up in George's ward every* 
night, which is a room of sixteen by fourteen- 
feet, and about ei^ht Feet high : The surface of 
the room is not sufficient to contain that number, 
when laid down ; so that one half are hung up- 
in hammocks, whilst the others lie on the floor 
under them : The air is ^o wasted by the num- 
ber of persons, who breathe in that narrow 
compass, that it is not sufficient ,to keep them 
from stifling, several having in the heat of sum— 
iner perished for want of air: Every night, . at 
eight of the clock in the winter, and nine in the 
summer, the prisoners are locked up in their/ 
respective wards, and from those hours, until 
eight of the clock in the morning in the jwinter^ 
and five in the summer, they Cannot, upon any. 
occasion, come out ; so that they are forced to 
ease nature within the room, the stench of which - 
is noisome be vond expression, and ft seems sur- 
prizing, that it hath not caused a contagion, i 

The crowding of 'prisoners together in ' ttnV 
manner is one great occasion of the gaol dis*. 
temper ; and, though tfie unhappy men should 
escape infection, or overcome it, yet, if they 
have not relief from their friends, famine des- 
troys them ; all the support, such poor wretches 
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he/va ttf subsist on, is an accidental allowance of 
pease, given once a week by a gentleman, who 
conceals bis. name, and about thirty pounds of 
beefy, provided, by t l -a voluntary contribution of 
the judge and officers of the iVlarshalsea^ on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday ; which Is di- 
vided into, very small portions, of about an 
ounce and an half, distributed with one fourth- 
part of an half- penny loaf : each of the sick is. 
first served witii one of those portions, and 
those, that remain, are divided amongst the 
wards ; but the numbers of the people hi them 
are so greats that it comes to the turn of each 
man but about once in fourteen days, and of 
each woman (they being fewer) once in a week. 

'When the miserable wretch bath worn out 
the charity of bis friends, and consumed the 
money, which he hath raised upon his cloaths, 
and bedding, and hath eat his last allowance of 
provisions, he usually in a few days grows weak, 
lor want of food, wkh the symptoms of a hec- 
tic fever; and, when he is no longer able to 
Stand, if he can rane 3c/. to pay the fee of the 
common nurse of the prison, lie obtains the li* 

' Wty of being carried into the sick ward, and 
lingers on for about a month or two, by the as- 
sistance of the above-mentioned prison portion 
of provision, and then dies. 

The Committee saw in the. Womens Sick 
Wardf many miserable objects lying, without 
feeds, on the Boor, perishing with extreme want-; 
and in the Mens Sick Ward yet much worse : for 
along the side of the .walls of that ward boards 
were laid upon trestles* like a dresser in a kit* 
cheiv; and: under them, between those trestles, 
were laid on the floor one tire of sick men, and 
upon, the dresser another tire, and over them 
hung a tbW tire in hammocks. 

On the giving food to these poor wretches 
(though it was done with the utmost caution, 
they being only allowed at first the smallest 
-quantities, and that of liquid nourishment) one 
died : the vessels of his stomach were so disor- 
dered, and contracted, for want of use, that 
they were totally incapable of performing their 
office, and the unhappy creature perished about 
the time of digestion. Upon his body a coro- 
ner a, inquest sat (a thing which though required 
Vylaw to be always done, -hath for many years 
been scandalously omitted in this gaol) and* the 
jury found, that he died of want. 
. Those, who were not so far gone, on proper 
Bonrtshment given them, recovered, so that not 

^above nine have died since the 25th of March 
last, the day the Committee first met there) 

' though, before, a day seldom passed without a 
death, and upon the advancing of the spring, 
BOt less 'than eight or ten usually died every 24 
hours. 

The great ^numbers, who appeared to have 
perished for want, induced the Committee to 
enquire, what charities Were given for the sub* 
entente* of the prisoners in tins gaol : they have 
as yet been only able to come at fall proof of 
*0/L per 'annum; left by sir Thomas Greeham, 
**4smm pound per annum, paid by each £o«n- 
iy ia £n$L«<^ eonmeolj tailed cattfattkm 
3 | 



money ; but have reason to believe, these *ve 
many other sums/ which the shortness of the 
time prevented the Committee frOra being able 

fully to disco ver. - . 1 

-All the Charities belonging to the prison 
were formerly received by a steward, chose by 
the prisdners on the common side , aud the 
said prisoners had a common seal belonging to 
them, kept by their said steward ; and they 
were divided into six wards, each of which chose 
monthly a constable ; and the said constable's 
signing a receipt, and sealing it with the. said 
common seal, was a full discharge to the persona 
paying the charities. 

In l?22 Matthew Pugh was chosen steward 
by the prisoners, and, at their request, approved 
by sir John Bennet, then Judge of the Mar- 
shalsea Court. Pugh discovered several chari- 
ties, which lmd been before concealed, and ap- 
plied them to the use of the prisoners ; and rn 
1725 he acquainted the then constables, that 
John Darby, ^nd his servants in the lodge* had 
got possession of the old common seal, and that 
Edward Gil bourne, Deputy Protboaotary, of 
the said court, lmd the possession of another 
seal, with the same impression, which he hod 
reason to believe was mode use of toaiftx to 
receipt* for charity money, to the great faiud 
and oppression of the poor prisoners: upon 
which the said constables agreed to be at the 
expeoce of making a new seal* with this ad* 
dition, " Marshalsea Prison, 1725 ; " and they 
also bought a chest, with seven di4e*ent locks 
and keys, so that the chest eoeld not be opened 
without all the said seven keys, one of which 
Was lodged in the handa of each const able, 
and the seventh in the hands of the stewmd; 
and they fixed Uie> chest to the wall in the 
ward, called the Constables Ward, and locked 
up the seal therein ; • and, whenever any receipt 
was to be sealed^ the six, constables, and the 
steward, were all concurring; and the moneys 
so received, was publicly known t and divided. 

But this public and just manner of receivings 
and distributing, the charities, was disliked by 
the keeper, and his servants ; and they' com* 
plained to the judge of the Palace Coart, and 
gave information, that the said Pugh was a 
very turbulent fellow ; and procured a rest 
(a copy of which ia hereunto annexed the 
Appendix marked C) by which it is ordesee^ 
that Matthew Pugh shall be no longer per* 
mitted to have access to the said Prison, ot 
Court ; and the prisoners are allowed to cheat 
another steward : And accordingly John Grace, 
then clerk to the keeper, was chosen steward 
by those in the keeper's interest i but the con* 
stablesyin behalf of the prisoners, reused to 
deliver up the keys of the chest, where -their 
seal was, insisting, that all receipts should he 
sealed, as usual* in a public manner, that they 
might know, what money was received; and 
thereupon the said, chest was broke down* 
and carried away, by the said William Acton 
and the 'said John Grace. 

The said William Acton* in hi* defence, 
against thiachajrge,didnot deny M&mtAwt 
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*aid,hedid it by order of the Court : And being 
required to produce such order ; be said it was 
a verbal order, given him by the said Edward 
Gilbourne: And the said Edward Gilbourne, 
being; examined in the presence of the sajd 
William Acton, denied, thftt he gave any such 
order. - , 

This transaction was about the time the act 
for relief of insolvent debtors, in 1725, took 
place ; and the old prisoners, who knew this 
affair^ being discharged by that act, those; who 
were newly committed, being ignorant *>t their 
rights to charities, were defrauded thereof 
under this abute. 

After the time of taking by violence posses- 
sion of the prisoners sea), as before mentioned, 
the said seal was used in the Lodge, without 
the privity or consent of the prisoners, and was 
affixed to receipts for legacies, and charities, 
which the said Gilbourne received, and disposed 
of, as he pleased, in a very irregular and arbi- 
trary manner, untiil complaint thereof was 
made to sir John Darnali, judge of the Court ; 
and then what was afterwards paid for the pri- 
soners, was distributed regularly, but no ac- 
count was given to the prisoners, by Gilbourne, 
of the monies he received, 

Till the turning out of Pugh, and the violent 
breaking open the prisoners said chest, the 
steward used to distribute the charity money 
among the prisoners equally and indifferently, 
without favour Or affection, and accounted re- 
gularly to the prisoners, and never received any 
money without their privity,. and orders; but 
since the said violence nothing hath been re- 
gularly done in respect of the charities : Some- 
times the said Edward Gilbourne, at other 
.times the said John Grace, distributed them, 
as they thought fit ; and, since the said William 
Acton, butcher, hath rented the said gaol, there 
has been no steward, nor any account given of 
the said charities, he having taken upon him- 
jelf to act as steward, without the choice, or 
.consent, of the prisoners : And, upon his ex- 
amination/he confessed, that, from May, 1728, 
to May 1729, he had received charity money 
for the poor prisoners, amounting to above 115/. 
' of which he had kept no account, and took no 
notice thereof, till this Committee was ap- 
pointed, to enquire into the State of the feaols, 
not expecting to have been asked about it. He 
pretended, he bad distributed the money 
among the prisoners directly, but produced no 
sort of vouchers for it. 

The present extreme want and necessity of 
the prisoners in the said gaol proceeds from the 
charities being grossly perverted, and not laid 
out in proper provisions, and divided into pro- 
per portions : For if 115/. a year (which Acton 
nimself acknowledges he had received) had been 
laid out in bread only, ii would have afforded 
each prisoner two pounds of bread per week, 
•opposing the prisoners on the common side 
to have amounted, one time with another, to 
300; which pittance* though very small, would 
•fcftve prevented the starving to death many 

Yw» VIII. 



miserable wretches, who have perished in th# 
said gaol with mere hunger. 

The Committee have reason to believe, that 
the charities, j;iveii by well' disposed" persons 
unknown, have been sufficient for the support 
and maintenance of the poor prisoners in this 
gaol ; but the modesty of the donors conceal- 
ing their alms, this too great fear of ostentatiou 
hath enabled the gaoler, and his miscreants at 
the Lodge, to pervert the charity monies, and 
defraud the poor miserable prisoners thereof. 

The Committee have discovered some pri- 
vate charities (notwithstanding .the industry of 
the donors to conceal them) particularly, that 
of his grace the duke of Dorset, the present 
lord steward of the household, who raised a 
fund of charity upon the destruction of that 
pernicious practice of selling offices? 

The custom of this Court formerly was to 
sell all the places belonging thereto, and the 
very counsel, and attornies, purchased the li- 
berty of pleading, and practising, in this Court ; 
for which the first gave as far as 1,000/* the 
latter as far as 1,500/. each ; one jnoiety of 
which sums was for the benefit of the lord 
steward, and the other moiety for the knight 
marshal. * 

As the present inquiry is not into the na- 
ture and practice of this Cnurt (the Abuses of 
which will deserve a particular inquiry) thp 
Committee do not enlarge upon the ill conse- 
quences of such corrupt sales; but cannot 
forbear to observe, that the first who stemmed 
this tide of corruption, was his grace the duke 
of Argjle, then lord steward : who, disdaining 
to share the spoils of the unfortunate, scorned 
to take any money arising from the sale of 
offices, and made an. excellent precedent (very 
much disliked by the practising part of the 
Court) that of appointing officers for their 
merit, not for their money. Upon the death of 
sir John Bennet, his grace, without fee or re- 
ward, appointed sir John Darnali judge of tha 
Court, and followed the same method in dis- 
posing of the other offices of the Court. 

The duke of Dorset (now Lord Steward) was 
very much importuned by the officers of the 
Coo rt to permit the practice of selling, as forr 
merly ; but, being resolved not to give way to 
it, yet willing to be eased of their importunity, 
he let them know, that he would sell the place 
of ofie of the counsel, then vacant : The sum, 
he sold it for,waslpO/. only, to George Ballard, 
esq., which his grace ordered to be applied to 
discharge poor prisoners, and at the same time 
expressly -directed Mr. Ballard to give no other 
money to any person whatsoever. 

The afqrementioned Edward Gilbourne, de- 
puty prothonotary, received the said money, 
and was two years in disposing of it, discharg- 
ing such only, as he himself thought proper. 

In that time an act, for relief of insolvent 
debtors, toot place, by virtue of which many 
persons were discharged out of the said prison, 
and others were at several times also discharged 
>y private charitit? from persons unknown ; 
3B 
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bat the names of those, thus released, cannot 
now be discovered, or compared with the List, 
delivered by the said Gilbonrne, of the names 
of the prisoners, which, he pretends, were 
discharged by the duke of Dorset's said charity. 

It appeared to the Committee, that toe 
beepers in the lodge have greatly imposed on 
the charitable persons, who, without discover- 
ing their names, have released prisoners, by 
paying their debts, and fees. These keepers 
have a set of idle fellows* employed by them as 
agents in carrying on their wicked designs, and 
whom they indulge in riot, and in abasing their 
fellow prisoners, and allow to go out, as mes- 
sengers. These persons are voluntary prison- 
ers ; and in the List, given in by John Darby, 
be acknowjedged 20, who chose rather to be 
confined, than at liberty. These the keepers 
generally produce, as' proper objects of cha- 
rity, when pious persons, unknown, come to 
discharge poor prisoners in secret ; and their 
pretended debts, and fees, being paid, as such 
objects, they, in form, go-out of the prison, but 
fo a little time return back again to the same 
wicked practice, to the scandalous abuse of such 
pious and excellent charities, and to the great 
fraud and oppression of the miserable, for whom 
jhey were intended. 

The abuse of tile Begging Box is another 
£reat imposition. 

The. prisoners have all along had a right to 
nominate persons, to go about with beggiug 
baskets, and boxes, and to give them deputa- 
tions, under their hands and their common 
seal, to make such collections ; but since that 
seal has been violently taken away, and kept in 
the Lodge, as aforesaid, these deputations are 
countersigned, and sealed, by the deputy 
marshal; or some of his agents, or servants ; 
J and the prisoners have been forced to submit 
to give to such persons, for their pains, all the 
monies coltected by them, provided they bring 
in two baskets only of broken victuals per week, 
or, in lieu thereof, pay two shillings; and even 
this disadvantageous agreement is not complied 
with ; for the prisoners are months together 
without bearing any thing at all of their basket 
men. 

So that the good and charitable intentions of 
mankind are wickedly perverted, and rendered 
useless, and of no avail, to the poor prisoners, 
who can neither come out to be relieved, nor 
can those, who come to relieve, have easy ac- 
cess to siich poor wretches, nor distinguish the 
impostors from the unfortunate. 

The only effectual way to distribute such 
charity rightly seems to be, to see some prisoner 
of each ward, who is not in the keeper's in- 
terest, and from such prisoner to know the 
most necessitous. 

' The abovementioned practice of farming 
and defrauding the begging box is not peculiar 
ro this prison of the Marshalsea only : the poor 
prisoners in the Fleet Prison are abused in the 
tame manner. 

tn this prison of the Marshalsea pirates are 
fcept, as well as debtors ; and th« 6m, who- 
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are generally a very desperate and aban- 
doned sort of people, * are suffered to. mix 
with all the unhappy debtors of the com* 
mon side : which may be of dangerous con? 
sequence : For this being a prison, for the 
poorer sort, in which great numbers of poor 
sailors are commonly confined, the conversa- 
tion of these pirates, and their boasts, how 
riotously they Hied, whilst at sea, may instil 
inclinations of following the 'same wicked prac- 
tices. This correspondence with these despe- 
rate people bath already had some influence 
upon the poor debtors, and was, in part, the 
occasion of several of them attempting to es- 
cape ; to which hunger and extreme want being 
added, some of them became so desperate, 
that, after having fasted four days, and seeing 
no hone of relief, they attempted to break 
through the prison wail, and were taken in the 
attempt. 

This gave the gaolers a pretence to exercise 
their greater cruelties. Ail the persous, sm 
attempting to escape, were called into the 
lodge by the said Acton, one by one, and there 
examined. One of them was seen to go in 
perfectly well, and, *\ hen he came out again, 
he was in the greatest disorder : His thumbs 
were much swollen, and very sore ; and he 
declared, that the occasion of his being in that 
condition was, that the keeper, in order to 
extort from him a confession of the names of 
those, who had assisted him, and others, in 
their attempt to escape, had screwed certain 
instruments of iron upon his thumbs, so close, 
that they had forced the blood out of them, 
with exquisite pain : After this he was carried 
into the strong room, where, besides the other 
irons, which he had on, they fixed on bis neck 
and hands an iron instrument, called a collar, 
like a pair of tongs : and, be being a large 
lusty man, when they screwed the said instru- 
ment close, his eyes were ready to start out of 
his head, the blood gushed out of his ears and 
nose, he foamed at the mouth, the sbiber ran 
down, and he made several motions to speak, 
but could not : After these tortures he was 
confined in the strong room for many days 
with a very heavy pair of irons, called sheers, 
on his legs. 

It has been usual in this prison for the keep* 
ers unlawfully to assume to themselves a pre- 
tended authority of magistrates, and hot only 
to judge and deeree punishments arbitrarily, 
but also to execute the same unmercifully. 
Numberless are the instances of their immo- 
derate beating poor debtors, at their pleasure, 
insomuch that the very name of the instrument 
hung up in the iodge, for beating the prison- 
ers, became a terror to them. 

The various tortures and cruelties, before 
mentioned, not contenting these wicked keep- 
ers in their said pretended magistracy over the 
prisoners, they found a way of making within 
this prison a confinement, more dreadful than 
the strong room itself, by coupling the living 
with the dead ; and have made a practice -of 
locking up debtors, who displeased; ttei% im 
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the yard with human carcases. One particular 
instance of this sort of inhumanity was of a 
person, whom the keepers confined in that 
part of the lower yard, which was then sepa- 
rated from the rest, whilst there -were there 
two dead bodies, which had lain there four 
days ; yet was be kept there with them six 
days . longer ; in which time the* vermin de- 
voured the flesh from the faces, eat the eyes 
Gut of the heads of the carcases, which were 
bloated, putrified, and turned green, during 
the poor debtor's dismal confinement with 
them. ' 

The great business depending in the House of 
Commons, having often required the long at- 
tendance of the members of this Coromitee, the 
Committee have not t>een able to go through 
the examinations, which they bad entered into, 
upon the various complaints, laid before them, 
-ef cruel beating, ironing* torturing, and mur- 
dering,- debtors, too shocking, and too nume- 
rous, to be thoroughly examined in so short a 
time, as the remainder of this session of par- 
liament allows. 

One cruel and barbarous instance, among 
others, which appeared to- the Committee, they 
cannot omit ; vis. 

In the year 1726 Thomas Bliss, a carpenter, 
not having any friends to support him, was 
almost starved to death in the prison ; upon 
which he attempted to get over the prison by a 
rope, lent him by another prisoner: In the 
attempts he was taken by the keepers, dragged 
by the heels into the lodge, barbarously beaten, 
and put into irons, in which he was kept se- 
veral weeks. One afternoon, as he was quietly 
standing in the yard, with his irons on, some of 
the said Acton's men called him into the lodge 
yhere Acton was then drinking, and merry, 
with company. In about half an hour Bliss 
came out again crying 1 ; and gave an account, 
that, when he was in the lodge, they, for tl\eir 
diversion (as they called it) fixed on his head an 
iron engine, or instrument (which appears to 
be. an iron scull cap) which was screwed so 
close, that it forced the blood out of .his ears 
and nose. And he further declared, that his 
thumbs were at the same time put into a pair of 
thumb-screws, which were screwed so tight, 
that the blood started out of them : And from 
.tbattime he continued disordered to the day 
of: his death. "He was let out of the prison, 
without paying his debt ; and, at his going out, 
Acton desired, that all, that was past, might 
be forgot, and that he would not bear him any 
ill will. This miserable wretch was put into 
St. Thomas's Hospital for help, but died very 
soon. 

The Committee observe, 

That, though in this prison there are many 
rooms intirely empty, yet in other rooms the 
prisoners are crowded together, to the utter des- 
truction of their healths, and the endangering 
fa general infection : , 

That, notwithstanding thirty and forty pri- 
soners Were locked up together in one room, 
jet the said John Darby (the keeper) did cer- 



tify to the Committee, that the said prison of 
the- Marshalsea was sufficient comraodiously 
to contain the number of prisoners thereto 
committed : 

That the charities have not been accounted 
for, but have been scandalously perverted, 
while great numbers have perished in the pri- 
son through mere want : . 

That many prisoners have died daily in the 
said prison, as well jhose in execution, as 
others, and no coroner's inquest hath sat upon 
their bodies. 

The said William Acton, being examined, 
at first denied, but, after being confronted 
with several witnesses, acknowledged, that he 
had had thumb-screws in his possession, and 
pretended, he had given them to the gaoler at 
York. He positively denied the having any 
iron instrument, or cap for the head :^ and yet 
afterwards directed the turnkeys, where to find 
the iron scull cap before mentioned, and it,was 
produced to the Committee. < 

The Committee also found several very 
heavy iron bars, shackles, fetters and handcufis, 
for the miserable prisoners in the said Mar- 
shalsea prison. * 

The unwarrantable letting to farm the be* 
nefit of keeping these prisoners hath -unjus- 
tifiably increased the profits of the prison, to 
the greater oppression of the prisoners. * The 
said William Acton (to whom the profits of the 
said prison are let by the said John Darby) 
hath, in this first year of his farming the same 
invented new oppressive methods, to make 
his profits double those of the preceding 
year. 

If the gaolers are not punished for these their 
wicked devices, and due care be not taken, to 
prevent the like barbarous practices for the 
future, the poor prisoners, who may happen 
to survive these cruelties, must be more, miser- 
able, than can be expressed. 

The Committee, apprehending the cortck- 
sion of this session to be now so near, as to pre- 
vent their proceeding to farther enquiries, have 
■thought it their duty at this time to lay a state 
of these facts before the House,; hoping, some 
effectual provision will be made in the 'next 
session of parliament, for remedying the great 
grievances before mentioned, for better regular 
tion Of gaols, and for inflicting proper punish- 
ments upon gaolers for cruelties to their pri- 
soners. • 

. - r f 

And the Committee have come to the follow- 
ing Resolutions ; viz. 

" Resolved, jhat it appears to thisCommit- 
" tee, That William Acton, clerk of the 
" prison of the Marshalsea, and farmer of the 
" same gaol, and the profits thereof, by lease 
w from Mr. John Darby, the keeper, of the 
" said, prison, hath been guilty of many high 
u crimes and misdemeanors in the execution of # 
^liis office, and hath arbitrarily and-unlawfully ' 
" loaded with irons, tortured, and destroyed, 
"in the most inhuman, cruel, and barbarous 
" manner, prisoners for debt under bis care/ in 
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*• high violation and contempt Of the laws of 

* this kingdom. 
•• Resolved, That it appears to this Com* 

" mjttee, That the Charities, given by well dis- 
posed persons, for the relief and sustenance 
€< 6f the poor debtors confined in the said pri- 
" son of the Marsbalsea, are notoriously and 
u scandalously misapplied : and that the keeper 
" x>f the said prison, and Iris dependants, and 

* agents, instead of distributing the said chari- 

* ties to the said poor debtors, have most un- 
justifiably possessed themselves thereof, and 
(i wickeeKy perverted the same to their own 
" uses, to the great fraud and oppression of the 
u said poor prisoners in general, and to the 
" starving many, who have perished in the said 
H prison, for want thereof. 

* Resorted, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
" mittee. That Mr. John Darby, keeper of the 
u said prison of the Marshalsea, having^contrary 

* to, and in defiance of, the law, let to^arro his 
. S( said gaol, and office, and the profits thereof, 

* unto the Said William ActOn, and having 

* grossly neglected his duty, in not preventing, or 
41 remedying^ the said inhumanities, cruelties, 
«* frauds, and abuses, is guilty of a high misde- 
49 meanour in his office, and a notorious breach 
44 of his trust, in contempt of the law^ and to 
u the great oppression -and ruin of many of bis 
*« Majesty's Subjects. 
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Appekpix, &. , ... 

A ScBttDTJLE of stich Fees, as are appointed 
' and established by the Judges of the Court, 

of the king's palace of Westminster, the 17th 

day of December, 1675, Annoque, R. R. 
: Car. 2. 27, to be Trom henceforth" taken and 

received by the keeper of the prison belong- 
' 1 ing to the said court, as fbllowcth, viz. 
Fbt the Knight Marshal's Fee, upon 

the discharging of every prisoner, 

for the first Action only 
Tot the Knight Marshal's Deputy, 

upon the like discharge 
For the Prothonotary, upon the like 

discharge ; - - 

For his own Fee, for his care and 

^afe custody of every prisoner, to 

fee taken upon the discharge of . 

every such prisoner, for the first 

action - - - - 
For his Porter, upon the like dis- 
charge - 
¥of his Own Fee, upon every dis- 
- charge of such prisoner, for the 

v second action - 
$or his Porter, upon the like dis- 
* charge - { - 
for his Clerk, for entering the charge 
■ against every action, except that, 
f upon which he is first brought into 

custody - - ' - 
Tot his said Clerk, for entering 

every discbarge of a prisoner, for 

every action * 

EnbOND Wyndham, 

. Ja. BlJTLEJU 
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The dispatch, which your Committee 
themsejves obliged to give to their farmer He* 
port (relating to 7 the Fteet prison) prevented 
their inserting several facts, which in the course 
of their examination have srnce^conie jo their 
knowledge in a fuller light, and which they* 
think proper to lay before the House, by way of 
Supplement to their said former Report, as 
loweth; via. : . 

If farther appeared to the Committee, thai* 
Mr. Ame, mentioned in the said former Report, 
whilst he was in the tnp-liouse of the- said Fleet 
prison, during the wardenship of Jobii Huggins, 
esq. and behaving himself quietly, was suddenly 
seized by James Barnes (agent ibr Huugins) 
and, without aoy reason given, wne forced into, 
the strong room, or dungeon, on the master** 
side; which dungeon, being then but lately 
built, and so damp, that the drops hung upon 
the walls, was very nauseous, and dtrwiioUsome. 
In this place was this unfortunate man 1 locked 
up, and never ouce permitted to go out ; but, 
by an accident, on a' Snnday, the door feeing 
opened, he ran into the parlour, adjoining to 
the chapel, during the time of mviue servioey 
He had then no covering upon bis body, but 
the feathers of a bed (which bed was tt«p«*wn itt 
to him by a prisoner) into which he crept, to 
defend himself from the cold ; and the feathers 
stuck and were clotted* upon him by his own 
excrements, and the dirt, which covered in* 
skin. 

He was immediately seized and carried bacfc 
into the said dungeon ; where, through the cold 1 , 
and the restraint, -and for Want of food, he lost 
his senses, languished, and periihed. • 

Notwithstanding the miserable condition of 
this man, and the applications, which- were 
made to Mr. Huggius,the then warden who saw 
this miserable object lying naked in the said 
dungeon, and unable to speak, but lifting vtp. 
his eyes to Mr. Huggins, the said Hogging had 
no compassion on him*, but caused the door to 
be dose locked upon hirn v 

Oliver Reed, another pi isonerfn the Fleet pfi*. 
son, was loaded with irons By the directions of 
Mr. Huggins; who confessed to the Committee, 
that he sent for the fetters and ruanactes from 
Newgate, artd ordered them to be pot on tho 
hands and legs of this unfortunate debtor, who 
in October last was put into another durigeoi 
^and was continued there, till* your Committee 
'went to view the gaol) where he was fbrced^to 
lie On a small bed, with chains of forty pountfc 
weight, which even Bambridge thought too 
heavy, and applied to Huggins for lighter* 
Reed bad nothing but a thin ragged blanket, to 
cover his naked body, in the* most piercing 
weather of the last hard winter; and withSh 
three yards of him was a window, treble barred, 
without glass or shutter; under which wimJb* 
was a heap of the most noisome offals, to feed 
the dogs, there kermelted : and the place^was 
the more unwholesome, because of- w Necessary 
house in the same room,- the stench MerHf 
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was so intolerable, that your Committer <fould 
not cotftimje in the room sit minutes 16 ex- 
amine this unhappy person , whose great suf- 
ferings under the warden's cruel usage, of him 
were far greater than y Our Committee can ex- 
press-. 

It appears afso to the Committee, that the 
sent Mr. Huggios hath, ' m combination with 
Richard Bishop (his tipstaff) consented to let 
out several prisoners (whom they call by a cant 
name pidgeons) to go into foreign parts, as 
well as into several distant trading counties at 
home, And furnished them with a sham credit, 
to buy goods ; which being consigned to the 
.said Bishop, he took out commissions of bank- 
ruptcy against the persons, so let out of prison, 
.and fraudulently employed, as aforesaid, and 
thereby cheated the creditors, who dealt with 
them, of their goods, to a verv considerable 
value ; and that a waggon load of scarlet cloth 
was brought away from the owner, on such 
false credit ; but the owner, pursuing it, seized 
the cloth, as they were unloading it, upon Lud- 
gate Hill.f 

And farther it appears to your Committee, 
that* during the said Mr* Huggins's wardenship, 
several writs of ' Habeas Corpus ad testificart- 
trrnn/ were surreptitiously taken out by his di- 
rection, to protect prisoners, who desired to go 
to any part of the kingdom, on pretence of giv- 
ing evidence at some trial, or at some assizes ; 
for which liberty Hoggins received large sums 
of money ; and even those writs have had 
blanks left in them, to insert a pretended cause', 
and," to avoid suspicion of such Writs being 
collusive, Huggius, by a letter under his own 
hand, and now in the hands of your Committee, 
pretended to caution 1 his servants not to he 
concerned in taking out such Writs : and by 
the said letter it fully appears, that Ibis wicked 
practice was for lucre only ; and such liberty, 
thus given, was to prisoners committed for very 
large sums. 

ybur Committee, notwithstanding their dili- 
gence and zeal in the premises, have not been 
able to come at a true account of the charities, 
given for relief of the poor prisoners in the 
Fleet prison ; but your Committee have no 
reason to believe, there is in that particular 
less iniquity in the warden's management, than 
in the other practices, whereof the following 
may serve as an instance : lieutenant Robert 
Fitz Simmonds, being discharged by the plain- 
tiffs executors on the 12th of April, 1728, lay 
then in prison for his fees only ; about which 
time a gentleman came to the Fleet prison 
from an unknown lady, to discharge all such 
prisoners, as remained there for fees only, pro- 
vided the same exceeded not the sum of three 
guineas each, or that the warden would dis- 
charge such prisoners of all fees and demands 
for that . sum. Upon which Mr. Thomas Bam- 
bridge (then Warden) sent for twelve prisoners, 
and gave the said gentleman a list of their 
names, with his full demands on them seve- 
rally, which were considerably more than three 
goiaes* each v Hcferever Bambridge, in com- 



ptmnce with the lady's great charity, and in re- 
gard to tfie poor prisoners, consented to accept 
the three guineas for each prisoner, in full dis- 
! charge, of ail demands, assuring the said gen- 
tleman, that they should be discharged on that 
condition. Whereupon he paid Barobridge, 
in the presence of the said twelve prisoners, 
thirty-six guineas for their discharge ; but, as 
soon as the gentleman's bade wa$ turned, 
Barobridge insisted on all his former" demands 
to the full, and would not suffer them to go out 
of prison, till they had given him notes for 
what exceeded the three guineas. 

Mr. Fitz-Simmonds, one of these prisoners, 
was forced to sign a note, drawn by Bambridge 
himself, payable to William Pindar (one of his 
accomplices) or order, for 27 1. tOs. and the 
other eleven of the said prisoners were forced to 
do in the same manner. 

It also appears to the Committee, that the 
first bringing soldiers to the fleet prison, to 
put in fear, and to insult, the poor Debtors, 
was in the time when Mr. .fluggins was 
Warden. 

In justiceto his Majesty's revenue 1 , the Com- 
mittee think it their indispensable duty to lay 
before the House one particular transaction of 
Mr. Huggins with Mr. Thomas Perrin, of Lonp 
don, merchant, debtor to the crown in severaf 
bonds, to the amount of 42,057/. wherewith he 
was charged in the Fleet prison, and was per- 
mitted to escape from thence by Mr. Hugging, 
when Warden. The Committee having come 
to a more particular knowledge of this affair 
by the papers, which the said Perrin sent 
over from Holland to the treasury here, 
as his case, the Committee crave leave to 
subjoin the same, by way of Appendix to this 
Report; with this observation', that a* the time, 
when Mr. Huggins was examined before the 
Committee touching this escape, he acquainted 
them, that he v had got a quietus for the same in 
the late King's reign, and also, that the com- 
missioners of the customs having put up to sale 
Perrin's security to the crown, he (Huggins) 
bought in the said debt of 42,057/. for about 
2000/. . 

The Committee think it proper to lay before 
the House the case of sir WnuRich, baronet, 
a prisoner for debt in the Fleet prison ; viz. 

It appeared to the Committee, that sir Wm, 
Rich removed himself by Habeas Corpus from 
Newgate (where he lay for debt) to the Fleet 
prison ; but, instead of being admitted (as he 
desired) into that prison ; he was carried to, 
and confined at, Corbett's Spunging-house for' 
a fortnight, at very great expences;. and, though 
he often applied to be put into the prison, it 
was refused, unless he would pay 5h to the 
warden as a commitment fee, and also 10s. per 
week for his lodgings, which exorbitant demands 
he was obliged to comply with, not being able 
to support and pay the heavier extortions or 
the said Spunging-house. 

In about ten weeks after sir William's re-* 
moval, Mr. Bambridge became deputy warden ; 
to whom sir William applied for a chamber at 
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a less rent, which he obtained, at fif$. . 6d. per 
week, on payment of four guineas. After sir 
William had been in this new chamber about 
three weeks, William Pindar, the chamberlain, 
came to him, and demanded the rent of 35. 6d, , 
per week, which was paid ; hut sir William not 
being able to pay all the arrears of the great 
rent, due for the former chamber, a message 
came from Mr. Bambridge, that he wanted him 
in the lodge ; but sir Wifliam conceiving, it 
was the part of Mr. Bambridge to come to 
liim, if he had business, answered to that effect; 
thereupon James Barnes, Corbett, and others 
armed with pikes, and halherts, reqdired sir 
, William to go and wait upon Mr. Bambridge ; 
but Bambridge, immediately following his 
said messengers, met sir William upon the 
stairs, seized him by the collar, and, the rest of 
Bambridge's followers assisting, dragged sir 
William into the lodge, and soon after procured 
him to be removed by Habeas Corpus to the 
King's Bench prison ; where he remained twelve' 
rnOnths and was afterwards brought back to the 
Ffeet prison, by another Habeas Corpus, and 
carried again, to Corbett's Spunging-house, in 
' order to extort a farther 5/. as a baronet's fee, 
for his commitment, though sir William offered 
to pay the fee, settled by the court of Common 
Pleas, of 2/. 4s. 8^. 

After ten weeks stay at Corpett's, sir Wil- 
liam, late at night, was ordered into the prison, 
and by tbe consent of one of the prisoners on 
the master's side, went into his room; where 
his the said prisoner permitted him to have part 
' of bed, and, desiring his stay, said, he would 
raise money to pay the warden. 

Soon after this the said Barnes came into tb& 
room, to turn sir William out by force ; and 
the reason being asked, Barnes answered short- 
ly, he would not stand arguipg with him ; and 
then put a red hot poker to sir William's breast 
and swore, if he did not pay the money, 
or go down immediately, he 1 would run the 
poker into his body. 

Then came in two men, like ruffians, armed 
-with muskets, and bayonets fixed on them, and 
forcing the standers-by out of the room, Barnes 
run at sir William with the said red hot poker, 
which sir William having the good luck to put 
by, Barnes, on that disappointment, ordered the 
said ruffians to fire on him ; but being told by 
another, that, if they killed him, they would be 
* hanged, they desisted to fire ; and Barnes 
being afterwards put out of the room by some 
of the prisoners, who came to protect' sir Wil- 
liam from the said danger, sir William went 
quietly down into the ward on the common 
side, called Julius Caesar's ward ; and the next 
moming intending to go again to the Master's 
side,, and being opposed by a centinel placed 
by Bamibridge, he returned, and went into a 
room on the common side, and staid by the 
fire ; and a cobler being there at work, sir 
William borrowed a knife, to cut a piece of 
loose leather from his shoe ; which being done, 
he laid down the knife upon the table. 

Bambridge, with Corbett, and John Everett, 



and se*$ral others (his accomplices) fiona New^r 
gate, some with muskets, and bayonets fixed out 
them, rushing together into the, room to sir 
William, Bambridge haughtily fiemandeoV of 
him, how he durst use his servants ill ^ and 
instantly, without 1 staying for any answer,- 
struck sir William with a stick, thicker than bis 
wrist ; but in some measure sir William pukby 
the blow, and in his surprize caught up, and 
struck Bambridge with the said knife, which 
lay on the table near him, Bambridge order* 
ing his men to fire, one of them snapt his fire* 
lock at sir William, aud Corbett made a stroke 
at him with a hanger, which stroke one Lang- 
ley happened to receive, it gave him a great 
wound in bis head through his hat and wig. 

Immediately after this sir William was load- 
ed with heavy irons, and put into the dungeon 
on the common side fur two or three days, and 
was then removed to the dungeon on the mas- 
ter's side ; in which deplorable situation, in the 
last bard winter, he remained ten days* end 
could have no fire, but charcoal, which (there 
being no fire place) the closeness of the dungeon 
and the fear of being suffocated;, rendered 
more dangerous, and intolerable, than these* 
verity of the weather. - 

Sir William applying to the court of Common 
Pleas for redress, a rule was mtyde for his re- 
moval, and lighter irons, Bambridge being 
wounded. Sir William was accordingly re- 
moved, but the heavy irons were kept on him ; 
and in that condition he suffered, until tbeeom- 
mittee visited thejprison, having been forced to 
lie in his cloaths for a menth before, by reason 
of the said irons. 

One application to the court of Common 
Pleas for redress cost sir William 14/. 

The expence of the meanest prisoner, on the 
first motion to the said court for redress, is, as 
followeth ; viz. 

£- *• 

An Attorney, to take instructions for 

drawing the Affidavit - - - 0 8 4' 
For drawing, according to the length O 6 8 
Stamps - - - - - 0 1 X- 
To the Judge's Clerk to take the 

Affidavit. - - - -,-068 
To Counsel, to move - - - 0 10 6 
To the Prothonotary for the Rule, ^ ^. 

which is generally nisi - -0^2 u 
Copy, and Service on the warden - 0 2 2 
The Attorney's Attendance in Court 0 - & . 4 
The Counsel's Second Fee, when the , 

Warden shews Cause - - 0 10 & 
The Attorney's Attendance - - O S - 4 
To the Prothonotary, for the second 

Rule - - - - 0 2 # 

Copy, and Service - - - , Q;< 2 0 

, 2 is r 

The Committee in their former Report (se- 
lating to the Fleet prison) spoke only; 1$ ; late- 
ral of exorbitant fees, paid at tl»e euirjf; of^pri- 
soners into that prison ; but having since oh-, 
tajnedan account of particular ai tides, paid 
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on that head, the Committee have tbought'it 
proper to lay the same before the House ; 
viz^ 

John » Dudley paid at his entrance into the 
Fleet prison, as follows : 

£.$. d. 

For four surrenders at the judge's 

chambers to his clerks - - 9 11 6 
To the tipstaff - - - - 2 2 0 
To the warden > - - - • 16 12 0 
Taking up his security bond upon his 
, surrender - - - - 660 

Turning him into the house and for 

liberty again several times - 10 10 0 



[MO 



45 1 6 



Samuel Siddale paid, 
For three surrenders at the Judge's 

Chambers - - - - - 3 8 
To the tipstaff ----- 0 10 
Three commitment fees to Corbett, 
" the tipstaff, who would not admit 

him into prison, until paid - 6 10 
To the chamberlain - - . - 0 3 
To the turnkey - - - - 0 2 



10 13 6 



Walter Newbury paid, 
Fees at the judge's chambers, on five 

actions - - - - - - 7 12 10 

To the warden - - * - - 11 4 0 
To the.turnkey - - '- - - 026 
To the steward or chamberlain - 0 5 0 



19 4 4 



The former Report of the Committee, relat- 
ing to the said Fleet Prison, having been under 
the consideration of the House, and directions 
having been given thereupon, the Committee 
propose nothing farther at. present to the 
House in relation to the said Prison in par- 
ticular. 

The Appendix. • 

Perrin's Case, 

As it relates to John Hoggins, esq. Warden of 
the Fleet. 

. That in Easter term, 1714, John Huggins, 
esq. warden of the Fleet, for a sum of money 
and upon a security bond, wherein the said 
Thomas Perrin, together, with Benjamin Ro- 
binson, and three other persons, as his securi- 
ties, were bound for his lodging without the 
•aid Prison, permitted him the liberty afore- 
said. 

That the said sureties were persons of no 
account, or substance; That the said Perrin, 
with the privity, and express consent, of the 
•aid Huggins, went often at large, out of the 
rutes, without any day rule, or lawful licence 
So to do. 

"That*!!]* 12th of August, 1714, die said 



Perrin went over to Holland, having 6rst em- 
ployed the said warden to solicit a matter, then 
depending before the commissioners of the 
customs, upon a reference on a petition of the 
said Perrin, praying, -that his case might be 
considered with relation to the said debts, and 
have his liberty, on giving security to return to 
prison, when required. 

That the warden undertook the care and ne- 
gotiation of the said business, and the better to 
carry on the same, corresponded with the said 
Perrin, when in Holland ; who oh that account, 
and for his liberty, remitted, by bills, and other-' 
wise, considerable sums of money, which the 
warden received. 

That afterwards the said warden, fearing a 
prosecution for the escape, sent over Mr. Ro- 
binson into Holland, to remind Perrin of his 
promise to return to the said prison of the 
Fleet before the next term, promising him (the 
said Perrin) by letters, and upon oath before a 
master in chancery, that he (the warden) would 
not; seize his person in the mean time, and that, 
whatever the said Robinson undertook for him 
(the warden) touching the case and favour Of 
Perrin, he (the said Robinson) should see faith* 
fully performed. > „ 

That, in pursuance thereof, it was agreed be- 
tween the said Robinson and Hugging, Perrin 
should have liberty to transact his affairs at 
large, so as he returned to prison before next 
term ; and, for his security in that behalf, the 
warden offered to trust Perrin intirely, not 
doubting Perrin's honour ; and gives, in one of 
his letters, this reason ; viz. that Perrin came , 
once before from Holland, to surrender him- ' 
self, to save his bail. 

Whereupon Perrin came back to London 
.without any seizure, recaption, restraint or 
molestation, of his person ; and, for his security 
on that behalf, the warden offered, and did 
give, Perrin a general release; and by this 
deed, bearing date 20th October, 1714, re- 
leased to Perrin all and all manner of actions, 
cause and causes of action, suits, bills,' bonds, 
writings obligatory, .debts, dues, duties,, ac- 
counts, sum and sums of money, judgments, 
executions, extents, quarrels, controversies, tres- 
passes, damages, and demands, whatsoever. 

That on the 22d of October, 17 14 r Perrin re- 
turned to the rules of the Prison, goes under f 
the key, to save the warden, as if in execution 
for the said debts, and for the pretended da- 
mages by means of the said escape into Hol- 
land, although that was all settled betwixt 
Perrin and the warden, and his right of sei- 
zure and recaption released also. 

That Perrin remained in the Fleet until on 
or about the 2d of April, 1716 ; but some 
short time before consults the warden about a - 
new-intended voyage to Holland, in order tp 
raise more money for the said warden, by ap- 
plying to Messieurs Senserf and son, his old 
correspondents, and by endeavouring to fall 
irito business, to exercise his industry,, for the. 
benefit of the warden; which he So effectijaJIy 
brought about, that he remitted te the said 
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warden near ifipOL which came safe to the 
warden's hands. 

-That Huggins, to prevent his being Sued, as 
be pretended, immediately proposed to the 
commissioners of the customs, that they would 
.be pleased to say, that the crown had gained 
. J,0o0/. more, than if Perrin had not escaped; 
and, after he had prevailed with the solicitor 
so to do, they drew up a report, and trans- 
mitted it to the treasury, signed by the commis- 
sioners of the customs. •> 

The Affidavit, mentioned in the said Case. 

John Huggihs, Warden of the fleet, maketh 
oath, that' Thomas Perrin of London, mer- 
chant, shall peaceably and quietly, without 
interruption or molestation, hold and enjoy to 
himself the liberty of the rules of the Prison 
of fctye Fleet, without any future charge what- 
soever; and this deponent will not permit or 
suffer the said Thomas Perrin, under any pre- 
tence whatsoever (against his will) to be con- 
fimuT within the walls of the said Prison; nor 
shall the said Thomas Perrin be removed to 
any other Prison by or through the means or 
procurement of this deponent, by Habeas Cor- 
pus, or otherwise, to any of his Majesty's 
Prison or Prisons, place or places of confine- 
ment, so far as to the utmost of his, this depo- 
nent's, power can be prevented ; and in case a 
Habeas Corpus be brought to effect, so as that 
the said Thomas jPerrin should be removed, 
he, tbis deponent, will use bis utmost endea- 
vours, to bring him back to the rules of the 
Fleet, that he may enjoy the liberty aforesaid, 
or to procure for him the liberty of the rules, 
at this deponent's own proper charge and ex- 
pence, and so to be continued to him under 
Closes Cooke, esq. the present Marshal, or any 
other marshal, so long as the said Thomas 
jPerrin shall continue to be a prisoner; so as 

, that he may, either at the King's bench or 
Fleet Prisons, enjoy the liberty proposed, not- 
withstanding any action or actions, judgment 
or judgments, declaration or declaration, extent 
or v extents, by means of his late or present 
misfortunes, or any thiug, that may or shall 
happen to or arise there from ; and that, in 

" case this deponent should sell, assign, or set 
over, the wardenship or property in the Fleet, 
that then, and in such case, he, this deponent, 

.will, at his own cost, use his endeavour, so that 
he shall , enjoy the liberty aforesaid and upon 
his single security ; and that he shall have day 
rules, transact his affairs in term time, as 
often as his occasions require, without any ex- 
pence to him, the said Thomas Perrin ; and, in 
.case of his consenting to be within the walls 
of the prison, shall be let into the rules again, 
whenever be shall require the same by writing 
to Mr. Samuel Blunt, or any other person, im- 
mediately. — Jqiij* HucpiNs.— ^Jurat. 22 Oc- 
tober, 1710, cpram W.U.L. Rogers. 

Copy of his General Release, upon Stamp 
A Paper, in form, as folio weth; viz. 

J£now all men by these presents, that, I, John. 



Hoggins, of the parish of St. Martin's in the 
fields, in the county of Middlesex, esq. have 
remised, released, and for ever quit claim, unto 
Thomas Perrin, of London, merchant, bis 
heirs, executors, and administrators, alj and all 
manner of actions, cause and causes of ac- 
tions, suits, bills, bonds, writings obigatory, 
debts, dues, duties, accompts,'sum or sums of 
money, judgments, executions, extents, quar- 
rels, controversies, trespasses, damages, and 
demands, whatsoever, both in law and equity, 
or otherwise howsoever, which against the said- 
Thomas Perrin I ever had, and which I, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, shall or 
may have, claim, challenge, or demand, for, or 
by reason or means of, any matter, cause, or 
thing, whatsoever, from the beginning of the 
world unto the day of the date of these pre- 
sents. In witness whereof I have hereunto se% 
my hand and seal the 20tb day of October, in 
the first year of the reign of our sovereign lord 
George, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, king, defender qf tbo 
faith, &c. a. d. 1714.— John Huggins— 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of SabC 
Blunt, Benja. Robinson. 

The First Resolution being read a second 
time ; < 

" Resolved, That tjie ^use doth agree 
" with the Committee, in-the said Resolution, 
" That William Acton, clerk of the prison of 
"the Marshalsea, and Farmer of the samp 
" gaol, and the profits thereof, by lease iron* 
" Mr. John Darby, the keeper of the said 
" prison, hath been guilty of many high crimes 
" and misdemeanors in the execution of his 
" office, and hatli arbitrarily and unlawfully 
" loaded with irons, tortured, and destroyed, in 
" the most inhuman, cruel, and barbacous 
« manner, prisoners for debt under his care, ia 
"high violation and contempt of the laws of 
" this kingdom." 

The Second Resolution being read aSeco»d 
time ; 

" Resolved, That the House doth 'agree 
" with the Committee, in the said Resolution, 
" That the charities, given by well disposed 
" persons, for the relief and sustenance of the 
" poor debtors, confined in the said prison of 
" the Marshalsea, we notoriously and sc4*- 
" dalously misapplied ; and that the keeper of 
" the said prison, and his dependents, and 
" agents, instead of distributing the said ch*- 
" rities to the said poor debtors, have most 
" unjustifiably, possessed themselves thereof 
" and wickedly perverted the same to their 
" own uses, to the great fraud and oppression 
" of the said poor prisoners in general, and to 
" the starving of many, who have perished in 
" the said prison, for want thereof." 

The last Resolution being read a second 
|iroe : 

, " Resolved, That the House doth agree srith 
" the Committee, in the said Resolution, 
" That Mr. John Darby keeper of the said pri- 
{i son of the Marahalsea, having contrary My 
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u end in defiance of, the law, let to farm hit 
A S said gaol,-aod office, and Uu» profits thereof, 
** unto the said William Acton, and having 
y grossly neglected bis duty, in not preventing; 
u or remedying, the said inhumanities, cruel- 
u ties, frauds, aad abuses, is guilty of a high 
u misdemeanor in his office, and a notorious 

breach of his trust* in contempt of the law 
" and to the great oppression and ruin of many 
** of his Majesty's subjects." 

Resolved, item. co». " That an humble Address 
be presented to his Majesty, that he will be gra- 
ciously pleased to direct bis attorney general 
fcethwith to prosecute, in the most effectual 
manner, the said William Actoa and John 
©iirby, for their said crimes and misdemean- 
ors." . 

The Bill against Bambridge, the Warden of 
the Fleet.] May 5. The Judges, according to 
order,^ delivered a Bill prepared by them, upon 
the debate df the House of Lords,, intitled, An , 
Act to disaMe Thomas Bambridge, esq. to hold 
6r execute the office of Warden of the prison, of 
the Fleet, and to ira power his Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, during the life of the said 
Thomas Bambridge, to grant the said office tp" 
such person or v persons as he shall think fit. 
And the same was read the first time, Theii it 
being moved, That the Bill be now read a 
Second time, the same wad objected to. * 

Protest against reading t it twice in me Day.] 
After , debate, the question was put, whether 
this Bill shall be now read a second time ? And 
it was resolved in the affirmative. 

*' Dissentient' 
i 1. " Because the reading any Bill twice the 
fame day is against the standing orders of this 
.Hause, which ought not to be broke but in 
cases of the utmost necessity, and even in 
those cases ought first to be considered in a full 
House ; or else absent lords, as well as the 
patties concerned in Bills,' may be surprised. 

S. " Because we do not conceive that there 
was the least necessity or occasion for reading 
this bill twice jn one day. 

3. " Because we are apprehensive, this may 
be brought as a precedent hereafter to proceed 
in too hasty a way, to pass bills, which divest 
men of their properties, and lay incapacities 
upon ^ hem during life. (Signed) Warrington, 
Strafford, Haversham, Coventry." 

Amendments made by the Lords to the Bill 
fgaitot Bribery and Corruption.} May 6. 
{Fbe Lords seat back to the Commons the 
Bill for the more effectual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in the elections of members, 
.with some Amendments, contained in the two 
Jeilowing clauses, viz. 

, < Be it Enacted, ' That sueh Votes shall be 
4 deemed to be legal, which have been so de- 
4 dared by the last determination in the House 
f of Commons, which last determination con- 
- d eeming any county, shire, city, borough, 
^mon^oon^er place, shall be final to.aU u> 



' tents and purposes whatsoever, any usage tO 

* the contrary notwithstanding. 

2. ' That if any person who hath or claim- 
' eth to -have, or hereafter shall have, or claim 
' to have, any right to vote in aoy sucji election, 
' shall from and after the 34ih day of June, 

* 1729* ask, receive, or take any mone^, or 
' other reward, by way of gift, loan, or other 

* device, or agree, or contract for any money, 
' gift, office, employment, or other reward 
' whatsoever, to give bis vote, or to refuse, cur 
' to forbear to give his vote in any such election, 
' or rf any person by himself, or any person 
'' employed by" him, doth or shall by any gift or 

* reward, or by any promise, agreement, or 
'security for any gift or reward,- corrupt, or 
' procure any person or persons to give his 
' or their vote or votes, in, any such elec- 
' tion, such person so offending in any of the 
' cases aforesaid, shall, for every such offence 
' forfeit the sum of 500/. of lawful mohey of 
' Great Britain, to be recovered as. before di- 

w rected, together with full costs of suit : Awl 
'every person offending in any of the cases 
' aforesaid, from and after Judgment obtained 
' against him in any such action, of cbbt,h$, 
' plaint or information, or so miliary action, 
1 prosecution or being any otherwise lawfully. 
' convicted thereof, shall for ever .be disabled 
' to vote in any election of member or mem- 
' bers to serve in parliament, and also shall for 
' even be disabled to hold, exercise, or enjoy 
' any office or franchise to which he, and they 
' then shall, or at any time afterwards, may be 
' intitled as a member of any city, borough, 
' tow* corporate, or cinque port, at if such 
' person was naturally dead/ . . ,, 

Debate in the Commons on the Amendment* 
made to the Bribery- Bill by the Zcr<fs.*] , iVlay 

* " The great success, with whic^ the adoi*- 
nistration carried every interesting question, 
did not fail to open the mouths of their enemies, 
who imputed it to the force of corruption only. 
This outcry, however destitute of foundation, 
became at last too general to be longer with- 
stood, and the opposition resolved to avail them- 
selves of it. . For that purpose a bill was 
brought in by Mr. afterwards sir Watkins Wil- 
liams Wynn, for the more effectual prevent- 
ing bribery and corruption in parliamentary 
elections. As nothing could have a pore un- 
exceptionable title than this bill, tne parry 
thought that if the court should venture to put 
a negative upon it, it would raise an irresistible 
outcry against them, and that, if it was suffered 
to pass, it would, in fact, diminish the influence 
of the minister* He was too wise to g;iye coun- 
tenance to any opposition to so plausible a 
bill, and it had a very quick passage through 
the House; and when it came into the House 
of Peers,' they thought proper to raise the pe- 
nalty upon a corrupt voter, party or agent, in 
an election for a- member of parljament^lrom 
50/. to 500& and the person so convicted, is 
for ever disabled to vote for a meml>ej ofjpaj* 
1 3C * \ " 
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?l The Commons having taken these Amend- 
ments into consideration, some of the courtiers 
represented, That the Lords making altera- 
tions in' a hill of this nature was an encroach- 
ment upon the rights and privileges of the House 
of (Jommons, who were the sole judges of the 
merits of the elections of their own members. 
To this 

Mr. William Pultcneif answered, That the 
freedom of parliament is essentially necessary 
to the preservation of our ancient constitution : 
and the freedom of parliamentary elections the 
most valuable branch of the rights and liberties 
of Englishmen, of which the Lords are the pro- 
per guardians, as well as the Commons, both as 
a part of the legislature, and as the supreme 
court of the kingdom : that the freedom of 
elections, and consequently of parliaments, is 
the great bulwark of popular liberty against 
the encroachments and oppressions of arbitrary 
power and wicked ministers : that if ever this 
bulwark should be thrown down by force, or 
undermined by corruption, the very essence of 
our excellent constitution would be lost, and 
we should no longer be a free people: and 
therefore no man, who had any sense of, or 
value for liberty, could either think the penal- 
ties against corruption too severe, or grudge the 
Lords the honour of having made the provisions 
of this necessary law more efficacious. 

Then the question being put for agreeing to the 
Amendment made by the Lords, it was carried 
in the Affirmative, by two voices only, vis. 91 
to 89. 

Motion in the Lords for supplying the Defi- 
ciencies in the Civil List.] May 10. Upon 
report from the , Committee of the whole 
House, upon the Bill relating to the Custom 
on Corn imported, and for appropriating the" 

liament, and disqualified from holding any 
office or franchise as a member .of any city, bo- 
rough,: town-corporate or cinq »ie- port. The 
Lords likewise added to the bill the following 
excellent clause: 

99 9 That such votes shall be deemed to be 
' legal, which have been so declared by the 

* last determination in the House of Commons, 
' which last determination, concerning any 
f county, shire, city, borough, cinque port, or 
f place, shall be final, to all intents and pur- 

* poses whatsoever, any usage to the contrary 
9 notwithstanding.' 

" When the bill was returned with those 
Amendments, the ministerial party did not 
enter upon any debate upon the merits of 
them; but several gentlemen, who were not 
at all in the interest of the minister, had some 
doubts as to the peers interfering in so essen- 
tial a part of the privileges of the Commons. 

" The House of Commons that day happened 
to be but thin. The minister made no point 
of the question in hand, and therefore left it to 
its own merit; and the Amendments were 
agreed to, by a majority pf no more than 01 
•gainst 89." Tindaf. 



— BiW against Snbery and Corruption, [f 56 

Supplies granted in this session of parliament, 
anq other purposes, that they had gone throng^' 
the Bill without any Amendment; it wa*' 
moved, That the following Clause be left out of' 
the said Bill, viz. 

*« And it is also hereby further enacted, That 
out of all or any of the aids or supplies afore- 
said, there shall and may be 1 issued and ap-' 
plyed, for and upon account of the arrears of 
the several duties and revenues granted to hit' 
Majesty, by an act made and passed in the 
first year of his Majesty's reign, intituled. An 
Act for the better Support of his Majesty** 
Houshold, and of the honour and dignity of the 
Crown of Great Britain, any sum or sums of 
money not exceeding; the sum of 115,000/. in 
such manner and for such uses and purposes 
as his Majesty shall, from .time to time, be 
pleased to direct and appoint. Provided al- 
ways, and be it enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That in case there shall be standing out 
or in arrear on the^demise of his Majesty, whom 
, God long preserve, any sum or sums of money 
for or on account of the said duties and re- 
venues, which, together with what hath been 
or shall be received out of the same, during his 
Majesty's life, and together with the said sum 
of 115,000/. shall be more than sufficient to 
complete and satisfy to his Majesty during his 
life to the yearly sum of 800,000/, per annum 
in clear money, to be computed from the 25th 
day of June, 1737. Then and in such case, 
the said sum of 115,000/. shall be replaced and 
refunded, by, or out of, such sum, or sums of 
money so standing out or in arrear as aforesaid, 
as shall be more than sufficient to complete 
the said yearly sum of 800,000/. in clear 
money to be computed as ajoresaid, or so 
much thereof as the monies arising there- 
by shall extend to satisfy the same, and that 
the monies so to be replaced, or refunded, shall 
be separated and kept apart in his Majesty's 
Exchequer, for the use and benefit of the pub- 
lic, and shall npt be issued, or applied, to any 
other use, or uses than such as shall be directed 
by authority of parliament." 

Protest on that occasion.] This motion be- 
ing objected to, and the question being put, 
Whether that Clause should stand part of the 
Bill ? It was resolved in the affirmative, by 69 
against 19. 

" Dissentient' 
1. ^ u Because we apprehend, that this part 
of the clause is neither founded on the woros of 
the net to which it refers, nor Warranted by any 
construction thereof; for the provision made 
in that act is, ' That whenever the produce 
of the several duties and revenues thereby 
granted appears to be so deficient, that within 
any one year it should not be sufficient to an- 
swer and satisfy the sum of 800,000/. then, 
and not in any other case, such deficiency i»t6 
be made good but of the nmaids in parliament/ 
As this act therefore provides only for a real de- 
ficiency of the produce, and not for any arrear 
in the receipt within the year, as it bar appeared 
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by the accounts laid before this House, that the 
real produce was considerably more than suf- 
ficient to answer the sum of 800,000/., we think, 
there ' can (be no colour to affirm that there has 
' teen any such deficiency as the act can be sup- 
posed to provide for : this appears from the 
words of the clause, which directs the' applica- 
tion of the sum of 115,000/. for and upon ac- 
count of arrears*; and we cannot conceive the 
arrears provided for by this clause, and the de- 
ficiency^ described in the act, to be one and the 
same thing, since, if they could be so understood, 
the provision in the clause would have been 
made agreeable to the words of the act, which 
relate to a deficiency only ; and it would be 
highly unjust to his Majesty to direct the sum 
of 115,000/. to be refunded to the public at any 
time, or under any conditions ; for if there had 
been a real deficiency, tbe grant to his Majesty 
should be absolute, and the sum of 115,000/. 
would legally belong to him so that this clause 
either takes from hu Majesty what we have no 
right to take, or it gives him what, as we con- 
ceive, he has no right to claim. As we cannot 
then consider this sum to be given either for a ' 
real deficiency (bunded on the civil-list act, or 
that it can be warranted by the said act as a 
supposed arrear, we conceive it to be a new 
grant to his Majesty, and a uew burthen on the 
people, which does opt appear to us to have 
been demanded by the crown, and consequently 
not to have passed according to the forms hi- 
therto practised and requisite in all such cases. 

2. "This clause appears to us unreasonable 
on many accounts ; as there was no real defi- 
ciency at Midsummer, 1728, to which time the 
account is stated, so neither is there any arrear 
at the time when this new supply is granted, 
but the whole sum of 800,000/. and considerably 
more, was come iuto his Majesty's coffers, and 
he was consequently in possession of the very 
money, the supposed arrear of which is made 
good to him by this clause: thus it seems to us, 
that the nation is loaded not to complete, but 
to augment the sum designed for his Majesty's 
civil-list, and this at a time when the public debts 
are en creased, when the taxes are heavily felt 
in all parts of the country, when our foreign 
trade is incumbered and diminished, when our 
manufactures decay, when our poor daily mul- 
tiply, and when many other national calamities 
surround us : these considerations are in them- 
» selves very moving, and we apprehend they must 
appear stronger, when it shall be further consi- 
dered, that his Majesty would be so tar from 
wanting any' of those extraordinary supplies, 
that even without the provision in the' Civil- List 
act, for making good deficiences, he would he 
possessed of a far greater revenue than king 
William, queen Anne, or even his late Majesty 
enjoyed ; and yet his present Majesty, then 
prince of Wales, received out of the Civil- List 
revenues during the reign of the late King, 
100.000/. per ann. besides the entire revenues 
of the principality of .Wales, and the dutchy 
of Cornwall; whereas it does not appear to us, 
that a like sum of 100,000/. per annum; or even 



the revenues of the principality of Wales, hav* 
been yet settled on his present royal high- 
ness. - ' , ' 

8. " We cannot but be extremely appreben* 
sive of the many ill consequences which may 
follow from a grant of money to the crown, so 
ill grounded and so unreasonable as wecouceive 
this to be ? the advantage in favour of bis Ma- 
jesty, established by the t CiviUList Act, ia very 
great, since if the produce oft he revenues.gr ant- 
ed and appropriated to the use of the Civ*t-Li*t, 
does not answer the yearly sum ol 800,Q00i. the 
deficiency is to be made good to his Majesty By 
the public ; whereas no provision is made by 
which, jf the produce of these revenues exceed* 
tbe sum of 800,000/. the surplus shall accrue 
to tbe benefit of the public ; by this precedent, 
not only real deficiencies are to be made good, 
but supplies are to be given for arrears standing 
out at the end of. every year, which shall com* 
in before the supplies can be granted, though 
the supply given to make good arrears in one 
year will certainly increase the surplussages in 
another: when we consider the method which 
has obtained, of anticipating the revenues be- 
fore they come into the exchequer, contrary to 
the ancient and legal practice, when we reflect 
in what manner these accounts have been made 
up, and in what manner they have been brought 
, in, we cannot but apprehend that a door is 
opened by this precedent for laying mew and 
excessive charges on the nation : the revenues . 
appropriated to the uses of his Majesty's Civil- 
List are subject in their own nature to vary, 
and even when there is no deficiency in the pro- 
duce, there may be arrears in the receipt ; these 
arrears may easily be. increased by the manage* 
mentof designing ministers, by private directions 
to receivers, and by artful methods of stating ac- 
counts ; from 1 all which we cannot but appre- 
hend, that now this precedent is made, we may 
have frequent accounts of arrears, ami a grievous 
and even intolerable load may be brought on 
the nation in a short time ; and we are per- 
suaded that bis Majesty can have no satisfaction 
in finding his court abound in wealth, whilst he 
may undergo the mortification of seeing his 
people reduced to poverty ; neither can we 
conceive that the latter part of the clause is, in> 
any degree, an adequate provision against the 
evil we complain of, or the apprehensions we 
entertain ; for an account to be made up at his 
Majesty's demise will not prevent the conse- 
quences of this precedent during his fife ; "and 
as we hope that his reign will be long, so we 
may he allowed to fear that even during the 
continuance of it, this extraordinary method of 
increasing his Majesty's private revenue (already 
very ample) may prove a source of general dis- 
content, which is but too apt to produce gene- 
ral disaffection. — (Signed) Plymouth, Wil- 
loughby de Broke, Gower, Boyle, Ox- 
ford an 1 Mortimer, Northampton, Strak 
ford, Warrington, Coventry, Bathurst* 
Litchfield, Beaufort, Scarsdale,- Mont- 
joy,* 
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Protest against passing the Clause for grant- 
ing 1*5,000/. to the King.] May 12th. The 
Lords read the third time tne Bill above meii- 



inentioned : and the question being put, That 
the said BiH v do pass, it was resolved in the 
Affirmative. 

, u Dissentient* 
1. u Because, we conceive, there will accrue 
less detriment to the public, by rejecting this 
Bill, than agreeing to it with that part of the 
appropriation clause, which enacts the sum of 
115,000/. to be given to his Majesty for and 
upon account of arrears in his Civil List : since 
it would have been easy, had this Bill been re- 
jected, to have provided for the general appro- 
v priatiou oF the several aids granted in this ses- 
sion of parliament in some other manner. 

S. *• Because the revenue for defraying the 
expences of his Majesty's civil government being 
fconsiderably more ample than that of any of his 
predecessors, we flattered ourselves that the pub- 
lic would not have been called upon again in so 
short a time ; to make an addition to that liberal 
provision for the crown, though there had been 
some small df ficiency in some of the duties ap- 
propriated to the service of it; but this, in our 
opinion, is so far from being the case, that we 
are firmly persuaded, if we had agreed to this 
Bill, with that part of the clause, we should 
toave consented to a grant of a new aid, and not 
*to make good the deficiency of an old one, 
since it seems evident to us, that the produce of 
the Civil List funds, in the first year of his 
Majesty's reign, rather exceeded than fell 
short of 800,000/. even from those ac- 
counts delivered into the House, whrich, we 
oelieve, will be universally allowed to be free 
fronT any suspicion in favour of the people. 

3. " Because we look upon tins to be not 
only a grant of a new airT, but a grant made in 
such an irregular manner, without being de- 
manded by the crown, that it cannot but give 
us some reason to think, that however it may 
be wanted by the ministers, it may possibly not 
be desired by his Majesty. 

4. " Because the literal interpretation of 
part of the act for settling the Civil List Reve- 
nues On his Majesty, which was contended for, 
in order to justify that part of this clause to 
which we object, seems to us liable tq^ conse- 
quences very dangerous to the properties of all 
tne subject*, by putting it into the power of : 
those who have the management of the public , 

money, to give the crown a tifele to the,arrears-j greatest nicety and importance, have shewn 



Cable, and at times less unseasonable than this* 
'when, notwithstanding our most prevailing tne* 
ihods of negociation, the fate of Europe, as fat 
as we are enabled to judge, is* still iirsoapence, 
and we labour under difficulties that unavtrid* 
ably attend such a doubtful and undetermined 
situation of our affairs abroad; when the com* 
plaints of the people at home are general and 
loud, and, as we fear, "too wefl founded oto ac* 
Count of their poverty, 'and other calamities 
with which they have been long afflicted J and 
when, for that reason, it appears to us to be not 
only a proper clemency, but true policy too, to 
avoid giving them the least ground to appre* 
hen&that the parliament, by Ikying unnecessary 
burthens upon them, may itself become one of 
their grievances. 

7. " Because this attempt, when we consider 
it in all its circumstances,' as far as appears to 
us, is without example, and- we dread lest it 
should be made One, and laid hold of as a pre* 
cedent hereafter ; if ever the natt*m should 
have the misfortune to see a lavish, weak and 
rapacious ministry, armed with great* pottery 
desiroos to raise such extraordinary supplies, 
more in reality to support their own inconsi- 
derate and pernicious schemes, than the honour 
and dignity of the Crown.— (Signed) Scars- 
dalew Plymouth, Beaufort, Coventry; 
Oxford and Mortimer, Strafford,* Mont- 
joy, Boyle, Northampton, WrtioogWijr 
de Broke, Warrington, Litchfield, 
Gower, Bivthurst. w 

The King's Speech at the'Closeqf the Session J} 
May 14. , The King came to the House of" 
Lords with the usual state, and the Commons 
attending, bis Majesty gave t(ie royal assent |o 
several public and private Bills, and then made 
a Speech to both Houses* as follows : 

f My Lords and Gentlemen, 
M The season of the year, and the dispatch 
you' have given to the public business, make it 
proper for me to put an end to this session of 
parliament ; which I Cannot do without ex- 
pressing my satisfaction at the just regard jod 
nave shewn upon all all occasions, to my ho- 
nours and to the true interest of my people. 

" The prudence and temper, with which jott 
have proceeded at this critical conjuncture, 
have been very acceptable to me, and cannot 
fail of meeting with general approbation r your 
several determinations, upon matters of the 



of the Civil List Funds (though perhaps left on 
purpose in the hands of the receivers) and to a 
parliamentary supply for those very Arrears too. 
» 5. " Because the argument which was used 
for passing the clause, from the smallness of the 
sum, stems to us a much stronger reason why 
it shotild not be asked, than why it sbodld be 
granted. * 

6. *' Because, we observe, that whenever a 
supply for the Civil- List has been asked in. par- 
liament, it has caused -great uneasiness in the 
nation, though demanded from the Crown itself, 
and upon pretences, urour opinion, niorejusti- 



you not insensible of the difficulties we labour 
undeV, without suffering yourselves to be trans- 
ported, and carried into any unreasonable 
warmths and animosities. You have considered 
the losses of our merchants, with a becoming 
compassion and concern : and received their 
compmints in such a manner, as will best con* 
duce to the obtaining them justice and satisfho* 
tion ; and you may be assured, no endeavours 
shall be wanting, on my parr, to answer the es> 
pectations and wishes of my people. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
" The Supplies which yon bare granted nq$ 
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and so effectnaHy raised, in a manner the least 
borthensome to my subjects, are a new proof 
of your zeal, affection, and readiness to support 
toe in the defence and protection of the rights 
and privileges of roy kingdom. It is. a great 
Satisfaction to me to observe, that you 4iave 
been thus able to supply the necessary charges 
and ex peaces that have been unavoidably 
brought and continued upon us, and at the same 
time to make a farther progress in lessening 
and reducing the National Debt. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I have already ' acquainted you, tliat it 
being necessary for me. to visit my German do- » 
minions this year, I have determined to make 
the Queen regent here, during my absence; 
and I must, jn a particular manner, recom- 
mend it t<+ you all, to make her administration 
as easy as possible, by preserving the peace and 
quiet of the kingdom, in your several stations 
and countries ; and by endeavouring to discoun- 
tenance and restrain the vile and seditious 
practices of raising unjustr claafotfrs, and 
creating discontents in the minds of my people." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
parliament to the 22nd of July. It *as after- 
wards prorogued to the 13th of January. 

Pkincipal Occurrences itching the Re- 
cess.] All this time there was a total sixpence 
of all negotiations for peace, excepting those 
that were not ripe enough to be owned. The 
imperial first plenipotentiary still resided in 
France, in order to determine himseif accord- 
ing to the answer that was to come from Spain 
upon the duke de BournonvihVs arrival at the 
eonrtof Madrid ; and cardinal Fleury laboured 
' Tcry hard to keep all parties in~good humour. 
The apparent causes which this year carried his 
Majesty to Germany, were to contpromisesome 
ditferences that had happened between the re* 
gency of Hanover and his Prussian majesty, 
about a breach of the cartel subsisting between 
those two powers, by the Hanoverians detain- 
ing some Prussian subalterns and soldiers, as 
they were passing through the territories of 
Hanowr; but this affair was.made up, being 
referred to the duke of Saxe Gotha. 

Anotlier incident at this time happened in 
Germany,- which was. very 1 interesting to his 
Majesty. The duke of Meek I en berg had been 
deposed by tho emperor and the aulic council, 
from his duchy, for tyranny, cruelty, and other 
acts of contumacy, against his imperial majesty, 
and the administration of that duchy was con- 
ferred upon duke Christiatf Louis. r fhe late 
king, it seems, together with the duke of Wol- 
fenbuttej, had been intrusted with the execu- 
tion of some imperial decrees against the duke 
oFMecklemherg, which had run them into ex- 
penses, and having obtained a mortgage upon 
that duchy, they refused to part with \t f or with 
the cheat of its revenues ; at the same time they 
hinted to the dqfce-administrator, that he ought 
to be cautious how he accepted of the adminis- 
tration, that bad been conferred upon hkn. 
Though nothing could fee more reasonable than 
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this demand, the emperor pretending that it 
would render ineffectual the present adminis- 
tration of < the duchy, published a rescript, re- 
quiring the king of Great Britain and the duke 
of Wolfembuttel to desist from their claims, till 
they should be settled in an amicable manner. 
But this rescript had very little weight with 
those princes, and they returned an answer to 
i^ writing a letter the same time to the king of 
Prussia with the answer inclosed, and desiring 
that prince to concur' with them, in maintain-* 
ing the rights of the empire. 

But the great event, which this year struck 
all Europe, was the conclusion of the treaty of 
Seville, between the king of Great Britain and 
his Catholic majesty. ^Colonel Stanhope, after- 
wards earl of Harrington, Was allowed by all 
parties to understand foreign affairs the best 
of uny minister in England. Though em* 
ployed in most negotiations abroad, and trusted 
by the minister at home, yet such was his mo* 
deration, good sense, and integrity, that he was 
not considered as a party-man, and had few or 
no personal enemies. His master had given 
him very early marks of distinction and confi- 
dence, and seemed to have a pleasure in ad* 
vaucing his- fortune and dignity. He had this 
year been nominated ambassador extraordi- 
nary to his Catholic majesty, altogether with 
Mf. Keene, the British plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Madrid, had the management of thin 
treaty on the part of Great Britain; the "Spa- 
nish plenipotentiaries being the marquis de la 
Paz and don Joseph Patinho. < 

By the first article of this celebrated treaty, 
all former treaties and conventions between 
the two powers, are as amply confirmed, as if 
they had been there, word tor word. By the 
second article, the two kings guarantee each 
other's kingdoms; and in case of either of 
them being attacked, the other is to furnish the 
party so attacked, with 8,000 loot and 4,000 
•horse, the same to be furnished either in men, 
ships of war, dr transports, or money. The 
third article makes void all his Majesty's en- 
gagements by the treaty of Vienna, that could 
be prejudicial to the treaties between the two 
croWns, antecedent to the -year 1725. By the 
fourth article, rite commerce of Che English atni 
French nations, both in Europe and in the ladies, 
are to be restored to their former footing, and 
orders are instantly to be dispatched on art 
sides for that purpose. The fifth article obliges 
his Catholic majesty to moke reparation for all 
damages that bad been doneljy his subjects to 
ottoer contracting powers. The 6th, being of 
the utmost importance, and having been at- 
tended with great consequences and alterations, 
we shall give verbatim. 

" Commissaries shall be nominated with 
sufficient powers on the part of their Britannic 
and Catholic majesties, who shall assemble ttt 
the court of Spain, within the space of four 
months after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the present treaty, or sooner, if it emi be 
done, to examine and deckle what concerns* 
the ships and effects taken at sea on either 
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side; to the time specified io the preceding ar- 
ticle. The said commissaries shall likewise 
examine, and decide according to the treaties, 
the respective pretensions, which relate to the 
abuses that are supposed 'to have been com- 
mitted in commerce, as well in the Indies as in 
Europe, and all the other respective preten- 
sions in .America, founded on treaties, whether 
■with respect to the limits, or otherwise. The 
said commissaries shall likewise discuss and de- 
cide the preteusions which his catholic majesty 
may have, by virtue of the treaty of 1721, for 
the restitution of the ships taken by the English 
fleet in 1718. And the said commissaries, after 
having examined, discussed, and decided the 
abovesaid points and pretensions, shall make a 
report of their proceedings to their Britannic 
and Catholic majesties, who promise, that with- 
in the space of six months after making the said 
report; they will cause to be executed, punc- 
tually and exactly, what shall have been so 
decided by the said commissaries." 

the seventh article contains a stipulation of 
commissaries, to be appointed on the part of his 
roost Christian and Catholic majesties, for de- 
ciding all differences. The eighth article limits 
the time for the several commissaries finishing 
their commissions to three years. 

By the ninth article, 6900 of his Catholic 
majesty's troops are, without loss of time, to 

farri6on Leghorn, Porto Ferraro, Parma and 
'lacentia, which troops shall serve for the 
better securing and preserv ing of the imme- 
diate succession of the said states, in favour of 
the most serene infant doa Carlos, and to be 
Teady to withstand any enterprise and opposi- 
tion, Which might, be formed, to the prejudice 
of what has been regulated touching the suc- 
cession. 

By the tenth articje,.tbe contracting powers, 
arcto use the softest and most effectual means 
of persuading the dukes of Tuscany and Parma, 
that the garrisons might be quietly received ; 
and stipulating the taking of an oath to be 
faithful to the regnant powers, in every thing 
that shall not be contrary to the right of the 
succession, reserved to the most serene infant 
don Carlos. It is likewise stipulated, that the 
said garrison shall not meddle directly nor in- 
directly in the government, of the places where 
they are garrisoned, and render to the dukes of 
Tuscany and Parma, all the* honours' that are 
due to sovereigns in their own dominions. 

By the eleventh article, his Catholic majesty 
engages to withdraw his troops from the said 
garrisons, as soon as the said successions are 
quietly settled in the person of don Carlos his 
son. By the twelfth, article, the. contracting 
powers become guarantees . for don Carlos 
quietly possessing and enjoying the said states 
of Tuscany, Parma, and Placentia, after he has 
succeeded thereunto. 

By the thirteenth article, the kings of Eng- 
land and France promise to ratify and guaran- 
tee all the particular regulations that shall be 
Concerted be* ween bisCathblic majesty and the. 
two dukesof Tuscany and Parma, relating to the 



said garrisons. The 14th article stipulates, that 
the States General ofthe United Provinces shall, 
be invited to accede to the treaty, the ratifica- 
tions of which were to* be dispatched wkbia 
the space of six weeks a t, farthest. 

Besides these, there were two separate 
articles; the first, confirming the treaties of 
peace and commerce, concluded at Utrecht the 
18th of July and 9th of December, in the year 
1713, in which are comprised the treaty of 
1687, made at Madrid, and thecedulas therein 
mentioned, the fatter treaty made at Madrid 
the 14th of December, 1715, as also the parti- 
cular contract, commonly called the Assiento, 
for bringing negro slaves into the Spanish In- 
dies, which was made the 29th day of March, 
in the said year 171$, in consequence of the 
12th article of the treaty of Utrecht* and like- 
wise tlie treaty and declaration, touching that 
of the Assiento, made the $6tb of May 1716. 
The «nd separate article says, that ell ships, 
merchandise and effects, which sjiall not have 
been taken or f seized on account of unlawful 
commerce, and which shall., now be proved by 
authentic documents, to have been detained, 
seized, or confiscated, in the ports of Spain, 
either in Europe or in the Indies ; and namely, 
the ship Prince Frederic and her cargo, if they 
have not been restored already, shall be imme- 
diately restored, in the same kind as to those 
things which shall be found still remaining in 
that condition; or in default thereof the just 
and true value of them, according to their va- 
luation, which, If it was not made at the time, 
shall he regulated by the authentic informa- 
tions, which the proprietors shall exhibit to the 
magistrates of the places and towns, where the 
seizure is made. His Britannic majesty stipu- 
lates the same on his part, and all matters of 
controversy, not yet settled between the two na- 
tions, are to be left to the discussion of the 
commissaries, upon the footing of the treaties 
there abovementioned. 

Such were the contents of the famous treaty 
of Seville, which afterwards produced such at* 
tcrations as to the system of power in Europe, 
aided by the other events, which happened. 
This year, the French monarchy Received a 
great accession of strength and security, by the 
birth of a dauphin in September.* 



THIRD SESSION 

OF THE 

SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King's Speech on Opening the Se$$km.\ 
January 13, 1730. The Kiug came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
his Majesty made the following Speech to both 

Houses; 
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" Gentlemen of the House of Commons • 
" This will make a cqnsiderable saving in 
the expeuceof the current year, and I hope it 
will give a general satisfaction to my people, as 
it is a most sensible pleasure to me. The 
proper estimates shall be laid before you, and I 
make no doubt but you will grant me th*e ne- 
cessary supplies, and enable me to make good 
rav engagements with my allies, in such manner 
as shall be most effectual for the public service, 
and most easy to your fellow subjects. 

" You will see, by the Accounts that will be 
lain\before you, the* state, produce, and appli- 
cation of the Sinking Fund, as far as hath been 
hitherto directed by act of parliament ; and you 
will not fail to take into youY consideration the 
farther disposition of the growing produce : 
You are the best judges, whether the circumx 
stances of the Sinking Fund,- and of tjie Na- 
tional Debt, will as yet admit of giving ease* 
where' the duties are most grievous. I have 
the greatest regard for the Sinking Fund, and 
look with compassion upon the hardships of 
the poor artificers and manufacturers. I leave 
it to your determination, what may reasonably 
and with due caution be done upon this criti- 
cal consideration. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
" That we may receive the natural advan- 
tages of our present situation, I* must in the 
strongest manner recommend to you a perfect - 
unanimity among yourselves ; such as may en- 
tirely defeat the hopes of our enemies both at 
home and abroad : the groundless insinuations, 
cavils, and clamours of some few ill designing 
persons, to shake the steadiness of those powers 
who are already my Allies, or to hinder others 
from becoming so, will, by your unanimity, be 
rendered ineffectual ; and I desire that the afc 
fections of my people may be the strength of 
my government, as their interest has always 
been the rule of my actions and the object of 
my wishes." 1 



" My Lords and Gentlemen ; v 

It is with great satisfaction I acquaint you, , 
that we have at length extricated ourselves from 
the many difficulties and inconveniences that 
attended the uncertain state of affairs in Eu- 
rope, by having concluded an absolute peace 
with the crown of Spain. 

• " This negociation hath beert carried on, and 
finished, with a perfect union, harmony, and 
fidelity,* between me and my Allies, with no 
otherview but to prevent the miseries and con- 
fusion of a war, which if once kindled in Eu- 
rope, it Wad been as hard to know the end, as 
to determine the success of such a fatal event. 

• " As this Alliance is built upon, the founda- 
tion, and is agreeable to the purport and inten- 
tions, of former Treaties, without any altera- 
tions in the principal Articles, but such as tend 
to render more effectual, what the contracting 
powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before 
engaged: to see performed, it is 1 very justly to 
be presumed, that from this happv beginning, 
the great work, of a General Pacification, will 
$0011 be perfect, and complete., 

" But if, contrary to expectation, and in re- 
sentment of the present Engagements, any 
new troubles, although with little prospect of 
success, should be raised in Europe, to oppose 
or disappoint the. execution af them, I am 
confident I shall not want the support. and as- 
sistance of my parliament in so just a cause, 
which hath the joint concurrence of so many 
considerable powers, for the honour and credit 
ef the present measures, and their united 
strength, in maintenance of our mutual stipu- 
lations. * 

" In the mean time, I can assure you that I 
have made it my first care to consult the im- 
mediate interests of these my kingdoms, pre r 
ferable to any other consideration, and at the 
hazard of all other events. 

" All former Treaties and Conventions made 
with Spain, in favour of our Trade ami Naviga- 
tion, are renewed and confirmed ; not only a 
free and uninterrupted exercise of our com- 
merce, for the future, is restored ; but just and 
ampje restitution and reparation, for unlawYu] 
seizures and depredations, are expressly stipu- 
lated, and agreed to: In general, all rights, 
privileges, and , possessions, in any manner be- 
longing to me and my Allies, are solemnly re- 
established, confirmed and guaranteed, and 
not one concession is made to the prejudice of 
me or my subjects. 

" By this means, a foundation is laid for re- 
moving all former animosities and misunder- 
standings between the kingdoms of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain: and it is not at all to be doubt- 
ed, but that, by a faithful execution of our re- 
ciprocal engagements, a perfect friendship be- 
twixt the two nations, united by the common 
ties of mutual interest, may be more strongly 
established and cemented than ever. 

"And that my subjects might reap the 
earliest fruits of this advantageous peace, I gave 
orders for the immediate reduction of a great 
-Bomber of my Land-Forces, and for laying up 
sod discharging a great part of my Fleet. 



' JThe Lords 1 Address of Thanhs.'] The Lords 
agreed upon the following Address of Thanks, 
which was presented to his Majesty on 
the 14th: 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

" We your Majesty's mo$t dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to return the 
humble Thanks of this House for your Ma 
jesty's most gracious Speech from the throne. 

" We vhumbly congratulate your Majesty 
upon your safe and happy arrival in this king- 
dom, and are deeply sensible, that nothing 
could in any degree alleviate the loss we must 
ever suffer by your Majesty's absence from us, 
but the prudent and happy administration of 
the government by the Queen, in the most 
critical conjuncture of affairs, under your Ma- 
jesty's authority, and by your great example. 

" We want words to express our ^oy and 
gratitude in congratulating your Majesty on 
your having concluded an absolute Peace with 
the crown of Spain J and when we reflect upon 
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the tender ayd anxious concern your Majesty 
has shewn, during the whole course of the late 
uncertain state of affairs In Europe, we cannot 
but look . upon this happy event, as a public 
reward from heaven for your Majesty's love of 
your people. / ^ - 
" The earnest desire of your Majesty to pre- 
vent the miseries and confusion unavoidable in 
war, (the events of which are far removed from 
all human foresight, even under the conduct of 
the greatest princes) and at the same time 
your steadiness and resolution in continuing 
the necessary preparations, joined with a per- 
fect uniop and mutual fidelity between your 
Majesty and your allies, have at last surmount- 
ed all difficulties that stood in the way of our 
happiness. 

. u An Alliance built upon the foundation of 
former Treaties, and rendering more effectual 
What the contracting powers in I he Quadruple 
Alliance were before obliged to perform ; the 
confirming all former. Conventions made with 
Spain in favour of our trade ; the stipulating a 
just and ample restitution and reparation for 
unlawful seizures and depredations; and in 
general, the re- establishment and guarantee 
of all rights, privileges and possessions, in any 
manner belonging to your Majesty, or your 
, Allied, without any concession being made to 
ihe prejudice of your Majesty, or your sub- 
jects^ are conditions iritirely agreeable to the 
true interest of Great Britain, equal even to 
those we might have expected after a prospe- 
rous war, as the. fruits of victories, if your 
Majesty's unwearied labours for peace had 
• been unsuccessful. 

" We have the greatest reason to believe, 

(bat a general pacification " ill be the couse- 
qaence of this, happy beginning; for your 
jVIajesty, having no ambition but to defend the 

honour and rights of this nation, to see our 

trade flourish, and to reign over a happy and 

willing people, is ever averse to war : and, on 

the other side, so just a cause, supported by 

the united strength of so many considerable 

allies/joined |n interest for the tranquillity of 

Europe, will incline other powers to peace. 

This, we hope, will produce an universal ap- 
probation of the present engagements. But' 

as your Mejesty^s first care has been to consult 

the immediate interests of these your king- 
. doms, preferable to any other considerations, 

and at the hazard of all other events ; if con- 
trary to expectation, and in resentment of these 

measures, any new troubles should be raised in 

Europe, to oppose or disappoint the execution 

of them, the same justice, gratitude and honour 

which have hitherto influenced us, must make 

Us exert ourselves to the utmost to support and 

-$ssUt your Majesty. 

" Your Majesty, by the immediate reduction 

of a great number of your Land Forces, and 

the laying up a great pvtpf the Fleet, has 

fta&wn how ua willing you was to suffer any 

time |o intervene between the conclusion of 

tjne Jtoace, and letting your subjects see tfee 



obligation upon us to^lace the gre&te* trust 
and confidence in youf Majesty, wtan we find 
by experience, that our iniutary preparation* 
are made only when, the public necessities catt 
upon your Majesty to defend your kingdom** 
and are laid aside the very instant that ^ur 
safety will admit of it. 

*' The unanimity among ourselves, which 
your Majesty is graciously pleased to J&ecoo** 
mend to us, is one pf the least returns we 
ought to make for these bles>ings procured for 
us: your Majesty has completed the wishes 
of all your good subjects, and the*4espajr of 
the had : you have obviated all the groundless 
cavils and clamours, which even malice itself 
could invenb ; so that the insinuations of any 
considerable remnant of faction, which may be 
yet in being, will have as little appearance of 
veracity abroad, as of duty, loyalty, or love of 
their country at home ; and will serve only to 
excite us all to act with the greatest zeal and 
harmony, so as to make, your government as 
easy and happy for your Majesty, aft it in 
for us." • 

The King's Answer.] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer : 

" My Lords; 
" I thank you for this dutiful and loyal 
Address. I doubt not but my subjects will 
reap great* advantage from the Treaty^ con- 
cluded with Spain; and a faithful execution 
of all that is stipulated in their favour, shall 
be my principal care ; to /which nothing will 
contribute more effectually, trban the -strops 
and affectionate assurances ,you give we of 
your support and assistance, in case any 
power should, in resentment of these measures 
I have taken, endeavour to raise new troubles." 

The Commons 9 Address of Thanks.] Woe* 
the Commons returned to the House, sir Ro- 
bert Walpoje laid before them the Treaty of 
Seville, and the Court Party moved for a verj 
particular anrl loyal Address of Thanks to the 
throne, almost in the very terms of the Speech. 
This motion was made by lord Fitzwilliams, but 
opposed by the Country Party, Who were for 
saying no more than " to assure his Majesty of 
the steady and zealous attachment of the House 
to his royal person, government and family; 
and that the House would effectually support 
his Majesty in all measures which shall be ac- 
cessary for the honour and dignity of his crown, 
and for the interests and welfare of h^ people. 

In support of this alteration and emission, 
'many severe things were said of the Treaty, 
which had been made. public for some tune* 
Sir John Hind Cotton, a sharp, severe, but not 
a weighty speaker, was generally looked upon 
as one of the chief Torjes in the Hojuse, and 
was always ready to join in every , measure of 
opposition to the Court. lie said, that tin* 
ministry had imposed, upon his NMfslj in call- 
ing, the peace an absolute one; paca^fe, tkfi 
most important intefesUvOf pr<?atflrijtain mftp 
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tamed, that the peace was absolute, ami that 
no difficulties cooM happen in the execution of 
it, unless the Spaniards and other powers were - 
#ncour*ged to raise them' by the dissent ions 
that might happen at home. Many other 
Speeches were, made on both sides ; bat the 
question being pot for the above words to be 
left out, it was resolved in the affirmative by a 
majority of 263 against 129. The Address first 
moved for was then carried up to his Majesty, 
apd was as follows : 

u Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
*' We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament assembled, return your Majesty our 
most humble Thanks for your most gracious 
Speech from the Throne. 

* We cannot omit -taking this first opportu- 
nity to congratulate your Majesty upon your 
feappy return into these kingdoms : The jost 
and prudent administration of the government 
during your Majesty's absence by the Queen 
your royal consort, ruling by your authority, 
and governing by your example, could alone 
compensate for the want of your royaJ pre- 
sence and auspicious influence "among us. 

" The welcome news of your* Majesty's hav- 
ing concluded an absolute Peace with the 
crown of Spain, effected »by a perfect union, 
harmony and "fidelity between your Majesty 
and your allies, filled the hearts of all your 
good people with inexpressible joy and satisfac- 
tion ; and we should be wanting in duty to 
jrour Majesty, in justice to ourselves, and not 
answer the expectations of those we represent, 
if we did not approach your Majesty upon this 
happy occasion with hearts full of duty and 
gratitude, and with the strongest acknowledg- 
ments of your Majesty's goodness, wisdom and 
resolution ; your wisdom ana 1 resolution, in not 
suffering yourself to be diverted by any false 
and malicious clamours and insinuations, from 
Steadily pursuing the great and desirable work 
of giving Peace to your people ; your gbodness 
in consulting the immediate interests of these 
your kingdoms, preferable to all other con- 
siderations, and ap the hazard of all other 
events. 

" This must convince tke world of your Ma- 
jesty's paternal jcare and tender regard for 
your British dominions,' when we see all former 
treaties made in favour of our trade and com- 
merce, and for the" security of the rights, privi- 
leges, and possesses belonging to your Ma- 
jesty renewed and confirmed 4 when we see the 
crown of Spain under new and fresh obliga- 
tions to your Majesty, n6t only to permit to 
your subjects a free and uninterrupted exercise 
of their trade and commerce for the future, but 
to make just and ample restitution and repara- 
tion for all former unlawful seizures and depre- 
ciations. * ♦ 

, 44 iPhe extension of former engagements, 
without any material alterations in the princi- 
pal articles from the' purport and intentions of 
former treaties, in onler to obtain tbftse great 

VOL.V1IL, 



— Thi "tomtko*? Address of^thankst (i% 

aneftruly valuable advantages, without one con- 
cession made to the prejudice of your Majesty 
or your subjects, is a consideration, that to re- 
ject, had been losing tlje faires^opportunity to 
recover the ancient freedom and liberty of 
trade and commerce to these kingdoms ; and 
not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is stipu- 
lated on your Majesty's part to secure a reci- 
procal performance from your Majesty's allies, 
of the engagements they have entered into, 
would be abandoning the particular interests 
and properties of your Majesty's trading sub- 
jects ; and to expose the trade and commerce 
of this nation to all the hazards and uncertain* 
ties, which they have so long laboured under. * 
" These blessings,, secured to us, will suffir 
ciently compensate all iuconveniencies that can 
attend the performance of your Majesty's env 
gagements: And as it is justly to b*e presumed, 
that a general pacification and tranquillity in 
Europe will be the consequence of the present 
Treaty, the prospect of seeing this soon com- 
plete and perfected adds greatly to onr satis- 
faction. 

" But if, contrary to expectation, and Jn re- 
sentment to your Majesty's just and prudent 
measures, any new troubles should be raised in 
Europe, to oppose or disappoint the execution 
of the present engagements, we think ourselves 
obliged by the strongest ties *of duty, affection,, 
and gratitude, to assure your Majesty, that we 
will stand by and support your Majesty against 
all insults and indignities that shall be offered 
to your Majesty, and that we will" enable you 
to make good your engagements with your 
allies. 

"The immediate reduction of So considera- 
ble a part of your forces by sea and land, upon 
the first notice of the confirmation of the peace, 
is another instance of- your Majesty's Care ana 
attention to the ease and welfare of your> peo- 
ple ; and the recommending to our considera- 
tion the state of the Sinking Fund, in so graci- 
ous and condescending a manner, obliges us to 
proceed with all possible caution and prudence 
in an affair of that nicety and importance, 
where the earliest discharge of the National 
Debt on one hand, and the hardships of the 
poor artificers and manufacturers on the other, 
require the greatest regard, and deserve the 
most mature deliberation. 

" From a due sense of these many proofs of 
your Majesty's unwearied endeavours to con- 
sult the happiness of your people, we think 
ourselves obliged to assure your Majesty, that 
this House will, by the best and most easy 
methods, effectually raise the necessary sup-* 
'plies for the service of the current year; and 
by a proper zeal and concern for the honour 
of your Majesty, the public tranquillity, and 
Jibe good of your people, defeat the vain expec* 
tations of such ill-designing persons, who may 
flatter themselves with the hopes of being able, ( 
by groundless insinuatfons, cavils and clamours^ 
to shake the steadiness -of those powers who* 
are already allies to your Majesty, or to .hinder 
•thers from becoming s&* *■-< 
V 3D 
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'Hie Kingi Antwerp To the above Address, 
ilia Majesty gave this Answer : 

w Gentlemen, 

w I return you my thanks for this very affec- 
tionate and loyal Address. The assurances 
you have given me, and the support of my par- 
liament in enabling me to make good my en- 
gagements with my allies, will, I promise my- 
self, greatly contribute towards settling the ge- 
neral pacification of Europe. - 

" You may be assured, that the confidence 
you tepose in me shall never be made use of, 
but for preserving the public tranquillity, for 
maintaining the rights and interests of my 
people, and in vindication of my honour and 
dignity." 

Debate in the Common* concerning the Num- 
let of the Land Forces.] Jan. 28. The Com* 
toons, in a grand committee on the Supply, 
took into consideration the charge of the Land 
Forces for the service of the year 1730, and 

Mr. Henry Pelham, Secretary at War, 
moved, " That the number of effective men for 
guards and garrisons in Great Britain, Jersey 
and Guernsey, with 1,850 invalids andS 555 
snen, for the six independent companies in the 
Highlands, be 17,709 men, commission and 
Bon>-coinmi$sioJi officers included." 

This motion was seconded by sir William 
Yonge, but was opposed by Mr. Pulteney and 
lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the num- 
ber to 12,000 men, Mr. Pelham in support o£ 
hit motion, having urged, That every reduction 
which hath* been made within these 16 years, 
has been attended with some ill consequence 
or other, which soon after forced us upon a 
more considerable ex pence; and that it would 
be necessary to continue that number, if they 
consulted the preservation of the government 
itself. 

, Mr. Shipptn hereupon stood up, and spoke 
as follows : • • ^ 

♦ Mr, Speaker; 

After the -debates we have bad on this sub- 
ject for many years successively, it is hardly 
possible to offer any thing new ; and repeti- 
tion, if I may judge by myself, is as disagree- 
able to those that speak, as it can be to those 
that hear. However, a total silence at tins 
time would mis-become me, who too often 
trouble you on occasions of less importance, 
when you are going to put a question, that 
tends directly towards the establishment of nn 
army in Great Britain, which I hope will never 
be so far Germanised, as tamely to submit to a 
oiilitaty government. 

I wilt not insinuate, that the honourable per- 
son who made the motion, did it rather to com- 
ply with the obligations of his office, from 
whence the army estimates are brought into 
the House, than out of any conviction that the 
troops demanded are necessary for the service 
Of tne year, because he declares otherwise : 
end as we are all supposed to act here without 
tafluence, so we must not suspect, that he ever 
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. countenanced, those almost i rresistib le jo**» 

which ray new ally on the Aoor [Mr* W* BJJ 
owns attended the war-office in his uute^wnd 
.which he believes now attend aH efficea c^Or 
cerned in the public expences. But I will jo* 
sist, that this motion is a flat negative to- thai 
Address, for which be voted the first day of this 
session ; nod it plainly implies a distrust of the 
validity of the Treaty of Seville, which Jse. then 
assured us would immediately produce ail the 
blessings of an Absolute peace, and. deliver us 
not only from the apprehensions, but from the 
inconveniences of -a war. Now he is pleased 
to change his language, and endeavour to per* 
suade us, that we ought not to make aoy re* 
duction of our Land Forces ; because oos cirr 
cumstances have been such for 16 years past, 
that whenever any reduction has been made, 
some thing happened which soon occasioned^ an 
increase of troops and expences. 

If we were to allow him this last sort of rear 
soning, in opposition to bis former, it would 
prove too much ; it would prove, that we have 
no other cause to rejoice at the late reduction, 
for which we have humbly thanked hb Ma- 
jesty, than that it was so small ; ic would prove, 
that notwithstanding our famous and suecestc 
fill negotiations, we are like to remain in the 
same condition, and under the same difikuU 
ties, we have been for 10 years together.. Bat 
to pass over these remarks, the late reduction 
was very fallacious, and looked as if those, 
who had the direction of it, were not heMtelf 
inclined to get rid of our growing military 
power, or to return to the free etercise of our 
civil government. Nay, we have just heard if 
laid dqwn for doctrine, that though our geK 
vernment is not military, though an aiiny fS 
not part of our constitution, yet it will be net 
cessary to continue our present army of near 
18,000 men for many years longer, on account 
of the government's consulting its own preser- 
vation. , 

Sir, the principle of self-preservation will last 
as long as persons and governments themsejvo 
subsist, and is an argument that may be con? 
stnntly renewed ; that may be urged ad injini- 
turn. But I am so far from admitting this ar- 
gument in its full extent, tfiot I cannot admit 
it in any degree, as applied to the present ques- 
tion; For 1 it 'does not appear to me, that. wt 
can have occasion, even this year, fur aU the 
troops demanded, considering the ^lorioes 
scene of affairs, which the honourable eentle* 
man says is Opened to ns^and to all Europe: 
they are not necessary, I suppose, to awe Spam 
into a firm adherence to its own treaty: tbey 
are not necessary, to force the emperor - into aft 
immediate accession : nor are they, in any 
sort, necessary, for tne safety of his Majesty^ 
person and government. ; - - 

Force and violence are the resort of usurpers 

and tyrants only. 1 perceive some aeskfos 

men take offence at my words, and . therefore, 

• Mr. William . Pulteney, Secretariat Wet 
from Sept. 87,1714, » April 10/1717. 
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that ttey isay not %e intseonstrued, I wfll re- 
peat thero.*^— I assert then, it is a grounded 
m axial in civil science, that force ami violence 
a*e the resort of usurpers and tyrants only ; be- 
gs u n ac they are, with good reason, distrustful of 
ffete people, whom they oppress ; and because 
tbey have no other security for the continuance 
of their unlawful and unnatural dominion, 
than what depends entirely on the strength of 
their armies. 

> : But it is the peculiar happiness and glory of 
Great Britain to be blessed with a Prince, who 
wants no such support ; who reigns absolute in 
the hearts of his subjects; who prefers their 
ease and interest to the lustre ana grandeur of 
his crown; who sets them a pattern of pru- 
dence and wisdom; whose royal goodness 
would be offended with continuing any tax, or 
any burthen upon them, but what is requisite to 
supply the immediate occasions and necessities 
of his government. 

For these reasons, Sir, I cannot assent to the 
question. But, before 1 conclude, give me leave 
to say, there is an article in the Estimate under 
your consideration, which I readily allow, in 
the midst of all my frugality; though I must 
at the same time own, with those gentlemen 
who dispute k, that it is a new item, and an 
additional article to the Estimate of the last 
year, I mean the Salary of 2001. for the Physi- 
cian of the Tower : for no person, who shall 
hereafter have the misfortune to be confined 
there, on any account whatsoever, should want 
proper assistance in case of sickness. Mem- 
bers of this House have been frequently seat 
thither, and for very different reasons. Some 
for speaking freely, * others for acting corrupt- 
ly. Now, as it is uncertain of what denomina- 
tion the member, or any other gentleman may 
be, who shall next be committed to that State- 
Ptisan, let us give an instance of our -general 
compassion, and not grudge so trifling a sum 
for so charitable a purpose.* 

AFt^r tte the question bein^ put on Mr. 
PelhanVs motion, it was carried in the Affirma- 
tive; apd it was farther resolved, "That the 
siira,of t23,082/. be granted for the Charge of 
$e *aid if ,709 men." 

Detmtoin the Lords an the Treaty qf Seville.] 
Jan. 97. The Lords, according to order, pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration the Treaty 
of peace, union, friendship and mutual defence 
between his Majesty and the most Christian 
King, and the king of Spain, concluded at Se- 
ville the Oth of November, N. S. 1729, with 
tbe separate Articles thereunto belonging: 
And the same being aead by the clerk. 

Lord BoMnnr moved, That the 5th Article 
•f tbe Quadruple Alliance might be read, which 
being done his lordship moved for the following 
question, ** Thafcthe Agreement in tbe Treaty 
etISeville toseenre the Succession of Don Car- 
los to the duchies of Tuscany, Parma and 
Haceatia, with Spanish Troops, £ a manifest 
is tf If nin j i* i,. ■ ■ .. 

. .SHI*, See vol. 7, p. 511. « 



violation of tbe 5th Article of the Quadruple 
Alliance; tends to involve this nation in a' 
dangerous and expensive war ; and te destroy 
the balance of power in JBurope." * 

The Lord Townshend spoke against the ques- 
tion, and observed, Thai; it was allowed by 
friends and foes, and his Majesty had acquired 
great' honour in making the Treaty of Serilte : 
that it was a reproach on our Allies to insi- 
nuate they bad acted otherwise than in friend- 
ship with us : that the word 1 Violation* in the 
question could not be applied to vdk Treaty : 
and his Lordship added, That in Ms bb*^ " 
the question tended only to encourage toL 
perer to stand out, and to provoke tW£ 
of Spain, therefore he hoped it would not ^ 

Then the question being put on tbe said mo-, 
tion, it passed in the Negative by 86 against 
31. > 

Then it was moved to resolve, u That one 
right of sovereignty, dominion, possession, and, 
claim to Gibraltar and the island of Minorca ia 
not ascertained by the Treaty of Seville, so as 
to extinguish the claims and pretensions set 
up by tbe Spaniards, which were followed hj| 
an actual siege* since the cession of those vaa 
luable places by the Treaty of Utrecfct." After 
debate, the question was put thereupon, and 
resolved in tbe negative: Contents 31, Net* 
contents 85. >v»l* 

1 r~ . i. i , * 

* « Nothing could be a greater proof of she ' 
infatuation that people may be under front 
party prejudices, than the treatment which 
this negotiation met with all over the kingdura* . 
The ministry, it must be acknowledged, io 
concluding it, had chiefly in their eye the pre*, 
nervation of the public tranquillity, by which 
England was every day making iminense acquis 
sit ions of wealth and couameroe. But/this was 
a conduct very distant from, and destructive*^ 
the views of the Opposition, .who knew (hat 
the ministry never could be shaken but hi a 
time of war or public commotion. The minis- 
try , on the other band, treated the opposition 
thev met with, too supw&ously within doors; 
and too incautiously without. Secure of their 
own numbers in the House of Commons, and 
conscious that the opposition, was carried on 
only from views of interest, and ambition* they 
did not enter into that length and solemnity; ef 
debate that was necessary either for the <w 
viction or conversion of the few who opposed 
them from principle only. . In short, matt*** 
were rather carried by dividing then debating! 
Many noblemen and gentlemen of great i and 
independent fortunes, took this method of pi<*» 
ceeding amiss, and resented it by voting against 
the ministry. This gave the public suchfuafa- 
vourable impressions of his Majesty Vmee*ur*a> . 
that nothing either spoken or wrote for the nuV 
nisty, had a fair bearing. It must be owned ai 
the same time, that, those prepossessions were 
in a great measure owing to the weakness- of 
the ministerial advocates without doors* who 
in general were the very worst pens tyat money 
or favour could procure." Tindal. 
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Then it was moved, " That an fumble Ad- 
dress he presented to his Majesty, that be .will 
be graciously pjeased to order to be laid be- 
fore the House, a Copy of the Orders and In- 
structions given to sir George Byng, now lord 
viscdunt Torrington, who commanded the Fleet 
in the Mediterranean in the year 1718." But 
the question being put thereupon, it was re* 
solved in the negative. 

Then it was proposed to resolve, " That the 
Stipulations in the Treaty of Seville for the re- 
pairing the Losses of the Merchants, are in- 
sufficient aud precarious. And the question 
"being put upon the said proposition, it was re- 
solved in the negative ; Contents 30, Not-con- 
tents 79. 

♦ The Duke of Devonshire moves the House to 
declare their Approbation of the said Treaty.] 
Then the duke of Devonshire moved to re- 
solve, " That the said Treaty of Seville does 
Contain all necessary stipulations for maintain- 
ing and securing the honour, dignity, rights and 
possessions of this crown ; and that all due care 
is taken therein for the support of the trade of 
this kingdom, and for repairing the losses suf- 
fered by jthe merchants." 

Protest against it.] After debate, the ques- 
tion was put thereupon, and it was resolved in 
the affirmative, by 72 against 30. 

* " Dissentient*, 
- f? Because, we think, this question, from the 
debate as well as from tbe import of the ques- 
tion itself was- designed as a justification of tbe 
. whole Treaty, which appearr to us neither to 
he solid, hottourahley nor advantageous for the 
following reasons : < 

U " Because we know not whether all the 
•treaties and conventions concluded between 
England and Spain may be, in every article of 
them so beoeiciai to as, as to be fit to be again 
oenirmed and renewed. 

9. " Because, as we think it extremely dif- 
ficult to examine with requisite nicety, how 
advaiitagooosevory treaty and convention be- 
tween Gieot Britain and Spain nay be to us, 
so we think it absurd to pretend to judge of any 
iuiare agreement ; and therefore we think it 
very extraordinary, and apprehend k may be 
of very ili consequence to be bound, as we are 
by this Treatyy to ratify and guarantee wbat^ 
over agreement shall he made between die king' 
of Spain and the dukes ol Tuscany and Parma, 
ooncerning the garrisons once established in 
their countries. 

. 3. " Because the obligations on our mer- 
chants to otake proof of the justice of their de- 
mands, for their losses at the court of Spain, is, 
in our opinion a hardship upon them, and not 
Jbonourahle for the nation ; and we are per- 
suaded those unfortunate gemijjfioen will under- 
take so troublesome and expensive a journey 
wiuh the less chearfnhtess, because they may 
leer their claims are likely to be counter- 
balanced by Others from the Spaniard*; and after 
attthey have only the slender comfort of hoping, 
if they think there is any room for them so hope, 



to get that redress hy , comuHssarioSf which the jr 
bavepot hithextoheooiable^to obtain bypleotpa- 
tentiaries. * ■ ■ T . 

4. " Because we are obliged *o assist in ef- 
fectuating the introduction of 6,000 Spanish 
troops into the towns of Tuscany and Paxma, 
without specifying the methods we are to take, 
or charge we are to be at, in giving that assist- 
ance ; so that, for ought we know, we may be 
liable to an endless trouble -and unlimited ex- 
pence to compass what, if ejected, cannot, in 
our opinion, be of any advantage to us, but, as 
we fear, may prove most prejudicial . and do- 
structiye. 

5. " Because we oblige ourselves to gua~ 
rantee for ever, not only to don Carlos, but 
even to all his successors, tbe right io, and pos- 
session of the estates of Tuscany and Par ma ; 
which we think is a stipulation of . so extensive 
a nature, that we can hardly see wo are ever 
like to be exempted from the disputes and 
quarrels it may too probably draw upon us. 

o\ " Because this Treaty differs from the 
Quadruple Alliance, upon w hich it is pretended 
to be chiefly founded, in some points that 
seemed to be thought essential by ourselves, as 
well as by. the kings of France and Spaio > as 
far as we can judge by the stipulations of 
former alliances, particularly in that of intro- 
ducing Spanish troops instead of neutral into 
Tuscany and Parma, and by stipulating that 
those, troops shall remain there till don Carlos 
and his successors are secure and exempt from 
all events ; which, from the nature and extent 
of human foresight, we think, tbe warmest ad- 
vocates for the Treaty must allow is in effect to 
say, they are to remain there for ever. 

7. " Because tlie alterations in this Treaty, 
from that of the Quadruple Alliance, are made 
not only without the consent of tbe Emperor, 
but we fear he will interpret k, siooe he basnet 
the compliment paid him of being invited into 
it, almost in defiance of him ; aud if this, treat- 
ment of him should unhappily alienate his 
friendship from us, we think we should, as good 
Englishmen, have great reason to lament the 
loss of such an ancient, powerful and faith- 
ful ally. 

8 u Because we apprehend that there is an 
artful omission, throughout, the whole treaty, of 
any plain and express stipulation to secure to 
us our right to Gibraltar and Minorca, ; which, 
however willing we are to attribute it .rather 
to the superior skill of the Spanish managejv, 
than to any want of zeal tor their country in 
our own, is an error that we fear will leave oar 
possession of those important places too babse 
to future cavils ; and we think the Spaniards, 
could not, with the least plausible pretence of 
reason, have refused Jo ascertain our indubita- 
ble right to them, in as strong and explicit 
terms as we have declared ourselves -guaran- 
tees of the right* . possession^ trano^Uity and 
quiet of the Italian dominions allotted to Don 
Carlos and his successors, since we have had the 
complaisance to admit the Spaniards to discuss 
their pretensions for: tbe restitution of the ships 
% 
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them, as it can be pretended ours is to Gibral 
tar and Minorca, by those general words that 
renew and con (km all former treaties. 

9. " Because his Majesty himself, by his 
speech from the throne, seems not entirely free 
from apprehensions of new troubles being still 
likely to arise in Europe, even in resentment of 
the present engagements; and if he thought 
this peace had settled the public tranquillity 
upon a lasting foundation, we are confident his 
paternal goodness would have inclined him, by 
a farther reduction of troops, to have given 
more ease to his people, who have long groan- 
ed under the heavy burthen of taxes, almost 
insupportable, and of a large standing army, 
and have had all their grievances increased by 
a pernicious interruption of late of that flou- 
rishing commerce, without which they can 
neither be happy at home nor respected abroad. 

10. " Because it appears to us, after the 
most mature consideration of all particulars, 
that we are much farther obliged than we were 
before, and than we think we ever ought to be, 
to meddle in disputes about territories at a 
great distance from us, and in which our na- 
tional interest seems no way concerned ; and 
since one of the principal contracting parties 
in that alliance upon which this is built, is not 
only left out of it, but, as we think, there is 
reason to believe extremely disobliged by it ; 
and since it seems impossible to make the in- 
troduction of Spanish troops into Tuscany and 
Parma, even by the most prevailing applica- 
tion we can use, consistent wkh the dignity 
and quiet of those princes whose towns they 
are to garrison; we own ourselves, upon the 
whole, incapable of discerning either the 
equity or policy of this treaty, which we fear 
will not enable us either to recover what we 
have lost, or long to preserve quietly and undis- 
turbed what we yet possess; and which, we 
fear, instead of extricating us out of those dif- 
ficulties that we have of late been involved in, 
and which have been owing in a great mea- 
sure, in our judgment, to the incapacity of 
those ministers, by whose counsels we have 
been entangled in *a labyrinth of unnecessary, 
if not prejudicial treaties and engagements, 
will probably be the melancholy occasion of 
fresh disturbances, and bring upon us, already 
too much impoverished, the misery and con- 
fusion of a war, which if once kindled, we are 
convinced, it will be as difficult to know the 
end, as to determine the success of such a fatal 
event. (Signed) Scarsdale, Beaufort, Gower, 

Bedford, Thanet, Auglesea, Coventry, 
Huntingdon, Bruce, Boyle, Bathur&t, 
Foley, Bridgewater, Plymouth, Straf- 
ford, Northampton, Abingdon, Warring- 
ton, Montjoy, Aylesford, Middleton, 
Bristol, Willoughby de Broke, Oxford 
and Mortimer." 

Tlx Lords' Address of Thanks for, and Ap- 
probation of the Treaty of Seville.-] January 



29. The Lards voted the following Address of 
Thanks for the Treaty of Seville : 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, t lie Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament ass«*)bled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majesty our most hearty thanks for 
your most gracious condescension in laying 
the Treaty of Peace, Union, and Friendship, 
lately concluded at Seville, before this House. 

" And we beg leave to declare to your Ma- 
jesty, that the said Treaty doth, in our opinion, 
coptain all necessary stipulations for maintain- 
ing and securing the honour, dignity, rights, 
and possessions of this crown; and that all 
due care is taken therein for the support of the 
trade of this kingdom, and for the repairing 
the losses suffered by the merchants." 

The King's Answer.] His Majesty's An- 
swer was as follows : 

" My Lords; 
u I am glad the Treaty which I ha\*e,in con- 
junction with my allies, concluded with Spain, 
is so entirely to your satisfaction. By a punc- 
tual execution of our mutual engagements we 
shall establish a firm and lasting friendsi.jp 
with that crown, which will be of great ad- 
vantage to the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom." 

Debate in the Commons on the hill for pro- 
hibiting Loans to Foreign Powers.] 'Feb. 24. 
A Bill, « To prevent any Persons, his Majesty's 
Subject*, or residing within this kingdom; to 
advance any sum of money to any Foreign 
Prince, State, or Potentate, without having 
obtained Licence from his Majesty, under his 
Privy Seal, or some greater authority/ was 
read a second time, in which, inter alia, was 
the following Clause, viz. 'That the king be 
! empowered by Proclamation, which shall take 
4 place within a limited time, to prohibit all 
'such Loans of money, jewels or bullion ; and 
c this Prohibition to continue a limited time, 
' under limited forfeitures and penalties, unless 
< dispensed with by the crown ; that the At- 
' torney General be empowered by English 
' Bill in the Court of Exchequer, -to compel 
1 the effectual discovery on oath of any such 
1 Loans, and that m default of an Answer to 

* any such Bill, the court shall decree a limited 

* sum against the defendant, refusing to answer. 
1 Provided that this Act do not extend to pro- 
4 hibit any Subscriptions to the Public Funds, 

* or Trading Companies of foreign kingdoms/ 
Hereupon , 

Sir Robert Watpole* stood up, and endea- 
, I ~_ 

* 44 Although the Tories had hitherto joined 
the discontented Whigs in their attacks against 
the minister, yet their coalition had never been 
hearty and sincere. They formed a separate 
body ; and as they did not amount to less than 
one hundred and ten members, they considered 
themselves, both from their superior numbers 
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▼ottsad to shew that such a bill was always tight 
and necessary ; that all possible care had been 
taken in drawing; this bill to obviate every 
objection, to avoid every inconvenience; that 
as to any exception which gentlemen possibly 
might make to the frame of it as it now stands, 
lie conceived they would properly come under 
consideration when the bill was committed ; 
that any reasonable alterations might be regu- 
larly offered and agreed to in such a committee ; 
and therefore he moved, " That the bill might 
be committed to a committee of the whole 
House, on the 4th of March." But this was 
opposed by 

Mr. Daniel Pulteney who declared. That 
this being the second time of reading this bill, 
he thought it was proper to give his opinion : 
and that after having considered it fully, be 
neither approved it on the whole or in any part, 
fyt it would entirely prove ineffectual to all tbe 
purposes proposed ; it could not possibly an- 
swer good ends, and it would certainly produce 
very bad ones ; he thought it won Id be a 
restraint upon commerce, a restraint of a dan- 
gerous nature; he bad heard all the mer- 
chants in general complain of its tendency, 

tber to give than receive an impulse from the 
other parts of the. minority. They did not 
therefore cbuse to pay that regular attendance 
in parliament, which a constant and uniform 
warfare repaired from all those who, however 
differing in many points* were united in that 
O&^istressing the minister. But in the session 
lafcieb opened in 1730, a regular and systematic 
plan was formed by Bulingbroke, and carried 
into execution tyr means ot his address and ac- 
tivity* His connection nit h Pulteney, as the 
ymv uvtoager of the Craftsman, gave him an 
vgjtmncft^&r the Whigs; and his intimacy 
with sir William Wyndbam, secured to him the 
acquiescence of the Tories. He had persuaded 
tbe whole body, that notwithstanding the sig- 
nature of the convention at Pardo, a peace 
with Spam still . met with insuperable difficulties. 
That Philip bad not relinquished his demand of 
Gibraltar ; that the Spanish depredations would 
still continue to be committed with impunity : 
thafc the British commerce with Spain would 
either be suspended or annihilated. Measures 
v^ee therefore concerted to call the ministers 
tnancpeot for their supineness and pusillanimity. 
The elamonrs thus excited, extremely popu- 
lar in a nation jealous of its honour, and 
anxious to secure ks commercial advantages, oc- 
casioned great discontents, as well amongst the 
friends as the enemies of tbe minister. 

"Although the conclusion of the treaty of 
Seville, which was , highly favourable to tbe 
commercial interests lofBngland, and honorable 
to htr national glory, disconcerted opposition, 
and overset the schemes of Bolingbroke in this 
particular, yet he Was too able not to form 
another plan of attack. Having made a coali- 
tion between tbe discordant parties in tbe mi- 
nority, and appointed a general muster in parr 
httntjpt, he still cenimued to animate the mass 



and he wished they might not feel it in a vevy 
grievous manuer : That by tknytng this liberty 
to all the people of England, by restraining 
all loans or assistance ot money to princes aod 
powers abroad, we made Holland the stfarket 
of Europe and tfie mart of money to the nu* 
tions of the continent : That this was unjust 
and imprudent in us, when our subjects had 
money to trade with as well as neighbours* 
when his Majesty's subjects might make eis 
advantage even of his 'very enemies, were- it 
not for this ill judged prohibition;: That out* 
neighbours the Dutch would rejoice at aaosj at 
procedure ; they would certainly make this 
most fortunate accident as beneficial as it could 
be to their people: That the contrary coedd 
not be expected, for not only the late wars of 
Europe evince that the greatest of dangers, ahe) 
roost formidable enemies, could not be so ter» 
rifying as to prevent them from lending 'their 
money to their private advantage ; hat that 
even in their ancient,, war with Spem, «, war 
wherein they were treated not only as es>eswiee 
but rebels, and had they been conqoesed, thef 
must have been slaves to tbe victor, they uses* 
have submitted to popery and <tfinh»i yet 
their merchants, assisted tbe Spaniards, even 

nr .i j a Mi-' 'w iie wi 

with fresh spirit. His labours were now i or heel 
to sow disonrd among tbe Hanoverian sjllias^ so 
avail himself of a growing n>isun<Uiallii(ia|| 
which had recently appeared be^vreenvE^gssssjaV 
and France, to encourage the entpeteflto 
sist in his refusal to admit Spanish garj^sbue in* 
to Parma and Tuscany, and thus to counteract 
the execution of the treaty of Seville* Uuds* 
bis auspices, and by his direction, thennnoskiear 
brought forwards many questions t aicul nfcsd 4kt 
harrass government, and to render thctnsslsei 
popular. The expectations formed hjM&edis* 
affected were highly sanguine; and a onrtioe 
prevailed both at home and abroad* that the 
fall of the minister was unavoidable, Their 
hopes of success were founded on the disunion 
in the cabinet ; ontlie supposed aversion of the 
king to Walpole, and en the disgust of these 
Whigs who adhered to Townsoend* . « 

The first, Jrial of their strength was -made 
on the question concemiiigHhe imperial leant 
The Emperor, by the treaty of Seville* having 
been deprived of liberal remittanresirtraSpainV 
attempted to borrow 400,000/. in London* A 
bill was accordingly presented to tbe common* 
for preventing loans to foreign powers, without 
licence from ^ the King under his prrvy seal; 
Had the ministry permitted tiieloen^he^wnsdi 
have been abundantly and . deservedly -*r«* 
proached : advocates, bowe ver,egaiDst the pro** 
hi bit ion were not wanting. The hardships of 
all restraints, the disadvantage to us end- 
tbe advantage to the Dutch, were specious! 
pretences. Walpole took an active stoat* 
in combating the arguments of opposition, and 
the question was carried. A sufficient justifies** 
tion of the measure was, .that tbe want of mom 
ney compelled the court of Vienna te subtest* 
to terms of ac<XMnmt)dation. ,, Cost's WnhpoJe^ 
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in that most hazardous juncture, with money, 
with arms and ammunition ; nor could we 
suppose they would scruple to furnish the em- 
peror also with the very same assistance, wnen- 
crer he asked it, as had always been practised 
since the first foundation of that wise republic. 
He added, That this bill was a general prohi- 
bition, extending to all princes, states, or po- 
tentates whatever : That thus we were wholly 
disabled to assist the best allies, the truest 
friends, and those why really well deserved our 
aid : That he was credibly informed, that the 
king of Portugal, to whom we could have no 
exception, very frequently borrowed money of 
our merchants residing within his dominions ; 
and that it could not be denied him, without 
disobliging a prince on whose fuvour our 
commerce depends, nay, exposing it to his 
severest displeasure : That should a proclama- 
tion issue here, the British subjects who reside 
in Portugal, or more remote dominions, may 
contract for loans, though liable to penalties, 
of which they may be wholly unapprized : That 
he had therefore the most powerful motives to 
throw out the Bill, because it prevented the 
people of England f rom aiding their friends and 
allies ; but what was more, it might involve 
many innocent persons in unavoidable guilt, 
and expose them to the heavy pains of un- 
known crimes. But his principal objection to 
this Bill was the power of licensing reserved 
thereby to the crown : That he believed it a 
power tlje King would apply to the welfare and 
advantage of the people, therefore he was not 
against it, as a power in the hands of the 
King : but he knew it would be influenced by 
an administration ; that whenever these li- 
cences issued, it must be through the hands of 
the ministers ; and whilst such a prohibition 
continued, he knew not but the licensing trade 
might become a new branch of their business, 
and a managing minister might make it, by 
tolerable husbandry, an article of 20, 30^ or 
40,000/. a year ; and that therefore they might 
easily see it was not for the honour of the King, 
or the interest of his subjects, that any such Bill 
was contrived, but that it was wholly designed 
for creating of profitable jobs, and making a 
market of the merchants. That he opposed this 
bill, because it made the Court of Exchequer a 
Court of Inquisition : That it gave new, great, 
and extraordinary powers to the crown, already 
armed, in his opinion, with weighty and terrible 
authority : That whilst it restrained our mer- 
chants from assisting the princes and powers of 
Europe, it permitted our stockjobbers to trade 
in their funds without any interruption : That 
he knew for whose benefit, this complaisance 
•was designed, but that jobbing abroad, in the 
stocks of foreign nations, was what we should 
least encourage, and what we ought most to 
prohibit ; for we have suffered severely by that 
means already, and our ministry would never 
give us relief or assistance ; and thus our peo- 
ple, when they trusted their money with our 
faithful allies the French, in the affair of the 
Missiswpi, were ruined and betrayed by theh 



edicts of state, and had nothing but paper for 
specie : That notwithstanding this most shame- 
ful treachery, this great injustice and violation 
of the laws of nations, the ministry never inter- 
posed with the least good office for their suf- 
fering fellow subjects, who have irrecoverably 
lost the money they unhappily advanced in 
those fatal, those faithless schemes. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied, That he thought 
those objections more proper for the consi- 
deration of the House, in a Committee of the 
whole House, where every paragraph would be 
debated ; where every member might reply as 
often as occasion required, and fully pursue the 
inquiry: That he did not desire this Bill for 
any advantage to himself, for any accession of 
extraordinary powers to the crown, or for any 
thing else, but the pressing occasion, the appa- 
rent necessity of this important conjuncture : 
That if this Bill was committed, he would 
heartily concur in every amendment that could 
be with reason proposed : That he would freely 
consent the Committee should make it a tem- 
porary law, should enact it for a short duration, 
and limit the continuance for a very small space 
of time : That the honourable member, who 
spoke last, had departed from the question be- 
fore them ; had opened a charge against 
France, and had brought in the old Mississippi 
affair, in debating a particular Bill on an argu- 
ment about lending money : That he thought 
it a weak reasoning, that we should not do our- 
selves justice in this point, because that our 
neighbours had treated us ill in another; and 
because that the French had not yielded us ell 
we could wish for, that therefore the Parlia- 
ment should not in this case do all that they 
ought. He added, Why wr.s not this matter 
laid open in the Committee on the State of the 
Nation, but that this was an objection indeed 
to the French, like all other complaints against 
France ; it was raised on occasion of proper 
precautions to prevent a war with the emperor: 
That he was fully convinced, this Bill was a 
matter of great importance and necessity : That 
he had been so tender in this argument, that 
he had not even said what he was authorized to 
say; he had meant no aspersions or reflections 
on any gentlemen ; he was willing that this 
and all other debates should be managed with 
decency and candour : But since that these 
things had thus passed, he was thereby pro- 
voked to declare, what he knew, what he had 
the King's leave to declare, and what would ef- 
fectually silence the debate; that he was \erf 
much inclined to say it, he would say it, if the 
gentlemen required it; [Here several members 
called out for this affair] he would say it be- 
fore he sat down : This Bill was not drawn or 
promoted from any other view than its great 
necessity, its being now absolutely expedient 
to the peace of Europe, and the geueral repose 
of mankind ; for he could say it, he had the 
King's leave to declare it ; viz. That there was 
at this time a subscription transacted for tho 
service of the emperor, and money was raisir m 
for his use, oo lens than the sum of 400.C* Ui 
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He added, Tliat this Bill cow Id* not possibly be 
& restraint upon trade, or a grievance to the 
merchants in any one lawful point of com- 
merce: That thr view of this Bill having been 
to prohibit such loans' and assistance to the 
empeFor, who could not march his armies, or 
death his troops without supplies of money, it 
was not just or reasonable, he should have as- 
sistance from us ; from that nation against 
which he was forming a war, and projecting 
future disturbances ; could the emperor main- 
tain the soldiers he had in hjs troops, and the 
numerous forces he quartered upon his own 
people ; or could he bring them into the field, 
without treasure to pay the expence ; and now 
when, by treaties with Spain, that prince was 
deprived of those subsidies and that assistance, 
which once made him dangerous to us ; when 
thus he is happily cut off from all communica- 
tions with those countries, from whence his 
treasure used to flow, shall the people of Eng- 
land assist him themselves with supplies ? Shall 
they arm an enemy, with strength, which his 
best ally denies ? And the British merchants 
lend their money to a prince against the British 
nation? If this should be done in the time of 
hostilities) and after the commencement of a 
war, it would be high treason by law; for to 
aid, abet, or assist a foreign power at war with 
the King, is expressly declared in the statute of 
high treason t And shall the merchants be al- 
lowed to enable a prince to become our enemy, 
wboni if is even high treason to aid when an 
/ etltimy ? shall it be allowed with impunity to 
aid the emperor to march his troops, and yet 
open rebellion to assist the emperor whilst, 
those troops were marching ? Must ihe quiet of 
the whole world be a victim to the avarice of 
fnen, who would make an inglorious advantage 
oftbeir money ? Must men be indulged in those 
dealings which bear such analogy even to high 
treason, only for the sake of self-interest ? He 
added, It was compassion and humanity to ig- 
norant unwary men, which led him to bring in 
this Bill; for in case of a war with the empe- 
ror, merchants might transact with his imperial 
majesty for loans before it broke out, and when 
their second payments became due, it would be 
within the statute should they make them good; 
so that such a proclamation would warn them 
of approaching dangers : It would give them 
due notice of a rupture, and prevent them in- 
curring the unforeseen pains of capital crimes, 
by coveting such a premium and interest. He 
•wned, That many difficulties had occurred to 
him, and the gentleman ordered to bring in this 
Bill : That he was sorry to be sensible, that it 
could not be so effectual as many might wish, 
and himself had most heartily desired; but 
was this an argument to a House of Commons 
against a Bill for such important ends, that be- 
cause tftey could not do all Jhat they would, 
therefore they must not dp all that they could } 
if their power could not wholly prevent those 
practices, must they not exert the utmost of 
their power ? if they had not an absolute re- 
dress for the evil; must they not find oat all 



possible redress ; and because they could not 
shut up all the avenues of assistance, therefore 
must they leave all open ? He added, That it 
was no objection to the Bill before them, that 
any prince, state, or potentate, was equally in- 
tended with the emperor; for that the end of it 
was to prevent a war with- that prince, and to 
name him in this case distinct from all others 
would amount/ to a full declaration of war; be* 
sides, one prince might borrow money for alio* - 
t her, arid elude trie import of the law : That as 
to the king of Portugal, or any other prince ih 
alliance with the- crown of Great Britain, bis 
Majesty would readily grant his allowance fbf 
loans to so good an ally : That however this 
law would not have an effect, but in ca«e of ap- 
parent necessity ; if the emperor gave his Ma- 
jesty, reasou to oppose his intentions, it might 
produce a future proclamation, yet this was 
eventual, it might -be, or it might not be: 
And if it ever should happen, no subjects 
of Britain, no merchants abroad could of- 
fend through ignorance of such a procla- 
mation ; for the Bill was drawn with a blank, 
to be filled with a proper limitation of time, 
before the law should take place, or toe 
prohibition bold good ; and the limitation 
might be very large and extensive, that mer- 
chants abroad might be duly informed' of the 
terms which fhe law had enjoined. He said, 
That it was the proper policy of nations, the 
reasonable authority vested in the councils of a 
country, to use such precautions and. Jay such 
prohibitions, on an appearauce df danger, al- 
though not discerned by the people : That the 
reason of this was, because they had early and 
secret intelligence not proper for the public 
view when immediately received, yet highly ex- 
pedient to be observed : That as to the indul- 
gence allowed to ilw>se persons who traded in 
Hhe funds abroad, or trusted their money in fo- 
reign companies, it was reasonable and proper,' 
because many persons thought those a good se- 
curity for their fortunes: That many of the 
'British merchants in other countries had no 
better employmentMbr cash in their hands; and 
it Would occasion great confusion to include 
those cases in this prohibition, neither indeed 
did they any ways relate to this case ; for 
though money might be lent to the emperor by 
private persons, he would never have aids from 
the public companies abroad. He owned, that 
he was not so conversant in the laws as some 
gentlemen were, who could justly support this 
Bill in its provision for a proper discovery of 
evidence by precedents ; he was a. stranger to 
that ; but he himself remembered the act to 
prevent the subjects of Great Britain from 
trading in the Ostend Company, and that there 
the same method of discovery was provided j 
and should not the public detect sucli a crimi* 
naT commerce with a powerful and national 
enemy, when they were allowed it' against a 
little interlopingcompany? It was far from set- 
ting up a court of inquisition, it was far from 
laying hardships or severities on any man ; but 
it was for the prevention of ftaaduient deatiogs 
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aad concealed transactions ; . and it. involved 
the party Tn no other penalty than one; which 
lie could not incur but through conscious guilt, 
vrfaicji he might easily avoid by purging himself 
of the crime; and that this penalty was still in 
the judgment of the House to be limited by 
their authority, having no other end than to be 
such a tax upon loans, as might make it unpro- 
fitable , to advance them for the highest pre- 
miums or interest. He afso observed, That the 
proclamation provided in the Bill, was the same 
as by law had been usual in the case of qua- 
rantine in the apprehensions of a pestilence", 
and as a prevention of any contagious distem- 
pers; he thought it a reasonable remedy on all 
.such appearances of danger ; it would not be 
,made use of unless such grievances happened ; 
find if they did happen, he thought they de- 
served a redress : He therefore insisted on 
committing this Bill, as highly expedient and 
necessary* , , 

Mr. Wortley Montague said, That he had a 
point of Order to debate : that that honoura- 
ble member had brought in the name of the 
King to influence their considerations contrary 
to a standing rule of, the House : and that it 
was never allowed that the name of the King 
should ever be used upon any occasion to awe 
. tjaejr prpceedings, or to over-bear their debates: 
. that if that honourable member had been pro- 
. perly caremj of his Majesty's honour, he would 
pot have mentioned his name at that rate ; he 
.would have, informed them of the evidence 
they bad, and regularly brought it before them 
in the present inquiry : that whatever that evi- 
dence might be, he supposed it must come 
. from foreign ministers, and he thought the 
House ought to have it opened in a proper par- 
liamentary way. He added, that his. opinion 
was against the Bill* for he thought it restrained 
our commerce, and we might as well prohibit 
all commerce. 

Su* Robert Walpole replied, That the man- 
ner of his declaration had been very much mis- 
taken, in asserting that what he had said was 
unparliamentary, for he well knew and duly 
observed the Orders of the House : that he had 
Hot brought in the name of the King to influ- 
ence gentlemen, or to over- bear the debates : 
that he had mentioned the positive assurances 
yvhich were received, not as a Message from 
the King, but by his Majesty's leave ; not by 
hi? command, but only by his permission ; that 
the station he was in obliged him to ask that 
permission, because that by his "oath be was 
obliged to keep the King's counsel secret, and 
therefore he asked this allowance from his Ma- 
J£&ty yesterday morning, apprehending the de- 
jjate of this day would require him to mention 
it, ami he nan* offered it to prove the import- 
ance of the Bill now before them., 
, Goul4 said, rje was a merchant him- 
self : that he could make i£ appear to the 
House, the emperor's agents bad been in 
fiftWgfoaUqy ; that he knew a particular Jew, 
1U$ j»#fy>aen applied to for 30,000/. and others 
We wag) bui refund to advice 



them, as fearing it would draw the v displeasure 
of the government upon them j that he thought 
the Bill a good bill, and all reasonable licences 
might be obtained, whenever they might an- 
swer aa innocent pijrpose ; nay, he thought 
they ought to he granted when applied for 
without any charge to the merchants ; which 
sir Robert Walpole agreed to. Hereupon 

Mr. Walter Plomer said, That he would not 
oppose the design of this Bill ; he would never 
oppose whatever might strengthen his Majes- 
ty's hands, he never did nor ever would appear 
in any such cause : but if this must be done, 
why was it to be effected by a proclamation ? 
why were the ministry to be judges in this 
case ? let the House determine the fitness of 
the affair, let them enact the prohibition, Jet 
them alone have the absolute direction, and 
then he had nothing to offer against such a Bill* 
To this 

Mr. Henry Pelham replied, That that gen- 
tleman misunderstood them, if he imagined 
that he or the persons employed to prepare 
and bring in that Bill, intended to make any 
ministers judges where the House might much 
better decide; but 'it was a tenderness to the 
people, that made them provide a proclama- 
tion ; they hoped this affair might even yet be 
adjusted without a prohibition; hut if the" 
House would not have it eventual, if they would 
have it immediately, he should not stand in op- 
position to any such demand. 

Mr. Barnard declared himself against the 
Bill. He said, that he thought it a restraint 
upon commerce that could not be justified, and 
such restraints had ever been prejudicial to 
ourselves : that he remembered a Bill of this 
sort against Sweden, to prohibit all commerce 
wi{h that kingdom, yet the consequence was,, 
that we were forced to enable our merchants 
to carry it on in Dutch bottoms, which rendered 
the prohibition useless, as well as burdensome, 
before we took it off : that he thought if the 
Duttfi could assist their enemies the Spaniards 
in a war, where rebellion was the 'quarrel, and 
the crown of Spain claimed all the people, as its 
natural born subjects, they would surely lend 
money to the emperor when he applied for as* 
sistance. He added, That the argument used 
about merchants incurring high treason for- 
their second payments was very absurd, for no 
men in the world would contract for loans on 
such terms, or make them good. He insisted, 
that they should name the emperor expressly, 
and not make a great prohibition to affect the - 
whole world as if we were at war with all. . He 
said, that however the practice might obtain o£ 
licensing loans to his majesty of Portugal, or to. 
any of our good allies, that this would be of no. 
service to our merchants, who ( would lose the 
advantage of lending their money, because 
other nations could furnish such loans with 
more readiness ; and whilst ours were applying . * 
for permissions to the, crown, the others would 
advance such assistances in the mean time, 
and supplant our people in all their money- 
dealings,. Pej^ew^decMredagaix^tnwkipf 
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the court of Exchequer a court of inquisition ; 
lie conceived it unknown to the laws; nay, 
odious to the constitution, that men should be 
obliged to accuse themselves, and thereby in- 
cur the worst of penalties ; he knew not what 
precedents might be furnished ; be believed 
that they could easily find precedents for any 
thing : but he thought the liberties of his coun- 
try much more weighty with him than any pre- 
cedents whatever; and be would never consent 
to a Bill, which he thought a violation of our 
fundamental laws, a breach of our dearest li- 
berties, and a very terrible hardship on man- 
kind. To this 

Sir Philip Torke (Attorney General) said, 
That himself and the gentlemen honoured by 
the House with their commands to bring in the 
Bill, had considered the Dutch and the Eng- 
lish merchants as two different resorts, where 
the emperor might apply for assistance; that 
if one snop was shut up, he had oue the less to 
make use of; and even the other, if our true 
and faithful ally, and governed by reason and 
right policy, not under extraordinary influence, 
might also be prevailed on to stop this assist- 
ance of money, and yield a private interest to 
the common cause of Europe ; he thought they 

* were very well justified in drawing this Bill, not 
only from reason and the fitness of things, but 
from the common law of the kingdom : that 
the King had a lawful prerogative to' recal his 
subjects by proclamation from the service ot 
foreign sjtates, and should he not also have 
power to prohibit them from lending their 
money, which might be more useful and dan* 
gerous than even the service of their persons : 
that in Ireland the parliament had made it 
high treason, to enlist men for foreign service 
without licence obtained from the crown ; and 
surely a restraint upon money, the sinews of 
war, was highly expedient any where ; that this 
law was intended ooly as a temporary restraint, 
a present remedy applied to an approaching 
evil, and not to be established in perpetuity. 
He observed, that the clause for discovering 

-evidence, by English Bill in the court of Ex- 
chequer, was the only method to make this law 
effectual; for such a transaction as lending of 
money in this manner, would always be done 
in a very concealed, a very clandestine way: 
that if they did not pass this clause, they might 
justly throw out the whole Bill, for there would 
be no evidence ever to support its design : that 
many such laws had provided such methods of 
discovery ; that memorable law, among others, 
which punished the South Sea Directors, made 
it felony to refuse answering or to demur to a 
Bill for discovery of concealments ; and yet if 
they did discover a concealment, the very an- 
swer was good in evidence against them, and 
the concealment was felony ; but here was a 
limited sum, and no other penalty coold be the 
consequence, attending conscious guilt upon 
such a feill of discovery : that by the construe* 
tion of a court of equity, such a Bill of "dis- 
covery would have been allowed, if this clause 
had not been inserted; that the barons of the 



Exchequer had maintained the legality of suits, 
to discover frauds and misdemeanors relating 
to the revenue ; nor could they deny that this 
was as just by parity of reasoning ; though if 
the House should throw out this clause, it might 
make the Judges unwilling to supply it by such 
a construction ; and therefore ne hoped they 
would not throw it out. Hereupon 

Sir William Wyndhatn said, That he hoped 
when this Bill. was committed they would make 
it a reasonable Bill : That the bon. member, 
who spoke last, had mentioned a possible case, 
that the Dutch would shut up their shop to the 
Emperor; and such a' bare possibility it was, 
that no man could think it a common pro- 
bability : that in the late wars with France, we 
drew them into a bargain, and paid them a 
price to discontinue their trade with the French, 
which they did for one 'year only, but took our 
money for two or three more, and when re- 

3uired to follow the tenor of their contract, they 
eclared they neither could nor would do any 
such thing : that therefore we could not ima- 
gine the Dutch would refuse to lend their 
money to the Emperor now, any more than to 
trade with the French in the Queen's war : 
that he looked on all these restraints upon 
liberty, as unjustifiable powers in the hands of 
a ministry : and that to argue from any suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus act, to the suspen- 
sion of trade, was to argue from one evil to 
another: That he was also against the practice 
of an English Bill in the Exchequer* to discover 
evidence ; that he had beard the South-Sea act 
mentioned, but though it was a law, and there- 
fore to be tenderly used, he was no more con- 
vinced Of the justice of that than he was of this : 
and that he found from some passages in this 
debate, that because we stood in fear of a war 
w)jth the Emperor, therefore the nation must 
bear whatever the French should impose. 

Mr. Dancers said, That this was a Bill of 
Terrors ; and that though a temporal net, it 
would be an eternal yoke on them and their fel- 
low subjects : that since the honourable mem- 
ber in the administration had opened secret in- 
telligence, they should also know what he 
knew of this matter : that the Emperor had de* 
posited jewels in Holland, as a security for the 
sum of 400,000/. and tbi^he himself had money 
to lend, anft he did not know any cause why 
he and other people might not make an advan- 
tageous bargain, as well as their neighbours the 
Dutch. To this 

Mr. Fane, member for Taunton, replied. 
That indeed it was a Bill of Terrors, and he 
hoped it would prove so to all the King's enc— 
mies, the foes to the peace of Great Britain; 
but that the terror of our enemies would be the 
delight of our friends ; and added, That that 
gentleman was misinformed, for the Emperor 
had no jewels to mortgage, but the revenues of 
his hereditary countries. 

Then the question being put, it was carried 
without any division, that the said Bill be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Home* 
It afterwards passed into a law. 
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' The Pension Bill brought into the House of 
Commons.] February 16. Mr. Sandys moved^ 
•* That leave be given to bring in a Bill, for 
making more effectual the laws in being, for 
disabling persons from being chosen Members 
of, or sitting and voting in, the House of Com- 
mons, who have,any Pension, during pleasure, 
pr for any number of years, or any offices, held 
in trust for them, from the crown/'* 

This motion was strongly supported by the 
whole strength of the opposition. The follow* 
ing Oath, to be taken by every member of the 
House, was held forth to be a wise and a virtu- 
out expedient, for preserving the independency 
•f parliament, viz. 

* " The most popular and plausible measure 
proposed by opposition was, the Pension Bill, 
which was now first introduced, and which 
from this period, became a never-failing topic 
Of antiministerial attack, and of ministerial de- 
fence. Sandys moved for leave to bring in a 
Bill to disable ail persons from sitting in parlia- 
ment, who had any pension, or any offices held 
in trust for tbem from the crown, directly or in- 
directly ; and for the purpose of enforcing this 
exclusion, lie proposed that every member, on 
taking bis seat, should swear that he had not 
any pension, directly or indirectly, did not en- 
joy any gratuity or reward, or bold any office or 
place of trust ; and that after having accepted 
the same, he would signify it to the House 
within* 14 days. Walpole, who knew the un- 
popularity or the arguments which could he 
urged against the Bill, and appreciated the ef- 
fect of those which would be brought in its fa- 
vour, declined taking any active part against it, 
notwithstanding the express injunctions of the 
King, who called it a villainous bill ? and the 
disgust of Townshend, who was unwilling that 
the odium of its rejection should be cast. upon 
the House of Lords. He does not seem to have 
spoken in the debate, or to have exerted bis 
usual influence ; for while most of the questions 
supported or opposed by government, were 
passed Or thrown out by a majority of more 
than two to one, the bill was only carried by 
144 against 134, It was negatived by the 
House of Lords after a long debate, and a pro- 
test entered by 26 peers. A similar fate at- 
tended it the next session ; and 1 during his 
whole administration, sir Robert Walpole never 
made any strong opposition to it, but left it to 
be rejected by the upper house. It was now 
the generally received opinion, and not without 
foundation, that the n-mister suffered the Pen- 
sion Bill to pass the House of Commons, be- 
cause he knew that it would be thrown out by 
the peers. Sandys therefore, in the subsequent 
session, brought forward a motion for appoint- 
ing a Committee, to inquire whether any mem- 
bers bad, directly or indirectly, any pensions, 
or any offices from the crown held in trust for 
them, in part, or in the whole. Walpole ven- 
tured %o oppose it; he called it a motion for 
Erecting the House into a court of inquisition, 
•id urged, that it justified the treatment which 



' I do solemnly and sincerely swear, that I 

* have /not directly or indirectly, any pension 

* during pleasure, or for any number of years, 

* or any office, in part or in whole, from the 

* crown, held for me, or for my benefit, by any 
' person whatsoever ; and I do solemnly and 
1 sincerely promise and swear, that I will not 
' receive, accept or take, directly or indirectly, 
' during the time of my being a member of this 
' parliament, any pension, during pleasure, or 
( for any number of years, or any other gratuity 
' or reward whatsoever, or any office from the 
« crown, to be held for me, or my benefit, in 
' part, or in the whole thereof, by any person 
' whatsoever, without signifying the same to this 
' House, within fourteen days after I have re- 

* ceived or accepted the same, if the parliament 
' be then silting, or within fourteen days after 
' the next meeting of parliament*' 

The falsifying this oath; was by the enacting; 
clause, to be deemed and punished as wilful 
and corrupt perjury; and the seats of all mem- 
bers, refusing to take it, were to be vacated as- 
if they were actually dead : and 30/. penalty 
was enacted, for every day, a member should 
sit in the House, without taking the said oath; 
and be incapacitated for ever after, either from 
serving the crown, or sitting in parliament, or 
enjoying any place of profit or trust, under his. 
Majesty, or his successors. 

They, who opposed it, though they expressed 
as great a detestation as the others did of cor- 
ruption, could not be persuaded, that the bill, 
should it pass into an act, could be effectual, 
for that purpose, without violating the first 
principles of the English constitution. " Sup- 
posing, said they, a member declaring, within 
fourteen days, that he has taken, a pension or 
gratuity from the crown, or that he has a place 
held for him in trust, what, according to the 
tenor of the bill in question, is to be the con- 
sequence ? None is expressed in the bill, and 
if the minister, as is alledged by the friends of 
the bill, has such an alarming influence over 
the House of Commons, as to render the bill 
necessary, they being the only judges, (for it 
conies before no other tribunal) of the conse- 



the bill bad met with in the upper house. He 
declared that the act, if passed, could not an- 
swer the end for which it was proposed, unless 
the House should assume to itself a power un- 
known to the constitution, namely, a power of 
compelling every member that was suspected, 
to accuse himself, not of any thing criminal, for 
it could not be criminal to take either place or 
pension from the crown, and in consequence of 
thnt construction, to dispossess half the coun- 
ties and boroughs in England of their repre- 
sentatives. The arguments and influence of 
the minister prevailed, and the bill was thrown 
out, by 206 against 143. Yet such was the 
unpopularity of the rejection, that many mem- 
bers, suspected of having pensions or places/ 
held in trust, voted for it, lest their opposition 
might disoblige their constituents." Qoxtf\ 
Walpole^ 
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tbSt the king and the oeers should give their 
assent to a bill, which invested the Commons 
with powers, which, should they be, as informer 
times, misapplied, rendered them paramount' 
to the other two branches of the legislature, 
and extended their judicial capacity to mat-' 
ters, of which they could not constitutionally 
take cognizance." ' 



quence of such a declaration, it will be easy for 
him to obtain a vote, for dispensing with the 
x members holding whatever he has declared he 
enjoys under the crown. Thus it will be always 
in the power of a minister, notpnly to elude the 
purposes of the bill, but to defeat the very pur- 
poses of the acts now in force against bribery 
and corruption, and which this Pension BilL as 
it is called, is intended to make more effec- 
tual," 

But even supposing the Comrrfons to be in 
good earnest to expel the member, who thus 
declares he holds a place or a pension, in de- 
fiance of this act, yet still, said the opposers of 
the bill, this would be both highly unconstitu- 
tional and indecent, because it implies a power 
to be lodged in one House of Parliament, to 
condenyi the exercise of the just and unques- 
tionable prerogative of the crown, in making a 
gift, whibh it has a power to make. This must 
be attended, said they, with most unconstitu- 
tional consquences, as the House of Commons 
would then take upon themselves to sit as an 
* inquisition, upon the proceedings and preroga- 
tive of the Crown \ by which as in the last 
century, the crown itself may tumble from the 
head of the -sovereign. 

The pernicious consequences of the bill, 
added the enemies of it, did not even stop here. 
The member is obliged to swear/that he shall not 
directly, or indirectly accept of any pension, 
gratuity or reward) or any place,, in trust, 
from the crown. Now, may not the severe 
construction of the word 1 indirectly/ by a future 
captious He- use of Commons, make a member 
liable to the penalties of the bill, if the crown 
should think fit to extend its favours to the 
children, wife, or relations of a member. 
Though the bill seems to leave the House open 
to many great officers and place men, who are 
not disqualified by it, yet who can say, that the 
House may not, some time or another, apply 
the word indirectly to a member accepting a 
place or office, that does not disqualify him, 
according to the seeming purport and mean- 
ing of the bill. Add to this, that the exercise 
of any part of the prerogative, even the most 
salutary and necessary part of it,, such as 
granting pardon for offences; the remitting 
fines and forfeitures, the receiving grants, pa- 
tents, and the like, may, some time or other, 
he construed'into an indirect influence. The 
crowa has sufficient powers, which it can avow, 
and which are in no degree affected by the 
hill, to create as much influence in the House 
of Commons, as a minister may have occa* 
sion to' employ ; and unless all great offices 
arid places, as well as pensions, become dis- 
qualifications, the purposes of the bill never 
can be answered. 

Upon the whole, therefore, the question 
upon this bill had no regard nor relation to 
^corruption ; the opposers of it expressed them- 
selves. as willing, as the friends of it were, in 
going all lengths to punish corruption, but the 
objection was " that it waS inconsistent with 
the laws and spirit of the English constitution, 



The Pennon Bill passed by the Commons.] 
Those arguments against the form and mari- 
ner of the bill, though unanswerable, were 
unregarded. The cry of corruption struck an 
awe into many, who were in their hearts* 
against the bill, and many more fell in. with, 
the stream of popularity, and voted for it* 
because they thought it would be rejected by 
the House of Peers. This, it is more than 
probable, was the opinion of the minis* 
ter himself, for though the bill was opposed 
by some of his friends, who had very little 
either to hope or to fear from popularity, yet, it 
is certain, be did not exert himself to have 
it thrown out ; for the question was carried in 
favour of the bill, by a majority of 144 against 
134; and Mr. Sandys, sir Edward Stanley, and 
Mr. Wyndham, were ordered to bring it in. 
After this it had an easy passage through the 
Commons.* 

A Motion in the Lords far a List of Pension* 
passes in the Negative.] March 19. The 
House of Lords being moved, " That ae hum- 
ble Address be presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be graciously pleased to order to be 
laid before this House a list of all Pensions 
payable by the crown." And a question be* 
ing stated thereupon, the previous question 
was pot, whether that question shall be now 
put? It was resolved in the negative, con- 
tents 30, not-con tents 83. 

Protest thereon.] Dissentient' 

.1. " Because, we think this Question ought 
to have been put and passed in the affirma- 
tive, since no instance could be given, that the 
List of Pensions was denied, when called for 
by either House of Parliament; and we can- 
not imagine there can ever be a more proper 
time to address the crown for that List to be 
laid before this House, than when they are to 
enter upon the consideration of a bill, which is 
calculated to prevent the members of the 
House of Commons, for the future, from 
sitting and voting under any undue influence, 

2. *' Because we conceive, the refusaf of 
complying with this question will be misin- 
terpreted without doors, whether the bill shall 
pass or be rejected ; for in one case, it will 
give just reason to believe the List of Pensions 
was filled with members of the House of Com- 
mons : and though this House would concur 
to prevent the evil, they were tender of ex- 
posing the names of particular persons: in the 
other case it would raise a jealousy, that there 
were too many members of this Hpuse who 
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were upon that List; which aspersion ought, 
as we conceive, to have been obviated, by pro- 
ducing those Lists, and making them public, 
as in former times lias been frequently done. 
—- (Signed,) Berkshire, Beaufort/ Foley, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Abingdon, Co- 
ventry, Litchfield, Aylesford, Batburst, 
Tbanet, Strafford, Gower, Hereford." 

Debate in the Lords, on the Pension Bill] 
March 21. A Bill for making more effectual 
the laws in being for disabling persons from 
being chosen members of, or sitting or voting 
iti the House of Commons, who have any 
pension during pleasure, or for any number of 
years, or any offices bolden in trust for them, 
by obliging all persons hereafter to be chosen to 
serve for the Commons in parliament to take 
the oath* therein mentioned, was read a se- 

* The following is a copy of the said Bill : 
t " That after the 24th of Juue 1780, no per- 
son who shall be elected a member, shall sit 
and vote in the House of Commons, during any 
debate there, after their Speaker is chosen, 
until he hath taken the oath following, and 
subscribed the same, viz. 

' I A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, 
' that I have not, directly or indirectly, any 

* pension during pleasure, or for any number of 

* years, or any office in part, or in the whole, 
4 from the crown, held for me, or for my bene- 

* fit, by any person whatsoever, and I do so- 

* (emnly and sincerely promise and swear that 

* I will not receive, accept or take, directly or 

* indirectly, during the time of my being a 
' member of this parliament, any pension 

* during pleasure, or for any number of years, 
« or any other gratuity or reward whatsoever, 
« or any office from the crown to be held for 

me, or for my benefit, in part, or in the whole 
' thereof, by any person whatsoever, without 
' signifying the same to this House within four- 
' teen days after I have received or accepted 
< the same, if the parliament be then sitting, 
' or within fourteen days after the next meeting 

* of the parliament. So help me God/ 

" Which Oath shall be in this and every suc- 
ceeding parliament, solemnly and publicly 
taken and subscribed by every member of the 
House of Commons, at the table in the middle 
of the said House, at the same time be takes 
the oath by law directed, whilst a full House of 
Commons is there duly sitting, with their 
Speaker in his chair : And if any member so 
taking the oath, and subscribing as before di- 
rected, shall, at the time of taking the said oath, 
have any pension during pleasure, or for any 
number of years, or any office from the crown, 
in part, or in the whole, held in trust for him, 
or his benefit.; or shall, during his being a 
member, receive, or take any pension during 
pleasure*, or for any number of years, or any 
other gratuity or reward whatsoever, or tony 
office to be held for him or his benefit from the 
crown, without signifying the same to the 
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cond time : And it being proposed to commit 
the Bill, it was resolved in the negative, by 
86 against 81. - 

v Protest on a Resolution against Committing 
the Pension Bill.} 

" Dissentient' 

1. " Because all objections against particular 
clauses or expressions in the Bill would have 
been regularly the subject of debate in a Com- 
mittee, and might have been there removed, if 
it should have appeared necessary, by making 

• such amendments to the Bill as the wisdom of 
the House should have thought proper. 

2. " Because we conceive the general design 
of this Bill to be highly reasonable, and of the 
greatest importance to the constitution of par- 
liaments ; and are therefore extremely con-' 
cerned it should not receive even the counte- 
nance of a commitment, when the House of 
Commons, who alone would have been imme- 
diately affected by it, had passed it, as we ap- 
prehend, with so much regard to theincouutry, 
and so much honour to themselves. 

3. " Because this Bill does, in effect, enact 
nothing new, since it only enforces the observa- 
tion and prevents the evasions of former laws, 
which wtre judged necessary for the public 
good bv so many parliaments, and which we do 
not apprehend that our experience since has 

1 given us reason to look upon as less necessary 
for the same purposes at this time. By one of 

House, as aforesaid, such member shall be, 
and is hereby adjudged and declared to be~ 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and being 
thereof convicted by due course of law, shall 
incur and suffer the pains and penalties, which, 
by the laws and statutes of this realm, are in- 
flicted in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury ; 
and shall from thenceforth be incapable of tak- 
ing, holding, or enjoying any office whatso- 
ever. ' ' " '' " 

" If any member shall refuse or neglect to 
take and subscribe such oath, as before directed,, 
the place for which such person was elected is 
hereby, without any other conviction or pro- 
ceeding, declared void to all intents and puN 
poses, as if such member was actually dead. 
In case any member shall presume to sit and 
vote in the House of Commons, after the 
Speaker is chosen, without taking the oath 
aforesaid, such member shall, over and above 
the penalties already inflicted, forfeit the sum 
of 30/. for each day he shall sit and vote, to be 
recovered, with full costs of suit, by him or 
them who shall sue for the same, and to be 
prosecuted by any action, suit, bill, or inform- 
ation, in any of his Majesty's courtsTof record 
at Westminster, wherein no essoign, protection,' 
or wager of law, or more than one imparlance, 
shalf be admitted or allowed ; and shall from 
thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, 
or enjoying any office or employment of profit or 
trust under his Majesty, his heirs or successors, 
or of sitting or voting in either House of Parlia- 
ment.' 9 
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these laws no person, who has a pension from 
the crown during pleasure, can sit in the House 
of Commons; but the effect of this law was, 
or might have been evaded, in great measure, 
fey grants of pensions for certain terms of 
years, whereof we presume that examples have 
not been wanting. To remedy or prevent this 
abuse, it was enacted by another law, that no 
person, who enjoys a pension from the crown 
for any number of years, shall sit in the House 
of Commons, under certain penalties therein 
mentioned ; but the effect of this law likewise 
is, or may be entirely evaded several ways; it , 
is, or may be evaded by giving occasional gra- 
tuities, or making annual presents, which, will 
not be construed to fall under the denomination 
of pensions, and which are, however, in their 
nature, and must be in their effect, manifestly 
the same ; it is, or may be evaded also by the 
difficulty of discovering and convicting those 
who presume to break it, since there is ground 
to believe, by what has happened lately in this 
House, as well as on some other occasions, that 
the Commons would find it difficult to obtain 
those accounts, which can alone shew what 
pensions are paid to particular persons. We 
observe farther, that by the laws now in force, 
all those who hold certaip offices tfhercin spe- 
cified, as well as ail those who hold any offices 
erected since tbat time, are made incapable of 
sitting in the House of Commons ; and that 
whoever accepts of any office or employment 
under the crown cannot sit in that House , till 
he has been re-elected : Now it appears to 
us, that all those good and laudable provisions 
may be rendered fruitless; that the House of 
Commons may be filled with persons, who are, 
by law, incapable of silting there; tbat the 
•lectors may be deprived of that reasonable op- 
tion which the law has given them, whether they 
will trust the same person to represent them, 
after he has accepted an employment, whom 
they elected to represent them when he had 
noue ; and all this may be effected by the 
single expedient of getting an office or em- 
ployment to be lield by some person, who is 
not a member of the House of Commons, in 
trust for one who is. We shall not determine 
on public fame or private suspicion, whether 
all or some of these abuses and evasions of so 
many acts of parliament have prevailed or not; 
but since it is evident, that they may be easily 
introduced under a corrupt administration, we 
must be of opinion, that a law which would 
prevent them as effectually as, we believe, the 
bill sent up.by the Commons would have done, 
could not have met with too great encourage- 
ment from tbisHouse, nor have been passed too 
soon. 

4. " Because it appears to us, that the argu- 
ments used against this Bill, drawn from the 
necessity or expediency of preserving an in- 
fluence to the crown by the power of reward- 
ing, are either not at all to the present purpose, 
or else are applied to prove, that an influence 
guarded against by so many solemn acts of 
parliament, should be admitted by the con- 



nivance of parliament; and, we think, it would 
be much more for the honour of this House, \(\ 
these arguments were of real weight, to be 
prevailed upon by them directly to repeal the 
laws above-mentioned, than by rejecting a Bill 
designed to render those laws effectual, to seem, 
as we apprehend, to approve all the evasions 
of them, which have been or can be invented 
and put in practice. 

5. " Because we think, that although this 
Bill tends to restrain any illegal anddangeroua 
influence over the House of Commons, yet it 
-leaves such an influence entire to the crown, as 
will appear at least sufficient, when we Con-, 
sider that there are in the present House of 
Commons, hardly less than two hundred mem- 
bers who hold such offices and employments, 
under the crown, as would have continued to 
be tenable by them, if this Bill had passed; 
and even the power of granting pensions for 
life to members of parliament openly would 
have still remained in the crown. 

6. u Because, strictly speaking, all influence, 
over either House of Parliament, except that, 
which arises from a sense of those duties which 
we owe to our King and country, are improper, 
and the particular influences, which this Bill 
was intended to prevent, are not only impro- 
per, but may, and naturally roust, in course of 
time,, become extremely pernicious both to the 
crown and to the people; for, first, although 
this influence appears to be that of the crown, 
it may become virtually that of the minister, 
and be applied to deceive the prince as well as 
to oppress the people, if ever a corrupt minis- 
ter should have the disposition of places and 
the distribution of pensions, gratuities and re- 
wards; he may create such an influence as 
shall effectually deprive the prince of the great 
advantage of knowing the true sense of his 
people; and a House of Parliament being pre- 
vailed upon to approve such measures as the 
whole nation dislikes, he may be so confirmed 
in the pursuit of them, as, for the sake of an 
unworthy servant, to lose the affections of las 
people, whilst he imagines that he both de- 
serves and possesses them. In the next place, 
if ever this improper influence should obtain a 
certain degree of strength, these terrible con- 
sequences must inevitably flow from it, tbat 
the worst propqsals for the public will be the 
most likely to succeed, and that the weakest 
ministers will be the best supported; the 
reason whereof we take to be extremely plain, 
since this improper influence may be directed 
to any purpose whatsoever, and will always be 
roost exerted where it is most wanted, that is, 
in the support of ill measures and weak mi* 
histers. 

7. " Because we agree, tbat as national or 
other circumstances have exposed the crown to 
any new danger, the security of fidelity and al- 
legiance given by the oaths of the subjects to 
the crown has been increased from time to time ; 
and we therefore think, that, by a parity of rea- 
son, some greater security than was formerly ex- 
acted should be now given to the nation* by thai* 
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representatives, for a faithful discbarge of the 
trust reposed in them ; because this trust, 
which is the same as it was in every other re- 
spect, is come to be much greater than it was ; 
in respect to those heavy taxes which have been 
for many years past, and which, as we fear, 
must be for all succeeding times annually laid 
by parliament on the people, as well as to those 
immense debts which have been contracted, 
and which we apprehend to have annually in- 
creased upon the nation : The service of the 
House of Commons was formerly a real ser- 
vice, therefore often declined and always paid for 
by the people ; it is now no longer paid for 
by the people, and so far from being declined, 
that it has been courted and sought after at 
great expence. How far these considerations, 
together with that 6f the vast increase of the 
Civil List revenue, and of the debts contracted 
on it in the former reigns, deserve to enforce 
the reasons for exacting some new and stronger 
engagements, from the members of the House 
'of Commons to those whom they are chosen to 
represent, is, we think, sufficiently obvious. 

8. " Although it must be allowed, that the 
multiplying of oaths, without great and evident 
reasons, ought to be avoided, yet an oath being 
the most solemn engagement which men can 
be laid Under, we judge it, on that very ac- 
count, the more proper to he imposed upon this 
important occasion ; nor will the probability 
of its being broke through; by the iniquity of 
mankind, be an argument of greater force 
against this bill, than against any other law 
made for preventing any other crime whatso- 
ever. (Signed) Huntingdon, Bruce, Ply- 
mouth, Montjoy, Northampton, Straf- 
ford, Hereford, Craven, Oxford and 
Mortimer, Ker, Sunderland, Berkshire, 
Aylesford, Litchfield, Maynard, Foley, 
Coventry, Masham, Bristol, Bathurst, 
Beaufort, Warrington, Gowcr, Abing- 
don, Boyle, Thanet." 

The Pension Bill rejected by the Lords.] 
Then the question was put, whether the said 
Bill shall be rejected f It was resolved in the 
affirmative. 

Protest thereon.] u Dissentient', 

1. " Because the evident intention of this 
Bill, was only to make a further advance to- 
wards gaining that good end, which the legis- 
lature hitherto has, we fear, too weakly endea- 
voured to compass, the prevention of corrup- 
tion ; which, it must be owned, is an evil of 
*• mischievous. a nature, so apt to spread and 
grow epidemical, that a wise and virtuous peo- 
ple will apply the most timely and effectual re- 
medies that can be devised for the cure of it, 
since a nation once infected must soon get the 
better of so contagious a distemper, or it will 
soon get the better of the nation. v 

2. " Because we can hardly frame in our 
minds a more reasonable method, than the 

.sanction of such an oath of purgation as was 
to have been taken by all the members of the 
House of Commons, if this bill bad passed into 



a law, to' preserve that part of the legislature 
pure and free from that kind of bribery, which 
seems, from the nature of it, to be the most 
pernicious, a secret unavowed pension ; or 
what (however different in name) would, we 
fear, be too much the same in effect, an office 
in trust, or a clandestine gratuity. 

3. " Because the act of Parliament wbicb 
passed last year, though it contains some ex- 
cellent provisions against bribery and corrup- 
tion, and ought, in our opinion, ever to be held 
sacred, inviolable, and a fundamental part of 
our yet free constitution, wanted still some- 
thing, as we judge, to make it more complete, 
for establishing an oath for the elected as well 
as the electors; which being done by this bill, 
we cannot but look upon it to- have been a sea- 
sonable and necessary addition to those laws 
already enacted for the same purpose, in order 
to guard us more strongly against the powerful 
and malignant influence of wicked, aspiring, 
and despotic ministers, who can invent no arti- 
fices so likely to subvert the liberties of the 
people, as by corrupting those who are chose* 
to defend them. 

4. " Because, we apprehend* the House of 
Commons may think themselves unkindly treat- 
ed by us, for rejecting a bill sent from them of 
great consequence, by which they, designed only < 
to secure . their own honour , and the nation's 
liberties, and' that concerned only their own 
members, without allowing ft even the usual 
forms of commitment; and the rest of our 
fellow subjects will, . we fear, hardly be cha- 
ritable enough to think that one House of 
Parliament could be perfectly unbiassed, when 
it refused so proper an expedient to make* 
in a great measure, the other so.— (Signed ) 

Plymouth, Beaufort, Montjoy, War- 
rington, Berkshire, Strafford, Aylesford, 
Bruce, Litchfield, Ker, Sunderland-, 
Bristol, Gower, Bathurst,Boyle, Here- 
ford, Oxford and Mortimer, Masham^ 
Maynard, Coventry, Foley, Thanet, 
Craven, Huntingdon, Abingdon, North- 
ampton." 

The Common? Address to the King respecting 
the Harbour of Dunkirk.] Feb. 11. The 
Commons resolved, " That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleased to give directions, that 
the orders, instructions, reports and all pro** 
ceedings had in regard to the Port and Harbour 
of Dunkirk, since the demolition thereof, be 
laid before this House."*— On the following 
day, his Majesty agreed to this Address. 



+ " The opposition had been long impressed 
with a notion, that the minister was in a secret 
compact with the court of France, to suffer 
that king to repair the harbour of Dunkirk. 
They knew, that nothing would more exasperate 
the nation, than the suffering that harbour to 
be repaired, if it could be proved, and that the 
suspicion of conniving at it would fall upon the 
English ministry. An ;Addrji*s> therefore, nils 
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tad been done relating to the harbour there 
wa9 ' a manifest violation of the treaties be- 
' tween the two crowns/ But the other side 
baying, before he was seconded, got upon the 
paper the motion for an Address ; the debate 
began at about five in the afternoon, lasting 
4fery earnest and stfcnuou* till past two m the 
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Feb. ! Vf . 'TbeCommous resolved, /" That an 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
to return him the Thanks of this House, for his 
Majesty's early care and attention for the inte- 
restor* this nation, in causing proper applica- 
tion to be made to the court of France, not 
only for putting a stop to the Works carrying 
on, but for demolishing such as had been made 
by the inhabitants at Dunkirk, for repairing 
the port" and channel there; and to express 
bur satisfaction in the good effects, which his 
Majesty's instances have had, by obtaining ex- 
press orders from the most Christian king, for 
causing to be destroyed all the Works that 
may have been erected at Dunkirk, contrary to 
the Treaties of Utrecht and the Hague, and 
our reliance upon their being faithfully exe- 
cuted ; and further to declare our satisfaction 
in the firm union and mutual fidelity which so 
happily subsist, and are so strictly preserved, 
between the two crowns." 

- The King's Answer.] His Majesty returned 
this Answer: 

" Gentlemen, 
; " I thank you for this Address, which is very 
pleasing and acceptable to me ; and I make 
nb doubt, but the roost Christian king will, 
, pursuant to the mutual fidelity which subsists 
between the two crowns, cause the Orders to 
be effectually executed, which he has given at 
tny instances, for demolishing the Works that 
have been made by the inhabitants of Dun- 
kirk, contrary to the Treaties of Utrecht and 
the Hague."* 

voted, f That the King should direct that the 
* orders, instructions, reports and all proceed- 
f iugs had in regard to the port and harbour of 
f Dunkirk/ since the demolition of Dunkirk, 
should be laid before the House. This absurd 
(notion was made upon the information and at 
the instigation of lord Bolingbroke, an invete- 
rate enemy to the minister, who pretended that 
[je could bring evidence of the flourishing state 
of the fortifications of the harbour of, Dunkirk. 
Put having trusted the management of the af- 
fair to a person, who had served bim in the ca- 
pacity of a secretary, without any abilities but 
' those of the bacchanalian kind, this important 
discovery came to nothing ; and the motion, so 
far from being detrimental to the minister, pro- 
duced a resolution in his favour/' Tindal. 

; * " March 2, 1730. The opposition pro- 
ceeded on Thursday last with vigorous attacks 
on the affair of Dunkirk. - Sir William Wynd- 
bam proposed, after the examination of wit- 
nesses, and reading papers was over, that what 



A petition against th 
India Company's Charter rejectddj^ *\ Ptbfuj 
26. A, petition, and Proposal, of seWral Ml 
chants, Traders, and other persons, in behalf {if 
themselves, and others, the subjects of Great 
Britain, was presented to the House, and reaij**' 
" Offering toadvance3,26d,w6^;t*^ 
fund, and trade, of the preterit £ast India Com- 
pany * (the Petitioners conceiving both tcrbtf 

morning, and had such a turn, that tjbe Whig- 
party was animated to the last degree, which 
was chiefly occasioned by sir Robert Vyalpole 
having very artfully aud vigorously felt on the 
late lord Bolingbroke, sir W. Wyndham took 
his part, and justified his old friend, making a 
comparison between Bolingbroke and sir Ro- 
bert;, as if the first was every way as honest a 
man as the latter, which was answered with as 
much zeal, fire, and good sense by Mr. H.~ Pet- 
ham, as ever X heard in my life, aud created an 
universal spirit, flame, apd resentment against 
Bolingbroke in the whole House ; so that upon 
the division, -the Whigs were 270 against \%4Sf, 
In my opinion, it was the greatest day wiffrre- 
spect to the thing itself,, and the consequences 
of. it both at home and abroad, for his Ma; 
iesty, and the present ministry, that I ! ever* 
knew ; and must, I think, prove a thunderbolt 
to the adversaries here, as well as to theitf 
friends on your side the water."— -Horace Wat- 
pole to XiOrd Harrington : Coxe's Walpbje. 

* " Another object of great nation'af interest 
brought forward by opposition, was to prevent 
the renewal of the Charter of the East India 1 
Company, which was near its expiration^ and 
to form another incorporated society without 
the exclusive privileges, which should grant 
licences, upon certain conditions, to all persons 
inclined to trade to the East Indies," The Iear£ 
ing men in the minority, foreseeing that the 
Company would apply to the legislature fbf 
the renewal of their Charter, had secretly pre^ 
vailed on many respectable merchants in the 
city to engage in the scheme. It had a po- 
pular tendency, from the general aversion 1 
which is always entertained against Mom^ 
polies and exclusive privileges, by those ^tfnfi 
derive no immediate share from the eroeftW 
ments; and was still farther reeonMnendethtJJ 
the plausible pretence of easing the public bur- 
thens, by Obtaining a large sum of money* fropi 
the new incorporated society. , 

n Having obtained information of their y^ewij, 
the minister laboured to counteract them.; "|fo 
was convinced that the tiade could only beTtar> 
ried on by an exclusive Company. The jfe^ 
sons who were to form the new society wire 
wholly unacquainted with the secrets or* 
business, and unless the company could be in- 
duced to communicate information^ arid jo 
part with its forts and settlements in the coun- 
try, the trade might be reduced or annibih)te<it 
Having concerted his plan with \ a feff 'pf, ™| 
directors, in whom' he placed iropficj^_cOn|bf 
denc^ and aware that the chief h*pm q£*W& 
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redeemable) the said Money to be advanced at 
five several payments on or before the 2ath of 
March, 1733, at an interest of 4- per cent, from 
the times of payment, till the 25th of March, 
1735, and two per cent, afte rwards ; provided, 
the Lenders may be incorporated, and vested 
with the whole trade to the East Indies, and 
elsewhere, in the same extensive degree, as is 
granted to the present Company ; yet so, as 
not to trade with their joint stock, or in a cor- 
porate capacity, but the Trade to be open to 
ail his Majesty's subjects, upon licence from 
such proposed new Company, to be granted to 
all his Majesty's subjects desiring the same, on 
proper terms and conditions ; and provided 
the trade be exercised to and from the port of 
London only; and to be subject to redemption 
at any time, upon three years notice, after a 
term of 31 years, and repayment of the prin- 
cess conceived by opposition, were founded on 
the popular ground of* obtaining sums of money 
for the use of the public, he anticipated their 
views, by insinuating to the House, that a part 
of his Ways and Means would be derived 
from the East IndiaCompany. This unexpect- 
ed turn surpiiscd the minority, and wholly 
disconcerted their plan before it was brought to 
maturity. They had however proceeded so 
far in opening private subscriptions, and making 
engagements, that they could not recede. A 
Petition was therefore presented to the House, 
but after a long debate, it was rejected by a 
majority of 223 against 138. 

" The opposition, however, were not inti- 
midated by the rejection of this proposal. They j 
had been taken unawares, and compelled, by | 
the address of the minister, to bring it forward 
before it had been fully digested. They re- 
solved therefore to introduce the business again, ; 
and employed the intervening time in publishing 
anonymous letters, essays in periodical papers, j 
and pamphlets, against exclusive companies in 
general, and particularly against the East In- 
dia Company. All the arguments which had 
ever been advanced against Monopolies in this 
and other mercantile companies, were retailed 
on this occasion, and all the benefits which 
were supposed to result from a free trade, were i 
Ujagnified with great art and subtilty. The 
ministers and the East India Company were 
not on their part silent ; they likewise defended 
with no less skill, the advantages of an united 
Company, vested with exclusive privileges, and 
bouud by peculiar regulations,under the controul 
of the legislature. The petition was again 
presented to the House of Commons, on the 
9th of April, and rejected without a division. 
While it was depending, the minister brought 
in his Bill, which prolonged the Charter to 
1766, on the condition of paying 200,000/. to- 
wards the supply of the year, and of reducing 
the interest of the money advanced to the pub- 
lic, from 160,000/. to 120,000/. or one per 
cent, by which bargain, the nation was bene- 
fited to the amount of at least a million," Coxe's 
Walpole. 



cipai : and praying, that the premises may be 
taken into consideration, and such determi- 
nation made thereupon, as to this House may 
seem meet." 

And the House being moved, That the fol- 
lowing acts of Parliament relating to the Ease 
India Company, might be rea d, viz. 9° et 10° 
Willielmi 3, c. 41. s. 56. 61. 79- 81.. 6° Anna-, 
cap. 17. 10° Annaj, cap. 28. The said Acts 
were read according^. And the question being 
pur, That the said Petition be rejecteo\ it wa* 
carried by a Majority of 223 against 133. 

Bill for better regulating of Juries.'] March 
12. A Bill was brought into the House of 
Commons, for better regulating of Juries; 
which passed the several stages without opposi- 
tion ;* and was agreed to by the Lords. 

* " This session, a most excellent act past 
for the better regulation of juries. Before 
this time, it was a reproach to the English law, 
that no provision was made to oblige men of 
substance effectually to serve as jurymen ; for 
which reason it was very common for men of 
property to shift that office off from themselves 
upon indigent people; which opened an easy way 
for corruption in the most capital cases. There 
having been many great and notorious corrup- 
tions in thetrials and causes in courts of justice, 
for want of proper persons to serve upon juries; 
arising sometimes from the neglect of persons of 
good substance and credit, who shifting off from 
themselves the trouble of attending at those 
court3 to serve as jurymen, made it necessary 
often to make use of indigent men for that ser- 
vice, who were easy to be drawn in to serve an 
ill cause ; and sometimes from the practice of 
knavish lawyers, who would often find means 
ro pack a jury by concert, with those who were 
concerned in returning persons for that service: 
the parliament made this act to remedy those in- 
conveniencies, as well as some others of less 
consequence, that attended the ancient manner 
of summoning and returning juries. By this 
act, the petty constables are required to make 
up true lists of the persons qualified to serva 
on juries within their parishes or precincts ; and 
that no man may be inserted therein who is not 
qualified, those lists are to be fixed on the 
church door, two or more Sundays, twenty days 
before Michaelmas every year; so that all per- 
sons knowing who are to serve for that year 
within their neighbourhood, may make any ob- 
jections they think proper. To prevent needy 
persons from serving upon these occasions, the 
qualification necessary for a juryman is, to be 
a freeholder or a copyholder, of at least 10/. 
per ann. in England, and 6/. in Wales, or a 
leaseholder for life, of the yearly value of 20/. 
These lists being transmitted to the sheriff, he is 
restrained to return no others upon juries but 
whose names are found there; and lest the 
under sheriff;:, or the like officers, should endear 
vour to make money by summoning persons to 
serve on juries, oftener thanks reasonable, in 
hopes of receiving a fee to excuse them ; it is 
3 F 
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ftfcPOmt 0*TBlt Selbct CbMk fff E« 
OK THEST^t^OFtfitE GAOLS Ot THIS RlNGDOM.} 

*ay lltn. Mr. Ogfethorpe, from the Comnrit- 
. tee, .appointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaol* of this kiogdom,made a Report (according 
to order), of the Progress the Committee had 
nWe in their Enquiry into the Stated the 
King's Bench prison, with the Resolutions of 
the Committee thereupon : and he read the 
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered 
the same in atthe clerk's table, together with 
an Appendix to it, as follows': 

tHIRD REPORT of the SELECT COM- 
MITTEE JUVOINTED TO EJTQI/I&E INTO 

tHE Wat* of the gaols of this iing- 

DOlf. 

The said Committee, having entered into an 
Examination of the State of the King's 
Bench Prison, have' thought it proper to 

' lay their Proceedings before the House ; 

; , viz. 

It appeared to the'Committee, that the pri* 
son or the KingVbench doth belong to the 
Court of the KingVbench, and the keeper of 
the said prison is stiled Marshal of the Mar- 
Sliatsea of our Sovereign Lord the King before 
himself being ; which office of Marshal former* 
ly belonged to the earl Marshal of England, as 
appears by an inquisition, taken in the 11th 
year of Henry the 6th, on the death of John 
Mowbray, duke of Norfolk ; which sets forth, 
that it had been separated from the office of 

ordered that no person be obliged to serve 
pftener than once in two years, except in the 
small county of Rutland. When the assize is 
held, the name of each person summoned and 
impanneled, is to be written, with his additjon 
and place of abode, in dist inct pieces of parch- 
ment or paper, rolled up in the same manner as 
like each other as may be ; which names are to 
be put into a box Or glass ; and when a cause 
is, brought to be tried, some indifferent person 
in open court, is to take out twelve of these 
parchments or papers one after another; and 
if any of these persons drawn do Dot appear, 
or is challenged or set aside, then a further 
number, till twelve Be drawn, who shall ap- 

. pear, and shall be the jury to try the cause. 
After which, those names are to be mixed 
again with the other, and' a new jury is to be 
appointed for the next *cause in the same man* 

, ner. Prom this institution, two benefits arise; 
for it becomes impossible to pack or corrupt a 

'jary ; because tio man knows wKo will try the 
cause, till the moment the jurymen are sworn;, 
and the freeholders, &c. will be obliged to at- 
tendance, because none can tell whether his 
name will not be amongst those that are drawn 
out : in which case, if the person does not ap- 
pear, after three times calling, he is liable to a 
fine between 40*. and 5/. at the discretion of 
the j udge*~ Tmdal : 



/ eerl Marshal, btit in the *bth year dnKcMrd 
the »nd, by tetters patent, cotifirmetf tty'jftfflut- 
ment, was re- united to the office of eai$ : Mar- 
shal, and gf anted to Thomas Mowbray, then 
earl of Nottingham, afterwards tfoke of Nor- 
folk, and the heirs male of his bddy, tobehefd 
in capite; and that the yearly value of the 
office of Marshal of the King's- bench was ten 
marks. 

That the heirs male of the said duke failed, 
and the office devolved to the crown. 

Thaf William Lenthall, esq. mortgaged cer- 
tain manors and lands, for 7,000£, to sir 
John Cutler knight ; and, for the further secur- 
ing of the said 7,000/., and the additional 
sum of 3,000/., he, by indenture, bearing date 
the 24th day of February, 1684, mortgaged the 
office of the Marshal of the KingVbench prison 
to the said sir John Cutler, by a bare covenant, 
to stand seized of the said office, subject to the 
payment of the said 10,000/. pounds and in- 
terest.— -(Appendix, A.) 

Whether the said William Lenthall, esq. had 
any, or what, title to the said office, and under 
what limitation it was granted from the crown, 
doth not appear to this Committee. 

That the frequent Escapes of Prisoners from 
the KingVbench and the Fleet, occasioned an 
Act to be passed 8 and 9 Oulielrai Tertii, inti- 
tuled, ' « An Act for the more effectual relief of 
4 creditors, in cases of escapes, and for prevent- 
ing abuses in prisons, and pretended privi- 
' leged places : In which act it is recited, That 
' divers great sums of money, and other re- 
' wards, were received by the' Marshal, of the 
' King's Bench, and Warden of the Fleet, to 
' assist, or permit, prisoners to escape, fbr pre- 
' venting which, it is enacted, that it any Mar- 

* shai, or Warden, of the said prisons, or their 
4 respective deputy or deputies,wbatsoever, shall 
« take any. sum of money, reward, or gratuity, 

* whasoever, or security for the same, to procure, 
' assist, -connive at, or permit, anytuch escape, 

* and shall be thereof lawfull y convicted, the said 
' Marshal, orWarden, or their respective depdtt 
' or deputies shall for every such offence forfeit 

* 500/. and bis said office, and he for ever after 

* incapable of executing such office/ 

That by a subsequent Clause it is in the said 
Act provided, < That .nothing in the said Act 

* contained shall extend to prejudice, impeach, 

* or lessen any security or securities for' an jr 
' t»um or sums of money, made or given, by or 
1 out of the said office of Marshal of the Mar* 
4 shalsta Of the Court Of King's Bench, or the 

* profits thereof, by Win. Lenthall, esq. td' sf* 
' John Cutler, baronet, deceased, or to Ed- 
'mund Boulter, esq. executor of the Said wr 
4 John Cutler, or to any other person or jfer- 
4 sons in trust for them, or either of them, ojrio 
1 subject the said office, or the profits theVi&j*^ 
*or the person or persons in whom the saftaa 
4 are or shall be vested, to any of the forfeitures 
' or penalties in the said Act contained, other 
4 than such as the/are or may be liable Unto 
4 before the making of the said Act, untiTsudh 
'sum or sums, secured thereby, shall "b^ full j 
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fjatia£e£an4 paid* ***** 
« epfya^ned to tl# conWy thereof notwith- 
^ slaving.' v , ' " ' ..• , 

. Jbat this Exemption is pmy froovtbe Papal: 
ties-imposed by the. said Act, ana 1 not from any 
/Forfeku^es , or Penalties, to which the said 
office was otherwise Liable. 

Awl the heirs of Lcntball are not allowed to 
nominate a Marshal, without the consent of the 
mortgagees, as appears by the following 
Clause, via. ' That all and every deputation or 
V deputations, grant or grants, at any time here- 
1 tofore made, or executed by VVbj. Lent hall, 
« esq, of the said office of Marshal of the Mar* 

< shaisea of the said Court of King's Bench, is 
' and are hereby declared void, and of none. 

< effect ; and that all and every succeeding 
« Marshal shall from time to time, and at all 

< times, hereafter, be constituted and appointed 

< by the said William Lentball, his heirs and asr 
'.signs, by and with the conseut, in writing, 
' under the hand and seal of Edmund Boulter, 

r f,eeq.. his executors, administrators and assigns, 
•until the debt, owing by the said William 
' LenthaU to the said Edmund Boulter, execu- 
f tor of sir John Cutler, baronet, deceased, be 
•satisfied.' 

, Xfcat in July, 1708, the manors and lands 
which were mortgaged with the eaid office 
fori securing, the said 10,000i. were sold, for 
the Siim of 8,700/. ; T£QQl whereof was paid 
towards the discharging the principal and in- 
terest of the sajd mortgage. 

.That in the year 1718 Charles Bodvile, 
earl ,pf Jtadnor* claiming under the said sir 
John, Cutler, and his said executor, Edmund 
JBoultet, sftd by indenture, bearing date the 
gQltb- day of September, 1718, assign to Jo- 
seph Studley, bis executors, administrators, 
and assigns* in consideration of a competent 
sum, all nja right and title to the money, se- 
cured, upon the said office, which in the said 
<feed he mentions to Amount to 19,984/. 2s. 4e\ 
which, is said to have arisen to that sum by 
the adding of interest, repairs, and other 
charges. 

That,, on examination of witnesses, it ap- 
peared, that the said competent som was 
10^50pi. which was all the money that was 
paid by the said Studley to the said earl. [B.] 

Th*t,the said Studley purchased these secu- 
rities in Vast for other persons, and divided 
them into shares ; which, being sold at various 
prices, by divers mesne assignments and trane* 
fers came into the hands M the present Mort- 
gagees; via. 

Twentieth Parts. 
Mr* John Preston - - - - - 4 
Jtfr. Thomas and John Martin, in 

trust, &c. --~.--*4 
. Mr. Studley l 
.. Ms* Thomas Martin, in his own 

right 7 

,! JRr. John Martin, in his own right 4 
That the said Mortgagees have received the 
rente and profits of the said office, and the pro- 
fita awing from the sale and alienation of the 



e«cee m the 4i*p*s^<Hv<»f th# Marshal, wfcre- 
they »bave received a much greajte^ xaisn* 
than the interest of the said 10,5002. to .this 
time amounts to. [Cj 

That LenthalTs cUum to the freehold of the 
said office hath been conveyed to, and Iwpt in* 
Trustees ; and these Trustees bane, generally, 
been- men of mean' circumstances, and norni* 
nated at the request of the Mortgagees* 
ED. 1.] 

The present Trustees are James Slann, a 
footman to one of the Mortgagees, and John 
Wildey, a scrivener ; which said Trustees, in 
pursuance of a -Verbal order ef four of the 
Mortgagees, did, by lease, dated the 14th day 
of January, 11 89, let to Richard Mullens, esqw 
the office of Marshal and Keeper of the prison- 
ers in the King's Bentb prison, for three years; 
which prisoners (as appear* by the Commit* 
ment Books) are in number 657, ami are 
Charged with 135,434*. 13s.; besides great 
numbers, wfc& are charged, without specific*-- 
tioa of the sums, tbey being charged on surren- 
ders to actions, the number of which actions 
amount to 898, nod the sums due may, probe* 
bly, be very great. [D. **] < <\ 

The Committee do not nod, that any seen* 
rity (except their own personal security) hath 
been taken, or required, from any Marshal of 
the King's Bench, for the safe keeping of the 
prisoners, either by the Trustees, or by any 
other ; and the Marshals, is well as the Trus* 
tees, have, generally, been men of very mean 
circumstances; and the Mortgagees having 
thus screened themselves behind Trustees, no- 
minated at their own request, deem themselves 
not answerable for escapes ; so the creditor 
hath no- person, of any substance, to have re* 
course to, in esse of an escape; the conse- 
quence of which (amongst many other exam* 
Rles) appeared very evidently in the case of Mr* 
Poulter: [£.] He was indebted to Mr. William 
Wilson in the sum of 13,000/ for which be was 
charged in execution in the King's Bench pri- 
son, and chose rather to . make the Marshal a 
large present, than to pay bis own debts. Mr. 
Machen who was then Marshal, accepted 
of the money; Poulter went to Holland; and 
Wilson sued, and recovered judgment against 
Machen the Marshal ; who (being an insolvent, 
remained a prisoner in his own gaol; and Wil- 
son applied to the court of King's Bench that 
the profits of the office might be sequestered 
for his debt; but the Mortgagees made such • 
claim, as * to protect tbem ; so that Wilson* 
having a right, bnt no remedy, and being by 
this slight of law intirely ruined, shot himself in 
despair. 

The office of Marshal of the said prison was , 
let to the said Richard Mullens by a, Trustee, 
by the consent and direction of the Mortgagees, 
in January, 1724, for the annual rent of 700^.; 
he being, over and above, obliged* to pay the 
annual sum of 28/. 10s. as a fee farm rent, and 
also an annual sum of SQL to. the Chamberlain, 
nominated by the Mortgagees ; the whole 
amounting to 750/. per annum. 
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Har lease was renewed in January lest^eiid 
by indenture, tearing date the 14th day of the 
said month, he covenant* with Jatnes Stand 
and John Wildey, to pay them 700/. pet* aim. 
clear of all taxes ; besides which, to pay the 
fee tana Teat, &c. although all the open' and 
legal profits, of which the said Mullens could 
awe any account to the Committee, amounted 
to about 350/. per armum, and no mote. 

The high rents of the said office cannot be 
cnade up, without great oppression ; much less 
can the other fees, with which it is loaded, be 
complied with;' insomuch that the Marshals 
generally continue but a short time in that 
osSce, there having; been 15 from the year 1666 
to the yeatfltS*; and sometimes, on a pri- 
soner's being * committed for a considerable 
sumy the Marshal accepts of money to grant 
bbwthe {tales,- and suffers him to escape ; [F.] 
and, if the ^hvintitf recovers against the Mar- 
sha^beturiW himself a prisoner into bis own 
gaffiaa hich is accompanied with a kind of gaol 
m timry *• The insolvent Marshal, being in this 
, wndilion, generally refuses to give his success 
eor* any accountant* th$ prisoners, to whom be 
gave the Liberty of the Rules, and by this pro- 
ceeding the new Marshal does not apprehend 
himself to be charged or chargeable with them. 
,? On this occasion a ntte of court is sometimes 
"granted, tor the new- Marshal to take all the 
prisoner? in. the rales, and persons; who hare 
escaped ; but the Marshal does not think bin> 
eeif obliged to re-take them, end it gives the 
new Marshal a pretence to squeeze great sums 
oF^money out of such prisoners, as enjey the 
rales. £G.] 

Over and above the aforementioned exorbi* 
tans rents, on a* new Marshal's being sworn, it 
bath been usual for him to pay 100 guineas to 
the Lard Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and 
50 guineas to each of the Puisne Judges of that 
court. - The present Marshal, when he was 
•worn Marshal (in pursuance of a lease, granted 
to him in 1734) gave «a purse of 100 guineas 
into the hands of sir John Prat, knight, then 
Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and 
one other purse, containing 50 guineas, to Mr, 
, Justice Fortescue, and the like sum to Mr. 
Justice Poms ; and be offered the like sum to 
sir Robert Raymond, knight, then one of the 
Puisne Judges of that court, who refused * the 
same, saying, he did not know any such fee 
was due, and that, if it was not a legal fee, lie 
would not take it ; but that be would inform 
himself of the Lord Chief Justice, and the Other 
Judges : and eome days after be accepted the 
aafc&um, having seen the Lord Chief Justice, 
and the other Judges of the said Court. [Vide 

The said Richard Mullens Was again sworn 
into the said office on* the^5tb day of January, 

^1?$9> his former lease being then expired, and 
a new one obtained; on winch occasion air 

•j Robert Raymond, knight, Lord Chief Justice of 
the King's " Bench? and she other Judges of the 

^ eaHd Bet4ch, did not accept of any Fee whatso- 
ever**^ . 



>4>veT aftKbove tbe%e Fecee* P*nm*k> fsstaV 
by the Marshals, on their being lworrr fetaVfj**) 
said office, they used to pay, every C biiH iiass y 

to the Lord Chief Justice of the Krog> Bead* 
20/ guineas, and to each of the- puisne Judge* 
10 guinea*, until such lime, as the present air 
Robert Raymond came to be Lord CbiefJoS* 
dee : He then generously refused to aceeavef 
any such presents, and would never receive a»^ 
gratification whatsoever from the said Matefcsf ; 
and he was imitared in this by Mr. Justice 
Reynolds, Who, though he accepted the to gui- 
neas, sent the same, by his C!erk> to be?' distri- 
buted amongst the prisoners of the said pri- 
son ; and all the Judges of the said Court have . 
now followed this example : at Christmas, 17*9. 
they alt refused to accept any presents from 
the said Marshal. .. - - r 4 

Not only the Marshals, but the depot* 
Marshals, usually made presents (on their ad- 
mittance) to the Lord Chief Justice of the said 
Court : Mr. John Morris, who is now deputy 
Marshal, on bis buying that office, Jynides'the 
purchase money paid by him for the said of- 
fice, made a present to the Lord Chief Jasttce 
Holt of SO guineas, which, as far as he remem- 
bers, he gave to him with his own bands: [HJ] 

That, upon inspecting the said King's Bench 
Prison, it appears to be in very bad repair, and 
not capable' of containing a third part of the 
number of prisonem, even now intheMarefaafs 
custody, who amount to 657 ; which number is 
much less, than used to be in that custody, 
before the late acts; of parliament against frivo- 
lous Arrests, end for relief of insolvent debtor** 
and it is remarkable, that not one person, dis- 
charged by the said late act (tor relief of ieso*- 
vene Debtors) bath been recommitted for any 
new Debt. *-'^ ! 
J The common aide of this prison* is divided 
into little cabins, or lodges, the floors of many 
of which are six or eight feet below the terei of 
the ground ; the master's side is ia a very bald 
condition ; and the whole in no way adequate 
to the Vast rent paid for it. - li 

Many complaints were laid before the Com- 
mittee, of cruelties committed by former Mar- 
shals of the said prison, particularly, of a atar- 
der of one Allen, a prisoner in the said prise*, 
in the year 1T23, when Machen was Marshal ; 
and also complaints of exorbitant sums having 
been taken for the liberty of the roles. 

But the requisite attendances en other ser- 
vices of the House have made it impracticable*** 
go through* the examinations of these com- 
plaints, before the conclusion of this session. 

However, the Committee having examined 
all the prisoners- on the common side; and 
many of those on the' Master's side (who are 
mostly new prisoners, committed since the be- 
ginning of the late parliamentary; enquiries iato 
the State of the Gaols) it appeared by their ex- 
aminations, that no violence or cruelty hath 
been used to them by the present Marsha^ hat, 
on the contrary, that be batb donewue/ acta 
of compassion aad charity towards those pa? the 
common side y by wbieb, one by Ous free < os i a> > 
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Qdtopintceyttpon hisseVeral examinations be* 
fa*' them; betiath tattoo efctided bimeelf to 
favour, than blame. •:' r >'• 

* >1!k& said prisoners stfco declared, that they 
had heard of terrible oppression* formerly, none 
of which have hftp^enad ef labe, the ears of the 
present Lord Chief Justice of life court of 
kiogVbench being always open to the com- 
plaints of the prisoner and he having with great 
patience heard <i U their, petitions. 

Their chief Complaints, at present/ are the 
great distress they a*e reduced to, the charities 
ntitr being sufficient for maintenance of the poor 
prisoners ; and that the being admitted on the 
common side, and thereby entitled to the bene- 
fit of the charities,' which are confided to 4hat 
side, is granted as a particular favour, and not 
as a general right; and that it 'is with great 
difficulty a poor wretch on the master's side, 
though never so miserable, can be admitted on 
the common side, to 1 share in these Charities. 

The Marshal is chiefly enabled to pay his 
rent, by permitting prisoners, on security, to 
live out of the prison, any where within the 
rales* {Vide E.] The strait ness of the prison, 
jind its incapacity to contain the numbers, 
thereto usually committed, occasioned the pri- 
soner's application to -the Court of KingVbench 
for more room ; who took upon them to im power 
the Marshal to suffer his prisoners to live out of 
the walls of the prison, he being answerable for 
their forth-coming. The limits, within which 
such prisoners were allowed to be. were fixed 
by the Court of KingVbench ; and that space 
of ground is called the Rules, and now deemed 
part of the prison. The Court of KiogVbench 
hath taken on them to enlarge the said space ; 
particularly, in the time, when sir John Prat, 
knight, wm Lord Chief Justice, the Court then 
declared, that it was in their power to extend 
the rules id such manner, as they should think 
fit. 

If this be law, all England may be made one 

extended prison. 

The prisoners make large presents to the 
Marshal, for the Liberty of these Rules ; and, 
being under his protection, and in his favour, 
may take houses, or lodgings, within the rules, 
and lire in n very easy manner; whilst the 
poor honest debtor, who hath paid away 
all his substance, to satisfy his creditors, 
is a close prisoner within the prison : Thus the 
debtor, who will not-pay his creditors, lives at 
ease ; and he; who cannot pay, suffers* 

The Prisoners', enjoying the liberty of the 
Rules, are, by the- present usage of the Court of 
King's* bench, in some manner protected even in 
criminal cases ; for, if they are guilty of the 

: greatest crimes. or disorders, they cannot (by the 
opinion of that Court) be committed by any au- 
thority, but that of the Judges of the said Court of 
KiugVbench; so that, if a murder, riot," or 
mutiny, should happen, whilst the said Judges 

- ace on the circuits, or otherwise absent, there 
is* no power to commit to the county gaol any 
pfisene* in the rules, who shall he concerned 



thereto t fer, should a Justice of the peace, on 
complaiot made, commit a prisoner in the rules 
t&tbe county gaol* he woridy4*»ttom*(by a late 
opinipn of the said Court) be deemed guilty of 
a rescue and escape, and be liable to the debts . 
of the prisonerV whom he had so committed. > 

For it 'appears, tbtft a complaint was made, 
in December, 17^8, to Samuel Woodham, esq. 
one of his Majesty's justices of the peace lor 
the county of Surry, against Humphry Heybord 
and Joseph Allen (two prisoners in the rules) 
for -violently assaulting a woman, and other 
misdemeanours ; and they not being able to 
find security for their appearance at the nest 
quarter sessions for the said county, Mr; 
Wood ham committed them to the said county 
gaol r On this, the Marshal moved the Court 
of King'* Bench for an attachment against Ms* 
Woodham ; and the matter being brought be- 
fore the court, the court declared, .that Mr> 
Woodham,' m committing the said Heybord and 
Alleo (prisoners in the custody of the Marshal) 
to the county gaol, upon arty pretence whatso- 
ever (notwithstanding the coeoty geoj wae 
within the rules of the prison of *be. Jkiae/* 
Beuch) was guilty of it rescue* aJterW*>ch, 
the Court interposed, and prevailed *r|ifc» 0m 
said Mullens (the Marshal) to* make up '<tb* 
matter, on Mr. Woodham's paying 31/. costs, 
for committing two prisoners, who had broke 
the peace, and could not find security. 

The high Rent, paid by the Marshal, occa- 
sions exorbitant fees, extortions, and many 
other inconveniencies. 

The Marshal hath one shilling per night, Tor 
every prisoner, who lies in a spungitig-tiouse; 
which may be a great inducement to him to 
keep prisoners from coming into the prison. 

The Rrison Fees are exorbitant; and the 
Judges having met together, and proceeding to 
take the same into their consideration, in order 
to their making a reduction thereof,: pursuant 
to the late act, a doubt arose, whether they 
could,' or ought, to reduce the said fees, because 
of the property of the mortgagees : and, this 
matter remains for the further consideration Of 
parliament. ■ ^ 

That no Security being given Tor safe custody 
of the prisoners, and the artful confusion of the 
title between the trustees for Lenthajl, and the 
mortgagees, render the custody of the said 
prison unsafe, and precarious. 

It appeared to the Committee, that, not- 
withstanding the inconveniency, arising from 
the claim of the mortgagees, and the high rent 
paid by the Marshal, yet this prison of the 
King's Bench is much better regulateu* than 
any other prison, the Committee>hath enquired 
into ; which they cannot but ascribe to the cafe 
of the Lord Chief Justice Raymond, who, not 
accepting of any presents, or fees, from the 
Marshal of the said prison, hath kept the said 
Marshal strictly to the performance of his d uty ; 
and his lordship hath heard, and redressed, the . 
complaints of the prisoners. ■■■■ 

It appeared to the Committee^ that there 
are now in being* tome Book* and Lists of 
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Charities, Wlougiag to this prison; and aisa 
that there have been other books, relating to 
the said Charities, which books are. not now 
forth-coming. 

, There i» . a Charity collected from tbeseveral 
counties, and another, of monies collected in 
tbe courts of Westminster-hall, called High 
Bar-money. . In the collecting the first of the 
said Charities there is some difficulty* full 
powers not being given for the raising thereof; 
and it hath been represented to the Committee, 
that the latter (though Charity- Money) doth 
belong to the Lord Chief Justice, and that he 
bath a right to dispose of the same, as he thinks 

fit. [k;\ 

Anil it appeared to the Committee,, that out 
ef the small charity, which yet remains unim- 
bezzled, an attempt was lately made to deduct 
monies,' to repair t|ie Wards for, receiving tbe 
furniture, given to the sick rooms by the pre- 
sent Lord .Chief Justice Raymond ; and that 
these poor creatures, besides their great fees, 
pay also for repairing rooms in the gaol, and 
they were induced to sign * common seal for 
this purpose : [L.] 

That the poor Prisoners suffer greatly, by 
tbe applying of tbe Charity Money to repairs, 
or to any other uses, than dividing it amongst 
them, mid by their not being admitted to the 
common side, and tbe sharing the charities: 

That the prosecuting Justices of the Peace, 
for acting in cases of breaches of the peace, 
tfofftmittcd by prisoners of the King's Bench 
prison, or within the rules thereof, greatly tend- 
to the encouraging of disorderly, riotous, and 
dangerous, practices there. 

By insfjecting the Lists of Prisoners for Debt, 
transmitted from the various Gaols of this king? 
eHjoi, and the Gazettes, and other authorities, 
the Cnwrmittee find, that near 6,000 persons 
have been discharged out of the said Gaols by 
virtue of the act,- passed in the last session of 
parliament, for relief of insolvent debtors ; and 
that 600 of; bis Majesty's subjects, fugitives for 
debt, have returned, and reaped the benefit of 
that act : And by the returns of the Lists from 
the Country Gaols, it appears, that many huu* 
tired persons are still confined there, who were 
prisoners for debt before the 29th day of Sep- 
tember, 1728, from which time the said Act 
took piece. 

,The Committee came to the following Reso- 
lutions ; viz. 

" Resolved, 1. That k in the opinion of this 
" Committee, That effectual provision be made* 
u to prevent the Judges, their clerks, and ser- 

* vents, from receiving any Fees, Gifts, Pre- 
44 seats, or any gratuities whatsoever, from the 
u gaoler or keeper of any prison, or from an v 
«« officer, intrusted with the custody of the pre- 

* seners, or any person im powered by them. 

" 3. That it is necessary to make further 
" provision, for the discovering, collecting, die- 
" tributing, and accounting for, the Charities, 
« Moaning to the King's Beach prise** 
/ That it is necessary to make farther 



K #fo*isiou, for Creditors, 4*r , the** more 0*05 
" and effectual Recovery of debts and daman*** 
" on the escapes of prisoners from the King's 
" Bench Prison. , L 

" 4. Tbat^ is necessary to make further prjo- 
" vision, fpr the better preservation of the 
" peace within the, King's jfench Prison, nod 
" the rules there/if." 

Appendix. 

Examination of John Wildey. 

[A,) John Wildey, being examined the 11th 
day ot March, 1799, saith,. that he, this &xami- 
aant, hath searched the Records at the Tower, 
and also at the Chapel. of the Rolls, for the ori- 
ginal grant from the crown of the office of Mar* 
shai and prison of the King's Bench, but could 
not find the saute> or any other deed, or con- 
veyance, relating to tbe said office, either to 
Mr. Lentball, or the duke of Norfolk ; and that 
be, this examinant, doth not know what tide 
the said LenthaU had thereto. 

Examination of John Jones, Esq. 

[B.J John Jones, esq, being examined the 
16th day of March, 17 39, saith, that he was 
concerned for the late earl of Radnor in the 
sale of tbe said Earl's interest in the office of 
Marshal and Prison of the King's Beach; and 
that he, this examinant, remembers the pajn 
mentof the Consideration Money for the same, 
and that upwards of 10,000./. was paid to the 
Said Earl in this exammaot's presence ; and thin 
examinant believes, that the whole considera- 
tion money, being 10,500/. was then paid to 
tbe said Earl. 

Examination of Mr. Jasper Blythman. 

Jasper Biythman, gentleman, being examined 
tbe 13th day of March, 1729, jaith, that he 
saw the late earl of Radnor sign tbe receipt 
(now produced , to him, this examinant) for 
10,500/. and that his, this exarainant's name, 
subscribed, as a witness to the said receipt, is 
of this examinant's. proper hand-writing. And 
this examinant further saith, that he cannot, 
at this distance of time, say, whether the 
mone^y was paid at that time of signing the • 
said receipt, but doth believe, that the same 
was then paid; for that otherwise the said, 
Earl would not have signed the said receipt, 
nor should this examinant have witnessed the 
same ; and also for that, by the sale of the 
office of Marshal and Prison of tbe King's 
beach, and of an estate in Wales,' the said 
Earl rendered his circumstances (which before 
that time were very uneasy, and unsettled) in- 
tirely easy. 

Lord Radnor's Receipt for 10,500/. produced 
by Mr. Wildey, 13th March, 17*9. 

I, tbe right honourable Charles Bodville, earl 
of Radnor, do hereby acknowledge, that I 
have this 20th day of September, 1718, De- 
ceived of Joseph Stodley, of London, gentle- 
ssaAvthesumol 10,50C>iof lawful money o^. 
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Great Britain, being the consideration of and 
for my assigning to him (by an indenture, bear- 
in y equal date herewith, and made, or express- 
ed to be made, between me, the said Earl, of 
the one part, and the said Joseph Studley, and 
Hall Loader, and John Allen, of London, gen- 
tleman, of the other part) the debt remaining 
due to me upon several securities, made by 
William Lenthall, esq. deceased, to sir John 
Cutler, koight and baronet, deceased, and se- 
cured by the office of Marshal of the Marshal- 
sea of the King's bench, the consideration of 
which assignment is in the said indenture men- 
tioned to be a competent sum of money, paid by 
him, the said Joseph Studley to me; and there- 
fore of and from the said consideration money, 
and every part thereof, and all demands con- 
cerning the same, I do hereby acquit and dis- 
charge the said Joseph Studley. Witness my 
hand the day and year abovesaid.— Radnor.— 
Witness, Jas. Blythman, John Martin, 
William Battt. 



[C] An Account of the Shares of the several 
Proprietors of the King's Bench: De- 
livered by Mr. John Wildey, 13 March, 
1729. 

20th September, 1718, lord Radnor assigns 
to Mr. Studley for 10,500/. 

24th September, 1718, Mr. Studley declares, 
that the 10,500/. was the money of Richard 
Houlditch and Robert Knight, esquires, Tho- 
mas Martin and Wm. King, goldsmiths, and 
William Martin, gentleman, and by them paid 
in equal shares, viz. 2,100/. a-piece. 

4th December, 1748, Mr. King sold his fifth 
part to Mr. Crull for 2,178/. 15s. 

31 Mar. 1720, Mr. Crull assigned to Sur- 
for 2,775/. 



Note: Upon Surman's Forfeiture, it became 
vested in the Trustees of the South Sea 
Compauy. 

1727. The trustees assigned to Richard 
Bishop Surman's share for 1,555/. 

21 Mar. 1728, Mr. Bishop assigned his 
share to Mr. Preston for 1,821/. 

4 December, 1718, Mr. Houlditch sold his 
fifth part to Richard Capper for 2,200/. 

20 Feb. 1720. Note: Mr. Capper acknow- 
ledged, that he was only a trustee for Mr. 
Bowman. 

Note : Mr. Bowman, by will, gave his Fifth 
to Mr. Thomas and John Martin, in 
trust, ccc. • 

4 April, 1720. Mr. Thomas Martin sold one 
fourth of his fifth part to Mr. Studlev for 525/. 

1721. Mr. Knight's fifth part became for- 
feited to the trustees of the South Sea Com- 
pany. 

1727. The trustees of the South Sea Com- 
pany assigned Mr. Knight's fifth part to Mr. 
Thomas Martin for 1,605/. 

* Apftil, 1721, Mr. William Martin as- 
•ietyof his fifth part to Mr. John 
• 4,200/. and afterwards the said Mr. 



William Martin assigned the other moiety to 
said John Martin. 

Examinations of Mr. Josepii Studley, the 
9th, 11th, and 13th, March, 1729, at the 
Committee, appointed to enquire into tht 
State of the Gaolsof this kingdom. 

Joseph Studley, being examined the 9th day 
of March, 1729, saith that he is entitled to one 
twentieth part of the office of Marshal and 
Prison of the King's bench ; and that he bath 
had such share ever since the year 1718 ; and 
that he paid for the same 525/. at two pay- 
ments, in or about October, 1718, to the use 
of Mr. Wm. Martin. And this examinant 
further saith, that the whole debt, due to the 
earl of Radnor on the said premisses, was as- 
signed to this examinant; and that he, this 
examinant, has all. along received the rents 
and profits of the said premisses for all the 
proprietors thereof, and hith from time to time 
accounted with Mr. Martin and Mr. Wildev, 
who have all such accounts, as also all the title- 
deeds, and writincs, relating to the said office 
of Marshal and Prison of the King's bench, in 
their or one of their custody ; and that he, this 
examinant, hath been allowed 5/. a term for 
his trouble. And this examinant further saith, 
that the book now produced by this examinant, 
doth contain a true account of all alienations 
of offices, fines, and other profits, of the said 
office of Marshal and Prison of the King's 
bench, which have come to the hands or know- 
lege of this examinant. And the said exami- 
nant being asked, whether he doth not appre- 
hend himself liable to make good escapes; he, 
this examinant, saith, that he is not liable 
thereto, it having been so determined, upon a 
trial at law, in Poulter's case. And this exa- 
minant further saith, that both Machen, the 
late Marshal, and Mr. Mullens, the present 
Marshal, of the King's bench, were appointed 
Marshals since this examinant's said purchase, 
and w ith this examinant's consent ; and that 
both the said Marshals gave security, for pay- 
ment of the rent; but that no security was 
taken from either of them, to answer, or make 
good escapes, or for good behaviour. 

And the said Joseph Studley, being again 
examined on the 11th day of March, 1729, 
saith, that he was present at the execution of 
the purchase deeds, dated the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1718, by the late rarl of Radnor: and 
then saw the said earl sign the receipt for 
10,500/. consideration money, and did then 
also see Mr. William Martin pay unto the said 
earl several bank notes at Mr. Blythman's 
chambers in the Temple, but how much, in 
the whole, was paid to the said earl, this exami- 
nant doth not know. 

And the said examinant being again exa- 
mined on the 13th day of March, 1729, saith, 
that he hath used his best endeavours to find 
out Lentha!i\ title to the office of Marshal 
and Prison of the King's bench, but hath not 

| any other account thereof, than t 
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examinant, hath, been informed by Mr. Martin, 
that the title-deeds of the said ofiice were 
lodged in the House of Lords, upon the passing 
of an act of parliament, relating to the said 
ftnsoto, in the 8th and 9th years of the reign of 
king -William the Third. 

Examination of^ames Slann. 

[D. 1.] James Slann, footman to Thomas 
Martin, esq. being examined the 6th day of 
March, 1729, and asked, what property he has 
in the Prison of the King's bench, .says, that 
be is a nominal trustee for the heirs' of Mr. 
LenthalL And this examinant being asked, 
what he means by a nominal trustee, and by 
whom he was appointed- such trustee; he says, 
he does not know, what a nominal trustee is, 
nor by whom he was appointed such: And 
being asked, how he knows, he is a nominal 
trustee ; he says, he is informed, that he is 
such, but does not know by whom he was so 
informed. 

And this examinant being asked, whether 
lie signed and sealed the deed, now shewn to 
him, and by whose order he so executed the 
tame ; be says, he did sign and seal the said 
deed by the order of his master, Mr. Martin. 
'And the said examinant being asked, how long 
it is since be executed the said deed, and who 
was present, when he executed the same; be 
says, he does not know how long it is since be 
executed* the said deed, nor who was present 
at such execution, except Mr. John Wildey, 
who was then present. And the said exami- 
nant being asked, whether he ever read, or 
beard read, the said deed, or knows the contents 
thereof saith, that he never did read, or hear 
read, the said deed, nor knows the contents 
thereof; and that he, this examinant, hath 
signed and sealed several deeds, without read- 
ing, or bearing the same read, or knowing the 
contents of the same. 

And this examinant being asked, whether, 
at the time of bis executing the said deed, he 
apprehended be should reap any benefit by his 
executing the same, or that he was thereby 
liable to answer any escapes, and whether be 
was able to make good escapes, that might 
happen, or to pay 4 or 5,000*. on that occa- 
sion; he, this examinant, saith, that he knew 
not whether be was to reap any benefit by hip 
signing the said deed ; and that he did not ap- 
prehend, by his signing the same, he was liable 
to make good any escapes that happened ; and 
saith, that if any escapes should happen, he is 
not able to make good or pay for the same. 

Examination of Mr. John Wildey. 

4D. 2.] Jpbn Wildey, being examined the 
day of March, 1729, and being asked what 
property be has in the King's-bench prison, 
saitb, that he is a trustee for the heirs of Lent- 
nall, and was nominated such trustee at the 
request of John Martin, esq. in a deed now 
shewn to this examinant ; and that he, this 
examinant, by the verbal order of the said Mr. 
fliartin, and of Mi, Thomas Martin, Mr, Stud- 



ley and Jtfr, Jpbn Preston, did «**sate tain 
other deed, mm also shewn to tbii eaaminaat. 

And this e xaminan t being asked, whether 
be docs not apprehend himself liable to answer, 
escapes, or who is liable |o make. good the* 
same ; he, this examjnaiTt, saith, that be dotit 
not apprehend himself, or any of the proprie- 
tors of the King's-bench prison, answerable for 
escapes ; but that the Marshal of the said pri- 
son is liable to make good the same ; and thai 
be, this examinant, was never put to any trou- 
ble upon account of escapes. And this Exa- 
minant being asked, whether the said Marshal 
has given any and what security, to answer es- 
capes; this examinant saith, that the said 
Marshal has given no other security for that 
purpose, than his own personal security, by a* 
covenant contained in the said last-mentioned 
deed ; but this examinant apprehends, that if 
any escapes shall happen, which the said Mar- 
shal shall not be able to make good, the heirs 
of Lenthall will be liable to make good the 
same. And this examinant further saitb, that 
be doth not, nor ever did, receive any rent 
whatsoever from ibe Marshal of the King's- 
bench, nor ever sign any receipt for rent. And 
the said examinant being asked, whether he 
ever received any surplus money for the heirs 
of Lenthall ; he, this examinant, saith, that be 
never did receive any such surplus money. 

Examination of Mr. John "Preston. * ^ 

Mr. John Preston, being examined the 9th 
day of March, 1729, saitb, that he, this exami- 
nant, is entitled to one fifth part (the wbole 
into five equal parts being divided) m the office 
of Marshal of the King's- bench, and the prison 
thereof, with the buildings and appurtenances 
thereto belonging ; and that he purchased the 
same in May last, of Richard Bishop, to whom 
this examinant paid 1,821/. for the said shave; 
and that the said Richard Bishop thereupon as- 
signed to this examinant all tne estate and in- 
terest of hii% the said Richard Bishop, in the 
said premisses ; the profits whereof being usv 
ally accounted for by Joseph Scudley, the re- 
ceiver thereof, every term, this examinant saith. 
that he hath received for his share of the said 
profits, 28/. each term or thereabouts. 

And the said examinant being asked, whe- 
ther he does not think himself liable to snake 
good escapes of prisoners that may happen, 
saith, he hath been advised, and doth appre- 
hend that he is not liable thereto, being only a 
mortgagee. 

And the said examinant being asked, whether 
Mr. Mullens was made Marshal of the Kine/t- 
bench since thjs examinant's said purchase, and 
with this examinant's consent, and whether the 
said Mullens bad given security to answer or 
make good escapes ; this examinant saith, thai 
the said Mullens was made Marshal since the 
purchase, and with the consent, of this exami- 
nant ; and that he, this examinant, doth not 
know that any security has been .given by the 
said Mullens, to answer or make good any es- 
capes, * 
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' "~*feiis, Marshal of the KingVbench Prison, 
• "■" taken before the Committee of the House 
' of Commons, appointed to inspect the 
J Gaols of this Kinndom, this 21st day of 
; -^February, 1729, and April 9, 1730. 

.This examinant saith, that he is Marshal of 
tbe KingVbench. prison, and appointed by the 
proprietors, vis. Thomas Martin, William Mar- 
tin,, John Martin, John Preston and Joseph 
Studley, esquires : that the said proprietors have 
a right to present a Marshal of the said prisou 
to the court of King's- bench, who, are to ap- 
prove and confirm the said Marshal ; and, after 
he is sworn in before the said court, he is then 
in full possession of the said office. This exa- 
tniuant further saith, that in the year 1724 he 
applied ta the said Joseph Studley, in order for 
to get the office of Marshal to the KingVbench 
prison, and by means*of the said Joseph Stud- 
ley was introduced to the other proprietors, 
whom he (Mullens) met at Garraway's coffee- 
house towards the end of the year 1724, where 
the said proprietors, viz. Thomas Martin, John 
Martin and Joseph Studley, esquires (and, as 
be thinks, William Martin) were present ; who 
proposed to the said examinant, that they the 
said proprietors would present him to the court 
of KingVbench as Marshal of the said prison, 
and grant him (Mullens) a lease of the said of-, 
sice and prison for the space of five years, with 
a right of renewal for three years, after the ex- 
jiirattonof. the said term, on condition of pay- 
ing to the. said proprietors the annual sum of 
800/. and also the further, annual sum of about 
SO/., as a quit-rent, and to allow to the cham- 
berlain of the said prison, appointed by the 
proprietors*, the usual profits of the said office, 
which he bath since compounded with the said 
chamberlain, for tbe yearly sum of SO/. ; and 
that the said proprietors further told him, that 
over and above the said sums, he (the Marshal) 
before he was approved of and sworn into the 
said office, must pay 100 guineas to the JLord 
Chief Justice of the King's- bench, and a further 
sum of 50 guineas to each of the three puisne 
judges of tbe said court : that he, this exami- 
nant, objected to all these demands as too 

'exorbitant, from the impossibility of fairly rais- 
ing the said sums ; to which the said proprie- 
tors answered, that if he (Mullens) refused to 
take the said office on these conditions, many 
others would gladly accept of this offer ; and 
that the former mar shah had made a great deal 
pf money of the said office, and particularly 
Mr. Machen had got between 2 and 3,000/. 

Jby it : this examinant replied, that no person 
could make such a profit honestly ; and if any 
epe^gof so much money in the said office, it 
jaust be by giving liberty to some of the pri- 
soners and running away with them : to which 
the said, John and Thomas Martin, or one of 
Xhem, answered, that he (Mullens) must take 
Mm chance for that, for he took the said office 
*«tb his: eyes open. And this examinant fur- 
ther saith, «iat he agreed with the said pro- 



printers for the .said office and prij»i*$v4*ttd f 
grant *>( the same. was made to hiui and exef 
cuted on the 14th day of Jarm'ary, 1794, by 
Richard Wellman, a hackney writer to the »ai4 
John Mar tio/ or oite of them, w it b, the consent 
of the said Joseph Studley ; and that on or be? 
fore the 23rd day of9fihe said month of January, 
he (Midlens) gave a purse containing 100 guv- 
neasj into the hands of sir John Prat, the then 
Lord Chief Justice of the KingVbench, and 
one other purse containing 50 guineas, to Mr* 
Justice Fortescue, and the like sum to Mr. 
J ustice Powis ; and he offered tbe like sum to 
sir Robert Raymond, then one of the puisne 
judges of the said court, who refused the same, 
saying, he did not know any such fee was due* 
and that if it was not a legal fee he would not 
take it; but that he would inform himself qf 
the Lord Chief Justice, and the other judges ; 
and some days after, the said sir Robert Ray- 
mond did accept of the said sum, having, as be 
informed this examinant, seen the Lord Chief 
Justice, a'nd the other judges of the said court: 
and this examinant has heard, and believes, 
that no Marshal was ever approved of and 
sworn into the said office, without making tbe 
said presents, except himself, who, on the re- 
newal of his grant of the said office and prison, 
was sworn into the said office on the 25th of 
January last, 1729, without making the said 
presents to the judges. And he (Mullens) too- 
ther saith, that the Marshal usually gave, every 
Christmas, twenty guineas to the Lord Chief 
Justice of the KingVbench', and ten guineas to 
each of the puisne judges of the satd court; 
but that sir Robert Raymond, the present 
Chief Justice, has always refused the said suaa,* 
but desired he would not mention such refusal, 
lest his successors should think he lessened 
their perquisites : and further saith, that Mr. 
Justice Reynolds did accept of the ten guineas, 
but sent the said sum by his elerk, to be distri- 
buted among the prisoners of the said prison ; 
and further saith, that all tbe judges of the said 
court refused to take the said presents last 
Christmas. R. Mullens. 

At the Committee, appointed to enquire into 
the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom, 

Tbe said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this 9th day of April, 1730, in the most solemn 
manuer, saith, that the above-written Exami- 
nation, and every part thereof, is true. - 

R. Ml/ LIENS. 

The said Richard Mullens further saith, that 
the lease, by which he agreed to pay 800/. per 
aqnum to the said proprietors, was^ by th« 
interposition of the Lord Chief Justice Pratt, 
cancelled, and a new lease granted, of the 
same date, which is the lease last expired* ^ 
R, Mullens*. w 

Examination of Mr. Richard Mullens, Msfe. 
• shal of the King's Bench Prison, 81st Fe» 
bruary, 1729. 

About five months ago all the judges of the 
KjngVbeoch w4*r«4 Mr, fm tb* 

36 
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proprietors notice to attend them at the Lord 
Chief Justice's chambers, and they alt met ac- 
cordingly, niy Lord Chief Justice then, told the 
proprietors, the occasion of sending for them 
was, to acquaint m them, that they, (the judpes) 
Were of opinion, that there would be a parlia- 
mentary enquiry into their prison, as there 
had been of others ; and, though, they appre- 
hended, they had. no direct right to make any 
order upon them (the proprietors) yet they re- 
commended it to them (the proprietors) to alter 
Che exorbitant rent, they now let it at ; and, 
though they imagined, they were secure under 
an act of Parliament, yet it was theit < tmiou, 
that the parliament would construe it, nat by 
their letting it at such exorbitant rents, and to 
people without sufficient security, and obscure 
people permitted to covenant for it, that 
escapes would be deemed voluntary in them, 
«l if they hud acted themselves as Marshal ; 
that they themselves would be liable to make 
£Ood the escapes, and forfeit their office. 

R. Mullens. 

At the Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the State of the Gaol* of |his King- 
dom, 

Th< said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this ninth day of April, 1730, in the most 
solemn manner, saith, tliat the above written 
Examination, and every part thereof, is true. 

R.MuiXEJfS. 

The fourth Examination of Mr. Mullens, in 
the most solemn manner, 9th April, 1730. 

At the Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom, 

[E.J Richard Mullens, Marshal of theKing's- 
* bench prison, being examined this 9th day of 
April, 1730, in the most 3olemn manner, saith, 
that he, this examinant, hath lived within the 
rules of the said prison, and been conversant 
therein, foi> the space of ten or eleven years ; 
and tljat in or about the year 1723, one Poul- 
ter was committed to the custody of Richard 
' Machen, then Marshal, in- execution, for 
18,000/, and upwards, at the suit of William 
Wilson ; and that soon afterward* the said 
Machen gave the said Poulter the liberty of the 
lilies, for £60 guineas, or thereabouts, and 
took a bond from the said Poulter** brother, 
for 1,000/. (as the said Machen informed this 
examinant) and in and about 'ten days after the 
Said Poulter obtained the liberty of the rules, 
t& escaped to Holland, and there continues, 
as this examinaat is also informed : And there- 
upon the said Wilson brought an action, in the 
court of KingVbench, against the said Machen, 
for the said escape, and recovered judgment 
for the said debt ; and afterwards the said 
Wilson moved the said court, that the profits 
of the office of Marshal and prison of the Kingfs 
bench might be sequestered for the said debt ; 
and the court referred, it to 'the master of the 
Kind's- bench office, to state the account of the 
mortgagees ; and the said master repprted due 
to them 18,000/. and the said Wilson could not 



obtain any satisfaction, and 'soon afterwards 
j shot himself, in despair, at an inn in Barnaby 
' Street, which, this examinant believes, was 
called St. Christophers. And this examinant 
further saith, that the said Machen is now a 
prisoner, in the custody of this examinant, at 
the suits of Elizabeth and Anne Wilson, the 
administratrixes of the said Wm. Wilson, and 
also at the suits of Benjamin Arnold and Chris- 
topher Thwaites ; and that several 'other pri- 
soners, besides the said Poulter, did escape, 
during the time that the said Machen was 
Marshal ; and that the rent of the office and 
prison is so exorbitant, that no person of good 
substance would take the said office ; and that 
it lias been customary for former Marshals to 
suffer escapes, to enable them to raise money 
to pay their rent, and to get their livelihood. 

R. MtriXENS. 

The Examinations of Mr. Richard Mullens, 
Marshal of the King's Bench Prison, taken 
23d February, 1789, and 9th April, 1790. 

Tliis examinant saith, that Knight and Sup- 
man being possessed of two fifths of the office 
of Marshal of the prison of the KingVbench, 
as he is informed, Thomas Martin, esq. and 
Richard Bishop, tipstaff of the court or com- 
mon pleas, purchased those two fifths of the 
trustees of the South Sea Company, for the 
sum of 1,6002. each, as this examinant is also 
informed, and some time about twelve months 
since, Mr. Preston, cterk of the Vintners Com- 
pany, purchased Mr. Bishop's said fifth ; bat 
snows not what sum of money was paid for it. 
That he computes the fees, which he has ac- 
tually received, as Marshal of the prison, to 
amount to about 50/. annually, before they 
were lately reduced ; and that he expects, 
very littfe will arise from those, fees for the 
future : That what induced him to take * new 
grant of the said office and prison, at a refit of 
750/. was, from an assurance given him by 
Mr. Studley, one of the proprietors, of an in- 
tention of the proprietors, to reduce his rent 
to 400/. (the Judges having recommended such 
reduction) and in further hopes, that, if the 
government should take the gaol into their 
hands, he (Mullens) might be appointed 
marshal of it : That the profit cbieny arises 
from giving the liberty of the rules to the pri- 
soners, which were greatly enlarged by the 
late Chief Justice Prat, by the addition of St. 
George's Fields to the rules, on application of 
the prisoners to the Court of KingVbench ; 
but, having kept no account of these profits, 
he cannot say, what they annually produce : 
That he believes, there are generally upwards 
of 120 prisoners, who enjoy the liberty of the 
rules ; but that he will deliver in a particular 
account of them to the Committee : That, on 
his being admitted Marshal, he had no prisoners 
delivered to him, but such, as were within the 
house, under the key, which did-not exceed 
77; but that he bad no account given him of 
all the prisoners, that had the uperty of tne 
rates granted them by his predecessor, Cached, 
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par does be apprehend himself tp*be charged 
or chargeable therewith : He is informed, and 
believes, that great numbers of those prisoners, 
who then enjoyed the rules, njrade their escape 
when Machen run away ; and believes, he has 
• an authority, by virtue of a rule of court (the 
copy of which is delivered to the Committee) 
to re- take/and lock up; any of those prisoners, 
if be thinks fit : but that he is not by such 
rule obliged to re-take them, and thereby make 
himself liable : and believes, this has been the 
practice of all former marshals, for many years, 
since the office has been in the hands of par- 
ticular proprietors : That his other profits arise 
to him by groats out of the judgments and bails 
in the court of KingVbench, paid him by tjie 
master pf the Kings-bench office, which he com- 
putes at about tool, annually t That he lets the 
profit of his tap, and sutlerage. to one Met* 
calf (a brewer of Greenwich) for 100 guineas 
fine, and 100 guineas yearly ; That he has one 
shilling out of ev % ery day rule, which he com- 
putes to be worth to htm about 35/. per annum : 
That be has one shilling for,every night, that a 
prisoner lies in a spunging house, which be 
t co reputes to be worth about 30/. yearly:, And 
these, he declares, are the. only methods, by 
which be makes any profits. R. Mullens. 

At the Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the state of the gaols of this kingdom, 

The said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this 9th day of April, 1730, in the most solemn 
manner, saith, that the above- written Examina- 
tion, and every part thereof, is true. 

' R. MtJLLFNS. 

t£F.] A List of the Names of the several per- 
sons, who have executed the Office of 
Marshal of the Court of King's Bench 
(from the year 1668) the Dates of their 
several admissions, and bow long they re- 
spectively continued in the said office, as 
appears per the several Books of Entry, 
which are now in Custody of Mr. Richard 
Mullens, present Marshal of the said 
Court, Delivered by the said Mr. Mul- 
lens. 

Marshals Names, 

Mr. Stepb. Mosdtil, admitted, February 12th, 
1668 ; continued to April 23d, 1672. 

Mr. Thomas Meney, April 24tb, 1672 to 
October 21, 1675 
v From the year 1675 ; to the year 1684, books 
wanting. x • 

Mr. Hen, Glover, May 20tb, 1684: to April 
12th, 1687. 

Mr. Coke, April 15th, 1687; to Novemher 
0th, 1688. 

Mr. Philpot, November 23d, 1688; to May 
1690: 

Mr. Will. Briggs, June 2d, 1690 ; to October 
3d, 1693. 

.From the year 1693; to the year 1696, books 
wanting. 

. Mr. George Taylor, May id, 1696 ; lo Fe- 
bruary SSct, 1698. 



Mr. Godfrey Gimbert, December 29tb, 169a 
to March 29th, 1701. 

Mr. William Sutton, March 15th, 1700 ; to 
November 10th, 1703. , 

Mr. Fr. Southward, November lltb, 1703 ; 
the continuance uncertain : book cut. 

Mr. Will. Broughton, May 6th, 1706 J to 
February 13th, 1711. 

Mr. Moses Cook, February 14th, 1711; to 
February 7th, 17;15. 

, Mr. Llavid Crawford, February 9th, If 15 ; to 
March 8tb, 1721. 

Mr. Richard Machen, Match 24th, 1721 ; to 
January 20th, 1724. 

Mr. Rich. Mullens, January 24th, 1724 ; 
present Marshal, 

[G.] *6opy of a Rule of Court for the new 
Marshal to retake such Prisoners, as had 
the Liberty of the Rules granted .by his 
Predecessors. 
Die Mercurii, in Quinden' Sc* Hillarii, Ann> 

11 Georgii Regis. 
Ordinal est, quod marr' maresc' hujus cur' 
recapiat omnes prisonar' ad largum existen* 
necnon-omnes prisonar' qui recer* escau' e pri- 
son' mar* et^non legitime exonerantur e prison' 
pr' et ducat eos in prison' pr. Ex motione Mr, 
Ketleby, per Cur. 

Examination of Mr. John Morris. 

[H.] John Morris, Deputy Marshal of the 
King's* hen ch prison, being examined this 21st 
day of February, 1729, says, that he was ap- 
pointed Deputy Marshal of the KiogVbench 
by Charles, earl of Radnor, above twenty years 
ago (but hath not the grant now with him) and 
paid 50/. to Thomas Cook, for the said earl, by 
way of alienation, and a considerable sum to 
him, tbe said Cook (who was then Deputy 
, Marshal, and is since dead) for his surrendering 
to this exaroinant ; and that be paid a further 
sum of ten guineas to one Broughton, the then 
Marshal, and 20 guineas to the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Holt, which, as far as this examinant re- 
members, he gave to him with his own hands, 

Bejng asked, in what manner the office was 
surrendered ;*savs, that Cook surrendered the 
office to lord Radnor, two days before lord Rad- 
nor granted the office to the examinant. 

Being asked, what was the business of Dc- 

Euty Marshal ; says, that now the business of 
deputy Marshal is to attend the Court of 
King's Bench, with the Lord Chief Justice, 
wheresoever he goes ; but formerly the offices of 
Deputy Marshal, and clerk of the papers, 
were annexed ; and now the fees are given in 
jointly together. 

Being asked, if he ever gave any thing, by 
way of Christmas-box, to the judges, or any 
officers tinder them ; says, that there was a 
table kept in the Lo>d Chief Justice Holt's 
time, and n >w he sometimes eats at the Lord 
Chief Justice*s t.ttde ; and he has given at 
Christmas haK a crown, or so, to each servant. 
John Morris, Deputy Marshal* 
23d February, 1789. 
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, Examination of Samuel Woodham, Esq. 7th 
April, l?30.-«-At the Committee, ap- 
* pointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom. > 

[1.1 Samuel Woodham, esq. one of his Ma- 
jesty *s justices of the peace for the county of 
Surry, being examined the. 7th day of April, 
1730, in the most solemn manner, saiih, that 
he, this examinant, having in the month of 
December, 1728, committed, for want of sure- 
ties, to the county gaol of Surry, Humphry 
Heybord and Joseph Allen, for violent assaults 
committed by them; and Richard Mullens, 
Marshal of the court of KingVbench, having 
threatened to move the said court against this 
examinant for so doing, he, the said Mullens, 
alleging, that the said Heybord and Allen were 
then prisoners in the custody of him, the sa>d 
Mullens; this examinant, together, with sir 
John Gonson, did; about three weeks before 
the then next term, wait upon the Lord Chief 
Justice of the said, court, and acquaint him 
therewith: to which his lordship answered, 
that what this' examinant had done, was very 
right; and that this examinant should pro- 
ceed in the same manner against all offenders 
in the like cases; and that he would support 
or protect this examinant therein, or to that 
effect. And this examinant further said, that 
the said Mullens, as he had before threatened, 
did accordingly, in Hilary term, 1728, move 
the court of King's- bench, that an attachment 
might be awarded against this examinant, for 
this examinant's having committed the said 
Heybord and Allen to the said county gaol, as 
aforesaid, although such county gaol is within 
the rules of the King's- bench prison^ and 
thereupon a rule having been granted by the 
said Court, for this examinant to shew cause, 
why such attachment 'should not be awarded 
against him, he, this examinant, did attend 
with his ^ counsel eight days, or thereabouts, in 
order to shew cause against such attachment, 
and to represent to the said court (as be had 
before done to the said Lord Chief Justice) the 
reasons, why this examinant l)ad Committed 
the said Heybord and Allen to the laid county 
gaol, which reasons are contained in an affida- 
vit, made by this examinant in the said court. 
And this examinant saith, that, before this 
examinant's counsel could be heard, the said 
court declared, that this examinant, in com- 
mitting the said Heybord and Allen (being 
prisoners in the custody of the said Marshal) to 
the said county gaol, upon any pretence what- 
soever, and notwithstanding that such county 
gaol was within the rules of the prison of the 
King's*- bench, was guilty of a rescue, or to that 
effect ; and the counsel forthe^said Mullens 
then moving, that he, the said Mullens, might 
be at liberty to sue this examinant for the 
v rescues, or escapes, of the said Heybord and 
'Allen, this examinant was asked by the said 
court, whether he, this examinant, was willing 
to pay unto the said Mullens his costs ; to 
which' this examinant (by the advice of his 



counsel, and to avoid further prosecutions) 
answered, that he was willing to pay the same. 
And this examinant saith, that thereupon a 
bill of costs was delivered, by the attorney for 
the said Mullens, to this examinant, amount- 
ing to 31/. and upwards ; in which was? in- 
cluded one article of, 8/. and upwards* for ex- 
penses, which the said Mullens alleged ha 
had been at, in removing into the crown, 
bffice several indictments, which had been pre- 
ferred against the 6aid Allen and Heybord, 
for misdemeanors, they had been guilty of, 
no ways relating to those, for which they had 
been committed by this examinant, as afore- 
said : and the said bill of costs being referred 
to Mr. Clark, master of the King's bench 
office, for a taxation ; and a dispute arising, 
touching the said article of 8/. and upwards, 
so charged, for removing the said indictments, 
as aforesaid; this examinant did attend the 
said Lord Chief Justice, for his opinion, whe- 
ther this examinant ought to pay the same ; 
and his lordship then declared to this exami- 
nant, he apprehended, the said court did not 
mean, or intend, that this examinant should 
pay thW costs ; or to that effect : which 
declaration of his lordship's thjs examinant 
did communicate to Mr. Marriot, his, this' 
examinant's attorney ; who thereupon in- 
sisted before the said Mr. Clark, that the 
said article should be disallowed; but the 
said Mr. Clark, not being satisfied there- 
with, did attend the said Lord Chief Justice 
alone, for his directions therein; and the 
said Mr. Clark, at his return from the said 
Lord Chief Justice, did declare, that his lord- 
ship directed, that this examinant should pay 
all costs, as well the said 8/. and upwards, as 
other the costs, contained in the said Bill : and 
this examinant hath been obliged to pay the 
same accordingly. Samubl Woodham. 

Examination of Sir John Gonson in the most 
solemn: manner.— At the Committee, ap- 
pointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom. 

Sir John Gonson, knight, being examined 
the 9th day- of April, 1730, in the most so- 
lemn manner, saith, that about 16 or 18 
months since, Samuel Woodham, esq., one of, 
his Majesty's justices of the peace for the county 
of Surry, desired this examinant to accompany 
him to the Lord Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench, to inform him, that he, the said Mr. 
Woodham, had been threatened with trouble, 
for having executed his office, in committing 
persons, who were prisoners within the rules 
of the King's Beuch (on account of misde- 
meanors by them Committed) to the county 
Gaol of Surry, which county Gaol this exami- 
nant believes to be within the rules of the 
King's Bench Prison : That they found the said 
Chief Justice at his chambers in Serjeants Inn ; 
and that there passed a long conversation be- 
tween the said Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Wood* 
ham, and this examinant, all the particulars 
whereof this examinant cannot take upon him 
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to remember ; but, upon the whole, the said 
Lord Chief Justice received them with great 
civility, and did not then- seem to blame the 
•aid Mr. Wood ham ; but this examinant very 
well remembers, that the said Lord Chief Jus- 
tice- then said, that he would support the said 
Mr. Wood ham, and the gentlemen in the com- 
mission of the peace, as far as he could by law; 
or used words to that effect. J. Gonsok. 

Examination of Mr. Joseph Mason. 

[K.] Mr. Joseph Mason, clerk to the Lord 
Chief Justice of the^ Court of King's Bench, 
being examined the 16th day of March, 1729, 
saith, that he, this exanrinant, hath always re- 
ceived the exhibition money, belonging to the 
King's Bench, and also the said Lord Chief 
Justice's share of the high bar money, which 
high bar money has been given away by the 
said Lord Chief Justice to charitable uses. 
And this examinant further saith, he believes, 
that the high bar money doth belong to the 
said Lord Chief Justice, and that he hatha 
right to dispose of the same, as he thinks fit. 

Examination of Thomas Backhouse, Steward 
to the Common Side, &c.— At the Com- 
mittee, appointed to enquire into the 
State of the Gaols in this Kingdom, 

[L.] Thomas Backhouse, being examined 
the 7ih day of April, 1730, in the most so- 
lemn manner, saith, that last Michaelmas tew 
the Lord Chief Justice of the court of King's 
Bench gave furniture for the sick wards of the 
King's Bench Prison ; upon which the Marshal of 
the said prison tola this examinant, t hat the wards 
were not in a fit condition to receive the fur- 
niture, and that theV ought to he repaired; 
which this examinant understood to be at the 
expence of the prisoners: And accordingly 
this examinant ordered the said sick wards, or 
rooms, to be repaired ; and called the prisoners 
together, and told them, that the Marshal said, 
it was fitting, the sick rooms should be repair- 
ed, befoie the Lord Chief Justice's furniture 
should he put up ; and asked them, whether 
they were consenting, it should be done ; and 
William Watson, and Thomas Maund, and 
others, said, they were consenting ; and this 
examinant doth not remember, that any person 
refused to be consenting : And that this ex- 
aminant ordered wtrkmen to repair the said 
rooms; and, when the workmen demanded 
inoney of him, he went to the Marshal, and de- 
sired him to send this examinant some, monies : 
To which the Marshal told him, he might get 
the common seal : And this examinant ac- 
cordrngly applied to the prisoners, to sign a 
common seal ; and some of them -refused to 
sign the same, particularly William Lucas (who 
afterwards, upon persuasion, did sign) and Wil- 
liam Moore, who then refused, and hath not 
yet consented, to sign the said common seal : 
Notwithstanding which, this examinant did ob- 
tain a common seal, which the said Marshal 
signed ; and this examinant did present the 
laid seal to Joseph Mason, gentleman, clerk' to 
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the said Lord Chief Justice, in order to receive 
4/. 14s. 5d. for the said repairs, out of the 
county monies, designed for the subsistence of 
the prisoners on the common side of the King's 
Bench f which the said Mason refused to com* 
ply with, as not having any monies in his hands. 
And this examinant further saith, that he never 
knew any money raised upon the prisoners, 
nor taken out of the charities, for repairs* 
But, on recollection, saith, that he paid for the 
mending of the windows out of the said 
county monies, designed for the subsistence of 
the said poor prisoners ; and that he did this 
but once, about one year since, or upward!. 
And this examinant further saith, that he if 
steward of the common side of the said prison, 
and was chose such by the prisoners about 
two years since, with the approbation of the 
said Marshal. T. Backhouse* 



The Resolutions of toe above Committee, 
being seveialiy read, were agreed to by the 
House. " 

Protest against passing the Mutiny Bill.'] 
March 23. A Bill for punishing Mutiny and De- 
sertion, and for the better payment of the array 
and their quarters, being read the third time 
in the Lords, the Question was put, whether 
this bill shall pass, it was resolved in the ami* 
mauve. 

" Dissentient' 

" Because, we think, that so large a number 
as is proposed to be kept up in this kingdom 
for this year, by this bill, is not necessary for 
our safety, as far as we can judge from the pre- 
sent conjuncture of affairs : and that a stand* 
ing am y in time of peace must be always bur- 
thensome to the people and dangerous to ti eir 
liberties, for reasons often given by several 
Lords, and remaining upon the Journals of this 
U<<use, to which we choose to refer, rather 
than repeat them, in order to prove a propo- 
sition that we think almost manifest in itself, or 
at least may easily be maintained by arguments 
undeniably convincing, and so obvious, in our 
opinion, that tht y nnut occur, upon the least 
reflection, to every Englishman who .loves his 
country and his. freedom— (Sig tied) Mont* 
joy, "Strafford, Abingdon, Beaufort.** 

. Debate in the Lords on a Motion, that the* 
Maintenance of 12,000 Hessian Troops was 
burthenwme and unnecessary."] April 17. The 
order of the dav, f r taking into consideration 
the State of the Nation, being read, it was 
moved to resolve, Tbat the maintaining of 
12,000 Hessians in the pay of Great Britain, dot 
the year 1730, is bnrthensome and unnecessary. 
In support of this motion the earls of Abing* 
don and Strafford urged, That there being a 
Treaty of Peace concluded with Spain, and an - 
accommodation with Prussia, we had nothing 
to fear from the emperor, therefore there could 
be no necessity, for continuing these troops hy 
our pay. \ 
Those against the question a)ledget\ 
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That th* keeping up the 12,000 Hessians for 
this year, was to fulfil the engagements to 
out allies, whom we cannot jn honour, expose 
to the fury of the emperor, and discharge, in 
the present conjuncture, a body of troops which 
is most ^capable of harrassing' him : that Eng- 
land, France, and Holland are, in case of an 
attack on their dominions, to assist each other, 
and furnish their respective quotas; and, in 
consequence of these engagements, the French 
have augmented their troops above 30,000 
men, and the Dutch 24,000, and have likewise 
foreign troops in> their pay ; and , that the ex* 
pence of 1^000 English would be much greater 
than that of 12,000 Hessians, aod that this ex- 
pence for one year may prevent a war, 

Pretest on the said Motion's passing in the 
Jiegativ$.'} Than the question being put, it 
was resolved in the negative, Contents 31, Not- 
contents 80. 

r » Dissentient* 

\. « Because we think the maintaining fo- 
reign troops iu our pay, where we have no 
territory, and not only when we have no war, 
but immediately after a peace concluded with 
one of the most considerable powers in Europe, 
whilst we are in alliance with Holland,' 
end are in strict friendship with France, the 
most considerable power of all, is a policy, that 
before this instance of it cannot . be paralleled, 
as far as we can recollect, in all our annals* 
and must be owing to the advice of ministers 
less cautions rind less concerned for the. true 
interest of this kingdom than their duty obliged 
them to bet and we cannot, out of the regard 
we owe to our posterity, consent to it. 

8. 41 Because the importance of the service, 
in which *they are designed to be employed, 
(does no way appear to us, and. we fear it may 
$reete an apprehension that they may be in- 
tended for purposes that do not concern Great 
Britain; which is a jealousy (however 
fouuded) that we are persuaded from his Ma- 
jesty's goodness he will always be inclined to 
prevent for his people's sake ; and his coun- 
sellors, we think, ought, if possible, to prevent, 
for their own. 

3. ** Because, we think, it would bean un- 
reasonable burthen upon the people at any 
time, but we look upon it to be particularly so 
at this, whilst we are still heavily loaded with 
an immense national debt, severe annual taxes, 
oppressive and perpetual excises, and have bad 
. of late the additional misfortune of an unusual ' 
and excessive dearaess of almost 'all necessaries 
for living; whilst our commerce, we cannot but 
fear, has been declining for some years, and 
many valuable branches of it running into 
other channels, from whence we have but hitle 
fxprctatl'u of ever deriving them again into 
^ our Own : when tht* dubious and unhappy si- 
* tuatiou of affaire, under w hieh we havt labour* 
ed of late, "has reduced many substantial ineiv 
ghaots w poverty, aod has been productive 
other ill consequences that, we ap^reheud, will 
be sensing .fejl£ foe some time !&$ the whole Ba- 
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tion ; when the sum which is to be allowed for 
the maintenance of these troops is at least six- 
pence in the pound on "every landed man's 
estate in England; and when we avowedly 
pay, at the same time, greater subsidies to 
other foreign princes than yur present circum- 
stances, in our opinion, can well bear, or than 
any wise reasons of state seem to require. 

4. u Because it does not appear to us, that 
his Majesty either in any speech or by nny mes- 
sage, has demanded any supply for what seems 
to us so extraordinary a charge : and he seems 
not to think them necessary for our safety at 
home, since he has lately disbanded some of our • 
own; and we cannot find we are under any direct 
stipulation to maintain them for the safety of our 
allies abroad, who, notwithstanding the various 
engagements and multiplicity of treaties, with 
which we have, within the compass of a few 
years, most incautiously (as we fear) entangled 
ourselves, have no right to require succours 
from us, till by some- molestation or hostile at* 
tack the public tranquillity is disturbed ; which 
misfortune may still (as we hope) be prevented, 
if such measures are taken as it becomes able 
and upright statesmen always to pursue ; if the 
reputation of our wisdom and. power is alone 
sufficient (as it ought to be) to procure us equal 
and useful alliances (and it always will be, 
when the affairs of the kingdom are adminis- 
tered as they ought to be) and if to save our 
friends from dangers that perhaps are only ima- 
ginary, we do not run into real ones ourselves. 
— — (Signed, J Berkshire, Scarsdale, Strafford, 
Coventry, Huntingdon, Northampton, 
Montjoy, Craven, Plymouth, Maynard, 
Boyle, Oxford and Mortimer,' Abing- 
don, Aylesford, Wi Hough by de Broke, 
Litchfield, Gower." 

The King's Speech at the Close qf the Ses- 
sion."] May 15. The King came to the House 
of Lords, and the Commons attending his 
Majesty made the following Speech to > both 
Housest 

" My Lords and Gentleman, 

" The season of the year, and the dispatch 
you have have given to the public business, make 
it proper for me to put an end to this Session; 
and I make no doubt, but the conduct aod be- 
haviour of this parliament, as it has answered 
my expectations, will be equally satisfactory to 
all my good and faithful subjects. 

u The support you have given me, in enabling 
me so effectually to make good my engage- 
ments wifh my Allies, will, I persuade myself, 
have the desired effect; and when it shall be 
seen, that the allies of the Treaty of Seville 
are not only determined, but in a readiness, to 
execute their mutual engagements, it is very 
much to he hoped, that a general pacification 
will be tiie happy consequence of this just aod 
powerful alliance. 

" Gentlemen of the (louse of Commons, 

** I give you my; thanks ra particular for 
the Supplies you have raised for , the ser- 
vice of the current year. U is a great! 
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tisfaction to me, that yoa have hr.d such a due 
regard for the ease of your fellow-subjects, 
whose welfare and prosperity it shall always be 
my principal bare and study to advance and 
promote. , 
■ " My LotcIs and Gentlemen, 

" I am very glad, that, for the general satis- 
faction yod entered into a particular considera- 
tion of the State of the Nation ; and it is a 
great happiness to see, after so many unjust 
and unreasonable clamours raised with all pos- 
sible art, industry and malice, that upon ma- 
ture deliberation and tfie most solemn debates, 
you were so for from finding any thing worthy 
of blame or censure, that all "matters which 
came under your consideration, met with yonr 
approbation. 

" This must give all mankind a just detes- 
tation of those incendiaries, who, from a spirit 
of envy and discontent, continually labour, by 
scandalous libels,* to alienate the affections of 
my people, and to fill their minds with ground- 
less jealousies anrf unjust complaints, in disho- 
nourof me and ray government, and defiance of 
the sense of both Houses of Parliament. 

"But I must rely upon your prudence and 
your concern for the peace and happiness of 
Jour country, to discountenance all such sedi- 
tious practices, and to make ray people sensi- 
ble, that these wicked proceedings can have no 
other view or end, but to create confusion and 
distraction among us. n t 

* 44 The 1 scandalous libels 9 mentioned in the 
Sing's Speech were supposed chiefly to> allude to 
the periodical papers entitled ** The Craftsman/' 
Supported by the ablest political writers of the 
age, Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Puheney being 
themselves of the, number, and in which the 
measures of the administration were attacked 
with equal animosity, wit, and argument. So 
transient, however, is the fame attached to con- 
troversial politics, that this publication^ so ad- 
mired and celebrated in its day, is already 
consigned to obscurity and almost to oblivion. 
Belsham. 

f " The power of the minister and his fami- 
ly", was so-far from being diminished, by the out- 
cry raised against his administration, that his 
friends every day succeeded to the great honours 
and places that were vacant in England. His 
brother Horatio Walpote, was made coder er 
of the household, in the room of the late earl 
of Clinton; Mr. Pel ham was appointed pay- 
master of the forces, in the room of Spencer 
Corapton, now lord Wilmington, who was made 
keeper or the Privy-Seai, in the room of lord 
Trevor preferred to be lord president of the 
council. Lord Hervey was appointed vice 
chamberlain of the household, and sworn into 
the Privy Council. Sit Conyer* IXarcy was 
made comptroller of the Household, m jthe 
room of the ear) of Winchelsea, who resigned. 
The duke of Dorset succeeded lord Carteret; 
as lord-lieutenant of Ireland. The famous lord 
Torrington was at die head of the admiralty, 



Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty's 
command, prorogued the Parliament to the 14th 
of July. It was afterwards farther prorogued to 
the2>lstof January 1751. 



FOURTH SESSION 

OP THE 

SEVENTH PARLIAMENT - , 

OF 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

T%e Kittys Speech en Opening the 
January 31, 1781. The King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Common* attending; 
his Majesty made the following Speech: 

and the earl of Westmorland was first comma** 
sinner of trade and plantations, and the earl 
of Chesterfield was made Lord Steward of hn 
Majesty's Household. All the offices of less 
importance, either in the court or the govern- 
ment, or arn>y, went in the same channel. Such 
a flow of favours heaped on one man, could not 
but disgust some oid servant* of the crown, who 
thought their merits were overlooked, or at 
least* eclipsed amongst these was Charles, lord 
Townshend, a nobleman of great zeal and acti- 
vity for the Protestant, succession. He was a fa* 
vourite with the late King, and esteemed one ef 
the of the whig-party. His acknowledged merit 
rendered his resigning the seals, which be did m 
the month of May this year, very disagreeable 
to many of his Majesty's friends ; and though 
no open breach had been declared between 
him and the minister, yet it was thought by 
the public, be was laid under a kind of necessity 
to take that steO. With the seals he also re-, 
signed the lord-fientenancy of the county 'of 
Norfolk, which was given to his son, as was 
also the tflace of master of the jewel office. 
His lordship, during the late and the present 
reign, was considered as the chief Conductor of 
foreign affairs, and the minister's enemies con- 
sidered his resignation as being a prelude to a 
total alteration in the ministry. But they were 
deceived, for he was succeeded m the seals, by 
William Stanhope, Jord Harrington, whose ex- 
perience in foreign affairs, rendered the resigna- 
tion of lord Townshend the less alarming ei- 
ther to the public or the minister." Tindaf. 

u The same day on which the Houvewa* pro- 
rogued, Townshend resigned. Lord Harrington 
was appointed Secretary of State, Henry Pel- 
ham Secretary at War, and the Privy Seal was 
given to the earl of Wilmington, on whose as- 
sistance opposition bad relied with the most 
perfect security. . In a few months after^ he 
was created lord president of the council, which 
high office he held till the removal of sir Robert - 
Walpofe. The charge of foreign affair* now 
ostensibly devolved on the date of Newcastle 
and lord Harrington, whose characters form a 
remarkable contrast, though they acted together 
with the utmost cordiality." Coie 5 * Walpole." * 
1 
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" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

'f You cannot but be sensible, that the mear 
lures' formerly taken, and the conclusion of 
the Treaty of Seville, have prevented and dis- 
appointed the dangerous consequences that 
were so justly apprehended from the Treaty of 
Vienna; and we do not only see that union 
dissolved, which had alarmed all Europe, but 
the allies of the Treaty of Hanover strengthened 
by the additional power of the crown of Spain. 

" This situation of affairs gave us a reason- 
able prospect of a general pacification, and 
lost hopes of seeing the conditions of the 
Treaty of Seville complied with,' without the 
Necessity of coming to * extremities ; and no 
endeavours have been wanting, conformable 
to my engagements with my allies, to obtain 
that nappy end. But this desirable event hav- 
ing been hitherto delayed, the Treaty of Seville 
lays an indispensible obligation upon all the 
1 contracting parties to prepare for the execution 
of K; and we must be in readiness to perform 
xur part, and, by continuing to pursue the pro- 
per measures, convince our allies, that we will 
faithfully fulfil Our engagements, and, as far as 
shall depend upon us- procure the satisfaction 
doe to them, either by such means as shall be 
most eligible, or by such as shall he found 
-absolutely necessary. 

" The- present critical conjuncture seems in 
-a very i particular mapner to deserve your atten- 
tion ; and you need not be told, with what im- 
,patience the resolutions of this parliament are 
►every where waked for and expected. 

u I am incapable of attempting to influence 
your proceedings by groundless, fears and ap- 
prehensions, and as incapable of amusing you 
-.with vain hopes and expectations; but as the 
, transactions, now depending in the several 
courts of Europe, are upon the point of being 
determined, the great event of peace of war 
may be very much affected by your^rst reso- 
lutions. The, continuance of that zeal and 
vigour, which you have hitherto shewn, in sup- 
port of me and my engagements, must, at this 
time, be of the greatest weight and importance, 
both with regard no my allies who cannot 
think their interest and the common cause neg- 
lected, before the conditions of their treaties 
jart accomplished ; and with regard to those, 
who may be disposed, before the season of ac- . 
tion is come, to prevent, by an accommodation, 
the fatal consequences of a general rupture, 
.which they will have little reason to apprehend, 
if they find the allies of Seville not prepared 
to do themselves justice. 

" The plan of operations for the execution 
of the Tteaty of Seville by force, in ca*e we 
shall be driven to that necessity, is now under 
consideration; and until the proportions of 
jthe confederate /orces, and the proper dispo- 
sitions for employing them, shall be finally ad- 
justed and agreed upon, it will not be, easy to 
determine how far the expences, necessary for 
the service of the ensuing year, may, or may 
*ot, exceed the provisions made for the service 
•f the last jjbuv 



" In the mean time, 4 1' am persuaded, you 
wjll go on to give all possible dispatch to the 
public business; and if it shall be necessary, 
I shall not fail to ask the farther advice and as- 
sistance of my parliament, according to the 
circumstances of public affairs, and as soon as 
any proper .occasion shall require it. 

1 " Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
n " I will order the proper Estimates to be 
prepared and laid before you ; • and I can make 
no doubt, but that ..dutiful regard which you 
nave always shewn to me and my honour, and 
your just concern for the true interest of your 
country, will induce you to grant me the neces- 
sary Supplies, and enable me to make .good 
my engagements with my allies, with that 
chearfulness and affection, which becomes a 
British House of Commons, tender and jea- 
lous of the honour of the crown, careful and 
solicitous for the glory and prosperity of the 
kingdom. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

" The time draws near, which will admit of 
no farther delays. If the tranquillity of Europe 
can be settled without the effusion of blood, or 
the egpeqce of public treasure, that situation 
will certainly he most happy and desirable : 
But if tfrat blessing cannot be obtained, ho- 
nour, justice, and the sacred faith due to solemn 
treaties, will call upon us to exert ourselves, in 
procuring by force what cannot be- bad upon 
just and reasonable terms." - 

Debute in the JLtoyis on the Address of 
Thanks ] The King being withdrawn, 

The Duke of Devonshire moved for an Ad- 
dress of Thanks, and to assure his Majesty, 
that they would enable him to make good bis 
engagements : hereupon 

The Lord Carteret moved for a Clause to be 
added to the Address, viz. Humbly to beseech 
his Majesty, not to enter into any measures for 
carrying on a war against tl^e emperor on the 
Rhine, or in Flanders. His lordship Was se- 
conded bv the earls of Winchelsea and Straf- 
ford. . 

To this it was answered by the dukes' of New* 
castle and Argyle, That though they knew.no 
intention of a war on the Rhine or the Nether* 
lands, yet the telling the emperor 'where he 
must he attacked, and where not, was, in mi- 
litary affairs, the greatest absurdity, and wouia 
rather hinder than forward an acommodatioa : 
and that when the emperor came to bear of 
the zealous resolutions of the parliament, for 
enabling his Majesty to ma^e good his engage- 
ments with his Allies for putting in execution 
the Treaty of Seville, his Imperial -Majesty 
would be thereby induced to comply with ,-thi 
conditions thereof. . Then the question being 
put upon the lord Carteret's motion, it passed 
in the negative by 84 against 23. 

The Lor ds 1 Address of thanks.] A fter this, 
the Address, as first in >ved by the duke of 
Devonshire, was agreed to : and the next day 
presented to his Majesty as follows ; ^ 
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' * SfosfcCrmciou* Sovereign, 

*f We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, tJie Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
parliament assembled, numbly beg leave to re- 
turn your Majesty the Thanks of thfo House 
Jbr your most gracious Speech from the throne. 

"The many fetal consequences attending 
tike Treaty of Vienna, which affected all Eu- 
fope, bat mere particularly this nation, Gould 
only have been obviated by dissolving that dan- 
gerous onion : this the measures formerly taken, 
and. the conclusion of the Treaty of Seville, 
have not only accomplished, but have even join- 
ed one of the great contracting powers of the 
Treaty of Vienna, to the Allies of the Treaty of 
tianover. 

« Your Majesty having thus laid a sure 
foundation of the public tranquillity, if the just 
conditions of the Treaty of Seville were com- 
plied with, and having in pursuance of your 
engagements with the Allies, used all endea- 
vours to obtain that happy end ; it is highly 
our duty to persevere in that zeal for your Ma- 
jesty's honour, and the public fakh of the na- 
tion, that all the parties of that Treaty, who 
are under mutual and indispensable obliga- 
tions for the execution of it, ma/ find nothing 
wanting on the part of Great Britain. 

" We therefore humbly beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that the same zeal and vigour, 
which has hitherto appeared in this House, for 
the support of your Majesty and your engage- 
ments, shall continue to be so manifest, in all 
Our proceedings, to the contending powers 
abroad, that there shall as little doubt remain, 
eo the utmost of our power, of yovtt Majesty's 
being fully enabled in all events to procure 
satisfaction to your Allies, if force should be 
necessary, as there is of your Majesty's known 
inclination, from a tenderness to your people,, 
and concern for the peace of Europe, to pre- 
vent by any just accommodation the bad conse- 
quences of a general rupture* 1 ' 

" We shall, in the mean time, give all possible 
dispatch to the public business, and whenever 
your Af ajesty shall be graciously pleased to ask 
our farther advice and assistance, this House 
will come to such resolutions as become dutiful 
and faithful subjects, tender of the effusion of 
blood, and the expence of publjc treasure, but 
unalterably steady in maintaining the, honour 
of the nation, and the sacred faith due to pub- 
lic treaties ; ever mindful that we owe the en- 
joyment of our happy constitution to the settle- 
ment of the crown in yOur present Majesty's 
royal family, and contributing all that is in our 
power, that your Majesty may long wear it 
With ease and honour, undisturbed by enemies, 
at home or abroad." 

, The King's Answer.] To which bis Majesty 
returned the following Answer : 

"My Lords, 

u I thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
dress. The enabling me to fulfil my engage- 
ments with my Allies in ail events, will not 
only effectually secure and continue to my 

Vol. VIII/ 



people the advantage* stipulated for them by 
treaties, tint may greatly contribute to the ob- 
taining of #1 general Pacification." 

Debate in the Common? on the Address of 
Thanks,] The Commons. 1 being veturned to* 
their House, Mr. Speaker reported his- Majesty's) 
Speech, and thereupon a Motion was made foe 
no Address of Thanks; " and to acknowledge 
bis Majesty's goodness in endeavouring to have! 
the Conditions of the Treaty of Seville fulfitiafl 
and executed, in such manner as might best 
secure a general Pacificatsoay ana be cepferiB-* 
able to las engagements with- bio AHsss ; to do* 
dare their entire confidence in bis Majesty'* 
care and concern for the honour and in* 
terests of hie people; and their perfect re- 
liance upon bis wisdom and justice* m do- 
ing every thing that shall depend upon him* 
to procure the satisfaction; to hie Allies, by 
such 'means as shall be most deetraj»le r oe 
absolutely necessary ; to express their firm tftae* 
ktion to continue their utmost zeal and tigon*, 
in support of his Majesty and his engugemente 3 
and to assure his Majesty, that they would 
give all possible dispatch) to the publio busi- 
ness* as k should from time to time be brought 
before them ; and that from a dutiful regard tm 
his Majesty/s honour and dignity, and m just 
concern ibr the true interest of their country* 
which they should always look upon as indis* 
possible and inseparable obligations, they 
would grant to his Majesty such Supplies an 
should be necessary for the service of the en- 
suing year ; and effectually enable bis Majesty 
to make good his engagements with his Allies 3 
and in return to his Majesty's goodness, i* 
avoiding to bring any unnecessary burthens 
upon his people^ to assure his Bfcjesty, that ia 
case the circumstances of aiaws should oblige 
his Majesty to ask the farther advice and as- 
sistance of that House, they would upon every 
occasion discharge their duty to his Majesty 
and those they represent, with that cheerful- 
ness and affection wbieh became a British 
House of Commons, tender and jealous of the 
honour of the crown, and careful and solicitous 
for the glory of the kingdom." 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Daniel 
Pulteney, Mr. William Pulteney, and sir Wil- 
liam Wyndfiam, who were for leaving out most 
part of the motion in order to make the Ad- 
dress general ; and for desiring his Majesty to 
take care, that' no war should be carried on in* 
Flanders or upon tbeRhme. The Arguments 
they offered in support of this Amendment 
were, That according to the ancient Parlia* 
mentary method, all Addresses were general : 
that our ancestors. never were so complaisant as 
to declare their sense of things, until the , parti* 
culars came regularly before them : that too 
making of an Address in terms so particular a* 
those now proposed, looked like an immediate) 
determination of all the points likely to coma 
before them, which was in effect bwngiag the 
business of the whole session into the resolves) 
of one day, and proceeding to determine with 

3 H 
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out either proeft or reason* (or such determi- 
nation* ? That the promising now to support 
bis Majesty in aU his engagements, without 

4 knowing what those engagements were, seem- 
ed to be determining, that they would support 

- him before any reason could be offered for such 
a determination-; for no other reason could be 
offered, than that they were all just and rea- 

" sonable, whicn- no man could say before he 
knew what they were : That every gentleman 
m that House, most remember very well the 
great etpence of blood and treasure, which it 
had cost this nation to reduce the exorbitant 
power of France, which by the impolitic mea- 
sures of former times had been allowed to rise 
to sueh a height, that it began to threaten the 
liberties of all Europe : that our joining with 
France, and attacking the emperor in Flanders, 
or upon the Rhine, would naturally throw Flan- 
ders and perhaps a part of Germany, into the 
bands of the French ; by which that monarchy 
would again become terrible to Europe : that 
French alliances, through the unfaithfulness of 
that people, and their inveterate malice to us, 
bad always proved destructive to the interest and 
trade of this nation * *nd the use they had al- 
ways made of a correspondence with us, was to 
encourage arbitrary designs in our princes, and 
ibat therefore ifhad generally proved fetal for 
any King, or ministry of England, to enter cor- 
dially into any friendship or correspondence 

* with them : that we might learn, from the his- 
tories of former times, what faith could be 
given to French promises or French engage- 
ments : that even at present we may see, that 
they have taken advantage of the late precari- 
ous situation of the affairs of Europe, and of 
the confidence we have reposed in them, and 
from thence have presumed to clear and re- 
store the harbour of Dunkirk, and to incroach 
npon our settlements in the West-Indies : that 
from their present management we may judge, 
how much their friendship is to be depended 
on ; we may see that we must pay dear for any 
superficial favours they are pleased to vouch- 
safe to us, or to any of our Allies : that prose- 
cuting a war either in Flanders or upon the 
Rhine, in conjunction with the French, could 
tend to nothing but the ruin of that balance of 
power m Europe, which with difficulty we bad 
at last established, after a ten years bloody 
and expensive war, crowned with many glorious 
victories, and attended with a most surprizing 

* success : that in the present conjuncture of the 
affairs of Europe, the balance of power by our 
being beaten , might suffer ; by our being vic- 
torious, it would be'entirely destroyed and' lost 
perhaps for ever. 

In answer to this, sir Robert Walpole, Mr* 
Horatio Walp'ole, 'lord Hervey, and sir Wil- . 
bam Ydnge, urged, That the making of the Ad- 
dress m terms so very general, seemed to be 
shewing a sort of diffidence in nis Majesty's 
conduct and management : that his Majesty, 
ever since he came to the throne, had always 
been so careful of the interests of the nation, 
that uo member of the House had any reason 



to harbour the least suspicion of his Majesty** 
measures : that as to the other part of the 
amendment relating to the war in Flanders or 
upon the Rhine, they agreed, that it was not 
for the interest of Europe, that any part oF 
those countries should fall into the hands of that 
French : that his Majesty would without doubt, 
according to his wonted prudence, take alV 
proper care to prevent any such consequence s 
and that the putting sueh words into the Ad- 
dress would look like an encroachment upon* 
the prerogative of the crown, and a directing 
of the operations of the future war, if any 
should happen, which they hoped would not ; 
for that they had good reason to believe, 
that the measures already concerted would 
produce a pacification : that the principal 
design of the great alliance formed against 
the emperor was to convince him, (bat if he did 
not come into the peaceable measures proposed 
he would be so powerfully attacked upon aU 
sides, that it would be impossible for him to 
resist ; which design would be entirely frus- 
trated, if they should declare at the beginning, 
that he was not to be attacked in Flanders or 
upon the Rhine, these being the only two 
places in which he was vulnerable ; for that 
in Italy he could make himself superior to the 
whole alliance, since he was already in posses- 
sion of that country, and could pour in what 
troops he pleased by unexpensive land marches, 
whereby he might fill the whole country with 
his numerous body of horse ; which, being 
master of the open country as well as of ail 
the fortified places, he might easily subsist, 
whilst the troops sent by the Allies to attack 
him in Italy, in order to force him to. a com- 
pliance with the terms of the treaty of Seville, 
nrust be both transported, and supported bj 
sea; it being well known to all who understand 
any thing of the geography of Italy, that it is 
impossible to force a passage by land into that 
country, when* it is provided with a powerful 
and well disciplined army to oppose the entry 
of an enemy V that therefore it would be very 
impolitic to put any such words into their Ad- 
dress, because it would persuade the emperor 
that the allies had come to a resolution not to 
attack him in Flanders or upon the Rhine, 
which, by taking away all grounds of fear from 
the court of Vienna, would make them prese- 
vere, in refusing to enter into any peaceable 
measures : whereby those alliances which, had 
been procured with so much ezpence and 
labour, would be rendered fruitless and of no> 
effect, and consequently a pacification would 
become altogether impracticable. 

Then another Amendment was offered bj 
Mr. Wyndharo, member for Sudbury, viz* 
1 That they woujd support his Majesty's En- 
* gagements, so far as they related to the inter- 
' est of Great Britain/ This Motion was se- 
conded by Mr. Pulteney and those gentlemen 
who were for the first Amendment : In support 
thereof it was alledged, * TJ™t this was agree- 
' able to the act of settlement, whereby it is ex- 
1 pressly provided { That this nation shall 'not 
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* be obliged to enter into a war for the de- 
< fence of anv dominions not belonging to the 

* crown of Great Britain :' That by virtue of 
this act his Majesty held *be crown of these 
•realms ; and that therefore every clause and 
proviso thereof was to be exactly observed, 
-except in so far as they had been or should 
be .altered by parliament ; and that there- 
fore the House could not well, by way of 
Address, go any farther than to say, that they 
"would support his Majesty's engagements, 
in so far as they related to the interest of Great 
Britain. 

. To this it was replied by Lord Hervey, Sir 
Robert Walpole, and those other members, 
who were for the motion as at first proposed, 

* That such an expression in their address would 
«eem to insinuate that his Majesty had entered 
into engagements that did not relate to the in- 
terests of Great Britain, which would be the 
greatest ingratitude that could be imagined to- 
wards his Majesty, who in ail his measures had 
never shewed the least regard to any thing but 
the interests of Great Britain, and the ease and 
security of the people {hereof, as all those 
who had the honour to serve him could testify, 
and upon their honour declare: that they 
Jioped every member of that House was con- 
vinced, that his Majesty never would enter into 
Any engagement that was not absolutely ne- 
cessary for procuring the happiness and insuring 
the safety of his people, and therefore it was 
^fuite unnecessary to confine the words of their 
Address to such engagements as related to the 
interest of Great Britain/ Upon this occa- 
sion, 

Mr. Heathcote, member for Hindon, said, 
That with retpect to the prerogative, he did not 
think, that the giving of advice to his Majesty 
could ever be called an interfering with the pre- 
rogative of the crown, since it was the proper 
business of Parliament, which was the King's 
great council v to advise the crown in all mat- 
ters of importance ; and it was what many par- 
liaments had done, and what they were always 
obliged to do : that the acting against the em- 
peror, in Flanders or upon the Rhine, was ab- 
* solutely destructive to the interest of England, 
and inconsistent with that political maxim of 
maintaining a balance of power in Europe, as 
bad been acknowledged by all the gentlemen 
who bad spoke in the debate ; therefore he 
thought he had good reason to believe, that no 
minister would dare to advise his Majesty 
concur in such a measure ; for which reason 
there was no need of advising his Majesty to 
against a measure, which it could not be sup- 
posed he would take : that in order to procure 
tjie long wished-for peace, it was necessary to 
convince the world, that they would join 
heartily with his Majesty in all proper measures 
for that end, which they could not more effec- 
tually do, than by shewing an unanimity in 
, their resolves at the beginning of the seseiou of 
parliament: that such an unanimity would 
certainly have its weight abroad, it would en- 
courage our allies, it would terrify our enemies, 
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and make both attentive to such proposals as 
his Majesty should think proper to make to 
them ; and it would testify to the world their 
zeal for the support of the present happy esta- 
blishment : That for his part, he looked upon all 
Addresses to be in their own nature general, and 
that no words which could be put into an Ad- 
dress could any way* influence > the future 
resolutions of parliament : He looked upon 
them only as words of course, and no more ob- 
ligatory than the penal words of a bond, which 
every one knows obliges* the debtor tq the pay- 
ment of nothing more than the principal sum 
borrowed, with interest and costs of suit: that 
the declaring in the Address, that they' would 1 
support the King's engagements, necessarily im- 
plies that such engagements do relate to the 
interest of England ; and if afterwards it should' 
appear, that any one of them did not, he would 
not at all think himself obliged by the general 
words of the Address to approve of, or support 
any such engagement: that he believed ho 
should vote for au Address in the terms as at 
first proposed, but that his voting in that way 
might not be construed sO. as to anticipate his 
assent to any thing thereafter proposed, he 
thought it proper to declare, that by supporting 
his Majesty's engagements, he neither meant to 
agree to the continuing of the Hessians in the 
pay of Great Britain ; nor to approve of buu-t 
milting tamely to the depredations of the - 
Spaniards, nor of allowing them to blockade 
Gibraltar ; nor did he approve of submitting 
passively to the incroachments of the French in 
the West Indies; or to the opening the port 
and harbour of Dunkirk; nor would he from 
thence think himself obliged to approve of any 
measure, which he should not at the time of 
v proposing think expedient, and consistent with 
the real and true interest of Great Britain-: 
jthat by assuring his Majesty, that the House 
would support his engagements* he meant to 
support no other engagements, than such as t>ba 
House should judge tone for the advantage of 
the nation : that for his part, he was very sure that 
his Majesty would enter into none but such as 
were so ; and if it should appear that any .other . 
sort of engagement had been entered into, ho 
would take it to be an engagement of the Mi- 
nister's,' and not an engagement of the King's; 
and consequently that the words of the Address 
did not oblige the House, or any member of the 
House, to support the same in any manner of 
way. For these reasons, he was of opinion, That 
the Address ought to be in the terms first pro- 
posed. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll and'several other members .. 
declaring that they understood Addresses in the 
same manner, the question was put, and it pass- 
ed without a division, to address, his Majesty 
in the terms first proposed without any amend-*, 
ment.* 



* u There was a debate upon the address, 
which lasted till nine o'clock,, but ended with- 
out any division. After the motion for the ad- 
dress was first moved and seconded, a fcyc 



Digitized by 



639] PARI* HISTORY, * Gbomk 1L 175!.— The Comma* Address *f Thinks: (840 



The Common* Address of Thanks,] Here* 
upon, a Committee was appointed to draw up 
an Address accordingly, and the same being 
drawn «p, aid reported iieit day to the House, 
was agreed to, and presented to his Majesty 
by the whole House as follows t 

" Most Gracious Sovereign ; 
" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament assembled, beg leave to return our sin- 
cere thanks for. your Majesty's most gracious 
Speech from the throne. 

VVe cannot but in gratitude acknowledge 
voar Majesty's goodness, in endeavouring to 
tiave the conditions of the treaty of Seville ful- 
filled and executed in such manner as might 
best secure a general pacification, and be con- 
formable to your engagements with your 
allies. 

" And out of a just sense of the blessings ween- 
joy we think it our duty to declare our entire con- 
fidence ia, your royal care and concern for the 
honour and interest of your people, and our per- 
fect reliance upon your Majesty's wisdom and 
justice, in doing every thing that shall depend 
upon yOu to procure the satisfaction due to 
your allies, by such means as shall be most de- 
sirable ; or, if they prove ineffectual, by such 
as shall be absolutely necessary. 

* We tire firmly resolved to continue our ut- 
most seal and vigour in support of your Majesty 
and your engagements; esteeming this the least 
part of our duty, wben we consider, that those 



members made some short speeches to declare 
their several opinions, though there was no 
great spirit of opposition, or appearance of any 
having been concerted by the enemy, till sir 
W. Windham got up and made a motion for an 
additional paragraph to the following effect : 
4< assuring otw&elves that hi» Majesty would eon* 
cert such measures with bis allies as might pre- 
vent a war on the Rhine, or* in the Austrian 
Netherlands, the preservation of which, in the 
bands of the present possessors, was of Such 

. consequence to this nation, and had formerly 
cost us so much blood and treasure." A motion 
of this kind, half nonsense, and wholly absurd, 
your lordship will easily imagine did not meet 
with great success, but Out of complaisance to 
air W. Windham it was treated more seriously 
than it deserved. He was supported in it, 
though faintly, by Shippen, Piummer, and W. 
Peiteney, who made a Tery long incoherent 
speech, and with no great applause from his 
friends. He began with condemning all the 
treaties that have been made since the late 
king's accession, except one made this last year 
by the board of Trade with some Indian kings, 

.which he thought must be a good one, and was 
liked by the Indians, for that they had, on that 
occasion, entertained the commissioners with 
a song and a dance, He declared, in as 
strong and positive a manner as possible, 
that 'it was his opinion, the two dutohies of 
Bremen and Verdeq had been the foundations 



engagements are the effeet of jour vigilance tot 
the welfare ef your subjects*. 

" We assure your Majesty, that we witt give 
all possible dispatch to the public business as 
it shall from time to time be brought before ties 
That as your people feel the happiness of yeur . 
reign, so your Majesty may feel the ease of it. 
And from a dutiful regard to your honour and 
dignity, and a just concern for the true interest 
of our country, which we shall always look upon 
as indispensihle and inseparable obligations, we 
have the greatest satisfaction in assuring your 
Majesty, that we will, with all chearfulness, 
grant such suppkes as shall be necessary for 
the service of the ensuing year ; and effectually 
enable your Majesty to make good your en- 
gagements with your allies. 

" Your Majesty's goodness to your people is 
very apparent in your avoiding to bring any unne- 
cessary burthens upon them : and it is the least 
return we can make for it, to assure your Ma- 
jesty, that in case the circumstances of public 
affairs shah* oblige you to ask the farther advice 
land assistance of your faithfol Cqmmons, we 
will, upon every occasion, discharge our d**y 
to your Majesty and those we represent, with 
that cheerfulness and affection which beceme 
a British House of Commons, tender and 4ea*~ 
lous for the honor of the Grown, careful and so* 
licitous for the glory and prosperity of tfee king* 
dom." 

The King's Answer.] To this his Majesty 
returned the following Answer : 

of those bad treaties, all which he would have 
pubbrly burnt in the Paiace*yard, and were the 
real source of all the present disputes in Europe. 
As to the speech and address, he said, they 
were of a piece with all the others for these 
four or five years past, and tbat he' could net 
help comparing the method that the ministry^ 
whom be called a committee of administration, 
followed in the drawing them up at tee begin* 
ning of every sessions, to a committee of the 
House of Commons, where the Chairman says) 
that they had made some progress, and asks 
leave to sit again. 

*" Mr. Walpote, after hating very handsomely 
confuted all .that Pnlteney had advanced about 
the foreign negotiations; in answer to that witty 
simile, said that as the minister bad not yet left the 
chair, they need not ask his (Pulteney's) tarts 
to sit again. Tom Wyadbam, in order to shew 
a true spirit of patriotism, proposed that, aftet 
the word ' engagements/ the words ' so far as 
' they relate to the interest of Great Brits**,' 
should be inserted ;. but as tbey were equally 
absurd with the first motion, they met with taw 
same rate. This is the substance of the debate^ 
and as much as I can remember worth trowbhng 
your lordship with. Whether the ewe nay bad 
nothing to say* or were not prepared, I koam 
not, but e more pitrml figure tbey never nmde* 
nor greater joy and triumph ever appeared 
among our friends." Thomas Pelbem tor she 
Earief Weldey**** Ceie's W*t>*- 
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* * Gentlemen/' 

41 1 return yon my hearty thanks for this dutiful 
and loyal Address* The zeal and affection you 
express for me, and the assurances you- have 
given me of enabling me to make good my en- 
gagements with my allies, will, I am persuaded, 
have a very good effect at this critical and im- 
portant conjuncture/' 

A Bill brought in to prevent Pensioners 
from Sitting in the House of Commons.] 1 Fe- 
bruary l.The Commons ordered, on the motion 
of Mr. Sandys, That leave begiven to bring in a 
Bill, for making more effectual the laws in being 
for disabling persons from being chosen Members 
of, or sitting or voting in the House of Commons, 
who have any Pension during pleasure, or for any 
number of years, or any office held in trust for 
them. 

Feb. 2. The said Bill was accordingly 
brought in and read the first time. 

Debate in the Commons concerning the Hes- 
sian Troops.'] Feb. 3. The House, in a grand 
committee on the supply, considered of the 
Estimate of the charge of the Hessiaa Troops : 
upon which there ensued a warm debate. The 
country party were against continuing those 
troops in our pay, because they apprehended 
that they contd not be of any. service to Great 
Britain, for as we were .surrounded by the 
sea, our fleet was our only real ana* proper se- 
curity ; and therefore we had no use . for the 
maintaining of Standing Armies either at home 
or abroad, more particularly at a time of per- 
fect tranquillity : They alledged, That if the 
apprehension of a -war being speedily to break 
out should be made an argument for keeping 
foreign troops in our pay, we could never be 
without them ; for Europe never was, nor never 
could be in such circumstances, as that k 
could be said, there was no reason for having 
any apprehension of a. war : That many wars 
might happen upon the Continent with which 
we had nothing to do ; and if we should at any 
time have the misfortune of being involved in 
any war, it was then time enough to take fo- 
reign troops into our pay, but tilt then there 
was no necessity for it, for we should always 
find troops enough in Europe to hire, when- 
ever we had occasion for them : That there- 
fore tie keeping of such troops in pay at pre- 
sent^ when we had no occasion for them, . was 
a wasting of the public money, which every 
man, who has any regard to the interest and 
welrare of his native country, -ought to prevent 
as far a* lies in his power. 

To this it was answered by the Courtiers, 
That though we were disjoined by the sea from 
the continent of Europe, yet as long as we had 
any trade or communication with any of the 
countries upon the Continent, we could not 
kelp beiag involved in some of their quarrels, 
an well as having quarrels of our own with 
some ef them* That by means of our influence 
upon the affairs of the continent we had got a 
great many advantages in trade, and in order 
ft* maintain those advantage* we had got, we 
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were* obugdd from time to time to interfere in 
the quarrels among foreign princes : That some 
of the countries of Europe had -so little commu- 
nication with the sea, that they were entirely 
out of the reach of our fleet, and therefore, in 
case they laid the trade of our subjects in their 
dominions under any hardships or inconve- 
niencies, or offered us any other injury or in- 
dignity, we had no other way of righting or re- 
venging ourselves, but by .getting some of their 
powerful neighbours and rivals upon the Con- 
tinent to engage in our quarrel, which we 
could never procure without engaging in some 
of theirs : That this consideration first brought 
on the treaty of Hanover, and obliged us to 
take the Hessian Troops into our pay ; That such 
measures prevented the fatal effects of the Treaty 
of Vienna between the emperor and Spain, and 
at last brought about the Treaty of Seville, by 
which Spain was effectually disunited- from the 
emperor ; but that in order to do this, we were 
obliged to enter into some new engagements 
with Spain, by which we had bound ourselves 
to see 6000 Spanish troops introduced into Italy, 
to secure the eventual succession of the Infante 
Don Carlos to the dutchies of Tuscany, Parma, 
and Placentia : That the Emperor not only re- 
fused to consent amicably to the introduction of 
those Spanish troops, butnad filled Italy with hia 
troops, in order to repel the Spaniards by 
force, in case we and our allies offered to in- 
troduce them without his consent : That we 
had already seen the good effects of having 
those Hessian troops in our pay ; and the con- 
tinuance of them might probably have such an 
influence upon the Emperor, as at last to in- 
duce him to agree to reasonable terms ; 
whereas, if we should now dismiss them, jt 
would free the Emperor from all fears of being 
attacked upbn that side : That thereupon he 
would become more obstinate, and his obsti- 
nacy would certainly involve Europe in a ge- 
neral war, which would cost us a gre^t many 
millions ; so that they could not but look upon 
dismissing the Hessian troops, at this time, as a 
very unreasonable and foolish piece of thrift, 
because we thereby run the great risk of losing 
millions, for the sake of saving a year's subsidy 
to those troops. 

Then the question being put, it was resolved, 
" That 241,259/. Is. 3«\ be granted to his Ma- 
jesty, for defraying the expence of 12,000 
Hessians taken into his Majesty's pay, for the 
service of the year 1731." 

A Petitionjrom several Bristol Merchants 
trading to America, complaining of the Spanish 
Depredations.] Feb. 6. A Petition of the Mer- 
chants and other traders of the City of Bristol, 
trading to his Majesty's colonies m America, 
was presented to the House, complaining of 
the great interruptions of their trade to the 
said colonies, and the Depredations *ef the 
Spaniards for several years past : who, not- 
withstanding the Resolutions of that House, 
and his Majesty's endeavours to obtain for hk 
subjects just and reasonable sat^mcfion, stft 
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continued their depredations, and had lately 
taken and plundered several ships and vessels 
belonging to Bristol and other British ports, 
and had treated such as had fallen into their 
bands in a very barbarous and cruel manner, 
and therefore praying the consideration of the 
House, and such timely and adequate remedy 
as to the House should seem fit. 

This Petition was referred to a Committee of 
the whole House. 

Debate concerning the Subsidy to the Duke 
qf Wolfenbuttel.] Feb. 10. The Commons 
resolved itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, to consider farther of the Supply granted 
to his Majesty, when a Debate arose about the 
Subsidies payable to the duke of Wolfenbuttel. 
The Country Party insisted that all those Sub- 
sidies were of no service to Great Britain ; and 
that they were paid only for the sake of pro- 
tecting his Majesty's foreign dominions, which 
was contrary to the following clause in the Act 
jof Settlement; viz. ' That in case the crown 
4 shall come to any person not a native of Eng- 

* land, this nation shall not be obliged to a war 

* in defence of dominions not belonging to this 

* crown? To this the Courtiers answered, That 
all the quarrel we had with the Emperor was 
upon account of the interest and trade of Eng- 
land, and not at all on account of any of his 
Majesty's foreign dominions ; so that if tbey 
should be involved in a war, it would be so far 
from involving Great Britain in any war upon 
account of them, that the case would be di- 
rectly the contrary ; they would be involved 
In a war for defence of the trade and commerce 
of Great Britain : that since we had a quarrel 
■with' the Emperor, who was a very powerful 
prince upon tfie continent, we had no way of 
revenging this quarrel, but by engaging as 
many princes upon the continent as we could 
on our side ; and that therefore it was neces- 
sary to continue those subsidies till we could 
bring the Emperor to our terms. 

Then the question being put, the Committee 
agreed to the continuing of this Subsidy, and" 
resolved, That the sum of 25,000/. be granted 
to his Majesty, for one year's Subsidy to the 
duke of Brunswick Lun en burgh Wolfenbuttel. 

Petitions against the Proceedings at Law be- 
ing in iMtin.] Feb. 11. Two Petitions were 
presented to the Commons, from the quarter- 
sessions of the peace held for the East and 
North Ridings of Yorkshire, complaining, 
"That the obliging Grand- Jury-Men, at the 
sessions of the peace, to make their present- 
ments in a language, which few of them under- 
stood ; and the suffering in any of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Courts of Justice, or in any of 
the transactions of the Law, whereby the per- 
son or property of the Subject may be affected, * 
the use of a Language not intelligible and of a 
character not legible, but by the Learned in 
the Law, were great occasions of the delay of 
justice, and gave room to most dangerous 
Frauds : That Special Pleadings, by their in- 
tricacy and dilatorinesSy rendered the prosecu- , 
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tion of the Rights of the Subject difficult and 
expensive: That the Recovery of small Debts, 
as the law then stood, was impracticable, and 
the number of Attornies excessive ; and pray- 
ing the House to take these Grievances into 
consideration, and to give such remedy as to 
the House shall seem meet." 

These Petitions were ordered to be referred 
to a Committee. 

The Pension Bill passes the Commons.] Feb. 
17. The Pension Bill was read the third time 
and passed ; and Mr. Sandys was ordered te 
carry it to the Lords. 

Debate in the Lords on the Bill against 
Pensioners sitting in the House of Commons."] 
Feb. £0. A Bill from the Commons ' For 
' making more effectual the Laws in being for 

* disabling Persons from beiug chosen Mem- 
' bers of, or sitting or voting in the House of 

* Commons, who have any Pension during 
4 pleasure, or for any number of years, or^any 
' offices holden in trust for them, by obliging 
' persons hereafter to be chosen to serve for 
1 the Commons in parliament to take the oath 

* therein mentioned/* was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time on the 
2nd of March. 



* The following is a copy of the said Bill : 

" May it please your most Excellent 
Majesty, 

" That it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King's most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords spi- 
ritual and temporal, and Commons in this 
present parliament assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same, That from and after the 
94th day of June, 1731, no person who shall 
be elected a member to serve in the House of 
Commons, shall vote or sit in the said House, 
during any debate there, after their Speaker is 
chosen, until such member shall from time to 
'time, and in manner following, first take the 
oath hereinafter mentioned 1 , and subscribe the 
same in a parchment roll, to be provided by 
the clerk of the House of Commons for that 
purpose, viz. 

" ' I A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, 

* that I have not directly or indirectly, any 
' pension during pleasure* or for any number 
' of years, from the crown, nor any office in 
' part, or in the whole, from the crown, held 
' for me, or for my benefit, by any person wnat- 

* soever: And I do solemnly and sincerely 
' promise and swear, that I will not receive, 
' accept, or take, directly or indirectly, during 
' the time of my beiug a member of this par- 

* liament, any pension during pleasure, or for 
' any number of years, or any other gratuity or 
' reward whatsoever, or any office from the 

* crown, to be held for me, or for my benefit, 
' in part, or in the whole thereof, by any per* 
c son whatsoever, without signifying the same 
' to this House, within fourteen days after I 

* have received or accepted the same, if * the 
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Accordingly ihe Bill, being then read a se- 
cond time, occasioned a great debate. The 
dukes oHtf eweastle and Argyle, and the earl of 
Hay, who opposed the Bill, urged, That in 
case such a Bill should pass, into a law, it would 
not be in the power of the crown to reward 
those who had done signal services to the 
public, without at the same time disabling 
them to. serve their country as members pf the 
House of Commons, which was most unreason- 
able ; for a man who had before served the 
public so well, as to deserve not only the thanks 
of the people, but a reward from the crown, 
was in their opinion the most proper person to 
be entrusted by the people in Parliament : that 
many of those posts that are for life required so 
close an attendance, that the persons who en- 
joyed them could not stay for any time at Lon- 
don, or attend the business of parliament ; 
and that there were many other places, the 
possessors of which were by the laws then in 
being disabled from being members of the 
House of Commons : That the variety of the 
public business made it necessary to employ so 
many gentlemen of character and education, 
that it was not , in the ✓ power of the crown to 
provide sufficient rewards for all those who had 
served the public faithfully in their respective 
stations, without giving Pensions to some, till 

' parliament be then sitting, or within fourteen 
' days after the next meeting of the parliament. 
* So help me God.' 

u Which said oath shall be in this and every 
succeeding parliament, solemnly and publicly 
taken and subscribed by every such member of 
the House of Commons, at the table in the 
middle of the said House, at the same time 
that he takes the other oatljs by law directed 
to be taken, whilst a full House of Commons 
is there duly sitting with their Speaker in his 
chair. 

" And be it further enacted, That if any 
member so taking the oath, and subscribing as 
before directed, shall, at the time of the taking 
the said oath, have any pension during plea- 
sure, or for any number of years, or any office 
from the crown, in part, or in the whole, held 
in trust for him, or for his benefit, or shall, 
during his being a member of parliament, ac- 
cept, receive, or take any pension during plea- 
sure, or for any number of years, or any other 
gratuity or reward whatsoever, or any office in 
part, or in the whole, to be neld for him, or for 
his benefit, from the crown, without signifying 
the same to the House, as aforesaid, such mem- 
ber shall be, and is hereby adjudged and de- 
clared to be, guilty of wilful and corrupt per- 
jury, and being thereof convicted by due course 
of law, shall incur and suffer the pains and 
penalties which by the laws and statutes of this 
realm are inflicted in cases of wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury, and shall from thenceforth be in- 
capable of taking, holding, or enjoying any of-" 
fice whatsoever., 

"And be it further enacted, That if any 
, member elected as aforesaid, ^ball refuse or 



an opportunity offered for providing better for 
them ; and it would be hard to exclude any' 
man, from serving his country in parliament, 
only because the crown, v/hich was the distri- 
buter of public rewards as well as punishments, 
had shewn a due sense of his past services ; That 
such a method would be a- depriving the publio 
of its most faithful servants, which would tend 
to the destruction *>f the commonwealth ia 
general, instead of contributing to the support 
of the liberties of the people. 

They further said, That they could find no 
sufficient provision in the Bill then before them 
for preventing Bribery and Corruption, which 
was the evil they intended to guard against ; 
for no good man would take a bribe from any 
minister with an intention to betray bis coun- 
try ; any man that would do so must be an aban- 
doned wretch, and every one knew how little 
regard such men had for any declaration upon 
oath, where no witnesses could be brought to 
prove the coutrary of what they swore : so that,' 
in their opinion the Bill as it then stood might 
give occasion for a great deal of perjury, with- 
out contributing, in the least to prevent the 
evil it was intended agaiust ; and therefore 
they could not but be against a Bill, which they 
foresaw might do a great deal of mischief, with- 
out doing the least good. 



neglect to take and subscribe the oath as be- 
fore directed, the place for which such mem- 
ber was elected, is hereby, without any other 
conviction or proceeding, declared void to all 
intents and purposes, ,as if such member Ivas 
naturally dead. 

« And be it further enacted, That in case 
any member shall presume to sit or vote in the 
House of Commons, after the Speaker is cho- 
sen, without taking and subscribing the oath 
herein^ before mentioned, such member shall 
forfeit the sum of 30/. for each day he shall sit 
-and vote as aforesaid, to be recovered and 
received, with full costs of suit, by him or them, 
who shall sue for the same, and to be prose- 
cuted by any action, suit, bill, plaint, or in- 
formation, in any of his Majesty's courts of 
record at Westminister/ wherein no essoin, 
protection, wager of law, or more than one 
imparlance shall be admitted or allowed ; 
and shall from thenceforth be incapable of 
taking, holding, or enjoying any office or em- 
ployment of profit or trust under his Majesty, 
his heirs or successors. 

" Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
clared and enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That no person shall be made liable 
to any disability, incapacity, forfeiture or, 
penalty by this act laid or imposed, unless 
prosecution be commenced within one year 
next after the dissolution,, or other determi- 
nation of the parliament in which such dis- 
ability, incapacity, forfeiture/or penalty shall, "* 
be incurred ; or, ip case of a prosecution, 
unless the same be carried on without wilful 
delay r any thing herein contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding." . 
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The Bishop of Bungor spoke against the 
BiU. , His lordship alledged, That though this 
Bill at first sight seemed to be a Sel£deniping 
Bill ; and, to some particular members miglit 
perhaps prove so : yet he suspected the Com- 
mons, considered as a House of Parliament, 
Would find in it a very great enlargement of 

Eower: That whatever tends to "break the ba- 
moe between the powers essential to this con- 
stitution, must sooner or later prove the ruin of 
the whole, that an independent House of Com- 
mons, or an independent House of Lords, was 
as inconsistent with our constitution, as an in- 
dependent, that is, absolute King : That who- 
ever loves the liberties and laws of his country, 
would no more desire to see one than the other. 
Let Bribery be punished, added his lordship, 
let Corruption be punished, but not by" giving 
so much strength to one power of this con- 
stitution as shall make it able to overbear 
the rest. • 



% The above Speech made a great noise in 
the town, and gave occasion to so many reflec- 
tions thereon, as well ludicrous as serious, that 
some friends of the Bishop thought proper to 
vindicate him, in the following Letter published 
in the Daily Post-Boy, May 7, which may be 
looked on as a sort of counterpart to the Pro- 
test of the Lords : 

w Extract of a Letter from Cambridge, to 
a Gentleman at London, dated April 27, 
1731, relating to the Pension Bill. 

If a great appearance of ?eal against. Bri- 
bery and Corruption we, re a certain sigti of in- 
tegrity, I should felicitate you upon your pre- 
sent state of purity. But he who cries. * stop 
thief loudest, is not always the honestest man 
in the crowd. Knaves dare not, and honest 
men will not defend Corruption ; and hence' 
comes the general consent in such cases. 

" But the present question is not, Whether 
Bri.bety is a bad thing, or no? Which neither 
the honest or dishonest part of the nation wilt 
dispute with you. The single point is, Whe- 
ther the method proposed to stop Bribery, be 
an effectual method, and consistent with our 
constitution ? 

" To clear this to myself, and to know upon 
what grounds some of unblemished characters 
opposed a late bill, commonly called, < A Bill 
against Bribery and Corruption ;' I got with 
with some difficulty one of the printed Bills, 
with the blanks filled up. As I had heard that 
it related to places, pensions, and all * rewards 
and gratuities whatever' from the crown, I 
read it m full expectation of finding every 
member of the House of Commons made inca- 
pable of taking or receiving in his own name, or 
in trust, any place, pension, reward or gratuity 
whatever. But to my very great surprize, I 
found nothing like it. The BHl creates no new x 
incapacity ; and, had it passed into a law, any 
member* notwithstanding, might hare taken 
any reward, or any gratuity from the crown, 
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, The Earl of Winchelsee* the Lord Cnrtnect 
and Lord Batburst spoke for the Bill, andh>* 
sisted much, upon- the dangers accruing fsoao 
Bribery and Corruption ; they shewed (bat , tbe> 
Roman Commonwealth had been thereby 
ruined, and that the Roman emperors govern*^ 
aa arbitrarily and tyrannically, with consent 
and approbation of the Roman Senate, by the 
means of Bribery and Corruption, as i£ them 
had been no Senate at all : That the endea- 
vouring to prevent corrupting the members of 
, the House of Commons was doing no injury, or 
offering any affront to the crown ; bat, upon, 
the contrary, it was providing for the honour 
and safety of the orown, for it was not to bo 
supposed that the crown would ever bribe or 
corrupt the members of the House of Commons t 
That that House was the grand inquest ef the 
nation, from whom the crown was to receive 
information of all the Complaints and demands 
of the people : That the. safety of the crown* 



which he could obtain. How, then, are firU 
bery and Corruption shut out ? 

" All that I can find in the Bill is thks, 
Erery member of the House of Commons is to 
.swear to this effect, ' That he will not directly* 
' nor indirectly, take or receive any reward or 
' gratuity' (I will confine myself to this part of 
the Bill) 4 from the crown, during the time of 
< his being a member : or, that if he does re* 
s ceive any gratuity or reward, he wiH declare 
( it to the House of Commons within fourteen 
' days. If any member neglects or refuses t» 
€ take this oath : or, if taking a gratuity or re-- 
' ward afterwards, he does not declare it to the 
' House ♦ he is made subject to the pains ancfc 
c penalties of perjury, &c.' (The same provi- 
sion extends to Places and Pensions.) 

" The whole, you see, comes to this: The* 
members may take what rewards, what gratui- 
ties they please, provided they declare what 
they take within fourteen days to the House of: 
Commons. 

" You, and every man must naturally ask, 
what is to be done in consequence of this do* 
claration ? To this question I can give no po- 
sitive answer ; for here the Bill stops short, and 
gives not the least intimation of the use to be 
made of this declaration : And yet can k bo 
thought that no use is to be made of it; and 
that the whole Bill means nothing ? 

" Consider then, whatever use is to be made, 
it must be by the House of Commons only. 
There the declaration is to be made. And it 
would, I suppose, be a breach of privilege for 
any person in this kingdom to take cognizance 
of what passes there. Besides, the use must 
be discretionary and arbitrary; for there is no- 
thing in the Bill to direct, much less to limit 
the use to be made of this* declaration. Sup*, 
pose now any House of Commons hereafter 
should refer the consideration of all such deeta-. 
rations to the Committee of Elections, there 
i he merit of the person who receives, the vievr 
and design of the crown who gives the reward, 
must come m question ; and though &ey s*e**U 
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depended upon the affections 6f the people, and 
it being impossible to preserve their affections, 
Without a thorough knowledge of their com- 
plaints and desires, it was therefore for the in- 

be judged of there, and determined with the 
same honour and justice (and I make no doubt 
but they would) that elections are, yet never- 
theless I fear the consequence of erecting such 
a judicature would be injurious to the consti- 
tution. . 

u We have had several laws to render per- 
sons under certain circumstances incapable of 
1 offices of trust ; but in all such cases, the inca- 
1 parity rests upon the subject ; the honour and 
dignity of the crown are saved, and not ex- 
posed to the censure and judgment of the peo- 
ple: I remember no law that leaves the crown 
at liberty to give, and sets up a judicature to 
- condemn or approve the gift.'; J apprehend 
such a power in the subject to be absolutely 
inconsistent with our constitution; and that it 
is every where a branch of the supreme power; 
and that wherever it is placed, it must necessa- 
rily draw the supreme power to it. * We have 
instances in our own history, when powers of this 
sort have been assumed ; butnever,Ithink,with- 
Qut ending in the ruin of the crown. Once too 
the- House of Lords, by this and like me-, 
thods, lost their very being ; and is it to be 
wondered at, if they are jealous of every ap- 
proach, every tendency to the same power in 
' the House of Commons. 
1 *' You may think, perhaps, that I carry this 
> matter too Tar ; and that the Commons could 
1 have no such meaning as this. I am as willing 
to think honourably, of 4 the Commons of Great 
Britain as you are. But consider 

" Laws are not to be made upon a presump- 
tion that men will be so honest as not to abuse 
them ; nor is it enough to say, that they who 
propose the law, mean no harm by it. \t must 
be considered, not only what is intended by a 
law at present, but also what use may possibly 
be made of it hereafter. And can any man 
i pretend to say, that no House of Commons 
hereafter will ever ground any partial proceed- 
ings on this Bill? And if any House of 
Commons should, who can hinder them? 
It will be too late to complain, when, the case 
happens; which, whenever it happens, will be 
remediless. In some instances it may be 
right to pass laws in hopes of good success, and 
i with a view of repealing them, if they should 
I not answer the end prpposed : But, in the pre- 
i sent case, where the consequence to be feared 
I is a new power unknown to our constitution ; 
I a kind of supreme judicature to arise in the 
j House of Commons; if such consequence 
i should prove real, how shall the evil be cured ? 
\ Do ybu think the law would be easily repealed ? 
j That the Commons would consent to give up 

Sthe power, after they had found what strength 
it gave them ? I am afraid not : And there- 
fore Bills of this kind are not to be passed to 
try experiments; or upon probable presump- 
y tiona that they may not be abused : For should 
Voi. VIII. 
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terest of the crown, that the channel, through 
which such information was to be conveyed, 
should remain pure and incorrupt. 

They said, that Bribery and Corruption were 



the experiment miscarry, and the presumption 
fail, it might prove fatal to the constitution, 
and be an evil never to "be removed. 

" Consider farther, if this power should ever 
be allowed, how far it will extend. It must go 
to, 'all rewards and gratuities whatever/ re- 
ceived directly or indirectly, by any member of 
the House of Commons. I think there is no- 
thing in the power of the ciown, to give or 
grant, but may be taken in under these gene- 
ral words, There are great offices in the 
kingdom, which, as the law now stands, do 
not disqualify those who hold them from sitting 
in the House of Commons. , But if you consi- 
der them as rewards or gratuities given by the 
crown, (and what shall hinder their being so 
considered ?) they must be affected by this Bill, 
and they who hold them, made subject to such 
scrutiny and discretionary judgment, as shall 
at any time, in consequence of this Bill, ha 
exercised in the House of Commons. - 

"If the relation of a member is advanced to 
any office, it may be construed as a reward, in- 
directly at least, to the member, and he made 
answerable to the House under the suspicion of 
Bribery. And, considering how numerous the 
relations of the best families are, how often the 
subject stands in need of the favour of the 
crown for the pardou of offences, for the remit- , 
ting of fines or forfeitures, for renewing leases, 
grants', patents, and the like ; it will always be 
in the power of a majority to fix the guilt of 
Bribery upon those who are not in their fa- 
vour, and either to turn such members our as 
corrupt men, or by the terror of such usage 
make them subservient to their own ends. 

" There is little difference between a power 
to give places, and a power to approve or dis- 
approve the gift of them by another. What 
must this power be in the hands of the Com- 
mons, joined to the sole right they claim of. 
giving money, to the right of determining all 
disputed elections, to' the right of calling to ac- 
count every minister and officer in the king- 
dom, and to many other powers now and an> 
ciently exercised by the Commons? v Must 
they not grow too great to be controuled or 
checked by the other branches of the legisla- 
ture? And may tbey not in such a plenitude 
of power, think the House of Lords to be 
(what in such a case it probably would be) of 
no use? Should a republican spirit ever pos- 
sess a House of Commons, invested with such* 
uncontroulable power, (and what has been, 
may be again) how long could our ancient con* 
stitution, on which our religion, liberties and 
properties depend, subsist? 

u Upon this view, which I have given you of 
the Bill, and its consequences, it will not be 
hard for you to apply properly the words of a 
learned prelate, (one too long, and too weft 
known in this university! to be suspected here ' 
3 I 
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never to be, dreaded, nor would ever be pnt io 
practice but by princes of an arbitrary and ty- 
rannical disposition, or by wicked ministers 
who were resolved to plunder the nation, and 
would therefore give hundreds to such as would 
stoop to be their tools and agents, in order that 
they might squeeze thousands from the people: 
none but such wicked men would ever endea- 
vour to bribe any man, or to prevail upon him 
to betray his trust; against such the people 
ought always to be upon their guard ; by such 
even this nation had suffered, and therefore 
they had the more reason to take all possible 
Care to prevent the like for the future : That 
though this Bill should j>ass into a law, the 
crown would still have power enough to reward 
those who had deserved well of their country ; 
for there were Sinecure places enough in the 
kingdom, of honour and profit for life, to re- 
ward all those who had done any real service 
to their country, unless it f was to ue supposed, 
which they hoped would never be the case, that 
every man was to have a reward, who voted in 
parliament which ever way the ministers of the 
crown pleased to direct him : But that in case 
there should be any deficiency, the crown had 
it in their power to give such reward as they 

to be a pleader for Bribery and Corruption) 
and to see upon what foundation, the appre- 
x hension therein expressed of an independency 
to accrue from this Bill, to the House of Com- 
mons, was grounded. As you may not perhaps 
have the said words at band when you receive 
this Letter, 1 have transcribed them for you, 
from the paper in which they were lately com- 
municated to the public. 

u ' For though this Bill at first sight seems 
4 to be a self-denying Bill ; and to some parti- 

* cular members may perhaps prove so : Yet 

4 the Commons, considered as an House of 

* Parliament, will find in it, I suspect, a very 

* great enlargement of power. And whatever 
' tends to break the balance between the powers 
' essential to this constitution, must sooner or 
c later prove the ruin of the whole. An inde- 

* pendent House of Commons, or an inde- 

5 pendent House of Lords, is as inconsistent 

* whir our constitution, as an independent, that 

* is, absolute King. And whoever loves the 
' liberties and laws of his country, will no more 

* desire to see one than the other. Let Bri- 
' bery be punished, let Corruption be punished, 

* but not by giving so much strength to one 
' power of this constitution, as shall make it 

* able to over-bear the rest.' 

" I am well assured, these were the very 
words spoken by the Bishop. What think you, 
Sir, are they either empty sounds, or capable 
of the wicked construction that ' has been put 
upon them ? I am, Ace." 

" Several answers fo this Letter have been 
published, and a great deal said against it in 
.private conversation ; the sum of which i9, that 
Bribery and Corruption is a crime so. heinous 
and to pernicious, that no man will set up 
openly to defend it, or , to oppose any method 
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thought proper, by* granting a Pension for lite 
to the person who had <±one any signal service 
to the public, without subjecting him'to any of 
the forfeitures or disabilities in that Bill or any 
former law contained; and those who had done 
any such signal service deserved a provision for 
life, in case they stood in need of it, and not to 
be left depending for their daily bread upon the 
whim of a minister or favourite. 

That as to the method for preventing Bribery 
and Corruption proposed by the Bill then before 
them, they wished that any method more effec- 
tual could be contrived, but its not being in their 
power to contrive a method, which might be call- 
ed an effectual and absolute bar to the great 
evil of Bribery and Corruption, was no reason 
why they should refuse the method that was, or 
any method that could be proposed : That thev 
were sorry to find the sanctity of Oaths so much 
ridiculed and neglected, as they feared they 
were in the present age ; but they hoped it 
could be no crime in then> to lay a man under 
the necessity of being guilty of perjury, before 
he could be guilty of the other crime of betray- 
ing his country : Few men, they said, became 



that is proposed for preventing it; but that 
those, who are secretly for supporting and en- 
couraging Bribery and Corruption, give it a 
pretty new name, and call it a necessary de- 
pendence, m favour of which new name they 
use all the arguments they can invent, though 
they are conscious to themselves, that the most 
infamous crime of Bribery is couched under 
what they call necessary dependence; and 
when any method is proposed for preventing 
their favourite vice, they endeavour to find out 
some hobgoblin or another privately lurking in 
the method proposed, with which they endea- 
vour to frighten people out of their wits. 

" Thus they say this Letter Writer has fount 
out, that the House of Commons endeavoured 
by this BiH to grasp at a power, which in time 
would have made them supreme over the House 
of Lords as well as the crown ; though from 
the very words pf the Bill itself it will appear, 
as they say, to every impartial reader, that the 
House* of Commons neither did acquire, nor 
could from any thing contained in this Bill, 
assume any other power, than that of putting 
the oath or receiving the declaration; and 
whether such a power could make that House 
so terrible to the crown, or to the House of 
Lords, they leave to every uncorrupted man to 
judge : Even this power, small as it is, if it had 
been obtained, might perhaps they say have 
made that House terrible to an ill designing 
prince, or a knavish minister ; it was the glory 
of the English constitution that it had always 
been so, and it was the aim of that Bill, that it 
should always continue to be the terror of as- 
piring princes, and the scourge of rapacious 
ministers. While that House continues* to be so, 
our constitution is preserved, but as soon as it 
loses that noble quality, it will become despi- 
cable, and our happy constitution will be at an 
end." BoyeVs Political State, 



Drgitized by 



5&aj pari* history, 4 gbqmi 

at once wholly abandoned, and the; horror of 
being guilty of a false oath might perhaps have 
more weight with some men, than the horror of 
being guilty of a breach of trust, which is a 
crime , of such a nature, that the guilt of it is 
not always apparent at the time it is commit- 
ted 5 That even the most wilful betrayers of 
their country are seldom sensible of the fatal 
consequences of their treachery, till they find 
themselves involved in the ruin that they have 
brought upon their country. 

The Earl of Strafford said, That though some 
men might be hardy enough to declare a falsity 
upon oath, where there was no man present, 
who, as they thought, knew the contrary, yet, 
he believed, no man would have assurance 
enough to declare upon oath, that he had no 
pension, in the very face of the man rtho paid 
him his money, and who, upon hearing such a 
declaration, must know and must think him a 
most abandoned villain ; for no man could well 
bear to be thought or known a downright vil- 
lain even by bis greatest enemy, and far less by 
his bosom friend. And, in answer to the bishop 
of Bangor's argument, his lordship urged, That 
he was as far as any man from having the least 
thought of weakening that legal dependence, 
which each of the branches of our constitution 
had upon the Other two, nor could they find 
any such tendency in the Bill before them : 
what; they were for, and what every good Chris- 
tian must be for, was all that was or could be 
intended by that Bill, and that was to prevent 
any pernicious and corrupt dependence of the 
House of Commons dpon the servants or mi- 
nisters of the crown : He insisted, That there 
was no clause in that Bitf, that could ever give 
occasion to the Housesof Commons to assume 
any new or extraordinary power : That though 
i$ was provided by the Bill, that any member 
refining to take the oath therein mentioned, 
should, bjr such refusal, forfeit his seat in par- 
liament , h was only subjecting the in ember to 
a forfeiture, but giving no new power to the 
House, except that of administering the oath ; 
for if the member had no Pension, he might 
freely take the oath, and if he had such pen- 
sion, he was by former laws declared incapable 
of having a seat in parliament ; so that all that 
was new in this Bill was only a new method of 
discovering whether, or no a man was capable 
of being a member by the standing laws of the 
realm : That as to the other part of the Bill, 
whereby a member is obliged to declare to the 
House when he receives any Gratuity, &c. from 
the Crown, the House of Commons had no new 
power given tbem by the Bill, but only the 
power of receiving such declaration ; for if the 
gratuity that he had received from the crown 
did not disable him from continuing a member 
bv former laws, the House could not, by any 
clause in this Bill, proceed to determine that to 
be an incapacity, which was not declared so by 
former disabling laws ; and whether a man be 
by law under any incapacity of being a mem- 
ber, was always under the proper cognizance of 
that House, and could not belong to any other 
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j udicature whatever : That it was not possible 
that ever the House of Commons could, from 
any words in that Bill, assume a power of judg- 
ing or determining whether any person receiv- 
ing a gratuity from the crown, deserved such a 
gratuity or no; or that they could draw any 
other consequences from such a declaration, 
but only to determine, whether the accepting of 
such a gratuity or reward came under any of 
the disabling laws' in being ; and without such 
declaration, wherever the House could prove 
that any man accepted of an office or gratuity, 
which subjected him to any legal iucapacrtv, 
they were the judges, and could declare |oi 
seat in parliament vacant by the laws former^ 
enacted : so that in this case also all that was 
intended by the Bill then before them was, a 
new method of discovering whether any of their 
members had fallen under the description of 
any of the former laws for disabling persons 
from sitting or voting in the House of Com- 
mons : That these disabling laws were certainly 
thought reasonable, otherwise they would have 
been repealed: That the Incapacities intro- 
duced by these laws were necessary for the 
preservation of our constitution ; and if the 
methods formerly provided were not sufficient 
for discovering of those incapacities, new me- 
thods must be contrived, which was the only 
intention of the Bill then before them. 

The Pension Bill rejected by the Lords.] 
The debate being over the question was put, 
That the Bill be committed ; which was re- 
solved in the negative. Then the question be- 
ing put, That the said Bill be rejected; it was 
resolved in the affirmative.* 



* " The opposition, during the recess' of 
parliament, having perceived a great ferment m 
the nation, upon the rejection of ^ the Penajon 
Bill, res* >lved to repeat the experiment this ses- 
sion. The motion was introduced with great 
solemnity, and after passing with very little 
opposition through the House of Commons, 
was sent to the House of Peers, where it was> 
thrown out. The then bishop * of Bangor 
despising popular prejudices, and founding bis 
speech upon the true principles of reason and 
the English, constitution, had the courage to 
strip the motion of its masque of popularity, 
and expose its bad tendency to the view of the 
House. 

" It is certain, that the reverend prelate con- 
sulted the lightsof his own understanding, experi- 
ence, and reading, more than he Hid the mis- 
taken, but general sentiments of the public, 
who took hold of his pleading against the in* v 
dependency of. the two Houses upon the crown, 
as if he meant that they ought to be depen- 
dent upon the minister. Butv it it plain from 
the whole of his speech that he meant no more 
by the word independency, than that relation 
which the constitution prescribes to exist 
amongst all the constituent parts of the legisla- 
ture, and which, if dissolved, the ruin of all 
must be the consequence, because, it never 
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" Dissentient*, , 



1. " Because the Reasons which .were en- 
tered' on our. Journals last session* for the 
commitment, and agaiust the rejecting of this 
Bill, can, /in our judgment, have nothing of 
weight said against them, as we think they 
want little to be added to them ; though they 
seem to us to be strengthened on this occasion, 
lest our ^second refusal to concur with the 
House of Commons in what solely regards their 
own members, and without any arguments of- 
fered to them in a parliamentary way for that 
refusal, should be looked upon by them as un- 
kind, if not unprecedented treatment; and 
should, in the opinion of. many disinterested 
lovers of our ancient frame of government, too 
Justly create in them a resentment that might 

could be dissolved, unless one House should 
arrogate to itself powers inconsistent, not only 
with the general plan of public welfare, which 
the constitution lays down, but with that exe- 
cutive power which it vests in the crown, 
and without which, all operations of govern- 
ment cease. ( 

" It must, however, be admitted, that his lord- 
ship happened to make use of an unlucky word, 
and it is incredible . what use his speech was 
put to, in order to influence the public to be- 
lieve that there was a settled design to unhinge 
the, constitution, by making both House* of 
Parliament dependent upon the minister. The 
Speech, torn into scraps, was hackneyed round 
the kingdom ; and none of the common writers 
for the ministry had either understanding or 
knowledge of the constitution, sufficient to vin- 
dicate the speaker." Tindal. 

" The bill against pensions produced a 
warm debate in the House of Lords, where it 
was violently opposed by the dukes of New- 
castle and Argyle, the earl of' Hay, and Dr. 
Sherlock, bishop of Bangor. This prelate, in 
a remarkable speech, represented it as a 
scheme, to enlarge the power of the House of 
Commons, and to break the balance between 
the powers essential to the constitution, so as,, 
sooner or later, to prove the ruin of the whole, 
The great barrier provided against bribery and 
corruption by this hill consisted in an oath to 
be imposed on all members of the lower House, 
by which they must have solemnly sworn and 
declared, that they had not directly, nor indi- 
rectly,- any pension during pleasure, or for any 
num ber of years, or any office in part, or in the 
whole, held for them, or for their benefit, by 
any persons whatsoever ; and that they would 
not accept any such pensions or oflices, without 
signifying the'same to the House within four- 
teen days after they should be received or ac- 
cepted. The bill was vindicated as just and 
necessary by the earls of Winchelsea. and 
Strafford, Jord Bathurst, and lord 'Carteret, who 
had by this time joined as an auxiliary in the 
apposition." Smollett. 

•Seep. 794. 



interrupt the harmony between the two Houses, 

which is necessary for carrying on the most im- 
portant affairs of the nation. 

2. " Because the Commons seemed to think 
this Bill is wanted ; and, we are persuaded, it 
is earnestly desired by the people, and so wise- 
ly contrived, by a solemn and strict oath of 
purgation, to guard against secret corruption in 
that place, where, if ever it should be preva- 
lent^ its consequences would be most pernicious 
and extensive, that, we fear, we should be ex- 
posed to some uncharitable suspicions, if we did 
not, in this most authentic manner the* consti- 
tution of parliament will allow, from a becom- 
ing zeal to hinder the infection of so mischiev- 
ous an evil from spreading among others, give 
an undeniable proof that we are untainted with 
it ourselves. * 

3. " Because a member of parliament/ who 
is not ashamed to accept a gratuity for any 
service which he is ashamed publicly to avow, 
must be conscious to himself, as we fear, that 
he is guilty of an immoral action : and there- 
fore we conceive ourselves not only obliged 
in policy, but m conscience, to yield our assent 
to a Bill, that as far as we could apprehend 
upon the most mature and serious reflection, 
contains a proper expedient in this limited 
monarchy, to preserve both the innocence and 
independency of elected legislators, and that 
we had reasonable hopes would, in a great 
measure, have prevented the danger of an in- 
famous breach of trust of the highest nature, 
reposed in every single member of the lower 
House, for the' benefit of the whole com- 
munity; which we think a crime that ought to 
be dreaded by us, as good patriots, and that 
we are bound to abhor as sincere Christians. 

4. " Because we cannot, but with grief of 
heart,lament the loss of that opportunity which, 
by enacting this Bill into a law, we assure our- 
selves his Majesty would have embraced with 
particular ^satisfaction, of demonstrating to all 
his subjects, that he is incapable of suffering an 
improper use to be made, by any of his ser- 
vants, of that large revenue which a parlia- 
ment, liberal beyond any example of their pre- 
decessors, so cheerfully gave him;, or of enter- 
taining . the least thought himself to the preju- 
dice of the liberties or properties of his people, 
by any unjustifiable influence on their represen- 
tatives. (Signed,) Bruce, Berkshire, Nor- 
thampton, Plymouth, Bedford, Foley, 
Gainsborough, Oxford and Mortimer, 
"Willoughby de Broke, Gower, Maynard, 
Abergavenny, Strafford,. Thanet, War- 
rington, Aylesford, Ancaster, G. S. 
Litchfield, Cadogan, Bristol, Coventry, 
Bridgwater, Abingdon, Boyle, Ba; burst." 

Petition from the Sugar Colonies in America.] 
Feb. 23. A Petition v of several merchants, 
planters and others, trading to and interested in 
his Majesty's Sugar Colonies in America, was 
presented to the House in behalf of themselves 
and many others, complaining, " That divers 
of his Majesty's subjects, residing witiun his 
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dominions in America, and elsewhere, had of 
late years carried on a trade to the foreign 
Sugaf-Colonies in America, from whence they 
vfrere supplied with sugar, rum, molosses, and 
their other productions, instead' of those from 
our own colonies ? as well as with foreign Euro- 
pean goods arid manufactures, contrary to the 
intention of the laws in. being, and the Treaty 
made with France in 1686; and as that new 
method of trade encreased and enriched the 
colonies of other nations," so it was injurious to 
the trade of this kingdom, and greatly im- 
poverished the British Sugar-Colonies ; and 
therefore the Petitioners prayed the considera- 
tion of the House, and such relief as the House 
should think fit." This Petition was referred 
to the consideration of a Committee. 

Petition of the Liverpool Merchants com- 
plaining of the Depredations of the Spaniards 
in the West -Indies.] Feb. 25. A Petition of 
the corporation of Liverpool, and also of the 
Merchant? trading from that Port to his Ma- 
jesty's colonies in the West-Indies, -was present- 
ed to the House and read; " complaining of 
their Sufferings by the continued Depredations 
of the Spaniards,* who had treated such as had 
fallen into their hands in a very barbarous and 
cruel manner, and praying the consideration of 
the House, and such redress as the House 
should think fit." This Petition was referred 
to a Committee of the whole House. 

A Motion for a List of the Members 
who had. Pensions rejected.] March 3. The 
Pension Bill havfng been rejected by the 
Lords, a motion was made in the Com- 
mons by Mr. Sandys, ".That a Committee 
be appointed to inquire whether any Member 
of the House had direotly or indirectly any 
Pensions during pleasure, or for any number of 
years, or any Offices from the crown holden in 
trust for them, in part or in the whole." 

Sir RobtTt Walpole, caHpd this a. motion for 
erecting the House into a court of inquisition ; 
and said, that it justified the treatment which 
the Bill had met with in the other House. He 
added, that he could not see any possibility of 
the ends of the motion being answered, unless 
the House should assume to itself powers un- 
known to this constitution ; a power 'of obliging 
every gentleman that was suspected to accuse 
himself, not of any thing criminal, for there 
conld be no crime in taking either a place or a 
pension from the crown, bjUt of what the House 
may construe to be criminal, and in conse- 
quence of that construction, disfumish half the 
counties and boroughs in England of their ie» 
preservatives. 

A great many gentlemen, who were sus- 
pected to have pensions or places in trust, 
though' they were i tl their minds against the 
motion, yet to avoid suspicion voted for it ; but 
it was thrown out by a majority of 206 against 
143. 

, Motion for a Bill to prevent the Translation 
of Bishops.] March 4. A motion was made, 
and the* question put, That leave be given to 
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bring in a Bill, ' To prevent the Translation of 
'Bishops;' which occasioned a debate. In 
support of the motion it was urged, That such 
a Bill was necessary to prevent a too great de- 
pendence of that part of the legislature upon 
the crown. To this the Courtiers answered, 
That Such a law would be a great incroach- 
ment upon the prerogative, of the crown, and 
an injury to the rights of the clergy. 

Then the question being put on the motion, 
it passed in the negative.* , 

' The English Language Law-Bill passes the 
Commons.] The same day sir Qeorge Saville 
presented to the House, a Bill to enact, " That 
all Proceedings in Courts of Justice shall be in 
the English Language," which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time, and 
likewise to be printed. 

While this Bill was depending in the House, 
great opposition was made to it, and the prin- 
cipal arguments insisted on were, That if the 
Language and Writing of the Law should be 
altered, and made according to the modern 
way of speaking and writing,'no one* would ever 
be at the pains to study that ancient language 
and writing, which most of our old valuable Re* 
cords are wrote in, so that the" use of them 
would in a few years be entirely lost,: That the 
method of distributing justice was now estab- 
lished according to a most concise and regular 
form, which must be entirely altered, if the 
language and methods of pleading should be 
changed : That this would necessarily produce 
such a confusion, that it would cost many years 
painful and troublesome application, before the 
new forms could be settled in a certain and re- 
gular course of proceedings ; so that the. making 
of those alterations would occasion greater de- 
lay of justice ; give more room to dangerous 
frauds; render the prosecution of the rights of 
the subject more difficult and expensive; the 
recovery of small debts more impracticable ; 
and the number of Attornies more excessive 
than heretofore. 

To these objections it was answered by the 
Advocates for the Bill, That though both the 
language and, writing of the law should be al- 
tered, there would be no danger of losing the 
use of our ancient Records ; because, as long 
as we have any such, there always will be some 
men, who either out of curiosity, or for the-sake 
of gain, will make it their business to under- 
stand both the language and character in 
which they are wrote, in the same manner as we 
find among us now several gentlemen, who make 
it their business to learn to understand the lan- 
guage and character of manuscripts much an- 
•cieuter than any of our Records : That a very few 
of such Law Antiquarians will suffice, considering 

* This motion was generally supposed to be 
owing to the bishop of Bangor's Speech in the 
House of Lords, against the Pension-Bill, the 
day before, and to the unanimity which appear- 
ed on the f everend Bench in their opposition-to 
that Bill. 
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tbe little occasion we have in any law proceedings 
to have recourse to any very ancient records ; 
and that when they are made use of* they often 
do more harm than good : it being necessary 
for every nation to have private property de- 
termined and ascertained by a continued pos- 
session for a moderate term of years. And as 
to the Set Forms of the law, it was alledged, 
That we had already too many of them, and 
that they were of opinion that nothing so much 
perplexed and retarded the proceedings of the 
courts of justice, as a too nice observance of 
the established forms : That such forms are ge- 
nerally brought, for the sake of new fees, to 
such a bulk by the lawyers of ail countries, 
that every country have found it necessary 
from time to time to curtail and abridge them ; 
That justice was generally the most speedily, 
and the most impartially, distributed in those 
places where the fewest forms were observed : 
That therefore they thought the destruction of 
our law forms was a good argument for the Bill, 
instead of being one against it; because it 
would take up a considerable time, before the 
lawyers could again perplex the course of jus- 
tice, with a number of useless forms and cere- 
monies. 

The Bill was afterwards passed and ordered 
up to the Lords. 

The Commons consider of the Petitions of the 
Merchants relating to the Spanish Depreda* 
Hons.] March 5. The House, in a grand com- 
mittee, considered of the Petitions of the Mer- 
chants of Bristol and Liverpool, relating to the 
depredations of the Spaniards : and after hear- 
ing counsel for tbe petitioners, and examining 
several captains and owners of ships, who gave 
an account of a very great number of British 
ships," taken or plundered by the Spaniards, 
without any just pretence of their having been 
carrying on any contraband trade with any of 
the Spanish dominions, came to the following 
Resolutions, viz. 1. " That the Petitioners 
had fully proved and made good the allegations 
of their Petition. 2. That an humble Address 
be presented to his Majesty, that he would be 
graciously pleased \o continue his endeavours 
to prevent the Depredations of the Spaniards 
for the future ; to procure full satisfaction for 
the damages then sustained ; and to secure to 
the British subjectsthe full and uninterrupted ex- 
ercise of their trade and navigation to and from 
the-British Colonies in America/' These Reso- 
lutions being reported were agreed to by the 
House, % 

Then a motion was made for' the following 
Amendment to tbe above Address, viz. * And 
' to procure a full, prompt and speedy satisfac- 
'tion;' on which there was a long debate. 
Those who were for the motion insisted, That 
it was the business of parliament to protect, 
or take care that the suojects should be pro- 
tected from all injuries and wrongs both at 
honae and abroad ; and that the case before 
them was aa injury of so high a nature, that it 
required not only a full, but a prompt and 
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speedy, redress. The Courtiers hereupon en* 
deavoured to shew, That the adding those 
words would look as if the House had a diffi- 
dence in his Majesty's conduct and concern for/ 
the good of his subjects. At last the question 
i being put, it was carried against adding those 
words, by 207 against 135. 

March 22. Upon the Report, of the Com- 
mittee, to whom the Petition of tbe Merchants 
(trading to, and interested in, his Majesty's 
' Sugar Colonies in America had been referred, 
a Bill was ordered to be brought in for better 
securing and encouraging the trade of those 
Colonies. 

March 2o\ The said Bill was presented to 
the House and committed. 
> April 14. The said Bill was read the third 
time and passed, but was afterwards dropt in 
the Lords. , 

Motion in the Commons for an Address to the 
King to discharge the 12,000 Hessian Forces.] 
April 3Q. A motion was made, and the ques- 
tion put, " That an bumble Address be presented 
to desire his Majesty, that he will be graciously ' 
pleased for the ease of his subjects of this king- 
dom, to give orders for discharging tbe 12,000. 
men of the troops of the landgrave of Hesse* 
Cassel, then in the pay of his Majesty as king, 
of Great Britain :" But after some debate, it 
passed in the negative. 

Debate in the Lords on a Motion for an Ad* 
dress to the King to discharge the 13,090 
Hessian Forces.] May 1. A motion was made 
by lord Bathurst, " That an Address be pre- 
sented to hfis Majesty, humbly to desire that he 
would be graciously pleased, for the ease of his - 
subjects, to give directions for. discharging the 
Hessian Troops now in the pay of Great Bri- 
tain. 9 His lordship was supported by lord 
Carteret, tbe earls of Strafford and Winchelsea, 
lord Gower, and lord Willoughby de Broke, 
who spoke for the question, and argned the ne- 
cessity of discharging the said Troops, espe- 
cially now that a peace is made with the erope* 
ror; and that there is so good a prospect of the 
other powers acceding thereto. But the dukes 
of Newcastje and Argyle, the earls of Hay and 
Scarborough, and the lord King alledged, 
' That it was not reasonable to discharge the 
said Troops, before the ratification was arrived 
from Vienna, and the principal powers had ac- 
ceded thereto ; besides that bis Majesty ought 
to have the merit of discharging the said Troops 
himself, who, it was not to be doubted, would 
take the first opportunity of so doing, whether 
he was addressed or not : That what was chiefly 
contended for, was perhaps not above a month's 
pay for the said Troops, since it was likely that 
in that time they might, be discharged by his 
Majesty; and that the keeping up of these 
Troops had induced the emperor to agree to a 
peace/ 

At last, the question being put, on a division, 
it passed in the negative, by 73 against 29. 

Debate in the Lords in the English Language 
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Ldv> Bill.] May 3. The Lords, in a Committer 
oil the English Law-bill, went through the same 
after debate. Those who were against it, al- 
ledged, " That great difficulties would arise in 
translating the law out of Latin into English ; 
and instead of being an ease to the people, it 
might, perhaps, be the occasion of great $ isputes, 
and multiply law suits, in regard to the inter- 
pretation of English words and 

Lord Raymond saying, That if the bill passed 
the law most likewise be translated. into Welch, 
since many in Wales understood not English. 

The Duke of Argyle replyed, That the mean- 
ing of the law had been long understood by the 
interpreters thereof, the Judges, and would sure- 
ly be sp when translated: That our prayers 
were in our native tongue that they might be in- 
telligible, and why should not the laws, wherein 
our lives and properties are concerned, be so, 
for the same reason ? His grace added, * That 
he was glad to see that the said lord, perhaps 
as wise and learned as any that ever sat in that 
House, had nothing more to offer against the 
bill than a joke/ 

Other Lords instanced, That in the reign 
of king Edward 5, an act of parliament passed 
' For having the laws in English, and not in 
French, as they then were, for the ease of the 
people.* 

After this a debate arose about the law-pro- 
eeedings being wrote in a plain legible hand, and 
■ not in any court-hand ; wherein 

The Earl of Hay said, ' That m Scotland 
they bad come to that pass, that writs, which 
were to fee executed by sheriffs, were wrote 
in characters so hard to be read, that the, 
sheriffs knew nothing- of the contents;* his 
lordship therefore moved for an amendment to 
the Bill, viz. " That the proceedings in tfce ex- 
Chequer of Scotland, be also wrote in a plain 
legible hand," which was agreed to;* as like- 
wise that the Records be wrote in the same 
hand as Acts of Parliament are engrossed. 
The next day the Lords passed the said 
Bill. 

Petitions against the Charitable Corpora^ 
Hon.] The abuse of the Charitable Corpora- 
tion was a public nuisance, which was enquired 
i into. During this session, several petitions 
i were brought up against it ; one particularly, 
i from the City of Londoa, complaining,'* That the 
| Corporation, called the Charitable Corporation, 
I for the relief of the industrious poor, by assisting 
i them with small sums of money at legal Interests, 
I do lend large sums on goods bought on credit 
( by ill-designing persons, and do exact and take 
I exorbitant and unreasonable rates, and sell the 
I goods pledged, if not redeemed in the time sti- 
I pulated,. at such tow rates, as no fair trader can 
\ afford them ; and several other acts, contrary 
I to the true intent of their charter, repugnant to 
the public good, and prejudicial to the fair tra- 
I der.* 

The Petition was presented at the bar by the 
. sheriffs of London ; and being referred to a 
" Committee of the whole House; it was followed 



by another from the Merchants and other tra- 
ders in the city of London, complaining, " That 
although the laws, for lessening the interest of 
money, are the support of trade, and of common 
benefit to mankind, yet divers persons have 
contrived various ways to evade their force; 
and others, as a corporation; have also carried 
on the same pernicious practices to a greater 
degree, by misusing and abusing a charter, 
granted by the late queen, for relief of the poor, 
by assisting them with small sums on- pledges, at 
legal interest, and acting contrary to the true 
intent of that grant, under colour whereof, they 
lend very great sums to ill-minded and necessi- 
tous persons on pawns, for which, under pre* 
tence of warehouse- room, insurance, and such* 
like evasions, they take such exorbitant rates, 
as no fair trade can afford, to the destruction 
of trade and credit, the oppression of the poor, 
and the encouraging ill-designing persons to 
take up goods on credit, pawn the same for 
ready money, and then withdraw from their 
creditors: and praying, that, the law may be 
made more effectual against usury and exac- 
tion." This Petition was referred to the same 
committee as the last was, as was another Peti- 
tion, of the same nature, from the silk and 
worsted manufacturers in Spitalfields. 

On the other band, the Directors and others, 
concerned in the Corporation, procured ft 
Petition, said to be signed by divers merchants, 
traders, and others, in London, and the suburbs 
thereof, in favour of the Corporation ; and the 
Corporation itself petitioned to be heard by- 
counsel, against the Petitions from the city of 
London, which was granted. 

Though the Petitions against the Corporation 
were founded upon the general principles of 
trade, yet there was great Suspicion at the same 
time, of the most flagrant abuses having been 
introduced into the management of the capital 
of the proprietors, by the indolence or conni- 
vance of the directors, and the iniquity of their 
servants. This suspicion wad strengthened, 
when several servants belonging to the Corpo- 
ration endeavoured to abscond from being ex- 
amined before the committee, to whom the 
above petitions, and several others, against the 
Corporation, were referred. All the effect* 
however, that the Petitions . against the Corpo- 
ration, produced during this session, was, a 
Resolution reported from the Committee by Mr. 
Conduit, the chairman, and unanimously 
agreed, to by the House, " That the Corporation 
had taken for large sums they had lent, ten per 
cent, under colour and pretence of reasonable 
costs and charges, and that the Corporation 
ought therefore to he regulated and restrained." 
And a Bill was accordingly ordered in, for regu- 
lating the Lending Money upon pledges, and 
for preventing usury and extortion* 

The King's Speech at t\e Close of the Ses- 
sion.] May 7. The King came to the House of 
Peers, and the Commons being come thither, 
his Majesty made the following. Speech to both. 
Houses: 
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" My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It is a great pleasure to me, that, at the close 
of this session of parliament, I am able to ac- 
quaint you, that the hopes I had conceived and 
given you, of seeing very suddenly a happy 
period put to the troubles and disorders which 
had been sd long apprehended, are now, by the 
Treaty signed at Vienna, answered and accom- 
plished. 

" A project of a Convention betwixt the 
Emperor and the Maritime powers, for accom- 
modating the differences and disputes that were 
subsisting, having been formed, the Treaty is 
concluded and signed by me and the Emperor; 
and is now under the consideration of the States 
General, the forms of that government not ad- 
mitting a previous concert in a negociation of 
this nature ; and, as this Treaty principally 
regards the execution of the Treaty of Seville, 
it is. likewise communicated to the courts of 
France and Spain, as parties to the treaty of 
Seville : and I have just received advice, that 
the ratifications between me and the Emperor 
are exchanged. 

" The Conditions and Engagements, which I 
have entered into upon this occasion, .are agree- 
able to that necessary concern, which this na- 
tion must always have for the security and pre- 
servation of the balance of power in Europe : 
and as the uncertain and violent state of affairs, 
to which Europe was reduced, and the mischiefs 
of an immediate general war, which began to 
be thought unavoidable, are now removed; 
this happy turn duly improved, with a just regard 
to our former Alliances which it sjiall be my 
care to preserve, gives us a favorable prospect 
of seeing the public tranquillity re-established. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
- u I return you my thanks for the effectual 
'Supplies, which you have granted me for the 
service of the present year, and for the proper 
disposition you have made of the Public Funds, 
towards lessening and discharging the National 
Debt : The remarkable dispatch and unani- 
mity which you have shewn, at this critical con- 
juncture, has 'added very much to the credit 
aind weight of your proceedings ; and you shall 
find as great a readiness on my part to ease the 
burthens of ray people, as soon as the circum- 
stances . and situation of affairs will admit of 
it, as you have shewn to raise the Supplies ne- 
cessary for the service of the public. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I hope at your return into the country, 
you will find all attempts to raise a spirit of dis- 
content among my people, by unjust clamours 
and misrepresentations, vain and ineffectual. 
All malicious insinuations to^the prejudice of 
my measures must surely vanish, Mhen it shall 
appear that my first and principal care has been 
for tKe interest and honour of this kingdom. 
Let it be your endeavour to remove all ground- 
less jealousies and apprehensions, that the sa- 
tisfaction of this nation may be as general, as 
it is my earnest desire that their happiness 
may be ; let all mj people, let all Orders of 
jtoeri enjoy, quietly and unenvied, the rights, 



privileges, jmkI indulgences, which by law tbey 
are entitled* to ; let no innovations disturb any 
part of my subjects in the possession of their 
legal property : let all that are zealous in the 
support of me and my government partake in 
common the benefits of the present happy es- 
tablishment*; and let your good will to one 
another be as extensive as my protection, which 
all my good and faithful subjects have an equal 
right to, and may equally depend upon." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
Parliament to the 27th of July.* It was af- 
terwards farther prorogued to the 13th of 
January. 



11FTH SESSION 

OF THE 

SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
op 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The King's Speech on Opening the Session.] 
January 13, 1732. The Parliament being met 
in pursuance of their last prorogation, his Ma- 

* " The state of the nation during the re- 
mainder of the year 1731 was far from being 
tranquil : the violence of party pamphlets 
continued to such a degree, that even the -most 
sacred repositories of friendship were broken 
up , and exposed- to eyery vulgar eye. This 
served only to exasperate matters, and to ren- 
der party controversies uierely personal. It 
was generally supposed to be somewhat of that 
kind, which prevailed upon his Majesty ia 
council to strike the name of Mr. William 
Pulteney out of the list of the privy counsel- 
lors, and his Majesty farther ordered, That the 
said William pulteney be put out of all com- 
missions of the peace ; and that the several 
lords lieutenants who have given. him commis- 
sions, do revoke the same ; and the Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and his Majesty's 
principal secretaries of state, were directed to 
give the necessary orders therein." x Tindal. 

" July 12, was to have c»me on the trial of 
Mr. Franklin, tlie bookseller, for printing the 
Craftsman of the 22nd of January last. A 
vast crowd of spectators of all ranks and con- 
ditions were gathered about the court to hear 
the said trial, and the court was crowded with 
noblemen arid gentlemen, particularly my lord 
Winchelsea, my lord Batliurst, Mr. Pulteney, 
sir Wdliam Wyi'dham, sir William Young, &c. 
but when the Jury came to be called, there 
were but 1 1 of the 24 appeared ; whereupon 
some debates ensued about adding one to the 
jury, or calling; a new jury ; at last the trial was 
put <»ff till next term, ft was remarkable that 
Mr. Pulteney, who is presumed to be one of the 
patrons of that weekly paper, was loudly 
t>iizza'd by the populace as he went out of 
Westminster-ball. Which shews Che fondness 
of the people of Englaud for the liberty of the> 
press." Political State* 
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following Speech to. both 



jesty naade the 
Houses: 

i My Losds and Gentlemen ; * 
. « Jt is " a great pleasure to me, that I am 
able, to acquaint you, that the expectations 
which I have from time to time given you, of 
teeing the general tranquillity of Europe restored 
ana established, are now fully answered. 

" The share of credit and influence, which 
the crown of Great Britain has had in bringing 
about this difficult and desirable work, and 
which redounds so much to the honour and in- 
terest of this nation ; as it is uuiversally con- 
fessed abroad, will, I am confident, be agreea- 
ble to my people, and acknowledged with gra- 
titude by you. 

" It is well known, that from the time of con- 
cluding the v Quadruple Alliance, the several 
courts of Europe have been employed in finding 
means to execute what the principal powers 
had agreed to, for the Succession of Tuscany 
aud Parma, in favour of an infant of Spain; 
but the Various jarring and contending interests, 
hard to be reconciled and united in effectuating 
a point of so much importance ; the extended 
views and hopes of obtaining on every side far- 
ther advantages; and the natural jealousies and 
distrusts arising among the several powers con- 
cerned, from such opposite principles and pur- 
poses, had kept in suspence aud unexecuted, 
what the court of Spain had very much at heart; 
and occasioned such troubles and disturbances, 
us embarrassed the affairs of Europe for many 
years, and particularly affected the interests of 
this nation. 

" You have from time to time been informed 
of the different measures and negotiations, that 
have on all sides been carrying on during this 
iong unsettled state of affairs ; and you have 
enabled me (o persevere in maintaining the 
rights and possessions of this kingdom, and in 
preserving the peace and balance of Europe. 

" The Preliminary Articles and the subse- 
quent transactions thereupon not answering 
the expectations of the court of Spain, and 
creating a coolness and dissatisfaction among 
the contracting parties of the first Treaty of 
Vienna, laid the foundation of the Treaty of 
Seville, and thereby dissolved tljat union, which 
had raised so many apprehensions, and so long 
alarmed the world. , 

u The execution of the Treaty of Seville was 
the great difficulty that still remained ; and 
this, unsurmountable as it was thought, I have 
by your support, and by the confidence you re- 
posed in me, been able to overcome by just and 
Honourable Treaties, writhout coming to extre- 
mities, and without the hazard and expence of 
a general rupture, or kindling a war in any part 
of Europe. 

v " Parma and Placentia are now in the actual 
possession of the Infant Don Carlos; the 6,000 
Spaniards are quietly admitted and quartered 
in the Dutchy.of Tuscany, to secure, by the 
express consent and agreement of the great 
dukf j the reversion • of his dominions ; and a 
Family Convention is made between the courts 
Vol. VUL 



of Spain and Tuscany, for preserving peace and . 
friendship between those two Houses, during 
the life of the Great Duke. 

" For perfecting and finishing this tedious 
work, conducted through a series of infinite 
changes and vicissitudes, and incumbered with 
all the different view9 of interest and ambition, 
I concluded the late Treaty of Vienna ; where- 
in I have entered intoiio Engagements contrary 
to former Treaties, or tending either to aggran- 
dize or reduce the power or weight of any po- 
tentate, calculated purely for preserving a due 
balance, and to avoid such confusion, as jnew 
changes and convulsions upon future events 
would unavoidably create, and wherein Great- 
Britain could never. stand by, and be an idle 
spectator. 

4< When this shall be duly considered, and it 
shall be seen tha.t the wounds which have beeji 
long bleeding are intirely healed, groundless 
jealousies will cease, ill humours will subside, 
and peace and good harmony return together ; 
all diffidence and distrust, the natural effect of 
repeated delays, artfully instilled and indus- 
triously improved and aggravated, will be re- 
moved-; and mutual satisfaction be the conse- 
quence of the punctual and effectual perform- 
ance of all engagements on our side, which will 
ever be remembered with great regard and 
honour to tl>is crown and nation, and leave an 
indispen bible obligation upon those that are im- 
mediately concerned, to make such returns as 
honour and justice call for and demand. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

" The Estimates for the service of the current 
year shall be prepared and laid before you, 
which you will observe to be considerably less 
than those of former years : It is a pleasure to 
me to give ease to my subjects, whenever the % 
welfare of the public will admit of it. You % 
have seen the happy, effects of your former zeal 
and resolution ; success has attended my mea- 
sures, and you reap the fruit of my endeavours 
and of your confidence in me ; and it must be 
a satisfaction to you to reflect, that all the ex- 
pences, which you have lately macie, are amply 
recompensed by preventing and avoiding far 
greater. - 
" My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

" This happy situation of affairs, I promise 
,myself, will inspire you all with such temper 
and unanimity, and such a seasonable zeal for 
the public good, as becomes a parliament sen- 
sible of the great blessings they enjoy ! The 
duty and affections of nay subjects are all the re- 
turn I desire for my paternal love and concern 
for them. My government has no security, 
but what is equally conducive to your happiness _ 
and to the protection pf roy people ; and your 
prosperity has no foundation, but in the de- 
fence and support of my government: our 
safety is mutual, our interests are inseparable. i>m 

* " It is very plain, from the whole tenor of 
this Speech, which is unusually long, that his 
Majesty and his ministers imagined the success 
and wisdom of their conduct must have stopped 

3K 
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The Lords' Address of Thanks.'] His, Ma- 
jesty being withdrawn, the earl of Marchmont 
' moved the following Address of Thanks, which 
Was agreed to and presented the next day : 
Most ^racibus Sovereign, 
u We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
Subjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
parliament assembled, come with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude to return the humble Thanks 
of this House for your Mnjesty's -most gra- 
cious Speech from the throne. 

" We should appear insensible of our own 
happiness, and disregard fa I of the honour of 
this nation, if we did not beg leave to con- 
gratulate your Majesty, on your having made 
the crown of Great Britain so treat and signal 
an instrument of restoring and securing the ge- 
neral tranquillity of Europe, and that in a raan- 
Tier^the most advantageous and most honour- 
able to this kingdom : Such is the success we 
may justly expect will ever at i end the measures 
, of your Majesty, pursuing steadily the true 
interest of your people, and assisted with the 
advice and support of a British parliament. 

" Your Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to recapitulate the several treaties and nego- 
ciations framed and carried on, during many 
years pas', for the adjusting the different in- 
terests and interfering views of the great pow- 
ders of Europe, which, though calculated with 
the greatest wisdom aud justice for sO desirable 
-an end, have, through a long scene of violent 
contentions, met with those unavoidable delays, 
which your Majesty, in tenderftess to your sub- 
jects, and out of an anxiety for their happiness, 
has so often been pleased to regret from the 
throne. We have now the great satisfaction 
to observe, that those very difficulties and dis- 
tractions, those jarring and contending interests, 
> opposite to the public good, and to each other, 
have, by your Majesty's wisely improving each 
critical conjuncture, by reconciling mutual pre- 
tensions and claims, or by defeating and dis- 
uniting dangerous leagues and conjunctions, 
and above all, by an uninterrupted persever- 
ance in maintaining the rights and possessions 
of this kingdom, been each made subservient 
and contributing in various ways, to the great 
work of peace, which your Majesty has so long 
laboured to procure for us,, and has now hap- 
pily accomplished. 

. M The difficulties that attended the execution 

the mouth of all opposition,, and have satisfied 
the nation. It is certain, that the anti-minis- 
terial party, during the recess of parliament, 
had repeatedly affirmed, both in their conversa- 
tion and writings, that don Carlos never could 
be quietly settled, that the nation was upon 
the eve of a war .with France, and that the ne- 
gotiations with. the emperor must prove abor- 
tive, or detrimental to Great Britain. They 
were mistaken in all those conjectures, but 
their opposition continued as strong as ever; 
though they had, since the last session, received 
a great blow by the death of Mr. Daniel Pul- 
Jtoney." Tindal. 



of the Treaty 'pf Seville, without coming to an 
open rupture, and trusting to the uncertain 
event of war, so much the grounds of just con- 
cern and apprehensions in some, and of secret 
hopes, or even boasts of others, have been N en- 
tirely removed, with the express consent of 
those princes, who alone claimed a right to op- 
pose it, and who have themselves become, par- 
ties in the making it effectual ; and such have 
been the happy consequences of yoar Ma- 
jesty's measures, that the most successful war, 
in which ,as experience teaches us the pros- 
perous do not always reap the advantage, 
could, at the expenceof the blood and treasure 
of this nation, have produced only that quiet 
and just balance of power, which your Majesty, 
by negotiations, and just and honourable 
jtreaties, has established. 

Your Majesty has not only given imme- 
diate peace to your kingdoms, and extinguished 
those flames that must very soon have embroil- 
ed all Europe, but in the finishing this glorious 
design has carried yet farther your great views 
for the public tranquillity, by framing and con- 
cluding the late treaty of Vienna ; whereby the 
dangers which too evidently appeared likely to 
arise, or new differences and confusions upon 
future events, are, as far as human prudence 
can operate, obviated* and prevented, without 
entering into any engagements contrary to 
former treaties, or having a tendency to raise 
or depress any power abroad: And it is from 
t his happy situation of affairs, we may reasonably 
hope, that by our duly supporting and defend- 
ing your Majesty's government at home, Great 
Britain, instead of being necessarily involved 
in new troubles and convulsions, may with 
safety, ease, and honour, share with our allies 
the happy benefits of a general peace. 

" The whole series of your Majesty's actions 
had already proclaimed the gracious declara- 
tion, which your Majesty in your great good- 
ness has been pleased to make from the throne, 
That the safety of the cro*n and of the people 
is mutual, and that their interests are inse- 
parable. This lays us under the highest ob- 
ligations to assure your Majesty, that we will 
proceed in discharging the trust reposed in us, 
with such temper and unanimous zeal for the 
public good, as becomes a House of Parliament, 
truly faithful and affectionate to the prince that 
reigns over them, fully sensible that our rights 
and liberties depend ou the strength and se- 
curity of your Majesty's government, and en- 
deavouring to merit, in some measure, the 
olessings we enjoy." 

The King's Answer.] To this Address his 
Majesty gave the following Answer : 

" My Lords ; 
" I thank you for this affectionate and loyal 
Address. As the interests of my people, and 
the securing the peace and balance of power 
in Europe, has been my chief care and con- 
cern, the satisfaction you shew in the success 
of my endeavours cannot but be extremely ao; 
ceptable to me. 
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" You may depend lipon nfy favour and pro- 
tection; and I am persuaded I iriay always, rely 
upon your duty and support." 

Debate in the Commons on the Address qf 
Thanks.] The Commons being returned to 
their House, Mr. Speaker reported his Ma- 
jesty's §peech, and thereupon, 

The Lord Tyrconnel * rose up, and after hav- 
ing enumerated the many difficulties this na- 
tion was brought under by the intrigues of our 
enemies abroad, and the many dangers and * 
expeuces we should have been inevitably in- 
volved in, if the war with which Enrobe 1 was 
threatened, had not been prevented by his Ma- 
jesty's great foresight and wise measures ; by 
the good success of which the tranquillity of 
Europe was settled and established upon a firm 
and lasting foundation; his lordship moved, 
** That an humble Address be presented to his 
Majesty, to return his Majesty the Thanks of 
this House for bis most gracious Speech from 
the throne ; to declare our highest satisfaction 
in seeing the general tranquillity of Europe re- 
stored and established by his Majesty's credit 
and influence, with so much glory to the crown 
of Oreat Britain, and honour to this nation; 
to acknowledge with gratitude his Majesty's 
unwearied endeavours for the happiness of his 
people, and his goodness in pursuing with 
steadiness and constancy such measures, as best 
conduced to t{ie preserving the rights and pos- 
sessions of these kingdoms; to express our just 
sense of- his Majesty's- great wisdom , in being 
«ble to surmount the various difficulties that so 
long embarassed the affairs of Europe, and par- 
ticularly affected the interests of Great Britain; 
and by pacific measures and negotiations to 
bring to a happy conclusion the disputes, that 
for many years had been subsisting and de- 
pending; and by just ai»d honourable treaties 
to settle and re-establish the public tranquillity, 
without the hazard and- expence of a general 
rupture, or kindling a war in any part of Eu- 
rope; to assure his Majesty that this House,, 
sensible of the happy effects of the confidence 
so justly reposed in his Majesty, and the bless- 
ings we enjoy under his government, will with 
cheerfulness grant the Supplies necessary for 
the service of the current year, for the defence 
and support of his Majesty's government, and 
for the security and protection of his people." 
His lordship was seconded by 

Mr. Clutterbuck* who explained the several 
jarring interests of Europe, wliich had all been 
happily reconciled by his Majesty's wiidom and 
good conduct ; and added, That as our secu- 
rity depends upon the preservation of the ba- 
lance of power in Europe, we could not in 
common prudence have sat unconcerned, and 
seen any one of the powers of Europe swal- 
lowed up by another : that if any war had 
broke out, we must necessarily have been con- 

* The Historical Register says, by mistake, 
the lord Harvey. But seethe Journals. 

* Made one of the Lords of the Admiralty 
at the end q\ this Session, 
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cerned, and every man was sensible of the 
fatal- effects such a war might have been at- 
tended with: that we were now free from all 
such apprehensions and as, the present hap- 
piness and tranquillity not only ^of this -nation, 
but of Europe in general, was owing to the 
prudent and pacific measures pursued by bis 
Majesty, he could not but approve of the 
terms of addressing proposed, and therefore,he 
seconded the motion. 

Sir Wilfrid Lazcson stood up, and spoke as 
follows: \ -• 

Mr. Speaker; 
I shall join with all my heart in an Address 
of Thanks to his Majesty, for his most gracious 
Speech from the throne ; but I cannot agree 
with descending so far into - particulars, as are 
contained in the motion made by the noble 
lord who spoke first, and seconded by the ho- 
nourable gentleman who spoke last. The 
Treaties, upon which it is pretended, that the 
tranquillity of Europe and the happiness of this 
nation are so firmly and lastingly established, 
are not now before the House ; and therefore, , 
from my own knowledge, I can say nothing 
about them, nor can I form a judgment Of the 
honour or advantage which will from thence 
accrue to this kingdom: hut if I judge from 
what I hear or see abroad m the world, I must 
be of opinion, that notwithstanding the ^reac 
things we have done for the crown of Spain, 
"and the favours we have procured for the royal 
family of that kingdom, we have as yet received 
very little satisfaction for the injuries done by 
them to this nation. I have seen published, 
in our News-papers, an Order of Instructions 
from his Catholic Majesty to the governors of 
his ports in the Indies, relating to tjie Depre- 
dations committed by the Spaniards upon our 
Merchants trading to those seas, but I cannot 
look upon this Order as any satisfaction for 
•the depredations already committed;, neither 
can I look upon it as a sufficient check againsc 
the committing of any in time to come: There 
are so many conditions in this order, so many 
Ifs and Ands, that it affords a large scope to 
the Spaniards in that part of the world, to go 
on in the taking or plundering of our mer- 
chants ships, under the pretence of their being 
concerned in some illicit commerce, or of their 
bein* found navigating in those latitudes, where 
the Spaniards may say they ought not to na- 
vigate. These Orders are so general, that the 
enptains of the Spanish Guarda-Costa's and 
the .governors, who are generally partners with 
the captains, may put any construction they 
please upon them; and we may expect, that 
the construction to be put upon them will be 
most unfavourable foj* the subjects of this na- 
tion. I shall not, Sir, at present make any ' 
motion, but as a member of this House, I 
thought it incumbent upon me to declare ,iuy 
sentiments in an affair, in which the honour of 
this House and the interest of the nation are so 
much concerned. 
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Mr. Shippen spoke next, as follows? 

Mr. Speaker ; ^ 
I rise, not only to offer my sentiments against 
the terms of the Address proposed, but like- 
wise to make amotion. It has, Sir, upon such 
an occasion, been the ancient custom of this 
House, to preseut an Address of Thanks to his 
Majesty, for his most gracious Speech from the 
throne, but such addresses were in former days 
always in general terms; there were in them 
rto flattering paragraphs, no long compliments 
made te the throne, tor transactions and suc- 
cesses which had never been laid before the 
House, and of which, by a necessary conse- 
quence, the House must have been supposed 
to have been entirely ignorant : It is true, Sir, 
we have of late years fallen into a custom of 
complimenting the Throne upon every such oc- 
casion with long addresses, and this custom 
has been followed so long, that I am afraid k 
may at last become a Vote of course, to vote 
an Address to bis Majesty, in such terms as 
shall be concerted by those very men, whose 
measures are approved of by the compliment 
made to^ the throne. I confess, Sir, that I am' 
so little of a courtier, that I cannot return 
Thanks for what I know nothing of ; nor can I 
applaud before I .know a reason for such ap- 
plause. I am not at all against an Address of 
Thanks in the ancient usual style ; but though 
I should happen to be single and alone in ray 
opposition, which I hope I shall not, yet I am 
resolved to oppose addressing in the terms 
moved for, jf it were for no other reason but 
this, that such amotion may not stand upon 
the Journals of this House, as agreed to nem. 
eon. for if not taken notice of in time, such 
humble addresses to the throne may at last 
come to pass as a matter .of course ; and be as 
little regarded or opposed, as some affairs now 
are, which- at first stood a long contest before 
they could be introduced. 

Sir, It is no new thing in me to oppose such 
Addresses : I have always opposed them; and 
, though I do not thereby appear to be a good 
courtier, yet it shews that I have some respect 
for the honour arid dignify of this House ; be- 
sides, Sir, when such Addresses have been pro- 
pose^ it has been promised, and we have been 
assured, that no advantage should afterwards be 
taken, of any words contained in the compli- 
menting part of such Address; but every mem- 
ber in this House knows, that, when the House 
had an opportunity of examining things more 
particularly, and debates ensued thereupon, 
they have then been told that they could not 
censure any of the past transactions, because 
they had approved of them all by their Address 
of Thanks to his Majesty for his most gracious 
Speech from the Throne. 4. hope, Sir/for the 
sake.of my country, that all things are well, 
that our affairs both abroad and at home are 
in that prosperous condition, in which they 
.have been represented to us; but as we cannot 
as yet judge from the effects, and as the Trea- 
ties, from which this great prosperity and las! 
iag. tranquillity is to arise, have not yet been 



laid before us ; I cannot but look upon it as 
an anticipation of the Resolutions of this 
House to thank his Majesty for those treaties 
which we have not as yet had any opportunity 
either to peruse or consider ; and therefore I 
move, " That the first part only of the Motion 
already made should stand, and that all the 
other complimenting paragraphs should be left 
out." 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke as follows s 

Mr. Speaker, 
I am very willing that an Address of Thanks 
be presented to his Majesty, for his most gra- ' 
cious Speech from the throne ; but I cannot 
agree to an Addres3 in the terms proposed by 
the noble lord who made the motion, because 
they seem to imply an approbation of all that 
has been transacted of negociated by bis Ma- 
jesty's ministers ; I am the more obliged upon 
this occasion to declare my opinion, because of 
the motion's having been made by that noble 
member, lest some of my iriends should be 
thereby misled, and made to believe that I am 
for the motion in its full extent. We ought to 
thank his Majesty for his most gracious Speech, 
"but I cannot see any reason we have to thank 
him for our Liberties and Properties : they are 
secured to us by our constitution ; and as sub- 
jects of Great Britain we have a natural right 
to them, ana bis Majesty is far from having the 
least thought of making any incroachments 
upon them : But as for the Treaties and Nego- 
tiations abroad, and the honours and advantages 
we have by them acquired, I do not think that 
we^can take notice of them, for till they be 
laid before the House, we must be presumed to 
be ignorant of them. For my own part I shall 
be glad to know that we are now at last got 
into a right way ; but supposing that all is now 
right with us, I am certain there was a time 
some years ago, when we might have 1 been as 
right as we are now, and upon the same con- 
ditions. If we had embraced that opportunity, 
a great deal of money would have been saved 
to the nation ; but in those days, the guaranty 
of the Pragmatic Sanction was looked on as in- 
consistent with the interest and happiness of 
this nation, and was represented as such even 
by those who have now^ agreed to it ; what 
were their reasons for* representing it in such a 
hideous shape at that time, and for placing it 
.npw in so amiable a view, P cannot compre- 
hend.: For my own part, Sir, I do not see any 
necessity we were under of agreeing to it, even 
.at this present time; for by our agreeing te 
that Guaranty, we lay ourselves under an obli- 
gation of assisting the Austrian Family, when- 
ever they shall be attacked by any potentate 
whatever, except the Grand Sigaior ; . tljey 
may happen to be attacked, when it will be 
much against the interest of this nation to en- 
gage itself in a war upon any foreign account ; 
and.if they should acquire many more territo- 
ries, it may be for the interest of the nation 
even to join in the attack, in order to preserve 
the Balance of Euro De, the establishing of which 
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hasalready cost us such immense sums of jno- 
nty ; thus we may be obliged, either to engage 
in a war contrary to the' interest and well-being 
of our country, or otherwise be guilty of a 
breach of faith, to the eternal dishonour of the 
nation: These, Sir, are the circumstances 
which this nation may be brought into by en- 
tering into this GuaraqtJ so early ; and these, 
Sir, are circumstances which every wise man 
ought, by all means, to avoid ; besides, Sir, I 
do not know but we may be accused of some 
sort of breach of faith, on account of our late 
Negotiations with the Emperor : The French 
may perhaps say, that by the Treaty of llano* 
ver we were obliged not to treat with any of 
the powers, against whom that Treaty seemed 
to be made, without the concurrence of our 
Allies ; and yet notwithstanding thereof we not 
only negotiated, but concluded a Treaty with 
the Emperor without communicating the same 
to them; what reason the French may hare for 
such an accusation I cannot at present properly 
speak to ; Prussia, it is' true, had before set us 
an example, and had drawn off from that Trea- 
ty long before we bad ; but France and Hol- 
land had adhered firmly to it to the very last. 

" Accordiog to the view I have of our late 
Negotiations, I cannot say, that either the ho^ 
nour or the interest of the nation has been 
much considered ; it is true, Don Carlos may 
be now established in the Succession to the 
Duchy of Tuscany, and in the possession of 
the Duchies of Parma and Placentia; the Spa- 
nish troops may be introduced into Italy and I 
wish their introduction do not prove to be the 
origin of new troubles ; bat in these things we 
have no particular interest. I cannot say that 
much regard has been had to the particular in- 
terest of this nation in our conduct at home, 
our debts have been increased, at least not di- 
minished; and at the same time luxury has 
been so much encouraged, that many have run 
out a great part of their fortunes, and are there- 
by obliged to depend upon the court ; insomuch 
that I must say, happy it is for the nation, that 
the King is so good and 30 just, as not to have 
any designs against our liberties : our Trade 
is decaying every day, and Public Credit is like 
- to be entirely distroyed by the many public 
frauds that are committed ; foncredit depends 
N upon that faith and confidence which one man 
puts in another, for the preservation of that 
which is committed to his care ; but by these 
Public Funds all mutual faith and confidence 
will be taken away ; no man will think his 
money safe but when it is locked up iu his own 
coffers ; he will not for the future trust the ma- 
nagement or keeping .thereof to any one mau, 
-or to any set of men. However, I hope, Sir, 
that all.our affairs abroad are now set to rights, 
and that our domestic Grievances are in a fair 
way of being redressed ; but if they are so, I 
must any, it is something like a pilot, who, 
though he has a clear, a safe, and a streight 
passage-forgoing into port, yet takes it in his 
head to carry the ship a ^reat way about, 
through sands^ rocks and shallow's, and thereby 
8 



loses a great many of the seamen/ distroys a 
gre^ deal of tbe tackle and rigging, and puts 
the owners to a vast expence; however, at last 
by chance oe hits the port, 1 and then triumph* 
in his good conduct." . 
Mr, Pulteney having done speaking, 
Mr. Danvers said, That when he returned 
to the country, he should be glad to have some- 
thing to tell his country neighbours that would 
please them ; the'y did not^understand Trea- 
ties, nor did they trouble their heads much 
about distant prospects of wealth and happiness, 
but he wished he could tell them, that part of 
our Debts were paid off, or that some of bur 
taxes were abolished) or the Standing Army dis- 
banded. . These were effects they would imme- 
diately feel, but he was afraid they would, be of 
opinion, that a peace attended with a continu- 
ance of all the Taxes, and a keeping on foot 
the standing-army, did not deserve any Thanks 
from tbe nation. 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next ; A 

Mr. Speaker, . 
I cannot agree to tbe terms for addressing 
his Majesty, proposed by the noble mejnber 
who spoke first, because though every thing may 
now be well settled upon a solid and lasting foun- 
dation, yet I cannot think that our conduct has 
in every respect been right; or that the interest 
of this nation hasbeeo, by his Majesty's minis- 
ters, principally and steadily pursued. At one 
time we were frightened out of our wits with ap- , 
prehension^ that the Pretender was to be put 
upon us, and that without any reason for all that I 
have yet seen or heard upon the subject. Then 
Don Carlos was made such a giant of, that he, 
that infant, was to swallow up and destroy alt 
the powers of Europe ; and at that time we 
sued to France for an alliance, aud besought 
their assistance, by which we put it in their 
power to commence a war Whenever ftey 
pleased ; and, if they had not been more taken 
up with whims and disputes about Religion,' 
, than any wise nation ought to be, they would 
certainly have involved us in a war in conjunc- 
tion with them ; and thereby would have made 
us assist them in recovering all that they had . 
lostty the last two wars, the takiag of which ' 
from them had cost us so much blood aad 
treasure. Some time after we shook off all 
fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was again 
diminished to an ordinary size, and then we 
began to bully France as *mucb as we had 
courted it before : such conduct cannot appear 
to me to be right, at least it does not appear 
to be steady and oniform v Upon the other- 
hand it must oe said ofthe Imperial Court, that 
they have acted with steadiness and prudence ; 
they have firmly adhered to the proper interest 
of their native country, and have steadily pur- 
sued the aim they had in view, through all the 
different shapes in which the affairs of Europe 
have been put within these few years ; and by 
this firmness and resolution they have at last 
brought us to their own terms ; and have ac- 
complished their designs, notwithstanding the 
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conjunction and alliance of so many formida- 
ble powers against them ; whereas we have 
been obliged, iusome manner, to comply with 
(he demands of almost every power we have 
treated with ; and if by such means we have at 
last got off upon any tolerable conditions, it 
roust be said, that we have been like a man in 
a room, who wants to get out, and though the 
door be open, and a clear way to it, yet he stalks 
round the room, breaks his shins over a stool, 
tumbles over a chair, and at last,- rumbling 
over every thing in his way, by chance finds the 
door and gets out, after abundance of needless 
trouble and unnecessary danger. . 

IVJr. Oglethorpe stood up, and spoke as fol- 
lows : 

Sir; 

I do not think, tbat the guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction is much to be taken notice 
of in the present case*; for there are many 
other things which at present relate more 
nearly to the honour and interest of this na- 
tion. I wish I could have heard tbat the late 
new Works at Dunkirk had been entirely razed 
and destroyed ; that we had received a full and 
complete satisfaction for the many Depreda- 
tions committed ^y the Spaniards; and I 
should be glad to see more care taken in arm- 
ing the country, and disciplining our Militia. I 
- think it was a scandal to the nation to appear 
so much frightened, as we lately appeared to 
be, at the marching of a few French troops 
down to those coasts of France whieb lie next 
to us. We have, it is true, a standing army of 
good regular forces; but I hope this nation 
will never be brought so low, as to have no- 
thing to trust to for their defence, but their 
standing army: our army bears but a small 
proportion to the whole body of the people; 
they can cover but a small part of our coast 
from an invasion, and therefore care should be 
taken to keep up military discipline and a 
warlike spirit among our Militia, through all 
parts of the kingdom ; fur whenever we are 
threatened with aa invasion, our safety and our 
barrier next to our fleet must depend upon 
them ; it must be to them chiefly that we must 
trust our defence against the landing of a 
foreign enemy; and if they come once to lose 
entirely the use of arms, or the knowledge of 
military discipline, an enemy that can, either 
by cunning or accident, escape our fleet, may 
laud with little danger ; and amy do a deal of 
mischief, before a sufficient number of our Te- 
gular forces can be brought together to oppose 
them. 

4 s t0 our Foreign Affairs, I roust say, 
Sir, that considering how much the Protestants 
in Germany have been oppressed by the pre- 
sent Imperial family, I could have wished with 
all my heart to have heard, that some care had 
been taken of them in the Treaty we have 
lately made with the Emperor ; but as the 
Dutch have not as yet acceded to the treaty, 
I hope some care may as yet be taken of those 
poor people : I look upon it as a general ba- 
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nefit, that the Putcb have not as yet acceded, 
because we may make an advantage of it by 
getting them to insist upon all such additions, 
explanations or amendments, as may bejudged 
necessary for the common good of Europe kft 
general, and of the Protestant Religion in par- ' 
ticular. In the mean time I am pleased to 
find, that we are not now so closely united 
with France as we formerly were ; for I have 
generally observed, that when two dogs are in- 
a leash together, the stronger generally runs 
away with the weaker ; and I am afraid this 
was something of the case between France 
and us. 

Mr. Henry Pelham spoke mext for the mo- 
tion, and endeavoured to shew, " That it was 
no way inconsistent with the honour or dignity 
of that House, to thank his Majesty in the 
most particular terms for every thing, which he 
had been* most graciously pleased to acquaint 
rhem with, in his Speech from the throne: 
that, in common decency, they were upon that 
occasion to look upon every thing to be as 
it had been represented to tbem by his Ma- 
jesty ; but that no compliments, as some of the 
honourable gentlemen who had spoke before 
were pleased to call them, that could be put 
into the Address, could be any way made use' 
of to prevent that House's inquiry afterwards 
into the measures that had been pursued, when 
the Treaties that had been entered into should 
he laid before them : on the contrary,- if upon 
such an inquiry it should be found, that any of 
the Negociations had been carried on, or any 
of the Treaties concluded, contrary to the ho^ 
noiir o^ interest of the nation, they were then 
to presilme, that his Majesty had been im- 
posed upon, and thereby induced to make such 
a Speech to them ; and by such an imposition, 
those who had advised the carrying on such ne- 
gotiation, or the concluding^ of such Treaties, 
would accumulate guilt upon themselves, and 
would heap coals of fire upon their own heads; 
for in such a case, that House was not only to 
punish such evil counsellors for measures so 
weak or so wicked ; but also to punish them 
for imposing upon his Majesty, and advising 
him to make such a Speech from the throne : 
that generally, upon the opening of a session 
of parliament, the eyes of all Europe were 
turned towards Great Britain ; and from their 
first Resolves, all the neighbouring powers 
were to judge of the unanimity which <*as to 
ensue between his Majesty and his parliament; 
that if they at: first appeared to be in the least 
diffident or jealous of his Majesty's conduct, it 
would weaken his influence upon the councils 
of foreign courts ; and thereby they might put 
it out of bis power to rectify a false step, if any 
had been made by his ministers, and this he 
was persuaded no man would incline to do, 
who was a friend either to his king or his coun- 
try, for the sake of any private pique he might 
have to any of his Majesty's ministers ; tbat 
lor these and many other reasons, he was for 
agreeing to the Address in the terms first 
moved for* 
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- ' He was supported by 1 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, who Spoke next* 

Mr. Speaker*; 
The honourable gentleman upon the floor 

1Mr. W. Pulteney] said, that he was afraid 
est the uoble lord, who first moved for an Ad- 
dress, might have spine weight with his friends. 
I do not know, Sir, but that it may be so ; I do 
not know but he may have weight with some of 
those, whom that gentleman now looks upon 
as bis friends; but lam persuaded, that no- 
thing that he has said, in opposition to the mo- 
tion made by the other, will tend to diminish 
that weight which he is afraid of. As to the 
House's agreeing to the motion for presenting 
an Address to his Majesty, and in the terms 
proposed by the noble lord who made the mo- 
tion, I need not, Sir, say any thing to it ; that 
affair has been *o fully explained, and the rea- 
sonableness of it so clearly demonstrated by 
the gentlemen who have spoke upon that side 
of the question, that I have nothing to add : 
but since the gentlemen, who have spoke on 
the other side, have entered into an examina- 
tion of the measures that have been pursued, I 
hope the House will pardon me if 1 depart a 
little from the subject of the present debate, 
in order to answer some of the objections that 
have been made to our late conduct. 

It has been said, Sir, that there was a time, 
some years ago, when the same thing might 
have been done that is now done, by which a 
great deal of money might have been saved to 
the nation. I wish, Sir, the gentleman, who 
said so, had told us what particular time he 
jneant: I know that the entering into the Gua- 
ranty of the Pragmatitk Sanction was proposed 
to us some years ago; but, Sir, 1 know that it 
was then proposed in such dogmatic and po- 
sitive terms, that' it was inconsistent with the' 
honour of his Majesty, and of this nation, to 
.give the least ear to a proposal, which was 
made rather m the terms of a peremptory de- 
mand, and without offering the least considera- 
tion to this nation, for % our agreeing to enter 
into such a Guaranty : Besides, Sir, there was 
at that time good reason to fear that Don 
Carlos was the person upon whom the Imperial 
court had fixed their eye, as a successor to his 
Imperial Majesty; and I am sure it was against 
the interest of this nation, to contribute to the 
establishing of a person in the full and sole 
possession of all the Austrian dominions, who 
was by the Quadruple Alliance to have such 
large dominions of his own in Italy, and had 
hy his birth so near a prospect to the crown of 
Spain, and at that time also a very near pros- 
pect to the crown of France. This Guaranty 
was again offered at the time when the Treaty 
of Seville was in agitation ; but then again it 
j/vas rejected, because it was well known, that 
the Proposal was made at lhat time only with 
m view to disturb the negotiations then carrying 
X>n, and which were so happily ended by the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Seville; so that at 
.that time no Treaty could be entered into by 
£10 with tfye ' imperial court, either about the 



;e II. 1732 on the Address. (87t 

Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction or any 
thing else, nor at any time till they came to 
be a little more reasonable in their ^proposals; 
and as soon as that rime came, we embraced 
the opportunity, and our negotiations had then 
all wished for success. 

Nor can it be said, Sir, that we have entered 
into that Guaranty too soon ; it was our own 
interest to enter into it as soon as possible, be- 
cause the preserving of the Imperial dominions 
entire is necessary for preserving the Balance of. 
Power in Europe: if we had delayed entering 
into that Guaranty till his Imperial Majesty's 
death, it would then have been too late; Eu- 
rope would have been in flames, and $he 
Austrian dominions divided before we could 
have done any thing. There may be civil 
broils in Germany upon the Emperor's death 
without male heirs, happen when it will, but 
surely the best way of preventing it, is to have 
the affair fully settled, and that settlement, 
strongly guarantyed before the accident hap- 
pens; those who pretend to any share will then 
be cautious, and will not be ready to enter into 
any violent measures: and I must say, Sir, that 
if the Imperial family were iu any danger of 
being ruined or swallowed up by any neigh- 
bouring power, we must engage in the rescue, 
let our circumstances be at that time w hat they 
will; for if such a ruin should happen, our own 
would not be a great way off: this Guaranty 
we ought perhaps to have gone into 'sooner, 
because of the fatal consequences that might 
have ensued, if his Imperial Majesty had dropt 
off in the mean time; but we could not agree 
to it till the Imperial court agreed to give satis- 
faction to Spain, with respect to the dominions . 
provided for Don Carlos in Italy by the Quad- 
ruple Alliance; to the Dutch with respect to 
the particular disputes between the empire and 
them ; and to the Dutch and us with respect 
to the Ostend Company ; and all these his Ma- 
jesty, by his wise and steady measures, has at 
last procured. 

Sir, I say steady measures, and I believe it 
will appear that our measures have been as 
steady and uniform, as those' of any court in 
Europe: our aim was to preserve our own do- 
minions abroad against the design laid for 
wresting them from us ; to preserve our Trade 
against the incroachment made upon it by the 
setting up of the Ostend Company ; and to , 
preserve the balance of power in Europe 
against any present or future attempts for 
overturning it,«in order thereby to establish, as 
far as is consistent with human prudence, the 
general tranquillity of tuiope. This aim was 
most steadily pursued through the various 
shapes, which the affairs of Europe have taken 
within a few years past, and is now at last, in 
all human appearance, most happily accom- 
plished ; but it was necessary to establish the 
present tranquillity of Europe, before we could 
think of the future: We were engaged, by the 
Quadruple Alliance, to see the Infant Don 
Carlos settled in the succession of the Duchies 
of Tuscany, Parma, and Placentiaj Spain 
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coold not be easy, nor could we expect any 
sincere friendship with them, till that was fully 
and completely effectuated ; nor could either 
the Dutch or we be easy till we saw t lie Ostend 
Company absolutely demolished ; and as soon 
as we got the present tranquillity settled by 
tile Imperial Court's agreeing to these two 
main points, then we began to think of the 
future tranquillity of Europe; and in order to 
establish that upon as solid a foundation as 
tbe nature of the case will admit of, we have 
agreed to the Guaranty of the Fragmatick 
Sanction. 

In all these transactions, the true interest of 
this nation has been most strictly pursued, and 
never once departed from : the interest of this 
nation is connected with the general interest of 
Europe in preserving the balance of power ; 
and therefore it is the interest of this nation, as 
well as of almost every one of the other nations 
* of Europe, to preserve the dominions of the 
Austrian family entire and undivided: I anf 
sure that no man will say but it is the interest of 
this nation, that the duchies of Tuscany, Parma, 
and Placentia should never be in the possession 
of Germany, France or Spain. It is very plain, 
that it is the interest of this nation to have tbe 
Bast-India trade from Ostend demolished ; and 
it is as evident that this nation is particularly 
interested in the preserving of Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon, and at tbe same time in cultivating 
a good friendship and correspondence with 
Spain. In all these cases the interest of this 
nation is certainly most particularly concerned, 
and in every one of these points we have ob- 
tained all that we would expect or desire ; and 
«Jl this without any mean compliance upon our 
part, or giving up any thing t(jat we were before 
intitled unto ; upon the contrary, whenever any 
scheme was offered by any of our allies, which 
bad the least appearance of being p.gainst the 
honour or interest of this nation, any sort of 
concurrence was absolutely refused, and there- 
upon all such schemes have been dropt : bow 
then can it be said, that neither the honour nor 
interest of this nation has been regarded in our 
negotiations with our neighbours abroad, or 
that we have complied with every one in their 
turn ? 

In all this course" of negotiation, there have 
been many jarring interests to be reconciled, 
and many difficulties to be surmounted, all 
which his Majesty has, by his wisdom and good 
conduct; got over ; nor is there the least reason 
to suspect that, in any one measure, the public 
faith has been violated, nor as any power or 
potentate any ground for such a complaint; 
nay, there is not one that does so much as pre- 
tend to it. The only view that France had, or 
at least owned, was to preserve the tranquillity, 
and to see the terms of the Quadruple Alliance 
complied with: If these two points were 
brought to a happy issue, it was all that the 
Freneh had to demand ; and as both are fully 
accomplished by the Treaty of Vienna, the 
French court have no reason to complain, so 
far otherways, that they have declared they are 



fully satisfied : t aricf as for our taking an alarm 
at the march of some of .their troops towards 
the coasts of France, which lie opposite to Eng- 
laud, it did not proceed from any jealousy tbat 
subsfsts between the t*o nations, but only from 
that prudent jealousy 'which every nation ought 
to have of all its neighbours, so far as co be al- 
ways upon its guard against every one of them ; 
upon that occasion the French were as, much 
alarmed upon our inarching troops down to- 
wards our coasts next to them, as we were upon 
the marching of theirs. 

As in all Treaties there are some points left 
to be determined afterwards, according to the 
plan then laid down ; so, Sir, by tbe Treaty of 
Seville the Spaniards are to make full satisfac- 
tion and reparation for the losses which our 
merchants have sustained by any unjust sei- 
zures ; but as tbe quantum of that loss coold 
not then be determined, nor tould it then he 
determined what seizures were lawful and what 
not, therefore it was absolutely necessary to leave 
that affair to be inquired into and determined by 
commissaries mutually appointed ; and we have 
all the reason in the world to expect that we 
shall at last meet with a full satisfaction in tbat 
affair, though it has been hitherto retarded by 
the negotiations about public afiuirs of greater 
moment, which have occurred- since the con- 
clusion of that Treaty. In all human affiairs, 
it is sometimes necessary to have patience, and 
to wait the course af things ; nations must not 
upon every little delay, or upon every trifling 
dispute, come t<s an open rupture, and involve 
themselves and their neighbours in war and 
bloodshed for things, which with a little patience 
might have been easily adjusted. 

I, should not, Sir, have troubled tbe House 
any farther ; but that since comparisons have 
been going round, I hope I may have leave to 
make one in my turn ; and I must say, that our 
late affairs very much resemble a set of iionest 
quiet country people got into a country trance, 
who went through their dance with a great deal of 
ease and alacrity, until a turbulent noi$y fellow 
came in among them, . who immediately forced 
himself into the dance, and made such a noise, 
that such a one was out, and such a one not 
right, such a step out of tune, and such a turn 
not according to rule, that they could not go 
on with a dance ; but at last they resolved to 
turn this troublesome fellow out of company, 
ahd tlten they all went on easily and quietly as 
they had done before. 

The Commons' Address of Thanks J At -last, 
the question was put upon the Lord Tyrconnel's 
motion, which was carried in the affirmative 
without, any division ; and a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Address accordingly, 
which is as follows : 

" Most gracious Sovereign, 
" We your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful 
Subjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in 

Sarliamant assembled, beg leave to return your 
lajesty our most humble thanks for your most 
gracious Speech from the throne. 



j3C I - X X - Digitized by Google 



«81] PAIL. HISTORY, 5 Gt6te* 11 

" It is the highest satisfaction to your faithful 
Commons, to see the general tranquility of 
Europe restored and re-established by your 
Majesty's credit and influence, which reflects 
the greatest glory to the British crown, and of 
consequence to the British nation ; the honour 
and interest of which are always inseparable. 

u We are fully persuaded, that the* Treaties 
your Majesty has entered into, were made with 
no other view, than to preserve the balance of 
power in Europe, and secure the possessions of 
the crown of Great Britain, and all the rights 
kind privileges we are entitTed to ; and we ac- 
knowledge with gratitude your Majesty's wis- 
dom and goodness, in procuring for us all these 
advantages, without the expence and hazards 
<sf a war. 

" We are very sensible of the many difficul 
ties which your Majesty laboured under, in 
bringing this great and glorious work tp so 
happy a conclusion. The many obstacles aris- 
ing from various pretensions and jealousies 
doting the course of these transactions, unsur- 
inouatable as they have been thought, are by 
your Matesty's steadiness and prudence entirely 
removed ; and at a time when a war seemed 
tmavotdable, the settlement of the succession 
of Don Carlos to the States Of Tuscany and 
£arma has been peaceably accomplished, and 
the general tranquillity of Europe preserved by 
the weight and credit of your Majesty's nego- 
tiations. 

' " Thus has your Majesty extricated not only 
this nation, but air Europe out of the uncertain 
state fo* many years laboured under, and that 
by means most honourable to your Majesty, 
consistent with alt former engagements, and 
Without the least injury to any prince or power 
toBuvope. 

" And we hombry assure your Majesty, that 
Having the truest sense of the many blessings 
we have enjoyed daring the course of your 
Majesty's 7 reign, and how much our present 
happiness- is owing to your paternal love and 
care for your people, we win with the greatest 
cheerfulness grant the necessary supplies for 
the current service of the year ; and your Ma- 
jesty will always find such returns of duty and 
gratitude from us, as the best of kings may ex- 
pect from the most loyal subjects, fully con- 
vinced that the only end of your Majesty's aus- 
picious government, is the protection and pros- 
perity of vimr people/' 

The King's Answer^ To this Address his 
Majesty' gave the following Answer : . 
" Gentlemen, 

" I return you my thanks for this dutiful and 
loyal Address. I make no doubt of the conti- 
nuance of your duty, affection and confidence 
in roe; and- you wilt always find that all my 
views Jend to the honour, interest, and security 
o£ my crown and people." 

A Supply Wt'ett.] January 18. The Com- 
rnons resolved to gfant a Supply to his Ma- 
jesty; and ttte usual Estimates were 'laid before 
them; \ 

Vs^VIIl 
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The Pension Bill brought »n.l January 25. 
Mr. Sandys presented to the House a Bill for 
: making more effectual the laws in being for 
disabling persons from being^cbosen members 
of, ot sitting or voting in the House of Com- 
mons, who nave any Pension during pleasure, 
or for any number of years, or any offices held 
in trust for them; which was received and 
read a first time, and ordered to be read a se- 
cond time. 

Debate in the Commons on the Number efthe^ 
Land Forces.] Jan. 20. The Commons being* . 
in a Grand Committee on the Supply, 

Sir William Strickland moved, " That the 
number of effective men, for guards and garri- 
sons m Great Britain, and for Guernsey and 
Jersey for the year 1732, should be, including 
1,815 invalids, and 555 men which the six In- 
dependent Companies consist of for the service 
of the Highlands, 17,709 men, commission and 
non-commission officers included.'' In support 
of this motion he endeavoured to shew, That 
though the public tranquillity was happily and 
fully established, yet it was necessary for us to 
keep «p at least the number of troops he had 
proposed, till we should see how those mea- 
sures by which the public tranquillity had been 
established, should be approved of by the other 
powers of Europe, who had not then declared 
their sentiments upon that subject. Hereopon 

Lord Morpeth stood up, and having shewed 
how dangerous it was to the liberties of this 
nation to keep up a numerous standing army 
in time of peace ; his lordship moved " That 
the number .should be reduced to 12,00b ef- 
fective men and was packed by Mr. Watkin 
Williams Wynn : but they were opposed by 

The Lord Reroeyf who spoke next as fol- 
lows": 
Sir; 

Though the peace and tranquillity of this na- 
tion, both abroad and at home, be now by hit 
Majesty's wise conduct established, in all pro- / v 



* u Lord Hervey, eldest son to the earl of 
Bristol, began at this time to make a very con- 
siderable figure in the ministerial party, and 
history ought to repair the injury that poetry 
has done to some- part of his character. Ha 
had read a good deal, and was what may be 
called, a learned nobleman, though he scarce 
could have been deemed so in a literary sphere 
of life. He was not without witj but he was a 
much better writer than a speaker; his man-* 
ner was too slow ; and he was apt to flag at 
the latter part of his period. He affected a. 
gravity and solemnity which ill-suiting so deli- 
cate a figure as he had, was not at all pleasing. 
Notwithstanding this, he was master of a very 
sound judgment, and when he pleased to em- 
ploy it; a most excellent pen in the political 
way."-Vfindal. , 

" John lord Hervey, eldest son of John the 
first earl of Bristol, was born in 1696. He 
came first into parliament soon after the acces-* 
3L 
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bability, upon .a firm and lasting foundation, 
yet a wise people ought always to be upon their 
guard against the worst that may happen. The 
public quiet both abroad and at home depends 
upon the views and inclinations of men ; and 
we know by experience, that nothing is more 
fickle and variable ; we ought not therefore to 
do any thing that may turn the inclinations of 
our enemies towards disturbing us, or that may 
give them any views of success in any such at- 



tempts ; the only method to prevent the baring 
any such inclinations, or conceiving any such 
hopes, is to keep up a good army of regular 
forces. The number moved for, is, id my opi- 
nion, the least that cap be thought of by any 
man, who has a true regard for the quiet and 
prosperity of this nation, and for the preserva- 
tion of the Protestant Succession in his Ma- 
jesty's most illustrious family. 

Every man knows, Sir, and every man ought 



sion of George the First ; was appointed vice- 
ohamberlain to the King in 1730 ; in 1733 was 
created a peer ; and in 1740 was constituted 
lord privy seal, from which post he was re- 
moved in 1749. He died in 1743. He took 
a considerable share in the political transac- 
tions of the times, and was always a warm ad- 
vocate on the side of sir Robert Walpole. 
Tindal has observed, 'that history ought to 

* repair the injury that poetry has done to some 
' part of his character/ and in fact, it is neces- 
sary ; for never was man more exposed to ridi- 
cule, and lashed with greater severity, than lord 
Hervey has been exposed and lashed by the 
satirical pen of Pope. If we may credit the 
satirist, who' has delineated his character under 
the name of Sporus, be was below all contempt ; 
a man without talents, and without one solitary 
virtue to compensate for the «aost ridiculous 
foibles, and them ost abandoned profligacy, 

, < Let Spprus tremble. — A. What ? that thing of 
silk, 

' Sporus, that mere white curd of asses milk ? 

* Satire or sense, alas ! can Sporus feel ? 
' Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel ? ' 

\' P. Yet let me flap this hue with gilded wings, 
' This painted child of dirt, that stinks and stings, 
« * * * * * * *'* * * 

' Eternal smiles his emptiness betray, 

' As Shallow streams run dimpling all the way* 

* Whether in florid impotence be speaks, 

' And, as the prompter breathes, the puppet 

' squeaks ; 
4 Or at the ear of Eve, familiar toad, 
' Half froth, half venom, spits himself abroad, 
« # # # * **# * * 

' Amphibious thing ! that acting either part, 
. < The trifling head, or the corrupted heart, 

* Fop at the toilet, flatt'rer at the board, 

' Now trips a lady, and now struts a lord. 

* Eve's tempter thus the Rabbins have exprest, 

* A cherub's face, a reptile all the rest, 

' Beauty that shocks you, parts that none will 

'trust, 1 
.< Wit that can creep, and pride that licks the dust.' 

" However I may admire the powers of the 
satirist, I never could read this pa/sage without 
disgust and horror ; disgust at the indelicacy of 
the allusions, horror at tlje malignity of the' 
poet, in laying the foundation of his abuse on 
the lowest species of satire, personal invective, 
and what is still worse, on sickness and debi- 
lity. The poet has so much distorted this por- 
trait, that he has in one instance made the ob- 
ject of his satire, what ought to have been the 
subject of his praise, the rigid abstinence to 
. which lord HeVvey unalterably adhered, from 
the Necessity of preserving his health. Lord 



Hervey having felt some attack* of the epi- 
lepsy, entered upon, and persisted in a very 
strict regimen, and thus stopt the progress, and 
prevented the effects of that dreadful disease. 
His daily food was a small quantity of asses 
milk, and a flour biscuit ; once a week he in- 
dulged himself with eating an apple: he used 
emetics daily. To this rigid abstemiousness, 
Pope malignantly alludes, when he says, 

* The mere white curd of asses milk.' 

" In short, I agree with the ingenious editor 
of Pope, * Language cannot afford more glow- 
< ing or more forcible terms to express the ub- 
' most bitterness of contempt. We think we 
'are here reading Milton against Salmasius. 

* The raillery is carried v to the very verge of 

* railing, some will say ribaldry. He has armed 
' his muse with a scalping knife/ May we not 
ask, with the same author, " Can this be the 
nobleman whom Midjeton, in his dedication to 
the History of the Life of Tully, has so serious- 
ly, and so earnestly praised, for his strong good 
sense, his consummate politeness, his real pa- 
triotism, his jigid temperance, his thorough 
knowledge and defence of the lawabf his coun- 
try, his accurate skill in history, bis unexam* 
pled and unremitted diligence in literary pur-? 
suits, who added credit to this very history, as 
Scipio and Lalius did to that of Polibius, by 
revising and correcting it, and brightening it, 
(as he expresses it) by the strokes of his pencil?" 
May we not also ask, Is this the nobleman , 
who wrote some of the best political pamphlets 
which appeared in defence of Walpole's admi- 
nistration ? who, though sometimes too florid 
and pompous,' was a frequent and able speaker 
in parliament, and who, for his political abili- 
ties, was raised to the post of lord privy seal? 
In truth, lord Hervey possessed moje than 
ordinary abilities, and much classical erudition; 
he was remarkable for his wit, and the number 
and appositeness of his repartees. 

" Although his manner and figure were at 
first acquaintance highly forbidding, yet he sel- 
dom failed to rfender "himself, by his lively con- 
versation, which Pope calls, 

' The well whipp'd cream of courtly common sense.' 

an entertaining companion to those whona be 
wished to conciliate. Hence he conquered the 
extreme prejudice which the King had con- 
ceived against him, and from being detested, 
he became a great favourite. He was parti- 
cularly agreeable to queen Caroline; as be 
helped to enliven the uniformity of a court, 
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to reflect upon ' it with concern, that we never ' 
did yet reduce Our army, but that, reduction 
was the occasion of some plot or machination 
against us : Did not the small number of our 
forces in the beginning of his late Majesty's 
reign, spirit up and encourage that wicked and 
unnatural rebellion that was raised against him t 
After r,hat insurrection was happily quelled, we 
made a reduction of the army ; what were the 
consequences? The army was no sooner re- 
duced, but our enemies began to think of tak- 
ing advantage of it ; we were not only 
threatened with a new insurrection at home, 
but likewise with an invasion from Spain. By 
good management and good luck, their at- 

with sprightly repartees and lively sallies of 
wit. His cool and manly conduct in the duel 
with Pulteney, proved neither want of spirit to 
resent an injury, or deficiency of courage in 
the hour of danger, and he compelled his ad- 
versary to respect his conduct, though he had 
satirised his person. His defects were extreme 
affectation, bitterness of invective, prodigality 
of flattery; amd great servility to those above 
him. Horace, earl of Orford, has given a List 
of his Political Writings, in the Catalogue of 
Royal and Noble Authors; and among the 
Orford Papers, are draughts of several of those 
Pamphlets which were submitted to sir Robert 
Walpole. Some are corrected by him, in 
others, the minister made considerable addi- 
tions.!'— Coxe's Walpole. 

Dr. Middleton published a laboured panegy- 
ric on lord Hervey in his Dedication to the. 
fjfe of Cicero, for which both were introduced 
into the Dunciad : 

* Narcissus, prais'd with all a parson's powV, 
' Look'd a white lilly sunk beneath a show'r.' 

The duchess of Marlborough, in her Opi- 
nions, printed by sir D. D. (lord Hailes), has 
the following remarks under the year lfr37 : 
'* Lord Hervey is at this time always with the 
King in vast favour. He has certainly parts 
and wit, but is the most wretched, profligate 
man that ever was born, besides ridiculous ; a 
painted face and not a tooth in his head : and 
it is not above six months ago that the King 
hated him so, that he would not suffer him to 
be one in his diversions at play. I think it is 
possible that sir Robert Walpole may make 
some use of him at first, and perhaps the other 
may have vanity enough to imagine that he 
may work himself up to be a great man ; but 
that is too mad I think to be ever effected, be- 
cause all the world, except sir Robert, abhors 
him, and notwithstanding all tbe mischiefs sir 
Robert has done the nation, and myself in 
particular, which people generally resent in the 
first place, I had much rather he should con 
tanue in power than my lord Hervey p. 44. 

The- following account of the Duel between 
lord Hervey and -Mr. William Pulteney, is 
given m a Letter from Thomas Pelham to the 



tempts were frustrated, tjjeir hopes were ren" 
dered abortive; and when'we found ourselves 
quiet and easy, we again reduced our army. 
This reduction revived again the 1 hopes of our 
enemies, they began again to .plot and to cabal 
against us, under the management, and by the 
advice of the late bishop of Rochester ; but 
their schemes were defeated by a timely and ' 
seasonable discovery, and the wicked author* 
suffered the most moderate punishment that the 
justice of the nation could inflict. 

Though every thing be at present quiet and 
easy, yet we must not imagine that we have 
no enemies, or that they have lost their former 
watchfulness ; as long as we have a good and 



earl of Waldegrave. See Coxe's Walpole, vol, 
3, p. 88. 

" My Lord, January 28, 1730. 

As tbe present discourse of this town if 
about a Duel that was fought' two days ago 
between lord Hervey and Mr. Pulteney, your 
lordship may be glad to hear the particulars of 
it, a* well as I have been able to learn ihem, 
which is the only reason for troubling you by 
this post. 

" Lord IJervey sent a message to Mr. Pul- 
teney, desiring to know, whether he wrote the 
late pamphlet called ' The Reply 9 to that of 
' Sedition and Defamation displayed in an- 
swer to which, Mr. Pulteney- said, -he would 
not satisfy lord Hervey till he knew whether 
his lordship was the author of the ' Dedication 9 
to the latter. Accordingly lord Hervey sent ' 
him word that he was not ; and Mr. Fox, who 
carried this message, asked Mr. Pulteney what 
answer he would give about ' The Reply / to 
which Mr. Pulteney said, that since lord Her- 
vey did not write the ' .Dedication/ he was sa- 
tisfied. But Fox insisting upon some other 
answer with relation to ' The Reply/ Pulteney 
then Said, that he might tell lord Hervey, that 
whether he (Pulteney) was author of 'The Re- 
' ply/ or not, he was ready Jo justify and stand 
by the truth of any part of it, at what timte and 
wherever lord Hervey pleased. This last mes- 
sage, your lordship will easily imagine, was the 
occasion of the Duel ; and accordingly, on 
Monday rast, between three and four o cloclf 
in the afternoon, they met in. the UppeYSt, 
James's Park, behind Arlington-street, with 
their two seconds, who were Mr. Fox and sir 
J. Rushout. The two 'combatants were each ^ 
of them, slightly wounded ; but Mr. Pulteney 
had once so much the advantage of lord Hervey, 
that he would have infallibly run my lord through 
the body, if his foot had not slipt, and then the 
seconds took an occasion to part them. Upon 
which Mr. Pulteney embraced lord Hervey, 
and expressed a great deal of concern at the 
accident of their quarrel, promising at the same 
time that he would never personally attack 
him again either with his mouth or his pen ; 
lord Hervey made him a bow, without giving 
him any sort of answer, and, (te use the com- 
mon expression) thus they parted/' 
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brave army for our support, they know they 
dare not break out into any open acts of vio- 
4ence : But the many scandalous and seditious 
libels tbat are every day published against the 
government, and the many scribblers that are 
employed to "vilify and asperse his Majesty and 
bis administration, and to sow disaffection and 
discontent amongst the people, is an evident 
sign that we have as yet tnany .enemies, even 
Within our bosom, who would probably think 
of making use of other weapons than the pen, 
if we should be so unwise as to afford them 
the least hopes of success, by making a 
great reduction in our army ; and therefore I 
am for continuing the army, for this year at 
least, upon the footing tbat was first proposed. 

Mr. Walter Plomer replied, That the most 
_ weighty argument made use of by the noble 
lord, seemed to Jbe, that there was a great num- 
ber of Scribblers employed to writo agairist the 
government; but for his part, he' could not 
see why that was a sufficient reason for keep- 
* ing up a standing army of soldiers. If scribbling 
gave the government any uneasiness, or made 
them dream of danger, he thought the best 
way would be to employ, an army of scribblers 
to defend them, for he did notp'oubt but a suf- 
ficient number of such might be found, who 
would list upon that side where they expected 
they could make the most advantage. 

Sir William Yonge* then spoke as follows : 
Mr. Speaker ; 

The question now before us is not anyway 
relating to the preservation or the loss of our 
liberties ; we are not to suppose, we cannot sup* 
pose, that his Majesty is to employ the Forces 
we are to keep on foot in any illegal way : or 
that he is to make use of them, or of any other 
means, to encroach upon the liberties of our 
country. . We have had sufficient experience 
of his Majesty's wisdom and goodness not to 
entertain the least suspici6n of any such de- 
v sign ; alt that his Majesty wants is, that we will 
take a care to keep up a parliamentary forc$, 
sufficient for enabling him to repel any attack 
that may be made upon our country, or upon 
our constitution. His Majesty desires nothing 
. but what may be necessary for preserving us in 
the happy and quiet state in which we are at 
5) resent, and for continuing and protecting the 
free enjoyment of those liberties and privileges 
for which be has always shewn so great a re- 
gard. While this is the use that is to be made 
of our standing-army, I cannot think that the 
number proposed is at all too large, and if any 
other use were to be made of them, I hope, I 
should be as ready as any man in this House 
_ to oppose any such measures ; but as long as 
the continuance of the army depends upon 
the resolutions of Parliament from year to 
year, there is, I think, no danger of any such 
measures being entered upon, or even so much 
as thought of; the parliament will always have 



* Appointed a Loai of the Treasury, May 
8, 1730, ia the room of *ir Chad* Turner, 
made a Teller 0/ the ^tequer. 



it in their power to pnt a stop to such mes> 
sures in their infancy, and long before they 
can be mad* effectual, or so much as brought 
to any maturity ; and I hope it never will be 
imagined that the parliament will join in. any 
measures, for enslaving the people. 

The present question is not, whether we shaU 
establish a standing army te continue for ever, 
or for any term of years f It is only about con* 
tinning the number now proposed for one year 
longer, till we see how the treaties we have 
lately made are relished by some foreign powers, 
If they should happen not to approve of the 
measures we have taken for establishing the 
general good and tranquility of Europe, our 
keeping up of our standing army win prevent 
them from taking any measures for disturbing 
that peace and tranquillity so lately settled and 
established; as long as they find that we are in 
a capacity to compel their consent, they will a$ 
least dissemble and conceal their dislike. If 
at the expiration of the ensuing y ear we find, 
that all the other powers of Europe are quiet 
and easy ; if we then find that they are willing 
to rest satisfied with those measures which have 
been agreed upon, we may then lessen the 
number of our Forces if we think fit, and one 
year's expence of maintaining 5 or Q,QQ0 men, 
is but a trifle in comparison with the lose, tbj* 
nation may^sustain, by exposing fiurope *«4 
itself to the danger of a new war. 

It is well known, Sir, how fatal it; wa* o> 
Europe, how fatal it was to this nation in path 
ticular, the disbanding of our army after the 
peace of By s wick ; king William baa too much 
wisdom and, penetration not to foresee tbe 
consequences of so wrong a ste^,aod therefore 
he opposed it with all his mighi; but hi* weU 
founded reasons coujd not prevail against the 
spirit of that faction and party, which waa so 
troublesome to him during his whole reign, and 
prevented this nation's reaping all those advan- 
tages it might have done from his prudent ad- 
ministration' After this mischievous resole* 
tion was carried against him, and the bray* 
army, which he had been at so much pain* to 
discipline and- train up, was in pursuance 
thereof disbanded, he saw himself in no con* 
dition to oppose or prevent the French king* 
taking possession o( the whole kingdom of 
Spain, uppn the demise of the then king, who 
was even at that time in so lingering a condi* 
tion, that his death was every day expected* 
which made the Resolution for aUspejsding one 
army at so critical a juncture the more ridicor 
lous; therefore king William found. hunselC 
under a sort of necessity of entering into the* 
Partition Treaty, which was afterward sq. much* 
censured in this House; and was cettajaly a 
treaty tbat he never would have agreed to, bill 
only that he thought it was. necessary, to give, 
the £renqh a small part of the Spanish domi- 
nions, in order to prevent their getting- hohtof 
the whole. 

We have seen, Sir, the good eJe«J*of 
agreeing with his Majesty in the feea**re& ha 
proposed fac bunging, afeojift the, re cctfhli t fr 
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meat of the peace and tranquillity of Europe ; 
l am persuaded, that the continuing of ike nee* 
wan troops in our pay was one of the principal 
causes of the suecess-of his Majesty's negocia- 
lions, and I think the event has justified me 
and every one who agreed with his Majesty in 1 
that measure; as J was then of opinion, that 
the continuing of the Hessian troops in our 
pay was absolutely necessary for bringing about 
those gaud ends which have been thereby ef- 
fectuated, so now I am of opinion, that the 
keeping up the number of our own forces pro* 
posed, is a measure that is absolutely neces* 
sary for preserving that tranquillity which is 
just established. 

But if there* were no fears from abroad, if 
there were no danger of any foreign powers at- 
tempting, to disturb the tranquillity of Europe, 
yet the preservation, even of our own liberties, 
and of the Protestant succession, make it neces- 
sary to continue the whole number proposed of 
our own troops in oor pay ; for though I am 
very far from thinking, that the generality, or 
that the greatest part of the people are dieaf- 
footed, because I always reckon that the af- 
fection of the people is to be measured by the 
affection of their representatives in parliament; 
yet r am sorry to say, that there is still a spirit' 
of jacobiti&in in the country ; though it be 
at present dormant, it is not quite extinguished, 
as may tfppear from the treatment Jately given 
to a petition for erecting the statue of kiag 
William, 41 that great king who delivered us 
from so many evils, and who had prevented our 
foiling into the most abject slavery that ever a 
people wens brought into ; yet a petition for 
erecting a statue iu memory of this glorious 
king met with such contempt, as could not be 
given by any but those who are most enthu- 
siastically led by that evil spirit ; and while 
there are any great remains of that spirit ia the 
country, the government never can be safe, nor 
can the peace or quiet of the nation be secured 
without keeping up such a number of regular 
forces as may deprive such people of all hopes 
of Success. For which reasons, Sir, I shall 

S've ray vote for keeping up the number of 
rces proposed* 

Sir William Wyndham spoke as follows : 
Sir ; It has always been looked on as contrary 
to the constitution, and inconsistent with the 
liberties of this country, to keep up a standing 
army in time of peace. This is a maxim that 
has been handed down to us from our fore- 
fathers, and is certainly as true a maxim as any 



* The old Conduit in Cheapside\ London, 
being ordered to be pulled down to make that 
street more commodious, a petition was pre* 
seated to the Common Council by some cki- 
aen% desiring leave to erect a statue of king 
William, in the same place, at their own sole 
e&peaco, which was refused s and open this 
occasion, one of the Common Council made 
use of this remarkable expression, via* That to 
consent to such a request would be only re~ 
inoutf, one anisance to sot up another, 



that ever was, or ever can be laid down, for 
the preservation of our happy constitution. 
His Majesty has been most graciously pl e as e d 
to assure as from the throne, 4 That the ex* 
( pectatkms be had given us, from time tit 
\* time, of seeing the general tranquillity; of 
' Europe restored and established, are now 
' fully answered/ What have we more to ex- 
pect) Do we hope ever to see a time when all 
the powers of Europe will be> even to outward 
appearance, so fully satisfied and pleased thai 
no jealousies nor private animosities do seera to 
remain ? The hope iB vain, the thing is imp*** 
sible, for those very measures that make one 
easy will always give some appearance of die* 
quiet to another; besides, the ambition #f 
princes is such, chat no general satisfaction) 
can be expected, nor can a profound tran- 
quillity be hoped for, to remain for any time 
without some disturbance. Either now is a 
proper time for us to reduce a part of our 
army, or such a time will never happen y and 
this nation must always be obliged to be at the 
expence of maintaining a numerous regular 
army, and lie exposed to have its liberties andf 
privileges trampled upon by the means of that 
'army, whenever we shall have a king weak 
or ambitions enough, or a ministry wicked 
enough, to eagage in such measures. 

A much less number, than we have at pre- 
sent, have bean found sufficient to guard us 
both against invasions from abroad) and in- 
surrections at home, even in the time of open 
. war ; during . the whole course qf the long wars> 
we had in the reigns both of kiag William and 
Queen Anne, a body of 0,000 or 7,000 mess 
was thought all that was requisite to be kept 
in this nation, for guarding us against all the 
attempts of our enemies foreign or domestic ; 
and this small body of men with the affections 
of the people, appeared to be so sunfeient for 
the pnrpose designed, that the united powers of 
France and Spain never durst venture to make an 
invasion upon us : nay, they never so ma oh aset« 
tempted it but once, and then the? did it in 
sacb a mint meaner as shewed they were afrhid 
of ibe success of what they were going about: 
Yet every one knows what an advantage it ' 
would have then been/ to the French cause, if 
thee could have made a diversion, by landing n" 
bony of troops in this island* 

After the peace of Ryswiok the Parliament , 
was then so jealous of their liberties-, and s*> 
much afraid of introducing the dangerous cos* 
torn of keeping up a Standing Army in tj|«e of 
peace, that they get the army disbanded imme- 
diately after the peace was- conceded* and 
they certainly did right in d*ing se< There/ 
were no fetal consequences from thence ensued, 
nor could the disbanding of our army give the 
least occasion to the ParMma-Trcatr : Spahr 
was then in a manner, our owe, they* were ope* 
our, side, and were heartily engaged, or woeM 
have engaged) in any tolerable measures for 
preventing the French king's taking pessestie* 
of all, or of any pert of their territories: bee 
by that furnaces* treaty, which **> even b*r 
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ore the conclusion of it, and before the fatal 
effects it produced were felt, strenuously op- 
posed by some of our own ministers, and was 
afterwards so justly censured in parliament, the 
Spaniards were forced to throw themselves into 
the arms of France ; they were obliged to ac- 
cept of the protection of France, in order to 
prevent their monarchy from being rent and 
torn to pieces, in pursuance of that ridiculous 
scheme agreed upon by the Treaty of Partition. 
Yet, notwithstanding this false step by which 
we lost the whole monarchy of Spain, we lost 
nothing by having disbanded our army ; for 
immediately upon the war's breaking out afresh, 
we, in conjunction with our allies not only 
raised such an army as would have been suf- 
ficient to have defeoded Spain, but was found 
to be an over-match for the joint powers of 
France and Spain, assisted by their new ally 
the duke of Bavaria, whom we had likewise 
disobliged; and thrown into the scale against us 
by the second Partition-Treaty. And consider- 
ing the great success of our arms in this last war 
and the small number of regular forces we had 
in pay before it broke out, I think we may from 
thence most certainly conclude, that there 
neve* Can be any necessity, or really so much 
as a pretence, for keeping up such a numerous 
Standing- Army in time of peace, as we have* at 
present in- the island of Great Britain alone. 

Sir, The brave and bold spirit which the 
British subjects naturally have is well known ; 
our enemies have often felt it to their cost ; I 
hope the same spirit still remains, I hope we 
have men enough in Britain who have resolu- 
tion to defend themselves against any invasion 
whatever, though there were not so much as one 
red-coat in the whole kingdom. It is upon the 
bravery of our subjects, upon the natural cou- 
rage of our men, that we ought principally to 
depend for the protection and safety of our 
country against a foreign enemy : By trusting 
to this we have continued for many years to be 
a happy and free people, and as soon as we be- 
gin to pot our trdst in any thing else, oor hap- 
piness and our liberty will be at an end, and a 
state of misery and slavery must soon after 
ensue. 

As to the Disaffection that is pretended to 
be in the country, it is nothing but a pretence, 
and it will always be a pretence : I hope, Sir, 
it is so - inconsiderable, that our ordinary -civil 
officers are sufficient to seize, and our common 
gaols capable to hold all the disaffected in the 
kingdom : But I must say that the continuing 
of a Standing Army, even from year to year, 
will certainly make the disaffection increase, 
and will make it spread through all parts of the 
kingdom ; the people never can be easy under 
the load of. taxes and the many oppressions, 
which always are, and always must be, the con- 
sequences of keeping ^jp q numerous Standing- 
Army in any country. Our People are natu- 
rally jealous of their liberties; the continuing 
of the army thus from year to year will make 
tfeem conclude, that they are never to be relieved 
therefrom by parliament; this may make them 




; despair of preserving their liberty by any peace- 
able method, and may make them engage 
against one another in a cruel civil war, for the 
preservation of those liberties which they judge 
to be in imminent danger : These may be the 
consequences, but woe to those men who ad- 
vise such measures as may produce such fatal 
effects ! I wish that neither God nor man may 
ever pardon the authors of so much misery ! 

We have heard much, Sir, of the distinction 
between a Standing Army, and a Parliamentary 
Army ; for my part, I can see no difference ; 
a Standing-Army is a Standing Army, let it be 
authorised by Parliament or not : the people 
may meet with the same oppressions from both, 
and both must be maintained at the people's 
ezpeoce. I join with the worthy member, who 
spoke last, in opinion that the affections of the 
people ought to be measured by the affections 
of their representatives in parliament ; it has 
always been so hitherto ; the subjects, when 
they suspected that the crown was making any 
incroachments upon their liberties, always 
pleased themselves wkh the thoughts that they 
would find a sure red res* from their represen- 
tatives assembled in parliament ; upon them 
they always depend for a certain remedy for 
all their real or even imaginary wrongs ; but if 
this House shall thus from year to year agree to 
the continuance of a Standing- Army, I am 
afraid this will no longer continue to he a rule 
for measuring the people's affections : The 
people will begin to look upon us not as their 
representatives, or as the guardians of their li- 
berties, but as the insignificant tools of a court, 
and the hireling supporters of an adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Henry Pelham replied, That as long as 
the army was regularly paid, and strict disci- 
pline kept up, he did not believe that the peo- 
ple could meet with any injustice from them; 
and as long as they were subject to be reduced 
or disbanded by the parliament, whenever it 
was thought convenient, they never could be 
employed ngainst the liberties and privileges of 
the subjects ; therefore be did not believe that 
the small number now proposed could ever 
' raise any discontent or jealousy in the minds 
of the people: but he joined heartily with the 
honourable member, who spoke last, in wish- 
ing, that neither God nor man might ever for- 
give those, who were or should be the occasion 
of our being obliged to fight for our liberties ; 
yet the case, he said, bad happened ; we had 
been obliged to fight for our liberties, and every 
thing that was dear to us : and yet notwith- 
standing, many of those who had been princi- 
pally the occasion thereof, had been forgiven, at 
least by man. 

Mr. Barnard said, That he could not agree 
to the continuing of the army upon the footing 
proposed, because we had been assured by his 
Majesty that there was a profound tranquillity 
abroad ; and if there was any party at home 
against the Protestant Succession, he was con- 
vinced it was so insignificant that it was not 
worth taking notice of: That the setting up, or 
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not letting up king William's statue, could be 
no argument for proving that there was a spirit 
of Jacobitism in the country : That for his 
part, he wished that the proposal had been 
agreed to, and that the statue had been set up; 
but he was sure that the late opposition that 
was made to it, and the refusing to set it up in 
the place proposed, did not proceed from any 
disaffection to the government, or from any 
dislike of the Revolution ; there were many 
other reasons to be assigned for that refusal, 
which by the generality of the people, who were 
concerned in that mutter, were' thought to be 
of weight enough to make them give their ne- 
gative at that time. 

Sir Philip Yorke spoke next : 
Sir ; It is certainly the interest of this na- 
tion to render itself as considerable as possible 
amongst its neighbours ; for the greater opiniou 
they have of our strength and power, the less 
apt they will be to undertake any expeditions 
or invasions against us, and the more easy it 
will be for us to obtain from them any advan- 
tages or immunities, which we may think ne- 
cessary for improving the trade and increasing 
the riches of the kingdom. There is nothing 
contributes more to the ppwer and strength of 
a people than unanimity and coneord among 
themselves ? a factious divided people are never 
able to do much good to themselves or their 
friends, nor any great injury to their enemies 
and rivals. The only thing then, that can 
make this nation considerable in the eyes of 
foreigners, is a hearty union and agreement be- 
tween his Majesty and his parliament ; ibis it 
is which has produced that happy tranquillity 
which we now enjoy, and which by our influ- 
ence has been communicated to the rest of 
Europe, and in a manner forced upon some of 
the princes thereof ; some of them had inclina- 
tion enough to have raised commotions, and to 
have disturbed the peace and quiet of their 
neighbours, but they durst not venture upon it, 
when they found the King of Great Britain 
and his parliament would join heartily in the 
same measures again&t them : it may be sup- 
posed that the same inclinations still remain, 
they only watch for an opportunity to follow 
them ; the least disagreement between his 
Majesty and his parliament will afford them 
what they wish, what they long for, and there- 
upon the flames of war will break out afresh ; 
for preserving therefore the tranquillity which 
by our influence has been established, it is ne- 
cessary to continue the means by which we 
have been able, to accomplish so good a design, 
for which reason I am for agreeing with what 
has been proposed. 

Mr. Walter Plomer spoke as follows : 
Sir ; If I thought that the coutinuing the 
number of forces proposed were necessary for 
preserving the public tranquillity, either at 
home or abroad, or for any other good end 
whatever, I should join most heartily in the 
proposal. It is certain, that the -continuing of 
•o great an army in time of a profound peace 
may bt of dangerous consequence to our con 



) stitution ; and it always roust be oppressive as . 
well as burdensome to the people; therefore 
nothing but an absolute necessity ought to pre- 
vail upon us to continue a standing army. 
From past times we may be able to form a 
judgment of the present; from what has hap- 
>ened heretofore we may judge, whether there 
[»e at present any absolute necessity for keeping 
up such a number of regular forces. During 
the whole time of the late war in the reign of 
queen Anne, there were but 6 or 7,000 men of 
regular forces kept in this kingdom, and these 
were found sufficient, though the Pretender 
was then openly entertained at the French 
court, and was but a few days journey distant 
from os ; it was then much easier to carry on 
a correspondence between him and his friends 
in this country than at present, and it must be 
supposed that he had more of them than he 
has now ; for by the very nature of things they 
must be daiW decreasing, and will at last wear 
quite out, if wrong measures at home do not 
prevent it ; yet notwithstanding the small num* 
ber of forces then kept in the kingdom, they 
were never able to give the government any 
great disturbance or uneasiness; therefore 1 
must conclude,' that for preventing any attempts 
from the Pretender or his party in the king- 
dom, a greater number is now not absolutely 
necessary, but is rather quite unnecessary and 
superfluous. 

As soon as that war was at an-end our troops 
were immediately disbanded, and the army re- 
duced to about 6,000 men ; it was not however 
at that time pretended, that it was necessary 
to keep our army on foot till it should be seen 
how the treaty we had made should be relished 
by foreign powers, or that there was uny danger 
of the war's breaking out afresh in case we 
should, for the safety of our constitution, and 
the ease of our people, disband our regular 
forces. Yet I have so great a respect for her 
Majesty's memory, that I cannot -believe she 
had any views of favouring the Pretender or 
his interest, either at home or abroad ; ano> 
with this small number of regular forces at 
home, we found, that not only the general 
tranquillity of Europe was preserved, but upon 
the Queen's demise the Protestant Succession , 
took place without the least disturbance or op- 
position. There was, it is true, a rebellion 
broke out some time after, and thereupon the 
army was augmented, but that rebellion: was 
crushed even before the augmentation was 
made ; the 6,000 or 7,000 troops we had in our ' 
pay at home u ere found sufficient for suppress- 
ing that insurrection ; and notwithstanding this 
small number of forces we had on foer, and 
this insnrrection that was at the same time 
raised against his late Majesty, yet we find that 
none of the powers abroad ever offered either 
to disturb us or any of their neighbours. Thus 
we find that in former timetf,%and that very 
lately too, the public tranquillity has been pre- 
served, both abroad and at home, by a little 
more than one third of the regular forces now 
proposed to be kept on foot ; for what end 
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tb*n can inch a number be proposed, or for 
jrhat reason should we agree to it? For my 
nart, J can find none, bat very strong reasons 
for opposing it as much as lies in my power. 

I must say, Sir, that it is not to the diminu- 
tion or reduction of our regular forces, that 
any attempt* against us ever were, or ever can 
be owing ; such attempts, either by invasions 
or insurrections, must always arise from oor 
government's pursuing measures by which dis- 
affection and discontent are sowed among the 
people ; when the people are generally disaf- 
fected, the majeenntents will gather confidence 
from their numbers ; and our neighbours will, 
upon every occasion, be ready to invade as, 
when they are* sure of meeting with a powerful 
support and assistance from the people them- 
selves;. There is no one measure more apt to 
spread a general disaffection among the people 
than that of keeping up a numerous standing 
army ; this was one of the principal things that 
wined the late king James, and alienated from 
him the people's affections almost to a man : 
lie had to trust to even a more numerous army 
than that at present demanded ; but what was 
the consequence? That army was so far from 
securing hjm. against the general discontent of 
the people, that they themselves, like hooeet 
men as they were, joined in the general defec- 
tion, and 'coiUribuied to the overthrow of she 
man who unjustly put his whole trust and. con- 
fidence in them, t hone, Sir, thai the English 
armies will always behave so ; I hope they will 
always be so faithful to their country as to for- 
sake the man who has a mind So enslave it ; 
but this is not to be depended on ; however, 
the example shews that any array breeds dis- 
affection, among the people, and that even an 
army cannot be much, depended o* by that 
King, who by putting bis whole conference in 
theca, has incurred the displeasure of the peo- 
ple* Therefore from the sincere affection I 
have foe the present establishment, 1 must be 
against coutiuuina. such, a great number of re- 
gular forces, in tins kingdom. 
Ms. Hvrajio Wafyok spoke neat : 
Sir; — I. am sorry to hear a parallel drawn 
by, any, meioher of this Housev between the 
amy kept up by the late king James, and toe 
army intended to be kept op at present : king 
James's, army- was raised agetust law, was 
maintained against the consent of the people, 
and was* employed, in overturning the liberties 
of the people: the: present question is about an 
% army wjuotais to be- kept up, according to law, 
and by and with the; consent and approbation 
of the people. If we look into the Petition of 
Bight* itself, what does it say ? why that an 
away, raised on kept up, without consent of 
rwbaman^ist contrary to thecenstilution ; but 
it, was never said , that, an army kept up by 
consent of parliament it illegal,: 00 any way 
contsasy to our happa constitution ; intmWe-* 
spec*, therefore, no parallel can he drawn be- 
tween the. passant army, which is, to be kepi 



up only by consent of the people, and snain- 
tained by them, and that army which was 
raised and maintained by king James himself, 
and was so far from being with the concurrence 
or consent of the people, that it waa to be em- 
ployed against them ; and I am persuaded, 
that no man here suspects that the present 
army is to be employed in any such manner. 

" 1 really believe, Sir, and I hope I am right, 
mat there is but very little dissatisfaction in the 
nation, and that the Jacobite party is now be- 
come very inconsiderable ; but still that party 
is not to be ridiculed and made a joke of : we 
are not so much to despite all attempts that 
may be made by them, as not to take any men* 
sures to provide ourselves against them ; such a 
security is the best thing they can wish fbr; 
they would be glad to be despised in such a 
manner. Gentlemen may toy what they 
will of the little consequence of any endeavours 
that have been, or may be used by them ; but 
the late rebellion is a certain testimony that 
they are not to be mo much despised. The 
fate of the kingdom was at that time brought 
even to the decision of a day, and if the revels 
had been successful hot at Preston, I do not 
know what might acve'beeo the consequences ; 
I dread to think of them, but let them have been 
never a* fetal, if the liberties of this nation had 
been overthrown by the success of those rebels, 
it would have been entirely owing to oor having 
so few regular forces on foot at that time. We 
have escaped that danger, bat do not let mi ex- 
pose ourselves every day to such dangers for 
the future, which must be the necessary conse- 
quence of reducing any part of the small 
army now on foot, and desired to be conti- 
nued. 

A Parliamentary Army never yet did any 
harm to this nation, but reductions of that 
army have oftesv been fetal. I have been as- 
sured by a minister of very great consequence 
at the court of France, that the reducing of 
one army after the peace of Ryswick very much 
encouraged the court of France to take such 
measures, and to make such be Id seeps as they* 
afterwards did. They would have been more 
cautious if we had kept ourselves in a capacity 
of pouring in a numerous army upon them ; 
but they saw that we had put it out of our 
power t and therefore they despised us. The re- 
duction of the army after the treaty of Utrecht 
bad not, by good luck, all the ill consequences 
that were designed, but the reduction was/ cer- 
tainly made with no good intent. I have a 
goad opinion enough of the late Queen, she 
had not, perhaps, any ill- intentions ; but I am 
convinced that her ministers had laid a scheme 
for overturning the Protestant Succession ; 
and- they had no other way of executing this 
scheme, but by getting free of ail those brave 
omcers and soldiers who had served therr oono> 
try so fekhfutly in the late ware ; this was what 
made the- army be reduced at that tfrneso row* 
a»it? was : the ministers knew that those honest 
officers would not serve them in the execution 
of 4heir des*tt«^«#che«eByi** they took car* 
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unnecessary at this time, than that which if 
occasioned 1>y maintaining an extraordinary 
number of land forces. Such an exemption 
must be acceptable to his Majesty, who hath 
been most graciously pleased fto open his ses- 
sion with declaring, ' That it is a pleasure to 
' him to give ease to his subjects, whenever the 
' welfare of the public will admit of it/ 

Sir, There can be no doubt, but 'the welfare 
of the public will now admit of reducing our ex- 
pences on the head^of the army. For we have 
the same royal assurance, That the general 
tranquillity of Europe is fully restored and esta- 
blished ; that "all the jarring and contending 
powers are united, all the different views of in- 
terest arid ambition reconciled, by his Majesty's 
extensive influence, and consummate wisdom ; 
that the wounds, which have been long bleed- 
ing, are entirely cured, by his healing hand ; 
that peace and good harmony are returned to- 
gether ; that the duty and affection of tiis sub- 
jects, are all he desires for his paternal love 
nnd concern for them ; that his Government 
has no other security, but what is equally con* 
ducive to their happiness. 

This is the situation, which his Majesty pro* 
mises himself will inspire us with such a sea- 
sonable zeal for the public good, as becomes -* 
parliament sensible of the blessings they enjoy. 
And imagination cannot form a more pleasing 
idea, a more perfect plan of national prosperity, 
than what is here described. Nor could a good 
and gracious prince bring better tidiugs, or 
communicate more .welcome news from the 
throne, to a free people. 

Since then his Majesty has so gloriously per- 
formed his part, let us not be wanting on ours. 
Let us take the earliest opportunity of con- 
vincing those we represent, that they are im- 
mediately^) reap the fruit of his royal labours, 
and that all their grievances will be gradually 
redressed. Let us begin with reducing the 
army, and making them sensible, that it is not 
intended they should any longer bear the bur* 
then and inconveniences of, war, in a day of 
profound peace, and universal tranquillity. " 

If we fail in this great point, the people, who 
did not resign their understandings, when they 
delegated their power to us, know they have a 
ri^ht to judge for themselves. They will not 
be imposed upon by appearances. They will 
he apt; notwithstanding all the fine words they 
hear, and all the fine speeches they read, to 
call this boasted success, these promised bless- 
ings, no more than a mere delusion, a golden 
dream, a chimerical and visionary scene of' 
happiness. 

I wish therefore the honourable person, "who 
moved this question, and the other gentlemen 
who have been hjs coadjutors in the support 
of it, had been a little more explicit. I wish 
ihstead of amaj>it*g the Committee with* a de- 
tail of the. vaiious reductions of our forces 
from the treaty of Rvswick down to this day, 
and assigning wrong causes ana" consequences 
to each of those reductions ; instead of assur- 
ing as, that ; to their own private knowledge, 



to supply their place by a body of above 6000 
men, who were privately kept in pay, and main- 
tained under colour of Chelsea-Hospital; and 
1 the consequence shewed what sort of men these 
1 new troops were, for almost every man of them 
appeared in arms in the late rebellion against 
1 the government. We have heard the treaty of 
Utrecht, upon which this reduction was made, 
applauded by some ; whether it deserves any 
such applause I do not know ; but I am cer- 
tain, that since that time we have been obliged 
to" enter into separate treaties and negotiations 
1 almost with every power in Europe, for amend- 
1 ingor explaining the blunders of that treaty ; 
i and if we are now right, whoever ascribes our 
being so to that treaty, may be said to be like 
a man, who after breaking another's bones, 
and seeing them set again very right, and 
well cured by an able surgeon, cries, you are 
obliged to me, Sir,' for this great cure that has 
been performed upon you. 

After all, Sir, I would not have the friends to 
the present establishment think themselves ab- 
solutely safe and secure ; it is not to be sup- 
posed but that his Majesty has still some pri- 
vate enemies, even in our own country ; peo- 
ple may say what they will about the treatment 
the petition for erecting king William's statue 
lately met with, but I look upon it as an affront 
designedly put upon the Revolution ; and I am 
sure it never could have met with so much 
contempt from any thing, but a spirit ofjacobi- 
tism still subsisting in the country, which can 
never be destroyed but by taking away from 
them all hopes Of success, and this can only be 
dode by keeping up an army sufficient to defend 
us against their utmost efforts. 

Mr. Noel spoke next and said, That he ap- 
proved very much of his Majesty's speech to 
both Houses at the beginning of the session ; 
he was glad to observe, that his Majesty therein 
declared, in so strong terms, his affection for 
his people, but from the motion that had been 
made for suclj a number of troops he thought 
the speech ought to have concluded with these 
words, That his Majesty, to shew his affection for 
his people, would quarter upon them for next 
year but 18,000 men. 

Mr. Shippen stood up, and spoke as follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
I see this question in the same light with 
those gentlemen, who are of opinion that the 
determination of it will shew the people of 
Great Britain, whether they are to enjoy their 
civil constitution, with all its rights and privi- 
leges, or to endure a military government, with 
all its inconveniencies and oppressions. 

However harsh this assertion may sound, it 
is so well founded, that if we cannot now hope 
for a reduction of the army, we may for ever 
despair of it. For this is the conjuncture, this 
is the crisis, when the people of Great Britain 
I may with reason and justice expect, 1 had at- 
| snost said demand, an exemption from every 
| unnecessary tax ; and as none is more grie- 
i m>us at all times, so none seems to be more 
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the officers of the array had frequently, on ex- 
traordinary occasions, assisted the civil magis- 
trates in the execution of their duty ; instead 
of reviving the old exploded argument of dis- 
affection and Jacobitism ; I wish, instead of 
rambling so widely from the point in debate, 
they would have dealt more candidly with their 
audience, and told us plainly, whether they 
think a standing land-force will always be ne- 
cessary to preserve and secure our present 
happy settlement ; or whether they think the 
civil constitution of this kingdom so weakly, 
and so imperfectly framed, as to want some- 
thing of the military power to strengthen and 
sustain it. If they entertain the 6rst of these 
potions, they must s^ive me leave to take no- 
lice, that such an insinuation is unjust, and the 
argument odious, since it is a very gross re- 
flection on our present happy settlement, 
which is founded on the principles of liberty; 
and which you know, Sir, was intended to 
rectify all the errors, and to reform all the 
abuses of preceding reigns. I say, it is a very 
gross reflection on our present settlement, to 
suppose that his Majesty cannot wear his crown 
with safety, but by burthenin^ the nation with 
the constant charge of maintaining near 18,000 
men ; but by establishing a force, which will 
perpetually interfere with the liberty of his sub- 
jects, and consequently shake the foundation 
of his throne. For, however changeable the 
counsels and actions of ministers may be, the 
nature of things is permanent, and it is impos- 
sible, that what has been the constant,, the cer- 
tain cause of destruction to other governments, 
should, by any new schemes, by any refine- 
ments in politics, be made the sole, or at least 
the chief, security of his Majesty's crown. 
It is true indeed, that the parliament has of » 
late years consented to keep up an extraordi- 
nary number of troops in time of peace, for 
- reasons better known to those who gave their 
consent, than to me who opposed them when 
tbey did so : But it has never yielded up, or 
renounced, that fundamental maxim, viz. That 
a land-force in England ought (o be considered, 
as the creature of necessity, which should not 
be allowed to subsist one moment longer, than 
the exigencies of the state require. 

If they entertain the second notion, they are 
equally mistaken in that, as in the first ; for it is 
a notion highly injurious to our constitution, 
which was so happily compounded in its origi- 
nal formation, that it can receive no addition 
or alteration, without prejudice. There is so 
close, so just a connexion betwixt all the parts 
of it, that rf any one should be made indepen- 
* dent of the rest, it would destroy that symme- 
try, which is essential to the whole, and which 
distinguishes it from all . other constitutions. 
The crown, though limited, is armed with pre- 
rogative and power, sufficient, as well to de- 
fend itself, as to protect its subjects. The peo- 
ple are possessed of rights and privileges, in as 
extensive a degree, as is consistent with the 
nature of monarchy, and those rights and privi- 
fcfcti w secured to them, by the strongest and 
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most sacred obligations. Nay, this notion is 
not only injurious, but impracticable; for whal 
I have frequently advanced here mast be uni- 
versally allowed, that the civil and military 
power cannot subsist long together ; and it is 
easy to foretell which will at last prevail, which 
will at last assume the sole dominion. We see 
the fatal effects of Such a conjunction io those 
kingdoms, where armies tyrannise, arid where 
senates servilely obey. 

Now God forbid, that the deliahtrol view, 
the glorious prospect which his Majesty has 
opened to his. subjects, of their present envied 
condition^ and of their future unspeakable feli- 
cities, should terminate in confusion and cala- 
mity. God forbid, that any compliance, any 
resolution of ours should endanger, or alter the 
best constituted, the best balanced government 
in Europe. For as it is the glory of our ances- 
tors, that they have maintained it in opposition 
to all the attempts of innovation, and that they 
have transmitted it entire to their posterity ; so 
it will be a mark of eternal infamy to that gene- 
ration, in whose time i,t shall happen, either by 
the ambition of the prince, or by the treachery 
of the ministry,, or by the slavishness of the 
people, to be surrendered, or destroyed. 

But I forbear running into general argu- 
ments. I forbear too answering the distinc- 
tions, which have been made, betwixt parlia- 
ment-armies and crown-armies. For, by what 
epithets soever distinguished, or by what au- 
thority soever raised or allowed, armies are in 
their nature the same, and the danger of con- 
tinuing them the same, as I have formerly en- 
deavoured to prove, when the ministry required 
for many sessions an extraordinary number of 
land forces, only because they had by .their 
negligence, or by their insufficiency, so incum- 
bered and embarrassed the public affairs, that 
they wanted a stronger guard^ a more effectual 
support to secure their administration, than 
their own wisdom and conduct. 

" But the case is altered, and his Majesty 
has extricated us out of all the difficulties, out 
of the long unsettled state of affairs, in which 
his ministers had involved us. I therefore rest 
the whole debate on the circumstances we are, 
said to be in at this day, and in that view J take 
it to be impossible for any one, who is a well- 
wisher to the true and an dent constitution of 
this kingdom, to vote for the question as it now 
stands. I submit indeed to the amendment 
made by a noble lord, [lord Morpeth] for a 
smaller number of forces than was at first pro- 
posed, I mean for 12,000 rather than near 
18,000 men, only as it is the minus Malum, and 
not because I think that number now neces- 
sary for our preservation, nor because I, think 
any number ought ever to be admitted into ouf 
establishment, or considered as a part of our 
constitution, on any pretence whatsoever. 

Sir Roberf Walpole stood up next, and sonde, 
the following speech : 

Sir ; I findthe gentlemen, who oppose the mo- 
tion jmade by my boa. ftiew^ barcajl ajpug ar^ 
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ato army of British subjects, whatever way 
ketft up or modelled, is not to be trusted to by 
k Kins who makes any attempts Upon the liber- 
ties of the people; but if such an army raised 
and maintained without cOnserit of parliament 
was, we find, not to be trusted to by a King 
who had such designs, how much less can 
any man depend for the execution of such de- 
signs upon an army such as we have at present? 
An army raised, iepi up, and maintained by 
the people : an army that may be dismissed hf 
them when they please ; and an army that u 
commanded by gentlemenjof some of the best es- 
tates and families amongst us, who never can be 
supposed capable of joining in any measures for 
enslaving a country where they have so greai 
an interest, and where their ancestors have so 
often signalized themselves in the cause of 
^ liberty. It is not therefore to be imagined, that 
ever such an army can be of any dangerous 
consequence to our liberties, were they much 
more numerous than they are proposed to be* 

It is certain, that every state id Europe now 
measures the Strength of their neighbours by 
the number of regular troops they can brine 
into the field; the number, or even the braver} 
of any Militia is not now much regarded, and 
therefore the influence and the credit that 
every state in Europe has, or can expect in the 
public negociations thereof, depends entirely 
upon the number of regular troops they can 
command upon any emergency ; we must there- 
fore conclude, that if we reduce the number of 
our forces, bur influence abroad will decrease ; 
our enemies will begin to imagine, that they 
may catch' great advantages of us, or at least 
of our allies, before we can be in a condition 
to afford any' considerable assistance to our 
friends, or do any great injury to them ; upon 
which account I cannot think it prudent to 
make any great reduction of our army, before 
the treaties we have made for establishing the, 
"tranquillity of Europe are rally and absolutely 
secured by such alliances, as may make the 
execution of What we have stipulated end 
agreed upon, certain and indisputable. 

But eve'n as to our security at home, Ida 
not think, Sir, that it can bear any reduction ac 
present; we do not know what sudden and un- 
expected attempts may be made upon us ; and 
notwithstanding the great army we have, as is 
pretended, at present, it is certain that we 
could not in several weeks time bring 6000 
men of regular forces together in any part of 
the island, for opposing any invasion that may 
happen to be made upon us, without stripping 
our capital, and leaving it without ^ny defence 
against its open or secret enemies. Tnose wh6 
tell us, that there were no more than 7009 
men in England daring the course of the late 
war, forget that we had at that time 4000 or 
5000 men in Scotland, and had all along a 
great army abroad at our command, which we 
could bring over when we pleased, and did 
actually bring over 10,000 men from Flanders, 
immediately upon the first certain accounts we 
had that the ^ French designed an invasion ia 



gued, as if the number of forces how proposed 
were to be kept up against law, or to continue 
for ever ; whereas the very design of the motion 
made to this House is, in order to have a law 
for keeping them up ; apd all 'that the gentle- 
man wants by his motion is, that they shall be 
continued for this year only. The case then 
Before us is, whether it will be more proper, 
and more for the benefit of the nation, to keep 
lip the number proposed for one year, or by an 
ill-timed frugality to reduce some part of them, 
and thereby expose the nation to be contemned 
end despised by our neighbours round us, and 
that at a time when the public tranquillity is 
But just settled, and before we can know whe- 
ther some of our neighbouring powers are satis- 
fied or not. Nations, as well as private men, 
must accommodate their measures to the times 
they live in. The circumstances of Europe are 
now much altered from what they were in for- 
mer days ; but a very few ages ago there was 
no such thing in Europe as what we now call a 
standing army ; there was nothing but the mili- 
tia in any country, arid therefore it was no way 
necessary for us to have any thing else. If we 
quarrelled with any of our neighbours, we were 
sure they had nothing but Militia to bring 
against us, our Militia was, and I hope is still 
as good as theirs, but I do not believe that any 
man will say, that the militia of any country 
can be made fully as good as regular troops bred 
up to discipline, and accustomed to command 
for many years ; the thing is impossible, and is 
so looked on by all the powers of Europe : 
There is not now a sovereign state in Europe, 
but keeps a body of regular troops in their pay ; 
there are none of our neighbours but what 
keep a much greater number than we do; and 
therefore it is become in a manner absolutely 
necessary for us to keep some; we must have 
some regular troops to oppose to those that 
may upon a sudden emergency be brought 
against us, and to obstruct and oppose their 
passage till we have time to raise more : The 
only question is, how great a number we ought 
to keep, and in what manner they are to be kept 
up, and so as not to be dangerous to our con- 
stitution ? 

As to the preventing of any danger, arising 
frdm the regular forces kept up, I do not think 
there can be a better method proposed, than 
that of keeping them up only by authority of 
parliament, and continuing them only from 
year to year ; by this method, Sir, they must 
always be dependent upon, and subservient to 
the parliament or people, and consequently 
can never be made use of for any thing, but 
for the preservation and safety of the people 
against all attempts foreign and domestic; and 
while they are kept up in this manner, they 
will always be 7 a terror to our enemies, without 
subjecting us to any of those misfortunes which 
dther countries have fallen into. A standing 
army, I find, is represented by some gentlemen, 
who have spoke upon the other side of the 
question, as riot to be depended on even by the 
King, whose service they are in. I grant that 
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Scotland, which made the number of regular 
forces then in the island above 20,p00, and 
shews that we were very far from relying upon 
the 7,000 men we then had in England, for our 
sole defence in the time of danger : besides, we 
ought to consider that the king of France was 
then wholly taken up in defending his own 
territories ,and settling his son in the possession 
of the Spanish Monarchy ; he had opt time to 
think of the Pretender, nor could he sparj& any 
troops for making an invasion upon us. 

Whereas, should that nation, or any other 
begin now to have a quarrel with us; the first 
tbmg they would probably do, would be to 
endeavour to steal in the Pretender upon us 
with a good body of regular troops ; which at- 
tempt they will always be the more ready to 
n\ake, the fewer regular forces we have at 
home to oppose them : We have rtow no army 
ftbroad at our command ; our allies might per- 
haps have no. more than were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the defence of their own territories, 

. and though they had, we know what a tedious 
affair it is before they can be brought over to 
our assistance ; we Cannot therefore properly 
put our trust in any but those which we have 
within the Island, the number proposed is the 
smallest we can trust to, till the affairs of Eu- 
rope be so settled, as that we can be in no 
danger of^an attack. 

I must take notice, Sir, that all those who 
are professed enemies to our constitution, and 
to the Protestant succession, exclaim loudly* 
against a standing army : There is not, I be- 
lieve, a Jacobite in the land, but what appears 
strenuously against the keeping up so great a 

- number of regular forces : I must, Sir, upon 
this occasion, acquaint you with a story that 
happened to me but the other day. Some bills 
having been lately sent over from Ireland for 
his Majesty's approbation, and among them 
©ne against the papists'of that kingdom; coun- 
sel were admitted to be heard for and against 
the Bill ; In arguing of this matter, it happened 
that the counsel for the Papists had occasion 
to refer to the articles of Limerick, and there- 
fore wanted them to be read ; but there being 
no copy of tliem then at the counsel board, 
their solicitor, who was a Papist, pulled a little 
book out of his pocket, and from thence , read 
the Articles; I supposed that this little book 
was his Vade Mecum, and v therefore I desired 
to look upon it, and found that it contained 
those articles of Limerick, the French king's 
declaration against the States of Holland in, 
the year 1701, and three arguments against a 
•tanding army : from whence I concluded, that 
this solicitor was a notable holderforth in 
coffee-houses against the pernicious conse- 
quences or a standing army; and I do not 
doabt, bnt that if he were a member of this 
Hoijse, he would be one of the keenest among, 
us against the present question* For which 
reason, Sir, I shall glory in being one of those 
that are for it 



- Mr % William Pulteney* replied as follows. 

Sir; 

We have heard a great deal about parlia- 
mentary armies, and about an army continued 
from year to year ; I have always been. Sir, 
and always shall be against a standing army of 
any kind ; to me it is a terrible thing whether 
under that of parliamentary or any other de- 

*'* Mr. Pulteney being born to ajplentiful for- 
tune, he early had a seat in the House of Com- 
mons, and begao to distinguish himself byfbeing 
a warm partizan against the ministry in the 
reign of queen Anne. He had sagacity to de- 
tect their errors, and spirited eloquence suffi- 
cient to expose them. These services were well 
rewarded by king George 1, who, upon coming 
to the throne, raised Mr. Pulteney to the place 
of secretary at war, in the year 1714. Not 
long after he was raised to be cofferer to his 
. Majesty's boushold ; but the intimacy between 
this gentleman and sir Robert Walpole, who 
then acted as prime minister, was soon inter- 
rupted, by its being suspected that sir Robert 
was desirous of extending the limits of the pre- 
rogative, and promoting the interest of Hanover, 
at the expence of his country. 

" Nor did Mr. Pulteney confine his displea- 
sure at the minister to his person only, but to 
all his measures ; so that s>ome have been of 
opinion, that he opposed sir Robert often, when 
the measures he pursued were beneficial to the 
public. 

" This course of steady opposition at last be- 
came so obnoxious to the crown, that the King, 
•on the 1st day of July, 1731, called for the coun- 
cil book, and with his own hand struck the name 
of William Pulteney, esq. out of the list of privy 
counsellors: his Majesty further ordered him 
to be put out of all commissions of the peace ; 
the several lord lieutenants, from whom he had 
received deputations, were commanded to re- 
voke them ; and the lord chancellor and secre- 
taries of state were directed to give the neces- 
sary orders for that purpose. 

" A proceeding so viojent in the ministry 
only served to inflame this gentleman's resent- 
ment, and increase his popularity. It was 
sometime after this, that he made that celebrat- 
ed speech, in which he compared the ministry 
to an empiric, and the constitution of England 
t6 his patients. " This pretender in physic," 
said he, " being consulted, tells the distemper- 
' ed person, there were but two . or three ways 
' of treating his disease, and he was afraid that 
' none of them would succeed. A vomit might 
' throw him into convulsions that would occa- 
' sion immediate death; a purge might bring 
4 on a diarrhoea that would carry him off in a 
1 short time ; and he had been already bled so 
' much, and so often, that he could bear it no 
' longer. The unfortunate patient, shocked at 
' this declaration, replies, ' Sir. you have always 
4 pretended to he a regular doctor, but I now 
' find you are an arrant quack ; I had an excel- 
1 lent constitution when I first fell into your 
' hands, but you have quite destroyed it ; and 
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tignation ; a standing army is still a standing 
army, whatever name it be called by ; they are 
a body of men distinct from the body of the 
people • they are governed by different laws : 
blind obedience, and an entire submission to 
the orders of their commanding officer is their 

* now I find I have no other chance for saving 
% 4 my life, but by calling for the help of some re- 

' gular physician/ 

" In the year 1741, when sir Robert found 
bis place of prime minister no longer tenable, 
he wisely resigned all his employments, and 
was created earl of Orford. His op posers, 
among whom Mr. Pulteney had long been fore- 
most, were assured of being provided for ; and, 
among several other promotions, Mr. Pulteney 
was sworn of the privy council, and soon after- 
wards created earl of Bath. He had long lived 
in the very focus of popular observation, and 
was respected as the chief bulwark against the 
encroachments of the crown. But, from the 
moment he accepted a title, all his favour with 
the people was at an end ; and the rest of his 
life was spent in contemning that applause 
which he could no longer secure." — Biographi- 
cal Dictionary. 

44 Mr. Pulteney was the head of the opposi- 
tion in the House of Commons. He was a 
professed whig, and as such he opposed the 
minister ; but he never intended that this op- 
position should be carried farther than to re- 
trieve the nation from those measures, which as 
• a whig he thought to be wrong, and which he 
blamed the minister, who had risen upon the 
whig interest, for pursuing." — Tindal. 

" Mr. Pulteney inherited from nature a good 
understanding, which he had studiously culti- 
vated ; he was one of the most learned members 
in the House of Commons; extremely well 
qualified to judge of literary productions; well 
read in history and politics ; deeply skilled in 
the British constitution, the detail of govern- 
ment, and the nature of the finances. He 
»(>oke with freedom, fluency, and uncommon 
warmth of declamation, which was said to be 
the effect of personal animosity to sir Robert 
^ Walpole, with whom he had formerly been con- 
nected. 

" Soon after he was made earl of Bath, he 
declared in the House of Lords, * That he con- 
sidered, it as an act of cowardice and mean- 

* ness to fail passively down the stream of popu- 
4 larityj and to suffer his reason and integrity 

* to be overborne by the noise of vulgar cla- 
4 mors, which had been raised against the mea- 

* sures of government by the low arts of exag- 
4 geration, fallacious reasonings, and partial re- 
4 presentations/ The, very language winch sir 
Robert Walpole had often used against Mr. 
Pulteney and his confederates in the House of 
Commons."— Smollett. 

44 Mr. Pulteney was formed by nature for so- 
cial and convivial pleasures. Resentment made 
him engage in business. He had thought him- 



only principle. The nations around us, Sir, 
are already enslaved, and have been enslaved 
by those verv means; by means of their stand* 
ing armies they have every one lost their liber- 
ties ; it is indeed impossible that the liberties 
of the people ean be preserved, in any country 

self slighted by sir Robert Walpole, to whom he 
publicly avowed not only revenge, but utter 
destruction. He had lively and shining parts, 
a surprizing quickness of wit, and a happy turn 
to the most amusing and entertaining kinds of 
poetry, as epigrams, ballads, odes, &c. ; in all 
which he had an uncommon facility. His com- 
positions in that way were sometimes satirical, 
often licentious, but always full of wit. 

" He had a quick and clear conception of 
business, could equally detect and practise so- 
phistry. He could state and explain the most 
intricate matters, even in figures, with the ut- 
most perspicuity. His parts were rather above 
business; and the warmth of his imagination, 
joined to the impetuosity and restlessness of 
his temper, made him incapable of conducting 
it long together with prudence and steadiness. 

" He was a most complete orator and debater 
in the House of Commons; eloquent, enter- 
taining, persuasive, strong, and pathetic, as oc- 
casion required; for he had arguments, wit 9 
and tears, at his command. His breast was 
the seat of all those passions which degrade our 
nature, and disturb our reason. There tl ey 
raged in perpetual conflict; but avarice, the 
meanest of them all, generally triumphed, ruled 
absolutely, and in many- instances, which I 
forbear to mention, most scandalously. 

44 His sudden passion was outrageous, but 
supported by great personal courage. Nothing 
exceeded bis ambition but his avarice ; they 
often accompany, and are frequently and reci- 
procally the causes and the effects of each 
other; but the latter is always a clog upon the 
former. He affected good-nature and com- 
passion, and perhaps his heart might feel the 
misfortunes and distresses of his fellow-crea- 
tures, but his hand was seldom or never stretch- 
ed out to relieve them. Though he was an 
able actor of truth and sincerity, he could 
occasionally lay them aside, to serve the pur- 
poses of his ambition or avarice. . 

" He was once in the greatest point of view 
that ever I beheld any subject in. When th% 
Opposition, of which he was the leader in the 
House of Commons* prevailed at last against 
sir Robent Walpole, he became the af biter be- 
tween the crown and the people : tne former 
imploring his protection, the latter his support. 
In that critical moment his various jarring pas- 
sions were in the highest ferment, and for. a 
while suspended his ruling one. Sense of 
shame made him hesitate at turning courtier . 
on a sudden, after having acted the patriot so 
long, and with so much applause; and his pride 
made him declare, that he would accept of no 
place, vainly imagining, that he could by such 
a simulated and temporary self-denial preserve 
bis popularity with the public, and his power at 
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where m numerouti standing army is kept up. 
Shall we tbcn take any of our measures from 
the examples of oar neighbours? No, Sir, upon 
the contrary, from their misfortunes we ought 
to learn to avoid those rock* upon which they 
have split. 

court. He was mistaken in both. The King 
bated hiiu almost as much for what he might 
have done, as for what be had done ; and a mot- 
ley ministry was formed, which by no means 
desired bis company. The nation looked upon 
him as a deserter, and he shrunk into insignifi- 
cancy and an earldom. 

" He made several attempts afterwards to 
retrieve the opportunity he nad lost, but in 
vain ; his situation would not allow it. He was 
fixed in the' House of Lords, that hospital of in- 
curables ; and bis retreat to popularity was cut 
off: for the confidence of the public, when once 
great and once lost is never to be regained. 
He lived afterwards in retirement with the 
wretched comfort of Horace's miser; (Populus 
me sibilat, &c.) I may, perhaps, be suspected 
to have given too -strong colouring to some fea- 
tures of this portrait ; but I solemnly protest, 
that I have drawn it conscientiously, and to 
the best of my knowledge, from a very long ac- 
quaintance with, and observation of, the original. 
Nay, I have rather softened than heightened 
the colouring."— Lord Chesterfield. 

"In 1730 Pulteney placed himself at the 
head of the discontented Whig*. In conjunc- 
tion with Bo lingbroke, his ancient antagonist, 
he became the principal supporter of the Crafts- 
- man, to -which paper he gave many essays, and 
furnished hints and observations. 

" At this period, Polteney was greatly 
courted by the foreign ministers of those pow- 
ers who were displeased with the measures of 
the British Cabinet, and by none more than 
by Palm, the imperial ambassador, who ca- 
balled with opposition and endeavoured to 
overturn the ministry. 

" The controversy in 1731, which passed 
between Pulteney and Walpole's friends and 
.pamphleteers, widened the breach, and render- 
ed it irreparable. The Craftsman was full of 
invectives against Walpole, and the measures 
of his administration. In answer to this paper, 
a pamphlet was published under the title of 

* Sedition and Defamation Displayed in a 
Letter to the Author of the Craftsman, with 
a motto from Juvenal, 

* Ande aliqnid hrevibus Gyaris, etcarcere dignuro, 

* Si vis esse aliquis 

It contained a violent, and, according to the 
spirit of the political pamphlets of the' times, a 
scurrilous abuse oi Pulteney and Bolingbroke. 
The character of Pulteney is pourtrayed in 
the colours of party, in a dedication to {he 
patrons of the Craftsman ; and his opposition 
is wholly attributed to disappointed ambition 
and personal pique, {n answer to this pam- 
phlet, which he supposed t*be written by lord 



H signifies nothing to tell me, that oor army 
is commanded by such gentlemen as cannot 
be supposed to join in any measures for en- 
slaving their country ; it may be so ; I hope it 
is so ; I have a very good opinion of many gen- 
tlemen now in the army ; I believe they would 



Hervey, the great friend and supporter of sir 
Robert Walpole, he wrote, 4 A proper Reply 
' to a late scurrilous Libel, intituled Sedition 
* and Defamation Displayed, in a Letter to 
' the Author; by Caleb D'Anvers of Grays 
' Inn, esq." 

" In this pamphlet, Mr. Pulteney introduces 
the character of sir Robert Walpole, which it 
must be confessed does not yield, either in 
scurrility or misrepresentation, to that of PuU 
teney, given in ' Sedition and Defamation Dis* 
' played. 

" In this publication, the Author treated lord 
Hervey with such contempt, and lashed him 
with such ridicule, in allusion to his effeminate 
appearance, as a species of half man and half 
woman, which Pope, in his character of Sporus 
has no less illiberally adopted, that lord Hervejr 
was highly offended, a duel ensued, and Pulte- 
ney slightly wounded his antagonist. It after 
wards appeared that lord Hervey did not com- 
pose this pamphlet ; and Pulteney acknowledged 
bis mistake, and imputed it, without sufficient 
authority, to Walpole himself, fit was written 
by sir William Yonge, Secretary at War, as he 
himself informed the late lord Ilardwicke.J 

" As one great source of obloquy vented by 
the ministerial writers against Pulteney, was 
his junction with Bolingbroke, who, when 
driven from his country, bad espoused the 
party of the Pretender, a letter by Bolingbroke 
appeared in the Craftsman of May 22, 1731, 
with the fictitious name of Old-castle, which, 
after heaping many charges on the minister, 
drew the characters of Pulteney and Boling- 
broke in a most favourable light, and vindicate 
ed them from the imputations of the writers on 
the side of government. 

" This Letter produced an Answer, intitules 1 , 
' Remarks on the Craftsman's Vindication of 
' his two honourable Patrons, in bis paper of 
' May 22, 1731. Par Nobile Fratrum In 
which the two characters commended by the 
Craftsman, were attacked with increasing as- 
perity, and Pulteney was loaded with the roost 
virulent personal abuse, by ransacking his pri- 
vate life, prying into his domestic concerns and 
family transactions, by accusing him of acting 
solely from disappointment and revenge, of 
being governed by veteran Jacobites, of dis- 
respect to the king, ingratitude to the minister, 
of sbariug the bounties, and adding to the pen-* 
sions of the crown, and of having obtained the 
fee-simple of 9,000& per annum, by the favour, 
indulgence, and assistance of the minister, 
whom he had sworn to destroy. Perhaps her 
would have acted a more prudent and dignified 
part, in not making any reply to the invective 
of a party pamphlet ; but, as he conceited if 
to have bee* written, o* at least the i 
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•Hot join in any such measures f but their lives 
«re uncertain, nor can we be sure how long 
they may be continued in command ; they may 
be all dismissed in a moment, and proper tools 
of power put in their room.' Besides, Sir, we 
know the passions of men, we know how dan- 
gerous it is to trust the best of men with too 
much power ; where was there a braver army' 
than that under Julius Casar? Where was 
there ever an army that had served their coun- 
try more faithfully ? That array was commanded 
generally by the best citisens of Rome, by 
men of great fortune and figure in their country ; 
yet that army enslaved their country. The af- 
fections of their soldiers towards* their country, 
the honour and integrity of the under-officers, 
are not to be depended on ; by the military 
law, the administration of justice is so quick, 
end the punishments so severe, that neither 
officer nor soldier dares offer to dispute the or- 
ders of his supreme commander ; he must not 
consult his own inclinations : If an officer were 
commanded to pull his own father out of this 
House, he must do it ; he dares not disobey ; 
immediate 'death would be the sure consequence 
of the least grumbling. And if an officer were 
sent into the Court of Requests, accompanied 
by a body of musketeers with screwed bayonets, 
and wijh orders to tell us what we ought to do, 
and how we were to vote, I know what would 
be the duty of this House ; I know it would be 
our duty to order the officer to be taken and 
hanged up at the door of the Lobby : but Sir, 
I doubt much if such a spirit could be found in 
the House, or in any House of Commons that 
will ever be in England. ' 



to have been furnished by the minister, his in- 
dignation was roused, and he published an ani- 
mated defence of himself 'and his own conduct, 
a work to which I have frequently alluded, as 
eon raining much curious information on the 
origin and progress ofthe quarrel between him 
and Walpole. It is styled, • An Answer to one 

part of a late infamous libel, intituled, " Re- 
-marks on the Craftsman's Vindication of his 
*. two honourable Patrons;" in which the cna- 
' racter and conduct of Mr. P. is fully vin- 
** dicated.' Addressing it to sir Robert Wal- 
aole, he says of the pamphlet in which he had 
Veen so indecently abused, " There are seve- 
ral passages of secret history in it falsely 
stated and misrepresented, which could come 
from nobody but yourself. -You might, per- 
feaps, employ some of your mercenaries to 
work them up for you ; but the ingredients are 
certainly your own. '* 

; " In the course of the defence, Mr. Pulteney 
gives us his account of the conversation about 
making him Secretary of State, which he ac- 
cuses Walpole of having disclosed, and mis- 
represented. And as Walpole had thrown out 
to him the bait ofthe secretaryship, to prevent, 
if possible, lii8 opposing ' the payment of the 
Xing's debts, the secret bistdry of that trans- 
, action, as far as Pulteney was concerned, is 
ia^d before the public. Having gone; througb 



Sir, I talk not of imaginary things ; I talk of 
what has happened to an English House of 
Commons, 'and from an English Army, not 
only from an English Army, but an Army that 
was raised by that very House of Commons, an 
Army that was paid by them, and an Army that 
was commanded by Generals appointed by 
them; therefore, do" not let us vainly imagine, 
that an Army raised and maintained by au- 
thority of Parliament will always be submissive 
to them : If an Army be so numerous as to have 
it in their power to overawe the Parliament, 
they will l>e submissive as long as. the Parlia- 
ment does nothing to disoblige their favourite 
general; but when that case happens, I am 
afraid that instead of the Parliament's dismiss- 
ing the army, the army will dismiss, the Parlia- 
ment, as they have doue heretofore. Nor does 
the legality or illegality of that Parliament, or 
of that army, alter the case, for with respect to 
that army, and according to their way of think- 
ing, the Parliament dismissed by them was a 
legal Parliament; they were an army raised 
and maintained according to law, and at first 
they were raised, as they imagined, for the 
preservation of those Liberties which they after- 
ward* destroyed. 

It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the 
Protestant Succession must be for continuing 
the Army 5 for that very reason, Sir, I am 
against continuing the Army: I know that 
neither the Protestant Succession in his Majes- 
ty's most illustrious house, nor any succession 
can ever be safe as long as there is a Standing 
Army in the country. Armies* Sir, have no 
regard to hereditary Successions. The first two- 

that part of his/ defence he proceeds, " Since 
now we are upon the heads of secret history^ 
which you have opened, I must explain ano- 
ther point in this gentleman's defence, con- 
cerning the reconciliation between his late ma- 
jesty and the present king, from whence it will- 
appear, whether you or this gentleman was 
most greedy of employments, and who dis- 
covered the truest zeal tor the honour of his pre* 
sent majesty/' 

u The disclosure of this secret! conversation, 
and of the contemptuous expressions which 
Walpole is said to have uttered against the 
king, when prince of Wales, instead of irrjtat- 
1 iug him against the minister, only raised hit 
resentment higher against Pulteney Frank- 
lin, the printer of the pamphlet, was arrested ; 
PulteneyV name was struck out of~the list of 
privy counsellors, and he was put out of all 
commissions of the peace, measures whicj* 
tendered to render the' breach irreparable. 
Such was indeed the bitterness of party, and 
the animosity against . the minister, that Pul- 
teney does not hesitaie to declare, that " the 
opposition had come to a determined resolution, 
not to listen to any treaty whatsoever, or from 
whomsoever it may come, in which the first and 
principal condition should not be to deliver 
him up to the justice of the country." Go*e'» 
Wnlpole. ..... ^ . 
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Ctesars at Rome djd pretty well, and found 
means to keep their armies in tolerable subjec- 
tion, because the generals and officers were all 
-their own creatures; but how did it fare with 
their successors ? Was not every one of them 
named by the army without any regard to 
hereditary right, or to any right ? A cobler, a 

Sirdener, or any' man who happened to raise 
mself in the army, and could gain their affec- 
tions, was made emperor of the world : Was 
not every succeeding Emperor raised to the 
throne, or tumbled headlong into the dust, ac- 
cording to the meet whim or mad frenzy of the 
soldiers ? 

^We are told, Ho ! Gentlemen, but this array 
is desired to be continued but for one year 
longer, it is not desired to ' be continued for 
any term of years*: bow absurd is this distinc- 
tion ! Is there any army in the world continued 
for any term of years ? Does the most absolute 
monarch tell his army, that he is to continue 
them for any number of years, or any number 
of months ? How long have we already continued 
our army from year >to year ? And if it thus 
continues, wherein will it differ from the Stand- 
ing Armies of those countries which have al- 
ready submitted their necks to the yoke ? We 
are now come to the Rubicon ; our array is 
now to be reduced, or it never will ; from his 
Majesty's own mouth we are assured of a pro- 
found tranquillity abroad ; we know there is one 
at home ; if this is not a proper time, if these 
circumstances do not afford us a safe oppor- 
tunity for reducing at least a part of our regular 
forces, we never can expect to see any reduc- 
tion ; and this nation, already overloaded with 
debts and taxes, must be loaded with the heavy 
charge of perpetually supporting a numerous 
Standing Army ; and remain for ever exposed 
to the danger of having its Liberties and Privi- 
leges trampled upon, by any future king or 
ministry, who shall take it in their heads to do 
so, and shall take a proper care to model the 
army for that purpose, 

Then the question was put, on sir William 
Strickland's motion^ which was agreed to, with- 
out any Amendment, by 241 against 171. 

Debate in the Commons, on Mr. Pulteney's 
Motion for an Account of what Savings had been 
made by Vacancies in the Army."] Jan. $7. Mr . 
William Pultcney moved, " That an humble 
Address be presented to his Majesty, that he 
would be graciously pleased to give directions 
to the proper officers, to lay before the House 
an Account of what Commissions in the Army 
and Governments of Garrisons had been kept 
vacant, and what Savings had been made there- 
upon.'* Upon this 

- Sir William Strickland stood up and said, 
4 That no such Account had ever been kept at 
tb#' War Office ; the custom there was, that 
when any officer died, the Commissary certified 
his death to that officer, in order that the pay 
might bestopt ; and they never began to issue 
any money upon that account till a new com- 
mission was lodged in that office.' 



Sir William Yonge * added, That whatever 
Savings could possibly he upon that account 
amounted to such a small sum, that if was a 
mere trifle, and was not worth being taken any 
notice of by that House. 

Mr. Henry Pelham laid, That all the time he 
had been in that office, and he believed it was 
so still, no commissions were ever kept vacant 
for any time : that ft was always his Majesty's 
custom to fill up every commission in the army 
immediately after it became vacant, so that 
there could be little or no Savings upon that 
account; and if there was any, the custom had 
always been to leave it to be disposed of by 
his Majesty, in such manner as he thought fit. 
Hereupon 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke as follows ? 
Sir; I made this motion in a manner by 
mere accident; but I do not think it is any 
argument against it to tell us, that the Savings 
amount to but a mere trifle; we shall be best 
judges of that, when we see the Accounts laid 
before us ; and let it amount to what it will, if 
it is saved, (I will not say sunk, being a hard 
word) we ought to inquire into the application 
of it. % I believe there are not a great many 
Commissions kept long vacant, but I am sure 
there have been some that have been kept 
vacant for a considerable time, we ought at 
least to have -an Account of them ; because I 
observe, there is a demand every year brought 
in, which is called, * An Account of Services 
< incurred and not provided for;' I think, the 
most proper way of answering this Account w, 
to have ' An Account of Services provided for 
• and not performed.' I am persuaded that in 
the Civil List Revenue there is not an office 
vacant for a day, but what the Savings thereby 
are brought to account, and disposed of in the 
most frugal manner. I think the same good 
management ought to be observed in the army. 

General Ross said, That he supposed the 
same method was observed now, that was for- 
merly observed in Flanders : that he knew no 
commission was then kept vacant for any time; 
as soon as ever the death of any officer was 
certified, a new commission was granted to 
some other in his place, and what little Savings 
could be made that way were always left to the 
disposal of the general, and were applied by 
him in such manner as he thought most proper 
for the public service. 
Mr. Booth spoke next: 
Sir; Whatever is given for the maintenance 
of the Army is a part of the public money, and 
it is our business to call for the Accounts, and., 
inquire into the disposal of every farthing of 

* Smollett describes sir William Yonge as a 
man " who rendered himself serviceable and 
necessary, by stooping to all compliances,, ruo- 
' ning upon every scent, and haranguing oh every 
subject with an even, uninterrupted, tedious 
flow of dull declamation, composed of assertions 
without veracity, conclusion from fa/lse ' p^e'mi* 
ses, words without meaning, and lafc^uage, 
; without prejirieiy/' . .. 
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snch money. If the Savings' by vacant commis- 
sions have hitherto been well and properly ap- 
plied, the'y who advised such applications will 
have the more honour, and if there have been 
any misapplications", this House ought to take 
care to prevent any such - for the future. Iu 
past times the Savings upon this account may 
perhaps amount to but a trifle ; however it is 
certain, that considering the great number .of 
Officers we maintain, a very large sum may be 
annually saved ; and if we never call for any 
such account, commissions may in time of 
peace be kept vacant for a long time, on pur- 
pose thereby to raise money, in order to convert 
it to uses that ma) be prejudicial to the nation. 
Then, 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up and said: 
Sir ; During all the time that the duke of 
Marlborough commanded our armies, there was 
never any commission became vacant but was 
immediately filled up ; there was indeed general- 
ly about a week allowed for the filling up of any 
vacancy, but what was saved that way was gene- 
rally given to the colonel of the regiment, to an- 
swer some of the extraordinary expences he was 
sometimes pat to: or it was given to the officer 
that succeeded, to defray the charges he might 
be at upon account of his new commission. 
The same custom is still observed, and any 
little Savings that happen between the death 
of one officer, and the putting of another 
in his room, have always been disposed of 
by his Majesty in the manner I have men- 
tioned, or have been applied to charitable 
uses, and given in small sums to those of 
the array who stood in need of any such. I 
hope this House does not intend to take the 
disposal of such small charities into their own 
hands, contrary to the custom that has always 
hitherto been observed. I do not think this 
House can be po good judges as a beard of 
general officers in the disposal of such chari- 
ties; and while it is left to his Majesty, he can 
always have the advice of such a board when 
any small sum is to be disposed of in that way. 
As to the Civil List there are no savings by any 
vacancies in that part of the revenue ; every 
place is filled up as soon as it becomes vacant, 
an the same manner as it is in the army, the 
management in both is the same, and in both 
there is as much frugality as possible. 

Then the question being put on Mr. Pul- 
teney's Motion it was carried in the negative. 

Further Debate in the Commons on the 
Number of the Land Forces.] This del»ate 
being over, sir Charles Turner reported the 
Resolutions of the Committee on the Sup- 
ply, as follows, 1. « That the Number of ef- 
fective men, to be provided for i»uarri3 and 
garrisons in Great Britain, and for Guernsey 
and Jersey for the year 1^732, be, including 
1815 Invalids, and 555 men, which the «ix In- 
dependent companies consist of for the service 
of the Highlands, If ,709 men, commission and 
non-commission officers included. 9. That a 
sum not exceeding 653,116/, 10*. id. be 
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granted to his Majesty, for defraying the charge 
of the said 17,709 men." 

The first of the above Resolutions was agreed 
to by the House, without any new debate, but 
upon putting the question as to the second, 

Mr. Walter Plumer stood up, and spoke as 
follows: 1 * 

Mr. Speaker ; There was last night such a 
long debate upon the first of these Resolutions, 
and such a disturbance upon the seqond, that I 
could not then have an opportunity to speak to 
it. I hope therefore, Sir, that the House will, 
now indulge me with a little time to give my 
sentiments even as to this second Resolution. 
Sir, it is highly necessary for the good and wel- 
fare of thfs nation, that every farthing of the 
charge which the people are put to should be 
publicly known, and fully considered by this 
House ; the nation ought nbt to be cheated, 
and made to believe, that the maintaining of 
this 18,000 men cost them only 653,000/. when 
in reality it costs them a great deal more. Be* 
sides the money that is raised among the peo- 
ple, and paid into the bands of the government, 
for maintaining this Army, there is not an inn- 
keeper, an ale-house, or a brandy«-shop in the 
nation, but what pays a very great additional 
tax, by way of Quarters for the officers and sol- 
diers. '. • 

But there is still, Sir, a much greater evil 
arises from this hidden way of raising money 
upon the people. It is. Sir, an arbitrary and 
an unequal way of raising money, and conse- 
quently affords to those who have the manage- 
ment of the Army, an opportunity of oppressing; 
some people, or some parts of the nation. If 
any country, if any borough in this kingdom 
disobliges those in power, by sending represen- 
tatives to this House, who do not vote as the* 
ministers would have them, it is in the^power'of 
the government, even without any pretence foe 
so doing* to send a great number of the regular 
forces to be quartered upon that county, op 
that borough ; by which meaus a much greater 
sum is raised upon die people of that county or 
borough, than is proportionally raised in any 
other part of the nation ; nay, even if any pri« 
vate inn-keeper^ or ale-house man, in any 
county or borough shall give a wrong vote at the 
election of members of parliament, it is in the 
power of the government, by means of the jus* 
tices and the constables who are named by 
them, to oppress that man, by quartering more 
soldiers upon him, than are in proportion quar- 
tered upon any one of his neighbours. These 
are Grievances which the nation justly Com- 
plain of, and we ought to consider how they 
are to be redressed. 

Sir William Strickland replied, 

Sir; The honourable gentleman, who spoke 
last, seems, by what he has said, to bring a 
charge against me, or at 'least against those 
who have been in the office which I have the 
honour to be in -at present. For my own part, 
Sir I can safely declare, that ever since I came 
into that office, there has been no favour shewn 
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to any one part of the country, nor to any one 
man in the nation ; we have never so much as 
thought of having a regard to any thing, but to 
that of cantoniug and quartering the troops 
into such places, as were most easy for the 
country and most convenient for thera ; unless 
when the safety and security of the nation in 
general required the marching of a number of 
fhem into any particular couritfy. This, Sir, 
has been the method ever since I came info 
the office : It'sball be the method as long as I 
continue in it ; and I firmly believe, that the 
same method was always observed by my pre- 
decessors in office. ' 

Mr. Edmund Waller said, 

Sir ; I do not know what method has been 
observed m cantoning and quartering the 
Troops, but I know that the country complains 
heavily of the oppressions they lie under upon 
that account ; it is but a little time ago since 
some of my own tenants came and told me, 
Chat they should be ruined by the dragoons that 
were quartered upon them ; they had not^ they 
said, a lock of hay but what they were obliged 
to give to the soldiers; so that* all their own 
cattle were in danger of being starved. For, 
Sir, in all countries were the soldiers come, 
they and their horses must be first served, and 
with the best of every thing too ; and what is 
still worse, the poor people are often obliged to 
serve them at their own prices. 

Mr. Henry Pelham answered Mr. Waller: 

Sir ; As 1 had the honour to serve for some 
time in that office, and particularly at the time 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman who 
spoke last, I think it necessary to say something 
upon the present occasion. I remember very 
well, that gentleman did make some complaints 
to me; but I remember likewise, and he must 
also remember it, that I told him that the re- 
view, which tit that time was the occasion 
of 'bringing so many of the forces into that 
country ; and as- soon as that was over they 
were sent elsewhere, an£ that gentleman's te- 
nants, in particular, were relieved from any 
hardship they might tlaink they lay under upon 
that account. During the whole time that I 
was in that office, there was never any such 
complaint made to me, but that I immediately* 
ordered relief to the persons who thought them- 
selves, aggrieved, or gave them such reasons 
why I could not give them relief, as they 
deemed to be satisfied with. In such cases I 
never had any respect of persons ; so far other- 
wise, that I have often given relief at the de- 
sire of those with whom I never did vote irrthis 
House, nor I believe ever shall ; and have or- 
dered those very troops to be sent and quar- 
tered upon those, with whom I have always 
agreed in opinion. 

* Mr. Pktmer spoke again as follows : 

Sir ; I am sorry that what I proposed only 
for the relief of the public, should be turned 
into a personal dispute^ or that gentlemen 
should begin to vindicate themselves before they 
are accused. I did not say, that the honoura- 
ble gentleman now in the office, or that any 
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gentleman that has been in that office, used 
any unjustifiable methods in that respect, to 
favour one party iu the nation more than ano- 
ther; all that I said, and I say so still, was, 
that such methods may be practised, such 
means may be used for oppressing those who 
. happen to differ in opinion from the chief men 
in power ; and such means being of dangerous 
consequence to our constitution, they ought to 
be guarded against and prevented if possible. 
The, Army, Sir, is supported, I hope, and main* 
tained for the service of all, and therefore all 
the subjects of the nation ought to contribute 
equally to the expence of maintaining it. There 
is not a soldier quartered upon an Inn-keeper 
in town or country, but what costs that Inn* 
keeper near as much as he costs the govern- 
ment ; so that if we were to raise all the money 
by parliamentary authority, that is necessary 
for maintaining the great Army we have, I am 
afraid we must raise near double the sum that 
is proposed. 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke next : 
Sir; I was afraid at the beginning of this 
debate, that Barracks were to have been pro- 
posed ; I am glad to find it is not so. I am, 
indeed, as much as any person for giving relief 
to (hat part of our poor oppressed subjects, the 
Innkeepers and Victuallers; for since I find that 
an Army is like to be a part of our Constitu- 
tion, I think it very just and reasonable, that 
the expence of maintaining them should be 
laid as equally as possible upon the whole peo- 
ple of the nation. But, Sir, I must observe, 
that the same money that we raise for main- 
taining 18,000 men, would maintain 60,000 
men of regular forces in France, Germany, or 
any other country in Europe, according to 
their way of regulating their armies. I know, 
Sir, from whence our great expence proceeds : 
it is from the great number of Officers main* 
tained in our Army ; we have so many regi* 
ments, and so few private men in each regi- 
ment, that really a great part of our Army are 
commission or non-commission officers, which 
makes our army so expensive to us^and at the 
same time makes it more dangerous to our 
constitution. I have been assured that 100,000/!, 
English money per annum will maintain 10,000 
men of the armies of France or Germany, or 
any other troops but our own : and I have 
been told, I do not say that I remember, or 
that I can depend upon my author, tbat the 
12,000 Hessians, which we have so long main- 
tained, were maintained for less than that gum 
yearly,. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied i 

Sir; I wish the gentleman, who spoke 
last, would give us his author for the fact men- 
tioned ; let him be who <he will, I know the 
story to be false : but it is the common way of 
scandalizing the government, to invent and 
spread false reports through the country. The 
stipulation for the 12,000 Hessians was made, 
Sir, upon the same footing that all such stipu- 
lations were made during the last war ; there 
was not a peuny less stipulated to be paid for 
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them, than what was agreed to by the House, 
and the whole money was yearly advanced 
them, according to the. Accounts that have 
feeen laid before the House. 

General Wade * spoke as follows : 
Sir; Those who are acquainted with the 
method of maintaining a German army, will 
not envy them the happiness of maintaining 
their troops at so cheap a rate as they do. It 
is well known, that what they come short of 
•UT6 in j>ay, they do more than make up by 
plundering, oppressing, . and raising contribu- 
tions upon the countries where Chey are quar- 
tered. When I was in Italy, Sir, I had the ho- 
nour to be invited to dine with one of the 
German generals, who commanded in that 
country : when I came to the palace where he 
had his quarters, I found the hall and the ave- 
nues leading thereto fuH of ^country people, 
some with wine, some wim 'beer, some with 
bread, some with fowls, some with pigs, and 
God knows how many other things; I could 
net imagine what all this meant ; but when we 
came to sit down at table, I found such variety 
of dishes, such variety of wines, so magnificent 
attendance, and so* sumptuous an entertainment 
every manner of way, which at the same* time 
i was told to be the General's ordinary way of 
living, that I was very much surpriz'd ; and 
after dinner, over a glass of wine, I took the 
liberty to ask the General, " For God's sake, 

* Sir, how are you able to live after this rate ? 
' for it would break any of our English Gene- 

* rals to live in so splendid a manner ; our 
4 pay could not support it.' ' Pay, Sir, says 
< he, Why I have none upon this account from 

* the Government ; all this comes from the 
4 country wheTe I am quartered, which they 
4 are obliged to furnish me with for nothing; 

* I have, Sir, seven miles of the country round 

* allotted to me for supporting my Table.' 
Then, Sir, I guess'd at the meaning of all those 
country people's being in and about the hall ; 
I found they were all eome with their peace- 
offerings to the General : at this rate, Sir, a 
German dfficer does not stand in need of much 
pay from the Government; but I hope the 
kingdom of England will never be served at 
such a rate. 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next; 

Sir, I do not know what may be the methods 
by which the Germans or French maintain 
iheir armies; but let their manner be what it 
will, I am sure that the expence we are now at 
for maintaining our army is much greater than 
necessary; nay, Sir, much greater than was 
usual, even among ourselves for maintaining 
an equal number of men. I know that during 

* w This gentleman, from having seen some 
service abroad, was now in a fair way of being 
at the -head of his profession, and his rise from 
a very mean original was owing, more to 
courtly, than military, qualifications. . He was 
naturally grnerous, ami, though not void of 
understanding, was extremely bigotted to his 
own notions, and a very aukward speaker." 



the last war 18,000 of our troops were main- 
tained abroad for 400,000/. per annum, and 
both the officers and soldiers had the same pay 
they bave now ; it is true, it may be said^thac 
this body of men did not cost so much/Be- 
cause there were no guards among them ; but 
I know, Sir, that 12,000 men, guards and garri- 
sons included, were maintained at home for 
between 3 and 400,000/. per annum; out of 
which sum were paid, the general's money, 
waggon-money, contingencies, and ■ all other 
items whatever, any way appertaining to the 
army. Considering the state this nation is in 
at present, and the heavy debts it is loaded 
with, I think no proper method for saving the 
public money ought to be neglected; if wa 
must maintain an army, let us maintain it 
at as cheap a rate as possible. Even 100,000/, 
per annum would make no small figure, if 
added yearly to the sinking fund : I , hope, 
therefore, this affair will be thought on, and 
taken into consideration when we meet next 
year. 

After this the question was put, and the 
above resolution was agreed to. 

The Pension Bill brought into the Commons."} 
Jan. 25. Mr. Sandys presented to the House a 
bill, " For making more effectual the laws 
in being, for disabling Persons from being 
chosen Members of, or sitting or voting in, the 
House of Commons, who have any Pension 
during pleasure, or for any number of years, or 
any offices held in trust for them ;" and the 
same was received, and read the first time. 

Debate in the Commons, on the Bill for «e» 
curing the Trade of the Sugar Colonies in 
America.] Jan. 38. Mi*. Winnington pre- 
sented to the House a Bill, " For the better se- 
curing and encouraging the trade of his Ma- 
jesty's Sugar Colonies in America, which was 
received and read the first lime, and ordered to 
be read a second time. Hereupon, 

Mr. Perry, Member for London, said, That 
this Bill was of such a nature, that all our 
colonies in America are some way or another 
concerned therein ; That it was of the utmost 
consequence to the trade and navigat ion of this 
kingdom, and therefore ought to be maturely 
considered, not only within doors, but likewise 
by all those without doors who understand any 
thing of trade, and have a regard for tire pros- 
perity and welfare of their native country; and 
that all such might have an opportunity of giving 
their sentiments upon this Occasion, he moved, 
That the Bill might be printed. This motion 
-being seconded, and agreed to by the House, 
the Bill was accordingly ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Winnington spoke next ; 

Sir; As tins Bill is of very great Consequence 
to the trade of this nation in general, and to 
the well-being of our settlements, either upon 
the continent or in the islands of America, war ~ 
ought to consider the particular trade and pro- 
duce of every* one of oar settlements; and 
therefore, that we may have as much insight 
into this matter as possible, I mose, That the 
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Representations sent dver from our several 
Colonies, and laid before the honourable ihe 
Commissioners of trade and plantations, may 
be laid before this House, before we go upon 
the second reading of the bill.— -Mr. Winning- 
ton was supported by 

Col. Bladen, Who spoke as follows : 

Sir; There have been several representations 
tent over to his Majesty from our settlements 
in the West-Indies, which representations have 
been referred to the board of trade to be con- 
sidered by them, and for them to report their 
opinion upon the matter therein contained to 
his Majesty : Some of them we have already 
considered, and have given our opinion upon 
them ; but there are others that we have not 
as yet had time so thoroughly to consider as to 
be able to give any opinion upon tbem ; how- 
ever, Sir, in these last we shall make all 
imaginable dispatch, and shall be ready to lay 
them before the House as soon as possible. 

Mr. Perry spoke again, 
x Sir; As this is an affair of so great conse- 
quence, we ought not to be in any hurry about 
passing the Bill; we must wait till we have all 
those materials, which are necessary for giving 
us a full infornfatioh in the affair before us. 
There is particularly in the Bill, as now brought 
in, a clause about Lumber, which in my opinion 
will do more harm to the trade of most of our 
colonies, and consequently to the trade of this 
nation, than all the other clauses can do good ; 
but I shall have another opportunity, I hope, 
of giving my sentiments fully upon this head, 
and therefore I shall not trouble the House 
with them af this time. 

Mr. Sandys said, 

Sir ; This Bill was last session of parliament 
a long time before this House ; there is no 
clause in the bill now brought in, but what was 
in the former, and every one of them Was then 
fully considered and particularly examined 
into. The Committee, that was appointed last 
, session of parliament for drawing up the Bill, 
* were no less than three months about it ; in 
which time they certainly bad under their con- 
sideration every thing, that could possibly be 
thought of for giving them any light, into the 
affair. I believe there is no gentleman in this 
House, but what is persuaded that some mea- 
sures ought to be taken, and speedily taken 
too, for giving an encouragement to our Sugar- 
Colonies, so as to enable them to carry on 
a trade, at least, upon an equal footing with 
their rivals in the Sugar-Trade. The only 
reason of the Bill's not passing, which was 
brought in last session of parliament, was that 
they hac( not had time in the other House to 
consider the affair so fully as they thought was 
necessary; I have been informed, that some of 
the members of the other House even com- 
plained, that it was hard that we did not allow 
them three weeks to consider of an affair, that 
we had been above three months in examining 
into. As the Bill now before us contains 
nothkig but what was in the former Bill, which 
was to fully considered as to pass through this 



House, I am therefore of opinion, that there is 
no occasion to make any delay in the passing 
of this Bill, or to wait for any farther informa- 
tion in the affair ; for I am persuaded we can 
receive none, but what has been already laid 
before this House, and fully considered in the 
passing of the former Bill. 
Mr. Oglethorpe spoke next. 
Sir; 

In all cases that come before this House, 
where there seems to be a .clashing of interests 
between one part of the country and another, 
or between one set of people and another, we 
ought to have no regard to the particular in- 
terest of any country or set of people ; the 
good of the whole is what we ought only to 
have under our consideration : our colonies are 
all a part of our own dominions ; the people in 
every one of them are our own people, and we 
ought to shew ah equal respect to all. 

I remember, Sir, that there was once a Pe- 
tition presented to this House by one county, 
complaining, that they Were very much injured 
in their trade, as to the sale of beans, by ano- 
ther; and therefore they modestly prayed, 
that the other county should be prohibited 
to sell any $ beans. 

Such things may happen, I hope it is not so 
at present, but in the case, before us, if it 
should appear, that all our plantations, upon 
the continent of America, are against that 
which is desired by the sugar colonies, we are 
to presume, at least, that the granting thereof 
will be a prejudice to the trade or particular 
interests of our continent settlements; and, 
surely, Sir, the danger of hurting so consider- 
able a part of our dominions, a part so exten- 
sive as to reach from the 34th to the 46 to de- 
gree of northen latitude, will at least make us 
incline to be extremely cautious in what we 
are going about. 

I shall be as ready as any man, to give all 
possible relief and encouragement to our sugar 
colonies ; but if the relief or encouragement 
asked for appear to be an injury to the whole, 
or if it appears that it will do more harm to the 
other parts of our dominions than it can do 
good to theru, .we must refuse it; we must 
think of some other methods for putting them 
upon an equal footing with those, who are 
their rivals in any particular branch of trade. 

We may form some judgment, Sir, from the 
appearances that were before us last session of 
parliament : but we may form a vtacb more 
distinct judgment of things from what may be 
brought before us now. Some of those, con- 
cerned here for our settlements upon the con- 
tinent, seemed last year to be indifferent; 
they seemed in some manner to give the af- 
fair up, I believe without any good authority 
from their constituents ; nut now the colonies 
themselves have had an opportunity to con- 
sider the affair then* before us, and to send 
' over their thoughts upon the subject in a pro- 
per and authentic manner ; their true aud 
real sentiments will best appear from the re- 
presentations they have sent over; and till 
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these are laid before us, we cannot give our 
opinions, either as to their inclinations, or as 
to the weight of the objections that they may 
make. 

I must say, Sir, to the honour of the gentle- 
men concerned in the Board of Trade, that 
they are a$ exact and as diligent in all the 
matters which fall under their province as any 
board in England; they ha\e much more bu- 
siness than most others, and their business 
will be daily increasing, in proportion as our 
colonies increase in riches and in power. It 
is already one of the most useful boards we 
have, and as long as the same good conduct is 
pursued, it will always be of great benefit and 
advantage to the trade of the British dominions. 

After this debate, it was resolved, " That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
give directions to the commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, to lay before the House, 
Copies of all Representations and Papers, 
which had been laid before them, since the 
last session of parliament, relating to the Dis- 

Sute between his Majesty's Sugar Colonies and 
lorthern Colonies in America." 

Debate in the Commons on a Motion for ap- 
pointing a Committee to inspect and settle the 
Fees of the House,] . Then Mr. Wyndham, 
member for Duuwich, moved, " That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inspect and settle the 
Fees to be taken • by all the officers and ser- 
vants of their House, and to examine what 
salaries or allowances they had from the go- 
vernment, and to report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 1 ' Hereupon 

Sir William Yonge spoke as follows : 

Sir ; Considering how much business of 
great consequence now lies,' or may probably 
come before this House during the course of 
this session of parliament, I do not think that 
we ought to take up the time of the House 
with any matters of such a trifling nature. If 
any complaint had been made to us of any ex- 
actions or exorbitant fees taken by any of our 
officers or servants, it would have been oar 
duty to have inquired into it, and to have 
given all proper redress; but as there has 
been no such complaint made, at least I have 
beard of none, I can see no reason why we 
ought to enter at present into such an inquiry. 
— To this 

Mr. Wyndham replied : 

Sir, I made this motion, not expecting in- 
deed that it would have been opposed by any 
gentleman in the House, and therefore I did 
not think it was necessary for me to give any 
reasons for making the motion ; but now that 
I am called upon, I must say, I believe, Sir, it 
is well known, that there are very great com- 
plaints withoutdoors of the extravagant charges 
and expences that people are obliged to he at 
in passing private bills, or in carrying any 
other business through either House of Parlia- 
ment; I do not know where the fault lies, per- 
haps it may , be in the other House, but let 



them look to themselves, we ought at least to v 
take care that there be no ground for any such 
complaint in our House. We are not to wait 
till a regular complaint be made : few will 
venture to complain in form, because no man 
knows how soon he may be obliged to come 
back again; and when any exactions are made 
they are singly considered so inconsiderable, 
that no man thinks it worth his while to com- 
plain ; but many trifles amouut to a sum, and 
such things generally grow worse and worse 
when not looked after' and inquired into : if 
there be any evil, what I have proposed will 
be an effectual remedy ; I shall be sorry if my 
motion is not agreed to ; but I will at least 
have the pleasure of having made it and there- 
by done what was in ray power for preventing 
any evil that may ensue.— Upon this, 

Mr Speaker stood op, and spoke as follows, 
Gentlemen, 

Since my time, I know of no exactions nor 
any exorbitant fees that have been taken ; I 
have been as careful as possible in this point, 
and have always made as close inquiries as, I 
could. I remember some time ago, I found 
that a guinea was usually given to my secretary, 
upon the giving out the warrant for writs, 
whereas the old fee was but ten shillings ; I 
thereupon ordered expressly, that he should not 
receive any more upon such occasion than the 
old fee often shillings ; and to prevent all pre- 
tence of giving or taking what is commonly 
called expedition-money I ordered that even 
this fee should not be charged or paid till after 
the election ,was made and the oaths taken 
upon the return of the writs. I likewise 
have observed, that the clerk of committees 
usually got a guinea, in place of the old lee of 
Ids. 4d. This I also have endeavoured to rec- 
tify, though it must be granted that in most 
cases, even a guinea is a reward small enough 
for his trouble and attendance upon such occa- . 
sions. But I .believe that this motion was 
made, not so much on account of any abuses that 
have been lately committed, as to prevent any 
such in time to come, which ought to be every 
gentleman's care, and shall be mine, in parti- 
cular, as long as I have the honour to be in the 
place where lam. 

Mr. Sandys spoke next : ( 

Sir, I am persuaded, that it has always been 
your particular care, that no imposition should 
be made upon any of the subjects, who have 
happened to have any business before this 
House ; and I believe no gentleman thinks that 
we have any occasion for 1 such a committee, as 
hat h been proposed, on account of any late ex- 
actious or exorbitant fees ; but now that an in- 
quiry into the fees taken by our own servants 
has been proposed, I am afraid it may be some 
imputation upon us, not to agree to the mo- ' 
tion. Considering how many years ago it is, 
since the fees to be taken by the servants of 
this House have been settled, I do not doubt 
but that some of them may now be found to be 
too small ; and if this affair be referred to a 
committee, I think they ought to increase those 
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which they judge to be too small, as well ae 
to dimmish those which they may think extra- 
vagant. 

Mr. Walter Plumer said, 

Sir, I loot upon this motion to be a very 
proper one at present, and I hope the house 
will agree to it : because I think, Sir, we ought 
to search whether or no there' be a beam in 
our own eye in order to pull it -out, before we 
begin to pull oat the mote that h in another's. 
I presume the honourable gentleman, who made 
this motion, made it only as a prelude to seme- 
thing of more consequence ; I hope, after we 
have examined into, and settled the fees to be 
taken by our own clerks and servants, we shall 
next proceed to examine into, and settle the 
fees to be taken by the officers, clerks and ser- 
vants of all oar courts of law. As to the fees 
of this House, I do not know what may be the 
case, but I am sure that the other is a very 
great grievance, and loudly complained of by 
the whole nation. We have had printed lists 
of all those fees laid before us : as yet we have 
gone no farther but only to receive them ; but 
those who brought them in have gone a- little 
farther ; they think they may now, by authority 
of parliament, exact all the fees, at least, that 
are mentioned in those lists, and from thence 
they have taken occasion, even to encrease se- 
veral of their fees much beyond what they had 
formerly any authority for ; so that unless we 
proceed farther, and make some proper regu- 
lations as to all those lists of fees that have 
been laid before us, we have by Calling for 
them, done rather an injury than a service to 
our country. I shall therefore be for agreeing 
to the motion now made, on purpose that we 
may, with decency, proceed to the inquiring 
into and settling the fees, that are to be taken 
in all the courts of law, and other offices in the 
ftation. 

Mr. Winnington stood up, and said, 

Sir ; According to the order of this House, a 
List of the Fees usually taken by every clerk 
and servant belonging thereto, has been brought 
in, and has been, I believe, perused by most 
members of the House. I do not hear that any 
objection is made to any of them, or that it is 
pretended that more has been at any time 
taken ; I therefore do not see what use there is 
tor a Committee in this affair; I believe if we 
order them to be printed, and copies to be. 
fixed up- in the public offices belonging to the 
House, it will be sufficient for preventing any 
exorbitant demands in time to come, and will 
be as effectual as any thing that can be done 
by a Committee. I suppose the gentlemen 
have some farther design in this matter ; but if 
they have, I think they may proceed upon it, 
without giving the House any needless trouble., 
as to the Committee now moved for. 

Mr. Pulteney answered, 

Sir; I was not at all in the secret as to this 
motion ; 1 did not know any thing of what far- 
ther design there may be, so that I am sure I 
cannot in this affair be any way a blabber. I 
agree wkfc the honourable gentleman who 
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spoke last, as to the ordering the List of Feet 
to be printed ; let then* be printed and pub- 
lished, and if my worthy friend pleases, let 
them be printed in the Free Briton* too : Bet 
I cannot think, Sir, that we ought to pest sa- 
tisfied with the List delivered, without inquiring 
any farther aboat the matter ; because a List 
.of Fees has been delivered in, we are not surely 
from thence to conclude, that no greater fee 
has ever been taken than what is merftioned in 
that List : exactions are always tna4e in a pri- 
vate clandestine manner ; such secrets Tnay be 
discovered by a Committee, but we are not re 
expect that ever the authors of soch will, m a 
public manner, come voluntarily and give the 
douse an information of the crimes itiey have 
, been guilty of. It is well known how terrible 
parliamentary inquiries are to those who have 
been guilty of any iniquity: and though by the 
inquiry now moved for, no iniquity shall be dis- 
covered, yet the terror of it will remain, and 
will be a bar to extortion for a long time to 
come. 

Then the question being put, it waS carried 
in the affirmative, and a Committee was ap- 
pointed accordingly. 

Debate in the Commons on a Petition of iSfer 
Thomas Lombe relating to his Silk Engine.] 
The same day a Petition v was presented by sir 
Thomas Lombe, alledging, " That he had, at 
his own expence, and with the utmost difficulty 
and hazard, discovered and introduced into this 
kingdom the art of making fine Italian organ- 
zinc or thrown silk out of fine raw silk, by 
large engines of a most curious and intricate 
structure, which commodity was absolutely ne- 
cessary to carry on our silk weaving trade, and 
was formerly bought with our money, ready 
worked in Italy : That his late Majesty had 
granted him a patent for the sole making and 
using the said engines for the term of 14 years-; 
but that several years of the said term was ex- 
pired before he could finish the said engine, 
and by reason of other difficulties, the whole 
term was almost expired before he could bring 
the manufacture to perfection ; and therefore 
praying that the House would take iris case 
into consideration, and grant him a farther 
"term of years for the sole making and using the 
said engines, or such other recom pence or re- 
. lief as to the House shall seem meet." Upon 
this i 

Mr. Perry stood up and said, That he knew 
that the Petitioner had been at a very great 
trouble and expence about setting up of 
that engine; and that a great part of the term 
granted by the patent had passed, before any 
advantage could be made of that most useful 
invention, and therefore he moved, That the 
Petition should be referred to the consideration 
of a Committee. 

Mr. Ogtetk&rp added, That since the Peti- 
tioner had, at his own expence and hazard, m- 

^ A news-paper then printed in defence of 
the ministry. 
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troduced a most useful and necessary manufac- 
ture into this / kingdom, he certainly ought to 
meet with all proper encouragement : That one 
engine was now set upland fiuished in the town 
of Derby, by which that whole county was im- 
proved, and many of their poor employed, who 
probably would have otherways been a burden 
upon their respective parishes : Therefore he 
seconded the motion for referring the Petition 
to a Committee. 

Sir Thomas Aston said, That patents had al- 
ways been looked upon as prejudicial to the 
trade and manufactures of this kingdom, rooje 
especially when continued for any long term of 
years; for which reason their ancestors had 
been so wise as to make a law against the 
granting of any patent for a longer term than 
14 years; and it would be a dangerous prece- 
dent for them to prolong the term, or to grant a 
new term to any patentee : That the Petitioner 
had enjoyed the benefit of his patent several 
years, bad carried on a vast trade under the 
same, and had thereby acquired a great deal of 
riches, which he thought was a sufficient recom- 
pence for the charge or hazard lie had been at : 
That the prolonging of the terra would not only 
be. to prevent the nation^ making any benefit 
of that invention, but also to give the Peti- 
tioner a farther opportunity of disturbing all 
other inventions, works or engines, any way re- 
sembling his, which would be a great discou- 
ragement to all new improvements or manu- 
factures, and consequently of dangerous conse-. 
quence to the trade of this nation ; therefore 
fce could not but be against even referring the 
Petition to the consideration of a Committee. 

Sit John Rushout said, 'That as no man 
was in titled to a patent, but he who introduced 
some new ipvention or manufacture into the 
kingdom, he did not know, whether die peti- 
tioner bad at first any title to a patent ; for 
that to bis knowledge there had been, in the 
parish where he lived, some such manufacture 
for upwards of thirty years. However, sup- 
posing that the petitioner had at first a good 
title to a patent, yet he could not think that 
there was any reason for renewing the term ; 
but as all these things would properly come 
under the cognizance of the Committee, there- 
fore he would not be ^against referring the peti- 
tion to the consideration of a Committee.' 

Mr. Perry stood up again, and spoke as fol- 
lows: 
Sir; 

The petitioner; sir Thomas Lombe, happen- 
ing to have a brother whose head is extremely 
well turned for the mechanics, and both of 
them being well informed of the great charge, 
that this nation was yearly put to in the pur- 
chase of that sort of Italian thrown-silk called 
organzine, and that the same was all made 
within the dominions of Savoy, by the means 
pf a large and curious engine which had been 
set up ami kept at work for many years in that 
country, but bad been kept so secret, that no 
, ' ather nation could ever yet come at the inven- 
tion; they resolved to make an attempt for 



the bringing of this invention into their own 
couutry. They knew that there would be great 
difficulty and danger in this undertaking, be- 
cause the king of Sardinia had made it death 
for any roan to discover Uus invention, or at- 
tempt to carry it out of his dominions; how* 
ever,, the petitioner's brother resolved to ven- 
ture his person for the benefit and advantage 
of his native country, and sir TJiomas was re- 
solved to venture his money, and to furnish hit 
brother with whatever sums should be necessary 
for executing so bold and so.generousa design* 
His brother went accordingly over to Italy, and 
after a long stay, and a great expence in that 
country, he found means to see this engine so 
often, and to pry into the nature of it- so nar- 
rowly, that he made himself master of $ha 
whole invention, and of all the different parts 
Qnd motions belonging thereto. After his re- 
turn to England, sir Thomas, who knew the 
excellency of his brother's genius, and could 
depend upon his word, was convinced that he- 
was fully roaster of the thing, and therefor* 
he chearfully agreed to supply whatever ex- 
pence should be necessary for setting'it up in 
England ; but that he might have the same 
advantage, that other persons have' and are 
in titled unto upon such occasions, he applied 
. and got a grant of a patent from his late Ma- 
jesty in, the year 1718. This engine is so large* 
and there are so many wheels, motions, spin- 
dles, and other things belonging to it, that it 
was three years after be had obtained his pa* 
tent, before he could possibly finish the engine. 
After the finishing thereof, he could make no 
benefit thereby, till he had procured and in* 
structed a sufficient number of persons how to 
work the same ; and before he could do this, 
his Sardinian Majesty had got an account that 
the engine was set up in England, and he was 
so sensible of the disadvantage it would be to 
his country, to have, that sort of thrown-silk 
made in any other part of the world, tbat ho 
immediately prohibited the exportation of raw- 
silk out of his country; and before sir Tho- 
mas could fall upon any way of getting a suf- 
ficient quantity of raw-silk stole out of that 
country, so as to matfe any advantage pi his 
engine, the term of his patent was within a 
very few years of being expired, from which 
we may conclude that it is impossible, that he 
could as yet have got a sufficient recompencs 
for the hazard and expence that he has been at. 
There might have been before, there may be 
still, some other sorts of twist-silk made in 
England; but there never was any such as 
Organzine made, nor was there ever any such 
engine in England, as this that has been brought 
in and set up by the petitioner and his brother. 
Those who are expert in the silk-manufactures 
know well the difference between the Organzine 
and any other sore of twisted-silk, but • gen- 
tlemen who have not narrowly examined into 
the affair may be mistaken; but as to the en- 
gine, the difference between it and any other 
may be easily discovered : It is a very large 
engine! which is first moved by wa^w, by t^t 
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means of which first motion a great many wheels 
and spindles are set a moving, and thereby 
great quantities of silk are twisted in a much 
finer manner, and by much fewer bands, than 
can possibly be done by any engine that was 
ever yet invented. 

Mr. Barnard spoke next : 

Sir ; The chief reason why the petitioner has 
never yet been able to make any great advan- 
tage of his invention is, that no raw silk is 
proper for his purpose but the Italian, so that 
he could have but very little, except what was 
privately stole out of the dominions of Savoy, 
he has been at the expence of making several 
experiments of the Turkey raw silk, but has 
always found that it is impossible to make good 
organzine of that sort of silk. He has likewise 
tried the raw silk brought from China, and he 
finds' that it would do as well as the Italian, 
but then the company keeps it at so high a 
price,, that it will not answer; what 'may be 
the reason of the company's keeping that silk 
so dear, I know not; I can find no other reason 
for it, but only the great profits that company 
are resolved to make of everything which they 
have an exclusive privilege for dealing in. I 
am sure they purchase it in the country at a 
very cheap- rate, and the ganger or ex peace 
of bringing it home cannot be so great, but 
that they may sell it at a more reasonable 
price. The petitioner has likewise made some 
experiments of the raw silk that has been pro- 
duced from Carolina, which has answered ex- 
tremely well ; and if there were enough of it, 
we should not perhaps be obliged to lay o\\t so 
much of the nation's money on the purchase of 
Italian raw silk, nor should we have occasion 
to trouble ourselves much about the prohibit- 
ing of the exportation of their raw silk ; but as 
yet there i$ but very little silk produced from 
Carolina, so that the petitioner could not make 
a«iy advantage thereby, I do not know what 
this House may, judge to be a proper recom- 
mence to the petitioner, for the hazard and ex- 
igence he has been at ; but whatever resolu- 
tions may be made in this affair, all possible 
care ought to be taken for preventing the in- 
vention's being carried out of this country. If 
we can keep our neighbours from stealing it 
from os, it will be a" great encouragement to 
several branches of our silk manufacture trade, 
we shall have the benefit ajt least of supplying 
most of them with that sort of thrown ' silk 
Called organzine. 

Mr. Oglethorp stood up again, and said 1 , 

Sir : The act for confining the king's patents 
to the term of 14 vears, was made, in the reign 
of king James I. • The bubbles and monopolies 
which were erected, and the many enormities 
which were committed about that time and 
for some years before, had become a public 
grievance," and was loudly exclaimed at ; and 
the reason for making that law, was to pre- 
vent the setting up of any such hubbies or 
monopolies for the future. The petitioner has 
never so much as endeavoured to make a < ub- 
tye of hi* affair, nor has he ever grasped at the 



setting up of any unlawful monopoly. He 
pretends to nothing else but what every author 
of a new invention is reasonably in titled an to, 
that is y to have the sole use of his own inven- 
tion for so long a time, as may be a just re* 
com pence to him for the hazard * and expence 
he has been at, in bringing his invention to per- 
fection. If he can shew to this flouse, that he 
has not yet had «uich a recorc pence as is suffi- 
cient, we are not confined by the former law ; 
we not only may, but we ought, to bring in a 
Bill for prolonging the term of his patent, or 
we ought to grant him such other recom pence 
as may be deemed proper and reasonable. 
Raw silk may be bought even in this country 
for 16s. per pound, but when that very raw silk 
is manufactured and made organzine, it sells 
for 84*. per pound ; the difference, which is 
fifty per cent, is all clear money got to the 
nation ; the JBs. per pound, which is added to 
the price of that commodity, is all clear gain to 
us, because it is added by the labour and in- 
dustry of our own people ; and since this gain 
can be made only by the means of this engine, 
we must grant that this gentleman has, at his 
own hazard and charge, brought home a very 
useful and profitable branch oforade to his own 
•country, for which he certainly deserves a re- 
compence. If he can shew that he has not as 
yet a recompence by means of the patent 
granted to him, either because of the difficulty 
of bringing his invention to perfection, or be- 
cause of inevitable accidents that have occur- 
red, his case ought to be considered ; and the 
only proper way to inquire into this matter, is 
to refer his petition to the consideration of a 
Committee. 

Mr. John Drummond, member for Perth, 
said, 

k Sir : I shall only take- notice that since the 
time that this gentleman's invention was 
brought to perfection, our exports of gold and 
silver lace have increased to a great degree ; 
the reason of which is, that the sort of twist or 
thrown silk, that is made by the means of his 
engine, is the only proper silk that can be 
made use of in the manufacture of gold and 
silver lace; and we having now that sort of 
silk in much greater plenty, and much cheap- 
er than we ever had it before, our manufac- 
turers in such laces have been able to sell those 
manufactures much cheaper than they were 
ever sold before in this country, from whence 
has proceeded the great increase of our exports 
of that commodity ; and when there are such 
quantities exported, we may depend upon it 
that there is very little, if any, imported, not- 
withstanding that there is perhaps more of it 
now wore in this country than ever was before. 
This I take notice of, Sir, because I look upon 
it as an improvement in our manufactures, that 
is intirely owing to this gentleman's inven- 
tion. 

Then the above petition was referred to the 
consideration of a Committee: A Bill passed 
afterwards, in *tbis session, for allowing sir 
Thomas Lombe 14,000/. as an encourage* 
I 
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ment foil /bis useful invention, but without re 
sewing his patent. 

Debute in the Common* "respecting the Out- 
Pensioners of Chelsea- Hospital.] The House 
having resolved itself into a grand Committee, 
to consider farther of the supply, a motion was 
made, " That 25,34$/. 2*. be granted to his 
Majesty, upon account for Out-Pensioners 
of Chelsea-Hospital for the year 1732 ;" which 
Being seconded, 

Mr. Pjultenej -spoke on that occasion as fol- 
lows : 
Sir, 

I do not now rise up to make any motion : 
tot I think I am, in duty to my country, in doty 
to those who do me the honour to give me a 
place in this House, bound to take notice of 
some Accounts or Estimates which have been 
kid before us, and which to me seem to be 
some what extraordinary. I must in general 
observe, that the estimates of the public ex- 
pence increase every year : from year to year 
there is always some new article to be provided 
for* or some addition made to the old. If we 
at any time get free of an extraordinary charge, 
k always leaves some marks behind it ; there 
is always some part of it remains, and is con- 
tinned to be a burden upon the people : these- 
small remains may be by some thought too in- 
considerable to be taken notice of, but to me 
nothing seems to be inconsiderable that is a 
charge upon the people ; these small remains 
and these annual additions, by thus yearly in- 
creasing, may come at last to be a burden too 
heavy to be borne. 

I cannot now omit taking notice of the ar- 
ticle of Chelsea- College ; by the estimate now 
laid before us, that article appears to be heavier 
than it was last year. During the last war this 
nation maintained near 200,000 men, of which 
near 90,000 were national troops, yet towards 
the end of that war, the Pensioners of Chelsea 
College did not amount to above 2,000, whereas 
if we include the regiment of invalids, and the 
several independent companies of invalids, they 
now amount to above 4,600 men. I do not 
doubt but the commissioners do whatever they 
can to examine, and to admit none but those, 
who by the rules of that Hospital appear to be 
ietitled to be taken in. I likewise know how 
asany solicitations they must daily meet with, 
and how hard it is in most cases to refuse them ; 
t*t for the sake of their country they ought to 
qgt-extremely cautious in this respect; there may 
be many who are by the rules intitled to be tak- 
en in, an4. yet are not proper objects of cha- 
rity and compassion either public or private. 
Iknow, Mr, that there is a spirit, among the of- 
ficers of the army, for having all their regiments 
look well to the- eye ; there is a sort of emula- 
tion among tbem, who shall have the most 
young ami the best looked fellows in their regi- 
ment : this is the cause that many a brave old 
soldier is discharged, in order US make room for 
avtoruee young felkw, who can powder bis hair 
aid dress: jo as to make a good appearance 



upon a day of review, though die old man be 
perhaps the better soldier of the tw*, and not 
.only willing but able to serve his country for 
many years ; yet he is discharged as unfit for 
service, and brought in as a Pensioner upon 
Chelsea College : they are admitted into the 
College as men old and infirm, yet when once 
they are got in, they seem to be immortal ; their 
numbers never decrease; surely there are many 
of those immortal old men who live so long as 
idle Pensioners of Chelsea College, that might 
have served for a great part of that time as good 
soldiers even in a marclung regiment, mere 
especially in time of peace, when there is not 
the least occasion for their being obliged to un- 
dergo any treat fatigues ; their duty cannot 
be extraordinary, and their marches may be 
made as easy as they please. J remember that 
at the last scrutiny which was made into the af- 
fairs of that Hospital, in which a right honour- 
able person bad a principal concern, above one 
half of the persons, whose names were entered 
as Pensioners, could not possibly be found; 
and of those who were entered as letter-men, 
there were above 100, which was at least one 
half, discharged ; I do not indeed know why 
there sliould be any entered in that character, 
I do not See that there is any necessity for it. 

We have heard, Sir, a great deal* of the fine 
roads lately made through the Highlands of 
Scotland, and I do pot doubt of their being 
such as they have been represented ; nor do I 
doubt but that the gentleman, who had the 
oversight and direction of them, has taken cere 
to execute the design as faithfully and as fru- 
gally as w*9 possible; but I cannot see what 
it was that made such a design so absolutely 
necessary : these Highlanders, it is true, were 
made appear terrible before they were known, 
but after we got a little more into their ac- 
quaintance, they appeared to be but men ; and 
after they were disarmed, I cannot eeeT" that 
there was any gne^t occasion for this extraordi- 
nary expence, for which I find there is now 
charged about the sum of 10,000/. but since we 
have been at this extraordinary and unneces- 
sary expence, and that the Highlands are there- 
by made accessible, whenever we have a mind 
to send any troops into that country, there is 
certainly no farther occasion for the six High* 
land companies, which are kept up onlyfor 
preserving the peace of that country these six 
companies amount to above 500 men* and the 
maintaining of them costs the public much 
above 5000/. yearly ; this expence may cer- 
tainly be now saved, and all the service they 
do, or can possibly do, may for the future be 
performed by detachments from the regiments, 
which are kept in that part of the island. 
These things, Sir, I thought myself obliged to 
take notice of, but I shall' make no motion, 
only I hope that theywrtybe seriously consi- 
dered, and that all proper methods will betak- 
en for lessening the public charge as much as 
possible. 

Sir William Strickland stood up and daid : 
Sir : I have bad the honour to serve for seme. 
3 0 
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time at the board, Cor admitting pensioners into 
Chelsea-hospital ; I can answer for it, that in 
mil ray time, and I believe I may say for several 
years before, all imaginable care has been 
taken, to admit none but those who were justly 
in tided to that public charity, or rather that 
public reward for long and faithful services : 
None have ever been admitted but such as had 
been disabled in the" service, or such as hap* 
served their country for at least twenty years, 
and were discharged as unfit for farther service. 
The soldiers have always* been obliged to bring 
certificates from their officers of the time of their 
service, or of the manner of their having been 
disabled in the service. We have been so cau- 
tious, that we have made the fellows . strip to 
the skin, that we might examine them the more 
narrowly, and might be the belter, able to judge 
whether they were actually disabled and unfit 
for any farther service ; and after such a strict 
inquiry, we could not in conscience, we could 
not in humanity, refuse to admit them. 

Sir John Ruskout spoke next : 

Sir « It does appear strange to me, that not- , 
withstanding our long peace, the number of 

, those pensioners> and the charge the public is 
put to for maintaining them, should be every 
day increasing : twenty years services I must 
grant to be a long term, but yet it is not always 

, a proper qualification ; rf a man enters young into 
the service, whiph most do, he may have been a 
soldier for twenty years, and yet very fit for 
service, or for any day labour; and if such a 
man be discharged, I see no reasori why the 
public should be obliged to maintain him ; he 
may work for his daily bread. The public 
ought not to encourage any man to live idle, 
if he can possibly earn a subsistence by his 
daily labour : I believe, Sir, there are many, 
who are now pensioners of Chelsea-hospital, 
who*t»ave wives and children, and who not only 
can, but do earn as much by their labour as 
might maintain them and their families ; what 
they have from the public only contributes to 
encourage and support their extravagance : that 
hospital was never designed for such .men; it 
was designed as a charitable relief only for those, 
Whose great age, or great sufferings in the pub- 
he service, had rendered utterly incapable of 
maintaining themselves by<their daily labour, 
and. such orily can regularly be admitted as 
pensioners upon the public. 

Mr. If. Pelkam answered : 

Sir : I have had the honour to be one of the 
* Chelsea- board for some years, and am very 
certain that ever since I had any concern in it, 
there have been few or no impositions ever pat 
upon the Commissioners ; I could never indeed 
discover that any One man was admitted, who 
was not justly, in titled thereto. The worthy 
gentleman, who spoke last, is mistaken, if he 
thinks, that the number of the pensioners of 
that college is this year increased, upon the 
contrary the number is diminished : there are 
twenty-two pensioners less this year than there 
were the last ; it is true, the sum charged for 



that hospital is larger sow than it was last year, 
but that proceeds, from this being leap-year^ so 
that there is a da^ 's subsistence for the , whole 
number of pensioners more than there was last 
year, which amounts to a much larger sum than 
the savings, by the decrease in the number of 
pensioners does amount to. 

As for the great increase of pensioners upon 
that college within these few years past, it is 
very easy to account for it, because there were 
some time ago twb or three regiments brought 
over from Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, that had 
been in garrison in those two places for 15 or 
16 years, in all which time there had been few 
or no men discharged upon account of age or 
infirmity, from either of those regiments ; the 
reason of which, I suppose, was the great ex- 
pence of sending them home, and carrying over 
fresh recruits in their room : these soldiers hav- 
ing but very little fatigue, the officers found 
means to make" them perform all the duty that 
was required of them, while they remained in 
garrison : but upon their being brought home, 
the change of the air, added to their own' age 
and infirmities, made most of them entirely un- 
fit for a march, or for any duty whatever ; and 
it being then easy for the officers to supply their 
places with young men that were fit for service, 
great numbers of them were discharged, so that 
I may say, that the most part of those two or 
three regiments came all upon the hospital at 
once. Another reason, Sir, that has contri- 
buted much to the increaseof those pensioners, 
is, that there is as yet but a very bad provision 
for decayed soldiers in the hospital in Ireland, 
which is the cause, that whenever any regiment 
is brought over from that country in the course 
of changing, the old and disabled -men, who 
while in Ireland, did all they could to conceal 
their age or infirmity, then begin to solicit, and 
often obtain a discharge and certificate from 
their officer, in order to get themselves entered 
as pensioners in Chelsea college : this has been 
a sort of grievance, but his Majesty is doing all 
he can to get it rectified, as he does with respect 
to every grievance as soon as ever he discovers 
it ; and it is to be hoped, that he will have suc- 
cess in his endeavours as to this. 

The worthy gentleman was in the right, 
when he said, that twenty years service was 
not always a proper qualification ; it is not al- 
ways allowed of as such ; I have myself known 
several examples, when a- sturdy well-looked 
man has come with a proper discharge and 
certificate from his officer, in order to be ad- 
mitted upon the College, that the board have 
been so far from admitting him, that they exa- 
mined him as to the method of his obtaining 
his discharge, and if it appeared that he bad 
solicited the same, they have absolutely refused 
to admit him ; upon the other hand, if it ap- 
peared that be had not solicited his discharge, 
hut was willing to continue in the service, the 
board has sent him back to the regiment, with 
orders to his officer to receive him. 

As to the new roads made through the high- 
lands of Scotland, they 'are certainly of great 
use not only to that country! but to tb# whole 
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nation, because of' the easy access that is 
thereby made to and from the country ; and 
the expence will appear to be very small, when 
compared with tho great charges, that have 
formerly been brought in, for marching detach- 
ments through that country; one would be 
surprized to see the -difference between the 
sums 'charged for the making of those, roads, 
and the vast sums charged for some of those 
marches ; and whoever will be at the pains to 
compare them together, must grant, that the 
honourable gentleman who had the direction 
of making those roads, has taken the utmost 
care to see the design executed in the most 
faithful and frugal manner, and thrtt he has 
thereby done a piece of signal service to his 
country and to posterity. 

Mr. Putteney replied as follows : 

Sir; I doubt net but all necessary precau- 
tions are taken, at present, as to the admitting 
of pensioners upon that college, but whatever 
strictness may be observed in the inquiries as 
to that affair, there may notwithstanding now 
and then an imposition happen ; I believe the 
inquiries were made as strictly formerly as they 
are now, yet I know that some years ago there 
Was one fellow got himself admitted a pen- 
sioner, as having had two of his ribs broke by 
a -Jcannon ball, though it was afterwards dis- 
covered that the fellow's ribs were broke by a 
fall from a house, when he was serving the 
builders as a day-labourer. The roads made 
in the Highlands may be very good, that coun- 
try may be thereby rendered accessible, hot 
certainly khe more easy access is made thereto, 
the less necessary it is to keep up the in depen- 
dent companies; and since' we have been at 
the expence of making the country accessible, 
we may be relieved from the charge of main- 
taining those companies. I believe if the case 
were examined into, there is not, so much 
money raised for the public service in all that 
'country, as will pay only those independent 
companies, and I do not see any reason why 
the rest of the nation should be put to any far- 
ther expence that way ; I have not as yer heard 
any reason given for it, nor has there sny an- 
swer been made to my objection against that 
article of the public accounts. I know that, 
when accounts have been demanded of the 
produce of any branch of the revenue in that 
country, a right honourable per*on has been 
sometimes pleased to be facetious, and answer 
in the exchequer term nichil, bit such affairs 
are a little too serious to be msde a joke of. I 
have no great reason at preset to expect any 
reduction in our. standing amy ; but before I 
leave this subject, I must beg leave to«add, 
that if ever this nation dres arrive at the hap- 
piness of seeing a reduction, I hope his Ma- 
jesty will take care thrf entire corps shall be 
reduced ; for when induction is made in the 
method lately obsered, that is, by disbanding 
so many men in a company, the old men only 
are discharged, an* as soon as they are dis- 
charged aA soldi*** they enter as pensioners 
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upon Chelsea College, so that the public can 
never save much by any such reduction. 

. Sir Robert Walpole stood up, and said : " 

Sir; I am surprised to hear objections made 
against the articles /now mentioned; the/ 
really seem to be made tor the sake of humour 
only ; evt ry one of the articles that have been 
objected against is in itself so necessary, and 
so much care has been taken in every one of 
them ton dme the public expence as low at 
possible, that it would seem as if gentlemen 
were resolved to find fault with something. At 
to the article of Chelsea College, I am per- 
suaded, that all possible care has been taken 
to save the public, money ; no man has been 
lately admitted, but one who appeared plainly 
to be either a man who was grown old or in* 
firm, or one who was actually disabled in the 
service of his country ; such surely are objects 
of the public charity ; and no mau who has a 
regard for. the service, or for the honour of big 
country, will grudge a poor subsistance to a 
brave man, who by serving the public has ren- 
dered himself incapable to serve or provide for 
himself. Twenty years service only, is not, it 
never was, a qualification sufficient by itself to 
intttle a man to be admitted as a pensioner 
upon Chelsea College ; besides his service, ' 
every%nan who comes to be admitted, must 
have a regular discharge from his officer, and 
it is not to be presumed that any officer will 
discharge a brave old soldier, as long as he is 
in aoy way fit for service, even though he were 
to lose nothing by such a discharge ; but we 
know that an officer is a real loser by every 
discharge he grants ; what is allowed for levy-- 
money is always paid to the officer, whether 
he has an occasiou for any recruits or no ; if 
he has no occasion for recruits, he puts it in 
his own pocket, and if the recruiting of bis re- 
giment comes to more money in a year than 
the allowance will answer, he must pay the 
surplus out of his own pocket ; can we then 
imagine that any officer will discharge an able 
and a disciplined soldier, and thereby put him* 
self to a great charge for a new man to be put 
in his stead, besides the trouble and fatigue 
which the officer must undergo to see such ne»v 
men trained up to discipline? Such a supposi- 
tion plainly appears to be unreasonable. / 

Jt is very true, Sir, that when I came first 
into the Board for Chelsea-Hospital, which was 
soon after the late Queen's death, there was a 
strict scrutiny into the affairs of that hospital, 
and by the consequences such scrutiny ap- 
peared to be necessary ; for though we found 
the accounts all settled and signed by the for- 
mer commissioners, yet upon examination we 
discovered, that there were no less than 7000 
names put upon the list of Chelsea-pensioners, 
more than we could possibly find persons to 
answer to, and a great many of those persons 
who did answer to the- names put upon the list 
were Irish, who had no title to have been ad* 
roitted into that Hospital ; yet if the change 
had not happened at that time, it is certaji 
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chat the whole money charged would have been 
advanced and paid to the persons, that were 
principally concerned in inserting so many 
forgeries into thai list: from thence we may 
judge how necessary a scrutiny was at that 
-time, and what a large sum of money was saved 
to the public by such 'scrutiny. This, Sir, was 
one of the dark pieces of management in that 
administration, which never could be cleared 
up, at least it was never publicly avowed what 
was meant thereby. I remember likewise. that 
at the time of that scrutiny, there was a great 
reduction among the Letter-men, yet that is 
no argument that it is not necessary to have 
any Letter-men at aH ; it is but reasonable 
that some poor fellows, who have served long 
as serjeants or corporals of horse, or gentle- 
men eadees, who have had the misfortune to 
be disabled in the service, should be allowed 
tome sort of distinction, and have a little more 
'pay than a common soldier, especially con- 
sidering that such an allowance costs the pub- 
lick but a meer trifle. 

As to the roads made through the Highlands, 
I have heard them so much applauded by every 
body without doors, and the sum charged upon 
that account is so inconsiderable, that I wonder 
to hear any member of this House take notice 
of it. That there was a necessity for making 
such roads, must be evident to every mail who 
considers the circumstances of the nation, and 
of that country in particular. It is well known 
that whenever any design was set on mot 
against the government, or any invasion in- 
tended, the first scene has* been always laid in 
that country ; that country was formerly so in- 
accessible; that the enemies of the government 
could safely ,land or rendezvous there, and 
could easily defend themselves till they found 
an opportunity of coming down to the low- 
country, and raising a disturbance through the 
whole nation. It is very true, that the men of 
that country are but men, they are in them- 
selves no better than other men, and were ter- 
rible only because they could not be come at; 
from their inaccessible country they made in- 
roads and plundered their neighbours, and when 
• .sufficient force was raised against them, they 
retired again and took shelter among their in- 
accessible rocks and mountains, where it was 
impossible to come at them ; thi6 only made 
them terrfble,but by the highways that are now 
made, this cause of terror is removed; their 
neighbours are made easy, and that country 
will do longer be a safe iandiug or parading 
place for those who come to attack us, nor will 
it be a safe refuge for those who fly from the 
justice of the nation. 

, Though these roads be now finished, and 
brought to a perfection far beyond what could 
have been expected in so short a time, or for so 
small a sum, yet, Sir, the Independent Compa- 
nies are not thereby rendered unnecessary ; I 
nave been informed by every person, who has 
been in or knows the country and the nature 
of the pe .pie who are the inhabitants thereof, 
teat the keeping of those Independent Compa- 
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nies in the country rs by much the bast method 
of keeping the people in order ; and if those 
Companies were to be disbanded, ami the ser- 
vice to be performed by detachments from the 
regiments in the low*country, I aw sure the 
public would save nothing, for notwithstanding 
the highways that are now made, the marching 
of those detaenmenu backwards and forwards* 
and the sending them provisions, which mast 
be all sent from places in the lowrcouutry at a 
great distance, would cost the public full as 
much, if not more, every year, than the mainr 
tenance of those six Independent Companies 
now amounts to. As for what money may 
be returned from that country for the public 
service, I do not know ; but it is well knows 
that every part of that country pays the laaaV 
tax, and every other tax which they are sub- 
jected to by the articles of the union, and con- 
sequently they must certainly bear a part of the 
publick charge, and have from thence a just 
title to be protected and defended, as wett as 
any other part of the nation ; North-Britain is 
a part of Britain as well as South Britain is; it 
is the same country, and I hope in all the Re- 
solutions of this House it will always be look'4 
on as such. 

After this the Question being put on the said 
Motion, the same was agreed to. 

Feb. 1. The above Resolution, being re* 
ported, was agreed to by the House. 

The Proceedings relating to the Sate of the 
late Earl nf Derwentwater's Estate ordered to 
be laid before the Commons.] Feb. 2. The 
Commons ordered, That the proper Officer 
do lay before them all such Proceedings, Pa- 
pers, and other Instruments, as he had in his 
custody, relating to the Sale of the Estate of 
James late Earl of Derwentwater. 

Petition from the Proprietors of the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, complaining of the Mis* 
management of their directors.} Feb. S. Sir 
Thomas Robinson presented to the Commons 
a Petition of the Proprietors of* the Charitable 
Corporation,* complaining, " That by the most 



* " The reader may remember, that in the 
last session, several Petitions were offered in 
the House of Commons against the Charitable 
Corporation. . It now became a very serious 
affair ; for their capital was now enlarged by 
a royal licence to about 600,000**. Geunjs 
Robinson, mesiber of parliament for Marlow, 
was their cashkr, and having a statute of hankr 
ruptcy issued against him, he disappeared, as did 
likewise one Tbonxpson, who was the warehoastr 
keeper. It was won found out, upon enquiry, 
thara most pernicious, though incomprehen- 
sible piece of villainy, had been carried on. 
In short, 30,000/. was all that could be disco? 
vered, to answer for a . capital of MQflOQl. It 
does not belong to this history to trace this 
black affair through all tiu paiticulariuee that 
did attend it; it is sufficient to say, that in 
pursuance of the enquiry tot on soot hp tat 
Committee of the House of {tomatoes, vyjen s 
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notorious breach of tro»t in several persons, to amounting to several feundretf thousand pounds; 

whom the care and management of their affairs and that ajl the Petitioners were become great 

was committed, the said Corporation had been sufferers thereby, ami mmy of them reduced 

defrauded of the greatest part of their capital to the utmost degree of misery and distress; 

Petition presented to them by the proprietors 
for relief, it appeared, that sir Robert Sutton, a 
member of the Howe, and knight of the bath, 
one of bis Majesty's most honourable privy 
council, had been guilty, as one of the Com- 
mittee for managing the affairs of the Charita- 
ble Corporation, of promoting, abetting and 
carrying on, several indirect and 'fraudulent 
practices, for which he was expelled tbejiouse. 

" Nothing but the notoriety of the thing 
could have brought so severe a censure upon 
a gentleman, Who, like sir Robert Su{tpn, had 
been distinguished by some of the eminent 
employments in the state, was amiable in his 
private character, and happy in his connec-' 
tions, his friends, his family, and fortune; even 
his enemies were privately of opinion, that in- 
dolence and inadvertency were the chief causes 
of his misconduct. 

" The censure against sir Archibald Grant, 
another member of the House, was somewhat 
inure harsh ; for he was found guilty of having 
been concerned in copartnerships, in which 
the cash of the Corporation had been em- 
ployed, and great sums lost and embezzled ; 
and having been principally concerned in pro- 
^ moting, abettiqg, and carrying on, many other 
indirect and fraudulent practices in the ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the said Corporation. 

♦\ Besides those two gentlemen, Denis Bond, 
arid William Burroughs, esquires, Mr. George 
Jackson, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Richard 
Wooley, and Thomas - Warren,- were found 
principally concerned in these frauds ; and a 
Bill was brought into the House, to restrain all 
of them from going out of the kingdom for one 
year, or to alienate their effects, and to oblige 
them to discover the same. 

" While this Bill was depending, Mr. San- 
dys, chairman of the Committee, acquainted the 
House, that sir Robert Sutton had told him, 
that be had received a letter from one Mr. 
Arbuthnot, a correspondent of his, at Paris, in 
which was enclosed a letter, from signior Bel- 
loni, a banker at Rome, directed to the Com- 
mittee* of the Charitable Corporation, or in 
case the Committee did not subsist, to sir Ro- 
bert Sutton and others, informing, that Belloni 
had procured Jolm Thompson, late warehouse- 
keeper to the Charitable Corporation to be ar- 
rested and secured in the castle of St. Angelo 
at Rome. 

" That .the whole of this contrivance was a 
low* artifice of the Jacobites, appeared not only 
from the whole compaction of its conduct, but 
by the character of the persons employed to 
manage it. Arbuthnot the banker, was an 
avowed Jacobite. Sir Robert Sutton appKed, 
in order to clear himself Of all suspicion of be- 
ing concerned with Thompson, to doctor Ar- 
buthnot, the banker's brother, who at his re- 
quest, pcewbdwkb the banker to wikt to Bel- 



loni, who was well known to be the Pretender's 
banker and agent at Rom* (as Arbuthnot was 
at Paris), to get, Thompson secured. Belloai 
and Arbuthnot were the more pleased with 
this commission, because they were in hopes tp 
manage it so, as to make the arrest of Belloni 
seem to be owing to the Pretender's 96*1 for 
hawing justice done to the English nation, 

'* The whole, bowerer, was managed with 
great tenderness, and even favour, to Thomp- 
son ; for though he had pretended to make a 
full discovery of all his ejects, and eyen gave 
orders for delivering them up, yet taese prde'rs 
and all the papers be had executed, were to re* 
main jn Arbuthnot the banker's bands, till 
such time as the House of Commons or the 
Charitable Corporation should agree to the 
proposals of Thompson, who by this, time, was, 
together with Robinson the cashier, adjudged 
by act of parliament to be guilty of felony. 
Besides this the proposals of Thompson, though 
complied with, would have been of very little 
service to the Corporation. But the strain of 
the letter from Belloni to the Committee, left 
no manner of room to doubt, that the whole 
was a contrivance of the Pretender and his 
adherents. The parliament easily saw through 
this, and both Houses having held a conference, 
it was adjudged, nerru cow., " That Belloni's 
letter is an insolent and audacious Jihel, at* 
tempting by false and insidious insinuations, to 
impose upon the parliament and British nation; 
and by specious pretences and professions of 
esteem, affectioa and compassion, to amuse the 
unhappy sufferers of the Charitable Corpora- 
tion, with vain and deceitful hopes of relief; 
that the said paper is in itself, absurd and con* 
tradictory, conceived at the beginning in 
terms, and in the style, of power and autho- 
rity, or as proceeding from some extraordinary 
interest and influence, but concluding in the 
person and character of a private banker of 
Rome, ouerlng upon certain conditions, on the 
behalf of John Thompson, to deliver certain 
books and papers of the said Thompson ; the 
contents, value and consequence of which, are 
unknown, without any offer to surrender die 
person of the said Thompson, although repre- 
sented to have been" arrested and detained in 
safe custody, from a sense of the frauds com- 
mitted by him, and a due regard to justice. 
The conditions demanded and insisted upon 
by, and in behalf of Thompson, appearing at 
the same time to be loose, evasive and uncer- 
tain, tending to procure advantages and indem- 
nity to himself and bis accomplices, without 
any intention or prospect of beue&t to the Cor- 
poration ; and that this whole transaction ap- 
pears to be a scandalous artifice, calculated 
purely to delude the unhappy, and to disguise, 
and conceal the wicked practices of the pro- 
fessed enemies to bis Majesty's person, crow* 
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And alledging, that some, who had been guilty 
of these frauds, had transported themselves to 
pans beyond the seas, and carried with them 
some of the books and effects of the said Cor- 
poration ; and that there was great reason to 
believe, such an immense sum of money could 
not have been embezzled without the conni- 
vance and participation of others who continued 
here ; and that the Petitioners were unable to 
come at the knowledge of their combinations, 
or to bring them to justice, without the aid of 
the power and authority of that House ; and 
therefore praying, that the House would vouch- 
safe to enquire into the State of the said Cor- 
poration, and the Conduct of those who had 
had the care and management of their Affairs; 
and would give such Relief to the Petitioners, as 
to the House should seem meet." 

Debate on the said Petition.] This Petition 
being read, 

Mr. Oglethorp stood up and spoke as fol- 
lows : 

Sir; I am persuaded that this Petition will 
be received in a manner deserving of the un- 
happy case of the sufferers, and of the justice 
of this House : I can hardly suspect that any 
gentleman that has the honour to be a member 
of this House, will oppose giving all the relief 
we can to such a number of unhappy people, 
who have been so much cheated and injured ; 
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yet because. I have heard it whispered without 
doors that we ought not to receive this Petition, 
upon account, as is pretended, that the Com- 
mon Seal was not regularly affixed thereto, I 
think it necessary to take some notice of that 
objection, in case any, such be to be made; I 
must say, that if there be any irregularity *s to 
the affixing of the public seal of that Company 
to this Petition, it is in my opinion so far from 
being an objection to our receiving die Peti- 
tion, that it is a very strong reason for it; if 
there be any fault in form, k is the fault of 
those who had the keeping of the coinmoa 
seal, and as they may perhaps be somj of those 
against whom the complaints made, and who 
upon inquiry be found by this House to be the 
guilty persons, we are therefore to look upon 
any neglect in form to be a wilful fault, and a 
plot law! for preventing the truth's being 
brought to light; such plots will, I hope, he al- 
ways defeated by the wisdom of this House, 
and whenever it can be discovered that any 
frauds have been committed, or any indirect 
practices used by those who have the keeping 
of any common seal, this House will, I hope, 
make use of that power, with which it is by . 
our constitution invested, for detecting and 
punishing the criminals: for my own part, I 
always was for encouraging the design upoa 
which this Corporation was at first established; 
people may call it Charitable or not, as they 
please ; but I always looked* .upon it as an act 
of charity to let necessitous persons have money 
to borrow upon easier terms than they could 
have it elsewhere ; money like other things is 
but a commodity, and in the way of dealing:, 
the use thereof, as well as of other things, is 
looked upon to be worth as much as people 
can get for it ; ' if this Corporation let necessi- 
tous people have, the use of their money, at a 
cheaper rate than any other person would lend 
money at, they were certainly useful to the 
public, and were so far to be reckoned a Cha- 
ritable Corporation; and if they had asked 
more than what was usual to be given, they 
could not have had any customers ; the design 
was therefore in itself good and useful, but the 
better the design was, the more those persons 
deserve to be punished, who by their frauds 
have disappointed the pubjic of reaping the 
benefit, which might have accrued by an honest 
and faithful execution of so good an under- 
taking. 

Sir Thomas Robinson spoke next : 
, Sir ; There is no doubt but that a great 
many frauds have been committed in the affair 
now before us; so large a sum of money could 
not have been lost in so short a time, hy the 
greatest misfortunes that possibly could have 
happened ; nor could the greatest mismanage- 
ment reduce such a capital to nothing in so few 
years, without some fraud at bottom ; and as 
matters now stand, every man who had any 
hand in this unhappy affair, is accused by the 
general voice of the people; every man con* 
cerued is presumed to have been a partaker in 
the crime, and the innocent suffer iu their cba- 



and dignity " It was then unanimously voted, 
that the said infamous libel should be burnt 
at the Royal Exchange, by the hand of the 
common hangman. 

" Thus ended an affair, which notwithstand- 
ing all the care and even earnestness of the 
government, brought destruction upon thou- 
sands of poor sufferers. Being many of them of 
the lowest rank, they gratified their revenge in 
murmuring against their superiors; and they 
were not wanting in throwing out abuse against 
"the most venerable names in the nation, as be- 
ing the authors of their calamities, or at least 
sharers in their spoils. But nothing could be 
more ridiculous, as well as unjust, than such 
aspersions, because it was plain from the spirit 
with which the government (who could have 
crushed the proceedings) joined in prosecuting 
the offenders, that no persons of the* most 
exalted condition .could have been concerned 
in the fraud ; and if they had, they must have 
shared in the loss ; as it is certain that the estates 
of the two gentlemen who were on that ac- 
count expelled the House of Commons, were 
greatly injured, even independently of all pro- 
ceedings against them, either legal or parlia- 
mentary. Add to this, that had Thompson, 
the warehouse-keeper, who roust have been 
master of the secret, known of any such prac- 
tices, he would undoubtedly hav,e made ' his 
court at Rome by disclosing them ; nor, consi- 
dering the severe examination the affairs and 
the books of the Company met with, both 
within and without doors, can it be imagined 
they could have been concealed." Tindal. 
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racters, as weH as in their estates, by the frauds 
of the guilty. As the capital stock of this Cor- 
poration was divided among a great number of 
proprietors, the sufferers by these frauds must 
be very numerous, and amongst them there are 
without doubt a great many who are quite un- 
done; it is enough to move the compassion of 
any man to think, that gentlemen and ladies, 
who have been bred to an affluent fortune, 
should thus a£ once be reduced to misery and 
starving ; and that without any fault of their 
own, but merely by the frauds or by the neg- 
lect of those to whom they had- intrusted the 
management of their estates. This is a case, 
Sir, that deserves to be inquired into in an ex- 
traordinary manner; such innocent sufferers 
deserve the most speedy redress that the justice 
of this nation can admit of; it would be cruelty 
to leave it to the ordinary forms, or to subject 
it to the long delays that necessarily attend the 
ordinary course of justice ; and therefore I 
hope, that no member of this House will refuse 
to give ear tothe just complaint of the Peti- 
tioners, or appear to be against giving them all 
the redress that can be given in a parliament- 
ary method of proceeding. There are, I think, 
thr.ee things that must come under our consi- 
deration in the present case: We must endea- 
vour to relieve as much as possible those who 
are the unhappy sufferers in this affair; we 
must endeavour as much as we can to discover 
those who are really guilty, and punish them 
as severely as their crimes deserve; and we 
must endeavour to vindicate the characters of 
those who are innocent, and who at present 
suffer by being blended with those that are 
guilty. These things demand a most strict and 
a most exact scrutiny into the management of 
the affairs of this Corporation, and therefore 
this Petition ought not only to be referred to a 
Committee, but to a select Committee of a cer- 
tain number of members to be chose by ballot, 
which Committee ought to be a Committee of 
feecrecy. 

Captain Vernon agreed in every thing to 
what sir Thomas Robinson had moved for, ex- 
cept as to the Committee's being a Committee 
of Secrecy, in which he was seconded ty 

Mr. Hopkins, who said, That a Public 
Committee would be more for the purpose, be- 
cause in such case he and every other member 
of the House, who conld give them any inform- 
ation, could then attend and know what they 
were about, by which they would learn how to 
assist the Committee in making discoveries, 
and clearing up facts which they might be in 
any doubt about." He added, " That in the 
management of this affair, he could not' but 
take notice of one fact, which to him appeared 
something extraordinary ; which was, that at 
one time there were Bonds or Notes of that 
Corporation issued, to the value of abouf 
120,000/. about which time the York Buildings 
Stock rose from 18 or lo to 36 or thereabout 
per cent. This sudden rise, he believed, was 
principally owing to the Bonds and Notes of 
| the Charitable Corporation, which at that time 
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went about current and. in great plenty in" 
Change Alley. * 

Sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Denis Bond 
Said, That as they had the misfortune to be 
named as managers of the affairs of that cor- 
poration, they thought themselves obliged to 1 
say something upon the present occasion : 
That they were both very considerable propri- 
etors, and consequently were very great suf- 
ferers, but though they bad been named ad 
managers, yet they were but seldom there, and 
knew very httle of what Was done. 

*Sir Archibald Grant Said, That as he like- 
wise had the misfortune to be a Manager, he 
thought himself obliged to say something to the 
affair then before them ; that he also was a 
very considerable proprietor, had no less than 
1500 shares of their capital in his own right, 
which had cost him above 8000/. Tnat he was 
very willing the management should be in- 
quired into, because he hoped the fraudnlentr 
and deceitful would thereby be distinguished 
from those, who had been deceived and im- 
posed upon. 

Several Members spoke for the Committee 
being a Secret Committee, because it had been 
: always observed, that such Committees made 
, the most narrow and the most speedy inquiry* 
. into the affairs that had been referred to them : 
That if every member had a liberty of coming 
there, it would occasion such disturbance and 
so many delays, that it would be impossible 
for the Committee to finish their report, ' or for 
the House to give any relief to the unhappy 
sufferers, . during that session of parliament. 
That its being a Committee of Secrecy could 1 
not be any loss, as to their getting all possible* 
information from the other memhers of the 
House, who could make any discoveries ; for 
that the gentlemen of the Committee would 
be known, and it was to be presumed that 
every member, that could make any discovery 
of consequence, would immediately give in* 
' formation thereof to some of the gentlemen of 
the Committee. 5 • . 1 

The said Petition referred to a Committee.] 
Then it was resolved, without opposition, 
" That the said Petition be referred to a Com* 
mittee of twenty one, to be chosen by bal- 
loting." But a motion being made, and /the 
question put, That the said Committee be a 
Committee of Secrecy, it passed in the nega- 
tive by 212 votes against 132. 

Sir R. WalpoWs motion for redding 'tht 
Pension Bill a third time.] Feb. 7. A Motion 
was made by sir Ho'bert Walpole, for having 
the Pension Bill read the third time, on the. 
10th instant, in a full House, because he did 
not know but that he might then offer several 
reasons against it, and endeavour to shew, 
that it was neither a proper Bill for redressing; 
the evil complained of, nor was it offered at a 
proper season. • 

Mr. Pulteney said, That that Bill had beet 
two years successively before that House ; 
daring which time they had had many oppor* 
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taAities to consider every eleese in it, every 

one of ' which bad been concerted by the ablest 
men hi the nation. Thai the Bill was cer- 
tainly a good and a necessary Bill, was very 
much wanted, and bad the general voice of 
the nation in its favour. That though the 
other Hoase had twice thrown it out, yet be 
could not think that any men of honour could 
be against it ; what their reasons were for' so 
doing, he could not tell ; but it seemed, and 
be had even heard it whimpered, that they 
were tired of doing such**** work; they, 
were resolved to do no more of it, and if so, 
says be, it is jbecome necessary for us to do 
our own * ***.work ourselves. 

But sir Robert Walpole's motion not being 
insisted on, no order was made. 

Depate in the Commons on Sir Robert WaU 
pole's Motion for reviving the Salt Duty.] 
Feb. 9. The House of Commons resolved itself 
into* a Committee of jbe whole House, to cousi- 
der farther of ways and means for raising the 
supply granted to his Majesty ; and the several 
papers and accounts relating to the Salt Duty 
having been laid before this Committee, 

Sir Robert Walpoh stood up and spoke as 
v follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
s As there is nothing his Majesty has more at 
heart than the giving all possible ease to his 
subjects ; so whenever he is necessarily 
obliged lo desire assistance from them for the 
immediate support of the government, he de- 
sires that they would choose those ways 
and means for raising the annual supplies, 
which are least burthensome to the people, 
and which makes the load fall equally upon the 
subjects in general. When money is to be 
raised for the public good, for the security of 
aU, he thinks that every one ought to contri- 
bute his Share, in proportion to the benefit that 
he is thereby to receive. In pursuance of 
these his Majesty's inclinations, and in pur- 
suance of what J look upon as the most equi- 
table rule for raising contributions, I shall take 
the liberty of proposing to this House a method 
for raising Some part of the supply for this pre- 
sent year, which by falling equally upon all, 
will be burthensome to none ; and by which 
those; who have stood tlie brunt of the day, 
those who have been oppressed for many years, 
may in some measure be relieved. 

This, Sir, is the' only view I have in making 
the? propose-) y after it is made, tbtf House may 
then take' it into their oansideratipn, and each 
member certainly will jedgeTbf it as he thinks 
proper* If it is approved o£ I shall rejoice in 
hating been* the author of a measure, which I 
thiols will contribute so much to the good of 
my country in general* aud to the relief of 
those who have for many years borne too great 
frsbare of the public burthen ; and if it happens 
not to meet with the approbation of this House, 
I stall ha*re the testimtmy of a goodV conscience 
<pr my comfort ; for since I have no other view 
tart only a aufoete arid an honest intention to 
9 



rave i* bef to my fellow-subjeots, I nearer can 
nave occasion to repeat, nor do I any way 
dread those reproaches, which may be un- 
justly thrown upon me, or upon the measure I 
am to propose ; for these are things which in 
all public transactions every man must expect : 
No public measure can be proposed, but what 
may be against the private interest and selfish 
views of some particular men ; but 1 fear not 
the enmity, and I despise the revHings of 
those* who prefer their own little selfish views 
to the general good and welfare of their 
country. 

I have, Siry with the deepest concern ob- 
served, how heavy aud how unequal a burthen 
has been long borne by the landed gentlemen 
of this kingdom : I have long had it im my view 
to procure them some ease as soon as possible, 
and am pleased to think that an opportunity 
now offers itself for doing what I have so long 
had much at heart ; and I hope I shall hare 
the good luck to find that my sentiments 
are approved of by this House ; and the ap- 
probation of sueh an assembly I shall always 
look upon as the greatest honour done to any 
proposal made by me. As to the manner; Sir, 
of raising taxes upon the people, it is a certain 
maxim, that that tax which is the most equal 
and the most geneial, is the most just* and 
tbe least burthensome. Where every man con- 
tributes a small share, a great sum may be 
raised for the public service, without any man's 
being sensible of what he pays; whereas a 
small sum, raised upon a few, lies heavy upon 
each particular man, and is the more grievous, 
in that it is unjust ; for where the benefit is 
mutual, the expence ought to be in Common. 
Of all the taxes I ever could think of, there is 
not one more general, nor one less felt, , than 
that of.theduty upon Salt. The duty upon Salt 
is a tax that every man in the nation contri- 
butes to according to his circumstances and 
condition in life ; every subject contributes 
something ; if he be a poor man, he contributes 
so small a trifle, it will hardly bear a name ; 
if he be rich, he lives more luxuriously, and 
consequently contributes more ; and if be be a 
man of a great esrate, . he keeps a great num- 
ber of servants* and must therefore, contribute 
a great deal. Upon the other hand, there is 
no tax that ever was laid upon the people of 
this nation, that is more unjust and unequal 
than the Land Tax. ' The land-holders bear but 
a small proportion to the people of this nation, 
or of any nation ; yet no man contributes any 
the least share to this tax, but he that is pos- 
sessed of a land estate ; and yet this tax has 
been continued without intermission for above 
these 40 years. It has continued so long, and 
has lain so. heavy, that I may venture to say 
many a landed gentleman in this kingdom has 
thereby been utterly ruined and undone. 

This consideration. Sir, has prompted me to 
endeavour to procure them some relief, and 
for this end I shall venture to make the follow- 
ing motion. " That towards raising the supply 
granted to his Majesty, the several duties 0a 
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home-made Salt, granted to the late king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary, by an Act of the 5th and 
6th years of their reign, for a term of years, and 
afterwards made perpetual ; and also the addi- 
tional Duties on Salt, granted by an act -of the 
9th and 10th years of his said late Majesty king 
Wiltiam, and all the Duties chargeable on home- 
' made Salt in Great-Britain, which by an act of 
the 3rd year of his present Majesty's reign, ceas- 
ed and determined on the 25th day of December 
1730, be revived and granted to his Majesty, 
his heirs aod successors, for the term of three 
years from the 25th of March next, 1732." 

If I have, Sir, the good luck to succeed so 
far in my wishes, as to have this motion ap- 
proved of, I shall theiij beg leave to move, 
that the sum of one shilling in the pound, and 
oo more, be. raised for this year upon land; 
but if this House does not agree to the mo- 
tion I now make, I roust in that case- move 
for a Land-Tax of two shillings in the pound ; 
for so much will be absolutely necessary for 
the current service of the year. This, Sir, is 
^vhat a sincere and a hearty desire to do ser- 
vice to my country, and justice to my fellow- 
subjects, has emboldened me to propose. I 
declare I had no other view, but that of pro- 
curing some ease, some relief to the landed- 
interest. If this be agreed to, some means 
may be fallen upon to relieve them of the* 
whole again next year; and I shall always 
look upon it as a great honour, , that after a 
continuance of a land-tax of four, three or 
two shillings at least in the pound for 40 years 
together, it was at last reduced to one, at a 
time when I had a share in the administra- 
tion Of the affairs of this nation. Before J 
leave this subject, I must intreat every one 
that hears me, to consider hoW many landed- 
gentlemen of ancient, families there are in Bri- 
tain, who have but small estates, how maoy of 
them have great families to support and many 
children to provide for, and how many even of 
those who have large Estates in Land are so 
charged with mori gages; jointures, or rent- 
charges, that it is hardly possible for ihem to 
support their character in the country where 
they live, though they were not to pay one shil- 
ling towards a land-tax.. 

Our nobility and gentry were once famous for 
hospitality and generosity ; if the unavoidable 
necessities of state have obliged them for so 
many years to abridge their expence,and contract 
their manner of living, let us do at least what is 
in our power to restore them, to their former 
state, by relieving them of a part of that bur- 
then, which they, and they only, have for so 
many years been charged with. 

Mr. Walter Plumer rose up and spoke as 
follows : " 

Sir, * * 

I agree with the right hon. gentleman who 
made the motion, in this, That the lauded gen- 
tlemeri of this nation have been for many years 
subject to very grievous taxes; the land-tax is 
apt the only tax that has been heavy upon 

Vol. VIII. . 
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them, but every otjier tax falls at last upon them 
with its greatest weight : It is indeed high time 
that some of the burthens should be taken off 
their shoulders, and it s was reasonable for them 
to have expected from his Majesty's most gra- 
cious speech, that in this session of parliament 
they would have met with some relief; but 
how much surprised must they be, when they 
hear, that all the relief that has been pro- 
posed is, to take off one tax which lies heavy 
upon them only, and in the room thereof to 
lay on another, which will lie equally heavy up- 
on most of them, and at the same time will be 
a most insupportable burthen upon every one of 
their fellow-subjects ? The proposing this as a 
relief for the landed gentlemen appears to vat 
in so odd alight, that I cannot well comprehend 
how it can be expected^ that any gentleman in 
England should be so imposed on. It is so 
short a time ago, that we must all remember 
how this tax upon Salt came to be taken off. 
His Majesty, by his most gracious speech from the 
throne only two years ago [See p. 766.] shewed, 
that he was sensible how much the trade and 
manufactures of this nation suffered, by the 
many taxes, the poor tradesmen and labourers 
were subject to; he therefore recommended 
to us the taking off some of those taxes, which 
were most burthensome upon the poor ; and 
at that time, Sir, it was the opinion of this very 
House, that this tax upon Salt was the most 
burthensome upon the poorjfand the most per- 
nicious to the trade of this kingdom, of all the 
taxes we are liable to. This, Sir, was one of the 
many reasons Tor taking it off, and why we 
should so suddenly alter our opinion, and re^ 
solve to grind the face of the poor, in order to 
relieve a few of the rich, I can see no reason ; 
I say, Sir, a few of the rich, for it may be easily 
made appear, that the* relief proposed wilt be no 
relief at all to the landed gentlemen of small 
fortunes, and even to the rich it will1>e but a 
small present ease, which will be attended with 
most heavy and most fatal consequences. 

I had the honour, Sir, to be one of those who 
were instrumental in getting this clog upntr our 
trade removed ; I hope I shall have the honour 
to be one of those who shall be instrumental in 
preventing its being forced upon us again ; for 
if this duty be revived, I despair of ever seeing 
it again taken off. It is not always a certain 
maxim, that those taxes which are most gene- 
ral are least burthensome ; upon the contrary, 
it holds true in all countries, and at all times, 
that'those taxes which are laid upon the luxu- 
ries of mankind are the least burthensome ; and 
I believe in the most luxurious country upon 
earth, I am sure as to this country ; it cannot be 
said that they are the most general : After a 
nation is brought to that woeful pass, that they 
must extend their taxes farther than the luxu- 
ries of their coifntry, it is certain, that those 
taxes which are raised with the least charge to 
the public, are the most convenient and the 
easiest to the people ; but in all cases particu-" 
lap- care ought to be taken not to tax those 
things which are necessary Tor the very subsist- 
< 3P 
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ence of the poor ; such taxes always occasion 
murmuring? and sedition ainoug the people, and 
in such a country as this, which subsists by 
trade and manufacture, such taxes bring sure 
and inevitable destruction; for they enhance 
the price of all necessaries of life, the wages of 
the tradesman and manufacturer must conse- 
quently rise higher, arid where the wages of the 
workmen are high, the manufactures of that 
country never can be sold so cheap as the ma- 
nufactures of other countries ; this must at last 
destroy their whole trade, and I am convinced 
that no landed gentleman in England will 
chuse to 6ave a shilling in the pound as to the 
land tax, even though he were to pay nothing 
in lieu thereof, when by such a saving he brings 
ruin upon the trade and manufactures of his 
native country. 

I ljave, Sir, always appeared, and I hope ever 
shall appear zealous for the support of the pre- 
sent royal family; as a friend to our most happy 
constitution, as a faithful subject to his Ma- 
jesty, I must declare against reviving this tax 
upon salt ; for granting that the reducing of a 
shilling in the pound upon the land tax, by the 
revival of this upon salt, were a real relief to the 
landed gentlemen, which is very far from beiug 
the case, yet we must allow that for one, that is 
eased or obliged by the reducing of the land 
tax, there will be 99 disobliged by the revival 
of the tax upon salt; this must occasion such a 
general dissatisfaction, and so much grumbling 
amongst the people against his Majesty, that 
the keeping up a standing army will become 
necessary for supporting him against the disaf- 
fected ; and by experience we know, that where 
the disaffection becomes very general, even the 
army is not to be depended on, for in such case 
roost of them would probably join with the 
discontented: It would become necessary for 
the security of his Majesty's person and go- 
vernment, to bring in an array of foreign troops 
to prey upon the bowels of our mother country. 

1 have, Sir, as much sympathy and compas- 
sion as any man for the great distresses that 
have been brought upon many of our landed 
gentlemen ; and I flattered myself with the 
pleasing hope, that they were now to be re- 
lieved ; now when there is a profound tran- 
quillity established both abroad and at home, I 
could not so much as imagine, that it would be 
necessary to continue all our taxes, and I could 
far less imagine that any proposal vtould be 
made for relieving us of one tax, by laying on 
another much more grievous. No -man can 
expect that the landed gentlemen in England 
have so little sense as to be cajoled in such a 
manner. * The land tax, it is true, takes from 
the landed gentleman a part of his rent yearly, 
but the salt tax, being a charge upon our trade 
and manufactures, will at last disable his tenants 
from paying him any rent; and besides, it 
makes the maintaining even of his own family 
much more expensive, so that at die endof the 
year he will find himself no gainer upon the 
main, and his tenants being ruined and undone, 
the rents and the value of his estate will be de- 



creasing yearly. I only desire that every landed 
gentleman, that hears me, would consider what 
he could make of his estate if we had no trade, 
no manufactures, nor arty number of populous 
trading towns in England. Whoever considers 
this, must conclude that, in most parts of Eng- 
land, the landed estates would not in that case 
bring, in yearly to their landlords near the rent 
they do at present, no, nor one quarter thereof. 
Who then will be such a fool as to desire to be 
relieved of one shilling in the pound upon tbt 
land tax, when he must pay as much in ano- 
ther way, for the salt made use of in his family, 
end when at the same time he diminishes the 
yearly value of his estate much more than one 
shilling in the pound ; nay, muck more than 
any land tax ever amounted to in England. 
The land tax, Sir, is but an annual diminution 
of a gentleman's estate ; he may be free of it, 
or of a part of it, the succeeding year : But if 
by the decay of our trade, and the charge that 
is laid upon the poor farmer, he be obliged to 
lower the rents of his estate, that will be a di- 
minution which I am afraid will endure for ever. 

Before I have done, I must, Sir, take notice, 
that the Salt Duty, or a considerable part 
thereof, was formerly appropriated to the Sink* 
ing Fund ; yet this duty was but two years ago 
thought so grievous and so prejudicial to our 
trade, that we then made no scrapie of en- 
croaching a little even upon that sacred fund, 
in order to ease the people of so pernicious and 
burdensome a tax : I am sorry to see the opi- 
nion of any gentleman, as to this tax, so much 
altered in so short a time : but if we do alter 
our opinion, and revive this tax, k certainly 
ought to be appropriated again to that useful 
fund ; if we do revive it without any such ap- 
propriation, we make a most' dangerous pre- 
cedent, whenever any of these taxes that 
are now appropriated to the Sinking Fund, 
are wanted for another use, it is but taking 
them or! for one year, and laying them on the 
next for a new purpose ; thus the Sinking Fund 
may *be at last entirely exhausted, and our 
debts remain for ever unpaid, without lessen- 
ing any of our taxes. 

Captain Vernon spoke next : 

Mr. Speaker ; 
I hope every gentlemen in this House has 
perused the short account of the money, "which 
' has been brought into his Majesty's exchequer, 
by the produce of the Salt duty from that part 
of Great Britain, called Scotland, for the last 
ten yerjrs ; I have looked for that account, but 
can find hut one article, and that article is next 
to nothing. In the space of ten years, not one 
shilling was ever brought into the Exchequer, 
from the Salt duty in that country : How then 
can this tax be said to be an equal* tax, when 
such a considerable part of this kingdom never 
paid one farthing towards it; even by the pro- 
posal now made, they are not to pay near so 
much as we are to pay in South Britain ; and 
of that small proportion that is to be laid upon 
them, it is probable no part will ever come to 
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the public account s This tax must therefore be 
unequal, because we in England are to bear 
the whole of the burden ; Scotland is to bear 
no part, and yet tbey are by the Articles of the 
Union obliged to bear their proportional part 
of all new taxes, more especially, those which 
are raised for the current service of the year. 
If it be said, that the people in that country 
are not abie to pay this whole tax, it is a good 
argument against tbe tax in general ; for no tax 
ought to be laid upon the people, but those to 
which tbey can ail contribute their share: The 
people of England ought not to be charged 
with a duty, and the people of Scotland left 
free ; such unequal charges will soon make every 
man in England wish that the Union had never 
been made. 

, It is true, Sir, I cannot but applaud the gen- 
tlemen of that country, for appeal ing in favour 
of the tax upon Salt ; it is shewing a laudable 
seal for the proper interest of their native 
country : It is laying a tax upon us, to which 
they contribute nothing, in place of a tax, to 
which they have always contributed an equal 
share. This, Sir, may justify their conduct as 
to the question now in hand, but I hope the 
gentlemen of the south parts of Britain will 
shew the same concern for the interest of their 
part of tbe island ; and I am glad to find that 
so many of them do shew such a concern, for 
k appeared to me yesterday, that the question 
was carried against the south parts of tbe 
island, by the votes of those gentlemen who 
come from the north. [Here he was called to 
Order, after which he went on] Sir, I design 
no reflection upon any man ; but the affair be- 
fore us is of tbe utmost consequence to tbe in- 
terest and trade of the whole kingdom ; our 
liberties, our properties, and every thing that is 
dear to us is at stake. This seems to be a step 
towards introducing a general excise, which is 
inconsistent with the liberties of a free people; 
and, Sir, when life, liberty, or property is con- 
cerned, it will be found that every man will 
fight; a country clown in huddon-gray may 
perhaps shew as much courage, and fight as 
well as a soldier in red : What ! do we think, 
because a fellow is a beau, and dresses himself 
up with powder and essences, that therefore he 
has more courage than another man ? I suspect 
tnere are many of those fine gentemen, who are 
afraid of letting the wind blow upon them, for 
iear of blowing the powder out of their wigs, 
that could not, perhaps, bear the smell of gun- 
powder. As the affair before us is of the ut- 
most consequence, so it ought to give us the 
more concern, that if it passes in this House, 
there are no hopes in the other : In the other 
House, we know, Sir, there is a peculiar Bench, 
which will [Here he was again called to Order, 
and was told by Mr. Speaker, That no gentle- 
man was to throw reflections upon any body of 
men, nor was any member of that House, in 
any thing he said, to take notice of what was 
dene, or what might be xlone in the other, then 
tbe Captain went on] Sir, it was not possible £ 
Could majce -any reflection upon any man, or 
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upon any set of men, for I had drawn no con- 
clusion. But Jet us do what we will, let both 
-Houses, if they have a mind, pass this Bill, it is 
so directly opposite to the interest of the na- 
tion, and to the interest of our present-happy 
establishment, that I am convinced his Majesty 
will refuse giving it the sanction of the royal 
assent. 

Mr. Horatio Walgole stood up, and said, 
Sir: I find some of those gentlemen, who 
have spoken upon the affair in hand, are quite 
mistaken as to the motion that has been made. 
If any new and unlieard of tax had been thereby 
proposed, they might have some reason for 
those fears, which they have represented to us 
in so strong a light ; murmurings and grumblings 
among tbe people might be apprehended ; but 
the tax proposed is no new tax, it is only pro- 
posed to. revive a tax which was raised upon 
the people of England for 3^ years together, 
and was always paid by rjiem, without the least 
grumbling or complaint. By experience, Sir, 
we are convinced that it is no way burthensome 
upon the people ; and indeed, it is so little felt 
by them, that even since' it was taken off, there 
is hardly a man in the kingdom that has been 
sensible of tbe ease, or has in any manner ex*» 
pressed bis satisfaction therewith : This shews 
that /t may be revived without any danger of 
overcharging any particular man; or any sort of 
men. Every man, I believe, that contributes 
towards the land tax, is fully sensible of the 
burthen that is thereby laid upon him ; but 
who is it thajt ever was sensible of what he paid 
towards the salt duty, or has felt any ease since 
it was taken off ? It is a duty that.is paid by 
such a multitude of people, that no single man 
can any way feel what be pays thereto, which 
is a most evident demonstration that it is one of 
the most easy ways we can chuse, for raising 
money for the necessary supplies of the govern- 
ment. 

Those gentlemen, who talk so much of its 
being destructive to our trade and manufac- 
tures, ought to come to particulars ; they ought 
to shew what trade or manufacture was lost or 
injured, during tbe 84 years that the tax con** 
tinued to be paid by the people of England ; 
they ought to shew what manufactures have 
become cheaper, or what sort of tradesmen's 
wages have been lowered, since the abolishing 
of this tax : If any one such effect could be 
made appear, I should believe they had some , 
reason for what they say ; but when the con«- 
trary/acts appear to be true, I cannot join in 
opinion with them. During the whole time 
that Chis tax continued, there never was any 
one manufacture thereby lost, our trade never 
flourished more than^it did' in that course of 
time ; and since the tax was taken off, we all 
know that no trade or manufacture has been 
thereby improved, nor have the wages of one 
workman in the kingdom been diminished ; the 
pretended fatal consequences of this tax must 
therefore be all imaginary. 

As this Tax upon Salt is one of the most 
equal and easy taxes on the people, 40 there is 
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not any one tax can be proposed, that may be 
raised with less ex pence to the public ; The 
method of raising it costs but very little more- 
-than the raising of the land tax will cost : and 
whatever difference there may be. is much 
more than atoned for, by the justice and 
equality of the tax upon salt, and by its being 
so general, that it becomes altogether insensible, 
whereas the land tax is one of tne most unequal 
and one of the most grievous upon those who 
pay it, of any tax that ever was raised in this 
country. It is a tax that is wholly charged upon 
a very few of the inhabitants of this island, who 
have been fbr many years obliged to bear the 
greatest part of the public charge, and have 
many of them been ruined and undone for the 
benefit and advantage of others. If we but 
once seriously consider, what wretched cir- 
cumstances many of the landholders in Britain 
are at present in, we cannot surely make the 
least hesitation in giving tbem relief from the 
oppressions they have so long groaned under, 
by laying on another sort of tax, which never 
was, nor never can be felt by any roan breath- 
ing : A tax which is so just that every man 
contributes to it in proportion to the benefit he 
receives, instead of a tax, by which a few are 
obliged to contribute the whole of the charge, 
though they receive but a hundredth part of the 
benefit. 

We have likewise, Sir, been frightened with 
the name of a General Excise, and with the 
loss of our liberties and properties. As to the 
last, the bugbear will vanish, if we but reflect 
upon the great men that were at the helm of 
affairs, when the salt tax was first laid on. It 
was first laid oh in the reign of the late king 
William, the glorious restorer of the liberties 
and properties of the nation r In his, time it 
first bad its being, and was contrived and ad- 
vised by a set of ministers, who will for ever 
be respected for their great wisdom, and whose 
memories will for ever be sacred, for the great 
attachment they always shewed lo the consti- 
tution and the liberties of this kingdom. As 
for a general excise, I never heard of any such 
design, I am sure no man that I know had ever 
any such thing in bis thoughts, nor can the 
reviving of the salt tax' any 'way contribute to 
such a design. I must say, that I thiuk many 
of our customs are heavy upon trade, and very 
troublesome to our merchants : and therefore, 
if some of the most grievous of tbem were 
turned into an excise, it would be of great 
advantage to the nation, and might, I be- 
lieve, be easily done, without endangering 
in the least our constitution, or encroaching 
upon the liberty or property of the subjects, 
but as there is at present no such proposal be- 
fore this House, we have no occasion, to take 
such a thing into our immediate consideration. 

Mr. Walpole was replied to by 

Sir William Wyndham, as follows ; 
Sir: 

I could not indeed but suspect from the 
manner of introducing this motion, that some- 



thing very extraordinary was to follow. I find 
I am not disappointed, for in my opinion k is 
one of the most' extraordinary motions, that 
ever was made in this House. Under the spe- 
cious pretence of giving an immediate ease to 
the landed gentlemen, we are to revive a tax, 
which will lie as heavy as* the land tax upon 
most of them, and which is not only destruc- 
tive to the trade, but inconsistent with the 
liberties of this nation. I agree most heartily 
with the gentleman who made the motion, 
That many of our lauded gentlemen have been 
reduced to most miserable circumstances, by 
the heavy burdens they have borne for so many 
years: but their misery is not to be ascribed to 
the land-tax only, every one, of our other taxes 
contributes its share, aud no tax contributed 
more to the general misery of the whole nation, 
as well as of the lauded gentlemen, than this 
very tax, which is now proposed to be revived. 
It is indeed become necessary to continue the 
land-tax upon the former footing, or to im- 
pose some new tax in room thereof ; but from 
whence does this necessity proceed ? Why, 
from maintaining a greater number of land 
forces, and putting ourselves to much greater 
charges, than we have in my opinion any oc- 
casion for. It has always been the case, it 
always « ill be the case, Sir, that one wrong 
measure must for ever give birth to another, 
that to a third, and so on till public ruin be- 
comes inevitable, if no redress bo offered in 
time ; which never can be effectuated, but by 
altering the former wrong measures, instead of 
supporting them by worse. 

I am sorry, Sir, to find that we are reduced 
to this extremity, that we must either lay on a 
land rax, which seems to be agreed by all to 
be heavier than the landed gentlemen of this 
nation are able to bear, or otherwise we must 
lay on a tax, which in the opinion of, I hope, 
the majority of this House, is of much more 
fatal consequence. How fatal, Sir, is this ne- 
cessity ? Our landed gentlemen must be 
ruined, or the whole nation must be undone ! 
It is certain, Sir, that every tax is an evil, and 
an evil that ought to be avoided, if possible; 
the corrupt nature of mankind has made some 
taxes necessary for the support of society ; and 
we find to our cost, that taxes, like other 
evils, are fruitful in . the begetting of one 
another : But w hen we come to make a choice 
between two taxes, of the two evils we cer- 
tainly ought to chuse that which is least ; and 
since we have by our former Resolutions made 
one of the two, now under consideration, ne- 
cessary, we ought now to examine strictly which 
of the two is the least evil? 

I have/ I hope, Sir, as deep a sense of the 
miseries and sufferings of my fellow country- 
men as any man in this House, and when 1 speak 
of charging land in place of charging salt, I am 
certain, and I believe every man that knows 
me will, think, that I speak against my own 
private interest ; and therefore 1 flatter my- 
self, that those who hear me will think I am 
sincere in what I say. It is very true, Sir, that 
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the redooiog of the land tax would be a great 
relief to the landed gentlemen, if it could be 
done without takiug as much from them in 
another way. The land tax is indeed a heavy 
charge upon the landholders of this kingdom, 
but that is the only evil attending it ; I cannot 
grant that it is so unequal as some gentlemen 
Save been pleased to represent; every man 
ought to pay to the public charge in propor- 
tion to the benefit he receives therefrom ; a 
poor man, who has no property, ought not 
certainly to be charged for the defence of pro- 
perty ; he has nothing but bis liberty to con- 
tend for, and for ' the defence of that only he 
ought in justice to be charged, whereas a man, 
who has an estate, has property as well as liberty 
to contend for, and for the defence of both he 
"ought to be charged. Liberty may be equally 
dear to every man, but surely he that has the 
largest property, ought to contribute most to 
the public expence. 

The heavy weight that lies upon the land- 
holders, is I say, Sir, the only evil attending 
the land tax ; but in considering the evils that 
necessarily attend a tax upon salt, the land tax 
will upon the comparison be found to have 
many advantages : One of the great evils of 
a stilt tax, I may say the greatest, because it 
strikes atrur constitution, is the great number 
of officers which must be employed in collect 
ing that small branch or the revenue. These 
officers are all named by the crown, and being 
spread all over the country, must have a great 
influence in elections : This, Sir, ' throws a 
greater power into the hands of the crown, than 
is in my opinion consistent with the liberties of 
this nation. If it ever' shall happen to be 
the misfortune of this nation, to have a set of 
wicked ministers in the administration, and a 
weak or an ambitious prince upon the throne, 
the great number of officers employed in col- 
lecting the public reyenue, must be of the most 
dangerous consequence to the very being of our 
happy constitution ; and therefore we ought 
not, upon any pretence whatsoever, to increase 
the number of those slaves of an administra- 
tion. As to this evil, the land tax has by 
much the advantage of the salt tax ; in the first 
there are few or no officers employed ; but the 
last will make an addition of six or seven 
hundred to the number of officers we had be- 
fore. This tax upon salt is likewise a danger- 
ous precedent ; it is one step towards a gene- 
ral excise; from this, which is really an excise 
upon salt, we may come to have an excise laid 
upon every thing we can either eat or drink. 
It would be dangerous to 'begin to raise even 
the taxes we now^pay, by the method of ex- 
cise, both because it would be a - bad- prece- 
dent, and because of the uncertainty of the 
produce : If the raising them by 'excise should 
produce less than they now do, they could not 
answer those payments for which they are ap- 
pointed ; and if it raised more, it might, con- 
sidering the present establishment of the civil 
list, throw more money into the hands of the 
crown, than would be, consistent with the free- 
dom ol the people. 
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Another advantage which the land-tax has 
over the tax now proposed, is, that the raising 
of a shilling in the pound costs but a mere trifle, 
and is subject to no frauds. The whole, I 
may say, that is raised from the people, comes 
to the use of the public, and to the benefit of 
the people; but the case is quite different as to 
the tax upon salt;- it is impossible to raise the 
salt-duty without employing a great number of 
officers, they must all have salaries, besides the 
perquisites and gratuities which always have 
been, and always will be given to men in such 
offices : the honest part of mankind can never 
get common justice from them without paying 
the perquisite, a 13d the fraudulent part of the 
nation will always purchase their connivance 
by large gratuities ; thus a very large sum will 
be raised upon the people, and but a small part 
thereof will ever come to the use of the public, 
or to the benefit of the nation. This was for- 
merly the case of this duty upon salt; there 
was always a great difference betwixt the gross 
and neat produce thereof, and there never was 
any tax in this country that gave so much occa- 
sion to frauds and perjuries ; the tax is so much 
above the proper price of the commodity upon 
which, it is raised, that it always was, and al~ 
ways must be a great temptation for people 
to perjure themselves, and cheat the public. 

I am surprized, Sir, to hear any gentleman 
doubt of this duty opOn Salt being heavy upon 
trade, and prejudicial to the manufactures of 
the nation. • It is so easy in this case to come 
to particular instances, that I defy any man to 
name one trade or manufacture that it is not 
prejudicial to. Can any man suppose it does 
not enhance the price of all provisions? and by 
enhancing the price of them it becomes a 
charge upon every manufacture in particular; 
but upon our navigation it is insupportable ; 
every ship that sails from this kingdom must 
pay dearer for her salt provisions, or must go 
-to some other place to take them in : Do not 
we know, Sir, that many of our merchant-ships, 
for the several years last past, have gone to 
Ireland to take in the salt-provisions necessary 
for their intended voyage? If this tax had 
been discontinued for anyn umber of years, they 
would probably have returned to victual in our 
own ports, as they always did before the laying 
on of this tax upon salt. . Even the short time 
which it has been discontinued has shewn what 
disadvantage the reviving of it will be to the 
improvement of land. Since the tax was taken 
off, several experiments have been made for tbe > 
improvement of land by the means of salt, 
and they have all .answered to admiration. 
The revival of this tax cannot therefore proceed 
from any compassion for the landed gentlemen, 
since we thereby prevent the improvement of 
their lands ; and a very small improvement of 
the rent of an estate is worth a great deal more, 
than one year's land-tax, at a shilling in the 
pound, will amount to even upon a very large 
estate. 

But in the present case, Sir, we not only 
prevent the improvement of land-estates, but" 
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we really take as much from almost every 
landed gentleman in another way, as be saves 
by tbe diminution of the land-tax ; and at the 
same time w,e take so much from every one of 
his tenants, as to disable them, or some of them 
at leass from paying the same rent as they for- 
merly paid. Jn all well-regulated countries 
great care is taken, that the poor farmer shall 
not be overcharged. Where is there a more 
flourishing, or a better cultivate? 1 spot of ground 
in the world, than our neighbouring country 
Flanders ? Yet what ravages, what desolations 
Has that poor country suffered by contending 
armies? What is this to be ascribed to ? Cer- 
tainly to that wise policy of the landlords, es- 
tablished as a law in that country, that when- 
ever any farmer suffered any lobs in his farm* 
by tbe incampmeots and depredations of an 
army, he paid no rent for that year to his land- 
lord : by that he was enabled to support the 
loss, and repair the damages for the benefit of 
bis landlord as well as himself. Do we not 
see the effects of a contrary policy in Poland ? 
There, the poor tenants are racked and oppress- 
ed, and for that very reason one half of that 
country, which is naturally one of the most fer- 
tile in Europe, lies waste and uncultivated. 
This will always be the consequence, when a 
landlord charges his tenant for the sake of a 
small ease to himself* 

We have already, Sir, so many taxes, so 
many impositions : the price of every thing is 
• thereby so much enhanced, that none of our 
manufactures can be sold in a foreign market 
so cheap as the same sort of manufactures are 
sold by our neighbours. To this only the great 
decay of our trade is to be imputed ; , and if it 
bad not been for some natural advantages, it 
would have been before now entirely lost and 
^one, It would have been happy for this na- 
tion, if they bad always raised the supplies 
within the year : we severely feel the effects of 
this error in politics committed by the genera- 
tion before us ; and yet shall we with our eyes 
open go on in the same tract, and doubly load our 
posterity for a small present ease to ourselves ? 
We are told that this tax is to continue bj|t for 
three years ; but I plainly see that it must be 
continued longer: by computation it is allowed, 
that, 500,000/., may be raised by this tax in the 
space of two years and a half, from whence I 
foresee, that at the end of three years we shall 
be told, that there being half a year- good in 
band, the continuing it but for two years 
longer will raise such another sum. I do not 
doubt but that at the end of this three years, we 
shall be under a mucb greater necessity of rais- 
ing such a sum by extraordinary means, than we 
are at present ; at the end of five years it may be 
the same, and thus it may for ever continue. 

Even the landed gentlemen, if they consider 
their own interest, never will desire to be eased 
as to the land tax, by laying on any other tax 
instead thereof. In such a case the landed 
gentlemen will always find, that what they save 
by this ease as to the land tax, is more than 
exhausted by what they pay oat of their own 
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pockets, towards the tax laid on in its room ; 
and at the same time the poor tenants and 
farmers are oppressed, and the trade of the 
country undone. Let us but sop pose, tbat the 
sum of five millions were to be raised, and this 
I believe is as large a sum as the net produce 
of all our taxes will amount to. If this sum 
were to be all raised by a land tax, at would 
amount to 10s. in the pound: tbis, indeed, 
would be a most grievous tax, but let any gen- 
tleman compute what he now pays, under the 
present method of taxation, towards the land 
tax, towards tbe malt tax, towards the window- 
lights, and to the advanced price of all the ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life, which be 
either makes use of in his family or is obliged 
to call and pay for when he is abroad ; and I 
believe he will find, that in the year's time it 
amounts to more than if he. were to pay a land 
tax of 10s. in the pound, and at least to so 
much again upon the rest of the people. This, 
Sir, is the unavoidable consequence of our 
present method of taxatidn. Tbe charge is so 
great, and the advantages taken by the mer- 
chant and retailer are so extravagant, that one 
half at least of what is raised upon tbe people 
never comes to the use of the public ; and it is 
so far, Sir, from being laid out or expended for 
the benefit of the people, that it may some time 
or another be turned towards the enslaving of 
them : from whence, Sir, I think it is as demon- 
strable as any proposition in Euclid, that if we 
actually paid a Land-tax oi ten shillings in the 
pound, without paying any other excises or 
duties, our liberties and our properties would 
be much more secure, and every landed gen- 
tleman might live at least in as much plenty, 
and might make a better provision for his fa- 
roily, than under our present method of taxation, 
I shall conclude, Sir, with observing that as 
this tax falls most grievously upon the poor, 
and as they are by far the majority of tbe peo- 
ple, it must of consequence raise a general 
murmuring and discontent against the adminis- 
tration : by this the government, for their own 
security, will be obliged to keep up a numerous 
Standing Army: this will be a new ground of 
complaint among the people ; and they will at 
last begin to think, that their liberties and their 
properties are really in danger ; and I hope 
the people of this nation will always have coo- 
rage enough to dispute so sacred, so valuable's 
prize ; but cursed must they be whose mea- 
sures shall occasion such a contest* 

N Mr. Dundas spoke next ; 

Sir; We have heard a great deal of the inequa- 
lity of the Land-tax, and gfsatt complaints tbat, 
notwithstanding its being raised for the good 
of all, yet there were but a small part of the 
nation that contributed any thing thereto : I 
grant, Sir, tLat it is so far unequal; but then 
as no man contributes but he that has an 
estate, it cannot be said that it is insupportable 
to any man ; and it must be allowed, that the 
rest of the nation are quite free from tbat bur- 
den t But tmj tax upon Salt is as unequal as 
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the other, for there are a great many gentle* < 
* men in this nation, the greatest part of whose 
estates consists in Salt-works, and by this tax 
there Wilr best least one sixth part, I may say 
one fourth part, of these estates taken from 
them. The inequality therefore is as great 
with respect to this tax, as with respect to that 
upon Land ; but no man, no person in the na- 
tion can be free from this tax upon Salt, it 
must be burdensome upon all, and insupporta- 
ble to a great many. I have the less reason to 
be against the reviving of this Tax, because, by 
the Articles of the Union, that part of the 
couniry which I come from is to he free there- 
from, or at least from the greatest part thereof: 
nor can I think that the taking off of a tax, for 
one year, • which Scotland is by the Articles of 
the Union to be free from, and laying, it on the 
▼ery next year, will ever afford a pretence for 
the charging of the people of Scotland with the 
payment of such a tax ; for then it would be 
easy to subject them to all those taxes arid 
duties, which they are declared free from by 
the Articles of the Union. This, Sir, is my 
opinion, but I shall be very eorry ever to see 
any thing brought into this House, that may 
possibly bring any one of the Articles of Union 
into question, or so much as raise a doubt 
about the meaning and intention of any one 
of them : Explanations in that affair will al- 
ways he dangerous, and every man who wishes 
well, either to his king or his country, will en- 
deavour as much as he can to avoid coming to 
any such. If there were no other reason, Sir, 
for my being against this duty upon Salt, this 
one is enough to me, that there appear to be 
several gentlemen m this House, who are Of 
different sentiments from me, with respect to 
the meaning and intention of that Article of the 
Union, by which Scotland is declared free from 
the duties then payable upon Salt. I hope all 
the gentlemen of my own country, at least are 
in this point of the same sentiments with me, 
and consequently as they have very little to do 
in the present question, I hope they will at least 
withdraw, and not join in laying a tax upon 
their neighbours, which their own country is 
not to bear an equal share in. 

It is well known how many frauds and per- 
juries were committed, during the time that 
there was a duty upon foreign Salt, and draw- 
backs allowed upon the exportation of fish 
cured therewith. How many ships were sent 
out with fish, pretended to be so cured, which 
never tarried any to a foreign market ? Do 
not we know, that some ships have been enter- 
ed, or at least pretended to have been enter- 
ed, and the drawbacks for the cargoes of such 
pretended ships have been not only allowed, 
but paid, and yet it was afterwards discover- 
ed, that no such ship was ever built? One 
gentleman was obliged • to fly his country for 
su^ch practices : It is true that he afterwards 
got a pardon, and soon after, a commission in 
the customs : How he came to deserve such 
/favour and such preferment is more than I can 
tell ; but I am sure no man ever was, or will 
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be deterred from being guilty of such crimes 
by the severity of the punishment he met with. 
The multitude of those frauds committed by 
the exporters, or pretended exporters of fish 
cured with foreign Salt, was so great, that the 
government was obliged at last to take the 
duty entirely off of foreign Salt ; and every man 
was allowed to import duty-free, as much • at 
was necessary for curing all the fish he export- 
ed to any foreign market ; and what was the 
consequence ? why, under this pretence of 
curing fish for a foreign market, a great deal of 
foreign Salt was imported publicly, and after- 
wards privately sold about the country for all 
the uses in life ; and it is well known, the pro- 
prietors of Salt-works know it to their cost, that 
while the duty continued upon home-made 
Salt, there was none of it ever made use of in 
many parts of this island. If this tax be re- 
vived, the same frauds will be renewed ; and 
frauds there will be, put it in what shape you 
will : If you revive the duty on foreign Salt, 
there wiU then be frauds as to the drawbacks; 
if you revive the duty on home-made Salt, with- 
out laying a duty on the importation of foreign 
Salt, then in several places of the country they 
will fall on some fradulent way or other of get- 
ting foreign Salt for all uses ; whereby you will 
increase the national expence, and in a little 
time, destroy most of your own Salt-works. - 

The independency of this House has of late 
years been much talked of ; I hope it will al- 
ways be independent i But I must say, Sir, that 
if a scheme had been laid down for making this 
House dependent upon the crown, a more easy, 
a more effectual, a more certain method could 
not have been contrived for the success of such 
a wicked scheme, than this of reviving the Salt- 
duty. By. this duty there is so large a sum 
yearly raised, and so little brought to the pub- 
lic account, that it may realiy be most properly 
called a bribing us with our own money. I atu 
sure his Majesty never can think of such a 
scheme ; he has the interest of the nation and 
the benefit of mankind too much at heart, to 
let any such schemes ever enter into his 
thoughts; but every man is sensible, that a 
great number of officers, all named by the 
crown, and removeable at the pleasure of the 
King, or of those in the administration, may 
have, if so applied, an influence upon the- 
elections for members of parliament ; and con- 
sidering the time that this duty is now laid on, 
that it is laid on for three years only, and that 
within that time there is to he, as it is hoped, 
a new choice of representatives, one who does 
not know his Majesty's good and just intentions 
will be apt to suspect, that the laying on of 
such a tax at such a critical juncture, is with 
design to influence the approaching elections. 
I shall always be against any measure that may 
give the meanest of his Majesty's subjects the 
least cause to suspect, that his Majesty ever 
had a design of making use of any such influ- 
ence. I am convinced, he has no such design ; 
I firmly believe he never will form any such de 
sign ; but as much the greatest part of the 
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people live remote from court, and have no 
opportunity of knowing .his Majesty's real in- 
tentions, they may put wrong constructions 
npon things ; and therefore no man, who is a 
sincere lover Of the present happy establish- 
ment, ought to agree to any measure, which is 
in its own nature liable to be misapprehended, 
and apt to raise jealousies and fears among his 
Majesty's faithful subjects. 

Mr. Dundas having done speaking, 

Sir Robert Walpole spoke again : 

Sir, 

Though I had examined rhis affair with the 
utmost accuracy I was capable of: Though I 
was convinced that what I was to propose, was 
for the ^public good, and for the relief of those 
who have been long oppressed ; yet I expected 
that the motion I was to make,, would meet 
with opposition, either from those who have 
not so, thoroughly considered this matter, or 
from those, whose particular interest or pri- 
vate views lead them' to. be against it. How- 
ever, this difficulty and trouble which I fore- 
saw I was to encounter, did not, nor ever shall 
deter me from offering to this House what I 
take to be for the good of ray country, and for 
the relief of those in distress. All public as- 
semblies must for ever be composed of persons . 
who have different ways of thinking, different 
interests, and different ends. Every tax that 
can be proposed will be objected to by some of 
those who are to pay for it ; and the most un- 
equal tax will be approved of, and preferred to 
the most equal, by those who are to contribute 
nothing, or a very little thereto. The Journals 
of this House may afford us many examples of 
petitions presented, and a vigorous opposition 
made, against things that fcave in their.own na- 
ture appeared to he an Universal benefit to 
mankind. Those who live by the necessities 
of mankind, will for ever oppose what is pro- 
posed for their relief ; from hence it is, that we 
always see great opposition made to all at- 
tempts for improving the navigation of rivers, 
or of waste lands and commons ; we are there- 
fore, Sir, never to conclude against the pub- 
lic benefit of any proposition, because we see 
it violently opposed. 

, Envy and malic^ will often prompt men to 
Oppose-what is apparently for their own im- 
mediate benefit, as well as for the benefit of 
their country. Every man, I believe, even in 
a private station of life, has enemies ; but those 
who are in any publio station have always a 
great many. Those who envy them, will always 
grudge them the glory of doing any thing for 
the public good, and will endeavour to defeat, 
or to give a wrong turn to whatever they pro- 
pose for- the benefit of their country, or for the 
ease of the p.eople. I do not believe jthat any 
gentleman in this House opposes what I have 
moved for from any such motives. I am per- 
suaded that the opposition made thereto pro- 
ceeds entirely. from their inistakiug the case be- 
fore us, and 7 therefore I shall endeavour as 
«2«crj as I can, to remove those mistakes, and 
1 



shall think the pains I am at well bestowed, if 
I can thereby convince any one gentleman of 
this House of toe/error he has been in. 

The influence to be added to the power of 
toe crown, by the addition of such a number 
of officers, as must be employed in the collect- 
ing of this revenue, is, I find, a mighty objec- 
tion against the reviving of this doty upon Sale 
I am sorry, Sir, to find, that any gentleman 
should think so meanly of his native country. 
Our liberties and our properties would indeed 
be in the most imminent danger', if an addition 
of 4 or 500 officers could add sucb a terrible 
influence to the power of the* crown. But, 
Sir, we have the experience of above 30 years, 
to convince us of the unreasonableness of such 
apprehensions ; and during a great part of this 
' time, the crown had, besides this number of 
Salt-officers, a much more numerous army than 
it has at present ; consequently the power of 
the crown must have been much greater than it 
can be made by what is now proposed, and yet 
it was never found to be too great; but on the 
contrary) the crown was always obliged to sue 
for, and to submit to the inclinations of the 
people. While the power of the crown is pro- 
perly applied, and made use of only to defend 
the liberties and properties of the Subject, the 
crown will always have the inclinations of the 
majority of the people in its favour. This it 
the natural and just influence which tbe crown 
ought to have, and I hope, it will never have 
any other in this kingdom. We know that the 
factious and disaffected have always exclaimed 
against the number of officers, and have alledg- 
ed that the disappointments they, met with 
in their opposition to the most just and most 
reasonable measures proposed by the court, 
proceeded from the influence of such officers; 
but it is evident, that the people of this nation 
never could be brought by such influence, to do 
any thing .that was inconsistent with their li- 
berties and privileges : And as there, is no 
greater number of Officers now proposed, than 
what was before employed when this duty was 
subsisting, it cannot be presumed that this in- 
fluence will now be greater than it has been in 
times past. Do not therefore let imaginary 
fears and vain apprehensions deter us from 
giving a relief to the most distressed part of our 
fellow-subjects.. v 

Another bugbear raised against this duty on 
Salt is, that it is a sort of excise, and may be 
a precedent for .introducing a general excise. 
I am persuaded, that no man ever thought of in- 
troducing a General Excise into this country ; 
I can answer for myself that I never did ;.but 
because there is such a term as a General Ex- 
cise, because there may be such a thing in 
some countries, shall we therefore admit of no 
particular excise, nor any duty upon, any par-, 
ticular commodity ?^ We may as well say we 
will pay no tax? because in some countries that 
have the misfortune to be subject to arbitrary 
power, they are oppressed with taxes ^ An 
Excise is only a word for a Tax raised in a dif- 
ferent manner ; and if it be found } by expe*, 
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rience, t&at our present method of raising our 
taxes is more burthensome upon our trade, and 
more inconvenient and expensive co the mer- 
chant, than the raising them by way of excise 
would be, t see no manner of reason why we 
should be frightened by these two words, 
* General Excise/ from changing the method of 
raising the tax.es we now pay, and choosing 
that method which is most convenient for the 
trading part of the nation. The laying of an 
Excise upon one commodity, or upon one sort 
of provisions, can no more be a precedenf for 
a General Excise, than my giving a poor man 
half a crown, can be a precedent Tor my giving 
him my whole estate. We find that the me- 
thod of taising taxes by way of Excise, is not 
absolutely inconsistent with liberty ; we find it 
is the method by which most of the taxes are 
raised in Holland ; and their method is reckon- 
ed much more preferable to ours, by all those 
who understand my thing of trade; yet. no 
man can say but that the Dutch are a free 
people,, an(( are as jealous of their liberties as 
any people ought in restson to be. 

ttere are at present no thoughts of converg- 
ing any duty into an excise ; but if all or most 
part of our customs were converted into ex- 
cises, I am persuaded it would be beneficial to 
our commerce in general, and there is no great 
fear of its adding so much to the Civil List ; for 
notwithstanding the great clamours that have 
been raised upon that head, it appears, that 
from his Majesty's accession, to the year 
1731, even including the sum of 115,000/, 
granted by parliament to make up the defi- 
ciency of the Civil List revenue, the produce of 
all those duties appropriated to the Civil List, 
has not in the whole amounted to 800,000/. 
per annum, which is the sum that has been 
judged by parliament to be necessary for sup- 
porting the charge of his Majesty's Civil List ; 
so that if by the method of Excise these duties 
shpuld produce a little more, and it is hot to be 
presumed that they can produce a great deal 
more, they will only make up that sum which 
the parliament have thought themselves obliged 
in justice to make good to his Majesty. 

I must say, Sir, I am surprized at the proposal 
that has been made for laying this whole tax 
upon Salt made in Scotland ; I am persuaded 
the gentlemen are not serious in what they pro- 
posed ; I reckon it was made only to divert 
the principal question^ and to oblige the gen- 
tlemen of that country to be against it, not be- 
cause they disapprove of it in the main, but far 
fear their country should be, by ati after-reso- 
lution, charged with a duty which,, by the arti- 
cles of the Union, they are declared free from 
for ever. The Salt-duty, now proposed to be 
revived, was granted at two several times ; one 
was for butls. per bushel, the other was for 2*. 4d. 

§er jbushel. At the time of making the Union, 
le Scots commissioners were willing that their 
country should after a certain term of years be 
•object to the Is. per bushel ; but they declar- 
ed that their people could not possibly afford 
to pay the additional 2$, 4<f.; and therefore 



tbej insisted li^on their' Deing free froin/it for 
ever, which on our side was agreed to. The 
Acfc of the 9th and 10th of king William 
had imposed this duty of fy. 4d. for ever, and 
therefore that article of, the Union relating 
to this duty upon Salt was drawn up m these 
terms : ' That the Scots should be exempted, 
'for seven years, from all duties whatever on 
' horoe-matje Salt, after which they were Jo 
' pay the duties levied in England, with this 
' exception, and in these express words. ' That 
' 4 Scotland shall, after the said seven years, re- 
' * main exempted from the duty of is. 4d> im^ 
' 1 posed on home-made Salt, by an <Act made 
" in England in the 9th and 10th years bf 
« ' king William 3, of England.' ' Can thefe 
be any thing more express than this ? By the 
Act therein mentioned, the' duty was expressly 
to continue to be levied in England for ever. 
Is it not therefore evident, that by ,the article 
of Union referring to that Act, the Scots are 
for ever to be free from that duty ? Shall we 
be so unjust, shall we be so ungenerous, as io 
make use of a down-right quirk in law to sub- 
ject those people to a duty, which by the agree- 
ment between us, they are for ever to be Jfr^e 
from? This was the express stipulation fc^- 
tween the two nations at the time the Union 
was made. How captious then must it be to 
say, that the exemption can only bear a rela- 
tion to the. duty imposed by that act, and can- 
not be claimed, with respect to the same duty 
now to be imposed by a new Act? If such a» 
pretence were to be admitted, if taking off any 
duty imposed by former acts, under which the 
people of Scotland were intitled to ah exemjn 
don, and laying on the same duty again by a 
new act, were admitted of as an avoidance pf 
their claim of exemption, of what force can 
any such article of agreement be ? Have we it 
riot in our power at this rate to defeat every 
exemption, which the Scots are intitled to ny 
the Union? For it is but repealing that act 
under which they claim an exemption, an/i 
then in a year or two afterwards imposing the 
same; duty by a new act. Thus the Scot* 
might be at once subjected to those duties 
which they are not able, which they ought not 
to bear. But would ic be fair, would it be 
candid in us to make use of such a subterfuge, 
against a nation that has trusted so much tut 
our honour. 

This tax cannot therefore he said to be un- 
equal, because Scotland does not pay as much 
as h paid in England. The people in that 
country are to pay as much as they ought to ' 
pay, and as much as we can in justice or equity 
demand ; nor does it signify whether the share 
they pay be sent up here or not : they have an 
equal right to be protected and defended; the 
protecting and defending the people of that 
country is a part of the public charge : It is a> 
part of the national expence, and must be de- . 
frayed out of the public revenue: and the ap- 
plying the money raised in that country, to- 
wards the public expence in that country, 1* 
the same as if it wire seat up to the Exchequer 
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here, Yfe ought to be the more careful of 

that part of the island, because we have found 

•by experience, that there can be no invasion 

upon, nor any commotion among the people 

in that country, but what must soon come to 

affect ourselves. For our own safety then we 

are obliged to be at the charge of defending 

them, and consequently it can be no objection 
' t agaiust any tax, that the produce thereof aris- 
' ing in Scotland is applied to the answering of 

such a purpose. Nor is this tax unequal, be- 
cause of the loss that the proprietors of salt 

works may sustain, for none of their estates 

can be thereby diminished. The tax is not 

paid by the maker, or by the seller, but by the 

consumer; and the charge comes to sucb a 
. trifle upon every particular man, that it can- 
. not he pretended that any man will consume 
' less salt than he did before ; if there were no 
' such tax, no man would make use of mere salt 

than he bad occasion for, and the tax makes 

•o -small an additional charge, that it will 
^ never oblige any man to make use of less. 
The great charge of ^raising this tax, has 

been made use of as a weighty argument against 
; it ; but when we come to make a comparison 
[ between this and the laud tax, the difference 
* will be found to be but inconsiderable. If 
1 proper allowances are made, it will be found 
'-that the raising of this tax upon salt will not 

cost the government above 22,000/. per annum. 
'The land tax we know costs the public, by 

parliamentary allowance and other necessary 
: charges of management, at least 13,500/. per 
jhnn. ; besides this, there is an office kept in com- 
mission on purpose for superintending it, which 

costs above 4,000/. per annum more ; so that 

tlie land tax really costs the public about 

18,000/. per annum. Thos the difference be- 
tween the charge of raising the salt tax, and 

that of raising the land tax, appears at last to 

be but 4.000/. per annum, which is not half a 

farthing in a year to every persqn that ,is to 

contribute thereunto. Shall we then for the 

take of saving this 4000/. a year to this nation 

in general, or this half-farthing to every par- 
ticular person ; shall we, I say, for this reason 

continue to oppress the landed gentlemen, con- 
trary to all equity and justice, and refuse -to 

approve of a measure by which they are to be 

relieved, without throwing any sensible charge 

•pon any * one man in the nation? If the dif 

ference were much higher than what it is, is it 

Hot with respect to the nation in general amply 

repaid bv this, that in continuing the land tax 

at two shillings in the pound, the nation is ob- 
liged to raise the whole sum wanted within 

one year? whereas if the land tax is put at 
-one shilling in the pound, and the salt tax 

laid on instead of the other shilling, tta nation 

has three years to raise that sum, whicVether- 

waysis to be raised in one. Every man in 

cotnroon life, would rather chuse to have three 

years for the payment of a debt, than to be 

obliged to pay it in one: every man would be 

glad to pay something for such an indulgence, 

«*ft a great deal more in proportion, than the 



difference of the charge in raising those two 
taxes can ever amount to. 

The great difference, that always appeared 
between the gross and net produce of this duty, 
has been made use of as an argument to 
shew the great charge of collecting this reve- 
nue, and to convince us that there was always 
a great deal more raised from the people, than 
ever came to the benefit of the public ; but 
this argument will quite vanish when the matter 
is set in a clear light ; it will then appear, that 
those gentlemen are in a very great mistake : 
they have always called that the gross product 
which never was any thing but the gross 
charge ; these> are two things- of a very dif- 
ferent nature, and therefore they never ought 
to be confounded by those, who have a mind 
to forma right judgment about any branch of 
the revenue. We kuow that while this duty 
was subsisting, the gross charge was gene- 
rally reckoned*, cdmmunibus annis, at about 
470,000/. per annum, but then there were a 
great many articles charged to this branch, 
which never- were really produced or paid to 
it, and consequently tbey never can be rec- 
koned any part of its gross produce. I shall 
take notice of the most considerable of those 
Articles, which were charged and brought to 
the general account of this branch, without 
ever being produced or paid by any one person, 
and therefore it is certain that they never 
coujd be looked on as a charge or burthea 
upon the subjects of this nation. 

In former times, while this duty was subsist- 
ing, we know that all salt was charged with 
duties when sold and delivered from the 
works, and consequently from that instant 
it became an article of the gross charge of this 
revenue ; but then whatever salt was bought 
by any person who had a mind to export the 
same, he paid no money for the duties then 
charged upon the salt he had bought, but en- 
tered into a bond to pay the duty, which bond 
was cancelled upon a debenture made out, 
certifying {he salt to have been exported. 
From hence it appears, that for all the salt 
that ever was exported, there never was one 
farthing of money actually paid by the subject; 
and by the books it appears that this one 
article alone at a medium, amounted to 
190,000/. per annum. As no part of this- sum 
was ever produced or paid by any person, 
therefore it cannot be reckoned as a part of 
the gross produce, though it was always rec- 
koned as a part of the gross charge. 

Another considerable article arose from 
what was allowed for the fishery ; for curers 
of fish paid no duty, neither did they give 
bonds for what salt they used in curing of fish ; 
but the quantities, which tbey took up for that 
purpose, were all entered in the accounts of 
the office, as a part of the gross charge of this 
duty, and were all discharged upon due proof 
given, that the salt bad been used iu curing of 
fish ; and this article amounted at a medium 
to 51,000/. per annum, which is likewise to to 
deducted front the gross charge. 
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Rock-salt was charged with tlie duty at the 
pits, and a great deal of this rock-salt was after- 
■ wards melted do wq, and made into white salt, 
which was also charged with the duty, and botli 
these duties were charged in the accounts of the 
office ; but the refiner or maker had an allow- 
ance for iso many bushels of rock-salt, for which 
the duty had been charged, as he had melted 
down and made use of in making white salt. 
This article generally amounted to about 86,0007. 
per annum, and is to be deducted from the 
gross charge. 

It is well known that the whole sums, payable 
tfbr duties, were always charged in the books of 
the office ; and yet there was always a discount 
for prompt- payment allowed, which amounted 
to about 20,000/. yearly ; and besides this, 
there was another allowance for waste on salt 
carried coastwise, which one year with another 
came to 11,000/. per annum. There was like- 
wise an allowance for salt lost at sea, and an 
allowance or a drawback upon salt-beef and 
pork exported, both which amounted to 1,650/. 
per annum. All these sums added together 
amounted to 239,650/. and as they never were 
raised upon the subject, or if raised were always 
returned, therefore they must all he deducted 
from the gross charge, and the remaining sum 
only, being 230,350/. is to be reckoned the 
gross produce. Trom which if we deduct the 
charges of management, viz. 25,000/. there re- 
mains 205,350/. which is the nett produce. And 
if from this we deduct the bounties paid annual- 
ly to the exporters of fish, and which must be 
paid whether we revive this tax or not, these 
bounties amounting yearly to the sum of 19,000/. 
the remaining sum will then be the nett sum 
to be paid into the exchequer, viz. 186,350/. on 
the credit of which 500,000/. is now proposed 
to be raised. 

By this short abstract of the account, it will, 
I think, Sir, most evidently appear, that there 
is nothing in that argument so much insisted on, 
that there is a great deal more raked upon the 
people than ever can come to the benefit of the 
public. There is no evading of facts, and upon 
the most exact examination of them it appears, 
that every shilling that is actually raised from 
the people, comes to the use of the public, ex- 
cept this sum of 25,000/. per annum, allowed 
for the management of this revenue. And even 
this 25,000/. is all to be given to our own peo- 
ple ; many families may be thereby maintained 
who would otherwise be a burthen upon their 
country; and thus the greatest part even of 
that sum will come to be useful to the nation 
in general, and may therefore be properly said 
to come to the benefit of the public. ** 
' Great complaints have been made, and a a 
great clamour raised, that this tax will always 
give great occasion to frauds and penuries. 1 
am persuaded, Sir, that no excise whatever is 
attended with fewer frauds in the management 
than this tax now under oor consideration. 
What 4s generally presumed to give occasion to 
frauds and perjuries in all methods of taxation, 
it, when great sum* of money are to be paid by 



the subject, and returned to them again upon 
certain events. J*et-any man but examine the 
articles of the gross charge of this reveuue, he 
wilT find, that there is no money paid and re^ 
turned* In all those articles by which the gross 
amount is made to exceed the gross 
produce, the accounts of the office are carried 
on by way of debtor and creditor; there is 
hardly ever any money paid by the subject, 
that is to be returned either to him or to any 
other upon any event whatsoever; we must 
-therefore conclude, that in the method by which- 
this tax was formerly, and is now again pro- 
posed to be raised, there can be nothing to 
tempt the avarice, or to encourage the frauds 
of knavish dealers. 

I shall now, Sir, examine some of those par- 
ticular objections that have been made to this 
tax. The only one that I think has any ap- 
pearance of reason in it, is, that with respect to 
the navigation of Great Britain, it is pretended 
that it will be a great burthen upon the victual- 
ling of our. ships: but unluckily it happens, 
that the navigation of Great Britain never 
flourished more than it did under the payment 
of this tar. In a course of five and thirty years 
that this tax continued, it cannot be said, that 
ever our shipping or our navigation suffered in 
the least ; on the contrary, there is not, I be- 
lieve, any such term in all our history, in which 
the number of onr seamen, and the number 
and tonnage of our ships increased so much at 
it did in that time. This is ofitself a clear proof 
that this tax can be no discouragement to our 
navigation. But in fact it is plain, that the 
additional expence occasioned by this duty is 
such a mere trifle, that it never can be any 
burthen ; by accounts from the victualling-of- 
fice it appears, that the charge for 10,000 men 
in the service of his Majesty's navy, was at a 
medium but 2,600/. per annum extraordinary 
expence, occasioned by the duty on salt, which 
is no more than five shillings per man ; so that 
if we reckon 30,000 men employed in the navi- 
gation carried on by the merchants o^Great 
Britain, the duty on the whole consumption of 
salt hi that service will not exceed 7,800/. per 
annum, and surely no man will imagine this to 
be a grievous and an insupportable load upon 
the whole navigation of Great Britain. But 
those that know any thing df the merchant 
service can testify, that salt-pro visious are not 
the only victualling made use of in that ser- 
vice. Their ships are often in some port or 
another, and then the sailors live mostly upon 
fresh provisions ; even when they are at sea, it 
is well known that the greatest part of theirCood 
consists of dried fish, fresh fish catched at sea, 
flower, rice, and other such provisions. A board 
of merchant ships they never consume near so 
much salt-provisions, m proportion to the num- 
ber of (heir hands, as they do aboard any of his 
Majesty's ships of war. And our merchant- 
ships which trade to Ireland or to the planta- 
tions, generally' take in their salt-provisions in 
one of those' two places, because of the cheap- 
ness of meat in those countries; so that the 
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cjition in life. For I think that qo man yill 



expence brought upon "bur navigation by this 
tax, especially in the merchant service, will at 
)ast be reduced to such a trifle, that it will be- 
come altogether insensible. And* as to t he-ex- 
portation of salt-provisions this duty can never 
be any discouragement to such a trade, because 
the exporters are allowed a drawback in lieu of 
the duty they have paid. 

If salt be of so great a benefit as has been re- 
presented in the manuring of lands, \t is certain 
that foul salt may do as well for that purpose 
as any other salt whatever, and any quantity 
of such salt may be had gratis for carrying it 
off from the pits ; no duty was ever paid or 
charged for such salt ; the person who took it 
away to manure his land, having an officer with 
him, was always intitled to us$ it duty free; if 
the tax be revived it m\i still be the same, and 
consequently the duty can never be a hin- 
drance to the improvement of our lands, since 
fhe only salt that is proper for that purpose is 
always to be' bad duty-free. And as to the 
farmers and graziers of Great Britain, this 
duty can never be any^reat charge upon them; 
whatever salt they use in making up any goods 
for the mafket,is paid for at the market by the 
t>uyei-f and so comes at last to fall where all 
duties ought to fall, upon the consumer. ' In 
their own families there is but very little salt 
consumed, and therefore the duty cannot fall 
fceavlly upon theW If upon computation it 
be found, that the .duty costs but five shillings 
ft head at sea, it cannot cost above half that 
Sura at land, even if we were to suppose that 
there were as much salt provisions 'made use of 
at land as at sea ; because we know that there 
isxnot half the q uantity of salt made use of in 
during provisions for the land, as in curing 

S revisions for the sea-service: But We know 
i lat for more ^han half the year^ the country 

Seople live entirely upon the produce of the 
airy and the garden, and even for the other 
half of the year, they live more upon cabbage, 
roots and such things, than upon salt meat, 
consequently we cannot reckon that this duty 
will stand the, farmer in above one shilling 
a head for those persons that live in his fa- 
mily. It is indeed impossible that it can cost so 
much ; we may modestly reckon that the 
whole people of England amount to at least 
8,000,000 of persons : every one of whom' con- 
tributes his sh:i»-e to this duty ; if then, Sir, the 
Sum raised, whidi is 230,350/. be distributed 
among 8,000,000 of persons, it will uot amount 
to Id. a man ; and if from thence we deduct 
die 10.001)/. which the people of England are 
dhliged to pay, whether this tax be revived or 
hot, we roust conclude that no person in Eng- 
land contributes more than 6d. thereto, for his 
own personal consumption. He that keeps a 
gredt many persons in his'family, must indeed 
j)ay for each of them, but whoever does so 
must either have a good estate or a good trade, 
and consequently may very well afford to pay ; 
and this, Sir, is the excellency of the salt-tax, 
that every man is thereby obliged to contri- 
bute to the public charge, according to ^ cop- 



say but that he who has a good trade, or agrej$ 
deal of rnoney out at interest, ought to con- 
tribute as much to the defence of property, at 
he (hat has a land estate that Bring* iri no 
greater yearly revenue. 

I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear to the 
conviction of every man that hears me, that 
the salt duty is no burthen upon 'the people of 
England, or upon any part of them ; that a 
can be no hindrance to the improvement of 
our land estates, nor any prejudice" to our trade 
or navigation ; and it is,, I may say, self evS 
dent, that it is, a more justj, a more equal and a 
tetter proportioned tax, than any that is raised, 
or can be Cpntrived to Be raised upon the peopfe 
of this nation. The land-tax upon the oilier 
hand is the most unequal, the most grievous, 
and the most oppressive tax that ever was 
raised in this country ; it is a tax which neve? 
ought to be raised but in times of the most ex? 
treme necessity. Tbe best judges} the truest- 
patriots in all countries, have been of opinion 
that of all taxes that upon immoveable goods, 
that upon lands and houses ought to be* the 
last resource. In such a case there are but 
few of the people that contribute to the publid 
expence, and even among those few there will 
always be a great partiality as to the value thai 
is put upon men' estates. This we are very 
sensible of in England ; there are some landed 
gentlemen that pay aland tax equal to the full 
value of their estates, while others do not pay 
equal to a third part of the real value ; and- 
generally those gentlemen, who suffer most bj 
ibis partiality, are those whose ancestors were, 
a sort of tnight-erirants for the Revolution. 
They gloried in that happy event, they though^ 
themselves in honour and justice obliged to 
pay their equal share for the 'support of so 
glorious a cause, in proportion to the real value 
of the estates "they possessed; and therefore 
they gave them m at the full value. This was 
justice, this was a laudable zeal for the hap- 
piness of the nation, and for the liberties and 
privileges of the people ; but their posterity 
suffered severely for it ; and as they always 
will be t ( be greates^ sufferers by every land t^aJj, 
ought not the merit and the honest zeal of their 
forefathers to plead strongly for their relief at 
least with all those who are friends to our pre- 
sent happy establishment ? 

To pretend, Sir, that the taking off a shilling 
in the pound of the Land-Tax, and raising the* 
Salt-Tax in the room thereof, will be no ease 
to most, or to any of the landed gentlemen in 
England, appears to me to be really a sort ot 
paradox. I believe there are few landed 
gentlemen in England, whose 'estates do hoi 
amount to 100/. per annum ^ am sure tha,^ 
tbe landed gentlemen of such estates, or of any 
land estate from 100// to 1,000/. per auntirojf 
are the greatest objects of c6mj>assipn, aof{ 
deserve most the consideration of this l^o use;, 
because those, who have less than i0<5/. a yeajj 
in land[, are generally either farmers or ^raziexs^ 

<>5 (twin «Ami 



Digitized by Google 



PARI* HISTOKV, 5 Qiqege Jf. 

Support of their families. A gentleman then 
f 100?. a yeftfr in land, if bis estate be rated 
At the full value, saves 61. a year by the abate- 
ment of"l*. in the Land-Tax : £ct us see if 
it be possible that this can again l>e drawn 
from him by the salt-duty. I believe it will 
• easily be granted me, that no man, of lOO/. a 
year and no more, land- estate, without any 
other' business, keeps sixteen in family; but 
supposing he does, yet at 6d. a bead, the salt- 
duty cannot amount to more in tbe whole 
three years than 24$. How then is it possible 
to pretend that this is not a relief to such a 
gentleman? To pay but 24s in three years, 
and at a thousand, I m^y say, different pay- 
ments, is surely better, and much less grievous, 
than to be obliged to pay 5l. in one year, and 
at most at two payments. But suppose that 
such a man's estate is rated at the lowest 
Value, that any lands in England are pre- 
sumed to be rated at; suppose such an estate to 
be rated but at one third of the full value, yet 
still by an abatement of Is. in the pound Land- 
Tax, he saves above 33s. and therefore such an 
. abatement must be a relief even to such a man, 
of at least 9s. besides the advantage he has of 
having a much longer time to pay a less sum. 
Thus we see that what is now proposed must 
be a very great relief to those, who are op- 
pressed with mortgages and rent-charges, andj 
must be some relief to every landed gentle- 
man in the kingdom., who has nothing but the 
rents of his estate to depend upon, for the 
support of his family, and providing for his 
children. 

If there were any danger, Sjr, that the re- 
viving of this tax would occasion murmu rings 
among the poople, I should be as much against 
it as any man in this House; but the tax is in 
its own nature so equal, and paid by such a 
vast multitude of people, and at so many 
different payments, that it becomes quite in- 
sensible to every particular man. We know 
by experience, that during the long time it 
was paid by the people, ic never occasioned 
the least uueasiness, and we find that the re- 
mission of it gave no ease ; it occasioned no 
joy among the people, nor were there any good 
effects' of it felt, either as to the lowering the 
price of goods qr provisions at market, as to 
the raising the value of lands, or as to the re- 
ducing the wages commonly given to journey- 
men and day-labourers. Those therefore who 
have a regard to the interest of his Majesty, or 
to the ease and .quiet of the kingdom, cannot 
make the least scruple in preferring a tax that 
is felt by no man, to a tax that ii insupportable 
to a great many of those that are obliged to 
| contribute thereto. Such a measure can breed 
no oew enemies to our present happy establish- 
ment, but must convert a great many of the 
old,' and insure the affections of the most con- 
siderable part of his Majesty's subjects. 

In tbis^ Sir, as well/ as in a|f ^Jje other mo^ 
lions, which I have eve^r had the honour to 
make to this ^ouse, I have always acted accord- 
ing to my own j^toflfo fe.fo.'l^&tf 9>3 
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country, and therefore, Sir, Ibaye oq r^a^qn to 
be afraid of the curses and imprecations of 
any man. I do not think it altogether parlia- 
mentary tp use any such expressions in thif 
House ; every man ought ]n Common charity to, 
be presumed to act according fo what he thinks 
best, and most conducive to the interest anq 
happiness of his country. \ h#ve always dona 
so, and while I continue to <Jo . so^ f sbaU 
despise any outcries that may he groun^le^sl* 
raised against me, or a^pst py measure j( 
propose. 4 

To conclude, Sir, the only t tbm| I had iq 
view was, to propose what J thought the mp^ 
easy and the most convenient niethoa of re- 
lieving {he landed gen t^emeri, in part qt least of 
that tax which has so long ki^ heavy upoft 
,tbem, and upon them onlv; J^am cpnvjiicei| 
that £very ^entlen)an in this ifyus^ will «gre«| 
with me* in fbis^ that a^ land-ts^ even of twq 
shillings hi. t^e pound, is a mlnsit grievous tax; 
upon all the landed-gen^lerqen in the kmgdqm, 
more especially upon those, whose e«tatf s are, 
charged with heavy mortgages or Jarge aiqnt^ 
ties ; and I think I have clearly shewn,, ^ha^ 
the duty upon salt is no way inconsistent wit^ 
our constitution, is no way borthensome eitheJC 
upon our navigation or our ^rade, and I an^ 
sure it cannot with any appearance of reaso^ 
be said to be grievous upon any u^rticula- maq, 
or upon any set of men within th.e dominion^ 
of Great Britain. Let us tlje^'for pod's sake,, 
gentlemen, have some consideration for the^ 
freeholders, who have suffered so much (or 
many years; let us have. &nm,e compas&ioq for, 
those gentlemen, whose estates are deeply 
charged with mortgages and jaiinui ties, occa« 
sioned by the heavy land-taxes which thejc 
forefathers have been obliged to pay. It is 
hut reasonable that the creditor should contri* 
bute to the public expence, 'as well as his, 
debtor; and the most proper method foi| 
effectuating so just a design, t$Y in my opinion, , 
the reviving the duty upon silt. I f any gentle^ 
mau can propose a better, X shall most heartily 
join with him, and whoevejf thinks he cannot* 
will, I hope, agr^e to wh^t ihavepro^oscd. 

Mr. William Pttlteniy .replied as follows : 

Sir: From what his Majesty was gracious^ 
pleased to tell us from the /tljrojie at. the begin- 
ning of this session, I did inoeed expect, I be- 
lieve the wffole people of -England wn.ii me did 
expect that we were to relpeiye some ea.«e as ta 
our taxes; some real, soA?^ eju^ctnal ease ''•.aft 
expected, and was with reason expected. How, 
are these expectations o^the poor people to he 
answered ? By the proposition, umv inad$,> 
part, by much the greatest part of them, aje^ 
be subjected to a new tax, and. the ren\aiuing_ 
part are to be indeed free-of part of an q!4 tax, 
but instead thereof they tp pay a new Ux, 
which will be equally grievous tp most ^f them. 
at the same time that it^ is, grievous to ever J' 
other person in the nation, this, Sir, is, 
relief that the people; of Inland are* oy Um, 
proposition D05 ma,de^ tp meet with iroja 
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establishment of a profound tranquillity both 
abroad and at home. 

Every gentleman in this House must remem- 
l>er,how this tai upon salt came to be taken off. 
Only two years ago his Majesty was pleased to 
open the session with a most gracious Speech, 
in which he expressed a compassionate concern 
lor the hardships of the poor artificers and ma- 
nufacturers ; from whence we must conclude, 
that his Majesty's opinion then was, that that 
tort of people laboured under the greatest hard- 
ships, and were the first who ought Co be re- 
lieved. The circumstances of the nation are 
not much altered since that time ; the landed 
gentlemen are not, I hope, grown very much 
poorer, or less able to bear burtheus ; the poor 
artificers and manufacturers, are not, I am sore, 
grown richer ; and therefore I must think, that 
his Majesty has not altered his opinion, what* 
ever score gentlemen in this House may have 
done : It is certain some of them have, because 
at that time there was not eo much as one man 
in this House that'differed in opinion from his 
Majesty. Every man agreed that the poor 
artificers and manufacturers, were the first, who 
ought to meet with relief from the happy situa- 
tion of our affairs ; the only difference was as to 
the manner of giving them relief, and even that 
did pot l>ear a question ; this tax upon salt was 
then thought too grievous upon the trade, the 
snanufactures, and the poor of this nation, that 
it was given up even by the right honourable 
gentleman who has now made the motion for 
reviving it. I wish he had given us some reason 
for his being now of a different opinion, from 
what v he was of at that time ; for it must pro- 
ceed from some fact, or from some -circum- 
stance thai has either happened since that time, 
or is soon to happen. If he foresees any extra- 
ordinary evt nt, I wish he had been so good as 
to communicate it; for my part, I can see none 
that can posfeihly induce me to change my opi- 
nion ; but on the contrary, I foresee many for 
confirming me in the -same sentiments I was 
then of, and which I think ought to confirm 
every man who considers the consequences of 
things, and has a stronger regard for the liber- 
ties of his country, and the happiness of 
posterity, than he has for his own immediate 
interest. 

I am very ready to believe, that every man 
acts from the justest motive, and frqm a sincere 
and hearty regard for the interest of his country, 
arid for the happiness of his fellow-subjects; 
l?ut as the true motives of a man's acting or 
speaking cannot be with any certainty discover- 
ed by another, therefore we are to regard only 
what he 'does or says. A man may act ho- 
nestly, may argue justly from very bad motives; 
and on the other hand we know, that many 
wrong actions and foolish arguments have pro- 
ceeded from motives, that were in themselves 
generous and good. Let us then in charity be-* 
lieve, that whoever differs from us in a mistake,' 
and that whoever agrees with us, acts' from the 
same good motives we do ourselves': then we 
shall examine each other's arguments with can- 
dour; then is truth most likely to prevail. 



Let us not confound the matter in hand, and 
believe that the question now* before us, is, 
whether or no a relief ought to be granted to 
the lauded interest : That is no way at present 
the question in debate. By the resolutions of 
this House upon the supply, there is 500,000/. 
to be raised for the current serf ice of the year; 
the raising of this sum we have already made 
necessary ; our resolution is not to be recalled. 
We are now in a committee of ways and means, 
and the only question before us, is, whether we 
are to raise this sum of 500,000/. by laying a 
shilling upon land, or by reviving the 'duty upon 
salt. Neither of them can be a relief to the 
landed gentlemen; upon the contrary both 
must be burthensome to them. But the one or 
the other we have made necessary, and there- 
fore the only question now before us is, by 
which of these ways we shall raise this 500,000/. 

This being then the true state of the ques- 
tion, we are to consider which of these methods 
will be most convenient for the nation in gene- 
ral, and that we are to choose without any res- 
pect to who is, or who is not to contribute 
thereto ; for we are never to do any injury to 
our country for the sake of any private man, or 
of any particular set of men. The thoughts of 
raising a general excise, I find, have beeu dis- 
claimed by every gentleman, who has spoke in 
this debate ; I hope this nation will never be io 
such slavish circumstances, as that any man 
dare openly avow such a design ; but I wish 
that every gentleman that has talked upon this 
subject, had explained to us what he meant bj 
a general excise ; for if any gentleman thereby 
means, that the people are to pay excises upon 
every thing they use either for food or raiment, 
he will find that there is no such general excise 
in the most, arbitrary, the most slavish country 
upon earth. I believe there is no country under 
the sun, where the people pay an excise for 
the water th% drink, and yet in some countries 
it will be allowed that there are such things as 
general excises. I therefore take it, that the 
proper meaning of a general excise relates not 
to the things upon wbieh it is raised, but to the 
persons from whom : ahd^very excise is a ge- 
neral excise, if the whole body of the people, 
the poor, the needy, the most wretched, are 
obliged Ao contribute thereto, if this be the 
meaning of a General Excise, the Excise now 
proposed to be raised upon the people of this 
nation, is as general as any one that can be, or 
ever was invented under the most absolute 
tyranny. And if this be granted, and tamely 
submitted to by the people, it may be an en- 
couragement to ambitious and wicked ministers 
in future times, to proceed a step farther, and 
lay another Excise upon some other commo- 
dity used by the generality of the people ; that 
again will give encouragement to a third at- 
tempt, and so on, till at last the people of this 
country be Subjected, as well as some of our 
neighbours, to a General Excise in the .most 
extensive sense ; that is, an Excise upon every 
person, and upon almost every thing, that caa 
be converted to the use of man. 
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Such a General Excise was never established 
at once in any country, it has every where been 
introduced by degrees; and in all the countries 
where such an excise has been established, we 
may generally observe., that the first step made 
towards it was,. the introducing this very excise 
now proposed to be laid upon the people of 
this nation. When we were involved in a 
heavy and expensive war, when we were fight- 
ing for every thing that was near and dear to 
ub, when our land tax was at four shillings in 
the pound, when every thing we could think of 
was loaded with duties and customs, it was 
then a sort of necessity upon us to submit to 
•uch an excise ; but if we agree to it now, 
during a time of profound peace, and when no 
necessity calls for our submission, will it not 
then be a precedent for every excise that in 
future times may or can be invented? And a 
few more excises would, I fear, render our li- 
berties precarious, and entirely dependent upon 
the good-will and pleasure of those, who shall 
happen to be intrusted with the chief power of 
collecting the public revenue. The giving a 
man half a crown is indeed no precedent for 
tny giving him my whole estate ; but if I re- 
peat my generosity ^too often, and continue it 
too long, I may happen to put it in his power 
to take the residue from me, whether I will or 
no, and in such case, I am afraid, it would be 
too late to alle'dge, that the one is no precedent 
for the other; for if by my simplicity I reduce 
myself to such circumstances, I must submit 
to whatever he may be pleased to call a good 
precedent. I hope no project will ever be set 
on foot, for converting any of our present taxes 
or customs into excises ; but if ever such a pro- 
ject be set on foot, I shall then, I believe, be 
able to shew, that no Dutch custom can in 
that respect be a good rple'for us. The nature 
of their government, the situation and con- 
dition of their country, and the nature of the 
commerce carried on by them, is so vastly dif- 
ferent from ours, that what may be safe and 
easy in one country, may be grievous to the 
people, and inconsistent with the liberties of the 
other. 

I am very far from thinking, that four or five 
hundred officers at the disposal of the crown, 
can at any time be of dangerous consequence 
Co the freedom of elections, or to the liberties 
of the people ; but I cannot be persuaded, that 
I think meanly of my country, when I declare 
that I am jealous of such a number as seven 
or eight hundred, added to a vast multitude of 
tax-gatherers we had before among us. When 
the balance of power comes near to its just 
equilibrium, a small weight thrown into .either 
scale. oversets the balance, and the equilibrium 
can never be re-established without a great deal 
of danger and trouble. It is certain, that a 
multitude of officers at the beck of an admi- 
nistration, and spread over all the counties, 
cities, and boroughs of the kingdom, may have 
a vast influence at all elections ; and if ever 
they should happen to receive orders for that. 
yurpose^ we may judge what use they will j 



make of the influence they may have: I be* 
lieve it will be generally agreed, that if ever 
we should have an administration wicked 
enough to make use of such an influence, it 
will not be converted towards the preservation 
of the liberties of the people. The character 
of those great patriots, who first contrived this 
duty, was no argument for the continuance of 
it, much less is it an argument for the reviving 
it. They did not out of wantonness contrive 
such a duty ; they were constrained by a fatal 
necessity, to lay it upon the nation at that v 
time. They made no bad use of it, but we 
are not from thence to infer, that no bad use 
will ever be made of it: From our own history 
we may be informed,, that a very bad use has 
been made of several things, which for many 
years after the first institution had. never been 
converted to any unlawful, purposes. Where- 
ever there is any such danger to be feared, we 
ought not willingly; we ought not presump- 
tuously to expose ourselves thereunto. Such 
evils may be easily avoided, but are not easily 
removed. Ope of the chief reasons urged for 
the abolishing of this duty, was, the number of 
officers employed in the collecting thereof, such 
a number of officers was then said to be in- 
consistent with the liberties of a free people. 
This argument was then made use of, and was 
then admitted to be a good argument; how it 
comes now to be such a trifling one, I cannot 
apprehend. But if it is not now admitted as 
a sufficient argument against the reviving of 
this duty for three years, I much suspect, that 
at the end of this term of three years, neither 
this argument, nor any other, will have weight 
enough to prevent the continuing of it for a 
much longer term. 

I must say, Sir, that I am astonished to hear 
any man who has ever read the Articles of 
(Jnion, or is in the least acquainted with the 
transactions of those times, pretend that the 
people of Scotland are any way intitled to an 
exemption from the salt-duty, or from any part 
of it, when it is to be laid en for the current 
service of the year. It is very well known, 
that it was laid down by the, commissioners of 
both kingdoms, as the basis and foundation of 
the Union, ' That there shall be an equality of 
' excises, customs, and all other taxes through* 
' out the united kingdoms.' There was at that 
time no thought of establishing any proportion 
to be raised in Scotland, with respect to any 
tax or excise then raised, or thereafter to be 
raised in England, except only as to the land- 
tax. There was before the Union a land-tax 
raised in Scotland as well as in England ; but 
in the two kingdoms it was raised in a different 
manner. In Scotland it was laid on, and levy ed 
by way of so many months assessments * In 
England it was laid on and levyed by. way of 
so many shillings in the pound ; and therefore 
it became necessary to consider the proportion 
between a month's, assessment in Scotland, and 
a shilling in the. pound in England ; and the 
proportion was. established at the rate of. two 
months assessment in Scotland, for every thilr 
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Bng in m bbtfhd,ttkt w*s thereafter to be 
f«toed in Bfigkiml. Thtis the settling * Jutt* 
portion a* to thii tax Was rfecessaiy J but as to 
the Other kakfesi es^cittlly the ta* upcm salt, 
there was* do sloth necessity, and therefore it 
trail never so much as thought 6f. 

But, Sir; ttmby of the taxes tBen levied in 
Enghmd, Bemfc m^rtfcaged' for the payriierit 6f 
debts contracted ky England before the Union ; 
it Was therefore agreed, that the Scots should 
either be free from the payment bf such taxes; 
or sbcmld hiive ritr equivalent for that part of 
Che debts of En^larid, which they were 1 to pay, 
by their beinfe made subject to any takes so 
ftreMertgaged : Add this tax of 2*. 4*.oti home 
made salt, wtis dne of those taxes that wa* 
rtiortgaged for the payment df a part of the 
debts bf England* therefore the Scots were to 
be free from ir, or to hate art equivalent fof it : 
And tbe Scot* commissioners at that time most 
reasonably judged this tax to be sd grievods 

S>on the people that they chdse rather that 
eir country should be free front It, than to 
take ah equivalent and be liable td it. Even 

St the commissioner* for both kingdoms, this 
x wds then thought to b£db.ch a grievous tax, 
that it wfcs fcresunied the* parliament of Great 
Britain would certainly take it off, and sub- 
rtfctttfe some* tnHre reasonable tax in itftr rodm ; 
iH which case; Gotland Was to be subject to 
such tax so to Be substituted; but ft was' stipu- 
lated and agreed, that in sHich case, t^eyshddld 
have an equivalent proportioned to tfiii ii«V 
tint; to which they were to become saibject ; 
from all wTtfch* it evidently appears, that the 
oalyreeJoti for their having been declared free 
from tbe^paymeht Of this 2i.4d. updn folt was, 
because it had been mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of a debt contracted in England before 
the union, attd nor comprehended in the ac- 
count of those debts 1 which Scotland was to 
pay a pdrt of, so that they received no equiva- 
lent Writ: But thdttgh thisddty had never 
been abolished, yet in case the debt for which 
it wits' mortgaged had been paid by us, or 
otherwise provided tor by a new tax, and this 
tax Of «*. 4*. tipdn salt continued, and con- 
verted either to the cdrrent service of the year, 
or to the* payment of a debt contracted since 
the union 1 , Scotland could not surely pretend 
td an exemption, either frbni the new tax. or 
from the payment of this 2*. 4d. upon salt, 
after its being 56 concerted ; the irfost that they 
could in such case have pretended to, would 
have been an equivalent for the new tax they 
had thereby become subject to. 

Tis true, Sir, that act pf the 9th. and 10th of 
king Wimam, by which this duty of 2s 4rf. 
upon *afc was established, has that t?rrihle( 
word *\ For ever 1 in the body of it. It i* indeed 
a terrible word, when it is annexed to sticTi a 
grievous* tax. It is a word that I am so*ry mv 
country has so much reason to be acquaint* d 
with ^ But that dreadful word, even by the" act 
itself is confined ; it is confined to thfc pay- 
ment bf that debt, for which this tax was then 
appointed; *td #iHe# that? debt frtitow ether- 



wise provided for, it is, with respect to Mm 
'dut^, ttt be looked 00 as pHid, and the condi- 
tional gerjietuity iri that act, meant !>y the 
wbrd 1 For e>er/ is now at an enrl. It is im- 
possible' therefore to presume, that if the Scots 
Comtnis^ners had ever ,meant, that their 
country should have* an absolute perpetuity, 
with respect td the exemption from this saft 
duty, the* would frave referred to this act, by 
which a* condifiohal perpetuity was ouly estab- 
lished. But the transaction was honest and 
fair, and th£ words ate plaid to every man, that 
has k nrtind to bdmpreliend them : The Scots 
Commissioner* hud a 1 mind that their country 
should be free frbrh the' payment of any part of 
that debt for Which this duty was appointed; 
ajbtt therefore^ it was agreed* that While this 
duty remained appropriated td the payment of 
that debt, theft Coijhkry should be for ever free 
from it : But it was never 1 so touch as intended 
by either p'&rty, that their country should be 
free therefrom, in oas£ it should, after the pay- 
ment of this old debt of England, b,e converted 
to the use and benefit Of the two United King- 
doms in general. 

It being thus evident, Sir, that the people 
bt Scotland nave how no title, by the Articles 
Of Uriiori, to an exemption from the payment 
of this 2s. 4d. upon sttlt, the only question 
, then is*, Whether we ought out of compassion to 
indulge them with such dn exemption, because 
the pobr people of that country are not able to 
pay it: I really think. Sir, we ought to have so 
raudh fcompassion for the pebple of that coun- 
try ; but then I hope it will be allowed me* 
that we ought tb have an equal compassion for 
the poOr people of England : journeymen and 
day labourers, who have no stock, no property, 
are equally poor in all countries ; they have nor 
thing but what they work for from day to day ; 
and if it be said, that the poor people in Eng- 
land are able to pay this duty, because they 
have high wages, it is unanswerable argu- 
ment against the tax iri general. It is now an 
universal complaint in this country that the 
high wages given to workmen is the chief cause 
of .the decay of our trade and manufactures; 
our business the" n is, to take all the measures 
we can think' of, to enable pur workmen to 
work for less" wages than they do at present; 
and therefore it must be contrary to good po- 
licy to lay on a tax, which it is granted would 
be insupportable to the poor, if it were not for 
the high wages they have ; for the laying* on of 
such a tax must make the continuance of such 
high wages absolutely necessary, and the con- 
linunnce of them will certainly bring the na- 
tion to poverty and distress. 

I must say. Sir, that the reasoning of some 
gentlemen upon the subject in band appears to' • 
me a little inconsistent: This salt duty, sa^ 
they, wirh respect to JSnglaud, is a tax altoge- 
ther insensible; with respect to Scotland, it is a 
t«x that is altogether insupportable : In Eng- 
land, the tax is raised upon such a great multi- 
tude of people, arid at so many different pay- 
ments, that no man can feel what he pays ; f$t 
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Scotland, though St be raised upon the same 
multitude of people, and at the same different 
payments, yet if the whole were laid upon the 
people of that country, every poor man would 
not only feel what he paid, but would be utterly 
incapable x to comply with the payments re- 
quired : In England, it can raise no grumblings, 
no murmurings, nor'any complaint among the 
people: In Scotland, it would raise such terri- 
ble discontents, as might disturb the peace and 
quiet of the kingdom and endanger the consti- 
tution. How inconsistent is this way of argu- 
ing ? What an insult is this upon the people, 
trho quietly submit to the loads that are laid* 
upon them? 

The distinction that has been made between 
the gross charge and the gross produce of this 
duty, seems to be something new. There is 
certainly as much reason for this distinction 
almost in every branch of the customs or ex* 
cise, as there is' for it in the present case ; and 
yet I never heard it made use of by any of the 
officers of the revenue. But supposing this dis- 
tinction to be reasonable, yet if we examine the 
particulars of the account that has been given 
ns, we shall find that several articles have been 
put to the gross charge, which really ought to 
be put to the gross produce, because they are 
actually raised upon the people, though they 
come not to the use of the public, but to the 
use of the merchants and dealers in salt. I am 
surprized to hear it pretended, that the allow- 
ance for prompt payment ought not to be 
reckoned as a part of the gross produce, or that 
the sum allowed for that discount is not raised 
upon the people. Does any man suppose that 
the wealthy dealer pays his ready money for 
the benefit of his Customers, or that the con- 
sumer pays the less for his salt, because the 
merchant from whom he purchases paid the 
duties in ready money ? Does not every man 
know, that these prompt payments are made 
by the rich dealers, only for their own account ; 
and that notwithstanding their being allowed a 
discount of 10 per cent, yet they sell as de^ar as 
if they had paid the full duties? The article 
then of 20,000/. for prompt payment, is not to 
be deducted, but is to be looked on as a part of 
the gross produce. 

The 11,000/. allowed for waste on salt car- 
ried coastwise is likewise an advantage only to 
the dealer: Tt is no advantage to the people, 
' for every farthing of that sum is raised upon 
end paid by them. The allowance arose from 
a presumption that there was a waste on salt 
carried . coastwise ; and therefore threepence 
per bushel on' all white salt, and three half- 
pence per bushel on all rock salt carried coast- 
wise, was allowed to the dealer in salt. But it 
is certain, that in such case there can be no 
waste, there is always rather an increase, be- 
cause of its being very dry k when put on board, 
and afterwards made to swell and become more 
-weighty by the moisture of the air, to which it 
is exposed in -the removing of it from place to 
place: Since there e&n be no waste, wejonust 
prt^ume, that the whole » bought and" co#- 
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sumed by the people; and we know that they 
always paid for it the same price as if the full 
duty had been paid by the dealer. This allow-' 
arice did not eyen so much as induce the dealer: 
to sell cheapes, for the consumer always paid 
for the -carriage, as well as for the duty and 
first cos(, and the longer the carriage was, the 
Consumer always paid the higher price. This 
11,000/. is therefore to be considered, as a part 
of the gross produce. 

The allowance for rock salt melted, is of the 
•same nature. This arose from a supposition, 
that in the melting of rock salt, and refining it 
into white salt, there was a great waste, and 
therefore ten pound weight in sixty-five wai 
allowed duty free. But I have been informed, N 
and the fact appears, reasonable^ that rock sale 
dissolved in fresh water, will produce its own 
weight in white salt, and'when dissolved in sea 
water it will produce one fourth part more. If 
we only suppose that there is no waste, we must 
presume that the whole is bought and consumed 
by the people ; and we know that they always 
paid as much for white salt made out of rock 
salt, as they did for any other sort of white 
salt ; therefore we must conclude, .that though 
this allowance of ten pound weight out of sixty* 
five, be a deduction from the revenue, yet th£ 
duty upon every grain of it is raised upon the 
people ; and consequently this article, which is 
36,000/. per annum, must likewise be added to 
the gross produce. These three sums therefore 
of 20,000/. 11,000/. and 36,000/. being added 
to the gross produce, as stated by the gentle- 
man who was pleased to enter particularly 
into this account, will make it amount to 
297,350/. which is the lowest computation we 
can make of the sum that is to be yearly raised 
upon the people of England only, by the revival 
of this tax. 

But, Sir, if we consider the many frauds, thfat 
have always been committed as to salt pretend- 
ed to have been exported, and as to salt pre- 
tended to have been used in the during of fish, 
we must presume, that a great deal more salt 
is every year used by the people, than what 
pays duty to the public; and as the consumer 
always pays the full price, as if the duty had 
been regularly paid upon the whole,' though 
these frauds occasion a deduction from the re- 
venue, yet the duty upon the wbole is paid by 
the people ; and therefore we must presume, 
that a mucii larger sum than what I have men- 
tioned must be yearly Taised upon the people. , 
This presumption is brought almost to a demon- 
stration, by the number of the people in this 
nation, even as computed by those who have 
spoke in favour of this dut y : according to their 
own account, t the number of the inhabitants in 
England, amounts to 8,000^000; if then we 
suppose that every one of them uses, one with 
another, bQt a perk of salt in a year, we must , 
reckon that a shilling at least is raisf d upon 
every person by the means of this duty, because 
the 'laying on of "this duty makes the Salt at 
least a shilling a peck dearer, than it would 
otherwise be ; and therefore we must compute 
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much a* the 85,000/. if, which » Mid for 
management. These three sums added toge* 
(her make the real difference of the yearly en* 
pence, between the Salt-tax, and a shilling in 
the pound Land-tax, amount yearly to 34,1001, 
This, I say, Sir, is the yearly difference; but I 
hope no man that considers it will pretend, that 
this, or even three times this sum, is the whole 
difference of the expence the nation is to be at, 
in raising 500,000*. by a Salt-duty in three 
years, instead of raising 600,000/. hy a shilling 
in the pound Land-tax in one year; for the 
difference will then be a great deal more than 
three tiroes this sum. We must then reckon 
the whole expence of the Salt-duty for three 
years, and from that deduct the expence of 
raising %s. in the pound land-tax for one Tear 
only: the Bait-tax will then cost us three 
times 25,000/. or 75,000/. for management; 
three times 2,600/. or 7,800/. for extraordinary 
expence in the navy ; and three times 20,000/. 
or $0,000/. for prompt payment ; which three 
sums added together amount to 149,800/. end 
from this we are only to deduct 13,500/. viz. 
one year's expence of raising a shilling in the 
pound upon land, the remaining sum will then 
be 129,300/. this is the real difference of the 
expence which the nation is to pay for the rais- 
ing of this 50Q,000/. in three years by a Salt- 
duty, instead of raising it in one year by a 
Land-tax. This is near 96 per cent, and if we 
add the additional expence ie Scotland, and 
the interest which the public must pay upon 
borrowing this 500,000/. for the current service 
of the year, it will, I am sure, amount to above 
SO per cent, which, I must say, is a pretty con- 
siderable premium for three years forbearance 
of payment, even if the nation were not to pay 
a shilling of the money till the full end of the 
term. How consistent it may be with the pub- 
lic good of this nation, to pay so high a pre- 
mium for forbearance, I shall not determine; 
but I am sure it will be inconsistent with the 
private good of any honest man in the kingdom 
to pay such a premium. This, Sir, is the, snost 
favourable light that the affair before at can 
wkb any tolerable season be put in, even by 
those who appear moat sanguine for the renwl 
of this duty ; but if we consider it in the hgat 
I have before put it in, and suppose that 
400*000/. is to. be raised yearly upon the peo- 
ple, by the means of this duty, it will then, ap- 
pear much more odious ; for upon that suppo- 
sition, which, I am afraid* will prove toe true, 
the nation is to pay ¥00,000/. for three years 
forbearance of the payment of 500,000/. which 
is a premium of very near 150 per cent, for for- 
bearance. 

To pretend, Sir, that this duty cannot give 
occasion to any great frauds or perjuries, be* 
cause there is little or no money advanced by 
the subject, and repaid by the government 
upon any event, is to me a little odd. It is 
not the repayment of money by the govern- 
ment that is the cause of frauds and perjnries ; 
it is the grant advantage that a private dealer 
may iwui, a*d the little ^sk he runs by so* 



that by the reviving of .this duty, there will be 
at least 8*000,000 of millings, or ifOOfiOOl raised 
yearly upon the people of England only; and 
this sura I really take to be the lowest compu- 
tation that can justly be made. 

Let us now, Sir, consider what we are about: 
we are to raise 500,000/. for the current service 
of the year ; this we certainly ought to raise in 
that method, which will he least hurtbensome 
to the nation in general ; and if we chose to 
raise (his sum hy reviving the fSaltDuty for 
three years, we make the people really pay 
1,200,000/. out of winch there h> but 500,000/. 
brought clear into the public revenue. If this 
be public oaconomy; if this he common pru- 
dence ; If this be a relief or an ease to tfce peo- 
ple of England, % leave the world to judge. } 
thiuk that I can iww aver, that when I argue 
against the Salt-Duty, I plead the cause of my 
country ; I plead the cause of the whole body 
of the people of England: I do not indeed 

Elead for a relief to them, I and there is no re- 
ef to be given ; but I plead against laying a 
new, a heavy, an intolerable burthen upon 
them. We have by our former resolutions 
made the raising of 500,000/. necessary, but do 
not let us charge the people with the payment 
, of 1,200,000/. in order to raisethis 500,P0Q/. 
From what I have said, Sir, it plainly appears 
how much more expensive it will be to the na- 
tion, to raise 500,000/. hy reviving the Salt- 
Duty, tbap to raise it by a shilling in the pound 
Land-tax; and yet it has been pretended, that 
there will be but a. small difference as to the 
expence : this really surprizes me, for figures 
can neither be mistaken or misconstrued. In 
order to bring this difference as lour as possible, 
it has been pretended that the raising of the 
Salt- duty will cost but 22,000/. per annum ; 
but I always reckoned, that it cost full 25,000/. 
and I must still reckon so, till I see it contra- 
dicted by the commissioners accounts ; for the 
raising or paying, the 19 000/. annually for boun- 
ties was never any additional expence to the pub- 
lic It has likewise been pretended, that the 
raising of a shilling in the pound land-tax, 
cost near<18,Q0Q/. per annum, by reason of the 
office kept in commission for that purpose ; but 
these gentlemen forget, that this office is kept 
up, ana costs as much, wjteo there is but one 
shilling in the pound as when these is 4*. in the 
pound Land-tax, and therefore I still insist 
'upon it, that the raising oC 500,000/. by Is. in 
the pound additional I^and-tax, will really 
cost the nation but 13,500/. per annum ex- 
traordinary expence, and consequently the 
difference as to this article in England only, is 
at least 1 1,500/. per annum- But must not we 
add to this, the 2,£00Z. extraordinary charge in 
the victualling office, occasioned by this duty ? 
since this is certainly a charge brought upon the 
nation hy reviving this duty, which we should 
not be liable to, if we should raise what money 
*e want, by a Land-tax. Must not we likewise 
add the 20,000/. per annum allowed for prompt 
payment? for as this is no benefit to the conV 
sewer, it i* a real expencn to the p*Ppk> an 
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sWids and perjuries, that tempts bias to the 
oorarnitiing of such. He does not consider 
from whom, but bovt ranch money he mat 
make by such a fraud ; aHd therefore iit aH 
manner of taxes, where the tax or duty amounts 
to much more thaa the prime cost, there have 
always been, and always will be- great frauds ; 
if the dealer can by any fraud avoid paying the 
duty, he makes Jus/advantage by selling at a 
high price. Considering then that this duty to 
fee laid upon salt is no less than ten tunes the 
price it may be bought for at the pits, what a 
fruitful fond do we establish for frauds and per- 
juries ? It may not perhaps he easy to smuggle 
salt away from the pits without paying, the 
auty ; but how easy witt it be for the dealer, 
after he has given bond to pay the doty, and 
taken the salt away from the pitsy to pat it 
•board of a ship, and re-land it again at some 
bye creek or comer, or by some other way to 
■at a certificate of its having been exported ; 
by£ this fraud he gets up the bond which he 
gave for the duty, and though he gains no 
sioney back from the government, yet when le 
sells to the consumer salt for four or five shil- 
lings a bushel, which cost him but a groat a 
bushel, does he not make a delicious, a tempt- 
ing profit ? And the move tempting it must be, 
fcaeaase of the little risk; he runs ; for ho risks 
wttly the loss of a groat* for the venture of mak- 
ing four shilling clear profit. If he can but 
abeat the public, he drives* the trade, I may 
•ay, of an apothecary, aud makes a shilling of 
•very penny he lays out. Again, as to the salt 
delivered duty-free fur the fishery, there is still 
it greater temptation, since it depends entirely 
upon the honesty of the curers themselves ; 
none but themselves can tell what quantities 
they have made use of: If they can but sell 
their sail privately to dealers or consumer*, 
they may get free of the duty by swearing that 
the whole was employed in curing offish; and 
considering what little regard is had to* what is 
bow, by way of proverb, called a Custom-house 
oath, I am afraid this sort of penury will he 
by much too frequent: Nor is the loss sustain- 
ed- by the revenue the only disadvantage; che*e 
baits and temptations that are* thrown in the* 
people/s way for perjuring themselves^ may 
really at last destroy all sort of morality and 
common honesty among them; and may so 
much diminish that regard which every man 
aught to have for an oath, that no man's life 
ar property can be secure, against the plots 
an* perjuries of his neighbours. 

As* to our manufacturers- and' poor labourers, 
this tax certainly will be- a charge upon every 
one of them in general; It will be a shilling 
at least to every single man 1 or woman that is 
fit foe labour; and 1 if we suppose n poor man 
to have a. wtfet and three small children, we 
uanr hardly /suppose him to make use of less 
than a* bushel of salt a year for his family ; to 
such a man this ma will' amount to at least 4*. 
.#uVpev annum. Such a 'thing as a shilling, or 
al esowny amy be looked upmn aai a triflu by a> 
jpatlamaamtai » kr^Mat^ aoa^eas^OKui^ 



stances, but a> fkx>r mid feels sometimes se« 
verefy tlie want of tf shilling ; many a poor 
mam tm, fat want of k shilling, been obliged to 
pawn the only whole enat he hud to his back* 
and has riever been able to redeem it again. 
Evert a fat thing to a poor mart h a considerable 1 
sum; what shifts 'do the frugal among them 
make, to save even a farthing ? Let us but 
imagine ourselves in the condition of a poor 
labourer, with a wife and three children, al- 
most the Whole of the wifejs time taken/ up in* 
looking after the children, and the husband 
working for a shilling a day, and we shall easily 
sea how hard it is to make such a poor man? 
pay a> tax of four Or five shillings a year, for 
the salt he mast make 1 use of fot the scanty 
support of himself and family. 

This tax must therefore be a charge upon 3 
ail our. manufactures' in general, I shall suppose 
it as small as any gentleman pleases, yet it . 
must be settle; for if it be a charge upon the* 
manufacturers, they must lay it upon the mfcM 
nafadtUres tfoey deal in ; and if We consider 
how narrowly the merchant, especially the fo** 
reign merchant, goes to work in the bargains 1 
m* makes, we must see what a disadvantage 1 
this tax may be* to our export of manufactures. 
If any of our neighbours can sell but one tenth* 
part of a farthing m a yard cheaper than we 
can do, they will at last turn us entirely out of 
the business. This holds as to all our manu« 
features in general, but as to some particular 
manufactures, such as glass, leather, earthen*- 
ware, &c. it is still more grievous, because salt 
is one of the materials made use of in their 
very composition, and therefore I hope if this 1 
duty be revived, there will be an exception 1 as* 
to them. 

I find it is granted by all, that the making 
use' of salt is an improvement to land ; but it 
is said, that this tax cannot injure such im- 
provements, because every man may Jiave a# 
much fuui salt duty-free at the pits as he pleases, 
provided he has an officer along with him. But 
does not every man see, that this' can only be 
of advantage to those whose lands lie near the' 
salt- pits ? even as to them, this duty will be an' 
additional charge, for they cannot get art officer/ 
to attend for nothing ; we all know that when: 
U man is once got into an office, he has many" 
ways of squeezing a perquisite from those who* 
are obliged to apply to him, and him only. 
And as to all lands that lie, at a distance from 
salt-pits, it must be allowed^ thaj the reviving 
of this tax will be a foil bar to any/ future im- 
provements' of rhem by salt, tfhich is an im- 
provement that has been successfully niade use* 
of, through* all parts of England, ever since the' 
duty was. taken off. 

! It hasj I think, in this 1 debate be^eh admitted' 
jby all, that the duty upon the^salt made use.of 5 
in curing the sajt provisions necessary forva/ 
! ship of 150 tons, for a six month's voyage, will* 
[amount to 40*. ; and yet it has been asserted' 
by some, that the reviving of this duty will be 1 
no burden upon the navigation of Great Bri-' 
j taku Those wha reasott in this' manner, da 1 
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not surely consider the frugality an* sparing- 
Bess that must be observed in trade. I am 
sure there is not a merchant in Europe, that 
has occasion to freight a ship, but will think 
40s. a very great difference in the freight be- 
tween two ships of 150 tons each, if they be of 
equal goodness in every other respect ; and he 
will always employ that ship which he can have 
40s. cheaper than the other. This must put a 
full stop to the employing of any-English ship, 
or to the victualling of any ship in England, 
where another ship can be made use of, or 
when a ship can be victualled in any other part 
of the world; and therefore it must be 'not 
onlv a burden upon our navigation, hut we 
must consider, that it would soon be the entire 
destruction of our navigation, and consequently 
of our navy, if it were not for the Navigation 
Act, and some natural advantages which we 
have over the rest of the world. I do not 
know how some gentlemen may get, or how 
they may spend their estates ; but in an affair 
which chiefly regards the trade, and the trades- 
men of this nation, I am surprised to hear 
^hillings and crowns, nay even pounds sterling, 
talked of in so light and trivial a manner : The 
poor tradesman may be properly said to earn 
his living by the sweat of his brow ; and if he 
does not consider every farthing that he is to 
lay out, he will soon come not to have a farth- 
ing, to pay for a. bit of bread : To such a man, 
even the half-farthing, which is now so con- 
temptuously talked of/ would be of mighty 
consequence. * 

I come 'now, Sir, to consider this tax with 
respect to that honest, industrious and frugal 
set of people, the farmers of England. I hope 
there are but few of them as yet obliged to live 
in the manner as hath been represented. I 
hope no farmer in England is as yet obliged to 
make his family dine upon bread and cheese, or 
ijpon boiled cabbage, without a bit of pickled 
pork, salt-beef, or bacon, to give them a savour. 
I do not know- ipdecd what they may be- 
brought to, if we begin to multiply excises upon 
them ; but I must now consider them in their 
present way of living: in that way I must look 
upon them and their servants, as making use of 
some salt-provisions ajmost every day in the 
week, for the whole year round: -in such a 
view, I am sure, a family of sixteen working 
persons will consume insult a deal more than a 
shilling's worth a head, according as it must 
seil after this duty is laid on; I believe they 
will consume above two shillings worjh a piece; 
and it has been computed by men who under- 
stood thoroughly the ceconomy of their family, 
that a family of ten persons would for all uses 
generally cost the master at least six-pence a 
week for salt, according to the price it sold at 
formerly, when this duty was subsisting. At 
this rate there is scarcely a farmer in England, 
hut must pay above twenty shillings a year to- 
wards this tax, and if be pays a rack'd rent, I 
do not know where he is to get this twenty 
shillings, unless he runs in arrear to his land- 
lord, in ojder to answer what he. must pay the 



tax-gatherer: in such a case, I believe, our 
landed-gentlemen Will not. get much by £he re* 
lief that is , now pretended to he given them. 
But bes^es this additional family-ex pence 
upon»the farmers, we know that they make use 
of a great deal of salt for several uses in hus- 
bandry: the advantages made thereby they 
must now give up, or otherwise they must pay 
dear for the preserving of them. 

I hope, Sir, \ am as sensibly touched as any 
-man with the difficulties, that many of the 
landed-gentlemen in England labour * under; 
and I shall always be as ready as any man to. 
approve of any measures for giving them a real 
relief: but 1 shall never pretend to amuse 
them, or to impose upon their good sense, by 
calling that a relief, which is only taking a bur- 
then off one of their shoulders, and putting it 
upon the other; and that this is the only re- 
lief now proposed tor them, I can, I think, de- 
monstrate as clearly, as ever any thing was de- 
monstrated by numbers. I believe no man 
will pretend thafr any gentleman of a free estate 
of 500/. a year in land, or upwards, is in the 
present case an object of compassion, or that 
the relieving of such men from the payment of 
a shilling in the pound land-tax, can have any 
weight in the present debate ; and as for those 
gentlemen who have large estates in land, but 
heavily charged with mortgages,af they will, for 
the sake of grandeur and the name of a great 
estate, continue to pay the land-tax and the 
interest upon the mortgages, it is certainly their 
own fault, and therefore they do not deserve 
the consideration of this House. The landed- 
gentlemen then, whose estates are under 50o£ 
a year, are the only persons whose condition 
and circumstances can in the present case be 
of any consequence; and as to such, let us ex- 
amine whether what is now proposed will prove 
to be of any relief to them. It is well known, 
that there are many landed -gentlemen in 
England, whose estates are valued so low, that 
they do not pay above a groat of the shilling ia 
the pound land-tax ; it is certain, that there 
are lew or no landed gentlemen who. pay the 
whole shilling ; there is not, I believe, one es- 
tate in England that is rated at the full value, 
with respect to the land-tax ; it may therefore 
be reasonable to suppose, that all the land- 
estates in England are, one with another, rated 
for the land-tax at one half of the real value. 
It has been admitted, that a farmer of 100/. a 
year, has generally sixteen persons in family; 
I think we may then reasonably suppose, that 
the landed-gentlemen in England of 400/. a 
year, keep one with another twenty persons in 
family ; and upon these suppositions let us see 
what relief the gentleman of 400/. a year is to 
receive from the fine scheme now before us. 
Such a man's estate is supposed to be Valued at 
200/. a year as to the land-tax, consequently at 
Is. in the pound he saves only 10/. in the 
whole, by taking off this shilling. Now let us 
consider what be must pay to the duty on salt 
consumed in his family : a common farmer with 
ten persons in his family, is supposed to pag, 
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6d. a week for the salt consumed in his family, 
and therefore a common farmer with twenty 
persons in his family, must be supposed to pay 
Is. a week, one with another, for the salt con- 
sumed in his family } and if we consider the 
great waste that is mnde of that commodity 
about a gentleman's family, and the many visi- 
tors and their 'servants, and the^poor necessi- 
tous neighbours, that will always be hanging in 
or about a gentleman's family who has an estate 
of 400/. a year, we cannot allow less than 
eighteen pennyworth of salt consumed weekly 
about such a gentleman's family ; we* must 
therefore suppose, that every gentleman of such 
an estate, pays yearly for salt consumed in his 
family 3/. 18s. and since, by the laying on this 
duty, we raise salt to above ten times the' price 
it formerly sold at; therefore we must con- 
clude, that nine tenths of 3/. 18$. that fs, about 
3/. 10s. is yearly drawn from every gentleman 
pf 400/. a year, by means of thib duty on salt ; 
and as he is to pay this sum yearly for three 
yearsinstead of the 10/. land-tax, which he is 
py this means, to be made free of, is it not plain 
and evident, that he pays ten guineas iu three 
years, for the sake of getting free of the pay- 
ment of 10/. in one year? The utmost then^ 
that can be pretended, is, that he saves by this 
fine scheme about half a year's interest upon 
10/. Is this the relief so mightily bragg'd of? 
Will any gentleman of common sense choose 
to have his farmers, his cottagers, his labourers, 
and the manufacturers that consume the pro- 
duce of his lands, heavily taxed, in order to 
save 4 or 5s. interest upon the 10/. that he was 
to have paid to the land-tax. 

This is the case, Sir, as to landed-gentlemen 
of 400/. a year, hut as to all the landed-gentle- 
men of smaller fortunes, they will be losers by 
this measure that is proposed for their relief. 
Their families cannot be a great deal less nu- 
merous than the others; their servants will be 
as wasteful, and they must entertain their visi- 
tors as -well as the other; therefore we cannot 
suppose that any gentleman's family in the 
country will cost him much less than Is. a week 
for salt; at this rate he must pay yearly to- 
wards the duty now to be laid on, about 2/. 7s. 
this amounts in three years to 7/. so that a gen- 
tleman of 200/. a year, will be 2/. out of pocket, 
and a gentleman of 100/. a year, will -be 4/. 
10s. out of pocket, by reviving the salt-duty for 
. three years, instead of Is. in the pound land-tax 
for one year ; and whether those gentlemen 
that have great families to maintain, many 
children to provide for, and but one, two, or 
three hundred a year land-rent, to answer all 
their occasions, are not the greatest objects of 
compassion, nay, are not the only objects of 
compassion among the landed-gentlemen in 
England, I leave the world to judge. Every 
gentleman that ever kept an account of the ex- 
pencesof his family, must be a judge, whether 
the suppositions I have made are just: if they 
are just, I am sure the figures cannot be con- 
troverted; and therefore, I hope, we shall 
hear no more of the great relief that is to be 
given to the landed-gentlemen of Eoglaud. 



. Having' thus shewed to what sort of peopU 
this sa^t-duty will be a disadvantage, I tnrnk i* 
wonld not be just in me, not to take some no- 
tice of those to «hom it will be an immediate 
ad vantage. N As to ail the gentlemen in Englancf 
of vefy large land-estates, it will be an,imme> 
diate advantage ; it will, indeed, save a trifle to 
them. With respect to them, I hope, I may 
he allow'd to make use of the word trifle ; a 
sum of money may be called a trifle when ap- 
plied to the rich, but to the poor no sum bf 
money can be properly said to be a trifle. But 
this immediate advantage accruing to the rch 
landed-men, will be soon overbalanced by the 
ruin that it will bring upon their country, and 
upon their own particular estates; and I am 
glad to find, that most of the rich landed-gentle- 
men in England'are upon the same side of the 
question with me. It shews a generous con- 
tempt of private advantage, when opposed to 
the public good ; but those who will reap the 
greatest advantage from the measure now pro- 
posed, are those who are in good posts and 
places, and have handsome salaries coming in. 
It is very true, that their salaries are rated at 
the full value of the land-tax : the taking off Is, 
in the pound land-tax, is really putting 5 per 
oent. into their pockets, which cannot be drawn 
out again by the salt-duty, because they either 
keep no families, or they keep their families in 
town, where mcst of their servants are-at board*- 
wages. To such gentlemen the measure now 
proposed will certainly be advantageous, and to. 
such only that compassion which we have heard 
so much of, is properly to be applied. But 
one would not think that a man who has lOOf 
a year from the public, should grudge to pay 5/. 
a year out of it to the public expence; or that 
the saving 5/. a year in such a man's pocket, 
should be such a mighty concern to every man 
who has the good of his country at heart. I am 
persuaded that every gentleman who has the 
good fortune to be in any such place or employ- 
ment, will shew as generous a contempt of 
self-interest, and ah honourable a regard for the 
public good, as4s or can be shewn by the gen- 
tlemen of great land-estates, who with them are 
the only persons in the nation that can reap any 
benefit from the measure now proposed. 

Since then itappears plain, that what is now 
proposed can be no manner of relief, but will cer- 
tainly be an additional charge upon the landed* 
gentlemen of small estates ; and since they 
are the only landed-gentlemen in England, who 
stand in need of, and deserve the compassion 
of this House, I think all the arguments that 
can be drawn from pity and compassion, come 
full against our agreeing to the revival of this 
duty upon salt ; and therefore I may now in 
my turn plead with all those who hear me, to 
have pity and compassion upon the poor 
landed-gentlemen in England. How hard will 
it be to make a poor landed gentleman of a 
hnndred a year pay 7/. instead of 50$. ? Why 
should the poor landed-gentlemen he so much 
over-charged for the sake of a small ease to 
those who have plentiful estates in land, or con- 
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siderabte salaries coming in from a post or 
place, that gives them little or no trouble? This 
is really, if I may be allowed to make use of 
the words, * Giving' to the rich,, and sending 
* the poor empty away/ But in the present 
case, our compassion pleads not only for the 
poor landed-gentlemen, but for all the poor of 
the nation. Let us but consider how many 
poor families are maintained upon 3d. or Is. a 
day, which the father earns by hard Labour and 
Coil : A bushel of salt is the least that can be 
consumed in a year by a poor man, his wife, 
and three or four small children : How cruel is 
it to take four or five shillings a year away 
from the support of such a poor family, more 
especially when one half of that money, at 
least, is to be made a compliment of to wealthy 
or fraudulent dealers, or to idle and profligate 
tax-gatherers? I hope every man that hears me, 
will allow his pity and compassion to exert it- 
self to its utmost height. I hope every man 
will consider upon which side of the present 
question are the cries of the poor and the 
wretched, and the blessings of those that are, 
yet unborn. The happiness or misery of poste* ■ 
rity, the flourishing, or decay of our trade and 
commerce, the preservation or loss of our liber- 
ties, in my opinion, depend in a great measure 
upon the question now before- us; and there- 
fore I am persuaded that every gentleman will 
consider it thoroughly, before he determines 
what he is to do. 

Then the question being, put upon sir Ro- 
tet Walpole's motion, it passed in the affirma- 
tive, by 225 against 187. 

Feb. 10. Upon the report of the Resolutions y 
of the Committee, and the motion made for 
agreeing to them, the question being /put, it was 
carried in- the affirmative, by 205 against 176, 
and a Bill was ordered to be brought in pur- 
suant jto those Resolutions. 

The Pension' Bitl passes the Commons!] This 
day, upon the motion of Mr. Sandys, the 
tension Bill was read a third time, without any 
one speech being made against it; and Mr. 
Sandys was ordered to carry the Bill to the 
Lords, and desire their concurrence. ' . 

Quarrel between Mr, Pulteney and Mr. 

felliam.\ February 11. The House being in- 
rmed,, that, from some words, which had 
been spoken, in the House by Mr. Pelham- and< 
Mr. Pulteney, it was apprehended, a* Quarrel 
might ensue; and that Mr. Pulteney was gone 
out of the House ; 

i Ordered, That the Serjeant at Arms, attend^ 
iog this House, do go, and summon. Mr. Pul- 
teney to attend the service of the House imme- 
diately. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pelham and Mr. Pulte- 
ney be enjoined, not to prosecute any quarrel, 
or shew any further resentment, for what has 
passed between them in this House. 

Then; the $erjeant at Anna being returned * r 
and Wr. Pulteney being come into the House ; 
Ifie. Speaker acquainted him. with the informa- 
tion* whifeh tits lioase, had received ia relation* 
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to himself and Mr. Pelham, and with the in* 
junction of the House thereupon 3 after trbtcb, 
they severally stood up in their pUoet, to ex- 
- plain themselves ; but not having given the 
House satisfaction, as to their complying with 
the said injunction, and it being insisted upon, 
that tbey should be more explicit, tbey stood up 
again in their places, and severally declared, 
that they would obey the order of the House. 

Debate in the Lords on the Pension-Bill.] 
Feb. 17. A Messsge was brought from the 
Commons by Mr. Sandys and others, with a 
Bill entitled, M An Act foi making more effec- 
tual the laws in being for disabling persons from 
being chosen members of, or sitting or voting 
in the House of Commons, who have any Pen- 
sion during pleasure, or for any number of years, 
or any offices held in trust for them ;" to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 
After reading the Bill, 

The Lord De la War* stood up and spoke 
as follows ; 

My Lords, 

I find that the Bill which has been now read 
to your lordships, is to the very same purpose, 
and almost in the very same words with that 
which has already been twice refused by your 
lordships; and therefore T cannot but loot upon 
the sending up of such a Bill as an indignity otter- 
ed to this House, for which reason I must be of 
opinion that the Bill ought to be rejected. 

The Earl of Strafford spoke next-: 
It is very true, my Lords, that a Bill to the 
same purport, and almost in the very same 
words with the Bill now before ns, has been 
twice sent up, and as often refused by this 
.House: But we must remember. that the Bill 
never came the length of a Committee. If your 
lordships had last year thought fit to take the 
Bill then sent to you under your consideration 
in a Committee, the several clauses thereof 
would have been particularly examined, and it 
would have been known what were the clauses 
or words which your lordships took exception 
to; but' as no such thing was done, the gentle* 1 
men of the other House could not know how to 
amend the Bill, or what alterations they should 
make ; for which reason I must think that the 
; sending up of this in the same words with the 
former, is shewing the utmost respect to this 
House, by leaving it intirely to your lordships 
to alter and amend the Bill in such manner as 
you shall judge proper. 

Corruption, my Lords, is an evil that has 
, been always thought to be of a most pernicious 
consequence, and therefore there have been 
many acts of Parliament made for preventing 
it : In the very Act of Settlement there is a 
clause for this end ; in the reign- of queen Anne 
there were several regulations made for the 
same purpose ; and in the very first parliament 
of bis late majesty, there was an act made for 
preventing the effects of this dangerous evil* 

* Appointed Treasurer ofhis Majesty's House* 
hold in June, lT3i. 

i _ - 
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This shews that the bringing in of such' Bills as 
the Bill now before us, was never thought to 
be doing any injury to the crown ; upon the 
contrary j the honour and safety of the crown 
depends upon the honour and integrity of the 
members of Parliament, and therefore we can 
never presume that the crown will be against 
any measure, that can be proposed for prevent- 
ing any illegal and corrupt influence upon any 
Of the members of either House. One design 
of bringing this Bill* in, and passing it in the 
other House, was to wipe off any suspicion of 
corruption, that there might be against them : 
do not let us, my Lords, deprive them of the 
only means they have of convincing the world, 
that there is no such thing among them. If 
there be auy word, if there be any clause in this 
Bill, that may seem to be of bad consequence, 
your lordships may amend it, or you may leave 
it out. An objection against any particular 
clause, may be a reason for altering or amend- 
ing the Bill, but it never can be a reason for 
throwing it out altogether ; I shaft tiierefore be, 
my Lords, for ordering it to be read a second 
time, that wc may have an opportunity of con- 
sidering at seriously, and making such amend* 
' ments as shall be thought proper. 
Lord Falmouth * replied ; 
My Lords ; The Bill now before us bears a 
*ery specious title or preamble ; from the first 
view thereof one would be apt to conclude, that 
something very beneficial for this nation were 
intended ; but upon a more serious perusal, we 
find, that, at bottom there is really nothing in- 
tended, that can in the least contribute to the 
public good. We all know, my Lords, how 
some motions come to be made, and bow some 
Bills come to be brought into the other House. 
Such Bills as this now before us, are often 
brought in by would-be ministers, that is, by 
gentlemen who affect popularity, and set them- 
selves up as protectors of the liberties of the 
people, and uuder that pretence encourage and 
promote faction and discontent; in order there- 
by to raise themselves to be the chief men in 
the administration of the public affairs of the 
nation. I shall always be ready to join in rea- 
sonable measures for insuring the liberties and 
privileges of the people ; and if any attempts 
were making against them, I should be as ready 
as any man to concert measures for shortening 
the arms of the crown : But, my Lords, when I 
find that no attempts are made by the crown, 
against the liberties of the people ; when I find 
that the popular cries for liberty afe raised and 
spirited up only by the factious and the discon- 
tented, I shall never be for diminishing the 
power of the crown, espec ially when I see that 
it has but just enough to support itself against 
the factious and the disaffected. I remember, 
my Lords, that a noble lord put the question 
last session of Parliament, whin this very af- 
fair was before the House, how the Pretender 
would desire one to vote in the case then before 
us : If the same question were now again to be 

* Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, . 



Sat, I believe the proper answer would be, that 
e would desire us to vote for the Bill now be-i 
fore us ! I do not doubt, but that he would be) 
for diminishing his Majesty's . power cf reward- 
ing those who should happen to merit well of 
their country, by a zealous and hearty opposi* ' 
tion to him and his faction. I hope, my Lords, 
that there will always be men of honour and 
integrity enough in this country to defend us' 
against that faction, or any faction, without tba 
hopes or expectation of a reward ; but if it 
should be found necessary for our defence, to 
give rewards to many of those who assisted in 
the protecting of the government against faction, 
I would rather chuse that the government should 
have it in its power to give rewards to those? 
that contributed to the preserving of us, than 
that the factious should have it in their power 
to give rewards to those that assisted them in 
the destroying of us. Tbe methods proposed by 
the Bill now before us, are so far from being 
proper methods for preventing bribery and 
corruption, that I am afraid they will give such) 
an encouragement to faction, as may lead us 
into confusion, and therefore I shall be for re- 
jecting the Bill. As this Bill is the very same 
with that which was refused by your lordships 
the last session of Parliament, I am convinced 
that the same reasons which prevailed against 
it last session, will now likewise prevail against 
it ; for my own part at least, I am sure, that 
there is nothing since happened, that can af- 
ford me the least pretence for being of a diffe- 
rent opinion. 
The Lord Carteret spoke as follows: 

My Lords ; 
I am for receiving this Bill in the most re* 4 
spectral manner ; first, because of the dignity , 
of the subject, next for the respect that is due 
for the other House ; and lastly, mj lords, for 
the respect that is doe to ourselves. The sub- 
ject of this Bill is of the utmost eonseqtrenee to 
the liberties of this nation ; the title or pre* 
amble is in my opinion very proper for such a 
subject ; but if it were not so, why may it not 
be altered ? One thing, my Lords,* I am sure 
of, that if we treat the Bill with so much con-> 
tempt; as to reject it upon the first reading, the i 
whole people of the nation will make a pre- 
amble for us. I do not know how this Bill was 
brought into the other House, nor ought tnat 
to be a question in this ; I do not know whe- 
ther this Bill was brought in by would-be-mi- 
nisters, or no, but I am very certain, that as 
good ministers as ever were in England, have 
laid the foundation for such Bills ; and if men 
do act for the public good, it signifies nothing 
to us, it signifies nothing to the people, what 
were the motives that prompted them to act hi 
such an honourable manner. If it is an ambition 
of being ministers of state, that prompts met* 
to act for the public good, I hope the ambition 
of those that are out, will always be a barrier 
for the liberties of this nation against the am* 
bition of those that are in. 

It is no argument against this Bih% that it if 
in tbe-tam* words with, the Bitt which was star 
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up to us the last session. I hope there is no 
man in this nation pretends to be infallible : 
3K>ur lordships having refused this Bill last ses- 
sion, ean never be an argument for your re- 
jecting it now. without so much as once taking 
it into your serious consideration : Some argu- 
ments may now be brought for passing it, 
which were not thought of at that cime: The 
public tranquillity was not then so firmly es- 
tablished as. it is at present, and therefore it 
may now be thought a more proper time for 
us to take precautions for preserving our liber- 
ties against domestic enemies, than it was at 
that time, when we were not quite out of danger 
of being attacked by foreign enemies. If your 
lordships should semi down a good and ne- 
cessary Bill for the amendment of the law, and 
the same should be refused by the Commons, 
would that be any argument against ever send- 
ing that Bill down to them again in any future 
session of parliament ? Or would their having. 

' once refused it, be an argument for their re- 
jecting it at the first reading, upon its being 
brought a second time before them ? No, my 
lords ; if your lordships were convinced that 
the Bill was necessary, and drawn up in proper 
terms, you would send it down in the very-same 
words again and again, till its own weight car- 
ried it through. 

I am, my Lords, very far from thinking, that 
any attempts are now made, or are to be made, 
during his preseut Majesty's reign, against the 
liberties of this nation : His Majesty has too 
much goodness to endeavour any such attempts, 
and too .much wisdom to admit of any such 
being made by /those employed by him ; but it 
is for this very reason that we ought now to 
think of, and bring irr such Bills as may be any 
tray conducive to the preservation of our liber- 
ties : His Majesty's penetration is such, that he 
will easily see what is necessary; and his good- 
ness is such, that he never will oppose what he 
sees to be necessary for securing the liberties 
and properties of, his people ; whereas if we 
never think of taking any precautions against 
arbitrary power, till we have a prince upon the 
throne that is aiming at arbitrary power, it will 
then be* too late ; such a prince will never eon- 
sept to any measures or to any regulations that 
tend to the defeating of his own designs. Pos- 
terity may have occasion to lament our neglect 
of that opportunity which his present Ma- 
jesty's wisdom and goodness daily afford us. 
There is certainly at present nothing to be fear- 
ed from bribery and corruption : His Majesty 
reigns in the hearts and affeccionsof the people ; 
his designs are all for the public good, and 
therefore he has nb occasion for making use 

of any illegal and corrupt sort of influence; 
but to pretend, that our present happiness is a 
reason for our not thinking of, or taking proper 
precautions against the evils, that may come 
upon this nation in future times, is the same 
thing as to say, you are not to bring in any 

( Bills against bribery and corruption, till a ma- 
jority of both Houses of Parliament are cor- 
rupted ; If this should ever happen to be the 



unlucky fate of this nation, welnay easfrfy judge 
what would be the success of such BrUs, m such 

Houses of Parliament. 

The Duke of Newcastle spoke ne*t ; 
Mj Lords ; ' 

If this Bill had no other aim, but that of pre^ 
venting Bribery and Corruption, I should be 
for it with all my heart ; but we can easily see 
that the intention, of this Bill is to give the 
other House an opportunity of assuming 8 
power which they never yet pretended to, and 
their assuming thereof wo a Id be the entire 
overthrow of our present happy constitution. 
By this Bill, my lords, the House of Commons' 
may assume a power of judging what rewards* 
or gratuities are proper to be given hf the 
crown to any member of that House ; for 
though the Bill says only, that the members of 
that House are to declare wimt gratuities of * 
rewards they receive from the crown, within 14 
days next after the receipt thereof, yet, my lords, 
we are not to suppose that the affair* will rest 
there; we may easily fosesee that the conse- 
* quenceof every such declaration will be, that the 
House will thereupon enter iuu» the consider- 
ation of the declaration that has been made to 
them, and will take upon them to determine 
whether or no such gratuity was given by way 
of bribe ; so that thereby the crown will be 
entirely disabled from giving any reward to af 
gentleman that has merited well of his country, 
at least as long as he continues to be a member 
of parliament. This, my lords, would, in my 
opinion, put so much power into the hands of 
the Commons, that it would entirely overturn 
that balance upon which our constitution de- 
pends, and therefore I have been always against 
this Bill, and shall now be for rejecting it. 

The Pension Bill rejected by the Lords.'}. 
Then a motion being made, and the question 
being put, Whether this Bill shall be^read a se- 
cond time ? It was resolved in the negative. 

Content 25 ; Proxies 15 40. 

Not Content 78 ; Proxies 17 95. " 

Protest thereof.] 

" Dissentient* .\ 
u For the retisons entered in the Journals of 
this House the two last sessions of parliament, 
one the 2 1st of March 1729, and the other the 

2ud of March 1730. (Signed) Strafford, 

' Abingdon, Shaftsbury, Litchfield, May- 
nard, Gower, Craven, Bathurst, Foley, 
Exeter, Masham, Coventry." 

Feb. 22. The several Papers, Instruments, 
&c. relating to the Sale of the earl of Derwent- , 
water's Estate, which had been presented to 
the House, were referred to a Committee. 

Debate in the Commons on the Sugar Colony 
Bill."] Feb. 23. The Commons, proceeded to 
the farther hearing of counsel for and against 
the Sugar-Colony Bill, and the counsel on both 
sides having finished their argument, 

Mr. Winningtm stood up, end spoke as foU 
lows: 
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Sir i It find that some of the counsel at the 
bar have endeavoured to turn the affair now be- 
fore as into such a shape, as if the question to 
he determined" were, whether the northern co- 
lonies, Or the sugar-colonies ought most to be 
encouraged by this House.' This, &ir, is not all 
the question now before us ; the affair io hand 
is the dispute between the English and the 
French commerce : we are now to determine, 
whether we ought to encourage a French trade, 
which tends to the ruin of our own sugar-colo- 
nies, for I have not heard it so much as dis- 
puted by any man, but that they must he soon 
undone, if some redress be not given to them 
in time ; and the only redress now proposed, 
the only redress they want at present is that a 
Parliament of England will only do as much as 
they can, to discourage the French sugar trade. 
One would really imagine, that such a proposi- 
tion would not meet with any opposition in a 
British House of Commons. 

This, Sir, being the true state of the question, 
I do not wonder to see it twisted and turned 
into twenty shapes, rather than to let it appear 
its own genuine and natural colour ; but of all 
the lights this affair has been put into, the most 
invidious is, that of pretending that the sugar- 
colonies by this Bill are contriving a method of 
putting their sugars and rum upon us at any price 
they please todemand ; that by this Bill they want 
us to make a law for enabling them to sell their 
sugars and rum, at a much dearer price than 
what is necessary. If this, Sir, were truly the 
case, I should be against this Bill as much as 
auj man inghis House ; but to me it appears 
evident, that what they want, is only to have 
such a price for their sugars and rum as they 
can possibly make them at so as to live . there- 
by r this is a reasonable demand, and this we 
ought to grant if it be in our power. Now, Sir, 
I think it has been made appear, that the 
French are our greatest rivals in the sugar- 
trade ; and it has been likewise made appear, 
that the French have been enabled > to become 
our rivals in the sugar-trade, only by the. trade 
carried on between them and our Northern co- 
lonies; the great vent they thereby have for 
their rum and. molasses,, and the easy access 
they thereby have to lumber, horses, and ajl 
other necessaries for their sugar-plantations, 
which are naturally much more fruitful than 
ours, enable them to sell their sugars and rum 
at a much lower price than it is possible for 
our sugar-planters to sell at ; it is therefore ap- 
parent that our sugar-plantations must be un- 
done, or we must fall upon ways and means of 
preventing the French from selling their sugars 
so cheap as they do : those ways and means are 
easy ; they are every day in. our power ; put a 
stop to the trade that is carried on between our 
owta coloniesnporr the Continent and the French 
sugar-islands, and you must at once a great 
deal enhance the price of all French sugars ; 
the charges of making their sugars will then be 
a great deal more, and their rum and molasses 
wnl yield them nothing; they must Lay all 
charges upon the retains of their: sugars, and 
Vqu. VIII 



therefore it will not he possible to sell them so 
' cheap as they are sold at present. By this me- 
thod our own sugar-colonies will be greatly en- 
couraged, and the French may be totally un- 
done ; whereas if we leave matters in the pre- 
sent situation, the French sugar-colonies will 
be increasing eve>y day, and in a little time our 
own will be quite destroyed. 

But, Sir, it has been pretended, that if we 
put a stop to the trade now carried on between 
the French sugar-islands and our colonies upon * 
the continent, it will in a ^reat measure nun 
our colonies upon the Continent,' because it 
will entirely destroy their fishery, and also their 
trade with the Indians, both which are carried 
on principally by the means of the rum and 
molasses, which our * colonies purchase at so 
cheap a rate from the French sugar-islands : if 
there were any foundation for this, it would in- _ 
deed be a very great objection to the Bill now 
before us ; but as our colonies upon the conti- 
nent carried on their trade with the Indians, 
and also their fisheries, long before they had 
either rum or molasses from the French islands 
it is plain that neither of those trades can de- 
pend entirely upon their trade with the French 
sugar-islands ; but upon the contrary it is evi- 
dent, that the opening of this trade wkh those 
islands, has not only encouraged the French 
sugar plantations to the great detriment of our 
own, but has also in a great measure discouraged 
or rather entirely destroyed the sale of English 
spirits in that part of the world, which is a con- 
siderable loss to this country ; for it is well 
known, that before our colonies upon the Con- 
tinent of America fell into this destructive trade 
with the French sugar-islands, \hey made use 
of great quantities of English spirits, both in 
their fishing trade, and also in their trade with 
the Indians. And if we should put a stop to 
this trade with the French sugar-islands, there 
is no doubt hut our own colonies wpuld again 
fall into their former method, and would he 
able to carry on as extensive a trade with the 
Indians, and as great a trade in fishing, by the 
means of English spirits, as they ever did by the 
means of French rum. Besides, Sir, if some 
rum or molasses were absolutely necessary, do 
not we know .that they could have as much 
frdm our own sugar-islands as they had occa- 
sion for, and within a trifle at as low a price as 
thejean have the same sort of rum or molasses 
from the French sugar-islands ? for in propor- 
tion as the French sugar-plantations decrease, 
it is certain that our own will be daily increas- 
ing : though Barbadoes may perhaps be as 
much improved as the extent of ground will ad- 
mit of, yet we know that Jamaica, and several 
other of the islands belonging to us in that part 
of the world, will admit of very great improve- 
ment ; we know that if they were all improved 
to the full extent, they would produce as much 
or very near as much sugar, rum and molasses 
as could be consumed in Europe and in Ame; 
rica. Thus, Sir, in me it appears plain, thai 
the method proposed hy the Bill now before 
us, k the only proper method for discouraging 
3S 
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the French sugar-plantations, and erfcouragmg 
our own ; and that it is a method by which no 
^ -part of our own dominions can be any way 
injured ; therefore I must be for the Bill, 
.and for that reason. Sir, I move, That the 
Bill may be committed. 

This motion being seconded by Mr* Horatio 
Walpole, 

Mr. George Heathcote stood up and spoke 
as follows: 

Sir : I .should with all my heart be for the 
Bill now before -us, if I could find any thing in 
it that would encourage our own trade to the 
.detriment of that of the French ; but. really, 
Sir, I cannot find" any such thing in this Bill; 
upon the contrary, I clearly foresee, that by the 
. method thereby proposed, we are going to des- 
troy a very profitable branch of our own trade, 
and to do all that is in our power to encourage, 
or rather to set up a new trade for the French, 
wliich they of themselves, notwithstanding their 
utmost endeavours for that purpose have never 
been able to N accompljsb. We are amusing our- 
selves with a vain conceit, that it is impossible 
Sot the French to carry on or manage their 
jugar-plantations, without the assistance of the 
lumber, horses and other necessaries, which 
they have frora our colonies upon the continent ; 
.and that their rum and molasses would be of no 
use to them, if they could not dispose of them 
to the inhabitants of our northern colonies. If 
it^rere so, I am sure the French woulchpermit 
that trade to be carried on openly and freely ; 
they would not leave it under the discourage- 
inent of being carried on in a clandestine man- 
ier, by -giving great bribes to the Governors of 
their sugar islands : we have no reason to des- 
pise the French knowledge as to the methods 
of improving any trade they aim at ; and we 
Jknow that they have for several years been' 
doing every thing that was in their power to 
encourage their sugar plantations. Can we 
then imagine, that they would have left such 
checks and discouragements upon the trade 
between their sugar islands and our northern 
colonies, if they bad thought that their sugar 
works or plantations could not subsist without 
it ? No, they know that that trade is a great 
hindrance to the improvement of their own co- 
lonies upon the continent, and therefore they 
have enaeavoured to put a stop to it by degrees, 
hut have never as yet been able to effectuate 
what they proposed ; and now we are by a 
public law to contribute as much as we can to 
fender their endeavours effectual. I must there- 
fore look upon what is proposed by this Bill, as 
a method not at all certain for improving our 
Own sugar plantations to the discouragement of 
the French, but as an infallible method for im- 
.proving the French colonies upon the continent 
to the very great discouragement of our own ; I 
therefore think, I have very good reason to be 
against the Bill as it now stands, and conse- 
quently I must be against committing it. 

Mr. Perry spoke next * 

Stn The aff sir now before us if of a* inch 



consequence to the navigation, the trade, and 
the happiness of this nation, that it ought to be 
weighed with the utmost nicety and exactness: 
there may be a great deal said upon both sides 
of the question. For my own part, I have not 
had opportunities of acquiring so extensive, and 
so general a> knowledge of trade as the worthy 
gendeman upon the floor, who spoke first in 
the present debate ; but as I hare been dealing 
in trade ever since my infancy, I have a good 
many facts to lay before you, and several 
things to say upon the subject in band, which, 
in my opinion, ought to make us extremely 
cautious of laying any restrictions upon the 
trade of any part of our dominions. But it is 
now, I think, too late to enter into a debate of 
so serious, and so extensive a nature; and 
therefore I am, for adjourning the debate till to- 
morrow, or any other day this House shall please 
x to fix on. 

Mr. Barnard rose up and said : 

Sir : If the House be resolved to proceed, I 
will speak to the affair in hand ; but if other- 
ways, I will not now offer to detain them with 
any thing that I have to say upon the subject, 
[Here he made a pause, and the House seeming 
inclined to proceed, he went on at follows. j In 
the question now before us, Sir, it is certain 
that some relief ought to be immediately 
thought of for our Sugar colonies. Our Sugar* 
trade is without doubt at present in a most hi* 
mfentable condition, and must necessarily in t 
few years be quite undone, at least in so far at 
regards our exportation to foreign markets: 
but, Sir, 1 am very far from thinking thai the 
method, proposed by the bill now before us, is 
the proper method tor giving relief to oor Su- 
gar colonies ; I do not think it will afford then 
any relief ; it may cramp and injure our north- 
ern colonies in some branches of trade now 
carried on by them, but it never can be of 
any advantage to our own sugar colonies, as 
long as they make more sugar than is requisite 
for answering the consumption within our own 
dominions, 1 should be glad that we could fail 
upon any ways of making the French sunn 
dearer than they are at present, but I am afraid 
all attempts of that nature will prove to be chi- 
merical; and I am sure there is no method pro- 
posed by the Bill now before us, that can in the 
least answer that purpose : as to lumber,' horses, 
and 'other necessaries for sugar plantations, 
which are now brought from our colonies upon 
the continent to the French sugar islands, there 
is no provision in this Bill against their being 
furnished with such things from thence for the 
future; and it would be very wrong to make 
any such provision ; for it is very certain, that 
if they could not have such things from enr co- 
lonies, they would soon fall into the way of hav- 
ing all such necessaries from their own co* 
loay at Canada, sit cannot be pretended bat 
that the French colony at Canada, with a very 
little encouragement, would soon be able to 
famish the French sugar islands with lumber, 
horses, audaU mk veewwrn though On 
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know that rum is .made of molasses ; -they know 



navigation of that river be difficult and uncer- 
tain in the winter time, yet they might easily 
fall upon a way of bringing all such stores 
down that river in the proper season, and lodg- 
ing them at their own settlement at Cape Bri- 
top, from whence they could easily be trans- 
ported to their sugar islands at all seasons of 
• the year; this, Sir, would, I am persuaded, be 
the consequence of our prohibiting the exporta- 
tion of such things from our colonies to the 
trench sugar islands ; and thus, instead of dis- 
couraging their sugar plantations^ or enhancing 
the price or first cost of their sugars, we should 
by a British act of Parliament do more towards 
the encouraging their settlements at Canada 
and Cape Briton, than they themselves with all 
tfeeir edicts and arbitrary power, have been 
*ble to do since the first establishment of those 
settlements. In a little time we might expect 
to see thoscnorthern seas swarming with French 
Chips and sloops, and a great part of the trade of 
our own northern colonies being thereby des- 
troyed, our own seamen must either starve at 
Jbome, or run into the service of the French for 
the sake of daily bread. 

But, Sir, granting that it were impossible for 
the French sugar islands to have what horses, 
lumber, and such things they want, from their 
own colonies upon the continent, or from any 
other part of America besides our settlements 
there, yet we all know that they could have 
pieniy of alll those necessaries from France iv- 
selP; and it is well known, that sugars are such 
bulky .commodities, that they require a great 
many ships to bring them to Europe, which 
ships return again to the West-Indies for the 
most part in ballast, so that the freight out- 
wards is generally at a very low rate; by 
which means they might have all such things 
.from Europe, for a very little more than 
prime cost : And suppose that the price of 
such things stood them a little more than what 
is paid for them in our sugar islands, yet we 
know that such a small sum of money is laid 
out in furnishing a sugar plantation with all 
such necessaries, thai: it bears but a very smajl 
proportion to the other charges that are neces- 
sary in furnishing and managing such a plan- 
tation; the difference in this respect between 
the charges of a plantation in their islands or 
in ours, would be so small that it could not be 
taken notice of, nor would it in any way en- 
hance the price of their sugars in any market in 
.Europe, * 

As to rum, I think it is not pretended that 
the Erench deal much either in the making or 
vending of that commodity, but it is said, That 
our northern colonies purchase all their molasses 
from them,, and thereby contribute towards 
the enabling of them to sell their sugars at the 
low price they do at present ; and it is farther 
•aid, That if our people upon the* continent of 
America did not purchase their molasses of 
them, they could make nothing of them in any 
other way : This is really supposing the French 
to be a more stupid sort of people than any of 
the native Indians upon the continent. They 



that rum is valuable in almost every part of the 
world ; they understand the art of distilling 
rum from molasses : or if they do not, it is 
certain there is no such mighty secret in the 
art, but they may easily learn it. Can it then 
be donated, but that if they could aqt sell tfieic 
molasses to , our colonies upon the continent, 
they would set , up stiHS of their own, and 
make rum out of their own molasses? And 
could not they sell that rum both in America, 
Africa, and Europe, as well as we do ? To 
this it is answered, That their government 
would not allow them to make or sell ram ; 
because it would prejudice the sale of brandy* 
which is the natural product of France itself : 
But this we have not the least reason to sup* 
pose ; for if the very being, or even the well- 
being of the French sugar colonies depended 
upon their making and selling rum, we cannot 
suppose, that the French government would 
ruin them, in order to keep up the price of their 
brandies ; unless we were to suppose, that tha 
king of France, and all his advisers, were 
masters of Vineyards and of nothing else : Wt 
may as well suppose, that the king of Franc* 
would make an edict, for obliging their sugar* 
planters to throw ajl their molasses into the 
sea ; because if they are made into rum in any 
place, either in Europe or America, it may 
prevent or prejudice the sale of Frenchjbran* 
dies. We must therefore presume, that if the 
French sugar planters could not dispose of their 
molasses in the way they now do, they Would 
not only be permitted, but, would actually set 
up stills of their own, and would make their 
molasses into rum, and send it to Europe * 
also to their own colonies of Mississippi, Canada, 
and Cape-Briton, in order to supply all the* 
Indian nations therewith at a cheap rate ; and 
they would likewise be able to smuggle a great 
deal of it into our northern colonies, and even 
into Great Britain and Ireland, notwithstand- 
ing any laws we could make, or any precau* 
tions we could use to the contrary. We may 
perhaps, by putting arbitrary powers into thi 
hands of our commissioners of the customs and 
excise, make it difficult to bring French rum 
ashore in any of our dominions : but it would 
be absolutely impossible to prevent the sale of 
it to pur fUhing vessels in the North parts of 
America. Thus instead of buying their molasses 
at the cheap rate we now do, and having 
the advantage of manufacturing them into rum 
ourselves, we should give them the advantage 
of the manufacture, and should buy their rum 
at a dear rate ; and instead 0/ giving them lum- 
ber and . other such goods . for then* molasses, 
we should be obliged to give them ready 
money for their rum.. As the sale of our 
lumber, horses, and such things, even now 
depends entirely upon the courtesy of the go* 
vernors of their sugar islands, we may depend 
upon it, that if our people could take nothing- 
but ready money from them in exchange for 
such goods, no such sale would ever be allowed 
oli such strict injunguons would be sent oyer 
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that their governors durst never venture to per- 
mit, or even so much as to wink at, any Bri- 
tish ships ever Coming into any of their ports,- 
and those goods are too bulky to be smuggled ' 
into any part of the world. 

Since then, Sir, we cannot propose to make 
the cost of rue French sugars higher than it is at 
present, let us consider and examine if we 
cannot make the cost* of our own sugars less, 
in order thereby to enable our sugar colonies tQ 
•ell their sugars at a lower price, than they 
call possibly do at present; This, Sir, is the 
proper and only consideration for this House 
to enter into. We ought never to make laws, 
for encouraging or enabling our subjects to sell 
the produce or manufacture of their country at 
a high price, but we ought to contrive all ways 
and means for enabling them to sell cheap ; for 
In all matters relating to trade, we ought chiefly 
to consider tne foreign exportation : and it is 
certain, that at all foreign markets those who 
tell cheapest will carry off the sale, and turn 
all others oat of the trade : We may indeed 
confine our own subjects to the buying of what 
sugars they have use for, from our own sugar 
colonies, at any price ttiey please to put upon 
what they have to sell, but we have no power 
over foreigners ; so that unless our sugar plan* 
ters do sell their sugars as cheap as any other 
sugar planters can do, we shall soon lose our 
whole foreign trade as to sugars : And even 
as to our home trade, our sugar planters must 
all join together, and consider nicely die home 
consumption, if ttiey have a mind to keep their 
sugars at a much higher price, than what they 
are sold/ for in other parts of Europe; for if 
they in any one year make more sugars than 
we can consume at home, it will of course ruo 
down the price of all their sugars for that year, 
even at home amongst ourselves. Supposing 
that we consume 80,000 hogsheads of sugar 
every year, if they should in any one year send 
borne 100,000 hogsheads, the additional 20,000, 
which we have no occasion for, cannot be sent 
abroad, they must be sold amongst ourselves ; 
and the sale of that 20,000 would run down 
the price of the whole 100,000. So that let us 
put this affair in what shape we will, the me- 
v thods proposed by this Bill can utiyer be any 
real relief to our sugar colonies. 

There are many ways, Sir, for enabling our 
dealers in sugar to sell their sugars at a less 
price, thafa they can do at present ; one me- 
thod the French have long ago chalked out to 
us, and that only I shall mention at present. 
The French foresaw the great advantage of en- 
couraging their sugar colonies ; they knew the 
hardships that ours laboured under, from their 
being obliged to send all their sugars to be un- 
loaded in England, before they could be ex- 
ported to any other part of Europe : They 
knew how greatly this enhanced the price of 
our sugars, at all the markets in Europe ; and. 
in order .to give their sugar colonies an advan- 
tage over ours, they gave them a liberty of 
sending their sugars directly to foreign markets, 
without unloading, or so much as touching at 



any port in France; This is ori advantage over 
our sugar colonies, which the French sugar co- 
lonies have ( enjoyed4br several years. Let os 
then follow the example of • our neighbours the 
French ; let us at least put our sugar colonies 
upon an equal footing with their rivals. This 
will be one great encouragement to them, and 
it is to be hoped, that in the course of this bill, 
a great many others may be thought of, which 
will be real advantages to them, witliout doing 
any injury to any of our other colonies in that 
part of the world. 

Colonel Bladen spoke next : 

Sir ; As the only dispute cow. is, whether 
this Bill ought to be committed, I think the 
gentleman who spoke last, has given a very 
good reason for the committing thereof ; ha 
said, That some relief ought certainly to be 
given to our sugar colonies, if any such can 
possibly be contrived or thought on. I believe 
every member of this House is of the same opi- 
nion, and therefore every one must think, that 
the Bill ought to be committed. We shall 
thereby have time to consider and examine all 
the circumstances of so weighty an affair ; we 
shall have time to consult and advise with all 
those of our acquaintance, who understand any 
thing of trade and commerce, by which means 
we may have an opportunity of contriving the 
most proper methods for encouraging and pro- 
moting our sugar trade, without injuring any 
other branch of our trade ; and when we are 
in a committee upon the Bill, every member 
will then have an opportunity of offering such 
clauses and amendments as he may then think 
proper: In my opinion, it cannot so much as 
admit of a debate, whether the Bill is to be 
committed or not* The least delay in this af- 
fair may be the occasion of the less of the Bill, 
nd therefore I am for committing it immedi- 
ately. 

Mr. Oglethorpe spoke next : 

Sir ; There never was perhaps before this 
House an affair of greater moment, than tee 
affair which is now before us. The whole 
British trade, all our colonies and settlements 
in America, may be ruined and undone, or 
very much encouraged and strengthened by the 
Resolutions we come to upon the present oc- 
casion. Every man who knows any thing of 
the trade and commerce of this nation, knows 
how much the whole depends tfpon our colonies 
in the West Indies. Every man may see by 
the accounts that, have been laid before us, 
what vast quantities of goods are every year 
brought from thence, by the re-exportation of 
which we balauce our trade with almost every 
nation in Europe; and I believe I may say, 
that it is owing to this only, that the general 
balance of trade has always continued so much 
in our favour. 

Let us but consider the vast quantities of 
goods, the vast quantities of British manufac- 
ture and produce, sent from hence every year 
to our several settlements in the West Indies; 
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let 08 but consider what numbers of British 
ships and British seamen are employed in the 
West India trade, and we shall tee how much 
that trade and those settlements ought to be* 
the care and the concern t>f a British parlia- 
ment. 

Our sugar colonies are of great consequence 
to lis, and I join in opinion with these, who 
think that .we ought not to leave them under 
any hardships, or under any distress. Let it 
never be said of a British House of Commons, 
that the distress of any «f their fellow-subjects 
was pointed out to them, and they neglected 
or delayed to do what was in their power for 
their relief: but our other colonies in that part 
of the world, ought also to be considered ; from • 
them we have likewise yearly very large quan- 
tities of goods, such as tobacco, rice, naval 
stores, and the like, which contribute not a 
little towards preserving the general balance of 
trade in our favour. We ought not to encou- 
rage orraise one colony upon the destruction 
or detriment of another ; much less ought we 
to grant a favour to any subject, or to any par- 
ticular set of people, which may prove to be 
against the public good of the nation in ge- 
neral. 

I am convinced, that some relief, or some 
new encouragement ought to be given to our 
sugar colonies, and I shall readily join in any 
measure for that end, which is not inconsis- 
tent with the public good ; but this, Sir, is no 
reason for committing the Bill now before us ; 
for if there is not one clause or one article in it 
proper for the purpose for which it was de- 
signed, we cannot properly go into a com* 
mittee upon it ; we may in a committee upon 
a Bill add clauses; . we may make amend* 
tnents, but we are not to make a new Bill. 
In such a case the proper method would be, 
to have the present Bill withdrawn, and to 
have a new Bill brought in ; and this will be 
a much surer and a speedier method of pro; 
curing relief for our sugar colonies, than by 
sending up a Bill to the other House, so irre- 
gular or so improper, that they may find them- 
selves under a necessity of throwing it out, 
or which is much the same, of letting it drop 
in their House, whereby our sugar colonies 
will be obliged to continue for one year more, 
at least, under the hardships and incumbrances, 
which now lie so heavy upon them. This affair 
being therefore of the utmost consequence, I 
roust be "of opinion, that it is now too late, 
and the House too thin; for entering upon the 
present debate: besides, gentlemen, we ought 
to have a regard to the chair, and not sub- 
ject him to so great and so long a fatigue ; 
I must therefore join in the motion that the 
debate may be adjourned till some other day. 

Mr. Gik$ Erie stood up, and said : 

Sir ; As thefgreat advantage reaped by the 
nation, by any branch of its trade or manu- 
facture, depends upon the exportation ; there- 
fore when any matter of trade comes to be 
considered in this House, we ought to regard 
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only tbdse methods or means, which may tend 
towards the encouraging and promoting the 
exportation of any manufacture: Now as to 
the case before us, if our colonies do not sell 
their sugars cheaper, or at least as ehleap .as 
the French, Dutch, or any other nation can 
possibly do, it is certain, that no part of that 
manufacture can bossibly be exported to any 
foreign market. I shall therefore be for any 
method that can reasonably be proposed, for 
enabling them to sell cheaper than they do at 
present, but I shall never be for impowering 
them to exact higher prices from any of their 
fellow-subjects, being convinced, that no laws 
we can make, can oblige foreigners to pay a 
higher price for our sugars, than that for which 
they may every day purchase foreign sugars of 
equal goodness. , 
Then Mr. Barnard and same other members 
declaring. That they would rather be for hay- 
ing the Bill committed, than that it should be 
thrown out ; because they thought it was ne*» 
cessary to do something, this session of parlia- 
ment, towards the relief of our sugar colonies ; 
the question was thereupon put for committing 
the Bill, which was agreed to. 

Resolution or the Committee appointed 
to inspect and settle the Fees to br 
taken by the officers and servants pf 
the House of Commons.] Feb. 22. Mr. 
Wyndham reported from the Committee, who 
were appointed to inspect, and settle, the 
Fees, to be taken by all the Officers and Ser- 
vants of the House, and to examine what Sa- 
laries or Allowances, they have from the go- 
vernment, the matter, as it appeared to them, 
with the Resolution of the Committee there- 
upon, which they had directed him to report 
to the House : and he read th£"Report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
clerk's table ; where the same was read ; and 
the Resolution of the Committee is, as fol- 
loweth; viz. 

Resolved, " That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, That all Feei, to be demanded 
or taken by any officer or servant of the 
House, be fixed according to the Rate of the 
List of Fees, entered in the Journals in the 
year 1700 ; and that Tables of thej same, 
being first perused by Mr. Speaker, be 
printed, and hung up in the Speaker's cham- 
bers, in the lobby, and in the clerk's office ; 
and that the clerk take care to renew such 
printed Tables from time to time, as occasion 
shall require, and td preserve them always fair 
and legible/' To which Resolution the House 
agreed. 

Resolved, nem. con. " That, if any Office* 
or Servant of this House shall presume to de- 
mand, or take, any greater Fee, than whajt 
shall be contained in the said printed Tables, 
this House will proceed against such officer or 
servant with the utmost severity." 

Ordered, That the said Resolutions be Stand- 
ing Orders of the House. 

The Table of Fees; axed according to the 



Digitized by 



1008} 



PAUL. MSTQRY, $ #bor«i II. 1752.— Feet of the OJfleert* 



rate of the list of Fees, entered in the Journals 
in the year 1700, is, as followeth ; vis, 

A TAB^E OF FEES, to be deicavpbd aki> 

TAKSH BY TBS OFFICERS AND S EE V A UTS 

it the House of Commovs. 

To Mr. Speaker. £. $. d. 

For every private Bill - - • 6 ' 0 
For every private enacting clause the 
same Fee, as for a Bill : 
And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
; poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 
Fee. 

2b Mr. Speaker's Secretary. 

Tor every private Bill - - - 0 X0 0 
For every private enacting Clause 
the same Fee, as for a BUI: 

And, if the Bill concerns a 
; County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
r . called double Bills, a double 
Fee. 

For every Warrant, signed by Mr. 
Speaker, for a new Writ, Commit- 
ment, Discharge, or Witness to 
attend - - - - - 0 10 

To the Clerk, and the Officers under him. 
To the Clerk. 

. For every private Bill t 
For the several Readings - - 3 13 4 
For breviating Amendments, in- 
terlocutory Orders, and other 
proceedings- - - - 1 5 0 
For the Order of Commitment - 0 6 8 
For every private enacting Clause the 
same Fee, as for a Bill : 
And, if (he Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called "double Bills, double 
Fees. 

For every Order, upon Motion, or 
Petition, or Committee appointed 
in private matters, or Copies of 
them, or of Committees in public 
matters, taken out by any person 0 
for every Order for the Commitment 

or Discharge, of any person - - 0 
For Copies Of all Petitions, Reports, 
t or other matters, out ot the Jour- 
. nals, if under ten sheets - -0 6 
If above ten sheets, per sheet - .0 1 
Tor every search in the Journals - 0 6 
jFor Copies of Bilis>per sheet - -01 
But if for Members - - - -00 
For ingrossing Bills, per press - - 0 18 
For every hearing at the bar, from 
each aide 2 - - - * 13 4 
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For attending Committees of the 
• whole House, or grand Commit- 
tees, in private concerns 

And for preparing the Report, and 
transcribing - - - ' - 

For reading at the table, and entering 
in the Journal, a Report in private 
matters, if long - - - - 0 
If short - - - - - o 

For swearing every Member without 
and withindoors (upon the Clerk 
of the Crown's Return, upon* any 
vacancy) after the sessions begun, 
and tiling the Certificate, and en< 
tering it in the Return Book 

For the Test, by act of parliament, 
at the table - 

For swearing every person at the 
table, in order to* be naturalized - O 13 4 

To the Clerk Assistant. 

For every private Bill - - - 1 0 d 
For every private enacting clause the 

same Fee, as for a Bill : ' - 

And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
tailed double Bills, a double 
. Fee. 

For every hearing at the bar, from 
each side - - - - -066 

For attending Committees of the 
whole House, or grand Commit- 
tees, in private concerns - «- Q 6 8 

For every Order of such Committees 0 5 0 

For reading every Petition in private 
matters - - - - - 0 2 0 



To the Clerk of the Committee of Elections. 

For attending the hearing the merits 

of the cause - - - - 0 13 4 

Fond rawing the Report - ~ - - 0 6 8 
For a fair copy of the Report, for the 

chairman - - - - 0 3 *4 
For each Exhibit - - --O20 

For the Examination of a Witness - 0-2 6 

For each Order of the Committee - 0 5 0 

2b the Four Clerks without doors, attending 
upon Committees. 

For attending to adjourn a Com- 
mittee upon a private Bill, or Pe- 
tition - - - - - -OS4 

For attending a Sitting of the Com- 
mittee upon such Bill, or Petition - 0 6 8 
For drawing, and transcribing, the 

Report for, such Committee -068 
And where the Bill, or Petition, 
concerns a County, Corpora- 
tion, or Body of People, or 
in such like cases (in whith ' 
double Fees are paid to the 
officers of the House) double . 
Tees: 
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For a Summons, for a Witness to at* 

tend a Committee -\ - - 0- 2 6 

For examining a Witness, or taking 
the consent of a party to the pass- 
ing of a Bill - - - - 0 3 6 

For every Deed, or other Exhibit, 
made use of before the Committee 0 9 0 

To the chief Clerk without doors (being one of 
the four Clerks without doors ) who receives 

# the Fees and pays them to the Officers of the 
House ; for so doing. 

For every private Bill - - - 0 10 0 
For every private enacting Clause 
the same Fee, as for a Bill : 

And if a Bill concerns a County 
or Counties, or Corporation 
- or Corporations, or in the 
case of such like Bills, called 
double Bills, a double Fee. 

To the Serjeant, and the Officers under him. 



To the Serjeant. 
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For every private enacting clause the , 
same Fee, as for a Bill : / 
And, if the 'Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the -case of such like Bills, . 
eaUed double Bills, a double 
Fee: . > 

For attending a hearing at the bar in 

private matters - - - - 0 7 6 
For delivering Papers at the door • 0 5 0 
Upon the discharge of every prisoner, 

to each - - - - -Old 
From every Member sworn (upon the , 9 - , 
Clerk of tbe Crown's Return, upon i 
any vacancy) after the sessions 
begun - - ■ . - • . * 0 $ 0 

To the Four Messengers. y ' 

For serving any Summons of the 

House in private matters - - - 0 6 Z- 
For serving .the Orders of Commit- 
tees in private matters ~ - -0^6 
For attending a Prisoner, per diem - 0 6.-8 
For keeping tbe door at a private 
Committee- - - --036 
Perused by me, 

Ae. Okslow, Speaker* 

Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny BilL] 
Feb. 94. A Message was brought from tbe 
Commous, with a Bill intituled, " An Act for 
finishing Mutiny and Desertion, and for the 
jetter payment of the Army and their quarters ;* 
to which they desire tbe concurrence of this, 
House : Accordingly the said Bill was read the. 
first time. Then the duke of Newcastle moved, 
That the same be read a second time on Tues- 
day next, which occasioned a debate; in which 

/ The Earl of Abingdon spoke as follows ; 

My Lords, 

Considering that his Majesty has in his 
Speech at the beginning of this session of Par- 
liament assured us, that the public tranquillity 
is fully established, I cannot think there is now 
any use for a Standing Army ; and therefore, 
my Lords, I cannot but be against this Bill ; 
for I am sure, if we have no use for a Standing 
Army, we have no use for a Bill .against Mutiny 
and Desertion. I being therefore against thtf 
very Bill itself, must be against giving it a se- 
cond reading. I have, my Lords, been an eye- 
witness of one Revolution, I hope I shall never, 
see another ; and therefore 1 shall always be 
against any measure, which, in my opinion, has 
the least tendency towards bringing about a 
second. Out of the respect IJiave for tbeil- 
rastrious family now upon the throne, I must 
always be against such measures as I did observe 
to be the forerunners, and the chief causes of 
the last Revolution ; and, my Lords, it kweM 
known, that the chief cause of the last^ was, 
tbe keeping up of a Standing Array in time of 
peace : such a step has always, and will for 
ever alienate the hearts of the people from the 



For every private Bill - - - 1 
For every private enacting Clause 
%he same Fee, as for a Bill ; ' 
And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, of 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 
Fee : 

For taking a Knight into custody -50 0 
For taking a Gentleman into custody 3 6 8 
For every day in custody - -10 0 
From every Knight of the Shire, 
when sworn into the House (upon 
tbe Clerk of the Crown's Return, 
upon any vacancy) after the ses- 
sions begun - - - - 0 10 
Trom every Burgess, upon such va- 
cancy * - -05 
From every person sworn at the 

table, in order to be naturalized - 0 l£ 6 
For every Counsel pleading at the 

bar, or before any Committee - 0 10 
For bringing a Criminal to the bar - 0 6 
For riding charges, for every mile -0 0 



Tb the Housekeeper. 



* 0 



For every private Bill - - - 0 
Jfor every private enacting clause tbe 
tame Fee, as for a Bill v 
And if 'tbe Bill concerns a 
County, or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 
Fee: 

For every private Committee - -05 
Foe every hearing at the Bar - - 0 10 
For every Prisoner, discharged by 
the House - - - - 0 $ 

To the Two Door-keepers. 
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ng Army in time of peace, tbe King first loses 
the hearts of the people, and after he has pnce 
lost the hearts of the people, he is then in great 
danger of losing the hearts even of that Army 
in which he puts his trast. It was, my Lords, 
a wise and a glorious saying of oar great queen 
Elizabeth, when the Spanish ambassador asked 
her, where her guards were ; that great princess 
pointed to the people in the streets, ' These, 
« says she, are my guards, my people are all my 
« friend*,' Sho, my lords, put her whole trust 
and her confidence in her people ; she always 
continued to do so, and therefore the people 
always* continued her friends, and supported 
her against as powerful enemies, both abroad 
and at home, as everany king or queen of Eng- 
land had before or since her timet The dismal 
effects of the contrary maxims, I was an eye- 
witness to, and therefore I am, and always shall 
be, against keeping up of a Standing Army in 
time of peace. 

Lord Be la War said. That whatever rea- 
sons might be offered against the Bill, might be 
properly offered upon the second reading ; till 
then it could not be supposed, that their lord- 
ships had fully considered the contents thereof, 
and therefore he was (or ordering it to be read 
a second time. 

The Earl of Ayksford spoke next : 
My Lords : I cannot but be against even, 
giving this Bill a second reading, because at 
first view it appears to be for supporting a nu- 
merous Standing Army in time of peace ; this 
I need not any time to consider of; this ap- 
pears evidently to be the purport and intention 
of the Bill now read to us ; and this, my Lords, 
is against tbe very words of the Petition of 
Right, and alters the very nature of our Con- 
stitution. All 'the .confusions and disorders 
that have been brought upon this kingdom for 
many years, have all been brought .upon it by 
the means of Standing Armies: It was, my 
Lords, a Standing Army that took off king 
Charles tbe first's head, and turned that very 
Parliament out of doors, which had established 
them, and the very same Army that had mur- 
dered the father, restored tbe son : It was by 
king James the 2nd*s keeping up a Standing 
Army, that the affections of the people were 
alienated from him ; and by that very Army in 
whom he had put his only trust, he was turned 
out, for by their joining the other side, the 
scales were turned against him, and he found 
himself at last obliged to succumb under the 
just resentments of an injured people. In this 
country, in every country, my Lords, where 
numerous Standing Armies have been kept up, 
we may find that innumerable evils and strange 
confusions have been brought on by -the means 
of such Armies ; and therefore I shall' always 
be against giving the least countenance to any 
BiJ|, that seems to tend towards keeping up a 
Standing Army in the time of peace in this 
country* 

The Earl of tlay replied ; 

My Lords; I am persuaded that there is not 



one of your lordships, trot thinks, that it is ne- 
cessary to keep up some troops; we must at 
least keep up a few regular troops for our 
guards and garrisons,; granting then that tbe 
number necessary to be kept, did not exceed 
500 men, yet if even tnat number bo necessary, 
the Bill now brought in 4s necessary ; for with- 
out such a Bill as is now brought in, it would be 
impossible, to keep even that number, or any 
number of troops in proper order or discipline ; 
I cannot therefore think, that any of your loi4- 
ships will be against this Bill entire!/. Tbe 
number of troops proposed to be kept up by 
this Bill, may perhaps by some be thought too 
large ; but that matter cannot properly come 
in to be debated, till we go into- a Committee 
upon the Bill, and . then, my Lords, the number 
may be reduced, as this House shall think pro- 
per.— It is true, my Lords, that the keeping up 
of a Standing Army in time of peace, without 
consent of Parliament, is against tbe express 
words of the Petition of Right : But, my Lords 
the very design of this Bill, is to procure that 
consent, without which no Standing Army can 
be legally kept up in this kingdom. This Bill 
therefore cannot be contrary to the Petition of 
Right, since it is brought in, in compliance 
therewith : Nor can the passing of this Bill 
make-any alteration in our constitution : For 
the laws of the kingdom are certainly a part of 
our Constitution, and if this Bill were once 
passed into a law, it will be as much a part of 
our Constitution, as any other law that ever 
was made ; this indeed will be a new law, but 
that can be no argument against its becoming 
apart of our Constitution ; for all our laws have 
some time or another been new laws; even 
Magna Charfca itself was once a new law ; yet 
all of them as soon as they were enacted, be- 
came a part of our Constitution, and still con- 
tinue so, or did continue so, till they were in 
part or in whole altered or repealed. 

The Earl of Strafford spoke next : 

My Lords; It is certainly very necessary for 
us upon occasion of this Bill, to take tbe army 
under our consideration, and to determine what 
number of troops ought to be kept up ; he- 
cause, my lords, this is the only opportunity we 
can have of reducing the number allowed of, 
in case we happen to think it too great ; and in 
case this Bill goes the length of a Committee, I 
shall then take the liberty to declare nay senti- 
ments upon that bead. But, my lords, I bow 
rise up to declare, that I am entirely against 
this Bill or any Mutiny- Bill ; because I always 
looked upon it, as setting up a constitution 
within a constitution, or rather indeed, it 
is, tbe turning of our civil government into 
a military government. This, it is true, my 
lords, we may do by a law, and that Jaw 
when passed will be- a part of our constitu- 
tion, yet I hope it will not be said, that such 
an extraordinary law would make no alteration 
in our constitution. I cannot be of opinion, 
that the keeping up of any regular troops in 
this kingdom is absolutely* neatssaty; But 
9 > 
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granting that it were, I am certain, that in 
5rder to keep such troops under proper dis- 
cipline, it is not absolutely necessary to have a 
law against mutiny and desertion. I had, my 

lords, the honour to command a regiment of 

dragoons in the reign of king William, which 

was given ^o me at the time of the siege of 

NamUr; and I very well remember, that there 

was not at that time in England any such law, 

as what is now by this Bill to be enacted : We 

had then no such thing as mutiny-bills yearly 

brought in, nor any such Bill passed into a law, 

and yet in those days, we found means to keep 

our regiments in good order enough, and I be- 
lieve there was as exact discipline observed in 

the regiments then quartered in England, as has 

Ijeen observed at any time since. If any of the 

soldiers committed any crime, they were sure 

to, be punched, hut then they were punished 

according to the ancient laws of the kingdom : 

The officers took care to deliver them up to the 

civil power, and to see them convicted and 

punished as severely as the laws of their coun- 
try would admit of, which we always found was 

sufficient for keeping the men in good order, 

and for making them observe the most exact 

discipline.— If I were to enter into a particular 

examination of this Bill, I could make strong 

objections against several clauses thereof; I 

shall only mention that of desertion! how un- 
necessary, how cruel is it now in time of peace, 

to punish that crime with death In the time 

of war, such a severe punishment was neces- 
sary, it was then just to punish it with death, 

because the deserters were generally at. the 

same time guilty of the most heinous treachery; 

they generally ran in to the enemy, and turned 

those arms against their country, which their 

Country had put into their hands tor its defence. 

But now in time of peace, desertioo has no- 
thing in it of such a heinous nature; if a poor 

fettow deserts, he runs but from one of our own 

regiments to another; and the cruel treatment 

he meets with from some of the officers, may 

often afford him an excuse, if his case be exa- 
mined by men of humanity and candour. How . 
many poor country-fellows, either out of a 

frolic^ or because they have been disobliged or 
slighted by their mistress, go and list themselves 
for soldiers?' When such a fellow begins to 
cool, he perhaps repents of what he has done, 
and deserts without any other view or design 
but that of returning home, and following some 
industrious and laborious way of living in his 
own country. Is it not hard, that such a poor 
fellow should be shot for such a trifling crime? 
The law perhaps. may not be executed with 
rigour; that, my lords, may be an excuse for 
the judge, hut none for the lawgiver; con- 
sidering that the officers are the sufferers by 
desertion, and also the judges in all trials of 
that crime, I think, my lords, that their not 
•xecutiqg the law with rigour, is a convincing 
argument, that the pains are too severe ; but, 
my lords, as I am against the Bill itself, as well 
is every clause thereof. ! am therefore against 
V«. VHfc 



giving it a second reading, or entering into the 
consideration of the several clauses of it. 

iTben the question being put, That the Bill 
be read a second time, it was carried ill the 
affirmative. 

Protest against the Mutiny Bi#.] " t)is" 
sentient'— Because we conceive, that ho couo~ 
tenance ought to be given to any act that may 
possibly lessen the affections of the people to 
the King, they being his surest guard ; aud we 
apprehend, that the keeping up, in time of 
peace, a greater number of forces than can be 
weli governed by the established laws, is incon- 
sistent with the notion of the government of a 

free people. ( $igned,) Abingdon, Strafford* 

Bristol, Litchfield, Exeter/ 

Protest against allpwing above 12,000 JUJpi 
for the Army.] March 7. The order of the day 
being read for the House to be put into a Com* 
mittee of the whole House upon the Mutiny- 
Bill, and a motion being, made, *' That it be an 
Instruction to the Committee, that the number 
of men specified in the said Bill do not exceed 
12,000." After lopg debate, the question was' 
put, whether such ah Instruction $hall be given 
to the said Committee ? it was resolved in the, 
negative, Content 37, Not-Content 88. 

"Dissentient Abingdon. 
1. " Because so great a number of troops 
as is established by this Bill was never a I* 
lowed by parliament in time of settled peace, 
and no reason was given in opposition to the 
instruction but what, we conceive, must equally 
hold good in future times , for when can we hope 
to see a session of parliament opened with more 
satisfactory declarations and stronger as- 
surances of happiness and security, than those 
contained in his Majesty's most gracious speech 
from the throne on the first day of this session :. 
His Majesty is therein pleased to declare, that 
his expectations are fully answered ; that the 
general tranquillity of Europe is restored and 
established ; that the tedious work is perfected 
and finished; that the wounds which have 
been long bleeding are entirely healed ; that 
the national expence will be considerably les- 
sened, and that the nation shall reap the fruits 
of his endeavours. In such a situation of af- 
fairs, we conceive, that we could not act con- 
sistently with his Majesty's gracious disposition 
to his people, agreeably to the honour of this 
House, nor with that regard we must always 
have for the liberties of our fellow subjects, 
without endeavouring to reduce the number of 
troops specified in the Bill. 

9. " Because the settled state of affairs at 
home, and the great duty and affection bis Ma- 
jesty's subjects have shewn to him on all oc- 
casions, should, in our opinion, be a full an- 
swer to all arguments that can be drawn to 
justify the keeping up so great a number of 
troops from any apprehensions of a Pretender 
to the throne ; tor if (he present circumstances 
of this nation be compared v wjtb the, situetioa 
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of affairs after the treaty of Ryswick or that of 
Utrecht, these kingdoms will be found infinitely 
more secure in that particular. In the first 
period of time, the late king James was living 
who had an Irish army in his pay in France ; 
many of his old ser? ants and soldiers were then 
alive and active in England and Scotland : a 
potent prince and nation always supporting 
him, and ready at any time to arm in his 
cause: As to the second period of time, the 
Pretender was in the neighbourhood of France ; 
that French king, who had maintained him and 
his family, was still living, and the protestant 
succession had not then taken place ; yet, in 
both these points of time) half the number of 
troops allowed by the present Bill was not only 
thought by parliament, but by experience found 
sufficient for our security; How little founda- 
tion then does there seem to be for continuing 
such a number of forces at this juncture, when 
the Pretender has been long removed beyond 
the Alps, and a prince on the throne of France 
who seems more intent to make his own do- 
minions flourish by trade, than out of a restless 
ambition to disturb his neighbours ? Sufficient 
reasons maybe drawn from the present situation 
of affairs in that, kingdom, as well as those of 
Spain, to increase our naval force, but none, in 
our opinion, for maintaining such an army at 
land. The present royal family *s now (God 
be praised) firmly seated on the throne, and no- 
thingscan shake it, but an administration whieh 
shall venture to depart from the principles on 
which the act of settlement was founded ; that 
settlement was founded on liberty, and, by the 
nature of tilings, must be coeval with liberty. 

3. " Because it has hitherto been thought 
the happiness of our situation, as an island, 
that we have not had the same occasion for 
numbers of troops to defend us as those on the 
continent : To prevent the inroad of their 
neighbours, they have been obliged to keep up 
standing armies, which have generally been the 
cause of the loss of their liberties, and always 
proved the sure means of fixing their • chains 
upon them. 

4. " Because we are fully convinced that 
his Majesty will reign the more firmly in the 
hearts of all his subjects, the more he places 
ius confidence in them ; and we conceive it to 
be an indignity to him, to suggest that be can- 

. not now he secure on the throne, without the 
assistance of a greater standing force than ever 
his royal father was contented with in times of 
less tranquillity :> Although it seemed to be the 
tendency of some arguments used against the 
question, yet we can never be brought to be- 
lieve, that this nation is in danger of being 
over-run by any foreign force ; our apprehen- 
sions are, that it only can be ruined and en- 
slaved by a standing armv at home ; and we 
•re justly jealous from the experience of former 
times, that the crown itself, as well as the liber- 
ties of the people, may be found at length to 
fee at their disposal. 

I^astly, " We refifr to the four first Reasons 
cutared t»u our Journals ths 34th day of Febru- 



ary, in the year IT 18,* signed by many Lords of 

this House. (SignedJ Boyle, Shaftesbury, 

Foley, Suffolk, Bristol, May nard, Twee- 
"dale, Aylesford, Litchfield, Exeter, Cra- 
ven, Tadcaster, Northampton, Bridg- 
water, Thane't, Strafford, Scarsdale, 
Ker, Coventry, Carteret, Bathurst, 
Gower, Winchelsea and Nottingham." 

March 10. The said Bill was read a third 
time, and passed without any amendment. 
Contents 64, Not-Contents 19. 

Feb. 25. Sir Charles Turner presented the 
Salt-Bill to the House, which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time; and 
a motion being made for reading it a second time 
on the 2nd of March, the same was strenuously 
opposed,- as being too short a lime for con- 
sidering a Bill of so much consequence; but 
upon a division, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 206 against 180. 

Debate in the Commons concerning .the ex- 
pelling Mr. Robinsan, a Member of the 
House, who together with John Thompson, had 
fitd beyond Sea,, on Account of the CharitabU 
Corporation.'] v The same day Mr. Sandys re- 
ported from the Committee appointed to in- 
quire into the Affair of the Charitable Corpo- 
ration, the result of their Inquiry as to the time, 
manner, and circumstances of George Robin- 
son, esq. member for Marlow, and Mr. John 
Thompson's withdrawing themselves beyond the 
seas. Then a debate arose as to expelling 
Mr. Robinson ; many members were for ex- 
pelling him immediately, because though they 
were to endeavour, by rewards and punish- 
ments, to bring him over in order to make a 
discovery, yet they were to have a particular 
regard to their own honour : That it was pro- 
posed to grant him a general indemnity by 
act of parliament ; and putting the case that 
he thereupon came over, and made as full 
and as ample a discovery as could be desired, yet 
he would still continue a rogue, notwithstand- 
ing such compliance; and no man of honour 
would keep him company : That therefore it 
would be very improper that he should con- 
tinue a member of that House; and for that 
reason it would be necessary to expel him be- 
fore the bringing in of this Bill for a general In- 
demnity ; for if the bill were once passed, he 
might next minute take the benefit of it, and 
they could not in honour afterwards expel him ; 
because it would be inflicting a punishment 
upon him for a crime, for which be had got an 
indemnity by act of parliament. 

To this it was answered, That it were to be 
wished that the expelling or not expelling of 
him had not been mentioned: that the only 
thing they had then before them, was to con- 
trive means for prevailing upon him to coma 
over and make a discovery of that whole affair; 
That if they should then expel him, it would he 
terrifying him from coming over at the same 
time they were inviting him to come, which 
would be a very inconsistent manner of pro- 

J •SceY©l7,p. 54ko\ 
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ceeding: That besides it was not regular for 
them to proceed directly to the expelling of 
him, without giving him time to be heard : 
That by the Report then made to them, there 
*vas no crime as yet proved against him ; for 
by that Report they could take no notice of 
any thing but his Bankruptcy, and as to that 
be ought at least to have time to be Jieard be- 
fore he was expelled : That the honour df the 
House was as much concerned in proceeding 
regularly even against a rogue, as in not sifting 
with a rogue ; and therefore they were against 
so abrupt a method of expelling him. 

To this it was replied, That by tire Report 
then made to them it appeared, that a statute 
of Bankruptcy had been issued against him; 
and that thereby his whole Estate real and 
personal, was vested in the commissioners, and 
consequently he could not have the Qualifica- 
tion as to an Estate, that was necessary for 
every man in order to intitle him to a seat in 
that House : That moreover by the Laws re- 
lating to bankrupts, a bankrupt was declared 
to be out-of the king's protection; he was in a 
manner au outlaw, and therefore could not con- 
tinue, a member of that House; and for that 
reason they thought that the bankruptcy alone 
was sufficient ground for the HouseTto proceed 
immediately to the expelling of him. 

Hereupon some Members, Barristers at law, 
declared, That the question as to a man's be- 
ing a bankrupt or nor, could not properly come 
berjore them, more especially before be had 
submitted and acknowledged himself a bank- 
rupt : That a statute of Bankruptcy's being 
taken out against a man, was no -incontro- 
vertible proof of his being a bankrupt; because 
if upon his petition it should appear that he 
was not a bankrupt, the statute would in that 
case be superseded : They allowed, That by one 
of the laws against bankrupts in queen Eliza- 
beth's time, a man who was declared bank- 
rupt according to that statute, was declared to 
be out of her majesty's protection ; but that 
there had been very few declared bankrupts 
according to that act : That they did not know 
of any one but Mr. Ward of Hackney ;* arid 
that therefore no argument could be drawn 
from that statute as to the case in hand. 

Then Mr. Pelham proposed, That the BUI of 
Indemnity to be brought in as. to Robinson, 
should contain an exception as to the privilege 
of his sitting in that House, by whic# they 
would leave themselves at liberty to act as 
they thought proper, supposing he should ap- 
pear and take the benefit of the indemnity to 
be granted him. 

To this it was objected, That the sending up 
pf such a bill to the other House, would be 
giving them a power to intermeddle in an"af- 
fair relating to the privilege of that House, 
which was not at all proper to be done, 
therefore it was, proposed to have the in- 
demnity special : but this likewise was ebjected 
to, as being what would not be effectual for the 
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purpose intended because upon such an in- 
demnity it was not to tie presumed that Robin- 
son MjDuld come, over; that he - could not be 
thereby secured against parliamentary censures, 
and therefore he would neve*, trust to any spe- 
cial indemnity. 

t A Bill ordered for the Appearance of George 
Robinson and John Thompson.] Then it was 
ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill 
for the appearance of George Robinson, esq.; 
at a certain time to be fixed in the bill ; and it 
was also ordered, That leave be given to Dring 
in a bill to encourage and compel John 
Thompson and his accomplices to surrender 
themselves with the books and effects of the 
Corporation, at a certain time to be fixed in the 
same Bill. 

Debate in the Common* on the Second Read- 
ing of the Salt Duty Bill.'] March 2. The 
Salt Duty Bill was, pursuant to the order of the 
day, to have been read the second time ; but 
before the reading thereof, 

Mr. William Pulteney stood up, and spoke 
as follows : 

Sir; By the ancient otders and methods 
of proceeding in this House, nothing relating 
to the raising of money, or taxing the people, 
can- properly be brought before us, till it has 
gone regularly-through the Committee of Ways 
and Means. " In the Committee of Supply we 
examine every article relating to the public 
service ; we settle the several - articles, we exa- 
mine what sums will be necessary for eacharti- 
cie; and we resolve upon granting, such sums 
as we then determine to be necessary." In the 
Committee of Ways and Means we take into 
our consideration those methods, which are 
proposed for raising the sums resolved •on in 
the Committee of Supply, and after we have 
fixed upon those methods which are judged 
most proper, we order a bill or bills to be 
brought in, in pursauce of the resolutions k then 
made j this has been the constant and unin- 
terrupted method of proceeding in all sued 
matters; and therefore it is certain that no 
bill, relating to the taxin^of the people, can be 
regularly brought into this House, till it has 
once been considered of, and resolved upon in 
the Committee of Ways and Means* When 
this affair about the Salt Duty was brought be- 
fore us in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
the only thing that was then thought of, was, 
the laying the same duties jipon Salt, as had 
been laid on by the acts of the 5th and 6th and 
ofthe9thand 10th years of king William 3, 
and thereupon we came to a resolution for re- 
viving .those duties: this was the resolution' as 
to the Duty upon Salt we then came to, and jn 
pursuance of this resolution a bill was> ordered 
to be brought in ; but by the bill brought in, as 
pretended, in pursuance of that resolution, I 
find that a great many laws are thereby to be, 
revived, which we never so much as thought of, 
or once mentioned in the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
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Besides, Sir, I find that by this Bill there is a 
new tax to be laid upon the people of Great 
Britain ; a tax I iind is by this Bill to be laid 
upon white herrings; and I am sure there was 
iio'such tax ever mentioned in the Committee 
of Ways and Means, nor did we corue to any 
resolution for laying any such tax upon the 
people of Great Britain. There is not so much . 
as one word of herrings, or of any other fish, in 
the resolution we then came to. Since then 
ihe Bill now before us is no way warranted by 
that resolution, the passing thereof as it now 
stands would be a breaking through the most 
solemn orders of this House, in matters of the 
highest consequence, that of raising money and 
taxing the people of Great Britain ; I therefore 
think, Sir, that the Bill brought in ought to be 
withdrawn, and this whole affair brought again 
* to he considered in the Committee of Ways 
and Means. As we are now more apprized of 
the matter before us, than we were at first, and 
jpay upon second consideration come to such 
resolutions, as ma/ authorize the bringing in 
and passing of such a Bill as is now before us, 
without transgressing the ancient brders and 
constant .rules of proceeding in matters of so 
{great consequence. 

Mr. Scrope answered ; 

Sir; The objection, that has been made, as 
to order, cannot properly come in to be de- 
bated till the Bill has been read, for till then 
we cannot pretend to be certain of the con- 
tents; if the honourable gentleman thinks pro- 
per, he may then insist upon his objection ; but 
in my opinion, there is not the least foundation 
for such an objection ; for when the Bill is 
read, I believe it will appear, that there is no 
law mentioned therein to be revived, but what 
is generally referred to in the resolution of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and it has 
always been the practice o/ this House, to re- 
vive laws by a general reference : There are 
every year some expired or expiring laws re- 
vived or continued by a general reference to 
them, without particularly and 'at length re- 
citing every one of them. 

Sir Jdhn Rushout replied : * 

Sir; ^s I was from the beginning, so I am 
still against this extraordinary method of raising 
money by laying a duty upon salt ; but since 
such a method was to be chosen, the regular 
way would have certainly" been to have come 
to this downright and plain resolution, That a 
dnty of so much per bushel should be laid upon 
all home-made salt for a term of three years. 
I now find such a regular and plain resolution 
was not to be made, because in such a case 
there could not have bedh the least pretence 
for not making the duty general aH over the 
United Kingdoms; and therefore to save a part' 
of the nation from the payment of the greatest 
art of this duty, this extraordinary method has 
een taken-, which is as inconsistent with the 
ancient method of proceeding m parliament, as 
the duty itself is inconsistent with the freedom 
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or the happiness of the people t But we see the 
consequence ; for by Caking this new and ex- 
traordinary method, a blunder was committed 
in the very first formation of the resolution 
which' we were to come to j whether that was 
really a blunder, dr a design to save some peo- 
ple from paying any thing towards this tax, I 
shall not pretend to determine; but I wonk( 
have some people to consider, that it is very 
probable this tax may be continued- aster the 
expiration of this term of three years; and if k 
be, it is not very probable that the indulgence 
now to be granted, will then be continued. 
This blunder or design, be it which it will, ia 
the forming of the resolution which we were to 
come to in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was however accidentally then taken notice of, 
and was accordingly corrected ia the best man- 
ner possible ; but | wish, Sir, that the gentle: 
men who were then, and seem still to be so 
fond of this extraordinary method of taxing 
their fellow subjects, had then likewise taken 
notice of all the other blunders that were then 
committed, rather than that the ancient method 
of proceeding in this House should be altered, 
or that this House should, by such blander/, be 
brought in to* do any thing that is irregular in 
an affair of so great consequence. 

Mr. Walter Plumer spoke next : 

Sir ; When this affair was under our consi- 
deration in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
there was not certainly any duty or tax men? 
tioned, but those that were^aid on by the acts 
of the 5th and 6th, and of the 9th and lOth 
years of the reign of king William : There was 
no other duty so much as mentioned at that 
time, by any gentleman in the Committee ; but 
it appears by this Bill now before us, that there 
are acts pf parliament to be revived, by which 
a quite different duty was laid upon tl*e subjects 
of this nation : These acts being repealed, they 
are now in the same case as if no such acts had 
ever been made, and therefore the reviving of 
them is the very same thing, as to make a new 
law for the. taxing of the people of this natron; 
and consequently . it must be granted*, that the 
reviving of them, without having considered 
them in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and coming to a proper resolution for that pur- 
pose, is contrary to the constant practice of 
« this House, in all matters relating to the raising 
of money, or imposing taxes upon those who 
sent us hither, for the preservation of their li- 
berties and properties, as well as of our own. 
The taxing of the people is an affair of the 
highest consequence ; no tax ought to ht 
agreed to, without the most mature oeli Dera- 
tion ; and for that reason oar forefathers es* 
tahlished it as a maxim, never to impose any 
tax, without first having k under oar consider* 
tion in the Committee Sf Ways and Means ; se 
that as long as we observe the ancient orders 
of this House, no. tax can ever he imposed* 
without coming several times under the eons* 
deration of the House; but if we depart bat 
one step from this ancient ctistora, it will he a 
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most ctageTOnsprccedtnt ; we know how easily 
bad precedents are improved upon, and by 
such improvements our constitution may be 
quite overturned ; Tbts most, heavy taxes may 
come to be tbe produce of a day, n*y ttie pro- 
duce of a few hoars. 

But, Sir, this is mt aH ; by this extraordi- 
nary Bill, and this extraordinary method of 
proceedings there is another dangerous prece- 
dent introduced, another breach of the orders 
of this House committed. In all Bills by 
which the people of this realm are subjected to 
any penalties or forfeitures, it i9 the ancient 
and tbe known practice of this House, to leave 
blanks for such penalties and forfeitures m 
tbe first draught of the Bill, which blanks are 
never filled op till the affair comes before the 
House in a grand Committee Upon the Bill : It 
must be twice read and considered before such 
blanks are filled up, and a considerable time 
fnu&t intervene between the first reading of the 
Bill, and the filling up of such blanks, in which 
time every member has an opportunity, to con- 
aider the affair, to consult with others, and to 
determine whether it be consistent with the 
liberties of the people, to subject them to any 
penalties or forfeitures in such cases, and to 
"vvbat penalties or forfeitures it may be proper 
to make them liable. This is a wise and a ne- 
cessary precaution, and ought not to be depart- 
ed from upon any account whatsoever : But in 
tbe case now before ns, We are to revive seve- 
ral laws, which is the same thing as to make 
new law*, by which the people are subjected 
po many and grievous penalties and forfeitures, 
without giving- ourselves any opportunity to 
consider, of such penalties and forfeitures when 
thiB Bill comes before us in a Committee ; be- 
cause all the penalties and forfeitures are 
already filled up in the laws referred to and 
to be revived by this Bill as it now stands. The 
circumstances of things and of countries alter 
everyday; those penalties and forfeitures, to 
which the people were subject by those laws 
while subsisting, may now be extravagant, may 
now be absototdy inconsistent with the freedom 
of the people, though they were not so when 
those laws were first made; and therefore 
there having been once stfeb penalties and for- 
feitures established, cannot afford us the least 
preteaoe rbr departing from an ancient custom, 
which has been so long observed, and has 
always been deemed absolutely necessary for 
tbt preservation of the libetties and privileges 
of this naftion. For which reason, Sir, I shall 
bt for the withdrawing of this Bill, and resum- 
ing the consideration' of this affair in the Com* 
mittee of wavs and means. 

Sir ItebetiWfilpek made tbe following An- 
swer: 
Sir; 

I have been ldng accustomed to be affronted 
<^ foo ted, borti within doors and without; 
batwtme my intentions are good, while my 
<raly Oitn is to serve my country to the best of 
my knowledge, and to the utmost of my power, 
I ibatl always disregard the reflections that are 



thrown out by those, whose sentiments Or Views t 
may be different from mine. Gentlemen may 
talk which way they please about blunders, but 
there was no blunder, nor any bad design in 
the firsts or second draught of the resolution 
passed m tbe Committee of ways and means, 
nor in the drawing up of the Bill which hat 
been brought in, in pursuance of that resold* 
tion. Even by the first draught of that reso- 
lution, there was no part of the nation, bus 
what was subjected to the duties proposed to 
be laid upon salt : There were some doubt* 
then started, which were, in my opinion, with- 
out any foundation : However, to satisfy those 
gentlemen who had raised such doubts, some - 
words were immediately added, which, accord- 
ing to their ow.n confession, put the matter out 
of dispute i And even the case which is not* 
pretended to be a blunder, was under conside- 
ration, and the words of the resolution werfc 
concerted so as to prevent (bis; or any reason- 
able exceptions being taken to the Bill when it 
should be brought in. The words of tbe Re- 
solution we came to in the Committee of ways 
and means were; ' That towards raising the - 
4 Supply granted to his Majesty, the several 
' duties on home-made salt, granted to the lata 
' king William and queen Mary, by an act of 

* the 5th and 6th years of their reign, for a 

* term of years, and afterwards made perpe- 
' tual; and also the additional duties on salt, 
' granted by an act of the 9th and 10th years 

* of his said late Majesty king William, and all 
' the duties chargeable on home-made salt in 
1 Great Britain, which by an act of the 3d 
4 year of his present Majesty's reign ceased 
« and determined on the 25th day of December 
' 1730, be revived and granted to bis Majesty, 
' his heirs and successors, for the term of three 
' years, from the 25th ,of March next, 17S3.* 
I really should be glad to know what words are 
wanting in this resolution ; for my own part, I 
cannot imagine any one Word to be wanting, 
unless it be the word and, before the word tohich; 
but the leaving out even of this word hnd was no 
blunder ; even that word was then under oof 
consideration, and it was judged 7 , that it Vra* 
better to leave i^ out. 

I am sure, Sir, that there is no man but must 
upon the reading over of that resolution con- 
clude, that it refers to all and every one of the 
acts any way relating to the salt-duty, which 
were repealed by the said act of the 8d yea* 
of bis present Majesty's feign. The two acts 
of king William and queen Mary's, and of 
king William's reign, which are there particu- 
larly mentioned, were the only two acts of aH 
those that are to be revived, bv Which any tat 
orduty w*4 laid upon the subject. It had in* 
deed been discovered, that by means of tbfc 
drawbacks which were allowed trpon the jet* 
pottatian of herrings, ft great many frauds had 
been committed, and the public had been 
cheated out of very large sums of moftey; and 
therefore it was afterwards found necessary to 
take off those duties which by those law* ib 
king William's time werfc ftifo tinon all «** 
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used in the caring of white herrings; and the 
same were accordingly taken off, by an act of 
the 8th of the late king, and a proportionable 
duty was thereby laid upon white herrings cured 
with salt for home consumption : But is it not 
plain that this was no new duty ? it was no 
new tax laid upon the people ; it was only a 
new method of raising the duty upon such salt 
as should be thereafter made use of in salting 
of herrings, and Therefore it was applied to 
the same purposes, to which the duties upon 
salt had been before applied ; it was not look- 
ed on a* a new fund, nor was it applied to any 
new purposes ; nay it was so much looked on 
as a duty still remaining upon salt, that; when 
the act was made for abolishing the da ties 
upon salt, this duty upon herrings was not so 
much as mentioned in the act; and yet by 
that act this duty ceased-and was abolished as 
well as all the other duties upon salt. It is 
therefore plain we do not transgress the orders 
of this House, or the ancient method of pro- 
ceeding with respect to taxes ; ttyere is no tax 
by this Bill to be laid upon the people, but 
what was under our consideration in the Com- 
mittee of Supply, and particularly referred to 
in the resolution then made. 

As to the other acts which are to be revi- 
ved by the bill now before us, they were all 
made for the more regular raising of that duty, 
which had been laid on by the said two acts of 
the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, and the 
9th and 10th of William, and for preventing the 
frauds which might be committed with relation 
thereunto. When we were in the Committee of 
Ways and Cleans, and had had the reviving of 
those duties under our consideration, could any 
man then imagine that we were to revive those 
duties, and yet not revive all those laws, which 
had been made for the regular and fair raising 
of tbem ? -No man could form to himself such 
an absurd imagination. These laws were all 
repealed b^ the act of the third of his present 
Majesty , and as that act is particularly men- 
tioned in the resolution we came to, therefore 
we must grant that every one of the laws men- 
tioned in this bill to be revived are generally 
referred to in that resolution. The very nature 
of the thing itself, as well as this general refer- 
ence, brought every one of those laws necessa- 
rily under our. consideration ; and it is certain 
that if any of us had had any objection to the 
reviving of those laws, such objection would 
then have been started, and would have been 
fully considered; but no reasonable objection 
could then, or can now be made to the reviving of 
any of them, or of any part of any of them. 
Surely no man will say, that tt was necessary to 
mention particularly every one of those laws in 
the resolution we then came to ; it was certainly 
enough to refer to them in general as repealed 
by the act of the third year of his present Ma- 
jesty ; such referenc.es are frequent in the reso- 
lutions of this House ; it is what is done every 
year with regard to the Malt-tax,' and yet the 
Malt-tax act of the preceding year, is as 
inack a dead law, before the new one takes* 
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place, as any law whatever. Every act that 
ever was passed in this House for raiding the 
Malt-tax, is in every clause thereof as much a 
new law as any iact that is by this bill tp 
be revived, and therefore it cannot be-said that 
there is any law now to be revived, but what 
was under our consideration in the Committee 
of Supply, and is as much referred to by the 
resolution we then came to, as is usual io such 
cases, according to the ancient method of pro- 
ceeding in all such affairs. 

Even .as to laws inflicting pains and penal- 
ties upon the subject, we know, that it is the 
common practice of this House to revive such 
laws by a general resolution; it is practised 
every year ; laws expiring or expired are con- 
tinued or revived by general resolutions and 
general clauses, without any new. recital of the 
whole act so to be continued or revived, or 
leaving the penalties blank to be filled up when 
the House goes into a committee upon the bill 
which is brought in for the continuing or reviv- 
ing of such laws : there are, I believe, Sir, a 
hundred such precedents in the journals of this 
House. The making of a general recital of the 
laws to be revived by this Bill, is only making a 
short Bill in place of a book as large as the land- 
tax Bill. In my opinion, there was not an ab- 
solute necessity even to have mentioned in this 
Bill every law that was to be thereby revived ; 
a general revival of all the laws repealed by the 
act of the third of his present Majesty would 
have been enough ; even such a general revival 
would not have been contrary to any of the or- . 
ders of this House ; but it was thought proper 
to mention every law particularly, that no man 
might have it to say, that he was catch ed, or 
that any thing was secretly foisted in, or inclu- 
ded under the general words of the .Bill, which 
was not uuder consideration at the time the Bill 
was passed. 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next. 

Sir, 

As to this Tax upon Salt, I, must still say, 
that I cannot but look upon it as a very great 
grievance upon the poor of this nation. The 
poorest labourer consumes for his own per- 
sonal use as much, nay more Salt than any mem- 
ber of this House, or any rich man in the na- 
tion, and therefore we must reckon that the 
poor pay as much as the rich : there are but 
very few of the poor labourers and tradesmen 
that live in the families of those that employ 
them, they generally live upon the daily wages 
they receive, and it is very hard to make such a 
poor man pay out of the poor pittance of wages 
he receives for his daily support, as much to- 
wards the public expence, as is paid by the 
richest mdn in the nation. We ought, Sir, to 
consider, that by taking from the rich, we only 
diminish their luxury, but by squeezing from 
the poor, we increase their misery. This, Sir, 
must be amoving consideration to every man 
that has any bowels of compassion towards his 
fellow-creatures. ' 

But, Sir, besides oppressing, the poor, we art 
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now, I find, to overturn the* method of pro- 
ceeding always observed in this House in the 
like cases. This, Sir, is of the utmost conse- 
quence to the very bein** of our constitution. 
The ancient orders of this House' ought', most 
puuctua)ly to .be observed. Some of them 
may perhaps* seem to be of little consequence : 
J3ut if we fall into a way of breaking throueh 
them upon slight occasions we shall soon fall 
into confusion ; then indeed we may probably 
discover, that those orders which we now think 
to be trivial/were of the utmost consequence; 
but then it will be too late. I am really sur- 
prised to hear it said, that a tax! upon white 
herrings is a tax upon salt : We may as well 
say, that a duty upon fish, is a duty upon flesh, 
or that fch is flesh : And if we once come to 
give such a blind and implicit assent to the dic- 
tates or assertions of any man breathing, we 
may have freedom, we may have liberty, but I 
am sure it cannot then be said, that we malte 
any use of the freedom we enjoy. We may 
perhaps now agree to this odd proposition, that 
a duty upon fish is a duty upon salt ; but I am 
sure this House was. of a different opinion when 
this duty was taken off of the salt, and laid upon 
white herrings ; it was then looked upon as a 
quite different duty, and therefore the laying on 
of this duty upon white herrings, was first takqn 
into consideration in the Committee of ways 
and means, and a resolution was there made 
for the laying oh of this duty upon white her- 
rings cured for home-consumption, in the place 
of the duty that had been before laid upon the 
salt with which they were cured. If it had not 
then been looked on as a different duty, there 
was no necessity for having taken it into our 
consideration in the Committee for ways and 
means, or for our having made a resolution m 
that Committee before any bill could be brought 
in for that purpose, 

But it seems, Sir, this tax upon herrings, or 
the tax upon salt, has since that time changed 
its nature: for a bill I find is now brought in 
for reviving the duty upon white herrings, in 
pursuance of a resolution of the* Committee of 
ways and means for reviving the duties upon 
salt, laid on by two acts, in that resolution par- 
ticularly mentioned ; in neither of whicJh is 
there one word mentioned of any duty upon 
white herrings * This pretence might perhaps 
have admitted of some shew of reason, if 
neither of these acts had been mentioned ; if 
we had in general resolved to revive the seve- 
ral duties on home-made salt, which by an act 
of the 3d of his present Majesty s^reign ceased 
and determined, such a general resolution might 
Jiave perhaps afforded some pretence for reviv- 
ing this duty upon white herrings, but even in 
that case the pretence would have been a very 
lame one ; for in order to include this tax upon 
Jherrings, we ought. to have made our resolution 
still more general ; we ought to have resolved, 
to revive the several duties which by the^act of 
the Sd of his present Majesty ceased and de- 
termined, without the inserting of those words, 
* Home-made Salt;' for by the inserting, of, 
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those word$, we confined the general reference 
after-mentioned to the duties on. home-made 
salt only, and by the inserting particularly those 
laws of king William's reign, we still more 
strongly confined ourselves to those duties, even 
on home-made salt, which were laid on by 
those two acts only : if there had been any ad- 
ditional duty laid even upon salt by any other 
act, surely no man will say, that by our resolu- 
tion, such a duty could have been revived, 
though the same had ceased and determined by 
the act of the 3d of his present Majesty. Nor 
is it any argument for proving this duty upon 
fiijh, to be a duty upon salt, that it ceased and 
determined by the samelaw by which the duties 
upon salt were taken, off, though in that law 
there was no mention made of the. duty upon 
white herrings ; because by the very act which 1 
establishes this duty upon white herrings, there 
is an express provision, that this duty upon 
herrings should cease and determine as soon as 
the duty upon salt should be taken off, or in 
proportion, in case any part of the duty upon 
salt should he taken off, as every gentleman 
may see who has a mind to peruse the act of 
the 8th of his late Majesty, by which this duty 
upon herrings was first established. . 

It has been pretended, that Precedents may 
be found in the Journals of this House for war- 
ranting the method of reviving laws, w^ich is 
now contended for ; I do not believe that any 
such precedent can be found. An obsolete law 
may without doubt be revived by a new law. 
A law repealed may be revived, by repealing of 
that law, by which it was repealed : But I do 
not believe, that ever any law was revived, till 
after the House had taken such law particularly 
into their consideration in some sort of Com* 
mittee or another. The expired or expiring 
laws are never revived or continued till they 
have been severally and particularly examined 
and considered of in a Committee, and a parti- 
cular resolution made as to each : Do not we 
every year name a Committee for, inspecting 
into the laws expired or near expiring, and fot 
considering which of them, and what parts. of 
each, are fit to be revived or continued f Qoes 
not that Committee examine every one of then* 
- particularly, and come to a resolution upon 
each law by itself? Are not those resolutions 
reported to the House ? Then the House takes 
every one of those Resolutions separately into 
consideration, and orders a bill or bills to be 
brought in, in pursuance of such of the resoltfe 
tions as are agreed unto by the House. Every 
member of this House knows that this is the 
constant method of continuing or reviving the 
laws that are expiring or expired. And is not 
this directly contrary to the method we are now 
about ? Can any man say, that any one of the 
laws to be revived by this Bill, was ever taken 
into consideration by any Committee of this 
House, or that any resolution has been made 
and agreed to for reviving all or any one of 
them ? There was not so much as one of them 
mentioned in the Committee of Ways and 
Means, when wc had the reviving of the duties 
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upon salt under, our consideration. They are 
, neitlier generally nor particularly referred to in 
the Resolution we then came to. In the whole 
Resolution, there is not so much as one word 
mentioned of the reviving any law whatever; 
we resolved only upon reviving of the duties, 
we did not so much as think of reviving any of 
the laws relating to the collecting of such duties. 
That ought to have heen the affair of another 
day ; we ought to have taken every one of 
them separately into our consideration, in order 
to have determined which of them were proper 
to have been revived ; and we ought to have 
come to a particular Resolution as to each ; aod 
then in pursuance of aH those Resolutions, such 
a Bill as the present might have been regularly 
brought in. 

f As to the Malt-Tax-Bill, there is no sort of 
parallel. It is true, the Malt-Tax- Act of the 
preceding year must certainly be expired before 
the new one can take place ; but while the new 
Bill is under the consideration of the House, 
the old is subsisting : yet even in that case we 
do not lay any tax upon the subject, till it has 
been particularly before us in the Committee 
of Ways and- Means. We (here take all the 
duties laid on by the former Bill particularly into 
our consideration, and the resolution we always 
come to is, that the same duties shall be raised 
opontfnaU; &c. which were, raised by such a 
former act, particularly therein referred to ; 
upon this resolution a new Bill is brought in 
for continuing the same duties : this new Bill is 
indeed generally much the same with the for- 
mer; but in this case there is no repealed' or 
expired law revived : The Bill is entirely new-, 
and whatever penalties or forfeitures are there- 
by to be inflicted upon the subject* left blank to 
fee fitted up when the House goes into a Com- 
mittee upon the Bill : the same penalties are 
indeed generally filled up, but not till the 
House has an opportunity to examine them in 
a Committee upon the Bill: this shews that the 
method of proceeding as to the Malt-Tax- Bill 
can be no precedent, nor any authority for the 
BiM now before us, by which a great many 
taws are to be revived, which were never in- 
spected or considered by any committee of 
this^Hoose. Penalties are to beinfoeted upon 
•lie subject| without leaving it in the power of 
the House to examine them when they go- into 
a Committee' upon the Bill ; and a tax is to be 
laid upon the subject, without its having been 
censjoVred of, op resolved upon in the Com- 
n^ittee of Ways and Means. 

I would be glad to know how it was possible 
for* any member ofthis House, when we were 
intbe Oommittee-Qf Weys audi Means, to make 
any objection against any of those laws which 
nte by this 9fH to *e revived' : There was not 
one or them so much as mentioned* at that 
> ; no man proposed the reviving of nay one 



e£tben» ; how ttyen was it possible to> start any 
objection thereunto? I believe titt this BiM 
Was brought in, no man dreamed of such laws 
fc tjng tone revived*; aaeVnowit is tee late to 
— " ->Mto B^w*oe passed, 



before any roan can have to peruse and consider 
all those laws that are thereby to be revived j 
this alone may shew the irregularity and incon- 
venience of the present method of proceeding: 
this shews what a dangerous precedent we are 
about to make for those that come after us : A 
precedent, Sir, that will be an eternal reproach 
upon this session of Parliament, and a prece- 
dent that oar latest posterity will have cause to 
complain of. 

Mr. Clay ton said : 

«r; \. 

I shall take notice only of one thing relat* 
ing to the debate, (t is well known, that upon 
the death of every King, all those duties which 
had been granted for the support of the civil 
list, expired of course, and are in the case as 
if no such duties had ever been granted : and 
yet the very first parliament next after the ac^ 
cession of a successor, those very duties are ail 
revived, and are settled upon the successor, 
for his life, by a general Bill : it l§ no way 
thought necessary to bring in a particular Bifl 
for every duty that is then to be revived. This, 
Sir, is an argument for the present method of 
proceeding, to which I defy any man to give a 
sufficient answer. 

Mr. Walter Plufrtr stood qp, ancjsaid; 

Sir; Brom this very debate it appears plain 
to me, that we are in some doubt, whether we 
are regular in our present method of proceeding 
or not ; I am persuaded that if there was no 
plausible reason for suspecting the regularity 
and order of our proceedings as to the Bill now 
before us, the right honourable member on the 
floor ^ would not have taken so much pains to 
«■ plain the case to us ; and I must think, 
Sic, that in an affair of so great consequence, 
an affair of as great consequence as any that 
ever did, or ever can come before this House, 
the least doubt as to the regularity of our 
proceedings, the least suspicion of our being 
got into any method contrary to the an- 
cient orders of this House, ought to be a 
sufficient and a prevailing argument for die with- 
drawing of this Bill, and for our resuming die 
consideration of this affair, in the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It is no scandal, Sir, for ,us, 
or for any man to own that he has been in a 
mistake : the wisest men are not infallible ; but 
for men to persist in a mistake, after it is dis- 
covered, or even after they begin to doubt whe- 
ther they are in a mistake or no> does not sa- 
vour much of wisdom, more especially in an 
afinir which may be so easily rectified. Tbk 
session of parliament must continue sitting for 
some considerable time- as yet ; and as *p 
have time enough, I can see no reason why 
this affair may not be brought again before the! 
oommittee of* ways and means, where aM tnj^ 
takes, if any be* may be corrected, and even air 
future doubts or disputes, as to. regularity and 
method, may be obviated. < <>. 

As to what the worthy member who spbVe ' 
laft observed abort the Civir list* datto, *W 
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«i 11st be granted, that they expire at the death 
•f every King: and, Sir, it must likewise be 
granted, that since the first establishment of 
such duties, they have att been wast punctually 
revived by the- very first parliament after the 
accession of the next successor. But in what 
manner? Why, Sir, by the House's - taking 
them one by one under consideration in a Com* 
mtttee,aud coming to a particular resolution as 
to «*ery one s Then indeed one general Bill is 
ordered to be brought in,in pursuance of all these 
particular resolutions : But is not this, Sir, a" 
method of proceeding quite different from the 
method we are now in ? If those Civil List 
Duties had ever been revived by a general re- 
solution, and a great many expired or repealed 
penal laws, relating to the collecting of them, 
revived by a general reference in ihe new Bill, 
without being mentioned in the resolution of 
the Committee, then an argument might have 
been from thence drawn for the regularity of 
our present method of proceeding; but as there 
never was any such thing pretended to be done 
in the reviving of those Civil List Duties, I am ! 
of opinion, that the usual method of proceed- 
ing with respect to the revival of them, is a very 
strong argument against the regularity of the 
method we are now in, with respect to this fa- 
vourite scheme of reviving the duties upon salt. 
And thus, Sir, I hope, I have given a sufficient 
answer' to the argument made use of by the 
gentleman who spoke last. But, Sir, as to the 
duty itself, I am surprised that there should be 
any farther dispute about it, for it really appears 
to me, that every man in this House is against 
it : Even of those who at first seemed to be for 
It some have since acknowledged, that it will be 
an intolerable grievance upon the people in 
Scotland; and the rest have acknowledged, 
that it will be liable to a great many frauds : 
9 Sir, I cannot think that any man, who thinks 
this duty an intolerable grievance upon Scot- 
land, will be for reviving it ; and we have 
So many fraudulent practices already in this 
kingdom, that I cannot think any roan will be 
for reviving a duty which he tbinks will increase 
them. At this rate, Sir, I cannot really per- 
ceive that any man in this House is for the 
daty ; why therefore should we dispute any 
longer about the method of reviving this duty, 
since every man, that has spoke in the debate, 
has given a good reason for his being against 
•he duty itselff 

This debate! being over, the Bfll was read a 
seoond ume,Jaod a motion being made for the 
committing thereof, and the question being put, 
it was carried in the affirmative, by 209 against 
154; and it was resolved, That the House 
would resolve itself into a Committee of the 
whole House, upon the said Bill, on the 8th 
instant. 

A Bill € For securing the Freedom of Par- 
* liamenttf brought into the Commons.] March 
T. Mr. Rolle presented, according to order, a 
BiH, fer amending and making more effectual 
mi act made m the 9th year of the reign of 

Vol VIII. 
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queen Anne, intitled, 4 An Act for Securing the 
4 freedom of Parliaments, by the farther Quali- 
* tying the Members to sit in the House of 
'Commons;* which was read the first, anil 
ordered to be read a second time. 

The same day, two Bills were brought in, re» 
lating to George Robinson and John Thompson, 
pursuant to an order of the 25tto of February, 
which were both read twice and committed : It 
was also ordered, That the Committee do make 
the said two Bills into one. 

March 13. The Bill against George Robin- 
son and John Thompson was read a third time, 
and sent up to the Lords, where it passed very 
speedily, and on the JOth instant had the royal 
assent. " 

Report tecs* 'the Committee to who* 
the book^, instruments, and papers re* 
rating to the Sale of the Estate op James 
Late Earl op Derwentwater were re- 
ferred.] Lord Oage reported from the Com- 
mittee, to whom all the Books, Instruments, and 
Papers, relating to the Sale of the Estate of 
James, late earl of Derwentwater,* which havo 
been presented to the House, pursuant to their 
orders, were referred ; that the Committee haul 



* u Another, but a more daring bare-faced 
instance of the abuse of parliamentary confi- 
dence, happened to be discovered this session, 
by the unwearied application of lord Gage. 
He had, before he was made a nobleman, been 
a Roman Catholic, which threw him into some 
connections with those families. Certain com* 
missioners Were appointed to sell the English 
estates forfeited by the rebellion of the year 
i7l5, and among others the forfeited reversion 
Of one that had belonged to the Derwentwater 
family, which actually brought m near 8,000f. 
a year, and was improveable to 9,000f, Thn 
commissioners employed in the sale of this re- 
version were sir John Eyles, sir Thomas Hales, 
serjeant Birch, and Dennis Bond, esq. Birch 
and Bond were men of business, knowing in the 
ways of life, and therefore in person attended 
all the transactions of the commissioners, of 
whom four were a quorum. The other two 
being really, or affecttng to be, less conversant 
in the matters of the commission, by an unac- 
countable and indeed criminal indolence, sel- 
dom attencied the office upon business; but 
when tbey did not attend, they empowered one 
Allen, who was secretary to the commissioners, 
to sign their names and affix their seals to alt 
bargains, contracts, orders and other papers. 
By a particular management, this sgfle was held 
in so clandestine a manner^ though publicly ad- 
vertised, that none appeared to bid but one 
Mr. Smith, who bought the reversion at th^ 
easy rate of 1,000/. At the time of this sale, 
the eldest son of the late earl of Derwentwater, 
who was but , a stripling, was in a languishing, 
state of health ; and he actually dying soon 
after, the estate came to Smith and his assb* 
ciates, Who had lieen concerned in the manage* 
raent of the sale; because Charges Katcli6e> 

3U 
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examined the said Books, Instruments, and 
Papers, and had agreed upon a Report, which 
they bad directed him toynake: and he read 
the Report in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered it in at the Clerk's table. The said Re- 
port was as follows : - 

REPORT from the Committee to whom all 
the Books, Instruments, and Papers, 
kelatino to the Sale of the Estate of 
James late Earl of Derwentwater, 
were referred. 

The Committee, to whom all the BooVs, In- 
struments, and Papers, relating to the sale or the 
estate of James late earl of Derwentwater were 
referred, pursuant to the order of the House, 
have examined the said Books, Instruments, 
and* papers. 

Before your Committee entered into their 
examination they perused the act of parliament 
passed in the 1st year of the reigo of his late 
Majesty king George, intituled, * An act for 

* appointing commissioners to inquire into' 

* the estates of certain traitors and of popish 
4 recusants, and of estates given to su- 

* perstitious uses, in order to raise money out 
' of them severally for the use of the public f 
And also, the act passed in the 4th year of his 
said late Majesty's reign, intituled, * An Act 

* tor vesting the forfeited estates in Great Bri- 

* tain and Ireland in Trustees, to be sold for 
1 the use of the public ; and for giving relief to 

* lawful creditors, by determining the claims; 
and for more effectual bringing into the res- 

4 pective Exchequers, the rents and profits of 
1 the said estates, till sold.' 

By the first of which acts it was enacted, 
" That all estates'of what nature 1 or kind soever, 
whereof any person or persons attainted of high 
treason since the 24th of June, 1715, and be- 
fore the 24th of June, 1718, for crimes com- 
mitted before the 1st of June, 1716; was, were* 
or should be seized or possessed of, in his, her, 
or their own right, or to his, her, or thjeir own 
use, or whereof any other person, or persons, 
was, were, or should be possessed of, or inter- 
ested in, or to the use of or in trust for them or 
any of them on the said 24th of June, 1715, or 



brother to the earl of Derwentwater, and next 
teir, was forfeited, and therefore could not enjoy. 
y " This event, however, opened both the eyes 
•nd mouths of the world ; and by the indefa- 
tigable pains which lord Gage took, the whole 
mystery of iniquity was traced thrpugh all its 
labyrinths. Birch and Bond, who were mem- 
bers, were expelled the House; sir John Eyles 
was reprimanded by the Speaker; and lord 
Gage had the thanks of the House in a very 
elegant speech from the chair ; and the whole 
transaction was declared to be Void, because it 
appeared that only Bond, and Birch were pre- 
sent, and the names of the other two commis- 
sioners were signed, and their seals affixed by 
Allen, or some inferior clerk of the commit 
stafters." TindaL 



at any time afterwards, should i>e forfeited to, 
and vested in his said late Majesty, his heirs, and 
successors, and were declared to be so vested, 
according to the several and respective estates 
and interests, which the said persons attainted, 
or to be attainted, or any in trust for them, or 
any of them, had or should have therein, for the 
use of the public. 

" And to the end that all the estates so vest* 
ed might be better discovered and ascertained, 
commissioners were appointed by the said act 
for inquiring into all such estates, and to receive 
and allow the claims made, within the times 
thereby appointed, of all and every person and 
persons (other than the forfeiting persons, or 
those in trust for them) having any estate, 
right, title, or interest, in law or equity, in, to, 
out of, or upon, any of the estates so vested in 
his' said late Majesty. 

" By the other act of the 4th year of his. lata 
Majesty's reign, all estates which by the former 
act were vested or intended to he vested in his 
said late Majesty, his heirs, and successors, were 
vested in thirteen commissioners and trustees 
therein named according to the several estates 
and interests vested or intended to be vested in 
his said late Majesty by the former act, to the end 
the same might be bargained, sold, disposed of, 
and applied, by the said trustees, and the sur- 
vivors of them, to and for the uses in the said 
act mentioned and declared. 

" And the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them,, were thereby declared a 
Court of Record ; and they, or any four of 
them, were enabled and required to sell all and 
singular the estates and interests vested in 
them (after such claims allowed, as in the said act 
prescribed) as soon after the 25th day of March, 
1718, as conveniently might be, to any person 
or persons being. Protestants, bodies politic or 
corporate (other than the said commissioners • 
and trustees, or their officers, or others in trust 
for them, or any of them) and, in order thereto, 
.should cause public notice to be given, by the 
space of fifteen* days at least, of the time and 
place, when and where they intended to begin 
to expose to sale any part of such premisses; 
and at such appointed time should expose tht 
same to sale, in such parts or proportions, as 
the said commissioners and trustees, or any 
four of them, sbouldjhink sonvenient, by. cant 
or, auction; and the person or persons, who 
thereupon should bid most for the same, above 
the price set thereon, should be deemed the pur- 
chaser or purchasers thereof; and the said com- 
missioners and trustees, or any four of them, 
should immediately upon every such sale or cod- 
tr.tct cause an entry to be made in their books of 
all and every the particular estates so sold and 
contracted for, and what estate and interestthey 
sold therein ; and for the satisfaction of such 
buyers or contractors, if they should insist 
thereupon, the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them, should give a note in writ- 
ing, under their hands and seals, unto the seve- 
ral buyers, expressing the particulars by them 
bought, for what estate or interest ihereio, tht 
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price, and the time of such sale or contract, 
and thereupon such buyers should pay the price 
agreed on into the Exchequer, at the time such 
Commissioners or trustees, or any four of them, 
should appoint ; and they, or any four of them, 
being certified of the payment thereof, should 
execute -an indenture or contract of bargain 
and sale, of the parcels so bought and paid for, 
as aforesaid, v to every such buyer or buyers 
thereof) for such estate or interest therein, as 
tite said commissioners and trustees^ or any 
four of them, should contract to sell; which in- 
denture or contract being inrolled, as the said 
act directed, every such purchaser or purchasers, 
their heirs, successors, executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns should hold and enjoy such es- 
tate and interest, as should be conveyed to 
them by the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them, freed and discharged from 
ail claims and demands of his said late Ma- 
jesty, his heirs, and successors, and of the said 
commissioners and trustees, their heirs, exe- 
cutors, administrators, and assigns, and of all 
and every other person or persons whatsoever 
(other than and except such claims and de- 
mands allowed by the said commissioners and 
trustees, or any four of (hem, or delegates on 
the determination of such claims) and also - 
freed and discharged of and from all breach of 
trust, which could be pretended to be commit- 
ted by the said commissioners and trustees, in 
not strictly pursuing the powers or directions 
given by the said act. 

" And if any person or persons, who should 
contract for any purchase, as aforesaid, should 
not within the time appointed pay the money 
contiacted for, every such buyer should forfeit 
one fifth part of the consideration money con- 
sideration money contracted for ; and the com- 
missioners and trustees, or any four of them, 
should proceed to a new sale of all and every 
such estate or estates." 

The said Act also directed .the payment of 
1,000/. per ann. free of taxes, to each commis- 
sioner and trustee, for his labour, pains and 
services in the execution of the several trusts 
by the said act. reposed in him ; and there was 
a power for. the commissioners of the treasury 
to pay, by way of imprest, to such person, as 
the said commissioners and trustees should no- 
minate, such sums of money for the payment of 
the salaries of their 'inferior officers, and for 
incident charges, as the commissioners of the 
treasury should judge necessary and reasonable. 

Upon entering into this examination, your 
Committee found in a London Gazette, dated, 
from Saturday, June the 15th, to Tuesday, 
June the 18th, 1723, an advertisement in the 
following words : ' , 

" Notice is hereby given, That on Thursday 
the 11th day of July next, at nine of the clock 
in the forenoon, all the estate and interest vest- 
ed -in the commissioners and trustees for the 
forfeited estates in England, for the use of the 
public, in and to the several estates following, 
viz. The several estates late of James late earl 
of Derwentwater, iu the seieral counties of 
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Northumberland, Cumberland, and Durham ; 
and the several estates late of Francis Ander- 
tori, in the several counties of Lancaster and 
Cumberland; the estate of Henry Oxburgh, 
in the King's County, in the kingdom of Ire- 
land ; a messuage and tenement called Legram 
alias Leithgram house, with the appurtenances 
in Bolland cum Leithgram in the county of 
Lancaster, late the estate of William Bolton ; * 
one annuity or yearfy payment of 200/. issuing 
out of, and charged upon part of the estate- of 
James late earl of Derwentwater, and payable 
during the life of Charles Radcliffe, brother to 
the said late earl of Derwentwater ; the manor 
of Twickenham in the county of Middlesex, , 
late the estate of Henry late lord viscount 
Boftngbroke ; and in and to the estate late of 
Roger Dicconson, in the county of Lancaster ; 
will be severally exposed to sale by way of cant 
or auction before the said commissioners and 
trustees at their office in Figtree Coart, Inner 
Temple, London, where particulars of the said 
estates will be ready to be delivered on Monday 
the 24th instant. Samuel Allen, Secretary." 

And your Committee found a printed Parti- 
cular of the said late earl's estate set up to sale, 
pursuant to the notice before, intituled, * A 
' Rental of the estates late lord Derwentwater's, 
' in the counties of Northumberland and Cum- 
' beriand,' in the body of which particular there is 
likewise inserted an estate in the county Palatine 
of Durham, which estates are there declared^ 
be subject to an annuity of 200/. payable to 
Charles Radcliffe during his life, asfalso to other 
annuities and incumbrances therein mentioned : 
and at the end of the rental it is inserted, That 
the above estate was to.be sold during the con- 
tinuance of an estate in tail mail vested in 
Charles Radcliffe, younger brother of the said 
late earl, in remainder expectant on the death - 
of John Radcliffe, only son of the said late earl, 
under age, and without issue male. 

Hereupon inspecting the Minute Book, 
wherein the proceedings of the said commis- 
sioners were each day entered, your committee 
found, that on the 11th of July, 1723, the be- 
fore- mentioned annuity is there declared to be 
sold to Robert Hackett, esq.; for 1205/. with- 
out the arrears, pursuant to an order of the 
board the day before. 

But in the book, in which the contracts of 
the respective purchasers of the forfeited es- 
tates are entered, on the days such contracts 
were made, no contract for the sale of the said 
annuity appeared to be entered; and your 
committee observe among the contracts, dated 
11th of Jufy, two leaves are torn out, and in the 
same place a loose leaf is pinned in, on which 
appeared to be entered a contract for the pur- 
chase of the aforesaid annuity, signed Robert 
Hackett; which loose leaf no way* tallies to 
the remaining part of either of the leaves torn 
oat. 

In the Minute Book, where the proceedings 
of die 24th of July are entered^ k is there men- 
tioned, That, Mr. Hackett having refused to 
perforaa hh contract, tha said annuity should 
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be" put up again Do sale on Tuesday then next 
following. 

And in the Book of Contracts your Com- 
mittee found a Contract signed Mattb. White, 
and dated the 30th of the same July, in which 
he is declared purchaser of the said Annuity 
of 200/. together with all the arrears thereof, 
from the Attainder of the said Charles Rad- 
ciiffe, for the sum of 1,301/. Is. and no more. . 

Upon which your Committee inspected the 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the -30th of July, 
aud found only the names of two of the Com- 
missioners, Mr. Serjeant Birch, and Mr. Bond, 
entered, as- present that day ; and no notice 
taken, that tlie said Annuity was either put up 
to sale by cant or auction, or. sold ; though in 
the aforesaid Contract, White is declared to be 
the best bidder:* nor did it appear to your 
Committee by any of the books or minutes, 
that the Commissioners ever demanded from, 
Hackett the forfeitures directed to be paid by 
the Act, for not performing his contract. 

In the Minute Book, among the proceedings 
of the 11th of July 1723, your Committee found, 
that the estates of the late earl of Derwent- 
water, in the counties of Northumberland and 
Cumberland,, were sold to William Smith, esq. ; 
of Billiter square, London, for 1,060/. But 
upon inspecting the Book of Contracts, where 
those dated the 11th of the same July are 
entered, your Committee found no such Con- 
tract entered there ; hut two leaves appeared 
! to be torn out ; and after several contracts 
dated between the 11th and the 30th of the 
same month, a contract is entered, signed Wil- 
' liam Smith, ani dated, as on the 11th; by 
which the estate tail vested in Charles Rad- 
clifFe in remainder, expectant on the death of 
John Radeliffe, without issue male : and also 
the reversion m fee of the said late earl's 
estates in Northumberland and; Cumberland* 
subject to the charges and annuities n^ntiooed 
in the printed particular, are sold to the said 
Smith for 1,060/. 

It also appeared to your Committee by an 
origioal Precept, sealed, and signed with the 
names of four Commissioners, and directed to 
the said William Smith, requiring him to pay 
into the Exchequer 1060/. that the said money 
was for the purchase of part of the estate of 
the late earl of Derwent water, in the counties 
of Northumberland aud Cumberland. 

Upon examining, the Books, where copies- of 
the several Conveyances are. entered, your 
Committee found* that, in pursuance of the last 
mentioned Contract, a Conveyance was exe- 
cuted by the said Commissioners, dated the 
28 th of September, 1723, whereby the said late 
earl's estates , in the counties of Northumber- 
land and Cumberland, and the County palatine 
of Durham, are conveyed to the said Smith. 

It appearing to your Committee in the course 
of their examination, that leaves have been 
torn, or cut out, eras em en ts made, and inter- 
lineations inserted, in the Minute Book and 
Book of Contracts, they first examined in the 
most, soles**, awuiery Mtv George TurbtU; 
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who said, that he was formerly Register to the 
Commissioners for the sale of the forfeited 
estates, and is now Keeper- of the Records- and 
Papers belonging to the said Commission;; 
that, since the said records and papers were 
delivered to him by Mr. Allen* the toes secre- 
tary to the said commissioners,, they have never 
beeu out of his custody, nor l*ave any altera- 
tions been made in them, to his knowledge* 
since that time. 

That the first time he observed leaves to ht 
torn out of the Book of Contracts, was when 
Mr. Smith lately applied to him for copies of 
some claims, and the contract for sale of the 
late lord Derwent water's estate; upon the ex- 
aminant's searching for the said contract (winea* 
is dated the 11th of July, 1723), it was act- 
entered among the contracts of that date* 
but leaves had been there torn out ; and 
he found it entered,, subsequent to another 
contract, dated the 30th of the same July 

Being shewn a loose leaf,, on which is entered 
the contract for the sale of Mr. RadchiTs an- 
nuity to Hackett, and asked, where he found* 
that leaf, he answered, he found it at the e&A 
of the contract book, but- pinned it iate the 
place, where he thought it belonged^ and? 
the first time he saw it, was, when- the be- 
foremen tioned application was made to him by 
Smith. 

Mr. Samuel Allen, being also examined i» 
the most solemn manner, said, That he <»> as- ap- 
pointed by the said commissioners, first to he 
their solicitor, and afterward^ . upon the re- 
moval of the late Mr. Martin,, to be tt^eir se- 
cretary ; that he always locked up the book el 
contracts in the commissioners room ; and upon 
his making inquiry lately among Martin's clerks? 
how leaves came to be torn out of the said* 
book, they could give him no account of thati 
matter. 

The book being shewn him, where Smith's* 
contract, dated the 11th of July, ie entered, 
subsequent to one dated the 30tb; and he 
asked the reason of it,, be answered, 3* wee 
wrote by one Cooke, a clerk at that time in the 
office; and the exaroinant believed the first 
contract was torn out, and another was. after- 
wards made, and antedated; and he said,, he 
believed, that several leaves* had- been torn out, 
before he entered upon the office of secretary, 
and might afterwards* but he never tore out 
any himself, nor did he remember* he gave any 
orders for, so doing; if he did, it was when con- 
tracts, entered wrong by the olerksy have been 
torn out by the commissioners order ; for he* 
should never have given such orders himself 
without their direction. 

He further said, That he believed several 
•leaves, between the 11th and 16th of Ju4y, 
172$, might be cut out of the said book, whifc* 
in his custody, but he knows nothing, of the 
loose leaf beforementiooed, nor that there* was 
any loose leaf in the said book, when he 
delivered it to Mr. Turbill : however, that these 
was not any at teat timey he would not post* 
tivejy; affirm. 
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Mr. William Cooke, being examined in toe 
roost solemn manner, said. That he was regis- 
tring clerk to the commissioners, and ingrossing 
olerk of the decrees. 

Upon his being, shewn the loose leaf, whereon 
is entered Hackett's contract mentioned before, 
and examined in relation thereto, he said. 
That contract was of his hand-writing, he some- 
tines entering contracts, when the clerk, whose 
business it was to do it, was otherwise em* 
ployed; but being so long since, he could not 
remember whether he wrote it in a book, or on 
» loose sheet of paper > but he did not remember, 
that he ever wrote any contract on a loose 
leaf. 

f He likewise said, That Mr. White's contract 
for the purchase of Mr. Radoliffe's annuity, 
<iated the 30th of July, 1733, and Mr. Smith's 
eon tract dated the 14th of the same months 
were of his hand writing ; but he could not 
remember the days of the month, on which he 
wrote the same ; yet he believed, by the order 
in which they are entered in the book, that 
Smith's contract, dated the 11th, was wrote 
after White's dated the 30th. And he said 
he had his directions concerning this contract 
of Smith's, fro» one Mr. Harris only. 

i Mr. John Harris, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, That he was clerk 
under the secretary to the said commis- 
sioners ; and being asked, from whom he had 
the draught of Mr. Smith's contract, dated the 
11th of July, and entered subsequent to 
White's of the 30th, he answered, he bad it 
from Mr. Allen, but remembered no orders he 
gave to Cooke relating thereto, though Cooke 
sometimes assisted him. 1 

Being asked, if he never observed any leaves 
to be torn out of the Book of Contracts, he 
said, the first time he did, was at his former 
examination before your Committee; but he 
believed it had been a practice in the office to 
tear ohem out, when mistakes . have happened 
in the writing, or the particular of an estate 
has been defective, or a better title hat been 
made appear, but then it was never done with- 
out order from the board of Commissioners. 

He further said', That be always attended 
the sales of the forfeited estates, and- particu- 
larly remembered; he was present the lltb of 
July, 1?23, when the late lord Derwentwater's 
estate was set up to sale : and he believed, ic 
was then sold to Mr. Smith; that the con- 
tract was entered that day in the book ; and 
he believed he was witness to it, because he 
was witness to the other contracts entered the 
same day. 

Then ho was shewn the Book of Contracts; 
and not finding it entered among 1 the other 
contracts of that date witnessed by hhn, the 
exam i riant said, he believed itr was torn or cut 
tot, but by whom or at what time tins wae 
doae, he cooM not remember* » 

Whereupon he was directed to declare what 
be knew or had heard relating to this matter ; 
and he informed your Committee, That Mr. 
Aiienaad bimsetf wen* to Mr. Smith, Sir know 



of him the particulars of mV eon tract being cut ' 
out, and at what time it was done. 1 Mr. Smigfcr 
told them, be believed it was done upon hie 
application to the board of conroisstonersv 
when he made k appear to them, that they 
had a better estate or interest left in them* 
than what they had sold to biui ; and there- 
fore he had got an onder for a new contract^ 
the draught of which Smith* (upon the, txa- 
minant's asking him) saidv he believed* wne 
made out by the late Mr. Moor, who was then 
master of the references: The ex ami nan t then 
asking Smith, who tore out the first contract ; 
his answer was, Ho did not see k torn out, no* 
did he know who did it, but he believed it we# 
done the 30th of July ; the examinant said 5 , 
Mr. Smith did not mention the names of the* 
commissioners present the day this order wa# 
made ; but upon Allen's asking bimy from 
whom he had this intelligence' of the additional 
estate, Smith answered, From Mr. Moor. 

Mr. Allen in his examination confirmed what 
Mr. Harris said in relation to that which Smith 
told Harris and him, and added likewise, that 
Smith said, the new contract was made mf 
the same consideration as the former. 

Mr. Tnrbill also in his examination gave in- 
formation* to your Committee, that Mr. Smid* 
had, since this enquiry began, given htm the 
same account in relation to the vacating hi* 
first contract, and that Smifh told him, the* 
upon his application to the commissioners, ano* 
ther contract was made about 20 days after, 
but dated as on the 1 1th of July. . 

And Mr. Turbill in another part of his exa- 
mination said, That some time after the deself 
of Mr. RadclhTe, son to the late earl of Dfeiw 
wentwater, the examinant then heme, in the 
country, Mr. Smith wrote him a letter, ac* 
qnaii i ting him; that now Mr. Rndfeltne wa# 
dead, they should want copies of several 
claims and decrees. 

Hereupon, Mr. Turbill was asked, if he knew 
what Mr. Smith meant when he made use of 
the word ' They and he answered, he sup- " 
posed he meant other persons that were linketf 
with him in the purchase. 

The examinant being asked, if he knew wlicr 
those persons were ; he said, he had 1 often heard 
Mr. Smith say, that Mr. John Bone), sir Joseph 
Ejles, and Mr. White (the purchaser of Mr. 
Radcliffe's annuity) were concerned in the 
purchase of the said late earl's land estate 
and the examinant said, he remembered, Mr. 
Smith toid him, that on the t-lth of July, the? 
day of the sale of this estate, he, the said 
Smith, upon seeing' the printed particular of 
the estate hang up in the office, asked one or 
more of the persons ahovenamed, if they would? 
be concerned in a lottery ; and the examinant 
thought he mentioned White; that since this* 
enquiry the examinant has also heard Smith 
say, Tltot he and White were jointly concerned! 
in tfhe purchase of the annuity >; but he did ho* 
mention, whether ebey were concerned at tm* 
time of the purchase, or since. 

Your Committee* also eaammed Mr; Me* 

t 
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and the other dated the 30th of the same month, 
and directed to Matthew White, esq. to pay 
likewise 1,201/. Is. Od. for the purchase of Mr. 
RadclifiVs annuity payable thereout : Both 
which precepts were sealed, and are signed 
with the names of Dennis Bond, John Birch, 
John Eyles and Thomas Hales. 

Upon notice being taken by your Committee 
of some words, or memorandum wrote on the 
precept, dated the 11th of July ; 

Mr. Cbocke said, That a person came to pay 
money, pursuant to that precept, on the 29th 
of the same July, but went back and came 
again, and paid it in oh the 31st. 

Mr. Allen was afterwards called in, and be- 
ing shewed the said precepts, and examined, he 
said at first, That he wrote the names of sir 
John Eyles and sir Tito. Hales to both of them; 
afterwards he owned himself mistaken as to sir 
John Eyles's name being signed by the exami- 
nant to that of the 11th of July ; but said, he 
signed sir Thomas Hales'snameto it; and both 
their names to that of the 30th. 

Being a*ked where he signed them, he said 
in the board room, when only Mr. ' Serjeant 
Birch and Mr. Bond were present ; that they - 
never matfe any objection to his signing, but 
upon several occasions have called upon him 
to do it. 

He was then asked, if sir Thomas Hales 
never left orders for the examinant to sign, 
after he has been gone ; and he answered, he 
believed he had several limes ; but whether sir 
Thomas Hales was present that day, or not, he 
could not tell. 

Beiug asked, whether he had not entered the 
names of Commissioners in the Minute Book, 
as present, though they were absent ; and being 
shewn the Minute ofthellth of July, 1723, 
where the names of four Commissioners are 
entered, as present, viz. Mr. Serjeant Birch, 
Mr. Bond, sir John Eyles, and sir Thomas 
Hales; he said, be believed he entered the 
names of sir John Eyles, and sir Thomas Hales, 
as present,* though absent, to tally with their 
uames, which he had put to the "warrants or 
contracts of the day. 

Then he was shewn the Minute of the 30th 



and Mr. Turbill, whether notice had been given 
of Mr. Radcliff's annuity being put up to sale, 
after that Mr. Hackett went off from his bar- 
gain, as mentioned before. 

And Mr. Allen said, that he believed no no* 
tice was given of a second sale of 'the said an- 
nuity, nor did he remember that he ever had 
any orders for such notice. 

Mr. Turbill saidjikewise, that he never had 
any orders for notice of that sale himself, nor 
knew, of any given to others ; neither had he 
any notes of bidding at such second sale. 

By the Minute Book of the proceedings of 
the said commissioners, and by the Book of 
Contracts, it appeared to your Committee, that 
several contracts for sales bear date respec- 
tively on the days on which the names of two 
of the commissioners only are entered as pre- 
sent, in the minutes of those days proceedings. 

And Mr. Allen being examined, whether 
any estates had been sold, when four commis- 
sioners were not present ; 
. He said, that on the 30th of July, the im- 
propriate tythesof Bucklebury, the estate of 
the late lord Bolingbroke, was sold to one Sa- 
muel Child fbr 2,025/. and Mr.. White's con- 
tract for Mr. Radcliffe's annuity was executed 
and witnessed by him, when only two commis- 
sioners, Mr. Serjeant Birch aud Mr. Bond, were 
present ; and had there been any sale that day, 
the examinant should have known it, being 
present all that day, and the minutes of his 
writing; and if any other commissioners had 
been present, he should have entered their 
names in the minutes ; for he believed he never 
forgot at any time to enter therein the names 
of the commissioners that were preseut, 

Mr. Harris likewise said in bis examination, 
That he happening to come irtto the board room 
the said 30th of July upon business, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Birch and Mr. Bond were there, and he 
does not remember that on, that day any other 
commissioners were present. 

Then 3\Ir. Allen was asked by your Commit- 
tee, whether to supply the defect of a sufficient 
number of commissioners at the board, such 
commissioners as were-absent, have not after- 
wards set their names to papers or instruments, 
or ordered others to do it for them : And 

He answered, That he. bad set sir John 
Eyles's name to contracts, as if he had been 
present ; and that he had a general direction 
from sir John Eyles and sir Thomas Hales, to 
set their names to warrants, precepts, contracts, 
or any thing done at the board ; that they knew 
he did it, and approved of it ; otherwise he 
should not have ventured to have done it; and 
he said, he had those orders soon after he offi- 
ciated as secretary ; but he had no such orders 
from any of the other commissioners, nor did 
l)e know of any such orders given to others. 

Mr*. Cbocke laid before your Committee*, 
pursuant to their order, two original precepts 
£fom the said commissioners, the one dated the 
11th of July, lf23, and directed to Win. Smith, 
esq. to pay into the exchequer, 1,060/. for the 
purchase of (tart of lord Derwentwater's estate, 



of the same July, where the names of Mr. Ser- 
jeant Birch and Mr. Bond only are entered, as 
present, and being asked, why he did not then 
enter the names of sir John Eyles, and sir Tho- 
mas Hales, he said, he could not recollect the 
reason of that particular. 

He was then examined, upon what occasion 
sir John Eyles, and sir Thomas Hales, gave him 
orders to sign their names, when absent ; and 
he answered, it was for want of a sufficient 
number of Commissioners present at the board 
to dispatch business ; but when any business of 
consequence was to be transacted, sir John 
Eyles has been sent for, and has often attended 
upon such notice; and at other times the 
examinant has waited on him at bis house, with 
contracts for him to sign. 

Being further examined, he said, That he 
never extended this power to any deeds of con* 
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veyance, or to any thing, but what he then ap- 
prehended to be matters of form ; and that, 
when this power was given him, the limitation 
was to matters of form. ~ 

He was thereupon asked, What he appre- 
hended to be matters of form ; and his answer 
was, a great many things ; such as orders for 
persons to attend to give their testimony ; for 
"persons to appear, and give in their claims ; and 
precepts for paying money into the exchequer; 
and what the act directed to be signed by four of 
the Commissioners, he then did take to be 
matters of form ; hut he could not spy, he took 
the attendance of four of the Commissioners, as 
required by the act, to be a matter of form. 

Being asked, whether he thought contracts 
for sales of estates were matters of form, he 
said, he did at that time take them to be so f 
and said, that the Commissioners -signed and 
' sealed the contracts they gave to the purchaser 
(when demanded) at the same time that the 
purchaser signed his, but the same was not 
sealed or delivered in the manner that deeds 
are, when executed ; and that which the pur- 
Chaser signed, was always witnessed ; and that 
he looked upon these contracts to bind the Com- 
missioners to execute the bargains of sale to the 
purchaser, according as the act directs. 

Upon which he was asked, if he ever put his 
hand and seal to any of those contracts ; he 
said, he had signed the names of shr John Eyles 
and sir Thomas Hales to contracts,' and sealed 
them with a seal that was in the office, but that 
he never had shr John Eyles'* or sir Thomas 
Hales'sseal; and he never remembered any' 
contracts to be signed out of the board room, 
cither by the Commissioners or purchasers. 

Being asked, whether Smith and White, at 
the time their contracts were signed, made any 
objection to there being hut two Commissioners 
present, or to his signing thereto the names of 
air John Eyles and sir Thomas Hales, he an- 
swered, they made no objection, nor could he. 
say, they saw him sign, any otherwise than as 
they were at the board the time the extminant 
signed them. ' 

Mr. Harris (as being witness to all the con- 
tracts dated the 11th of July) was asked, whe- 
ther Mr. Smith made any objection to Mr. Al- 
len's signing sir Thomas Hales's name to his 
contract made the 1 1th; and he said, he re- 
membered no objection made by Smith! 

But in another part of liis Examination, he 
informed your Committee, that having occasion 
to go into the board room on the 30th of July, 
he saw Mr. Allen sign sir John F.yles's name to 
Smith's contract made that day, and dated the 
llth; and he more particularly remembers 
this, because it is the last contract entered in ' 
rhe book. 

Mr. William Marwood, being examined in 
the most solemn manner, said, he was formerly 
clerk to the master of the references ; and to the 
be*t of hi* remembrance he attended at the sale 
, of the late lord Derwentwater's estate on the 
llth of July, and carried in the notes of bidding 
at that sale, when Mr. Smith was then declared 
the bett bidder. 



Being asked, -who were the Commissioners 
then present, he answered there were four, but 
could not name any besides Mr. Serjeant Birch, 
who was then in the chair ; and that he never 
saw a sale without four. < 

He was asked several times," if he could be 
positive there were four present on the 51th of 
July ; and he said, he could not be positive, but 
on the best of his remembrance and belief, he 
thought; there were four present. 

Your Committee observing, that in the 
printed particular of the lord Derwentwater't 
estate, the vatue is there computed to be 5,013/. 
per annum, and the timber valued at 4,500/. 
they examined in the most solemn manner, 

Mr. Henry Rod bourne ; who said, that about 
three years ago he was upon the estate ; thai 
the same is improveable ; and there are several 
lead mines upon it; and that he computed the 
value of the estate, with the profits of the 
mines, which are worked, to be about 6,300/. 
oM>,400/. per annum, and the estate is in* 
creased since the time of sale about 2, 3 of 
400/. per annum. He also said, that since the 
late, earl's death, his son had only a power to 
grant leases during the term -of his minority, 
and for that reason the mines have been neg- 
lected ; but if the said estate and mines were to 
be let out upon leases fur the term of SI and 
.31 years, the whole might, according to his 
judgment, be made worth about 9,000/. per 
annum. 

Mr. Joseph Studeley, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, That he was present 
the llth of July, 1723, when the late lord Der- 
wentwater's estate was put up to sale at 2,000/. 
that the examinant came to bid for it at the de- 
sire of one Mr. Pensoo, but no person bidding 
for it, while be stayed, and other estates being 
set up to sale before he came away, he thought 
it would not be sold that day, and therefore he 
went and told Mr. Penson (who waited for him) 
that he believed the estate would not be sold, 
that day, and had the examinant thought it 
would, he should have staved, for he came on 
purpose to bid for it by Mr. Penson's orders, 
but was not to bid, untill others had bid before ; 
and further said, that when an estate had been 
setup, and nobody bid, it was usual to put it 
up at a lower price the same day. 

Being asked, what one Tooke had told him 
in relation to this affair ; he answered, v that 
about a week after Tooke told him, it was a 
hustled-up clandestine sale : and Tooke then 
belonged to the office : whereupon, 

Mr. Nicholas Tooke, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, that he did not re- 
member he' had any such conversation with 
Studeley, but had conversed with Studeley seve- 
ral times* 

But he said, that he was at the sale of the 
late lord Derwentwater's estate, and having 
occasion to speak with sir Thomas " Hales, he 
sent his servant from an outward room into the 
office, to know if he was there ; and he brougltt 
him word, that he was not there ; but the exa- 
minant did not know, whether rir Thomas Hales 
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might not come after lie went away ; for that 
fee stayed ftot above an hour in the forenoon, 
tyit went away before the estate was sold ; and 
when it was first put up, the e*aminant was not 
there. 

JVIr. Smith, the pure t laser of thjs estate, was 
■nnynoii«d to attend your Committee ; but they 
4M not think it proper to oblige him to be e*ar 
mined : and therefore, upon the question being 
asked him, whether he was willing to he exa- 
mined touching the subject wetter of their en- 
quiry ; .the next day he acquainted ypur Com- 
Jpi^Cj that he hoped, they would not take it 
assise, if /he declined such examination. 



Ordered, That the said Report be taken into 
consideration to-morrow se'n night. And that 
such a number of copies be printed, as shall be 
sufficient for the use of the Members. 

Sir. Denis Bend, Mr. Baron Birch, sir Tho- 
oaas Hales, sir John Eyles, Mr. John Bond, and 
ajr Joseph Eyles, being named in the said Re- 
port ; and it appearing to be the sense of the 
House, that they should promise to attend in 
their places to-morrow se'nnight ; they severally 
Stood up in their places, and declared, that they 
would attend accordingly. 
- Ordered, That all the Members of this House, 
who are in and about the town, do attend the ser- 
vice pf the House to-morrow se'nnight ; and 
that no member do presume to go out of town, 
without leave of the Hons*, 

T The Bill, ' For securing the Freedom of J*nr- 
liaments* read the third time, and thrown out.] 
March 2S. The Bill, * For the better securing 
the Freedom of Parliaments, by farther quali- 
fying members to sit in the House of Commons/ 
Was read the third time, and the question being 
put, that the Bill do pass, it was carried in the 
negative, by 66 votes against 60. Then a mo- 
tion was made, That a Committee be appointed 
to inquire, whether'any member of that House 
did sit in the House contrary to law; but the 
question being put, it passed in the negative, by 
83 votes* against 37. 

Debate in the Lords on the Billfor reviving 
tie Salt Duty.Ji March 92. A Bill from *he 
Commons, " For reviving the Duties on Salt 
ftr fhe Term therein mentioned," was read the 
frsfctitne, and a motion being made for a second 
reading thereof, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 40 voices against 

March 27. The said BUI was read a second 
time; and a motion being made for committing 
the same, 

The Earl of Winchelsea stood up, and spoke 
a* follows: 

My Lords; This House has often, with great 
honour to itself, and much to the advantage of 
the nation, opposed and defeated measures 
which had been first broached in the other 
House, when it appeared that such measures 

?inded to the ruin and dissolution of boffe. 
his is, a privilege we are indulged with- by our 
tapTO MMfitatw% , mi we acre* \ms under 
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a greater necessity of exerting this .pai i i i igt 
than we are at present. We never , bad n ant 
favourable opportunity *e/ shewing a disiateresi- 
ed regard forvthe true happiness and welfitreof 
the people than we now, have* The Bill now 
before us, though brought *a by the represen- 
tatives of the people, is a Bill the snoot lnicaihv 
ons and the most oppressive upon the people of 
any Bill that ever was brought into either Home 
of Parliament. I cannot, my Lords, but calf 
it a most iniquitous and oppressive Bill, became 
there is thereby a most heavy burden laid npea 
the poor, and a most unequal tax upon the sat* 
jects of this part of the united kingdoms! Tbeoi 
is indeed, by this Bill, a very great favour 
shewn to the Northern parts of this island. 
This favour is really assort of corruption npoa 
the members from that part of the kingdow % 
and I must say, that if ever corruption was m 
any case commendable, it is in the present; 
their approbation of this Bill is engaged by 
shewing a partiality which they ore n o way k- 
titled to by the articles of the Union, or by any 
/Stipulation since. 

. I am, my Lords, very far from arguing for, or 
desiring that this duty should be laid upon tit 
people in that part of the island :■ Upon tbt 
contrary, I shall always be against it to the w> 
most of my power, because 1 am persuaded tint 
the people of that part of the island cannot 
bear to pay so heavy and so grievous a duty j 
But for that very reason I am against this b*u\ 
for I think that no tax ought to he laid on mt 
the current service of the year, but sucjr as tbt 
whole nation may be able to contribute a share 
to: it is raised for the service of tbe whole, 
and therefore every part ought to bear its equal 
share. . If things are fairly and impartially con* 
sidered, I am persuaded it will appear* that tbt 
Southern parts of the island are as unable to 
bear so heavy a burden as the Northern, parts ' 
are, and I hope there will be in this House an 
equal regard shewn to all parts of tbe king- 
dom. We ought ,to be ready to do oil the fa- 
vour we can to every part, without shewing a 
partiality to any. And as Scotland may ie 
some manner be looked on as the wife of Eng- 
land, we ought to be most careful not to allow 
any minister to debauch her, by shewing any 
particular favours to that part of the island, ae 
by laying burthens upon others, which thaw 
are not to be subjected to. 

The Lord Carteret spoke next. 

My Lords; 

I must recommend, it to your lordships ta 
consider how this duty upon Salt came to be 
taken off. It is but two years ago, and there- 
fore your lordships must all remember, that it 
was upon a most gracious recommendation front 
the throne. His Majesty, who always consi- 
ders the good of his subjects in g*ueff*l,recon>* 
mended to both Houses of Parliatiaent the 
easing of the poor of this nation The words 
made use of by bis Majesty on that occasion, 
ate so moving and so compassionate •; I bare 
senaated them »o qfaft ***** ge*Uej*»e* iet*t» 
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country, that I have long had them fixed in my 
memory : However, upon the present occasion, 
I turned to them again, and for the more cer- 
tainty I have taken them down in writing : They 
were as follows, " You will see by the/Ac- 
, counts that will be laid before you, the state, 
produce, and application of the Sinking Fund, 
as far as hath been hitherto directed by act of 
parliament ; and you will not fail t6 take into 
consideration the farther disposition of the 
growing produce: You are the best judges 
whether the circumstances of the Siuking Fund 
and of the National Debt, will as yet admit of 
giving any ease where the duties are most griev- 
ous. I have the greatest regard for the Sinking 
Fund, and I look with compassion upon the 
hardships of the poor artificers and manufac- 
turers. I leave it to your determination, what 
may reasonably, and with due caution, be done 
upon this critical consideration.*'* 

These, my I,ords, ' were the words of his 
Majesty's most gracious Speech from the throne 
but two years ago. From these it appears that 
•his Majesty looks upon the poor artificers and 
manufacturers of this nation, as the greatest 
objects of pity and compassion, and as the first 
that ought to be relieved. Then k was judged 
by both Houses of Parliament, that no tax was 
so grievous, no tax lay so heavy upon them as 
this tax upon Salt, and therefore it was taken 
off. Though the duties then raised upon salt 
stood engaged for the payment of some of the 
public debts, yet so unanimous was the voice 
of king, parliament, and people at that time 
against this tax, that nothing could be a bar to 
the taking it off; even the creditors of the pub- 
lic voluntarily gave up their security, in order 
to second his Majesty's good intentions, and to ' 
get the nation set free from such a heavy bur- 
then. But what are we now going about ? We 
are now going to defeat and disappoint bis Ma- 
jesty's most gracious intentions for the relief of 
the most distressed part of his subjects, before 
they have -tasted any thing of the benefit that 
was designed them by both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, in pursuance of his Majesty's recom- 
mendation from the throue. For my own part, 
I always looked upon the abolishing of the 
Salt- tax as the pure effect of his Majesty's love 
and affection for his people; I always consi- 
dered it as such, and in all the countries where 
J have been since that time, have made so much 
ute of it as an argument for proving how much 
his Majesty has the good of his people at heart, 
that if I had no other reason to be against this 
bill, I must be against it outt>f respept to his 
Majesty, and for supporting that argument 
which I have so often made use of, in favour of 
our present happy establishment. • 

I nave many reasons, my Lords, for being 
against this grievous, this pernicious, this insup- 
portable tax, some of which I shall beg leavO 
to lay before your lordships. In the first place, 
it is a most grievous and a most unequal tax 
upon the poor labourers, the tradesmen and the 

• See;p,7<5& 
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manufacturers. Those very people who, but 
two years ago, were recommended to us' by his 
Majesty as the greatest objects of pity, are, by 
this tax, to be the most heavily loaded. The 
poorer a man is, the more salt provisions is ha 
obliged to consume, and consequently* the more 
he will be obliged to pay towards this tax ; 
such is the cruelty thereof, that the most 
wretched are thereby the most heavily loaded ; 
such the injustice, that the more a man has, 
the less is he obliged to pay towards, the public 
expence; the rich generally live upon fresh 
provisions, but a poor man must live upon salt 
meat, or he must eat no meat at all. By such 
methods we shall soon banish all the artificers 
and manufacturers out of the kingdom. We 
know how ready some of our neighbours are to 
receive them', and to give them all possible en- 
couragement. We know how much they are 
already loaded with taxes in this countVy. 
They can have none of (he comforts of life, 
without paying mueh dearer for them, than 
in any other country ; and now we are going 
to take from them, or at least to make them pay 
severely for the very/ necessaries of life, for that 
without which they cannot'' subsist. How can 
we expect to preserve either our trade or our 
manufactures, if we are once deserted by that 
useful body of people the artificers and the 
manufacturers? and how can we expect to 
keep them in our country, if we go on thus 
every year loading them with taxes, while our 
neighbours are declaring them free from 'aH 
imposts and duties, and doing all that is iit 
their power to intice them away from us ? 

At the same time that this tax is an intole- 
rable load upon our trade, and an insupportable 
burthen upon our poor, it wHl bring no ease, it 
will bring no relief to the padded gentlemen, 
but must really at last prove to be the ruin and 
destruction of the landed interest. It is not, 
my lords, the land taxes which the landed gen- 
tlemen have paid, that have brought them into 
so many difficulties, but it is the many excises 
which they have been subject to, that has ruined 
their lands as well as themselves. It is a certain 
maxim, that the more .taxes are laid upon the 
home produce, the cheaper it must always be 
sold by the producer, and the dearer it will al- 
ways cost the consumer : the dealers between 
the producer arid the consumer are the only 
persons who get any thing by the laying oa of 
duties and excises. We know that there never 
was a duty laid upon any produce, either foreign 
or domestic, but what raised the price to the 
consumer more in proportion than what the 
duty amounted to ; and at the same time the 
dealer or retailer made' use of that duty,* as a 
good argument for running down the price he* 
was to pay to the producer or importer.' 5 If is 
by this our landed gentlemen, as well as their' 
estates, have been undone. The many excises* 
and duties now raised in this nation, eat up the 5 
yearly income of the gentleman's estate, and* 
the farmers being obliged to sell the produce of 
their lands at a> cheap rate, and to pay .dear for 
all those necessaries which they do not nor can 
• 3X 
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produce, they cannot therefore be able to pay 
to high a rent as formerly to the landlord. 
Thus the landed gentleman 19 doubly undone ; 
for while bis income is eat up by the excises he 
pays for what is made use of in his own family, 
his rents are -diminished, or his tenants are 
broke, by the excises paid by them. 

A gentleman of 100/. a year, whose estate as 
to the land tax is computed al the full value, 

. pays 20/. a year-outrpf it, when the -land tax is 
at 4$. in the pound ; that, it is true, reduces his 
estate, to 80/. a year; but that is only for one 
year, he may be free of the land tax the next 
year, and then his 100/. comes whole and entire 
to him. But^if by raising excises and duties in 
place of that 45. iu the pound land tax, you 

'»ake the supporting of bis family 20/. a year 
dearer to him than it was be fore, is not that 20/. 
taken from his estate? can he then live better 
for his 100/. than he could have done before for 
his 80/. a year ? he is therefore no gainer by this 
ease as to the land tax. But mark the conse- 
quence; these duties and excises fall heavy 
upon his tenants as well as upon him ; the sup- 
porting of their families comes now to be dearer 
to them than it was before, and therefore the 
rents must have been before so' low that the 
landlord might have raised them, or it will now 
be impossible for the tenants to continue paying 
the same rents they formerly did ; so that very* 
probably the yearly rents of his estate may be 
reduced to 8o£ a'year, out of which if you de- 
duct the SO/, a year he is obliged to pay as an 
additional expence for the support of his own 
family;' there will remain to him hut 60/. a year; 
and his estate as to the land tax being still va- 
laed at 100/. a year, if yon are obliged in two 
•vr threcyears after to lay on again the land tax 
of As. in the pound, this gentleman most pay 
60/. a year out of the 60i. his estate was reduced 
to ; and thus by pretending to give him an ease 
as to the land tax for one year, you at last re- 
duce his estate to less than one half of the real 
¥alue; it is now but just one half of what he 
Jwid formerly to spend yearly, when he paid a 
laud tax of 4s. in the pound. This has in many 
Cases been the consequence of laying duties and 
excises in place of land taxes ; and the more 
frequently this destructive measure is pursued, 
the more general will this consequence be. 
Tenants must live and support their families 
out of the produce of their farms; they must 
pay the duties and excises of those things that 
are absolutely necessary for the support of their 
families, or for the manuring of their farms ; 
the deficiency (if any be) must always faU upon 
the landlord. Those tenants that were at a 

low rent have perhaps hitherto supported it, and 
j>aid their rents, notwithstanding the many do/ 
ties and excises they have been obliged to pay ; 
hat it is still a loss to the landlord, because if it 
had -not been for those duties and excises paid_ 
fey- the tenant, the landlord might have raised' 
his rents much more than any land tax that ever 
was laid on in this kingdom would have amount- 
ed to. 

Theiait no nation iu th? world that has 



more occasion than we have at present to raise 

money in the roost frugal way, and in that waj 
- which is (he least expensive to the people. We 
know, my lords, hy sad experience, what a 
vast difference there is between the gross and 
the net produce of this duty upon salt: It 
never produced above 190,000/. per annum, 
and by the most modest computation, there is 
above twice that sum yearly raised upon the 
people of England only, by the means of this 
tax : Every man knows, that the yearly ex- 
pence of raising it is at least 25,000/. this for 
three years amoonts to 75,000/. and if to this 
we add the interest that must be paid upon 
borrowing the money, the whole will amount 
to 100,000/. which isthe sum the nation must 
pay hy way of charges, for the raising this 
500,000/. that is wanted for the current ser- 
vice of the year* This is a fact that cannot be 
contested by the greatest favourer of this ex- 
traordinary scheme ; I do not doubt but that 
it will cost the nation a great deal^more; but 
I make this calculation from what most be al- 
lowed even by those who are the most sanguine 
promoters thereof. Can any man then say, 
that this is a frugal way of raising monej? 
How hard will it be to make the people pay 
such an extravagant charge, especially how, 
when there »s no necessity for it? By this Bill 
we are again put into that destructive method 
of funding and anticipating of taxes, which is 
a method that never ought to he followed but 
4n cases of the utmost necessity. During the 
last war our necessity was our excuse: but 
now we have no necessity to plead ; it is meer 
gaytt't de ceur : Can that ever be allowed of 
as an excuse for our entailing heavy and per- 
' oicious taxes upon our posterity ? 

As to that part of the kingdom called Nortk 
Britain, there is indeed a partiality shewn: 
but even this partiality is no real favour, any 
otherwise than only as being a less injury : 
The laying on of this tax in place of the shil- 
ling in the pound land-tax, is doing a very great 
injury to the whole kingdom ; and all the fa- 
vour that can be pretended to be shewn to the 
northern parts, is, that the injury is not so great 
with respect tQ. them, as it is with respect to 
the southern parts of Britain. . When an in- 
jury is offered openly and avowedly, one knows 
how to resent it; if we cannot resent it, there 
is at least some satisfaction in complaining; 
but to bear a real injury called a favour, is 
what no man can bear ; it is a contempt that 
will rouze the most patient people upon earth. 
It H well ktiowji, my lords, that the sum 
raised in Scotland by a land-tax, proportion- 
able to a shilling in the pound in England, 
never amounted to above 18.000/. in a jear; 
this was the whole that was ever raisejj nopn 
the people of Scotland by such a tax, either to- 
wards tne tax itself, or towards the charge of 
raising the same; out when this tax even . "of 
one shilling upon the Dttshel ,of sal$ was sub- 
sisting, it appeared that the net produce thereof 
in Scotland amounted to 4,000/. per anntrra, 
and t^e charge of raiwi^itafl^oint^ to ajpje>e 
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.4,000/. per annum more ; from bonce it is evi- 
dent, that by the means of this duty of one 
shilling upon the bushel of salt, there will be 
nbove 8,000/. raised yearly upon the people 
of Scotland. And as this duty is to be laid on 
for three years, in lieu of a shilling in the 
pound land-tax for only one year/ is it not an 
clear as figures can make it, that the people 
of Scotland are to pay above' 24,000/. in place 
of the 12,000/. which they must hare paid to- 
wards the land-tax? This, my lords, is the 
mighty favour that is pretended to be done to 
the people of tbat country : Whoever thinks 
that, they will look upon this as a favour, must 
know ^ery little of the good sense and saga- 
city of the people in that part of the island. 

This duty is now proposed to be laid on for 
three-years only, but we know how difficult it 
is to get free of a tax that has been once esta- 

Jflished : And as this duty may create a fund 
or a ministry, upon which they may borrow 
no less a sum than 600,000/. I can easily fore- 
see that at the expiration of this term of three 
years, some scheme or another may be set on 
foot for continuing it during a much longer 
term : In case of any such scheme's being to 
be set up, I can see that even by the Bill now 
before us, there Ts the foundation laid of a 
prevailing argument for bringing the members 
from the northern part of the island into the 
scheme. We know, my lords, that there are 
■bounties paid upon the exportation of fish; 
we know that those bounties upon the expor- 
tation of fish from Scotland only, amount ge- 
nerally to about 7,000/. per annum: This sum 
was paid out of the first and readiest of the 
customs and exoise in Scotland ; but in case, 
this Bill passes into a law, all such bounties 
are to be paid only out of the produce of the 
salt-duty raised within the united kingdoms; 
therefore at the end of this terra of three 
years, we must either make a new law for esta- 
blishing a new fund for the payment of those 
bounties, or the bounties must entirely cease 
and determine, with the expiration of this ta<*: 
It will then be pretended that no such fund 
can be established ; it will then be said that . 
you must either agree to the continuing of the 
duty upon salt, or your country must entirely 
lose the benefit of having any bounties upon 
the exportation of their fish r by which your 
fishery wilt be undone, and your country must 
lose a much greater sum yearly, thau what they 
are obliged to pay by means of the duty upon 
sale. This, my Lords, will be a bait for the 
members from North Britain ; with them it 
will for ever be an argument for the continu- 
ance Of this duty upon salt. 

We have already a prodigious number of 
officers emfeoyed in the collecting of our reve- 
nues) the reviving of this duty upon salt will 
very much encrease the number ; we know 
that all these officers depend entirely upon 
. the crown : every one of them may be sus- 
pended or dismissed at the pleasure of the 
crown; if any of them should refuse to do 
whatever is commanded, such an officer may 
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be turned out, and a new one put in his room. 
We know what an influence these offices may 
have upon the elections of members of Parlia- 
ment in every county, city and borough in Eng- 
land. If any future administration should be 
wicked enough to give them instructions bow 
they are to behave, and for whom they are to 
use their interest ; by such means the crown may 
have it in its power to get such members return- 
ed as are agreeable to the favourites about court, - 
Where then wil( be oar liberties? Where shall 
an injured people seek for redress*? The peo^ 
pie will then be in the same condition in which 
they now are in Turkey ; their only resource 
will be in mobs and tumults, and the prevail- 
ing party * will administer justice oy general 
massacres and proscriptions. I did appear 
against a standing army, but » I never was so 
much afraid df the consequences of a standing 
army, as I am of the consequences of a House 
of Parliament's depending entirely upon the 
crown. Of all arbitrary governments, that 
founded upon base corruption is the worst : in 
such circumstances we might perhaps preserve 
the external forms of our constitution, but such 
a base dependence would eat out the veiy vitals , 
of our constitution, and leave at ttotlnnff rev 
maining hut a melancholy, dismtd, jtatnfcvee* 
useless carcass ; a mere shew of a coeetfeorioev 
without any life* without any spirit; without anjr 
, power to protect the people from domestic op* 
pression, or from foreign invasion* 

The people of this nation are already sub- 
jected to so many penalties and forfeitures, 
that few merchants or dealers know when they 
are safe. But by tbis Bill they are to be sub* 
jected to a great many new penalties and for- 
feitures ; and what is still worse, these penaltiee 
and forfeitures are not to be sued for in the com* 
moo way : as to them, the subject is not to 1st 
tried in ihe usual way, by -God and his cennfrjt 
but b a new and extraordinary wayybyeonsenis ■ 
sioners and officers who are appointed* by the 
crown, and removeable at the pleasure of tee 
crown : the crown is to be plaintiff or proses > 
cutor, and a man depending upon the crown, 
perhaps for his daily bread, is to be the 
judge. I have always observed, and I believe 
it witl soon appear still more plain, that when 
things have beeu turned out of the ordinary 
course of law, when any extraordinary method 
of proceeding before commissioners has been 
introduced, extraordinary iniquities have been 
committed ; some are discovered, but most of 
them are sunk into oblivion by the weight of 
power. . ' 

'This way of multiplying and continuing of 
taxes, and contriving new and extraordinary 
methods for levying them, has always been fol- 
lowed by those ministers, who were for esta- 
blishing arbitrary power. The famous Cardi- 
nal Richlieu knew well the effects of such e 
measure ; be knew what sums of money were 
thereby brought in, and -what dependencies) 
were thereby created. By the means of such 
taxes, the estates of the quality and gentry 'of 
France were ruined and undone, so that et the 
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same time that the taxes put it in the. power certaiuly will bear at long 
of the crown to give, they reduced the. quality after a. horse has got his full 
and gentry of the kingdom under a necessity to 
receive ; all sorts of provisions were by the 
taxes rendered so deaf, and the tenants of their 
estates were so much impoverished, that it be- 
came impossible for roost of them to support 
and provide for their families out of the rents 
ojT iheir estates, whereby they were obliged to 
•ue to the court for some post or pension, and 
in order to obtain what they wanted, they were 
glad to do whatever the Court commanded. 
These were the domestic measures of Cardial 
Richelieu, and by these the liberties of France 
were lost. As for his/oreien measures, I wish we 
- had it in our power to follow them : but in this 
kingdom I hope no minister will ever pretend to 
follow his domestic measures ; I am sure, that 
whoever does, will never have it in his power 
to follow bis measures as to foreign affairs ; for 
. the libertiesof England are established upon too 
firm a basis, to be overturned by the attempts 

of auy one man in his own life-time ; but if we 

do not take. care, one man may give them such a 
< shock, as may make it an easy work for his 

successors : and no measure is less liable to 

fail of success, than that of increasing by little 

and tittle the power of the crown, by augment- 
ing daily the number of its dependents, and 

adding to the necessities of the noblemen and 

gentfotuca of the kingdom, by squeezing heavy 

taxes from them for every thing made use of 

in their families : for when liberty appears in 

poverty and distressed slavery appears in fine 

trappings and great plenty, I am afraid there 

will be found but few, whose virtue can stand 

the test of such a severe trial, 
>^_There are no taxes more apt to raise tumults 

amTlns^rrections among the people, than those 

that are Taid upon the poor. This very tax 

which we are now ajbout to revive, produced 

two or three insurrections in France, Juefore 

the people of that country could be brought to 

submit to it; and yet it cannot^be said, that 

the tax upon salt in that country is much 

snore grievous than this that we are now going 

to lay upon the people of this' nation. We 

know that a tax of much less consequence than 

this occasioned the present rebellion in Cor- 
sica, by which the people of that island 

are like to change masters, and even the 

disturbances in thai, little island may chance, to 

involve all Europe in new troubles. Though 

the people of this nation submitted peaceably 

and quietly for so many years to this grievous 
* tax, yet we are* not from thence to presume, 

that 'they will always submit peaceably and 

quietly thereto. Wheu it was first laid on, the 

people were fully sensible of the necessity that 

there was for laying it on at that time; but 

now when it is to be laid on without any neces- 
sity, when the poor are thus to be heavily load- 
ed for no other- reason or pretence, but that of 

relieving a few of the rich, can it be presumed, 

that they* will as easily submit to the payment 
of it as they did heretofore ? They have long 
submitted to bear heavy burthens, and they 



turn 

& they can ; hot 
a norse nas got nis iuii burthen, the very 
key of the stable may chance to break his 
back. Why should we ruu such a risk to a 
time of profound tranquillity ? „The patience 
of the people with respect to ; taxes and excises, 
cannot be now so. great as it Was in time of a 
dangerous and expensive foreign war ; it may 
now be easily overstretched, and therefore we 
ought not to try experiments upoo it, when 
there is not really any occasion. - 

The Duke of Newcastle spoke next: 

My Lords, 

It is very true, that his Majesty in a roost 
gracious Speech from the throne, recom- 
mended ^o us the easing of the people of 
some of those burthens which lay heaviest 
upon them, and in pursuance of these bis Ma- 
jesty's most gracious intentions, this tax upoo 
salt was proposed, and was agreed to be. taken 
off, as the tax which at that time was thought to 
lie heaviest upon the people: but by that very 
step, my lords, by the abolishing of this tax, 
we have learned that it never did, nor ever 
can lie heavy upon the people. The share that 
was contributed towards it by each particular 
mau, was so small, that no man was . sensible 
of what he paid whilst it was subsisting, nor 
was he sensible of any relief by its being taken * 
off : therefore that his Majesty's intentions might 
be fully answered, that a real ease might be 
given to those who have for many years been 
roost heavily oppressed, was (his Bill brought 
in and passed in the other House. We all 
know that the landed interest hath been fur 
many years loaded with most insupportable 
kind taxes ; we know that they have severely 
felt the weight that was laid upon them, and 
therefore they must be immediately sensible of 
the relief that is proposed to be given to them 
by this Bill. 

This Tax upon Salt is in jts own nature so 
equaj, that every man, every person in the na- 
tion is thereby obliged to contribute to the 
public expence, according to the benefit he 
receives^ There are such a vast multitude of 
people thweby obliged to contribute to the 
public charge, that no man is sensible of what 
he pays, no man feels the weight that is laid 
upon him ; and for that very reason the people 
contributed thereunto for. many years most wil* 
lingly,.and most chearfuliy; it never did, nor 
can it ever occasion, the leo$t grumbling, or the 
least complaint; whereas by the land tax, there 
are but a very few persons in the nation, who 
are obliged to contribute to the. public; ex- 
pence, and thereby it falls most, grievously 
upon those that are obliged to pay towards 
it; a very large sum may be raised upoo a 
great number of people, when every man can* 
tributes his equal and his just proportion, with*- 
out any one man's being sensible of what he is 
obliged to pay; but when sucha sunt is to be 
raised upon a few of that number, evefy men 
that is obliged to pay, not only feels the w«kht 
of tbe fcmhea the* is W ^poq tgfcmHr 
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that are to contribute thereto, the payment! 
will fall as heavily upon each particular man, 
as they formerly did. This, my fords, I shall 
beg leave to illustrate by an example or two; 
and the case bejng the same with respect to 
large sums, as with respect to small, I shall 
therefore make use of small sums only, in order 
that the calculations may be easily made. Sup- 
pose then that six pounds were to be paid by 
six persons of equaj circumstances, this would 
amount to but 204*. a-piece, and not be so grie- 
vous upon them, as if three only of the six per- 
sons were to pay the same sum, because to the 
three the payments would amount to 40s. a* 
piece ; but if, in placed of laying this six pounds 
upon the three persons, we were to lay twelve 
pounds upon the whole six persons, would not 
the payment be then as grievous upon every 
one of the six persons, as they were before 
upon every one of the three? Because in this 
case, every man of the six would be obliged to** 
pay 40s. which is just as much as every one of 
three only was formerly obliged to pay : I hope 
in ihis case It will not be said, that any one 
man in the six meets with any relief,, unless it 
be that of seeing his neighbour as wr£jtphe£a? l 
himself. Suppose again, that six pounds is to/ 
be paid by six men, worth about \% pounds' 
a-piece, we know that, this would amount to 
20s. a-piece, which is a twelfth part of tneh? v 
whole estate : These payments may perhaps 
seem to be grievous upon these six men, and 
therefore, in order to ease them, we find out 10 
other men who are worth six . pounds a-piece, 
and 240 men who are worth 1$, a-piece, and we 
resolve to make this great number of 25,6* men 
pay among them l£ pounds, each man accord- 
ing to his estate; in this case there are 240 men 
that must pay but a penny a-piece, this amounts 
to but %0$. of the 12 pounds; there are other 
ten men who must pay but 10*. a-piece, this 
amounts to but 6ve pounds of the lfi pounds, 
and therefore the six men worth 12 pounds 
a-piece, must still pay 20s. a man: So that the, 
payments fall as grievously upon them as they 
did before, and are equally grievous upon every 
one of the other 150; for it is. as grievous for a 
man that is worth but a shilling, to pay a 
penny, or for a man tlrat js worth but six pounds, 
to pay 10$., as it is upon a man worth 12 
pounds to pay 20s. : Jr\ this case I am sure, that 
no man will pretend that any relief is granted 
to any one of the six men, and, I am afraid, 
this last case will be found to be too just a 
parallel to the^case of laying on a salt-duty, in- 
stead of a shilling in the pound landitax, which 
is the case now before Us. The case I have 
put has in' this the advantage, that therein .an 
exact proportion is observed; but in jfoe.case 
before us, our rich landed gentlemen will meet 
with some present ease, for which the genfle** 
men of small fortunes, and the poor artificers 
and manufacturers must pay double what they 
ought to pay, if an exact proportion were to 
be observed. 

This tax upon salt, is, my lords, so far from) 
being a ja$t a*d equal tax, that it i* tjie most 
9 



finds it altogether .insupportable; and he has 
the more reason to complain, because he finds' 
himself obliged to bear singly that burthen, 
which ought in justice to be laid upon a great 
many. The land-tax being then the most un- 
equal tax of any that are levied upon the peo- 
ple of this nation, and the tax upon Salt be- 
ing the most equal and the least burthensome, 
I must be of opinion, that if we have any re- 
spect for his Majesty's most gracious recom- 
mendation from the throne, if we have any 
regard for that justice and equality which ought 
to be observed in imposing of taxes, we must 
agree to the Bill now before us. 

The Lord Bathurst spoke as follows] 

lAy Lords ; I most take notice, that it is a 
little irregular to make so much mention of 
hi9 Majesty's Speech from the throne ; but since 
the noble lords who have spoke, have been 
pleased to mention it, I shall likewise take the 
same liberty, and make this one remark upon 
it, That his Majesty in that speech recommends 
the easing of the poor artificers and manufac- 
turers: These are the only people mentioned 
therein, and therefore I must be of opinion, that 
his Majesty then thought that they were the most 
heavily loaded, and the first that ought to be 
relieved : This is not only my opinion, but it 
seems it was then the opinion of both Houses 
of Parliament, and of every member of each 
House; for though several taxes were proposed 
to be taken off, yet there was not one man in 
either House that proposed, or mentioned the 
taking off any tax, but such a one as he thought 
was burthensome upon that set of people; and 
at last the taking off of this tax upon salt was 
agreed to, as being the tax that lay most heavy 
upon the poor of this kingdom. But what we 
are now about? What are we by this Bill to do? 
We are to lay a load upon those very people, 
whose case was so compassionately recom- 
mended to us by his Majesty.: We are to lay 
again the very same load upon them, which was 
then deemed, by both Houses of Parliament, 
to be the most heavy and the most grievous 
load that lay upon the poor artificers and 
manufacturers of this nation; and in order 
to what? in order to relieve only the rich 
landed gentlemen of the nation : Even as to 
them, I think it has been clearly demonstrated, 
that at last it will prove to be no relief, but a 
very great disadvantage ; and it is evident at 
first view, that the landed gentlemen of small, 
or even of moderate fortunes, cannot by this 
Bill meet with any relief; because they will 
be obliged to pay more towards the duty upon 
salt, .than they save by being free from a shil- 
ling, in the pound land* tax. 

I shall easily agree with the noble lord who 
spoke last, that when a sum of money is to be 
paid but by a few, the payments fall much 
inore heavily upon each particular man, than 
they would do, if the same sum, or even a 
larger sum, were to .be paid by a great many ; 
hut when the sum is increased in proportion to 
, the JMtttfttjr vdckciiHiatancfis qt 4he person* 
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. unjust, and the roost oppressive tax that ever 
was set on foot in this nation. To the pub- 
lic expence every man ought to pay according 
to the benefit he receives. In ail eases it is 
hard, it is cruel to tax the poor journeymen 
and day-labourers, because it is not to be pre- 
sumed that they can get any thing more, 
than bare subsistence by their daily labour ; 
the profits that may be made, go all to the be- 
nefit of the master who eurploys them. He it 
is thai has the whole benefit -ef their labour, and 
therefore be ought to pay the taxes. Any 
scheme for taxing of them, is not only cruel, 
but it is impracticable, because if, by such taxes 
we enhance the price of the very necessaries of 
life, they cannot possibly subsist upon the same 
wages they subsisted ou formerly; they must 
Starve, Or otherwise their wages must be raised, 
and thus, at last, the master that employs them 
must pay the taxes that are laid upon the poor 

*he employs. This, ray lords, is a certain con- 
sequence, and this-is a consequence that, I am 
afraid, has been severely felt by the merchants 
and master tradesmen of this nation. But 
this tax upOn salt has something in it more 
cruel, and more unjust than any other ; be- 
cause the poor are therehy obliged to contri- 

' bute more m proportion than the rich : We 
all know that there is but a small number of 
the poor of this nation that live in the families 
of the rich, most of them live upon daily wages, 
and in little cottages of their own ; the chief 
part of their food is salt meat, and salt fish, 
and therefore we* must conclude that the poorer 
a man is, the more he is obliged to contribute 
to the public expence, by jihe means of this 
duty upon salt, in so far at least as relates to 
bis'own personal consumption. 

The Earl of Hay then stood up and spoke to 
the effect as follows : 

My Lords, , 
I have heard a great many hard names given 
to the bill now before us ; but I am still con- 
vinced that it does not deserve any one of 
those hard names by which it has been distin- 
guished; upon the contrary, it will, I believe, 
appear to'every man that esamines narrowly 
into the truth of facts, that this bill is as 
good a bill as ever was brought into this House. 
As to his Majesty's speech, it is certainly a 
little irregular to take so much notice of it in 
this House ; but all that his Majesty meant by 
that speech, was no more, than that his subjects 
should be eased as soon and as much as pos- 
sible, and^that those who were most oppressed, 
Should be the first to be relieved ; he certainly 
did not mean to confine his parliament to the 
relieving of the artificers and manufacturers, 
without regard to any of the rest of the people; 
be did not mean to confine us to any particular 
set of people: His Majesty understands too 
well our constitution, and has too great a re- 
gard for the preservation thereof, to offer in 
such a case to lay any restraint upon bis par- 
liament. He, out of that love and affection 
which he has always shewn for his people, rc- 
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commended the relieving of those wbo were 
the most heavily loaded; but he left it ea- 
tirely to his parliament to consider, and to de- 
termine who were the greatest objects of com- 
passion, what sort of people ought to be the 
first to be relieved; and if we consider 
the case of many a poor landed gentleman 
in this island, 1 believe it will easily appear, 
that they are the greatest objects of compas- 
sion, and are the first that ought to be relieved. 
This, I believe, I can easily make appear, but 
. I shall first examine the most material objec- 
tions I have heard against the tax now pro- 
posed to be revived. 

I find, my lords, that, one of the chief objec- 
tions against this bill is drawn from herice, that 
they say it will give a most terrible increase of 
power to the crown, by the addition of such a 
number of officers, who are all to be at the 
disposal of the crown, and must therefore be 
dependents, nay, downright slaves to the ad- 
ministration. Why really, my lords, if there 
were any the least ground for raising to our- 
' selves such a frightful spectre, I should be as 
much against this bill as any lord in this House; 
but when we examine into the history and cir- 
cumstances of our country, it will appear plain, 
that we have no occasion to put ourselves io 
such frights, though a much greater number of 
officers were to be added. We all have r^ead 
at least of a time, when the crown . had much 
more power than is, by this bill, to be put into 
their hands; they had once their court of Wards 
and Liveries, at the same time" they had their 
court of Star-Chamber, and they had besides t 
great many other powers, which they claimed 
as prerogatives ; your lordships must all know, 
that almost every one of your estates were at 
that time under the power, and depended, 
in a great measure, upon the pleasure of 
the crown. There were so many powers, 
privileges, and prerogatives claimed, and most 
of them actually enjoyed, that there were 
but few rich landed gentlemen who could aver, 
that the free and safe, enjoyment of their es- 
tates did not depend upon the pleasure and 
good-will of the king. There were few corpo- 
rations in Britain who could say, that the 
enjoyment of their charters did not in a great 
measure, depend upon the good liking of their 
sovereign. Our kings were then as ambitious, 
and as fond of arbitrary power, as any future 
king can possibly be ; yet, with all this power, 
no one of them could ever subvert or destroy 
the liberties of this nation. So far otherwise, 
that we found means to make them give up aU 
the illegal and extrordinary powers wbich they, 
or their ancestors, bad assumed ; and, by the 
happy Revolution^ we £ot the liberties and pri- 
vileges of the people fully ascertained, and 
firmly established upon a lasting I hope, an 
everlasting foundation, if I may be allowed to 
say so of any thing that is to endure as long as 
the world endures,/ 

Even this very tax from which so dreadful 
effects are now pretended to be apprehended, 
this very tax, I say, was laid on, ancFwas toads 
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perpetual in the reign of king William S, who 
was the glorious preserver of the liberties of this 
nation, and of all- Europe. We know that 
during all his reign, the number of officers 
under the crown was of no seivice to him with 
respect to any parliamentary affairs ; we know 
that he met with a -strong and a continual op- 
position in parliament, such' an .opposition as 
tie was often obliged (o give way to, and that 
even in things wiiere it afterwards appeared 
plain that he was in the right. Even the me- 
thod of collecting this duty proposed by the 
Bill now before us, was first introduced by a 
ministry who had as much wisdom, and as 
great a regard for the liberties of their country, 
as any ministry ever had : they were sensible 
of the great frauds that were committed under 
the former method of raising it ; and therefore 
they put it under the management of commis- 
sioners and officers particularly appointed for 
that purpose ; and the event answered their 
expectations, for it then produced twice as 
much as it had ever done before. Yet that 
very ministry, notwithstanding all the suc- 
cesses of their administration, notwithstanding 
their having carried the glory of England as 
high as it ever was carried, and notwithstanding 
their having all the officers of the revenue, and 
©f this very, duty among the rest, as much at 
their beck as ever . any ministry can be sup- 
posed to have-; yet that ministry, I say> were 
not able to preserve themselves in the adminis- 
tration any longer, than the nation had a mind 
(hey should be continued ; nay* they could 
scarcely protect themselves against the malice 
of their inveterate enemies : It plainly appeared, 
that their only safeguard consisted in the wis- 
dom of their administration, and the en- 
blemished innocence of their behaviour. From 
hence, my Lords, it must appear, that there is 
out the least danger to be apprehended from 
the Bill now before us. Those jealousies and 
fcars that are pretended, are really nothing but 
mere phantoms, and like the phantoms in 
Homer and Virgil, they seem to be thrown in, 
to divert us from doing what we ought. 

As most of the other objections against this 
duty upon salt, are founded upon suppositions 
that cannot be granted, the answer to them 
will be very easy. It is supposed, that this 
duty is grievous upon the poor, and therefore it 
is said, that it will be a loss to the landed in- 
terest, and may occasion tumults and insurrec- 
tions. Now this supposition cannot be granted ; 
we know the contrary from experience. This 
duty continued, and was cheerfully paid for 
above four and thirty years ; the people were 
mo little sensible of it, that they hardly knew of 
any such duty ; and when it was taken off, 
there was not a man in the nation that from 
thence felt any relief. Upon its being taken 
dff, there were no rents raised, nor were the 
wages of any servant or workman lowered. 
Even by those who were at the paius to make 
calculations of what salt they might consume 
in a year, it was found,' that they had only 
.about a flbat or six-jpeace to spend in a jreat;, 



more than they had before ; and this could not 
be discovered, but by those who could and did 
make such nice calculations, and how few there 
are of such we may easily imagine. 

There is another supposition made, that this 
duty will produce above twice as much as it 
really does ; that above double the sum which 
comes in to the use of the public, will be raised 
upon the people. This supposition is founded 
upon the great difference that there always 
was, between the gross and nett produce of this 
duty : But, my lords, it is well known, that 
many considerable articles were always charged 
to the gross produce, which never were really 
produced, nor ever paid by* any man in the 
nation. There were great quantities of salt 
entered, which was afterwards exported ; there 
were great quantities of salt likewise entered, 
which was afterwards employed in the curing 
of fish for exportation : Though the duties upoa 
all such quantities of salt were charged upon, 
the entering thereof, to the gross produce of 
the salt duty, yet no such duties were ever 
really produced ; they never were paid by any 
man breathing. Those who entered such salt, 
gave bond, or were charged on the books ,as 
debtors for the duties on such salt ; and as 
scon as they made it appear, that the salt was 
exported, or that it bad been employed in the 
curing offish for exportation, their bonds were 
delivered up, or they were entered upon the 
books as creditors for as large a sum, as they 
had been entered debtors for on account or* that 
salt. By deducting all such articles as these 
from the gross produce, we shall find that 
there never was a much larger sum really raised 
upon the people, than that which came nett in „ 
to the public revenue ; and therefore this sup- 
position, and all the calculations founded 
thereon, must be wrong. 

As to what is said, my lords, in relation to 
the subjects of North Britain, there never was 
either a ' favour or an injury designed to be 
done to them by this Bill ; there never was , 
any partiality intended to be shewn to them : 
They are, by the articles of the union, to pay 
no more towards the Salt duty, than what is to 
be charged upon* them by the Bill obw before 
us. And this tax. is by experience known to 
be so easy a tax upon the people of that coun- 
try, that I am persuaded, every man in the 
country will cbu.se to be subject to this, rather 
than to any other tax whatsoever. I do not 
doubt indeed, but the people of that country, 
as well as the people of other countries, would 
chuse to pay no tax, rather than to pay the 
smallest tax that ever was laid on ; and there- 
fore those in that country, who have naiand 
estates, would, without doubt, chuse to have 
a land tax, rather than a salt tax ; it is the 
same in this country ; it will eternally be the 
same in all countries. But this I am sore can 
have no weight with any of your lordships. 

This leads me naturally to consider the hard- 
ships of the land tax, and the distresses of the 
landed gentlemen; and here indeed, I have 
good reespn to make use ef all those Jbari 



Digitized by Google 



1055) 



PARI* HISTORY, $ Okonofc It ma^D&kfoifaLtfib 



C10M 



names against the land tax Bill, which have 
been so plentifully bestowed upon (he Bill now 
before ns. We all know what a small propor- 
tion the landed gentlemen of this nation bear 
to the rest of the people ; we all know what a 
number of rich merchants, tradesmen, stock- 
holder*, money-lenders, and other sorts of peo- 
ple there are in this nation, who have no land 
testate, or but a very small land estate, in pro- 
portion to their other estates : None of those 
pay a farthing, or bat a mere trifle towards the 
land tax. I am Sure, I do not make a compu- 
tation too favourable for the landed interest, 
when I say, that all those that are possessed of 
any land estate taken together, dp not make 
above a hundredth part of the people of this 
nation ; and yet I may modestly say, there has 
been raised upon them only for these forty 
years past, at least one ttiird part of the public 
expence yearly, taking, one year with another. 
The, land taxes that nave been raised within 
these forty years, will, 1 amconvinced, amount 
to one third pan of the whole money that has 
been raised within that time for the public 
use. Besides which, the land-holders have 
contributed their full share to every other tax 
that has been laid upon the people. How ini- 
quitous, how Unjust is this, to make a hun- 
dreds part of our people pay by means of one 
tax which falls upon them only, a third part of 
the 'public expence, besides their share of all 

Sther taxes ? But this is not all ; even among 
le landed gentlemen themselves, how unequal 
is the land-tax divided ? There are some whose 
estates are rated to the land tax at the full 
value ; they pay a shilling in the pound for 
every shilling land tax that is laid on ; there 
are others, whose estates are rated to the 
land tax at about a half only of the real value : 
, they pay but sixpence, when their neighbours 
pay a shilling,; and there area great many, 
who pay but a groat, because their lands are 
rated to the land tax at but one third of the 
real Value. How can this be reconciled to that 
justice and equality, which ought to be ob- 
served as to the imposing of taxes upon the 
people ? 

§upposing,my lords, that we could make every 
man contribute to the public annual charge ac- 
cording to the rents or the profits he has yearly 
coming in from his estate, or from his trade 
and business; this, indeed, would be the most 
equitable Way of 'laying on taxes, if it could he 
done ; but eveti in this view we shall find, that 
the landed interest has for these forty years, by 
means of the land tax only, paid near twice 
their proportional share. The lands of Eng- 
land were never reckoned to bring in above 
ten millions a year, according to the rates of 
the land tax; but because they may he under- 
valued, we shall reckon that they bring in 20 
millions a year : We must however from thence 
deduct what is paid yearly by the landed gen- 
tlemen for the interest of the mortgages upon 
their estates, for repairs and the like, and what 
they lose by the bankruptcy of their tenants;* 
it has always been computed! Chat the mort- 



gages upon the land estates in England amount 
to 20,000,000/. the interest of this sun st 6 per 
cent, is one, million yearly ; and allowing that 
aU the other deductions' amount to another mil- 
lion, we cannot reckon the in come or rents of 
all the landholders in England to amount to 
above 18 millions a year. The whole people 
of this nation at the lowest computation are 
reckoned to amount to 8 millions ; of -these 
there is a hundredth fart, that is 80,000^ that 
are landholders, but admitting their number to 
be 100,000, there must then be 7,900,000 per- 
sons in this nation, that have no land estate; 
and supposing them to spend in a year in vic- 
tuals, drink, cloaths, diversions and all incident 
charges, but 12/. a ^ear, one with another, 
Which 1 am sure is the lowest computation that 
can be made; their yearly expence, and con- 
sequently their yearly income, writ amount to 
verjr near 95 millions, which is above five times 
the income of the landed interest ; and yet we 
have been so unjust as to make the landed in- 
terest pay for above these forty yearn, a tax 
which it laid upon them only, and which has 
amounted to at least a third of the whole pub- 
lic expence, besides their equal share of all 
other taxes. 

This unequal load which has so long been 
laid uppn the landed interest of this kingdom, 
is the more grievous, because many of oar 
landed estates are heavily loaded with mort- 
gages; for there are many landed gentlemen in 
this nation^ who' have the appearance of a 
great estate, and yet have but a poor residue 
coming in for the support of their families, 
after the interest upon their mortgages, and the 
taxes are all paid : Let us consider, my lords, 
that by laying an additional shilling upon 'the 
land, we perhaps take from many gentlemen in 
Britain the only support they have left for their 
poor families. The gentlemen of land estates 
are generally of old families, their families have 
perhaps for many years been considerable in 
the country where they live, they must maia» 
tain the character and the dignity of then- fa- 
milies, they must provide large fortunes for 
their children, or they must charge their estates 
with new mortgages for that purpose. By cwf- 
tinuing thus to overcharge them, we*hsJNaakfc 
them all become dependent upon the crown; 
this will add a power to the crown ttiat we 
ought to be much more afraid qf, thar of arid* 
ing a few necessary officers for colta^ ~ the 
public revenue. Upon considering thesv * ^bp, 
my lords, we may easily judge winV*/4s the 
most iniquitous, which is the most da* £roas,a 
high land tax, or this doty upon sal / Who- 
ever considers these things, must so Jo resolve 
to agree to the Bill now before us. 

Then, the question being put for committing 
the Bill, it was carried in the affirmative, by 40 
against 25. 

March 29. The order of the day being read 
for the House to resolve itself into u^Comm&ce 
on the said Salt Bill, the Bar! of Sharreebu*? 
presented a Petition from several merchants* 
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masters and owners of ships, ore. in the town of 
[Liverpool, setting forth, ik That the reviving of 
the Salt Tax would be a very great prejudice to 
them in their trade and fishery, and particularly 
that the importation of herrings from Scotland 
'would be the ruin of that trade among them, 
by which a great many /poor families who then 
lived by that trade, would be brought upon the 
parish. 

Immediately after the reading of this Peti- 
tion, the lord Delawar presented a Petition 
in the name of the mayor, aldermen, and most 
considerable merchants of the same town of 
Liverpool, representing, " That they had been 
informed, that upon the 29th of that month, 
being Sunday, several persons had privately and 
clandestinely signed a Petition to be presented 
to their lordships, against reviving the Salt 
Duty ; but that they were of opinion, that nei- 
ther the reviving of that dfuty, nor any clause 
in the Bill that had been brought in for that) 
purpose, could he prejudicial to them, onto any 
person in that town, or, as they believed, in. 
any other part in England, and that therefore 
they would most readily and willingly acquiesce 
. in whatever their lordships should please to do 
in that affair." Hereupon the first Petition 
was rejected. 

Motion to exempt Salt used in Manure.] 
Then the Earl of Shaftesbury moved, That it 
be an instruction to the said Committee, that 
they do receive a clause to exempt all salt, 
used for manuring of land, from the duties laid 
by the said Bill. After debate, the question 
was put thereupon, and resolved in the nega- 
tive* ; not conteut 74, content 21. 

Protest on rejecting the Motion.] 

" Dissentient' 
" Because it has teen found by experience, 
during the time the duties upon salt were taken 
offj that great improvements have been made 
an several parts of the kingdom, by using salt 
in manuring of land ; but by the revival of 
those duties, without the provision designed by 
this instruction, there must be a total stop put 
to all improvements of that nature; and we 
are convinced that in a few years the lapds of 
JEngland might have been raised, by the use of 
this manure, more than double what this tax 
will produce to the government ; and we ap- 
prehend 'this to be a very improper time to 
check the industry of the people, and prevent 
their domestic improvements, since, we fear, 
the national wealth is not likely to be increased 
at this time by any foreign commerce. 



(Signed\ Scarsdale, Strafford, Boyle. 
Winchelsea and Nottingham; Thanet, 
Ker, Bathurst, Shaftesbury, Northamp- 
ton^Litchfield, Suffolk, Coventry, Car- 
teret, Abingdon, Bridgewater, War- 
rington, Tweedale, Gower, Masham, 
Bristol." 

Motion to exempt home-made Salt used for 
Victualling Ships.] After this lord Gower 
moved, << That it be an Instruction to the said 
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Committee, that they do receive n clause to 
exempt from the duties laid by the Bill, all 
home-made salt used in victualling of ships/* 
After debate, the question was put thereon, | 
and it was resolved in the negative, by 7£ 
against 21. N ' 

Protest on rejecting if. J 
" Dissentient' 

1. " Because the duties to be laid by thi» 
Bill on all home-made salt used for victualling 
of ships, increases the expence of the royal 
navy, and is a heavy burden upon the trade 
aud navigation of the kingdom, and will very 
sensibly affect the merchants, already under 
great difficulties by reason of the decay of trade,, 
and the many grievous losses they have .sus- 
tained, and the hardships' they have undergone 
by depredations, seizures and confiscations, too 
severely felt by most of the traders of Great 
Britain, and too publicly known to be doubt* 
ed of. . . 

2. " Because this duty upon our fcome-made 
salt, must occasion many of our merchants to 
victual their ships abroad, to the diminution of 
the national wealth, and to the great detriment 
of the landed interest of. this kingdom.-*—* 

(Signed,) Strafford, Winchelsea and 
Nottingham, Tweedale, Spffolk, Bristol 
Ker, Abingdon, Scarsdale, Shaftesbury^ 
Boyle, Coventry, Barhurst, Carteret, 
Thanet, Litchfield, Bridgwater, Gowec* 
Masham, Warrington, Northampton.". 

Motion for restraining any Officer of the 
Salt- Duty from being concerned in Elections.'} 
Then the lord Bathurst moved, u That it be an 
Instruction to the same Committee, that they 
do receive a clause to restrain any person, dur- 
ing the time he shall be concerned or employed, 
in the charging, collecting, levying or managing 
any of the duties to be granted by the fsill, 
from being a returning officer, or voting, or in- 
fluencing any elector to vote in elections of 
nieo>bers to serve in parliament." 

After debate;- the question was put thereon ; 
and it was resolved in the' negative, by 71 
against 81. 

Protest on refusing a Clause for that Par- 
pose.] 

u Dissentient* 

1. "Because the officers employed in 'the 
customs, in the excise, in other branches of the 
revenues, and in other parts of the public ser- 
vice, are already vastly numerous ; they com- 
pose, in effect, a second standing army, and 
are perhaps, in some respects, more dangerous 
tluui that body of men properly so called ; the 
influence which they have in the elections of 
members to serve in parliament, has been to<^ 
often felt to have been denied; and we pre- 
sume, that examples are not hard to -find, where 
the military forces have been withdrawn to* 
create the appearance of a free election, and 
the standing civil forces of tjiis kind have been 
sent to take this freedom away. Should we 
suffer this invasion on the freedom of election 
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*a continue, much more to increase, it will be 
easy, in our opinion, to demonstrate, that one 
vital principle of our present constitution and 
the freedom of the British government must be 
lost x since the House of Commons might in- 
deed afterwards be a representative of an ad- 
ministration, or of one single minister, but could 
no longer be a true representative of the people. 
We think ourselves obliged therefore lo oppose 
the growth of so great an evil 'Upon every occa- 
sion ; end we apprehend that every such in* 
crease 6f the officers of the revenire, as this 
Bill imports, is strictly such an occasion ; and 
therefore we think the instruction should have 
been agreed to, that we might not add no 
thai; evil, which, we conceive, is already toe 
great. 

•2. " Because, from the very institution ofpar- 
liaoients, (at least from the time when they 
began to be composed and bejd, in the manner 
and for all the purposes they now are,) the 
principal aim of the enemies of public liberty 
lias been to enable the crown to -govern with- 
out them, or to corrupt their members, or to 
destroy the freedom of their elections : From 
tbe*saine time we' may date the constant Care* 
which has been taken by the friends of the 
public liberty, to ward off those several dan- 
gers : and the laws which appear in our statute 
books, for regulating elections of members to 
serve in parliament, as well as the qualifica- 
tions of the electors and the elected, are stand- 
ing monuments, which shew hew early thdse 
(rangers began, and that the opposition to them 
began as early* The form of our government, 
as it has been- settled since the revolution, 
leaves no longer room to apprehend the first of 
the attempts mentioned ; the wisdom of this 
House has seemed, by rejecting the Pension 
Biy three times successively, to think the taws 
already in force sufficient to prevent the se- 
cond : but the third must, in our opinion, be 
looked upon to be a growing danger, and to 
require extreme watchfulness against the con- 
sequence of it, as long as the many heavy 
taxes, and the present management of the 
public revenues, keep up in all parts of the na- 
tion such an exorbitant number of receivers, 
supervisors, collectors, and other tax-gatherers, 
who are maintained by the people, but are 
solely directed by the treasury. The state of 
property an*J the nature of tenures anciently 
"the real as well as the pretended prerogatives in 
times mote modern, gave to the crown, among 
other influences, a very great one in the elec- 
tions of members of parliament. Thanks be 
"jtn, (5pd, and to the virtue of our forefathers, 
this/ state of property is altered, and these 
tenures are abolished; and these prerogatives 
are either taken ^way or limited, defined and 
fixed by law ; there will remain therefore no 
means of destroying the freedom of elections, 
except those of corruption, which, we hope, 
may be rendered ineffectual, by the law to 
"which the House consented two sessions ago, to 
the entire satisfaction of the whole nation ; 
unless the dangers we, are apprehensive of 



should arise by establishing sucri aWgrbefltatioDi 
of the number of officers enaJftfeiyfeH 'ih 'tbe 
revenue without restrictions to prevent them 
from being returning omcefs, or voting, ot 
influencing any elector to vote in future elec- 
tions. % 

3. " Because we apprehend JhsLt jr'any sucl 
augmentations, without the aforesaib! cautions 
are suffered to be made, greater danger wU 
arise from this* new influence, to the freeldomof 
elections, and by consequence to the constitu- 
tion of our government, than ever 'did arise 
when the prerogative was carried to the utmost 
height, and the influence of the Crown wai 
the most severely felt and complained of ; *• 
apprehend that this exorbitant number of offi- 
cers may, one time or other, effect the destruc- 
tion oT those liberties, for the preservation of 
which the taxes were given which those officers 
are employed to collect. We apprehend, that 
by consenting to the increase of these officers, 
without restriction, we, shall Contribute to suck 
an influence, as may prove more fatal to liberty 
than any of those which were formerly -ac- 
quired, because it will be the effect of a parlia- 
mentary establishment ; and will make its waj 
the more surely, by making it indirectly, secretly 
and silently. *( Signed,) Strafford, Warring- 
ton, Litchfield, Coventry, Tweetfele, 
Gower, Thanet, Scarsdale, Bristol, Boyle, 
Mashaot, Winchelsea and Nottingham, 
Carteret* Shaftesbury, Batburst, Suffolk, 
Bridgwater, Ker, Northampton." 

Then it was moved to adjourn, which w« 
carried in the negative, by 71 against -21. After 
this the Bill was read through, by which time it 
being six o'clock, the House adjourned to fiext 

day. 

March SO. The House resolved itself again 
into a Committee upon the said Bill, when the 
lord Carteret moved, That the last clause of 
the act of the 5th and 6th of William and 
Mary, intituled, 4 An Act for granting to their 
6 Majesties certain rates and duties upon salt, 
* and upon beer, ale and other liquors, for se- 
( curing certain recompences, &c.' might bt 
read ; and the same being accordingly read, be 
moved, " That the opinion of the Judges migljt 
be asked, whether or no that clause was re- 
vived by the Bill then before them." . But it 
being insisted upon by several lords, that it was 
not proper to put the question in those Wms, 
because that clause never having been repealed) 
it was not therefore necessary to revive itjg 
any express clause for that purpose in the'Bffl 
then before them; after some debate about the 
form and method of stating the question, it was 
. agreed to be put to the effect as follows, viz. 
Whether any member of the House of Com- 
mons could, directly or .indirectly, he coo* 
cerned in the farming, collecting, or managing 
the duties to be revived by the Bill then before 
them ? To whiclMhe answer was, That tbej 
could not. Then the question being put* for 
reading it a third time, it was carried in tbe 
affirmative! by 79 against 36. 
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larcfc 31. The^iil beipg ac- 
Cqrdjngjy reftij ^ thif4 tiiue, 

Xior(T (Jar$cre$ sajd, tfyk th%t. being the, 
fesf. opi^rtHiiity he should; probably havft qf 
9jtjering any thing against thai Bil|, be could not 
Ig^that opportunity. a)ip without declaring \)h 
QjMqioi} agaiqs^ a Bill, which was, as he thought, 
lie worst i?ill tha£ hup! ever been brought be- 
x^r s e, that IJoflse : It was, l^q s^id, in his opi- 
nion, a naosk ltysjifiious, bill;, the/e was, a snake 
Cf| 4 thq grass,,, which, if they <Jid not crush, 
Vfould, if. ^e rnjgh^ be aljpw$d to, use. sqripture; 
terras, brujse the heel of the, constitution, and 
^qnssqqentJy of their, lordships : 2Ji at he. would 
not repeat what* he had before said, but he 
thought he had proved, that it was contrary, 
to iqtere^t of England, contrary tp the in- 
terest of Scotland, de^tructivq to the land 
interest, destructive to the trading interest; 
qjid w bat w,a& worst of all, that if would, ruin 
^he Constitution. 

Tlie.Puif e.of Newcastle answered, That there 
^a^np.arguinent brought for proving any thing 
qgainst the Bill, but what had been fully an- 
swered and, refuted: T^hat if there i w,as t any 

?^ake. in the. grass, it. was in the opposition that 
ad been made to th^ Bill, for that there had 
be^n no reason, publiply given, that could give 
any colour or pretence for making so strong aja 
opposition to that Bill, which in its own nat;ur$ 
was one. of the most just, one of the most com- 
passionate, an^ one of the most necessary Bills^ 
that ha,d ever been brought before that House ; 
'fhat the very design of that Bill was to pre- 
serve the iancj-interest, without the preserving 
of ^hich, neither our trao!$ nor our constitution 
Could long suhsisf . 

The Salt- Bill passed.] Then the question 
being put for passing the Bill, it was carried in 
the affirmative. 

Protest against 

^Dissentient' Abingrjon. 

1. " Because this tax bath been fouqd, by 
long experience, to be most grievous to the sub- 
ject J, f ()r w hiclj reason the parliament lately, 
upon 1 the recommendation of his Majesty from 
the throne, chose to repeal this, as the most op- 
pre^sij^ part of the sinking fund, for the ease 
aU(J rejiej qf £he sqbject : It njaytberefore seem 
very Extraordinary, that in so short a time, be- 
fore the people have received much benefit 1 
from, it, in, a. time of pea.ee, and without any 
necessity (that appears to us) apd when the 
supply might be raised with less charge and in- 
cjmvepience within the year, we should have 
recpqrse to 3 tax too, odious and qppressiye to 
be continued, even for the payment of the na- 
tional debt. 

* % Elepause we. have reason tp believe the 
Parliament woulq* npt have cut off such a. 
tifanpjj of the sinjyipg-fqn^, (which has been, 
e^emed §p sacred ape) necessary) if it coulc) 
%v$ peen though^ could ever Have been 
fo aWothpr pse; qnji it «W g iv< ? 
«*fiSP f» aBpreJiejid, tjiaj the rej| Qf d)* miM' 



fiind may, by the same means and to the same 
purposes, be occasionally diminished, till it is 
reduced too low to satisfy the public creditors, 
apd discharge the immense, debts of the nation : 
Which opinion (if it should once prevail) would 
effectually desfrov the public credit, and in? 
yolve the king and kingdom in inextricable 
difficulties. - 

3 r " Because this tax, instead of being, ap- 
plied to the payment of our debts, occasions 
the increase of them ; and instead of raising 
the Sqpply wjthin the year, which is always 
most ejigihle, even, in time Of war, if it can 
be done, aqd which method (if it- had: been 
tafcen at first and pursued) had left the nation 
free and unincumbered to us. aad our posterity, 
we now mprtgage the reveuue,in time of peace, 
for a term of years, though but a short one, 
and yet w^hat the people may notwithstanding 
apprehend will be continued, and.be made a 
precedent in all supplies for the future ; which 
method of anticipating the revenue must ne- 
cessarily weaken the government, by. depriving 
it of the means necessary for its support in 
case of any sudden emergency of war, or 'other 
public calamity, aud in Consequence throw all 
the weight of the public expence upon the 
landed interest, which w^ill pay dear for the re* 
lief of one shilling in the pound only in . this 
year's land r tax, 

4. " Because it is liable to frauds and great 
deductions, which make the real produce into 
the Exchequer little, though it raises much 
upon the people ; and is * great discourage- 
ment to the fishery, and a burthen upon the 
trade a^d navigation of the kingdom. 

5. " Because jt is' not only a great burthen 
to the landed estates, and particularly to th# 
grassing farms, but even a prohibition to all im* 
prqveihents of land, in those/parts where it i» 
used for manure. 

6. " Because as this excise is proposed with* 
out any apparent necessity, or convenience tQ 
the public, or even any real advantage, (as is 
suggested) to the landed interest, it most ne- 
cessarily create a jealousy in the people, that 
it. is a step and introduction to a more general 
one ; than which nothing can be more odious, 
and dreaded, but a standing army, that mustf 
necessarily attend the execution of it. 

7. " Because Scotland being charged onfy 
with one shilling per bushel on salt, which is not 
a third part of the duty, it introduces an ine- 
quality in trade, contrary to that which seems 
established by the articles of the Union, and 
tends to the keeping up invidious distinctions 
between the two parts of the united kingdom. 
It may justly be -doubted, if the exemption , 
from this duty at the time of the Union is a 
sufficient reason for the like now, since the 
duty was appropriated to the debts, of Eng«* 
land contracted before, and is now revived for 
the current service of this year ; yet under the 
appearance of favour, the. people of Scotland 
will, at least, pny in three years the full sura of 
24,072/. for the saving of the oqe shilling in the 
pound land-tax, in the current year, amqunUng 
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of Derwentwater, 1 with alt the arrears thereof 
froin his attainder, for l,tOli.Jf.- without due 
notice of time or place for exposing such an- 
nuity to sale, and without the presence "of a 
sufficient number of Commissioners and Trus- 
tees, as required by the Act appointing such 
Commissioners and Trustees. 2. That William 
Smith, esq. did on the 11th day of July 1723, 
for the consideration of 1,060/. contract for an 
Estate of James late ear! of Der went water, 
mentioned, in a particular published by the said 
Commissioners and Trustees, to be of the an- 
nual value of 5,013/,subject:o the annuities and 
incumbrances in the said particular mentioned, 
and to Be sold during the continuance of an 
estate in tail-male, vested in Charles ltatcliffe 
in remainder, expectant on the death of John 
Ratcliffe under age, and without issue-male, 
which contract was, on the 30th of the same 1 
July, vacated and torn out of the Book of 
Contracts, and a new one then procured and 
dated as on the 11th, by which the said WilJiam 
Smith not onjy obtained the said remainder ia 
tail, but also, the reversion in fee of the said 
Estate for the same sum of 1,060/. although * 
sufficient number of Commissioners and Trus- 
tees, as required by act of Parliament, was not 
present either on the 11th or 30th of the said 
July, nor had any notice been given of exposing 
to sale the reversion in fee of the said Estate. 
3. That Matthew "White and William Smith, 
esqs. were present on the 30th of the said July, 
when Samuel Allen, secretary to the said Com- 
missioners and Trustees, signed the names of 
sir Thomas Hales and sir John Eyles to the 
respective pretended contracts, made wiih the 
said White and Smith on the said 30th of July, 
when no Coit\missioner ( and Trustee, but Den- 
nis Bond, esq. and John Birch, serjeant at 
law, were present. 4. That the contracting 
for the sale of the aforesaid Estates, by a less 
number of the Commissioners and Trustees than 
four, and the not giving 15 days notice at least 
of such sales, was a manifest violation of the 
act of Parliament for the sale of the said Estates, 
highly injurious to the public, and a notorious 
breach of the trust reposed in such Commis- 
sioners and Trustees." 



to no less than 12,000/. So that Scotland, in- 
stead of being eased by this Bill, is doubly 
loaded and restrained in her trade upon ac- 
count of this distinction ; and all the bounties 
upon exportation, payable now there by laV, 
are rendered precarious ; and consequently 
this tax should not, in our opinions, have been 
imposed. 

u Because the subjects are laid under 
grievous penalties by this Bill, the incurringof 
wjnch cannot, in many cases, be prevented, 
notwithstanding the strictest care ; whereby 
the most innocent may be subjected ^to the dis- 
cretion and- mercy of the commissioners and 
officers of the revenue, wherein the greatest 
partiality may be exercised. 

9. u Because all taxes which require* a mul- 
titude of officers to be employed in collecting 
them, and which give thereby both occasion 
and pretence to quarter numbers of useless 
subjects on the labour and industry of others, 
become so chargeable and oppressive, that 
they are Jiardly borne in the most arbitrary 
governments ; and that they seem repugnant 
to the very nature of a government constituted 
like ours. The sole expence of levying this 
tax, added to the interest which must be paid 
for loans made on the credit of it, will appear, 
on a, fair calculation, sufficient to discharge, in 
a competent number of years, the principal 
and interest of the whole sum for • which the 
supply is given. In point of good husbandry 
llherefore, we think, that a tax of this nature 
Should be rejected in any country where reason 
is not subdued by force, and where private will 
has not been yet received for law ; but in a 
Hmited monarchy, like this of Great- Britain, 
where the powers of the constitution are di- 
vided and balanced, and yet the whole exe- 
cutive power is intrusted to the prince, we ap- 
prehend, that these frequent and great aug- 
mentations of the number of officers appoint- 
ed, directed and paid by the authority of the 
crown, though employed in collecting "and 
managing revenues, which are no part of the 
revenue of the crown, ought to be esteemed 
dangerous to public liberty, and for that su- 
perior reason to be eternally avoided.-- 

(Signed) Bridgwater, Shaftesbury, Carteret, 
Bathurst, Winchelsea and Nottingham, 

* Coventry, T^tedale, Strafford, Nor- 
thampton, Gower, Ker,Scarsdale, War- 
rington, Litch6eld,Tadcaster, Bristol." 

• Resolutions of the Commons oh the Report re- 
lating to the fraudulent Sale of the Earl of 
Berwcntwater's Estate.) March 30. The 
Commons took into consideration the Report 
from the Committee, to whom all the Books, 
Instruments, and Papers, relating to the Sale 
of the estate of James, late earl of Derwent 
water, were referred, and came to the follow- 
ing Resolutions : 1. «* That it appears to this 
House, that on the 30th of July, 1723, Matthew 
White, esq. was declared the purchaser of an 
annuity of 200/. during the life df Charles Rat- 
•hffie, issuing out of the estate of James late earl 



A Bill ordered in for making void the said 
Sale.] Upon these Resolutions it was ordered, 
" That leave should be given to bring in a Bill 
to declare and make void the several contract!, 
and the conveyances made in pursuance there* 
of, of the Estate of James late earl of Derwent- 
water, to William Smith, esq. and also of the 
annuity of 2Q0/ t during the life of Charles Rat- 
cliffe, with the arrears thereof, to Matthew 
White, esq." 

After this the, House resolved, nera* con. 
u That any Commissioner and Trustee, ap- 
pointed by the said act of Parliament, directing 
or permitting the secretary of the Commission, 
or any other person, to sign the name of toy 
absent Commissioner and Trustee, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners and 
Trustees required by the said Ac^ to. any sale. 
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contract, or other proceedings, was guilty of a 
violation of the said Act, and of an high breach 
of trust.'* 

Then a motion was made to resolve, " That 
any absent Commissioner and Trustee ap- 
pointed by the said act of Parliament, irapower- 
lhg any person to sign his name for hjm, in 
oxder to make up the number of Commissioners 
and Trustees required by the safd Act„ to mat- 
ters of form in proceedings under the said Act, 
was guilty of a great irregularity in the execu- 
tion of the said Act." But many members, 
being of opinion, That it was as great a viola- 
tion of the Act, and as high a^breach of trust, 
for any absent Commissioner to impower any 
person to sign his name for him, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners re- 
quired, as it was for any 'Commissioner present 
to direct or permit any other person to sign the 
name of any absent Commissioner, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners present ; 
the said motion was warmly opposed : however, 
after a long debate, the question was put, and 
it was carried for the motion, by 175 votes 
against 140. 

Dennis Bond, esq. and Serj. Birch expelled 
the House.] That part of the Committee's Re- 
port, which related to Dennis Bond,* esq. 
member for Pool, being read, it was resolved 
" That he was guilty of a notorious breach of 
trust, as a Commissioner for Sale of the for- 
feited, estates, and that he be for the said of- 
fence expelled the House/' The same Reso- 
lutions were made with regard to Serjeant 
Birch, member for Weobly, and he was also 
' expelled the House. 

Sir John Eyles voted guilty of an Irregu- 



* " Perhaps you think the poor might have their 
" part? 

*' Bond damns the poor, and hates them from his 
*• The grave Sir Gilbert holds it for a rule [heart 
** That ev'ry than in want is knave or fool : 
" G«d cannot love (says Blunt with teafrless eyes) 
u The wretch he starves— and piously denies.' 1 
, Pope's Moral Epistle : Ep. 3, 

" This Epistle was written in the year 1731, 
when a Corporation was established to lend 
money to the poor upon pledges, by the name 
of the Charitable Corporation ; but the whole 
was turned only to an iniquitous method of 
enriching particular people, to the ruin of such 
numbers, that it became a parliamentary con- 
cern to endeavour the relief of those unhapi 
•offerers ; and three of the Managers, wl 
were members of the House, were expelled. 
By the Report of tbe Committee appointed to 
inquire into that iniquitous affair, it appears, 
that when it was objected to the intended re- 
moval of the office, that v the poor, for • whose 
use it was erected, would be hurt by it, Bond, 
one of the directors^replied, ' Damn the poor. 
That ' God hates the poor,' and, * That every 
* man- in want is either knave or fool : &c. r 
were the genuine apothegms of some of the 
persons here mentioned*" Pope. 



larity ; and ordered to be tUprimandedby Mr, 
Speaker.] Then that part of the Report which 
related to sir John Eyles, member for London, 
was read, and the recital of a Conveyance en- 
tered into a Book belonging to the said Com- 
missioners and Trustees was read ; then it was 
resolved, " That he was guilty of a great Irre- 
gularity as a Commissioner and Trustee for 
Sale of the forfeited Estates for the use of the 
public, by empowering Mr. Samuel Mien, se>* 
cretary of the commissioners and trustees for 
the sale of the said estate, to sign his the said 
sir John Eyles's name, when absent, in order to 
make up the number of commissioners and 
trustees required by act of parliament, to' 
matters of form in proceedings under the 
said act. And it was ordered, That h& 
should for his said offence be reprimanded in 
his place by the Speaker, and that he should at- 
tend trie House in his place the next morning. % 

The Speaker's Reprimand to Sir John Eyles. J 
March 31. Sir John Eyles attending in his 
place, Mr. Speaker called upon bim by his name t 
And sir John Eyles standing up in his place, 
uncovered, Mr. Speaker, sitting in the chair, 
covered, spoke to him to the effect following : 

"Sir John Eyles;* 
" The House have come to a Resolution, 
That you are guilty of a great irregularity, as a 
Commissioner and Trustee for Sale of tha 
forfeited Estates for the use of the public, by 
impoweriug Mr. Samuel Allen, secretary of the* 
Commissioners and Trustees for the Sale o| 
the said Estates, to sign your name, when ab- 
sent, in order to make up the number of Com-: 
missioners and Trustee's required by act of par- 
liament to rnatters of form in proceedings under 
the said act : 

" And have imposed a command upon ma, 
which is the only one, I can truly say, that I 
ever received with any uneasiness in the place. 
I now sit, not from any doubt of the justice of, 
the command, nor from any unwillingness in ma 
to obey an order of the House, but because 
you, Sir, are unfortunately tbe subject of It, 
for whom I have always had the greatest per- 
sonal regard, . v 

" Tbe Offence you are guilty of, having 
come within the notice of the • House, it was 
impossible it should -escape their censure, as 
it had a reference to a trust reposed in you; 
reposed by parliament, the highest and most 
sacred authority, any subject of this kingdom 
can act under ; and with a particular confi- 
dence in you, and the others joined with you, 
because of the relation you bore to the parlia- 
ment ; a trust of great importance, and which 
required great pains in, and attention to, it j 
and for that a very considerable recompence 
was assigned to you out of the public treasure. 
The recompence,' Sir, you enjoyed ; but the 
pains, and attention, expected from you, you 
failed in ; and illegally delegated your trust, in 
instances, where a false and fraudulent use- 
has been made of it. But happy for jrou, Sir, 
it appears to the House to have been a matter, 
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rather, of evil axatnnle, than of ev ij intenfcaji; 
for which reasons the Resoluuons^of tbe.r&us*, 
oo this occasion, have a mixture of j i|^tice and 
mercy ; towd, a* your Offence w»U alwjiysjjus- 
fify the censure of the House, let it be you,r 
care* Sir, that your future behaviour always 
justify their lenity : let the justice of the House 
make you fear, and the clemency of the House, 
make it a, matter of sorrow in you, to oflfend 
•gain. 

" This sense, I persuade myself, you will 
have of the Judgment, the House ha* parsed 
qflon you ; which is, That I reprimand yputfor 
jour sjud Offence:—- And I dp iqpiiMDt JOU 
a^oiriiogfy." 

4 Sir John Wyk$'$ Rqpty.] Whereupon- sir 
John Egles said, 

• * J am' very much ashamed of an Offence, 
thai baa drawn upon me the animadversion aad 
eeuswt of this House ; an offence, which, at 
die timeoi committing it, I had scarce an. idea 
being subject to blame for. I am now made 
truly sensible of it • and the strong and lively 
colours, in which you, Sir, have drawn it, will 
Be to me a lasting memento of future caution. 

"The judgment the House has passed upon 
me, I endure with a dutiful submission ; -and 
jfoo, Sir, having shewn that tenderness and hu- 
ttasity, which is agreeable to your nature, in 
year kind- and indulgent manner of pro- 
nouncing if, and thereby in some degree 
abated Mrs rigour, I cannot but express my 
grateful and sincere acknowledgments to your- 
•elf, and also to the Mouse, for their favour in 
not carrying this censure to any further conse- 
e>ueqoe. H 

The Thanks of the Commons given to Lord 
Gage fop detecting the Fraudulent Sale of the 
Derwentwater Estate.] Resolved, nem. con 
*• That the Thanks of this House be given to 
the lord viscount Gage, a member of this 
Mouse, for the great service he hath done the 
public, in detecting the fraudulent Sale of cer- 
tain forfeited estates of James, late earl of Der- 
wen mater, and of a forfeited annuity, issuing 
out of the same, which were vested in commis- 
sioners and trustees, to be sold for the 
public use." 

The Speaker** 8peeeh to Lord Gage.] And 
Mr. Speaker gave him the Thanks of the House 
accordingly, as follows: 

« My LordQafce, 
" The House have come to an unanimous Re- 
solution, TUa* the Thanks of the Hpuse he 
given to your lordship, for the great service you 
Save done ,tbe public, in detecting the fraudu- 
lent g&te of certain forfeited estates of James 
late earl of Oerwemwater, an<j of n forfeiteq; 
VMWitty, issuing put of (he saw, w^jgh were 
vested in commissioner* and trusses! tp be 
s<M for the public use. 

, " Ana\the manner of your lprd*bip's making 
ttus discovery has, *he*n. jour, ^interest* 4 



rejpi$ tp the, jjubfe service, aa the effect 
o(it may be grea.t|y to the public benefit. 

" The applying the forfeited . estates, to the 
use- of jtbe pubjic, being one. of the principal rea- 
spps for making it thereby iipppsaihfe. tjiej 
should eyer b$ given back to the unfortunaft 
families they . once belonged to, the House, of 
CqmniOns could not. without uneasiness, thinl 
of this pretended sale, which has thrown into 
private bands, no ways allied to the estate* so 
large a share, of profit, due to the public, witlb 
a very low* and almost the bare appearajice 
only of a' consideration for one part, and not 
so much HS evei) thaf for another. 

" put, your lor.dship's seasonable detection of 
this injurious transaction will very lively pro- 
duce justice and restitution to the] public '; mi 
for. this, service your lordship is now receiving 
a reward, that, t can answer for your torefshioj 
you esteem amongst the greatest, and most 
honourable, you can acquire, and which, mj 
lord* w iU opt onjy remain with you, but wiij 
derive a lasting honour, to those, vfho msj 
come after you : 

"Au honour, my lord, the House has. al- 
ways been most tender of in the way, and for 
the reason, they confer it upon you, and, if I 
may use the expression, is a sort of bounty, 
they have ever been most frugal of granjtin^ 
Few are the instances of it : Not, that public 
services have not frequently been performed, 
but, that the Thanks of the House of Commons 
are never given lor public services, but what 
are tbe most eminent* such as that* which your 
lordship has lately done the state. 

" I am very conscious, how imperfectly I 
have conveyed the sense of the House to youi 
ship ; k)ut the having no time to prepare myself 
for it must be my excuse. I will' only add, 
That no one could with more pleasure obey 
the order of tbe House on this occasion, than I 
do, which is, to give your lordship tbe Tb* u M 
of the House, for your said service to the puhr 
lie : And I do give your lordship tbe Thanks 
of the House accordingly." 

Lord Gage's Reply.] Whereupon the Lord 
Gage spoke to. the effect following: 

u Mr. Speaker, 
" This sudden and unexpected honour haft 
put me inr.o so great ^ confusion, that J nev# 
was more at a loss for words to express myselfj 
than now. All I can say, Sir, is, t,o assuie you, 
and 'the House, that I had no other view in 
promoting tbjs eiiqiiiry, than to discharge the, 
trust my country has reposed in me, by det^c^ 
ing(as far as I was a^le)a fraud 1 injurious tq 
the public 

" And, sinpe the Hpuse has beep pleaded to, 
distinguish my ppor service in $ manner sp fait 
beyond whaf deserveo', pr \ cpuW have, 
expect t(ie,ir approbation of my l>enayiouR 
in thi| pajticulaF ipstanpe YyjJJ, \ ^ops, so 
ipflwenipe my future ppfufytt m aU pth,ersj as 
snay convince th^ W * W»*JJ 
constant (njejim tp mejit the ^ 
hayf o>pe uie on this Q&ffl$qr ^ ^ 



Digitized by 



*069] TATML ISlSTOIlY, If. 

! Farther J>ebi& ?dntmtok&obtnm nnd 
\*Thompson.'} April 3. The affair of George 
Robirison and John Thompson occasioned a 
Dew debate^ for the day 'being then passed, 
on which Robinson and 'Thompson were to ap- 
pear by the act before mentioned, and neither 
f of them having appeared or 'surrendered him- 
i keif in the terms of the said act; it was moved, 
i ' That he mieht be expelled.' But some of the 
t members took notice, That by the sai'd Act, 
I he might within the time limited surrender 
( himself to either House of Parliament ; and 
though he had not surrendered to that House, 
■ yet they did not know but that he had surren- 
dered himself to the other : and therefore they 
moved, That a Committee should be appointed 
j to inspect the Journals of the Lords and to 
i report to that' House, whether any and what 
proceedings had been before the Lords incon- 
sequence of an Act passed that session, intitled, 
* An Act to encourage and compel George 
'Robinson, esq. and John Thompson to ap- 
'* pear, &c.' 

But to this it was answered, ''That according 
to the terms of the said Act, the said Robinson 
might have surrendered himself to the other 
House, and might thereby have freed himself 
from the pains, to which he was by the said 
Act subjected, in case of his not appearing and 
surrendering ; but this they had nothing to do 
%vith, when they came to consider whether or 
no he ought to be expelled ; because in that 
question, the only . point to be considered of 
was, whether or no he had attended the service 
of the House according to order ; if he had, it 
would appear by his answering for himself in 
his place, or by some member's rising up and 
making an excuse for him ; if he had not, he 
was guiky of a high contempt of the orders 
and authority of that. House, for which he Ought 
to be expelled ; and that therefore they had 
not in the present question any business with 
the Journals of the other House." 

At'last the question was put upon this mo- 
tion, and it was carried in the negative. 

Then the House came to a Resolution, netns 
con. " That George Robinson, esq. having 
been charged in parliament with being privy to, 
and concerned in many indirect and fraudulent 
practices, in the management *of the affairs of 
the Charitable Corporation for relief of indus- 
trious Poor, .by assisting them with small sums 
upon pledges at legal interest; and with having 
got into his hands very large sums of money 
belonging to the said Corporation; and being 
returned a Burgess to serve in this present 
parliament for the borough of Great Marlow 
in the county of Bucks, and having never at- 
tended the service of the House, although re- 
quired so to do, was guilty of a high contempt 
©f the orders and authority of this House." 

Xjtto¥gk Hobinson, esq. expelled the House on 
account of (he Charitable Corporation.] Then 
it was likewise resolved, nem. con. " That the 
•aid George Robinson, esq. be for his said t>f- 
fehce expelled the House ;" and Mr* Speaker 
9 



w^rtfefed to ksee his warrant for making 
out a hew writ for the Said borough offllarjo*, 

in his place. ' " 

The Bill Jbt mahimg void tie Sale icf 4fltt 
Emri Of Demventwuter 1 : EsUlU brought itu] 
April 6. Lord 'Gage presented 4o tto Rocmb 
a Bill, " {For making void the several Conuacts 
for Sale of the late Earl of.Derwentwaterii 
estate/' which was read the first, and 'ordered 
to be read a second tieoe, 

A Motion that the Witness** to be examined 
at the second Reading of the said &//, be '«r-» 
amined upon Oath, passed in the Negative^ 
April 17. A Petition of William Smith, esq. 
and Matthew White, esq. was presented to the 
House, and read ; praying to be heard by their 
counsel against the said Bill, which' Petitions 
were ordered to lie Upon the table till the 
second reading thereof) and that the Peti- 
tioners might Xe then severally heard by thejr 
counsel. 

Hereupon a motion was made, u That the 
Witnesses, who^ shall be examined for and 
against the said Bill at ihe second reading 
thereof shall be examined in the most solemn 
manner." This occasioned a long debate in 
the House. Those that were against the 
question representee), " Thatthe House of Lords 
had always insisted upon it, that the House 
Commons, being no court of judicature, had 
not therefore a power to examine witnesses in 
the most solemn manner, at the bar of their 
House : That though this power had always 
been claimed and insisted upon by the House 
of Commons, yet it was a point still in dispute 
between the two Houses : And that if the 
House of Commons should upon that occasion 
make use of this disputed power, it woulji oc- 
casion a breach between the two Houses, 
which might not only prove to be the loss of 
the Bill then under consideration, but mjgnt 
be of much worse consequence, by putting a 
full stop to all the public business of the na- 
tion ; it being well known, that whenever W3f 
breach happened between the two Homes, it 
proved always to be a very difficult and tedious 
matter to re-establish that harmony, which 
ought always to subsist between the two 
Bouses, and without which the public .affairs 
of the nation cannot be carried on; so that 
their coming to any such resolution might in- 
tirely unhinge the government, and throw the 
whole kingdom into confusion. ' ... \ 

Those Members upon the other . hand, who 
were for the question, declared the great re- 
gard and concern they had for the 'Bill tli^n 
under consideration, and for the public peade 
and quiet of the nation ; but said, "That the 
true method of preserving the public quiet of 
the nation was, for each House to take care to 
preserve those powers and privileges whioh 
properly belong to them : for if that House 
should begin to yield up, or not exert a power 
which they had always enjoyed, only because 1 
the other House pretended to dispute their 
having any *such power, they might come' it 
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last to be stript of all the powers and privi- 
leges they ever had or could pretend to : 
That it was well known, that the House of 
Commons had always been used to iro power 
'their Committees to examine fitnesses before 
them in the most solemn mannec; and it was 
very odd to pretend, that the House itself 
'Could not make use of that power which they 
, e?ery day delegated to their committees ; it 
.was not to be presumed, that the other House 
would raise any such groundless dispute: 
That it might perhaps be pretended, that as 
the House of Commons was no court of judi- 
cature, they could not therefore administer an 
Oath : but that was not now to be brought into 
question, because they might get such of the 
members as were justices of the peace to ad- 
minister the oath to the witnesses, upon which 
4>ath the witnesses might afterwards be exa- 
mined at the bar of the House ; or they might 
' get one of the Judges to come to the Speaker's 
Chamber to administer the Oath x to the wit- 
nesses, which was no new or unheard-of me- 
thod of proceeding : for, that there was upon 
their Journals a Precedent for the same, and 
that method was then -allowed of by the other 
'House without any dispute: That even as to 
their having a power of administering an Oath 
in the most solemn manner, they hoped that 
there was no memher t>f that House who 
, doubted thereof ; and if it were to be brought 
into dispute, it could be proved to the convic- 
tion of all impartial men : That the House of 
Commons was certainly a Court of Record, 
their being . such having been admitted of by 
the other House in the most solemn manner, 
as appeared by the 6th of Henry 8, chap. 16: 
By which it was enacted, ' That no knight, &c. 

* should depart from the parliament without 
' the licence of the Speaker and Commons in 
' parliament assembled, to be entered upon 

* Record, in the Clerk of the Parliament's 
f Book, on pain to lose their "Wages/ That 
this was an indisputable testimony of their be- 
ing a Court of Record, and as such they cer- 
tainly had a power to administer an oath in 
any affair which came properly before them, 
And upon which it was necessary that witnesses 
should be examined : That as there was a pre- 
cedent for examining witnesses in the most so- 
lemn manner at the bar of their House, with- 
out bringing their power of administering of 
oaths into dispute, if the present question was 
agreed to, they might follow that precedent, 
and thereby prevent all occasion of difference 
between the two Houses. 

Then the, previous question being put, That 
the question be now put upon the said motion, 
it passed in the negative. The majority of the 
House, being desirous to have the Bill passed, 
were unwilling to agree to any motion that 
might create a difference between the two 
Houses, and thereby hazard the loss of the Bill. 

RjtPOltT FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE 

of Commons on the Fees of the Officers of 
yn* Court. *f Chancery.] April 1& Mr. 



Wyndiram reported from the Committee, ta 
whom the several Lists , of the ' Officers, and 
their Deputies, belonging to the several Courts 
in Westminster-hall, and elsewhere, with the 
Lists, Accounts, and Tables of Fees, claimed 
by them (which were presented to this House 
in the last and present session of parliament) 
and also the Lists, Accounts, and Tables of 
Fees, of the Officers, and Servants, belonging to 
the Judges of» the several Courts in West- 
minster-hall, and the Circuits, the Associates, 
and Clerks of Assize (presented to this Hons* 
in the session of parliament preceding the last) 
were referred, the matter, as it appeared to 
them, with the Resolutions of the Committee 
thereupon, which they had directed him to re- 
port to the House : And he read the Beport in 
his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table; where the same was read; and 
the Report and Resolutions are, as follow; 

" The Committee, taking into consideration 
the great number of Officers,* and Clerks, who 
have presented to this House Lists of Fees, 
thought it necessary to examine into the Feet 
of the Officers of each Court separately, and to 
begin with the Court of Chancery, which is a 
Court always open, and which exercises the 
most extensive jurisdiction, and abounds with 
clerks, and officers. 

€t The Committee enquired, of what officers 
the Court of Chancery did anciently consist, 
and ..what regulation of their fees had bees 
made, and what methods used, to prevent the 
increase of unnecessary officers, and the ex* 
action of illegal fees. 

" It appeared to the Committee r that Cora- 
missions, to enquire into the behaviour of 
officers in courts of justice, ecclesiastical and 
civil, were frequently issued, in former times, 
to several grant officers of the kingdom, and 
others, with power to correct abuses, and with 
direction to certify their proceedings, either to 
the king in Council, or into the Court of Chan- 
cery. • 

4< The inroliment of two such Commissions 
in the reign of James the First, and of four in 
the reign of Charles the First, were produced to 
the Committee, from the records in the chapel 
of the Rolls ; but no such commission has issued 
since the restoration of Charles the Second. 

" Another method of reforming abuses in the 
courts of Justice was, by the presentment of 
experienced practisers, upon oath, appointed by 
the judges of the several courts to enquire, what 
fees had been exacted, other than the ancient 
and usual fees. 

" A Presentment, upon oath, of 15 persons, 
in the 40th of Elizabeth, for the better Refor- 
mation of sundry Exactions and Abuses, sup- 
posed to be committed by officers, clerks, and 
ministers, in the high Court of Chancery, was 
shewed to the Committee ; by which present- 
ment it plainly appeared, who were' the officer! 
of the Court at that time, and what were their 
legal fees. 

" But, a* the officer! of the Court of Chan- 
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eery. are exceedingly increased since that time, 
by patents and grants, and many secretaries, 
and clerks, and other honorary attendants upon 
the judges of that court, appear now to claim 
large fees, whose services were unknown to the 
ancient practisers in the 40th of Elizabeth, the 
Committee thought it proper to make a. list of 
SUch offices, as appear to be ancient, and ne- 
cessary to the justice of the court, and a list of 
such, as have since grown up insensibly into 
offices of great profit, and much increased the 
ex pence of the proceedings of the court ; which 
lists are hereunto annexed, Appendix, NjO. 1, 
and 2. , 

?«. By the Presentment of Fees in the 40th 
of Elizabeth, and by the Lists of Fees, lately pre- 
sented to this House, it appears, that man) fees 
of several ancient officers, then allowed, con- 
tinue the same to this time ; particularly, of the 
examiners, the cursitors, the clerk of the sub- 
poenas, the clerk of the chapel of the rolls, the 
clerks of the petty bag, the six, clerks, and 
others; which the Committee think very ob- 
servable, and consider as the effect of a good 
regulation, once established, which has been 
able to ' preserve itself for above ISO years 
against the incroachments of officers on all 
sides in the same court. 

" The Abolition of the Court of Star-cham- 
ber, and of the court of Wards and Li veries, to- 
gether with all the writs and proceedings of 
those courts, has extinguished some offices, and 
reduced the profit of some ancient officers of 
the Court of Chancery ; and the alteration, 
which time has introduced into the practice of 
the court, has greatly raised the profit* of other 
.officers, who are concerned in the proceedings 
in equity, by tjie multiplying of petitions, bills, 
answers, pleadings, examinations, decrees, and 
other forms, and copies of them, and extending 
them frequently, to an unnecessary length. 

*' It appeared to the Committee, that the 
charge of drawing and entering an order in the 
Court of Chancery anciently was but one or 
two shi Kings, and never exceeded three shillings, 
untill the time, that the office of register Was 
erected, and a grant made of it, and that all or- 
ders, dismissions, and decrees, were endorsed 
upon the pleadings. The fee of three shillings 
and sixpence for each side in all causes, and o£ 
; seven shillings a side in causes by consenr, now 
1 claimed by the register, and his deputies, ap- 
1 pear to the Committee to be a heavy burthen 
1 upon the client, especially, considering the long 
f recitals in decrees and orders of late times, 
! which the deputy registers did acknowledge to 
' consist frequently of twenty, thirty, forty, or 
more, sides, and considering, lhat other forms 
in the same court are charged eight pence, or 
s at most twelve pence a side. 
^ The charge of eight pence a side for copies, 
1 received by the masters, and by the six clerks, 
1 is an ancient fee, where copies are necessary ; 
' but the Committee were informed, that copies 
' .are frequently forced upon the client, contrary 
I to his desire, and claimed by officers, as due to 
( them, or charged by solicitors, though neither 
! Vol. VIII. 
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claimed or paid ; which, considering the prodi- 
gious length of some forms, and that the whole 
proceedings in causes consist often of several 
thousand sheets, is a grievous-abuse, that. ought 
to be reformed. 

" The Masters in Chancery clajm two shil- 
lings for every summons, which the Committee 
admit to be reasonable ; but are informed, that 
abuses have been often committed, by a great 
number of summons issuing, without any atten- 
dance of the clerks, or solicitors, who neverthe- 
. less may charge their clients for such summons, 
and their attendance, because few bills are regu- 
larly taxed before the masters ; which Mr. 
Holford and Mr. Elde, masters in Chancery*, 
did affirm to be a principal occasion of the in- 
crease of expence in causes, the solicitors gene*- 
rally taking upon themselves to tax one another* 
bills, and making what allowances they think 
fit, - . 

" The Committee apprehend, that the feet 
of the secretaries, clerks, a*nd other officers*- who 
do not appear to have been known formerly to 
the court) have never undergone any public er« 
amination; that many different offices render 
the, business of the court very inconvenient *to 
the suitor, and greatly encourage the demand 
of new fees. 

"It appeared to the Committee; that orders 
had sometimes' beejpmade, for. the officers 
hang up publicly lists of their fees ; must tit 
which lists are since withdrawn, or have beeti 
suffered to decay* and become so useless, that 
the officers themselves seemed often doubtfur, 
what fees to claim, and most of them relied 
upon no better evidence, than some informa- 
tion from their predecessors, Or the depatiejs of 
their predecessors that such fees had been dtr 
manded, and received. 

" Among the various claims of those, who 
now call themselves- officers of tjie Court of 
Chancery, none appeared more extraordinary 
to the Committee, than the fee of the secretary 
and clerk of the briefs; who, upon grants, to 
enable persons to beg and collect alms, claim, 
and frequently receive, a fee of forty, fifty, Of 
sixty, pounds; and the register takes, besides* 
twelve or thirteen pounds, for stamping and 
tellirg the briefs ; which fees, with other grea$ 
charges upon the collection, devour three parts 
in four of what is given for the relief of persons; 
reduced to- extreme poverty by fire, or other ac- 
cidents. 

" The Clerk of the lunatics and ideots in* 
formed the Committee, that he had never seen 
any account of his fees, till lately ; he believes^ 
not till a list of them Was ordered to be laid be- 
fore this House : that Mr. Lewis, who had been 
his deputy in his office for 34 years, . had coiir 
stantly refused to shew any list to Mr, Bennet| 
his predecessor ; and that he Had no other rule 
in the demand of his fees, for three or fpur years. . 
but receipts, and loose papers, which he found] 
•in his office ; but that the fees, which he took, 
appear to agree exactly with the fees contained 
in the list, which he has so lately discovered*. 
" Such were the accounts of Fee^, winch $he 
3Z 
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officers ga*e the Conrmittee : who took Ititb 
consideration ihe great difficulty they had even 
to discover, df what officers, clerks, and minis- 
ters, the Court of Chancery,dbes at present 
consist, or in what terms to describe their offices 
and employments, so as to male them discover 
themselves ; and, observing, how little able. Of 
willing, many officers were to give any satisfac- 
tory account of the feed they claim, and repeive, 
Came td the following Resolutions: 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
" Comtftitreej that the long dtease of public en- 
" ijuiries into the behaviour of the officers, 

clerks, and ministers, of the Courts of Justice, 
a has been an occasion of the increase of un- 
« necessary officers, and given cncoeragement 
" to the taking illegal fees* 

H Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
€ * Committee, that the interest, which a great 
" number of officers, and clerks, have in the 
H proceedings in the Conn of Chancery, has 
" been a principal cease of extending Bills, 
" answers, pleadings, trtamiaactotiSy ami other 
« forms, and copies of them, to an unnecessary 
« length, to the great May of justice, smd the 
H oppressibn of the subject* 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
« Coinoftffeej that a table of all the officers, 
" ministers, and clerks, en* of their fees, in the 

* Otert of Chancery, should be feted ami esta- 
« Wished byauthotity ; which ta We should he 
H registered in a book in the said court, to be 
« at hll times inspected gratis, and a copy of it, 

* signed and attested by the Judges of the court, 
« shwrtd be returned to eaohHoiise of Pariia* 

* nrwt, to retoafai among the rewords." 



Appendix. 
No, I. 

A tisT of the Officers of the Court of Chan- 
eery in the Fortieth Year of die Reign of 
, Queen Elizabeth. 

The Mkstdrs df the Chancery 
The Clerk of the Crown 
The Prbthonotary 
The Clerk of the Ranaper 
The Sit Clerks 
The Clerks of the Petty Bag 
The Examiners 
The Cursitors 
Theftegistcr 
The Warden of the Fleet 
The Usher ^ 
The Sealer and Ctnffl>-w*x 
The Clerk of the Dispensations and Faculti . . . 
The Clerk of the Leases 
The Clerk for Commissions of Appeal 
The Clerk of the Records in the Tower 
The Clerk for licences and Pardons of Aliena- 
tions 

The (Clerk for writing of Custodies and Process 
out of the Court of Wards. 

The Clerk for writing the Process in the Star- 
Chamber . -r~ 



fhe Clerk for writing Subpoenas in tBe Coai. 
cet* 

The Clerk for Writing of Presentations 
ThC Clerk for writing of Protections for Hot* 
pitals 

The Clerk for writing of Licences for Wines. 

The Office for filing of the English Pleading*, 
exhibited in Chancery 

The Office for the Examination of letters ta- 
lents in the Chancery 

The Clerk of the Chapel in the &6D* 

The Clerks of the tnrotlmcnts. 

4 No.n. 

A List of the Officers of the Court 6F Chan- 
cery in the Year 1733. 

The Masters in Chancery 

The Clerk of the Crown 

The Prothonotary 

The Clerk of the Hanaper 

The Comptrollers of the Hanaper 

The Six Clerks 

The Sixty Clerks 

The Clerks of the Petty Bag 

The Examiners 

The Copying Clerks in the Office of the Eta* 

miners 
The Cursitors 
The Register^ 

The Clerk of the Reports, in the Register's Of- 
fice 

The Entering Clerks in the Register's Office 
The Warden of the Fleet 
The Usher 
The Sealer 
The Chaff-wax 

The Clerk of the Dispensations and Faculties 

The Clerk of the Presentations 

The Clerk of the Leases 

The ft neper of the Records in tbe Tower 

The Patentees of the Subpesoa Office 

The Clerk of tbe Chapel of the Rolls 

The Clerks of tbe InroUments 

The Clerk of tbe Patents 

The Clerk Of tbe Briefs 

Tbe Cterk^f tbe Costodies, and Patentee 6r 
snaking oat of Commissions of Looaucs and 
Ideots 

The Patentee of the Six-penny Writ Office 
The Patentees for snaking oat Cosnmission of 
Bankrupt 

Tbe Register for broiling proceedings ia mat- 
ters of Bankruptcy 
The Register of Affidavits 
The Receiver of the Fines 
The Serjeant at Anna, attending tbe great Seal 
The Messenger, attending the great Seel. 

Officer* belonging io^he Lord Ckameibr. 

The ttoorkeeper of the Court 
The Purse-bearer 
The Secretary 

The Secretary of the IrVesentationa 
The Secretary of the Commissions ef At 
Pd^lrc. 
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aisp ||ie &nml>Qwt hooks, wd court t f com- 
mittee, and committee pf accoupt books, and 
all the cash books, ledger books, end other 
books of accounts, and papers belonging to the 
aaid Corporation; which beine done, the Pe- 
titmqf proceeded tomakf good the allegations 
Of (heir Petition. 

Vqpr Committee now think proper* in order 
to avoid repetition, to acquaint the Bouse, that 
in pursuance of their orders, all the persons 
examined before the said Cpu>mittee # were 
examined in the most solemn manner. And 
Air. John Harrison, accomptant to the peti- 
tioners, being examined, produced an account 
by which it appears that upon the capital of 
600,000/. 853,317/. 10#. has been paid in by 
the proprietors of the shares and privileges of 
the said Corporation, and that notes for 
101,11$/. and bonds for 44,400/. are now stand- 
ing out, amounting in the whole to 409,333/. 10$. * 
to answer which, there appears to be 666/. 10*. 
74. due from Mr. William Trench, late Cashier, 
.840/. 12$. 7fcf. in the hands of Sir. Jeremiah 
Wainwright, the present cashier. The inven- 
tories of goods pledged in the several ware- 
houses belonging to the Corporation amount* 
ing to 50,000/. and two balances of cash in the 
hands of Peorge Robinson and John Thomson, 
amounting to ^9,^71. 19«. 7di- *hjch can be 
valued »t no more than the respective securities 
of 5,000/. each, and a mortgage of the said 
Robinson's estate pf ^6,000/. by wbjch means 
nil the effects that remain to answer the above- 
said sum of499,339/. IQt. amounts to no move 
than 7f,507/. S*. 2d£, so that there remajn* a 
Ioasof4$lu^5/.6«. 9d|< 

your Coraaritjtee, in order to discover how 
this great lv>¥ hath accrued, proceeded in the 
ftrsjt place to read the several powers by which 
they bad from time *o time ecjed ; and it ap* 
peared hy reading of their charter, and their - 
several licences, that they were the £8nd day pf 
P«cembe«r 1707, incorporated by the name of 
« The Charitable Corporation, for relief of in- 
< dustrious Poor, by assisting them witji small 
« sums upon Podges at legs,! interest/ and im- 
ppwered to raise a fund not exceeding $0,000/. 
but upon power given tp increase the said pa- 
piital by licence under the , privy signet, and 
sign manual. 

That the 32nd day of June upon the 
Petition of the said Corporation alledging, that 
by reason of the present state of trade, and the* 
great want of ready money, 30,000/. wpuld by 
no means be sufficient to support the . charge, 
and tq answer the good ends and purposes of 
the said Corporation, and that their fund had 
never been stock-jobbed as other funds then 
had been* to the great detriment of the public 
credit, which \% wa* their ardent desire to re- 
trieve ano* support, a Scene* was granted by 
his late Majesty to increase their capital, to 
*00,Q0Q/. 

TMt the 31s* day of June, 1738, upon ano- 
ther PatiMon to hie said late Majesty, alledg- 
m tim to4 co«*^d t . their farf of 
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and Ideotey 
The Secretary of the Comjnjssipns of Bankrupt 
The Secretary of the Brjefr 
The Secretary pf Decrees and Injections 
The Secretary of Appeals 
The/ Gentlemen of the phambers 
|he Usher pf^eflaJJI 
Tpe Porter 

Offkmn belonging to the Matter of the RoUt. 

The Secretaries 
f lie Secretary of Causes 
T% Secretary of Decrees, and Injunctions 
The Gentlemen of the Chamber 

Resolution ({fit* Urn* th^m*] v The said 
Resolutions were agreed to by the jlonje; as 
was also the following : 

* Resolved, nem. tm. Hint an humble 
'< Address be presented to his Majesty, that 
»* he will be gracioasly pleased to give #» 
** rections, that a survey be taken of the Of- 
M ficers, Clerks, and Ministers, of the Courts of 
m Justice in this kingdom, and that an enquiry 
«* be made into their fees, in order to reform 
* the same, as to such, as have been imposed 
M upon the stt^eet contrary to right, and to 
" establish what are reasonable, and legal, in 
«* such manner, astiis Majesty in bis great wis- 
dom ^ink fit/* 

Report of tme Committee op the House 

OF COMMONS RELATING TO THE CHARITABLE 

•CoRPOEATiON.i April «0. Mr. Sandys re- 
' ported from the Committee, to whom the Peti- 
tion • of the Proprietors of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, for relief of industrious poor, by as- 
sisting them wkh small sum6, upon pledges, at 
legal Interest, assembled in their general Court, 
is referred; that the Committee had agreed 
tipon a ftirther Report of their proceedings, 
which they had directed him to make. And 
be read the ^mr% in W* place, and afterwards 
delivered it in at the cjerjt's table. The said 
Report is as follows: 

JfaETEER JW&PQ9T, from the Commiuee to 
whom the Petition of the Proprietors of the 
CHARITABLE CORPORATION for 
Belief of Industrious Poor, by assisting 
tbem with soiall Sums upon Pledges at le- 
gal Interest, assembled' in their Qeneral 
Court, was referred? 

Your Co^mUtee, in arder ,t» mate a fulj die- 
/covery of the several embe^zlemf ntf ftnd vio- 
lations of trust, and of the conduct of those who 

the fare and mamgemeu* .of the 
; of the said Corporation, RtAswl m^- 

S cashier, wd apepmp^nt, to lay WQre 
the charter 9^ w?ow>ra4oP^ »PP 

#eve^ jffwm for wlmm $w r m it $, m<* 



Digitized by 



Google 



!0#] PAUL. tttSTORY, 5 George II. 1 732.^ Report of the Commons relating [1060 



lent the same upon pierces according to their 
charter*; "to the great relief oHis Majesty's sub- 
jects ; and that they found by experience', that 
such their lending would be of j^reat benefit to 
trade and niau»facture3 if their fumi was 
greater ; and upon an affidavit of Wilthmi 
Qafcer, esq. then one of the Committee, a 
further licence was granted to increase their 
capital to 300,000/. 

And that upon the 3 1st day of July 1730, 
upon a like 'Petition and Allegation, supported 
%y an affidavit made by William Burroughs, 
esq. another licence was granted by his pre- 
sent Majesty, for increasing their capital to 
600,000*. 

Your ^Committee observe a difference be- 
tween the applications made for the first li- 
cence, and the two last ; the first being made 
by the order of a -general court, and signed by 
their secretary, and their ' seal set thereto, 
whereas the two last were not signed by any 
'person, and were applied for in a clandestine 
-manner, without the privity or consent of a 
general court, or so much as a court of com- 
mittee; 

That by the Charter, a Committee of seven- 
persons were appointed to manage the affairs 
of the said Corporation, who were to be sworn, 
and continue during such time as the members 
of the said Corporation assembled in a general 
court, or the major part of them, should order 
and appoint; and three of them were to be, a 
quorum*, and were iinpowered to treat of all 
things for the management and benefit of the 
said Corporation. 

That courts of committee were to be held 
such days as should be appointed by the. gene- 
ral court; that cashiers, book-keepers, ware- 
house-keepers, and other inferior officers, were 
. to he chosen by the general court, and were to 
proceed under certain rules ; as to their lend- 
ing. 

That the said Corporation, or the major part 
of them, assembled in such their general court, 
shall have rhe management and direction of the 
affairs and busihess of the said Corporation, 
according to the rules and directions mentioned 
in their charter, and according to such other 
rules, orders, by-laws, and ordinances, as shall 
be reasonably agreed by the members of the 
said Corporation, or the major part of them, so 
assembled. 

Thacthe corporation *fia":l not deal in bank- 
ing, or any ways use the bonking trade or bu- 
siness, nor shall upon their common seal, nor 
by their cashier 4 , officers, or servants,or any other 
person in their behalf, give or issue out any 
bills or notes, payable upon demand for loans 
of monies, with or without interest, except such, 
notes as shall be given by the cashier of the 
said corporation for monies to be lent by the 
said corporation upon goods to be pawned to 
them ; nor shall advauce. or lend any monies 
at interest, upon' any pretence whatsoever ex- 
cept Upon their own joint stock or fund. 

Yonr Committee then proceeded to enquire, 
juow the several powers granted by the said 



charter had been observed and executed ; and 
upon the examination of Mr. William Higgs, * 
the first person named in the charter, who was 
for several years of the committee, and hai 
since been their secretary ; and upon inspect- 
ing the general court books, court of committee 
book, and committee of account boolc it 
appears, that from the time of granting 
the said charter, until the 26th of June, 
1718, little <was done : but on the said 26th of 
June, divers officers and agents were chosen by 
the said general court, and the committee ap- 
pointed to settle and regulate the salaries of 
the said officers \ that on the 20th of March, 
1718, the committee reported to a general court 
then held, divers methods for establishing tbc 
snid corporation ; which were agreed unto. 

That' soon after the Corporation, finding 
their fund not sufficient to answer the purposes 
of their charter, solicited and obtained the first 
licence, as aforementioned ; but little was done 
upon that likewise, until the 26tb of October- 
1725, when, a new Committee was chosen of 
sir Robert Sutton, sir John Meres, Dennis 
Bond, esq. Archibald Grant, esq. now sir 
Archibald ; Joseph Gascoigne, esq. sir Fisher 
Tench, • baronet, and William Oaker, esq. at 
which time the Corporation began to enter upon 
full business. 

That by a General Court of the 2d of No- 
vember, 1725, the powers established in the 
said court by charter, to chuse officers, and to 
perform all other matters relating to the Corpo- 
ration, were devolved on the committee. 

That in a Court of Committee the 16th of 
November, 1725, a List of Officers was read ; 
and on the 18th of November, 1725, Mr. £1- 
phinstone was chosen cashier. 

That at a Court of Committee the 2d of De- 
cember, 1725, bonds for the several officers 
were approved, and the form of an oath to ho 
administered to them settled \ which was as 
follows : ' ' 

' You shall swear you will duly and faithfully 

* perform the Office of of the 
' Charitable Corporation for to 
€ the best of your knowledge, skill, and judg- 
' ment, for the benefit and advantage of the 

* said Corporation, and not reveal the secrets of 
' the Corporation,or Committee thereof, so long 
' as you shall continue in the said Office. 

'So help you God.' 

But your Committee cannot find, that the 
said Oath was ever administered to any officer 
in the said Corporation. 

That on the 27th of January, 1725, several 
other officers were appointed, and their sa- 
laries settled, viz. an accomptant general, and 
a clerk. 

That on the 3rd and 4th of March, 1725, 
several proceedings were had concerning their 
several officers, and their salaries ; Mr. Tench 
was chosen cashier in the room of Mr. Elphin- 
stone, and Mr. Wainwright accomptant ge- 
neral. 

That at a Coert of Committee the 3d of 
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March, 4725, the instructions for the officers 
were laid before the court ; v and Mr. Bond was 
ordered , to peruse the same. 

Thaton the 11th of March, 1725, Mr. Tench's 
securities-having not seen the general instruc- 
tions, it was desired the same might not be an- 
nexed to the bond ; thereupon the particular 
instructions for the fidelity of the cashier were 
ordered to Jbe annexed. 

That on the 24 th of March, 1725, at a general 
court, a proposal was made for chusing assis- 
tants ; but the power in the charter being 
doubted, and' not being then thought necessary, 
the same was rejected. 

But on the 7th of April, J 726, eleven 
persons were chosen to be assistants to the 
Committee. 

Upon the 5th of May, 1726, at a general 
court, the powers given to the assistants, as re- 
ported from a court of Committee, were agreed 
to. 

That at' a Court of Committee the 4th of 
January, 1726, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Moody, 
Mr.Robi nson, and Mr. Torriano, were desired 
to inspect the account of the house in Fen- 
church street, and the method of issuing and 
paying the notes given by the cashier for money 
lent upon pledges, and report their opinion 
thereof to the Committee. 

That on the 6rh of January, 1726, at a court 
of Committee, Present, of the Committee, Mr. 
Burroughs, Mr. Mann, Mr. Bond, sir Robert 
jSutton ; And sir Archibald Grant ; Assistants, 
Mr. Torriano, Mr. Moody, Mr. Robinson, and 
Colonel Gardiner, Mr. VVHller, Mr. Oaleer, 
f&r. Bona* iu the chair ; A Committee of Ac- 
counts was established without the knowledge 
or approbation of the general court, to consist 
of nine persons, viz. Sir Thomas Mackworth, 
Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moody, Mr. 
Oaker, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Squire, Mr. Torri- 
ano, and Mr. Waller. 

That on the 19th of January following all 
the committee or assistants, that pleased to 
come to the Committee of Accounts, were to 
have voices. 

The 28th of April, 1727, Present, of the 
Committee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bur- 
roughs, sir Johiv Meres, and sir Robert Sutton ; 
Assistants, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Torriano, Mr. 
Whichcott, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Squire, and Mr. 
Beake, sir Robert Sutton in the chair ; The 
Committee of Accounts were to prepare all 
business in intervals of Courts of Committee, 
and lay the same before the next Court of Com- 
mittee, for their approbation. That all the 
Committee and Assistants be of the Committee 
of Accounts and that that three of the Said 
Committee of Accounts may do business. 

Your Committee proceeded, in the next 
place, to enquire into the original and nature 
of their Fyjid, and find, that by a Deed-Poll 
hearing date the 20*h of November, 1705, the 
subscribers thereto covenanted, in consideration 
of being incorporated in a charter intended to 
be procured at the sole expence of the said 
William Higgs, and of the seven largest sub- 



scribers being named of the Committee for ma- 
naging the said Corporation, and each of the 
subscribers having as many votes as. sums of 
100/. paid into the- fund, or an interest equal 
to sums of 100/. that they would each pay tltfr 
money subscribed ; and tbat lie the said Higgs, 
his executors, administrators and assigns, should 
have one sixth part of the net .profits of the 
said fund, and alt other future sums of money 
employed by the said Corporation. 

That after the Charter was obtained, there 
were two other deeds subscribed to the same 
purpose. 

A I'd upon examining the Stock Ledgers, and 
all other the books and papers relating to the 
Accounts of the Corporation, and taking from 
thence the particular of each account half- 
yearly, or at the respective times of the several 
dividends, as hereafter mentioned, the State of 
the Fund appears to be as-follows, \'n. 

The Capital Stock granted with the' £. ' 

said Charter of Incorporation 

dated the 82nd of Dec. 1707, was 30,000 
This was divided by a Resolution of ( 

the General Court held the 11th 

March, 1707, into 300 Shares of 

100/. each, among the several 

Subscribers to the said Deed 

Poll of the 20th of Nov. 1705. 
And on the^6th of June, 1718, the 

Capital, as it then stood in thte 

names of the said Subscribers, or 

their Assigns, was divided into 

1,200 shares of 25/. each 
And by his Majesty's Licence of 

the 25th of June, 1722, an addi^ 

tion was made to the Capital of 70,000 



So that the whole was then - 100,000, . 

The 1st of April, 1725, the Court 
of Committee created 10,000/. of 
their Capital, part of the above 
70,000/. into Stock, in trust for 
payment of the Debts owing by 
tbo Corporation, to the amount 
of 5,000/. But ns there are 
Account Books in the Office for 
any Monies received and paid on ' 
Account of the Corporation, for 
any time before the 15th March, 
1725-6, it does not appear, how 
the Debts amount to the said 
Sum; and therefore it is here 
stated, as Money paid into the 
Fund on Account of the said 
Capital - - - - 5,000 

The 2d Nov. 1725, the Capital was, 
by a Resolution of the General 
Court then held, divided fnto 
5,000 Shares of 20/. each ; and a 
Subscription for 90,000/. (the re- 
maining part of the said 100,000/.) 
then agreed to, was soon after 
opened, with a payment of 5l, 
per Share, the whole of which x 
Payments(made on or before the 



Digitized by 



J)ec*nto, the 
several £qol(*) amounted to the 
♦ #um of r - T - - • - £1,900 
The 25ihOct- 1726, the said Capi- 
tal, in pursuance of a Resolution 
{(MP made 19 a General Court, 
W«f to be divided into 10,000 
, Scares of 10/. each, pa Payment 
of the further Sum of 5/. on each 
of the Shares before paid in 
upon ; on which there also ap- 
pears to he paid on or before the 
31st Dec. 1726, (at which time 
the Payment on the Calls, as by 
, (the General jUdger, amouoted 
to 38,808/. 155.) the further Sum 
-of 11,9087. 15*. 
And on or before the 23th March, 
17£7 {being part of 28,699/. 185. 
paid as per General Ledger to 
the 80th Sept. 1727) the further 
Sum of 10,291/. 55. 

Making as by the Call Book • £2,200 
On the said 28th March, 1727, the 
same Capital was divided, by Its,, 
solution of the General Court 
then held, into 20,000 $hares, at 
5/. each ; on which Shares (as it 
appears by the ajbovementioned 
Payments amounting to 49,1Q0/.) 
there then was £830 Shares paid 
for ; and bjr a further Call then 
agreed to, there was paid 
For 3681 fa Shares more, 
further part of the said 20,000 
Shares, op or before the 30th 
September, 1727, the Sum of 
£M08/, 1|5|, 
Aid ojj pr before the 21st March, 
#723i *here was likewise paid 
for 2916 & Shares more, 
tbefunherSum of 14,580/. 18f. 
And before the end of July fol- 
lowing the remaining 3,582 \ 

Shares, as brought to 
the Account of Fund in the 
. General Ledger, at Michael- 
mas 1728, were paid for to the 
Amount of 17,910/. 95. 

In all «• * * r $0,900 

Which completed the said 
Capital of f * -100,000 
On the 21st of June, J 728, the C*. 
pital was increased hy his Majes- 
ty's Licence then dated, for add- 
ing Ao the. Fund the further sum 
•* - - - - ^ -m,0QQ 



Which .made the then Capital 
to be - e - 3QOJ0OO 
This new Capital wae also, in pur* 
suance of a Resolution of the 
General Court held the 11th jof 
March following, divided into 
shares of 5/. each, making in jthe 
-whole 40,000 .Sharesj and on 



the 2 1st of the same Marcbj the 
same was directed to be distri- 
buted among the Proprietor* of 
the old Capital, in proportion to 
their respective interest in the 
tme. 

On this it appears there was paid, 

Fpr 4048 Shares on or before the 
31st of March 1729, 2p,?40/. 

For 9$83 Shares mere, oa or he^ 
fore the 30th pf September 1739, 
40,41$/, ; 

For 3307 i Shares more, on or be* 
fore the 31st of March, 1730, ' 
10,537/. 10s. 

For 8784f Shares more, on or be- 
fore the 30th of September, 1730, 
43,922/. . 

For 6379 Shares more, on or be- 
fore the 31st of March, Wit 
31,895/. 

And for 820 Shares more, on or 
before the 30tb of $epf f 17£1, 
4,100/. , • 

Making 32,621& Shares, or io 
Stock 163,109/. 10?. 

§0 that the whole money paid in 
ppon the original Capital, and 
the Augmentation by these Li- 
cence* is (for 52,621A Shares) 
no more than 263,109/. 10*. 

On the 31st of July, 1730, a far- 
ther increase was allowed of 
by his Majesty^ Licence for an 
additional capita) of ; .-$00,009 

Which makes the -whole of the 
Capital, as it now stands, <o be 
f»U • - V * * - 600,000 



This additional Capital was, }ty the 
General Court held Nov. 6,1?;30, 
likewise divided into shares of 
5/. each, making 60,000 Shares, 
and on the *4th of the same 
month was in the like manner 
4«trihuted among the Proprie- 
tors of the old Capital, which 
Distribution wae also directed 
to be in proportion to their re- 
spective interest in the same. - 

And it also appears, that on ac- 
count of this licence there we* 
paid 

For 10,816 Shares, op or before 
the 31st ef March 1731, 54,030/. * 

And for 7325| Shares more, on or 
before the 30tb of Sept. 1731* 
36,628/. 

Making I8,i4lf Shares^r in ,Stac*, 
9Q,70p7, 

So that ell the money paid >P»pen 

the whole Capital i^QOpt 

is j*p more than - w - -$#5^ir & 
. And there remains due 
0/ the 40,000 Shares |*eaaid 

Jjjmp- of jt^e #4s* of Juac, 
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Oh WSJ, Shares the Sum 

of 36,800*. 101. 
And of the 60,000 Shares by the 

•aid Licence of the 3 1st of July, 

1730, Oil 41,858f Shares the fb> 

thet Sum of 209,292/. 
in all 49,236* Share* at 51. each - 246,1ft* 10 
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the warehouse keeper , with a receipt thereupon 
endorsed, for what goods shall be then re-de- 
livered, the borrower shall hare his goods 
again. 

That as often as goods, by failure of redemp- 
tion shall become forfeited, they should be sold 
by way of auction, and public notice first given 
thereof ; and if apon such auction there remain 
a surplus of money more than will pay the 

rncipal and interest, and reasonable charges, 
shall immediately be paid to the prime 
owner, or the bearer of the note given by the 
cashier. 

That the said Corporation shall have power 
to have as many Warehouses within the bills of 
mortality, as they shall think fit. 

Your Committee observe, that these several 
Rules prescribed by their chatter for pledging 
of goods, (however well adapted for the purpose) 
have been either explained away by courts of 
committees, without the approbation of general 
courts, or else totally neglected, which has been 
one of the great causes of the mischiefs which 
have ensued. 

On the 18th of November, 17S5, at a Cottft 
of Committee, Present, Mr. Oaker, sir John 
Meres, Mr. Bond, Mr. Grant, sir Robert Sut- 
ton, sir Fisher Tench, Mr. Gascotgne, sir Ro- 
bert Sutton in the chair; John Thomson was 
chosen chief warehouse keeper. 

At a Court of Committee tbe4tb day of De- 
cember, 1725, the Securities of Mr. Thomson: 
were referred to Mr. Grant to be examined 
into. 

On the 27th of January, 1725, an assistant 
warehouse keeper, and a sufficient clerk in the 
warehouse keeper's office, and also a surveyor 
of the warehouse, were appointed; and the 
aaid surveyor was to have 20s. per week, and to 
be continued weekly, and take an path impar- 
tially to survey the goods. 

On the 8th of March, 1725, Mr. Chtrke was 
chosen surveyor of the warehouse; and the seS 
cond article of the cashier's instructions, direct- 
him to see the goods put into the warehouse, 
was ordered to be expunged, and to be inserts 
ed in the instructions for the accomptant. 

On the 6th of February, 1725; Mr. Thom- 
son's securities were approved upon Mr. Grant's 
recommendation . 

On the 21st of February, 1725, an Addition 
was made to the warehouse keeper's instruc- 
tions. 

On the 11th of March, 1725, the Secretary 
reported that Mr. Grant had perused the ware- 
house-keeper's instructions, and approved of 
them. 

On the Oth of May, 1726, at aConrt of Com- 
mittee, Mr. Gryll, the cashier at Spring Gar* 
den, was ordered to have a lock on the door of 
the warehouse, distinct from that kept by, the 
warehouse keeper, and to be present, when anjr 
thing is put into and taken out of die ware- 
house. 

Your Committee observe, that this Order 
still subsists; and no jfledges have ever been 
lost out of this warehouse since theaaiif order 



to complete the Capital of - ,£600,000 0 

Your Committee having enquired how the 
Powers vested m the General Court by their 
Charter were transferred to the Committee for 
managing the affairs of the said Corporationj and 
how a number of persons were by the said Gene- 
ral Court appointed assistants to the said Com- 
mittee; and how the said Committee and Assist- 
ants, (without the consent or approbation of a 
General Court,) established a committee of ac- 
counts ; as likewise into the state of their fond ; 
proceeded in the next place to enquire into the 
methods laid down by the Charter or other- 
wise, for pledging goods, and lending money on 
goods so pledged. 

The Charter directs the several pledgee to he 
entered in a book to be viewed gratis, and kept 
And preserved by the warehouse- keeper for that 
purpose; that the Corporation should keep 
one or more register or entering- book, wherein 
should be fairly written the names, natures, 
kinds, and quantities of such goods, pawns, or 
pledges, as shall be brought by any borrower 
to be pawned ; and that such goods should he 
carefully preserved and kept by- the warehouse 
keeper, dr warehouse keepers, in convenient 
Warehouses or places within the bills of morta- 
lity : and that a reasonable value Of such goods 
Shall be agreed and settled by and between the 
borrower and warehouse keeper : whereby it 
may appear that such goods are a Sufficient 
Security for the sum lent upon the pledge,' 
together with the interest that should grow due. 

That such warehouse keeper should from 
time to time give notes in writing to every bor- 
rower, expressing and describing the afore- 
mentioned to be the agreed value of the goods so 
pledged, and aleo mentioning the sum of money 
which should be then lent upon such goods, and 
that all notes So given to such borrower, as 
aforesaid, should be entered in some book to be 
kept for that purpose by the book keeper of the 
laid Corporation. 

That after such note should be so made, the 
borrower shall bring such note to the cashier 
of the said Corporation, who shall file the same, 
and pay the money r and also give another note 
for and on the behalf of the Corporation to the 
borrower, entitling him, or the bearer of such 
notes, to the redemption of the jpods so pledg- 
ed, upon repayment of the principal money 
and interest. 

loat when any borrower shall otter to pay 
the monev lent to him, and interest, as afore- 
said, he snail deliver up his note given to him 
by the cashier, and take back the note that 
shall have been first given by the warehouse 
keeper; and upon le-deliveriog die same to 
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was made ; and bad the same order still subsist- 
ed at the other" house, it musf; have had tlie 
same effect. 

That on May the 13th following, Present, of 
the Committee, sir Archibald Grant, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, Mr.Oaker; Assistants, Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Haley, Mr. Has- 
top, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, IVfr. Watts, and sir 
Archibald Grant in the chair,; Mr. Wainwright 
the accomptant in Fenchurch Street, was or« 
dered to leave his. key of the warehouse with 
Lovell the messenger of the said house, who 
was to keep the same for the same purposes, 
and under the same limitations, as it was left 
with the accomptant : that this was done at the 
request of Thomson the warehouse keeper. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright being examined, 
said, That, in pursuance of the said order, be 
gave the said key of the warehouse in Fen- 
church Street to Lovell the messenger, and be- 
lieves, he acquainted sir Archibald Grant, that 
he was not abje to keep the key, and perform 
the duty his office as accomptant required of 
him ; but whilst be had the key, he always 
went into the warehouse with Thomson. That 
soon after be delivered the key to Lovell, the 
Corporation removed from Fenchurch Street to 
the Louse on Lawrence Pulteney Hill ; and that 
he has lain there ever since, which is about 
three years ; and believes, Lovell never had a 
key of those warehouses, nor any one else, but 
•nly Thomson. 

Nathaniel Lovell the messenger, being exa- < 
mined, said, That he never had a key of a 
warehouse delivered to him, but has heard Mr. 
Wainwright say before some of the Committee, 
since Thomson's going away, that an order 
\was made for the key to be left with hi nr. 

Your Committee observe, that by this order 
this cheque was taken out of the bauds of a prin- 
cipal officer in the corporation, and who had 
given large security for his. good behaviour, and 
ordered to be put into the hands of a mean 
officer, who had given no security. 

On the 13th of May, 1726, Mr. Clarke, the 
surveyor of the warehouse, was ordered to give 
an account of his particular observations upon 
each parcel weekly to the Committee. 

On the 20th of May following, Mr. Clarke, 
the surveyor of the warehouse, was desired to 
bring his observations in writing upon the in- 
sufficiency of the value of some of the pledges, 
upon which money had been lent at tbe house' 
in Fenchurch Street* in the same method he 
has made them on the pledges taken in at' 
Spring Garden ; aud that the gentlemen wbo 
atteud in Fenchurch Street to morrow, do talk 
v*fth Thomson about the pledges he has taken 
in. 

And your Committee observe, that sir 
Archibald Grant and Mr. Squire, were the two 
persons appointed to attend that day ; but it 
does not appear to your Committee, that those 
gentlemen ever made any report concerning the 
.jaid pledged ; but the order for examination 
into the sufficiency of pledges was not only neg- 
lected, but Mr. CWke, the surveyor, who had 



given information of the insufficiency of pledges, 
was soon after discharged at the request of 
Thomson, and no surveyor of the warehouse* 
was ever after appointed. 

The 27th of September, 1726, Present,, of 
the Committee, Mr. Oaker, sir Archibald 
Grant; sir John Meres, sir Fisher Tench ; 
Assistants, Mr. Haley, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, 
sir John Meres in the chair ; The Court of 
Cowmitteee taking into consideration the sur- 
veying of the warehouse, resolved that there- 
was no further occasion for tbe service of Mr. 
Clarke, surveyor of the warehouse; which Or- 
der was confirmed by the court of Committee 
the 7th of October following, Present, of the 
Committee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Bond, sir John 
Meres, sir Archibald Grant, sir Fisher Tench ; 
Assistants. Mr. Squire, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Jack- 
son, and Mr. Hayley, Mr. Bond in the chair; 

Your Committee observe, that from thit * 
time all the cheques upon the warehouse* 
keeper appear to be taken off, and Thomson 
was leftmt full liberty to do what he thought fir. 

That on the 8th of November, 1726, Pre- 
sent, of the Committee, sir Fisher Tench, sir 
John Meres; Mr. Bond, Assistants, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Sqaire, Mr. Lilly, sir John Meres in 
the chair; the Court of Committee taking into 
consideration the Regulation made the 2nd of 
March, 1725, * That no sum above 1,000/. be 
* lent upon any one pledge at the house in Fen- 
' church street it was resolved, " That any 
one of the Committee or assistants, attending in 
the said house, be impowered to authorize by 
any writing under his hand, the respective 
officers of the said house to lend more than 
1,000^ upon one pledge at any time, when the 
necessity of the borrower does require it, or he 
shall see other sufficient cause to do it." 

At a Court of Committee the 18th of No- 
vember, 1726, Present, of tbe Committee Mr. 
Bond^sir Robert Sutton, sir Fisher Tench ; sir 
Archibald Grant, sir John Meres ; Assistants, 
Mr. Squire, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Hartop, Mr. 
Lilly ; sir Robert Sutton in the Chair; It was 
ordered that all Borrowers might negotiate 
their business with this Corporation, either by 
themselves, or such brokers, as they think pro- 
per; and that copies of this Order be put up 
in the office. 

The consequence^f which Order, your Com- 
mittee observe, was, that very great sums 
amounting to 320,401/. 19s. 3<Z. were lent to 
brokers, a particular account w hereof is here- 
unto annexed, and wasoueof the great sources, 
from which these great Losses have arisen. 

the 28th of July, 1727, Present, of the 
Committee, Mr. Bond, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Mann ; Assistants, Mr. Beake Mr. Torriano, 
Mr. Squire, Mr.Oaker; Mr. Bond in the Chair; 
It was ordered, That Mr. Thomson may lend 
as far as 2,000/. upon any one pledge, and any 
further sum, with the approbation oflhe Com* 
mittee. 

That on the 28th of June,, 1726, the Ac- 
comptant was ordered to prepare, and lay be- 
fore the Committee every week, an account 
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of the pledges that were forfeited to this Cor- 
poration. 

On the 8th of July following, Thomson, the 
warehouse keeper, was ordered to prepare 
weekly Catalogues of the goods, which from 
tfme to time became forfeited for want of re- 
demption. 

At a Court of Committee the 3d of March, 
1726, it was ordered, That the Committee of 
Accounts do inquire into all Pledges made to 
this Corporation ; and that they make a Re- 
port relating to redemptions, or goods remain- 
ing in the warehouses, with all incidents attend- 
ing the same. 

At a Court of Committee the 11th of April, 
172?, it w as ordered, That an account of all 
the pledges made to the Corporation, be en- 
tered into a book to he always laid upon the 
Cable, when the Committee of accounts, or the 
gentlemen that attend at the house in London, 
ror each day respectively do meet there : That 
the dates of the times when each pledge is 
taken in, and place where the same is depo- 
sited ; and also that the several redemptions, 
and renewals, from time to time, be particu- 
larly set forth in the said account. 

This Order, however necessary for the pre- 
servation of the'Corporation, your Committee 
observe, was never complied with, though the 
Committee of accounts were frequently re- 
minded of it by Mr. Higgs their Secretary, 
whose duty it was so to do ; but instead there- 
of, they took upon them, withont the privity of 
a court of Committee on the 26th of Septem- 
ber following to order, that it should appear 
upon each certificate, where the pledge was 
lodged. 

. But this Order likewise was never complied 
with, but in one or two instances, and has 
long since been discontinued. 

Your Committee perceiving by the General 
Account laid before them, that a very large 
sum amounting 396,060/. lis. Qd. J, was charged 
to have been lent on Pledges, proceeded to 
enquire into the reality thereof; and Mr. 
James Milne, and Mr. Thomas Leafe, being 
severally examined, said, that they were, upon 
Thomson's withdrawing himself, appointed with 
others to take an inventory of the goods at the 
Charitable Corporation house on Lawrence 
Pountney hill, and the out warehouses be- 
longing thereto; and that they made a com- 
putation of such goods as had pledge numbers 
and were redeemable, which amounted to 
about 25,000/. principal mcney; and such 
goods, for which no pledge numbers could he 
found, were appraised, and amounted to about 
15,000/. And Thomas Leafe farther said, 
That, to the best of his knowledge, goods ha*d 
not laid longer than two years without being 
renewed, and paying the interest and charges. 

Thomas Warren said, That Richard Woolley, 
and he, had been employed by the Corporation, 
as assistants to the warehouse keeper, to lott 
out goods for public sales ; That when he first 
attended, goods were chiefly pledged in the 
examinant's and WoolleVt names, and fre- 

Veu V1IL 



quently unknown to them : That tbey were 
permitted by a Committee of accounts to dis- 
perse handbills, importing, that persons ap- 
plying to Messieurs Woolley and Warren, 
might have their goods pledged with the ut- 
most dispatch and secrecy; and pursuant 
thereto their names were made use of as the 
nominal pledgers ; that when the examinant 
pledged any goods for any person, he received 
5s. per cent, commission for so doing, and de- 
livered the defeazance on such bill of sale to 
the person the goods belonged to ; but that 
numbers of pledges have been made .in nis 
name, which he knew nothing of, or ever saw 
the goods ; that he has been frequently sent 
for by Mr. Tench to sign bills of sale, weeks 
after the money had been received by Thom- 
son; and at the same time asked Tench if 
goods were deposited for them ; Tench replied, 
he could not tell, Mr. Thomson brought them 
to him: Upon which the examinant 'asked 
> Thomson, if there were goods to answer such 
bills of sale; Thomson replied, they were in, 
warehouses abroad, that they had great num? 
bers of them, and shewed him, a great 
number of keys labelled, which Thomson 
said belonged to outwarehouses. The ex- 
aminant farther said, That one Mr. Jones 
had an office likewise there, and that his 
(Jones's) servant, signed such Bills of sale. 
That the examinant has not signed bills of sale 
for two or three years past, or ever gave Fran- 
cis Thomson leave to sign any Bill of sale for 
him ; That he did once pledge woollen goods 
on his own account for 500/. which were de- 
posited in the office : but never knew of any 
fictitious pledges in his name: 'And said, he 
pledged for Mr. George Robinson sundry goods 
in the names of the examinant and Woolley, 
of a large value ; but they were a sufficient 
security for the money borrowed on them ; 
That the Corporation had lent more than two 
thirds of the value on goods; and particularly 
on plate, at 5s. per ounce. 

Mr. Richard Woolley being examined, said, 
That about September or October, 1727, he, 
and Thomas VVarren, were appointed by the 
Committee of the Charitable Corporation, ta 
be assistants to Thomson, their warehouse 
keeper, at public or private sales : That he 
acted as a broker for persons that wanted to, 
borrow money of the Corporation, and gene- 
rally took 5*. per cent, for so doing : and has 
not attended, or acted as a broker at the said 
office for three or four years past: That he has 
frequently had commission from the said bor- 
rowers, to sell goods out of the office at private 
sales : That, when the goods have been 
pledged in his name, and with his privity, he 
always gave the defenzances to the borrowers: 
That he seldom received any ready money on 
pledges ; but sometimes his servant, and ge- 
nerally the person he pledged for, receii^d the 
same, and his name |ias been frequently made 
use of to screen the real borrowers : That Bills 
of sale have been made out in his name, when 
he has known nothing of it ; He has signed 
4A 
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Bills of Sales frequently at Thomson's request; 
and has been called on by the casliier to sign • 
certificates a fortnight or three weeks after the 
cashier had paid the money to Thomson, as 
the casliier informed him : That he never took 
away any defeazances, unless the goods were 
pledged, by bim ; and remembers but few 
pledges that exceeded 4 or 500/. That he has 
pledged goods of his own, and his servant re- 
ceived the money : That he never scrupled 
signing any Bill of Sale or defeazance, when 
Thomson required him ; but never had any 
consideration for so doing : That he believed 
sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Squire, and most of 
the directors, knew that he signed his name 
without seeing the goods, particularly Mr. 
Squire : That he never signed a blank bill of 
•ale : That when he has signed bills of sale, 
he did not know they were fictitious, Thomson 
saying, That he had goods sufficient to answer 
the money lent : And being shewn a bill of 
tale, signed with bis name, he said, he did not 
know the hand : And he further said, that 
he never gave Francis Thomson, his servant, 
leave to sign bills of sale in his name, pr ever 
knew that he did : That he, the examinant, 
believes, that Mr. Squire, Mr. Burroughs, and 
«ir Archibald Grant, must know, that bills of 
sale were signed, for which there were no 
pledges; and that he has often asked Mr. Squire 
(who lodged with bim) whether there were real 
pledges to answer the money lent, who said, 
llr. Thomson was a very honest man, and in 
good circumstances ; and that there were suffi- 
cient pledges in many out warehouses: That he 
.has known goods of David Avery's pledged in 
his and Warren's names, which were not at the 
office at the time of pledging, but has after- 
wards seen large quantities of hollands and 
cambrick brought to tlie office, which he be- 
lieved were Avery's, or the person's he was 
concerned for. 

Your Committee think proper to observe, 
notwithstanding; the declaration of the said 
Woolley and Warren, large sums of money ap- 
pear to be lent in their names, for which there 
are no pledges. 

Francis. Thomson, servant to Richard Woolley, 
being examined, said, That in the month of 
Way 1729, he, by the order of John Thomson, 
signed twelve or fourteen blank bills of sale, 
defeazances, and receipts, for messieurs Wool- 
ley and Warren, the said Woolley being theri 
partner with Thomson ; and the pretence was, 
that if the examinant was out of the way, and 
the person should come to renew a bill of sale, 
it could not be done. He further said, that he 
had signed fifty more for any names Thomson 
pleased to order him, and remembers two of 
them were m the names of Thomas Warren 
and George Cruikshanks, who lives at Peters* 
bur^h : That Woolley has been in the room, 
and also captain Burroughs, and Mr. Squire, 
when he has signed such bills of sale : That 
John Thomson used to sign the certificates to 
the cashier for the payment of money to himself 
Wore the bills of sale were signed ; and that 



Mr. Tench, then cashier, has sent fur the ex- 
aminant to sign the bills of sale three or four 
days after Thomson had received the money on 
such bills of sale ; That being asked, if real 
gooods had been pledged for the bills of sale he 
had so signed, he answered, heeould not say 
there were real goods pledged ; and several 
receipts signed being shewed the examinant, 
and asked, if he knew the band, be said, it 
was David Avery's.. 

David Avery heing examined, said, That he 
has pledged goods in the names of Wolley and 
Warren, and other brokers, for large sums of 
money, to the Corporation : That he has signed 
defeazances for the renewal of goods, at Thom- 
son's request, but newer saw the goods : That 
he has borrowed to the amount of 16 or 
20,000/. upon real pledges, and had defeazan- 
ces for such goods : That from the 28th of July* 
1727, to the 17th of July, 1729, he pledged 
sundry goods in his own name,, which were 
deposited in the company's warehouse ; and he 
never made up any account upon redemptions 
but with Thomson : That lie never paid any 
money to the cashier or settled an account 
with him ; but has received money from him ; 
That he has given leave, at John Thomson's 
request, to Francis Thomson, to sign bills of 
sale, certificates, and defeazances, in bis name ; 
and the said defeazances have been delivered 
to John Thomson ; and he has impowered the 
said Thomson to sell his goods, or any part of 
them, by public or private sales, and has left 
bills of parcels with him for that purpose : 
And that the said Thomson would never de- 
liver his goods without having money or bill* 
on such persons as he likgd, or an exchange* 
for other goods of the same value : That the 
said Thomson generally made up the exaini* 
naut's account of interest and charges on re- 
demptions, and received the money ; but some* 
times, when busy, would send his servant t« 
the accomptant, to make it up ; but Thomson 
received the money, and delivered the goods.. 

An Account being shewn bim of goods 
pledged in his name, amounting to I6,084f. 
3s. 8d. he said, That to the best of his know- 
ledge, there were real pledges for that sum; 
hut added, that be had signed hills of sale at. 
Thomson's request, when he did not know that 
there were real goods for such pledges. An<| 
that he has borrowed money upon pledges in* 
his own name, when the pledge has been other 
people's, and has given them the money, and 
defeazance : That he has several times renewed 
pledges, and has paid the interest and charges 
due thereon : And said, that if the goods are 
not to be fevund in the warehouse that he 
pledged, they must have been sold or other* 
wise been disposed of, he often having left de- 
feazance in Thomson's hands to impower him 
to sell the goods. , 

A Bill of sale being shewed him^ he owned 
be had signed i:, but did not see the good? 
specified in the said bill, and is not sure but 
they may be the same goods, which were about 
three years ago pledged to the Sword Blade 
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company at 1 1 per cent, charges included, the 
defeazance for which he gave to Thomson, and 
desired him, if he found them a security for 
more money, to redeem the same, and let him 
have the surplus ; and some time after Thom- 
son told the examinant, he had redeemed them, 
and the goods were sold, bat the surplus is not 
accounted for. 

David Faikney, servant to John Thomson, 
being examined, said, That be was employed 
by the said Thomson to fill up bills of stole, 
certificates, and defeazances ; and when he was 
out of the way, the same were filled up by 
Thomson and Leafe; and has seen but few 
hills of parcels for large sums : That he has 
known goods brought in, on which 1,000/. or 
1,200/, has been lent, particularly cloth : That 
Thomson has given him notes of the sum, pet- 
son's names, and quality of the goods, from 
which he filled up bills of sale, certificates, and 
tkfeazances, and from thence entered them into 
the pledge book; and Leafe used to do the 
same. The examinant further said, That, when 
he had made out such bills of sale, by order of 
Thomson, the said Thomson has sent for Fran- 
cis Thomson, servant to Wooiley, to sign the 
same in the names of Wooiley And .Warren; and 
that they both knew of it, and used to signsuch 
hills of sale, till within these 12 months. He 
Jikewise said, That about two years ago, a large 
sum of money was lent on indigo, and asking 
Thomson, why it was not brought to the Corpora* 
tion house, he said, the proprietors rather chose 
to have it in their own warehouse: That at 
another time some cochineal was pledged, and 
the examinant said, it would he much safer in 
their own warehouses, than it would be abroad ; 
upon which Thomson told him, He had no- 
thing to do to trouble himself with affairs 
abroad; which discouraged him Yrom saying 
any more, he not being willing to be turned out 
of his bread. Being asked, if pledges bad not 
been sufficient ; he said, That after the last sale, 
when people brought in their defeazances, in 
order to receive their surplusses, be made out 
an account of their pledges ; and some of them 
proved deficient; That Thomson bad asked 
the examinant to sign bills of sale ; but he re- 
fused. 

Thomas Leafe being examined,* said, That 
David Avery was with Thomson three or four 
times a week, and used to pledge great quanti- 
ties of goods to the Corporation, which were 
deposited in Warehouses, of which Thomson 
had the keys ; and believes, Avery generally 
lodged goods for the money he borrowed : That 
Wooiley and Warren were great borrowers; 
hut does not know whether goods were pledged 
for the money so borrowed ; that when pledges 
were taken in, Thomson was always present; 
and when the borrowers have come to redeem 
tbem, they were brought down by Faikney ; 
tbat he has filled dp bills of sale by order of 
Thomson in the names of Wooiley and War- 
ren, but never signed such bills, without their 
being first filled up; that the bills of sale were 
filed in Thomsons office, and the certificates 
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/ and defeazances sent to the cashier, and not to 
the accomptant; and that whilst the affair of 
the Corporation wasdepending in the House of 
Commons last session, it was intended to change 
the old method of their bills of sale, certificates, 
and defeasances, because they would not tally 
with the alteration of the interest made (iy the 
said House, which the Committee designed to 
follow; at which time large sums of money 
were lent upon pledges, for which no defea- 
zances were given, and the certificates were cut 
from the bills of sale, without marking the num- 
ber of the cheque side by Thomson himself, or 
by hip order, who he looked upon to have the 
management of the Corporation : That he has 
signed defeazances, as if the goods were his own, 
by Thomson's order, it being the method of the 
office : but could not say, whether there were 
goods pledged, or not ; that plate, linen, and 
other things, have been pledged in his name, 
particularly 608 pieces of dowlas for one Jen- 
kins a goldsmith, by the order of Thomson ; but 
he never received any money upon his own ac- 
count from the cashier. 

And he further said, That in looking over 
Mr. Tench's cash book, he saw several draughts 
on Robinson for large sums of money, and be- 
lieves, theywere drawn by fictitious certificates 
signed by Thomson ; and such draughts have 
amounted to near 200,000/. and sometimes the 
certificates have been sent up to Robinson, who 
gave Thomson credit for them, and debited the 
Corporation; by which method those large ac- 
counts arose. The examinant believes, the di- 
rectors did not know of fictitious pledges being 
made by Thomson, until he went away : He 
likewise said, That upon looking over Mr. 
Tench's cash book, he observed when pay- 
ments of large sums of money had been made 
on shares, fictitious certificates have been signed 
by Thomson', as if there were real pledges, 
and carried to the Cashier; upon which large 
draughts have been made on Robinson, and 
frequently such certificates have been sen', up 
to him, by which means' Robinson has been 
enabled to pay in the money on his shares. 

That Thomson has frequently given certifi- 
cates to Robinson, to enable him to make up . 
his accouut with Tench, and be believes several . 
fictitious pledges have been made in his(Leafe's) 
name, ana he has signed the same by Thomson's 
order ; and does not believe all the fictitious cer- 
tificates made by Thomson were sent to Robin- 
son, but other people had some of them : Tbat 
be has beard captain Burroughs say, tbat Ro- 
binson had drawn out large suras of money, and 
bad employed the same in the copper works 
with sir Thomas Mack worth; and believes he 
meant the Corporation's money. 

That Avery and Leake borrowed of Thomson 
4,537/. 17s. 9d. without any pledge, tor which 
they were to pay 10/. per cent, and that large 
sums have been lent to Wooiley and Warren in 
the same manner. 

That Thomson advanced 18,000/. on the 
Morven mines in Scotland, and 4,000/. on the . 
mines in Norway ; gat there was an account 
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between sir Archibald Grant and Thomson, in 
which sir Archibald had but small credit for se- 
veral years, and the debit side amounted to 
upwardsof 10,000-?. and no interest charged for 
the, same. 

And the examinant upon a further examina- 
tion said, That Mr. Squire, Mr. Burroughs, and 
sir Archibald Grant, and believes Mr. Tench, 
knew of such fictitious pledges : and believes 
not any other gentleman in the direction knew 
of it. / 

David Faikney, being again examined said, 
That he apprehended, that for the bills of sale 
made out for large sums in Woolley and War- 
ren's uame, the pledges were fictitious. That 
Thomas Hodgson, servant to Mr. Robinson, 
used to come to Thomson's office, and acquaint 
him, that, 5, 8, or 10,000/. notes would be due 
on particular days, and desired, he would make 
provision for them ; upon which Thomson has 
given the examinant old defeazances, and 
ordered him to renew them, by making out on 
them new bills of sale, certificates, and defea- 
sances; When the examinant had so done, he 
used to carry the old defeazances, which were 
in Woolley and Warren's names, to the ac- 
comptaht*s office, in order to have the interest 
and charges cast up, and then left the new and 
old defeazances u,pon Thomson's desk, for him 
to settle with Mr. Tench the cashier; upon 
which new notes were issued out to enable Ro- 
binson to tike up the old ones. 

Mr. John "Richardson, clerk to* the cashier, 
said, That when renewals of pledges have been 
made, he has asked Thomson, why the certifi- 
cates have not been signed ; Thomson replied, 
That was only form ; *hat Thomson paid him 
tjie interest and charges on such renewals, and 
be delivered up to Thomson the old certificates : 
That Thomson paid him at one time 7,000/. 
for interest and charges on renewals of pledges, 
part of which sum, upwards of 3,000/. was new 
pledges ; Part was an account of about 1,400/. 
allowed him for charges expended last session 
of parliament, and the remainder was in money. 

Thomas Hodgson, clerk to Mr. George Ro- 
binson, said, that the said Robinson did 
about theraonth of September, 1730, borrow 
of the Charitable Corporation the sum of 
32,000/. in the examinant's name, but un- 
known to him, and ordered him to go to the 
Corporation, and sign the Bills of sale, and 
defeazances.; and that he, the said Robinson, 
would take the certificates himself, for he had 
given Thomson security : and the said Robin- 
son afterwards brought six certificates to the 
examinant, amounting to about 21,000/. and 
ordered him to carry them to Mr. Tench, the 
then cashier, and see them discharged off the 
debit side of the book. And being asked if he 
knew of- any goods pledged- by Mr. Robinson, 
said, he remembered about forty pipes of iadigo, 
worth about 4,000/. and is not sure if there was 
not some cochinenl ; but knows of no other 
goods pledged bv the said Robinson. 

Jeremiah Wainwright, Cashier to the said 
Cqamanyi said, That he never carried qp to 



the Committee any certificates for pledges, ancf 
believes, his predecessor Mr. Tench never did. 
That he had nothing to do with the warehouse-* 
keeper's office, but always believed, there were 
real pledges, and never had any suspicion of fic- 
titious pledges being made, till since Thomson 
went away. I'hat he shewed captain Mole- 
sworth in bis office an account of all the pledges 
unredeemed at Lady Day 1731, in a little 
stitched book, wherein was principal and inte- 
rest; and pointed out to him several larjge 
sums that had been due a long time ; and told 
captain Molesworth all the old pledges should 
be redeemed or renewed, which would bring in 
a considerable sum of money, to pay tbe divi- 
dend. Captain Molesworth carried the said 
book to Thomson, and, left it with him; and 
the said Thomson promised the said pledges 
should be redeemed or renewed accordingly. 
That he used to enter the pledges generally from 
Mr. Tench's book, and examined the same 
monthly with Mr. Tench by the certificates ; that 
he did so until the end of April last; that there 
were certificates for all the pledges to that 
time : that he never took notice of the receipts 
on the back of such certificates not bein^ signed 
(he looking only on the face of such certificates) 
till since Thomson went away, when they were 
examined in the presence of Mr. Grove, one of 
the inspectors, and a notary public. 

Thomas Leqfe, being again examined, said, 
That for three years past there has been want 
of money at the Corporation House at different 
times, and since the obtaining of the last licence 
for the enlargement of their capital, money has 
been scarcer than formerly ; and has heard it 
often said amongst the officers, that there was 
not money sufficient to supply the borrowers, 
That in the year 1727, when Robinson came 
into the Corporation, money was begun to be 
drawn out by Thomson on fictitious pledges. 

-Thomas Jones said, Tjiat he did go to sir 
Archibald Grant's on the Monday before tbe 
city petition was presented to parliament against 
the said Corporation, at Warren's request, and 
acquainted sir Archibald, that he was drawing 
a case of the mismanagements of the Corpora- 
tion, and the abuse of their charter. Sir 
Archibald was surprised, and told him he hoped, 
he, Jones, would assist them, now all the world 
was upon tliera ; that he had put them iu a 
method, and they had had good success. The 
examinant replied, That he did not know what 
success they had had, hut he had a paper in his 
bosom he was going to print ; that he would 
not assist them, but would appear against then*. 
Sir Archibald replied, If he had any demands 
on the company, ne should apply to them ; and 
desired him not to print his case. That then 
one Mr. Waller came into the room, in whose 
presence he gave sir Archibald" several hint*, 
viz. That the Corporation was abused by pri- 
vate sales ; that their warehouse was a public 
shop; that a great deal of money was lent on 
fictitious certificates; that if the warehouse 
keeper certified he had goods to the cashier, he 
could receive the money directly. Sir Archi- 
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bald told him, it was a mistake; thai he was 
sure it was so such thing. The exaininaot in- 
sisted that a Committee should be called, that 
he might acquaint them therewith. Sir Archi- 
bald .said, they were in a hurry, and it could not 
be; but there was one called that evening, 
and he was summoued to attend it ; at which 
were present, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Benjamin 
Robinson, and Mr. Zangtou a proprietor, but 
not in the direction : be produced a ease, and 
read part of it, and then told them the several 
mischiefs that attend the company, by the 
power reposed in Thomson in concert with 
captain Burroughs, Mr. Squire, and one or two 
more, and how they might remedy it ; for that 
it was in Thomson's, and one or two of the di- 
rectors power to run away with the company's 
cash. 

That the examinant did meet Mr. Burroughs 
and Squire at sir Fisher Tench's request at the 
Pope's Head Tavern in Cornhill, and to them 
read bis case ; they said, there was nothing in it ; 
but burroughs likewise said, he had commission 
from the committee to compromise all matters 
with him, and appointed to meet at the Bell 
Tavern in Nicholas Lane in the evenitig; 
which he did ; that a bond of 4000/. was pre- 
pared for the said Burroughs to enter into, that 
theCorporation should abide by an award men- 
tioned in the said bond ; but Burroughs refused 
to sign the same, hut gave the examinant a 
note of his hand for 500/. in part of satisfaction 
for his demands, which he promised to re-deliver 
to him upon performing several conditions men- 
tioned in a defeasance signed by him at the 
same time; «that he has received the said note. 

Thomas Warren said^Tbat when the Corpo- 
ration was before the parliament last year, be 
believes captain Burroughs, or sir Archibald 
Grant, sent him to Mr. Jones, whom be found 
to be tbeir^eoemy ; and he told them of it ; 
hut he heard aftewards, they had made him, 
easy; and to the best of his remembrance 
captain Burroughs, or sir Archibald Grant, 
told him ho. 

, Your Committee rinding a very great Debt 
created by notes, amounting to 101,115/. pro- 
ceeded to inquire, how the same had happened, 
and find, that the first entry in the books con- 
cerning notes since the re-establishment of the 
Corporation, is at a Court of Commute held the 
16th of February, 1725, Present of the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Grant, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, sir John Meres ; sir John 
Meres in the Chair, A form of a Cash note was 
then settled. That at a Court of Committee 
held the 94th of February, 1725, the Cash 
Note was amended. That on the 2nd of 
March following, the Court of Committee or- 
dered 1,000 Cash Notes or Bills to be printed. 
That the 11th of the same month at a Court of 
Committee, Present, Mr. Oaker, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, sir John Meres, Mr. Grant; 
sir John Meres in the Chair ; the said Cash 
Nojes were directed to be made payable to Mn 
Jeremiah Wainwright then accoroptant, and 
be waatamdwraethe same. 



The 31st of March, 172$, the cashiers were 
ordered upon the Tuesday following, and so upon 
every Tuesday successively, to give an account 
to the Committee of the cash by each of them 
received and issued, and produce the balance 
then in their hands respectively. - 

Your Committee observe that this Order 
was never complied with, and if it had, sacfc 
large sums of money would not have been env 
bezzled by the warehouse keeeper or cashier* 

That on the 15th of July, 1736, Presen*/ 
of the Committee, sir Fisher Tench, sir Arobi» 
bald Grant, Mr. Oaker, sir John Meres ; As- 
sistants, Mr. Ially, Mr. Squire, Mr. Robinson, 
Mr. Jackson, Col. 'Gardiner, sir Archibald 
Grant in the Chair; The court of Committee 
ordered, that the cash notes bear 3/. per cent, 
interest. 

That on the 19th of the said July, Present* 
of the Committee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Gascoigne, 
sir John Meres y sir JohnJVleres in the Chair ; 
Upon a debate at the Court of Committee 
concerning a contract proposed to be entered 
into with Robe and Jones, concerning the cir* 
culating the Corporation notes, it was resolved, 
that the Committee could not legally enter 
into any agreement with any person or persons 
for circulating their notes. 

Notwithstanding which, on the l<Hh of An* 
gust following, Present, of the Coiasamittee; 
sir, Fisher Tench, sir Archibald Grant; Mr. 
Oaker, Assistants, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Squire, 
Col. Gardiner,, Mr. Hartop, Mr. Lilly, Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Hayley ; sir Fisher Tench in the ( 
Chair; the Committee executed a Deed with 
Jones for circulating their notes. 

Thomas Jones, auctioneer to the said Corpo- 
ration, said, That in the year 1726, be entered 
into a contract with the said Corporation to 
borrow 60,000/. per annum, and was to pledge 
goods for the said sum of one-third more than 
the* value, and was to pay 5/. per cent, for the 
money, and 5/. per cent* for the charges, and 
was to take 30,000/. of the company's notes in 
part of the said sum, at an interest of 3/. pet 
cent, and was to.be allowed 2/. percent, for 
circulating all notes issued by the Corporation, 
at 3/. per cent. And the cashier was to pro- 
duce his book every week of all notes issued, 
if he required him, and likewise their cash 
book, for his satisfaction : That be was to be 
allowed 20s. per diem during the time of each , 
sale, and half the commissions taken by. the 
company for selling such goods, which was 2/. 
per cent, after deducting all charges, in which 
charges the 20*. per diem was included : That 
the said contract was to continue for seven 
years; hut for greater certainty he referred 
himself to the said contract; a copy whereof 
is hereunto annexed. (No. -5.) 

That some time after he found he was 
greatly injured by the Corporation's private 
sales, and complained thereof to sir Robert 
Sutton, Mr. Lilly* Mr. Squire, sir John Meces,' 
and Mr. Benjamin Robinson, and gave orders * 
to his Attorney, torile a biti in cnancery against . 
the CojpuraJUoa, antt^t inula*)* >*> . make Mr, • 
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Burroughs, Mr. Squire, Thomson, Woblley, and 
W arren, parties thereto, who were the persons 
chiefly concerned, and who received the pro- 
fits of such sales; and that he intended filing 
* the said Bill about two months before the pe* 
tition was presented by the city, the last ses- 
sion of parliament, against the said Corpora- 
tion : That in the same year, he applied to se- 
veral persons of his acquaintance to exchange 
Corporation notes for money, with good success, 
in order to assist him to carry on his contract 
with the said Corporation. 

That in pursuance of his contract for circu- 
lating notes, he thought it necessary, an office 
should be assigned him in the Corporation house 
(which was accordingly done by the Committee 
and assistants) that he mighty register all notes, 
and be satisfied,' that no notes were issued 
without a pledge, in order to secure the money 
advanced on the said notes: That if this me? 
thod had been pursued, the proprietors would 
have been safe, and affairs carried on with ad- 
vantage ; but some of the Committee and as- 
sistants told him, unless he would comply with 
some offers they proposed, they would make 
bis contract not worth one shilling. 

Being asked, what offers he understood those 
to be, he said, a share m the profits of his con- 
tract, which he refused ; .and from that time, 
they endeavoured by all artifices to defeat him 
in the prosecuting of this affair; that in order 
thereto, they made Richard Woolley, and Tho- 
mas Warren, assistant warehouse keepers, and 
appointed them an office adjoining to the street 
door, in order to prevent him and his servant 
from seeing what pledges were brought in, bis 
office being at the farther end of the- ware- 
house, where he entered all pledges brought in, 
for which any notes had been delivered, he 
being only to circulate the same; that he 
complained of this to Mr. Squire, Mr. Lilly, 
Mr. Jackson, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, 
Mr. Burroughs, and Mfr. Mann, but could 
never get any redress ; that Woollev and 
Warren were at that time in mean circum- 
stances, having been lately cleared by the ace 
of bankruptcy, though they soon after became 
great men. 

That on the 6th and 9th of September 
1726, the form of the note was finally settled, 
a copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

That at a Court of Committee, the 18th of 
November, 1726, Present, of the Committee, 
Mr. Bond, sir Robert Sutton, sir Fisher Tench; 
sir Archibald Grant, sir John Meres, Assist- 
ants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Hartop, Mr. Jackson, and 
Mr. Lilly, sir Robert Sutton injLhe Chair; 

It was ordered, That Mr. Tfnch, their 
cashier, do draw the cash of this Corporation 
out of the hands of Mr. Pepys, and lodge the 
same in the hands of Mr. George Robinson ; 
and that the cash of this Corporation be for the 
future lodged in 'his hands till further order, to 
be drawn out by the cashier, as occasion shall 
require it 

That at a Committee of Accounts the 17th 
«? January, 1736, the Cash Book was ordered 



to be kept in the manner and form it then 'was, 
with this addition, that a balance be struck 
every last day of the month, and carried for- 
ward to the supceeding month-. 

That the Monthly Gash be examined by the 
Committee or assistants, and every article passed 
in the debtor or creditor, signed in the margin 
by the. examiner, and that the vouchers i)e 
marked in the same manner, if necessary to be 
kept, and that the notes paid off be cancelled 
and filed. 

That on the 1st of March, 1728, Present, 
of the Committee, Mr. Burroughs, sir Archi- 
bald Grant, Mr. Oaker ; Assistants, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Moody, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, and 
sir Archibald Grant in the chair ; A Court of 
Committee executed au Agreement for circu- 
lating their notes with George Robinson, esq. 
That your Committee do not find any order 
made by a general Court for making notes, or 
circulating the same, or approving; such, when 
made, or any contract for circulating them. 

Thomas Leofe said, That he has filled up 
some hundreds of promissory notes for value 
received per a pledge in the cashier's and his 
own office for large sums of money, by Thom- 
son's order, for twelve months, beginning 1726 
to Midsummer 1730; and has seen captain 
Burroughs, Mr. Square, and others, sign such 
notes singly by themselves with the initial let- 
ters of their names: and said, that he used to 
fill up Corporation notes; that the accomptant 
generally signed them first, then one of the 
Committee, or assistants, and then the cashier; 
that he always carried them to the cashier's of- 
fice, when so completed, and has frequently 
seen Thomson have such notes in is hand. 

Jeremiah Wainwright said, That he has carried 
notes paid off, to the Committee, which he be- 
lieved were filed, and the books discharged. 
That about the middle of May last, Captain 
Burroughs, Mr. Squire, and Mr. Jackson, came 
to Mr. Tench, and ordered him to fill up notes 
to the amount of 60,000/'. which be did, part 
one day and part another ; that Mr. Tench 
signed them, and they ordered the eiaminant 
to sign them likewise, but he refused ir, saying, 
there. was no occasion for him to sign them, till 
they were issued put; that he believes, they 
were dated the same day tbey were filled up, 
and those gentlemen said, they were to be lock- 
ed up in an iron chest in the .said room,; that 
he left them in their custody, but did not see 
them locked up, but believes they were never 
issued ; that he has heard sir Robert Sutton, 
and others of the Committee say, the said notes 
were filled up by consent of the Committee ; 
and he believes, the said notes were made to 
exchange for old notes which were or should 
become due, to keep up their credit, cash being 
low at that time, and not sufficient to discbarge 
such notes as became due ; that the said notes 
were not made out on pledges, and had no 
pledge marks on them. Being asked, if sir 
Robert Sutton was present, when the said notes 
were filled up, he answered, he was certain sir' 
Robert was not present, but he , has heard sir* 
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to issue out 30,000/. notes ; I knew not of any 
such resolution before ; and though I greatly 
respect and love him, I must beg his and every 
other gentleman's pardon in this case ; when f 
have delivered up the key, I am well aware 
they may issue 100,000/. without my know- 
ledge, and they will be very glad, when 
they are at liberty so to do, without letting me 
know any thing of it ; but then what I am ig- 
norant of I am not accountable for. But that 
I may not hereafter be chargeable with this 
fact, and to remove from being obnoxious and 
troublesome with my scruples to the Society, I 
shall he Willing to give them this satisfaction of 
my resignation. 

" They will say it is because I have notes of 
my own (about 5,000) that I am fearful of 
lessening the security of them by increasing 
the company's debt. This may be one reason^ 
but the apprehension, that these notes of so 
late a date may come abroad into the world, and 
occasion a further inquiry, is the principal one. 
But I heartily beg your pardon for sojfreely de- 
livering my sentiments to you, and shall detain 

Sou no longer than to assure you, I am, &c 
lay 11, 1731. 

" P. S. Sir, I know Mr. Robinson has very 
large cash in his hands, near 50,000/. which if 
he were obliged to pay, would supply the want; 
of notes." 

That at a Court of Committee the 15th of 
May, 1731, present, of the Committee, sir Ro- 
bert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, Robert Mann, 
and William Burroughs, esq. ; Assistants, Mr* 
Benjamin Robinson, Mr. Squire, and Mr. 
Beake, sir Robert Sutton in the chair ; Th« 
key of the box, which had been sent by Mr. 
Torriano to sir Robert Sutton, was ordered to b# 
delivered to Mr. Squire. Soon after which, the 
60,000/. notes before mentioned were coined* 
Your Committee finding a Debt due of 
44,400/. by bonds, proceeded to inquire into 
the same ; and the first account they find of 
this Corporation's dealing in bonds, was * 
Treaty entered into between this Corporation 
and the York Buildings Company, in she year 
1724, for the York Buildings Company to lend 
to this Corporation 100,000/. in bonds, which 
were tq be exchanged for ready money ; but 
that treaty, by the advice of council, not taking 
effect, nothing more was done in bonds until] 
the 6th of July, 1731, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Moles worth, 
captain Burroughs; Mr. -Bond, Mr. Mann, 
Assistants, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Squire, sir 
Archibald Grant in the chair : When a Copper 
Plate was ordered by the Court of Committee* 



Robert Sutton declare, that he, captain Moles- 
worth, and others, were present, when the said 
notes were burnt. 

Thomas Warren said, That he has sold, for 
Robinson, Corporation notes' payable in six 
months to the amount of 170,000/. and notes 
payable in twelve months to the amount of 
200,000/. some of which have been taken in 
and delivered out again, which makes the sum 
so large. That he, knows of no notes of a later 
date than January 1730. 

David Faikney said, That he has seen 
Thomson have quantities of the Corporation's 
notes in his custody, and had a jealousy, that 
be made use of the Company's money, but be- 
lieved he had an estate to answer it. That on 
the 20th of March, 1730, at a court of commit- 
tee, an order was made, that no more notes 
should be issued ; in pursuance of which ano- 
ther order was mane that the blank notes 
should be delivered to the Committee of Ac- 
counts, to be by them locked up in the iron 
cbest. 

And by the evidence of Mr. John Torriano, 
one of the assistants hereafter mentioned, it ap- 
pears, That the key of the said iron chest, 
was put into another chest, to which there were 
two locks ; the key of one of them was delivered 
to Mr. Burroughs, and the other to him, which 
he kept till the 11th of May following, when 
be was pressed to deliver the same by Bur- 
roughs and Squire, who told him that at a meet- 
ing the night before at sir Archibald Grant's 
it had been resolved to issue 30,000/. notes. 
That he refused to deliver it, urging several 
reasons against it, and particularly, that Cor- 
poration notes could not be struck but upon 
pledges, and asked, whether they had now an 
offer of Pledges for 30,000/. Squire answered, 
do, but that these notes being dated before 
Che time limited in the Bill, they might be 
kept, till they were wanted; he thereupon 
absolutely refused to do it; hot as soon as 
they were gone ; be wrote a Letter to sir Ro- 
bert Sutton, and enclosed his key in it. The 
#aid Letter is as follows ; viz. 

" To Sir Robert Sutton. 

" The inclosed key is one of them which be- 
long to the box, in which are the keys of the 
iron chest ; the notes were by order of a court 
of a committee locked up therein, upon a re- 
solution taken and entered in the books of the 
Corporation, not to Issue from and after that 
day any more notes. This resolution (as I 
humbly conceive) cannot be broke into or re- 
versed, but by the same authority which made 
it ; and therefore, as I am confident, it is irre- 
gular to issue any more notes at all, and much 
more so without reversing that order upon the 
books in the same manner and form in which 
it was made, I shall not scruple to enter my 
protest thereto, or at least to declare, that I 
will not deliver out the note books myself, nor 
have any hand in it, because it is as dangerous 
as it is an unwarrantable proceeding. My 
good friend Mr. Squire tells toe, v it was resolved 



to be made for the printing nf Bonds, Tor the 
use of the Corporation, for the sum of 100/. 
each. And accordingly on the 15th of July, 
1731, at a court of Committee, Present, of the 
Committee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, 
Mr. Burroughs; Assistants,' Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Squire, Mr. Benj. Robinson, sir Archibald 
Grant in the chair ; The Corporation Seal 
was affixed to 100 bonds or 100// each 
That on the 19tb of tbe said July, at a 
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mitter, sir Archibald Grant, Mr., Burroughs * 
Assistants, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Benj. Hobinson, 
Mr. Squire^ Mr. Beake : sir Archibald Grant in 
the chair; the seal was afljhed to 100 bonds 
more of 100/. each. 

that on the 20th of the same July, at a Court 
Of Committee, Present, of the Committee, sir 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Bond, 
Assistants, Mr. Moody, Mr. Benj. -Robinson, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Squire ; sir Archibald Grant 
in the chair; the Corporation's Seal was affixed 
to 100 bonds more of 100/. each. 

That on- the 17th of August, J731, at a 
Cotfrt of Committee, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs ; 
Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 
* Moody, Mr. V?aller> Mr. Squire ; capt. Bur- 
roughs in the chair ; the Corporation's Seal 
was affixed to a hundred more borids of 100/. 
each. 

That on the 10th of September, 1731, at a 
Court pf Committee, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, Sir ifobert Sutton, Mr. Moleswortb, sir 
Archibald Grant, capt. Burroughs ; Assistants, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Waller, Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Moody ; capt. Burroughs in the chair ; that the 
Corporations Seal was affixed to 100 bonds 
more of 100/. each. 

Your Committee observe, that they assumed 
to themselves this power of creating bonds, 
without the least colour of authority from their 
charter, or any direction from the general 
court, and affixed the seal to some of them, 
without a sufficient number of committee men 
required by charter to do a corporate act. 

That the only pretence for creating and 
issuing such bonds, was to pay off their old 
notes, and to evade a promise made to the 
Bouse of Commons last session of parliament, 
that no more notes sbould be issued' after the 
l&rh day of May last. 

Jeremak Wainwright said, That by order 
of the court of Committee of the 8th of Oct. 
1731, he delivered 4,000/. Corporation bonds to 
George Robinsnn, esq. and had a receipt for 
the same from Thomas Hodgson his servant, 
dated 5 on or about the ninth of October : That 
most'of the said bonds were dated the^ preced- 
ing month : that he delivered by order of the 
saM Committee 3,000/. in bonds to Thomas 
- Warren, who used to exchange the same for 
the Company's notes, which were become due. 
« Thomas Warrtn Said, That he had bonds 
issued to him by order of the Committee, 
which bonds were to take up the Company's 
notes, wlii dh were due or should become due. 

John Herring, esg. being examined, said, 
tftat lie receive^ 2,000/. in Corporation bonds 
of Bents Bond, esq., for which he gave him in 
exchange five Corporation notes, and the re- 
mainder in money to complete that sum. 

That the examinant went to Mr. Bond's 
bouse, -and lie carried the examinant to Ran- 
dall's coflfee house, Where : he staid till Mr. 
Bond came back ; and, as they were returning 
thraugh»the city, Mr, Bond pulled out of bis 



bosom or pocket a large p'arcer of bonds, and 
took those out from amongst them, ano! be- 
lieves, there might be as many more, and ap- 
prehends he received them during the time be 
left the examinant ; That, since this affair 
happened, he applied to Mr. Bond, and told 
him, he had not checqued the bonds, and 
hoped, he would relieve him, but Mr. Bond 
said, he exchanged notes for the same. And 
the examinant apprehends said Mr. Bond had 
picked up notes to exchange for the same. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright said, That he ex- 
changed bonds amounting to 4000/. with Mr. 
Bond, for the same sum in due notes, which 
he supposed were his own ; and believes, he 
went to. Mr. Bond's bouse to exchange the 
same. 

Your Committee then proceeded to inquire? 
what Dividends had been made, and do not 
find that any have been made before the 14th 
of November, 1727, at a general court, Pre- 
sent) of the Committee, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Bond ; Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Benjamin' 
Robinson, Col. Gardiner, Mr. Geo. Jackson, 
Mr. Torriano, Mr. Beake, Mr. Oaker, aim? 
Mr. Charles Waller ; Mr. Burroughs in the 
Chair : "Mr. Burroughs from the chair ac- 
quainted the Court, that, the Committee and 1 
Assistants having cast up the books, a dividend 
might be declared of 3s. per share for all the 
money paid into the fund before the 22nd of 
July last. * 

That on the 30th of April, 1728, at a Ge-. 
neral Court, Present, qf the Committee, Mr. 
Oaker, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs, 
Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. Benjamin Robin- 
son, Mr. Wbichcote, and Mr. Moody ; Mr, 
Burroughs in the Chair ; A Dividend of 4$. 
per share upon the. profits of the Corporation, 
for the last six months ending March the 30tb, 
was declared. 

That at a General Court held the 15th of 
October, 1728, Present, of the Committee, 
Mr. Oaker, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bur- 
roughs; Assistants, Mr. Benj. Robinson, Mr. , 
Squire, Mr. Torriano, Mr. Moody, Mr. Jack- 
son ; Mr. Burroughs in the Chair ; The Com- 
mittee and Assistants, having considered the 
Profits made the last half year, were of opinion 
that a dividend of 5s per share might be made ; 
which was ordered accordingly. 

That at a General Court the 27th of March, 
1729, Present, of the Committee, Sir Archi- 
bald Grant, Mr. Burroughs; Assistants, Mr. 
Sfcjuire, Mr. Moody, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, 
Mr. Torriano, Mr. Jackson ; Mr. Burroughs in 
the Chair; The Committee and Assistants, 
havingexamined into the accounts of this Cor- 
poration were of opinion, that dividends of- 
profits this half year may be 5& |)er share; 
which was ordered* accordingly. 

That at a General Court the* I6t1i of Oc- 
tober, 1729. Present, of the Committee, sir 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Burroughs, 
Mr. Mann ; Assistants, Mr. WbicHcot^. Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Mr. Beake, 
Mr. Squire, Mr. Moody, Mr. 



Torriano, and 



Digitized by 



IMS] PAUL HISTORY, 5 Gioict II. 

*ir Archibald Grant in the Chair; The Com- 
tnittee and Assistants, having examined into 
the accounts of this Corporation, were of opi- 
*nibn» that they can divide 5*. per share for this 
kalf year. ^ 

; |That at a General Court the 24th of March, 
,2f29, Present, of the Committee, sir Robert 
Sutton, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Bond, Mr. Mann, 
} Hr. Moles worth ; Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Squire, Mr. Waller, Mr. Moody, Mr. Torriano, 
and Mr. Burroughs in the Chair; 'the Com- 
mittee and Assistants, having cast up the books, 
do find the Corporation can divide 5s. per share 
for this half year. 

, That at a General Court the 1st of October, 

1730, Present, of the Committee, Mr. Aisla- 
• Die ; Assistants, Mr. Moody, Mr. Squire, Mr. 

Torriano, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Mr. Wal- 
ler ; Mr. Aislabie in the Chair ; a dividend of 5s. 
per share was agreed upon. 

That at a General Court the} 25th of March, 

1731, Present, of the Committee, Mr. Moles- 
worth, Mr. Burroughs, sir Archibald Grant ; 
[Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Benjamin Robin- 
ton, Mr, Jackson, Mr. Moody, Mr. Waller; sir 
Archibald Grant in the Chair; the Gentlemen 
' in the Direction, considering the charge the late 
prosecution against the Corporation had put 
them to, and the extraordinary expence the 
conforming to the sense of the House of Com- 
mons for setting up more houses for lending 
small sums to the poor would be attended with, 
thought fit to propose that the dividend for the 
last half year should he 3*. 6d. which was 
agreed to. 

That at a General Court the 4th of October, 
1731, Present, of the Committee, sir Archibald 
Grant, captain Burroughs, Mr. Molesworth; 
Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Waller, Mr. Beake, 
captain Burroughs in the Chair ; the Gentle- 
men in the Directiou, having examined the ac- 
count of profits for the half year ending at Mi- 
chaelmas, find, that 3s. per share may be di- 
vided for that half year. 

But your Committee must observe, that on 
the 19th of October following, the said Order 
was postponed, and has never yet been com- 
plied with. 

four Committee likewise observe, that not- 
withstanding the declarations made by the 
Committee and Assistants in the General Court, 
for declaring of dividends ; that they had cast 
up the books ; examined the accounts, and con- 
sidered the profits whereupon to make the same 
dividends ; not one of them had ever looked 
into the warehouses, to see whether there were 
[any pledges for the several large sums that had 
been lent out ; nor bad they sometimes even 
seen any account whatsoever, 

Mr. John Venabla, accomptant to the said 
Corporation, being examined,said, That he was 
appointed to the said office the 13th of July, 
1731; that he never received any directions 
from the Committee or Assistants to make up 
any accounts, but was told by Mr. Wajnwright 
the cashier (who had formerly been accompt- 
ant) that it was hit duly to make out an ac» 
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count half-yearly, in order that a dividend might 
be declared, and that the said Mr. Wainwright 
gave him instructions , for that purpose. Ac- 
cordingly he or his clerk did take out of the 
books the principal sums lent, first deducting 
what was received by. sales, or paid in part, 
and cast up interest on the remainder, after 
the rate or 10/. pet cent, for all pledges to the 
1st of April, 1731, as the v appeared upon tha 
books, and that he never had any doubt of the 
reality of such pledges : That from the first of 
April he calculated the pledges above 500/. at 
6/. per cent, under 500/. tp 100/. at 7/. per 
cent, under 100/. to SO/, at 8/. per cent, and 
20/. and under at 10/. per cent. That this ac~ 
count he made, in order for a dividend in Oc- 
tober, 1731, and brought it to Spring Garden, 
in order to lay before the Court of Committee 
for that purpose ; but the Court of Committee 
and General Court were up, before he arrived, 
and bad declared the dividend; that he met 
captain Molesworth and Mr. Beake in Spring 
Garden, and shewed them the Account, and 
declared to them his apprehensions, that the 
Account was not to be depended upon ; for 
that he had carried on interest for above 3,000/. 
in that account mentioned to be in Thomson's 
hands on account of sales, and had been so 
some years; and also for 6,000/. Thomson had 
received on account of sales above a year; and 
also, that since the first of April last, near one 
third part of their capital was calculated at 61. 
per cent, and the dividend at 6/. per cent, so 
that that money could answer no charges. 
Upon which the gentlemen seemed surprised, 
and captain Molesworth desired him to make 
out an estimate against the next day^ of the 
amount of the pledges above 500/. which he 
did ; that the next morning before ten, captain 
Molesworth and sir Robert Sutton came to the 
office in the city, and sir Robert went to Tbora-r 
son to inquire after this affair ; and the exami- ' 
nant has heard, that Thomson was ordered to 
make up his account of sales, and that Thom- 
son alledped be owed the company .nothing; 
for that he bad accounted for the sales bv re- 
demptions, and so paid interest for all the 
money to the time ot payment, and the com- 
pany were no sufferers ; that Thomson did pre- 
pare an account of sales, and laid it before the 
Committee, and Mr. Molesworth brought the 
said account to tbe^examinant, and afterwards 
fetched Thomson to his office, who made the 
declaration aforesaid, but owned it was irregu- 
lar, and promised it should be so no more a 
that he never examined the vouchers for the, 
pledges, in order to make up the general acV 
counts, they being in the custody of the cashier, 
but made it up from the books in his office ; 
that upon, the first Committee day after the said 
General Court, he was told by the Committee, 
he had mistaken the general instructions ; for 
that it was never intended, that the pledgee 
made before the first of April, 1731, should be 
calculated According to the said instructions, 
but only the pledges made since ; that as the 
parliament were inclinable to settle the rates, • 
4B * 
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so they would allow to the borrowers gJL per 
cent, and all pledges in general, save those for / 
20/. and under (which were still to carry 10/. 
per cftnti) should from the said first of April 
be cast up at 8/. per cent, and thereupon the 
account was delivered to the examinant to al- 
ter ; which he did accordingly. That he be- 
lieves sir Robert Sutton's and Mr. Moles worth's 
earnestness with Thomson to clear, up this, 
matter, was the occasion of his going away ; 
and said, That he had observed several pledges 
standing out for large sums, on which near as 
much as the principal Was due for the interest 
and charges, and that several inferior persons 
names were made use of to conceal those of the 
real borrowers. 

Your Committee observe, that this alteration 
Was necessary to be made, to justify the divi- 
dend they had then declared, before they had 
•een any account at all. • 

Mr: Jeremiah Wainwright, formerly ac- 
coraptant, and now cashier of the Corporation, 
being examined, said, That he was appointed 
cashier in the month of Jane, 1731, in the room 
of Mr. William Tench, deceased; that he ap- 
prehends, the Corporation never divided more 
than the real profits, supposing all the pledges 
to be good ; but the Committee have some- 
times declared the dividend before the account 
" has been made out; and that he, when ac- 
comotant, used to make up an account half- 
yearly from the pledge books of the interest 
and charges due on pledges standing out, which 
was necessary in order to compute the divi- 
dend ; and that the duty 'of his office, when ac- 
comptant, was to keep the transfer books, 
stock ledgers, pledge books, make out the divi- 
dend warranjts, and, when the proprietors pajd 
in upon their shares, to give them credit in the 
stock ledgers, and a general ledger. That the 
examhiant computed interest on about 6,000/. 
in Thomson's bands, on account of the two last 
tales, which bad never regularly been brought 
to an account : and the examinant and Mr. 
Venables designed to take an opportunity to 
acquaint captain Molesworth of the large sum 1 
of money in Thomson's hands ? which he bad re- 
ceived on account of sales ; and the examinant 
has beard Thomson frequently declare, that, 
when he came first into the office, sir Robert 
Sutton promised him he should have a salary 
of 400/. per annum ; that he, the examinant, 
apprehended, lest that salary should seem too 
great, and that it might be made up to him 
some other way, they suffered him to keep part 
of the money arising by sales in his bands ; 
Chat by order of Committees, several sums of 
money Were paid Thomson, particularly 1,400/. 
on account of charges in Parliament, when he 
lkad the money for sales in his hands ; that the 
gentlemen of the Committee, who were present 
when the half-yearly accounts were hud before 
the Committee, must know that Thomson had 
a large sum of money in his hands, it appearing 
' to be so upon the face of such account. That 
he used to compute the interest on pledges and 
aotes for the half-yearly dividend, and carried 



it to the Committee ; and to the best of his 
knowledge the total sum of interest and charges 
on unredeemed pledges and notes not due, 
were not entered in any book. 

Your Committee finding in the course of their 
examination, that no order of a court of com- 
mittee, or general court, had been made for ap- 
plying to the crown for the two last augmenta- 
tions, but that the same had been carried on in 
a private and clandestine manner, proceeded to 
inquire into the samel And find, that although 
the second licence bore date the 21st day of 
June, 1 728, the same was never made known to 
the proprietors, till the 12th of September fol- 
lowing ; and, although ihe third licence bore 
date the 31st of July, 1730, the same was never 
made public to the proprietors, until the 1st of 
October following. 

Mr. William Higgs, secretary to the sahi 
Corporation, said, That be never heard of any 
order of a general court, or court of committee, 
forobtaining the second licence, or knew that it 
was obtained till about the middle of September, 
1728, when he was ordered by captain Bur- 
roughs, to send circular letters to all the mem- 
bers, to give, notice thereof. He likewise said, 
that at a Committee of accounts held in London 
soon after, the said captain Burroughs took the 
said licence out of his pocket, and, before the 
same was read, put it into an iron chest; and 
that he never saw the date of the said licence, 
until the same was ordered to be laid before 
the House of Commons last session of Parlia- 
ment, when he perceived it was dated the 2'lst 
of June, 1728, but was never published in a 
general court,* till the 1st of October following, 
and was not then read ; that between the date 
of the licence, and the publishing thereof, sir 
John Meres sold a great number of shares, and 
sometime after sent to him to know the date of 
the licence ; and he, not knowing the same, 
went to the secretary's office to inquire after it, 
and applied himself to Mr. Tilson, who asked 
him, if be did not know, the examinant replied, 
he did not; upon which Mr. Tilson told him, 
1 that then he should not know for him, or tb 
that effect. 

That he had been present at all the general 
courts prior to the publication, save one ; and 
that the obtaining the said licence was never 
once mentioned there. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright, first^ accomptant, 
and then cashier, said, He did not know the 
dates of the two last licences till about January 
last, and that they were both kept secret some 
months after their respective dates ; that shares 
sold for about 6/. 10*. or 7/. per share, before 
i the Second licence was made public, and imme- 
diately after were sold for 11/.; that, before 
the last licence was made public, shares sold 
from 71. to 7/. 15*. per share ; and that, upon 
the same being public, they were sold for 9/. 
per share ; that he never knew of the said li- 
cences being obtained, till it was publicly known 
to every one ; that between the dates and pub- 
lication of the said licences, several thousand 
shares were bought by the directors or their 
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agents, and Thomson ; and that he believes, 
Mr. Matthew Lamb was a Trustee for sir Ro- 
bert Sutton ; Mr. Anthony Powel and colonel 
Westal for sir Archibald Grant ; Leafe, Faick- 
ney, Macculio, and some others, for Thomson ; 
Mr. Cartwright and Mr. Cousemaker, for Mr. 
Burroughs. 

Mr. Matthew Lamb, being examined, said, 
That be began to act as a Trustee for sir Robert 
Sutton about the 5tb of April, 1728, and be- 
tween that time and the 17th of July following, 
1$50 Corporation shares, part of the 100,000/. 
capital, were by sir Robert Sutton's order pur- 
chased, and transferred to him in trust for the 
said sir Robert ; and that he paid at the rate of 
67. per share, or thereabouts, for them. 

That, when sir Robert Sutton went abroad 
ia 1798, be gave orders to Thomson to purchase 
% or 300 shares, and in case Thomson could 
procure 400 more, the examinant was directed 
tajj&y for them, and no time was limited for 
taring the same, 

l%omas Warren said, That when a promise 
was made of obtaining the second licence in 
1728, the examinant was resolved to buy up 
shares r_^— ctation of a rise, but was told by 
Robinson, that if he would be industrious, and 
buy up what shares he could for him, he should 
have for hi* encouragement half the profit, and 
sustain no loss that might happen : that pur- 
suant thereto the examinant bought great num- 
bers of shares, and caused them to be trans- 
ferred to Robinson, or his order : that some 
Vine after shares rose according to expectation, 
and in 1730, the time of the enlargement of the 
last licence, the examinant gave Robinson a 
Hst of shares, of which he was in titled to the 
half profits, which, as he believes, amounted to 
•ear 20,000 shares, but be ner er obtained his 
step of the/profits be was promised. 
iSTour Committee likewise perceiving that 
nwtralof the Committee, and assistants, for 
miftwgsffl the affairs of the said Corporation, 
and their officers, had- dealt very largely in the 
shares of the said Corporation, proceeded to 
examine into the same. 

And Thomas Leafe said, That he had copied 
aa account stated between Robinson and 
Thomson to the 31st of May, 1729, and a ba- 
lance was due to Thomson of about 98,000/. 
and since that time to the time Robinson went 
away, the examinant believes there might be 
100,000/. more due to the said Thomson. That 
he wrote odt two other accounts, the first stiled 
^account of four for 2,000 shares or upwards ; 
•noV betWes the four persons were, Captain 
Bujbsughs, Mr. Squire, Robinson, and Thorn- 
inn ; and the second account was stiled, an ac- 
count of five, containing 1000 shares or up- 
w *rds, and the same persons were concerned 
nit, and sir Archibald Grant was the fifth. 
ft^Ehat Thomson has frequently given Certifi- 
to Robinson, to enable him to make up 
» account with Tench, and to draw money 
•nt of the Corporation, to pay in on privilege 
•hares, and apprehended some part thereof was 
atdemtof J* purchase stocks for the ask an* 
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tage of the said numbers 4 and 5. That he 
also wrote an Account dictated by Thomson, 
how the said shares were disposed of ; that 
some of them were in the names of the exa- 
minant, Thomson, David, Faikney and Robin- 
son. That in July, 1728, No. 4 and 5, bought 
considerable quantities of shares; That sir Ro- 
bert Sutton and Mr. Tilson bad part of them ; 
and apprehends these were part of the shares 
bought of sir John Meres. That Thomson had 
two books covered With marble paper, in which 
were distinct accounts of No. 4 and 5, but he 
never saw any names. That Thomson has 
borrowed large sums of money on Corporation 
shares. 

Your Committee think proper to observe, 
that the Evidence of Leafe, concerning the 
names of the persons engaged in the accounts 
of No. 4 and 5, is confirmed by an entry in an 
Account Book belonging to John Thomson. 

Thomas Warren said, That there is at this 
time upwards of 70,000/. borrowed on shares 
by the said Warren, standing out between 
Thomson and Robinson, and that he is bound 
with the said Thomson and Robinson, or one of 
them, for above 40,000/. in case of failure in 
value of the said shares. That he has borrow- 
ed on shares for Robinson, at several times, 
about 200,000/. and about 60,000/. for Thom- 
son, which shares have been redeemed and re- 
newed several times, and of which sums about 
60,000/. is standing out on Robinson's account, 
and about 12,000/. on Thomson's on 15292 
shares. 

David Faikney saith, That about the time 
of the second enlargement of their capital, 
Thomson told him, shares would rise, and gave 
him a note of his hand to deliver 50 shares at 
any time within two months, upon the examm- 
ant's paying 10/. per share. That before the 
note became due, he found an advantage could 
be made of the shares, by paying 500/. into the 
fond, by which he would be intituled to 150 
shares. Some time after Thomson asked him* 
if he designed to keep his shares; the exami- 
nant told him, he could not, upon which Thom- 
son said, he bad a friend that wanted ahnndred 
shares, and the examinant sold him that 
number at 7/. 10s. per share, and Mr. Hodgson 
sold the remaining fifty at 7/. 12f. per share. 

That shares had been put in his name, which 
he had no interest or concern in, and believes 
the same was done that they might be trans- 
ferred as Thomson had occasion ; and never 
had any shares in his own right before or since, 
but great numbers of shares were in Leafe's 
name. 

Your Committee find that the committee and 
assistants of the CharitableCorporation had rea- 
sons-, from the informations given them,' by Mr. 
Jones their anctioneer, by some of their own 
body, by the balance due from Robinson to the 
Corporation, (which appeared upon the death of 
Mr. Tench) andby many other circumstances, to 
be apprehensive of the ill state of their affairs, at 
least five months before Thomson and Robinson 
withdrew themselves ; hot it appears to your 
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writing, but did not know how he came by it ; 
and did not receive it till several days after 
Thomson- went away, and said that the filee 
were stript pursuant to the directions in the 
said letter, by the examinant and James 
Thomson, and said James Thomson carried 
them away, and believes not any of them 
were burnt. 

Being asked where his Memorandum Books 
were, said be had not any, hut what were left 
at home when he was taken into custody, and- 
believes they are now there, in which were 
some transactions of Thomsons's j but be » 
missed one of his pocket cash books, and 
cannot teH where it is; That he never ggnre 
any directions for conveying away any books- 
or papers ; that no books or papers of hisiave 
been removed since the 12th of October* -but 
what James removed, which were the accounts 
between Thomson's father, and son; thai he 
toqk James Thomson's Memorandam bo^ks 
from him, as John Thomson desired, but fitter 
parted with any of his own. ' • v \ 

Another Letter signed J, T. without datfroi* 
place. 

" Mr. Leafe, read this carefully over. 

" It was not proper that you should know 
what was to happen, else you had done it be- 
fore any body, as I could more intrust you. 
You can now say you did not suspect it, or the 
necessity for it : That I cannot be the cause of 
it. I have left you sundry notes, which when 
you receive them, you are to discharge the de» 
mapds with, that are Upon me personally. As 
the books are gone, take a waste book, and 
make entries of every thing from this day that 
occurs. What you are to discbarge is bills ef 
Exchange accepted by me, or what is drawn 
by my brother or my father ; also notes ofay 
hand and accounts, that James and you know 
to be due, or have reason to believe it. Yon 
are not to pay upon account~of my indorse- 
ment to any thing, but to keep an exact ac- 
count of all demands of that sort and transmit 
me, of what kind soever. Tell every body all 
my personal debts will be paid, and that I my- 
self will soon appear again ; I do not owe 6d. 
to Stanton. If you are asked about my af- 
fairs, when you roust answer, tell them, as to 
Yourself, J paid you tOL per annum for my 
board, and 80/. for James Thomson, and 30/. 
for the use of your house, but that you were 
iir the Corporation's service: That James 
Thomson did the business that was with my 
father in the Exchanges for me, but that I pro* 
posed to have given it up to yon, and then you 
were to have left the Corporation : That yea 
kept my books for two years past, but that I 
had many accounts which you never saw nor 
had. And if you are asked about sir Arch** 
bald, say that sir Archibald Grant has a large 
account in the books, but it was some time ago 
balanced : That Dennis Bond has the sasae 
just balanced : That Mr. Mann has several 
accounts in the books balanced : That Mr. 
Jaclfcon, Mr. Squire, captain Burroughs, be* 



Committee^ that they took very small, if any, 
steps, to inquire into, or remedy the same. 
. That the said misfortunes were long grow- 
ing, and must or ought to have been perceived 
Vy them; appears by a letter wrote by John 
Thomson to Mr. Jeremiah Wain wright the 
cashier, soon after his withdrawing himself, with- 
out date or place, which your committee think 
proper to report at large, viz. 

"Sir, 

: *I have received a piece of news, which 
ybn will soon be acquainted with, if you are 
rtot already, which makes me withdraw myself 
from my office, until I «ee the effect it has ; 
though I do not dread guilt, yet I have all along 
been acquainted with a dreadful secret, which 
I Battered myself time would have remedied; 
But alas! it must have, from what happen- 
ed, grown worse; it has killed one already, and 
if. will kiU me too, though I was not the instru- 
ment nor the cause. I cannot, I will not, come 
Id the office at present ; but thus retired, I will 
set about putting the Company's Affairs in 
f he best order I can ; and if I %ere to appear 
after that,- 1 could be of no service. . If you 
write me, send it to my brother Sam's, I will 
let him know how to oonvey .it, or send to his 
house. Dear Jer. Your much afflicted, 

^"Thursday Morning. J. T. 

V. 8. " Excuse me to the gentlemen. I 
would, but, I cannot write to them, but I will 
to them all next week.' 9 

And also by several Letters wrote by the said 
Thomson to Thomas Leafe his servant, some of 
which your Committee have thought proper to 
insert at large, viz. 

■ * - 

A tetter without date or name* 
Mr. Leafe, 

u Strip" the files, and convey the papers away 
to some place, with what Memorandum books 
yon have relating to -roe. Take James's 
Memorandum Book and convey away, with 
what books and papers he has. Let nothing 
appears, and if you are asked, say I stript the 
counting-house while you were lotting the goods 
for- the sale; which is true. Be easy as to 
yourself, you are taken care of, and nothing can 
hurt you. Assure James of the same. I will write 
to you at large on Friday next ; take care of 
all thy concerns. I f J ohn Hamil to n calls, make 
Jriin easy ; he had an absolute dependance upon 
pie; ? assure him I will still take care of him, 
and he shajl hear from me. Take care £o se- 
crete or burn your file of memorandums at 
your own house; thoy are now of no use. I 
.gave a note of my hand the 30th or September 
to William Benoet, 100/. payable in a month ; 
I received but $0l. from him ; he has also got 
my note of 26th August three months date for 
&0l. which he never accounted to me for. Re- 
memtber me to Mrs. Leafed 

Yours, &c, 

Thovm Leafe befc% shewed the said letter, 
*cknowle4g|4 ta* s*me u> be Thomson's hand- 
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another for 90 shares, which I oblige myself to 
deliver at the opening, because I hare satisfied 
both. Settle the account with J. Cruicksbank, 
and take patience to do it ; you know him roll 
well, so I will say no more. Send Westby'f 
note to my^ father, and desire him to push for 
the payment of it ; tell him he is one of the 
commissioners of the Customs at Edinburgh. 
Captain Randolph's tobaccoes, upon which 
there is 8,000/. borrowed, the keys of the ware- 
houses are in Warren's hands. Give an ac- 
count of that to the company, that they may 
take them. Tell every body you expect me to 
appear in a few days ; that you expect to hear 
where to call for me in a day or two. Let no- 
body know from you what has happened ; let it 
break out of itself. Remember me to Mrs, 
Leafe, and be assured of my being always 
yours, J.T." 



«*ch an account in the book all of old standing, 
upon which they are indebted small sumst 
That niany other people have, which for want 
of the books you cannot tell : That I have 
traded to Alicaot in Spain, and to Lisbon, and 
that I have effects in both those places now ; 
That I also traded to Petersburgh formerly, 
but for a twelvemonth past I had sent nothing 
thither bat tin, for which I had bad remittances 
made to me,' and that you believe there is little 
due to me there : That I have sent no goods 
abroad very lately of any kind. Give up to 
the Corporation all the wines in Johnson's 
hands ; also the yarn in Mr. Warren's. Obey 
my cousin Watson's orders if you can, and 
write to him ; write to Mr. Hart of Bristol, 
you will send his vouchers, and that what is 
due to him wilt be remitted. There is 800/. 
note, and 100/. I gave to David Avery ; do not 
fury them, but insist on his doiog it, and de- 
lijjiriag them up : Also 150/. indorsement of 
hit note. Tell James I have by Richard Hamil- 
ton satisfied my notes to Dr. Burnet for 300/. 
and 300/. and k at he will receive a surplus 
from Mr. Hamilton, which it is proper he should 
call for : And likewise tell Mr. Hamilton, it is 
to pay off other smalf demands upon me. 

*« Tell James I have provided for Richard 
Maryland's 200/. by Jemmy Jenkins, from 
whom I expect he will receive a surplus like- 
wise ; desire him to press for is, and tell bim it 
is to pay off many small demands there is upon 
me. Be very watchful of all letters both fo- 
reign and inland, to take them up as they come. 
If any remittances; keep them, and advise me 
thereof; be watchful of goods coming from 
Petersburgh. Let John Cruickshank take them 
op, and sell them for account of C. and ¥; and 
pass the proceeds to their account. Be watch- 
nil of remittances from Dr. Wright, or cap- 
tain Innis, or letters which come to the Sword- 
Blade coffee-house; If any remittances, try if 
yoocaa prevent their being reported in my 
name, and put in the name of B. and C. and 
let them take up the goods, and pay you the 
proceeds. Write to Halliwell what has hap- 
pened, and let him ship for the future to you in 
your own name, and tell the gentlemen of it. 
Write Fabrtcius the same ; write Bain so too. 
Be kind to my brother Sam, visit him often, 
and help him to settle his accounts ; and do 
what service you can to ray brother David. 

" I have a note of band to John Gordon, esq . 
due the 15th instant for 300/. get bim to take 
it up, and insist upon it ; for I will not pay it ; 
tor amongst the papers I have left you, von will 
nadhos note payable at the same time for 100/. 
smd/fais receipt for jewels to the value of 890/. 
w|mbo I gave him, and if he does not pay it, 
ttM^ne holder of the note that I lent him the 
and that though I pay my own just 
I- wilt not pay a borrowed note. I 
i some shares to take at the opening bought 
•Sennet; as I shall not take them, desire 
; to give you a note of the loss sustained 
y, in order to transmit to me. Receive 
"Garden my note for f00/. and 



Thomas Leafe also acknowledged this to be 
'Thomson's hand, and said he had received 
money for two notes since Thomson went away ; * 
but has not made any eutries since, and has 
not kept any account of demands on bills of 
exchange accepted by him, notes for money 
borrowed, and notes indorsed, but believes 
Thomson would pay his private debts first*' 
And said that C. T. in the said letter, meant 
Cruikshanks and Thomson, merchants at 
Petersburgh, and B. and C. Blackwood and 
Cathcart, who formerly had dealings with the 
said Thomson. 

Another Letter signed J. T. without date or 
place. N 

" Dear Tom ; 
" My conduct and behaviour to yon in keep* 
ing you in tlie dark as to my intention of re- 
tiring, is what you now must approve of; for 
as I must needs suppose you will be strictly 
questioned upon that head; and that they 
would give you trouble upon that account, 
from your being so nearly concerned in mf 
affairs; so your declaring with confidence your 
ignorance of that intention, and my removing 
from you my Books and Papers in the manner 
I did, must be of service, and I doubt not it is 
proving so. 

"IfoumJ it necessary from the uncertain 
turn that things might take, to go abroad, 
where I am now safe with a friend that most 
tenderly compassionates my case. I need not 
tell you what a chain of unlucky accidents re- 
duced me to this necessity ; you must have ob- 
served them, and often pitied my situation ; 
God grant me patience under them, and I 
shall do every body justice: The company 
must take the will for the deed in my doing 
what I can ; I had no intention to hurt them, 
but the fatality of their affairs from the source 
of their misfortune, which is of long duration, 
did not admit of looking back. I have wrote 
the gentlemen a joint, and also all separate 
letters ; but I have* not acquainted them with - 
my being abroad, which it is proper you should 
know. I long to know what reception ray 
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" I want much to pay off the little debts 
and demands that are upon me. 

" As to debts not due, tell them they shall 
be paid when due, but pray recollect as manjr 
of them as you can, and give me an account of 
them* % 

" Sell the two M. York, for which you have] 
a power from l\ir. William Richardson among 
the papers I left to be delivered you, if you 
want money. 

" The bundle of papers I left for you wert 
notes and bonds, about which you shall have 
my directions soon, in the mean time send me 
an account of them : 

" And add to them what notes, &c. James 
had in his hands, and also what you had. 

" Do not meddle with my Accounts of 
Shares, where money is borrowed; those ac- 
counts I will take care of myself, and also my 
account with the company; but mind every 
thing else; and let James do tbe same. 

" X had no time to take a copy of the letter 
I wrote you before ; so I must desire you will 
answer in course, and omit nothing, lest I 
should forget what I wrote you in it. 

" I am sensible you have a very troublesome 
task of it, but I persuade myself you will 
bear with it at present (I hope it , will not be 
long) and labour to answer me as for as pos«* 
sible, as you must be sensible of tbe anxiety 
I suffer : Let James see' this, and do you read 
his ; but let nobody else see either. Do you 
keep the cash and notes, and pay what de- 
mands are upon me: And if what you have 
will not do it, I will make application, and have 
it done. I lef t Mr. Dundass's papers with y ou ; 
take care of them, and state the account. Tell 
John Hamilton to go to the Leicester coffee* 
house for a letter directed to him there, and if 
he wants a little money, let him have it upon 
his receipt. I left a power of attorney with 
you: if you should at any time be at a non- . 
plus to act in my stead, direct for me under a 
cover directed to George Dowes, esq. at 
fiologne. Remember me to Mrs. Leaie. Deal 
Tom, your disconsolate, J. T." 



letters meet with, and I expect it from you; 
let me know all you have heard and observed, 
and tbe worst as well as the best, for my govern- 
ment ; that I may conduct myself accordingly ; 
and pray lose no time in doing it. 

" Let me know what questions have been 
put to you, and also to Mr. Faikney and James, 
and how you answered them ? 

*< Let me know how Mr. Faikney behaves. 

" How have they ordered the sale? 

" Have they taken an inventory of the goods 
ef the house f 

" How does Mr, Wainwright behave? 

« Do they know of my being gone abroad ? 

" Take an opportunity to ask sir A. G. if 
he has any thing to command me; and that if 
he writes, you will give it me. 

" Has Mr. Woolley sent all the goods he had 
in bis custody into the new house taken in 
Spittle fields, as he intended ; if he has, let 
the company know there is a quantity of goods 
there; but the particulars you cannot give* 
them. 

" Let the Company know that the clock 
upon which there is 350/. lent, is in Mr. Ken's 
custody their solicitor in parliament. 

" Give them an account of the Barilla where 
it lies. 

" Let them know the tobacco, and also tbe 
yarn, is in Mr. Warren's custody. 

" Take care that a quantity of wines to sa- 
tisfy Seward and company 465/, be set apart 
for that purpose. 

" Get the keys, of the rest of the wine, 
and deliver up; we must find means to satisfy 
Mr. Johnsons account abstracted from them 
all; and he may depend on it. 
.."Let me know the price thev have run^ 
ibe'shares down to, and if any has been bought*' 
or sold. 

" Let me know if you can learn, what reso- 
lutions have been taken in tbe Committee. 

" If they call a general court, be there, or 
somebody, to hear what passes. 
.„ " Let me know how Mr. Warren behaves, 
and what he has done. 

" Send me the price of York. 
7 " Let me know when it was discovered at 
the office, my absenting myself. 
< " Pray open a sett ©f books, and keep them, 
4>f the transactions that pass benceforwards. 

" Rec. Bain's accounts as formerly, and keep 
Hp a correspondence with him, also with Hal- 
liwell, aod who else you judge proper. 

" SencL me an abstract of the letters you 
have received, and if any remittances, send 
them to me to be endorsed. 

u Let me have an account of what money 
you have paid since the last you gave me, and 
also of what you have received. 

" Have you been able ta pay all the bills as 
they became due? 

, " If you have 100/. to spare, pay it to my 
brother David— many things must have oc- 
curred in my affairs— I hope you will have 
taken memorandums of them— Give me a hint 
of every thing that has happened, te refresh 
my memory. 



Thomas Leafe likewise acknowledged the 
same to be Thomson's hand : And being 
asked what Thomson meant, in the said letter, 
by ' I need not tell you what a chain of unlucky 
' accidents reduced me to this necessity ; yon 
' must have observed them, and often pitied my 
' situation/ he said, he believes Thomson 
meant the large account of cash due from Ro- 
binson to him, and that Mr. Burreugh and Mr. 
Squire were privy to, and concerned in, the 
loss of the said money, and possibly sir Archi- 
bald Grant 

And he further said, That about a year ag# 
an unlucky accident happened to the said gen- 
tlemen, That they lost above 100,000/. hy Yorjk 
Buildings Stock. That Robinson, and those 
concerned with hiro, took all methods to keep 
up the price of stock, by buying and continuing 
the same by premiums, and apprehends the 
Corporation money was ma^e use of by Robin* 
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things of yon immediate]?. I mean by the first 
or second post after you receive this. 

" The first is, if yon possibly can accomplish 
it, that you remit that money ; Secondly, 
That you would write me a very particular 
account of every thing that has passed since 
your last : And lastly, that you would let me 
know what passed between Mr. Bermingbam 
and you before he parted from London ; and 
if you think the assignee has taken any steps 
to secure my effects in his hands. 

" Have yon never any conversation with sir 
A. G. ? Pray howdoes he behave ? 

" If you have not sold the 2,000 York, pray 
do not do it, but put it into the name of some 
friend of yours, and keep it, till I write yo* 
further. 

" ^<et me know where C. B. is gonei an4 
what reasons are given for his absenting him- 
self? 

" Will J. C. be able to save any thing ? 
" You should advise him to keep all in 1 his 
hands he can, in case Chappel should prove ini» 
solvent : And there are other things come be- 
sides the three bales of linen. 

" Our meeting now cannot in any event be 
till after the parliament rises ; for I reckon the 
affair is there, by this time, notwithstanding 
Mr. W.'s opinion to tlie contrary. But I have 
no concern upon me about your behaviour 
there, or any where else ; and as to the rest,' I 
do not mind it much. ; 

" I shall be greatly pleased to hear that yon 
have been able to pay Dr. Burnet the remain- 
der of my notes ; for he really gave me great 
uneasiness. 4 
" I hope you have prevailed on Richard 
Hamilton to keep the York for me. Pray pay 
the interest up to this time, and take up my 
note, and take his to deliver you the 6 M* 
York sit months hence, upon paying him 
900/. and interest. Urge this, and get it done 
if you possibly can, though it is not of that va- 
lue at present; there is no danger in standing 
it: As to the security be has on the defeasance 
for London assurance shares from Hatfield, f. 
desire you will get Mr. Woodcraft immediately 
to sue Hatfield for Mr. Hamilton, and there is 
no danger of his recovering the difference, 
which is full 300/. I have known several in- 
stances of it. If yon can get to be wareboust- 
keeper upon a salary of 150/. per annum, I 
would certainly advise you to accept of it ; and 
as you know my situation exactly, if by any 
side wind I can be of service to you, count 
upon it. D. A. wrote to me to the same pur- 
pose before he came hither, and I discouraged 
it; this to yourself. If you dp not succeed, 
do not be uneasy about it, because you may 
depend you shall never have cause to repent 
your attachment to me : and I bear a very 
strong sense of it at present. Pray is not cap- 
tain Innes arrived from the Havaonsh yet ? If 
he is, let me know what you have received from 
Mr. Wright, and what from himself. 1 shaH 
write to James very particularly about foilewiug 
young Puget by the next post ; give hhn there- 



son and Thomson from the beginning, and they 
were forced to x go on. Being asked if he had 
spoke to sir Archibald Grant, as Thomson de- 
sired ; he said, he did speak to iiim ; and sir 
Archibald said, he bad the same value for 
.him as he had before, and was concerned for 
him. Being asked where he spoke to him, 
be said he believed it was at the* general 
court. 

Another Letter, dated January the 30th, 1732 : 
not signed, or from what place. 

te Dear Tom, Jan. 30, 17SS. 

" I have received all yours regularly: so that 
you need be under no concern about them, nor 
ican I discover that any one letter has missed 
coming regularly to my hands. I won't begin 
to answer yours in course, but say things as they 
occur to me. 

ft Have you received Thomas Lake's note 
from Mr. Crawford payable to yourself for 
i&5l. If you have not, I desire you will 
do it. 

w Give Mr. Crawford, Lake's and Richard's 
bond for 500/. which I think is not executed by 
the last. 

" Pray take care to answer from time to time 
what letters my father writes to you. 

" What is become of the ship load df ore that 
arrived, since I came away from Norway, and 
how stand affairs in that corner r" 

" I see there are several notes in your hands, 
that are due. I hope you have taken the me- 
thod I desired to obtain payment of them : 
Let me know if you have met any hindrance in 
any of (hem. All the money I want at present 
or shall have occasion for, (I hope, before you 
Will have ten times as mutfh in band,) to pay 
toy little debts, I hope is as follows : 

" To George Downs, esq. SOl, which I in- 
fcreat you will send him, without losing a day's 
time, in new guineas, to Boulogne, by the first 
ship : David Avery will give you a direction ; 
he has been here, and parted six days ago ; 
For the future give all the letters to him that 
you write me, or receive from my friends ; for I 
judge it necessary to change my way of ad- 
dress ; and he will for the future forward them 
in a different manner: Tell James so too, 
whenever you can ; and let it be as soon as 
possible. I desire you will remit a bill of 
S00/. upon Paris at sight, payable to Mr. Ed- 
ward Wogan ; do not let it be for value of you, 
bat any name you think proper, and send it in 
a letter to himself directed thus : A Monsieur 
le Chevalier de Wogan, a Sorbonne, a Paris. 
I owe him money already ; he has been very 
kind to me, and I would very gladly reimburse 
him. I promised David Avery 00/. but you 
have two notes will do as well, viz. Bruges 
for 40/. and Billingsley for 50/. Give him sujso 
his bond for 1000/. and take his receipt for all 
three. Write but seldom for three months, and 
expect to hear but seldom from me in that time, 
because I have some thoughts of going into 
Spain, and for that reason 1 shall want three 
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fore his two notei. I hare inclosed sent you a 
letter to J. C. read, seal and deliver it ; I leave 
it open for your government. If he will give 
you bills payable to yourself on C. X. and com- 
pany,, for the sum of the inclosed bills payable 
four months lience, take them, and give him 
the inclosed, with the letter of advice; other- 
wise keep both, and let me know • but if he 
does give you the bills, forward them to them- 
selves, and bid them, when due, pass them to 
your account, not meutioning me. Adieu, dear 
Tom, my best wishes attends Mrs. L. 

" If you are examined on Mr7 Rob. Com. 
tay you have seen a large Account, whereby be 
stood debtor ; but jou understood it to be to 
the Company, not to me, as I had not the 
money to give him ; that I had the account 
myself, but that you believe the balance due 
by him was two hundred thou . . . and up- 
wards, which is all true; avoid being parti- 
cular^" 

Thomas Leqfemd it was Thomson's hand- 
writing. And being asked, where and to whom 
Thomson was to make application for him to 
be warehouse keeper to the corporation, he 
taid, be could not tell. Being asked, what was 
meant, a If by a side wind I can serve you." 
He said, he did not know, unless it was by 
soma of his friends ; and that D. A. in the said 
letter stands for David Avery, J. C. for John 
Cruickshanks, and C. and T. and Co, stands 
for Cruickshanks, Thomson and company. 
And being asked, what reason Mr. W. gave for 
nis opinion, he said, Mr. Woodcraft said, that, 
as no proof could i>e had against the directors, 
nothing could be done in it in parliament. 

Jeremiah Wainwright said, That the Satur- 
day morning before Thomson went away, he 
borrowed the examinant's pledge book, and 
book of redemptions, on pretence of his mak- 
ing up his account of the last sale, saying, he 
could not get at his own pledge book, Mr. 
Leaie having the same locked up in his desk, 
being then out of the way ; which books cannot 
now be found. 

Thomas Leafe said, That Thomson had all 
the books of the Corporation, when he pleased ; 
that a sale book and two pledge journals are 
wanting; one of which pledge journals was 
Thomson's own, and the other Mr. Wain- 
Wright's. 

John Richardson, clerk to the cashier, said, 
That about a month before Thomson went 
away, his desk in the office on Lawrence Pount- 
ney HiU^ was, as he believes, broke open, and 
now believes, it was done by Thomson. That 
there was in the said desk 1,000/. in bonds and 
some money, and a great number of signed and 
unsigned receipts on the back of certificates ; 
that when he came the next* day he found his 
desk open, and the lock broke, and the signed 
and unsigned certificates only missing ; he com- 
plained of it to Mr. Wainwright his principal, 
who making inquiry about it, William Sheriff,* 
porter to the house, told the said Wainwright, 
that Thomson asked for the key of the office, 
and be gave it fetm, and tfcat they botb went in 



together; and that he, Sheriff, endeavouring to 
open the window next morning, fell on the deal, 
and broke it. 

John Ray,messengerto the said Corporation, 
said, That on Monday morning about 6 weeks 
before Thomson went away, Mr. Wainwright 
complained to Thomson that his desk had been 
broken open, and 4 or 500 certificates were 
taken away, and seemed very angry, and said, 
that it must be his servant that had done it. in 
the windows ; Thomson smiling 



ig re- 
plied, that for tho value of 10s. be would speak 
to the gentleman and get new ones in their 
stead, and asked Wainwright if he thought this 
fellow would take them, that they were .not 
worth a farthing to him, and likewise asked 
him, if he- thought he, Thomson, would takn 
them, and further added, that Tench was a 
careless man* and had lost them ; Wainwright 
said, he aid not care which way they were 
gone : he would acquaint the Committee with 
it. The eiaminant further said, that Thomson 
had been in WainwrighVs office the Saturday 
night before by himself. 

Tour Committee find, throughout the whole 
cdurse of their Examination, that the persona 
intrusted with the management of the affairs of 
the said Corporation* had nothing in their view 
but to enhance the prices of their shares. 

Mr. Higgs, their secretary, said, in the years 
1725 and 1726, divers Courts of Committee 
were held to consult the opening Houses to 
lend money npon pledges s That he, sir Robert 
Sutton, at the first, sir John Meres and Mr. 
Gascoigne ail along, were for keeping to the 
intent of their charter, in lending money in 
small sums to the poor, but the majority were 
for lending money in the city in large sums : 
and Mr. §ond, who was of the majority, sainf. 
Damn the poor, let us go into the city, where 
we may get money. 

Sir John Meres said, that captain Burroughs, 
Mr. Squire and sir Archibald Grant, and some 
others in the direction, proposed to open ano- 
ther house : that he proposed Exeter Exchange ; 
but those gentlemen thought it would be more 
proper to have it near the Royal Exchange, 
saying, What signifies stoak, if it is not sale- 
able. That having occasion for money, about 
Michaelmas last, he went into the city to sell 
some Charitable Corporation shares : and, as 
he was going, stopped at his goldsmith's, and 
told him, he was come to do the same, who 
found him a purchaser at 4/. 16s. per share, 
which wa| under par : that he went on to Pou- 
tac's, where he met with sir Robert Sutton and 
sir Archibald Grant ; and acquainting them 
with his intention, the latter dissuaded him from 
selling his shares, for that in three days the di- 
vidend would be declared, and then the shares 
would rise. * That some time after the begin- 
ning of last session of parliament, the exaroU 
naut had discourse with sir Robert Sutton at 
sir Robert Sutton's house, about the large soma 
of money, as he had been informed, were Hi 
Robinson's hands, which he heard was between 
40 and $0,000*. hut sir Robert made slijht of tf, 
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and said, he belie red it might be 10 or 12,000/. 
- for which Robinson had given good # security ; 
and that he was responsible to answer double 
the money, and persuaded the examinant to 
keep his stock, and pay in upon his shares. 

David Avery said, Thomson to!d him, That 
if they had gained an Act of parliament, it 
would have patched them up, and they might 
have, gone on doing business, and people would 
have been contented, if they had paid interest 
on their notes, and made dividends without 
looking after their principal, and that other 
companies were in as bad a condition as they 
were, if as strictly inquired into. 

John Edwin, esq. a considerable proprietor, 
being examined, said, That aboutthe beginning 
of September last, the examinant had a mistrust 
the Charitable" Corporation was not in a good 
condition, and applied to Mr. Thomas Beake, 
one of the assistants, and informed him, that 
be heard the capital was embezzled, and 
that they had divided out the principal, and 
that there were not pledges sufficient to an- 
swer the money lent ; and desired, for the sa- 
tisfaction of himself and his friends, to inspect 
their books and accounts ; Mr. Beake replied, 
that if the examinant would write a letter to 
him, he would carry the same to the Commit- 
tee, and get it read. 

That on the 9th of September, the examinant 
wrote a letter to Mr. Beake (which he produced 
to the Committee) which he sent to him, but 
had no answer in writing, but said, Mr. Beake 
informed the examinant the next day, that the 
said letter was read at the Committee, and if 
he would meet him at the Corporation house 
on Saturday next, he should be satisfied ; the 
examinant went accordingly, and Mr. Bur- 
roughs and Mr. Beake were there; that 
several books were throwed on the table; 
that be was told by Burroughs it being Satur- 
day they were in haste ; and he had no oppor- 
tunity to make remarks thereon $ but then de> 
sired Mr. Burroughs and Mr. Beake to give di- 
rections to Wainwright, to shew the examinant 
what books and accompts he had a mind to see; 
upon the Monday following, the examinant 
went again, but Wainwright was unwilling to 
give him any insight, or shew the books without 
farther directions from Burroughs ; whereupon 
the examinant and Wainwright went to Bur- 
roughs, who said, he could not shew the books 
without the order of the Committee, and re- 
ferred him to attend the Committee the next 
day ; upon which the examinant wrote another 
letter, dated die 14th of September, to Mr. 
Beake, complaining of the ustrge he met with, 
and went again to the Corporation the day on 
which the letter-was wrote. And when he came 
to the Corporation house, and the directors 
were above stairs, sir Archibald Grant came 
down, and instead of satisfying the examinant, 
gave him sketches of accouiusof their capital, 
and informed him, that all things were well, and 
what was rumoured about there being not suf- 
ficient pledges itf the office and warehouse for 
the money lent, was groundless, and aot to be 
Vol. VIII. 
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minded ; th9ugh t «ome parson in the Committed 
had forjnetly expressed the same mistrust long 
time since (and produced to the Committee the 
said account, which was delivered to sir Archie 
bald Grant by Wainwright, and given to the 
examinant, which was Yead) but the examinant 
applied no more at that time. 
That about the middle of May last, the exa- 
J miu ant applied to sir Archibald Grant for a 
history of the Corporation, and at the same 
time desired to know, if he could . tell him. hot* 
he might buy some share?. Sir Archibald re- 
plied, he could not tell him where to get anvjf 
but a few days after, Mr. Higgs made a bargain, 
with the eXaminant for 200 shares at <J4 pgr 
share, and sir Archibald Grant appearing in ifa 
the examinant was dissatisfied^ whereupon 
examinant, in the beginning of June last, a'p* 
plied to sir Robert Sutton, and desired to know 
of him the state of the Corporation, and in case, 
he could give him encouragement, he would 
buy considerably ; who informed him he was, 
very safe, and that .their capital was worth 5ff 
per share, and 1,400/. profits on their whole* 
capital. And sir Robert asking, the ex ami nant 
what price he could buy shares at, the exami- 
nant replied 5l. 15s. upon which sir Rober^ 
Sutton lift up his bands with great admiration^ 
*and said they were prodigious cheap. ( „" 

That sir Robert Sutton owned to the exami-j 
nant in October last, and since Thomson wenfc 
away, that he bad a mistrust in the spring, t£at 
the money in Robinson's hands was not safe^ 
and not a good debt ; though sir Robert nere& 
owned the same to the* examinant, upon pis-j 
application to him in June. . - ' 

That at the time the examinant was talking, 
with sir Archibald Grant at tli£ Corporation,, 
house in the city, the examinant asked hjm ify 
the court yard and building over against qun & 
belonged to the Corporation ; sir Aj chibaTd rer 
plied, it did, apd was full of goods V Jbut ^e* 
examinant has beard since, that the same hej*j 
longed to Mrs. Crawley. ^d^ep 

By a letter dated the 11th of Sept. 17^8,^ 
from Mr. Robert Mann to Mr, Torriano ; vu$. ^ 

"Sir, Sept. 11, 1708. 

" I have this afternoon received an invittit- 
tiort to Pontac's, as last Monday, to dine with 
Mr. Burroughs; pray let me know what 'twas 
for; being signed by Higgs, I doubt 'twas to) 
tell them of the enlargement : and the shares ' 
must rise of course. 'I have wrote to Mr. Ro- 
binson, on whom I have always depended, for 
some of them ; but he has not thought fit to re- 
turn me any answer, Pray be free, and let nSe 
know what is doing, and the price; for I have 
none to speak of. I think I am hardly dealt 
with to hold so many for him and Burroughs,* 
and not have been consulted and bought more. 
If this find you at the coffee-house, write by 
Jack ; if not, pray do by the post. All he*e 
give love and service. I am your affectionate 
father, Robert Mann." 

By a letter dated the *2th of September,* 
4C 
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Your Committee hare examined the several 
Committee Men intrusted with the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the said Corporation, and 
their assistants (except Mr. Whichcot, who is 
now oat of town, and does not appear to hexe 
acted since the 16 th of October, 1729* and 
very seldom before) and Mr. Squire* who has 
withdrawn himself from justice. But several 
of tbem being Members of this House, and 
their Examinations consisting partly in excuses 
for themselves, and partly to accuse each 
other; your Committee did not think proper Co 
abridge the same, but have inserted to at 
large, viz* 



1726, from Mr. Terriane to Robert Mann; viz. 

€t Honoured Sir, Randall's, Sept. IS. 

" I had the favour of your's as soon as I 
came to town ; but the servant you sent was 
gone, so that I could not write by him. 

€C I am greatly concerned, that you have so 
much reason to complain ; but upon shewing 
vour letter to Mr. Robinson (which I did with, 
some resentment) he said, it was not his fault, 
and that he had advised you some time ago to 
buy shares ; and that at present he knows not 
what to do for you, the price being so advanced. 
I sold 50 shares myself to-day at 10 guineas a 
share, and I believe I could sell 500 shares at 
the same price. I do not find a share to be 
bought, but I hope George Robinson will help 
you to some a little cheaper. If X am capable 
to judge any thing, they will very quickly come 
to 1$ or 15. I am very confidently assured, 
we have the promise of an addition of 200,000/. 
more, which will add greatly to the value. I 
tear sir John Meres is buying in all he can get. 
You know 1 told you I fancied something was 
n hatching, for I watched them with a jealous 
eye, and so narrowly, that I happily scraped up 
a pretty many shares. I believe you thought 
me too sanguine ; but I heartily wish you had 
been the same. If there is any thing now % tb 
be done, be pleased to command me. For you 
can never conceive how much satisfaction I 
^hall receive, in being capable to approve ray- 
self, Sir, your very dutiful and obedient son, 
Joh* Torriafo." 

" Old Towers is dead. I beg my mother to 
'accept our duties. Be pleased to present our 
loves and services to the rest of the good com- 
pany." 

By a Letter dated the 13th of September, 
If 28, from Mr. Mann to Mr. Torriano ; viz. 

" Dear Jack, Sept. 13, 1728. 

a I thank you for your letter, and have this 
day received one from Mr. Robinson, in which 
he tells me, he hath bought 200 shares at 10/. 
10*. which I shall have if I please, or let alone. 
They are to be taken on Wednesday next. I 
have not returned any answer to him till I see 
you, which I shall desire to do on Sunday next 
at Chelsea, where I intend to be on Saturday 
night; but in the mean time, if you can pick 
me up a hundred or two at a more reasonable 
(price, I shall be glad ; or if you think worth 
while for me to do any thing at that price, 
pray do, and I'll thank you: But all my fear is, 
those that have bought at very low prices, will 
think it worth while to turn out after so great a 
rise. But I'll be guided now by you. Would 
I had been so a month ago. I hope to be in 
town by four to-morrow. Leave word at Ran- 
dall's, if I send, where you are, unless you go 
to Putney; then I shall see you some time on 
Sunday, I hope. My service and love to all, 
with your mother, is from your affectionate 



father, 



Robert Makn." 



" Don*t let any one know of my writing this 
to you." 



The right honourable sir Robert Sutton, e*m 
of the Committee, being examined, said, That 
he had but little share in the management of 
the Corporation, . and, when he entered upon 
it, frequently afterwards declared, that he nei- 
ther would nor could attend the execution of 
the ordinary business of the Corporation; 
that when they first entered into business, 
assistants were chosen , to assist the Com- 
mittee in the ordinary business; and seen 
after a Committee of Accounts were chosen at 
a general court of nine ' gentlemen, who were 
most' of them merchants, or men bred and 
versed in business and understood accounts ; 
and afterwards a resolution passed, that ail the 
Committee should have voices at the said 
Committee of Accounts, wljie al ways attended 
and did business: that he was ignorant of ac- 
counts, and never sat down at a Committee of 
Accounts till the 21st of July 17S0, and &ee 
there were no accounts examined, and thought 
by that, it was another Committee ; but there 
was not any other Committee at that time, ae 
the Examinant believes or remembers; and. 
that he was assured by those gentlemen, that 
they did examine the accounts minutely ; that 
two gentlemen of the Committee, or assistants, 
Avere for a long time named a ad appointed to 
attend on stated days at the bouse in the city, 
for the execution of the ordinary business of 
the Corporation; but that be, the examinant, 
was never of that number ; by which it appear- 
ed, that his attendance was not expected: and 
if his name appears to be in the Committee 
book from the beginning of 1728, till June, 
1799, be was not at the Committee above two 
or three times, was part of the time abroad, 
and ill the rest of it, and was excused for his 
non-attendance : that he never heard of any 
complaint or information, hut took pains to 
have the same rectified ; and were redressed ; 
and be never heard of or suspected the great 
embezzlements, which have been made of the 
Corporation's effects. 

And the examinant further said, That he 
had a particular part in obtaining the licence 
io 1728, and spoke to the ministry : tfeat it wee 
represented to him by Mr. Burroughs, Mt. 
Oaker, and Mr. Squire, that they bad lent the 
moriey, of which their capital consisted, out 
upon pledges, and assured him that great de- 
mands were made by borrowers : that their en* 
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being Hmitetf, they ooeto lead rw* tofrtfoer; 
and were destvous to have an enlargement : 
tfcttt thereupon the examinant went to ford 
TovroshendV house* and believes sir Robert 
Walpole was there, and represented the tame 
to lord Townshend ; and that he thought rhe 
same wots usefel and reasonable, and -made no 
great objection against it, and weald consider 
of tie" quantum; and believes, he said if 
900,000/. was added to their capital, it would 
be art lent in a reasonable time; and be of 
service lathe public. 

That in June 179$, the examinant was pre- 
paring to go abroad, Hud on the 11th wanted on 
his 1 Majesty to take his leave, and the same day 
nad sent his equipage before, intending to fol- 
low hi four or five days : but the wind being 
contrary, he was detained tilt the third of Jury, 
and then embarked ; and does not believe, 
that he knew when the said licence was signed, 
or taken out ; but believes Burroughs Sotiched 
the same, and took it oat : that before the ex- 
ammaat went, he ordered stock to be bought 
far trim, as believing, it would improve in 
value : that when he returned home, he found 
Burroughs had made a great flourish m a 
speech to the general court upon the same's 
being obtained ; and did not know the same 
was concealed; and never knew, heard, or 
suspected, that any money or shares were given 
in any shape whatever for obtaining the 
tame : And he further said, That he applied to 
lord Townshend about the third licence ; and 
hearing, that the Attorney General in his re- 
port was doubtful, whether it was expedient 
of adviseabre to extend the quantum of the 
joint stock further than it was, when so many 
eompanies were subsisting in the city of London 
with large transferable stocks : upon this, the 
examinant, sir Archibald Gfant, and Mr. Bond, 
watted on the Attorney General, and desired to 
know, if he received any complaint, mforma- 
dou, or representation, against the grant of the 
enlargement, upon which he grounded his 
e\)ubt ; he (said he had received none, but was 
tire result of hftown thoughts : that before the 
licence was dispatched^ tord Townshend quit- 
ted his office, and the examinant; never applied 
in person to lord Harrington, and do not 
know who signed the petition to his majesty 
for the said licence, bat believes, the same was 
drawn up by the gentlemen of the Committee, 
and presented ; believes Burroughs and Squire 
solicited the same through all the offices ; hut 
fey a long time before it was taken out : that 
Thomson came to the examinant, and«aid, he 
Was ordered to take out rhe sard licence, but 
being a stranger at the Secretary's office, de- 
sired r^e would write a lettt r for' the delivery 
thereof ; and the examinant wrote a letter to 
Mr. Tilson to deliver the same to Thomson, 
who would pav the fees: that he does not 
know any application was made by a general 
court for the same, and whs not concerned in 
ttoe concealment of ir, or knew it wnsconcealed ; 
but believed the obtaining the said licence ge- 
nerally known. 
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And the ei amioaat farther said, that #heh the 
Corporation first began to lend money, and were 
in a good way, the eftammant seldom attended. 
It was thought proper at a Committee, that as- 
sistants should be chose to assist the Commit- 
tee ; sir John Meres declared ms opinion at 
first, that the choice of them might be delayed 
for some short time, there being no immediate 
occasion for them ; and does not remember, 
he afterwards opposed their being chosen ; and 
does not know it Was objected to the issuing of 
notes ; but has seen by looking on the minutes, 
that some doubts were made, and is confident 
sir John Meres did net oppose the issuing of 
notes : and knows of no opposition made; by str 
John Meres against the erecting a house in the 
city ; or had given the examinant any intima- 
tion about embezzlements ; if be had, the exa- 
minant would have been alarmed, and sir John 
mast have been so likewise, they both being 
largely concerned. 

. And the examinant said, he did not know of 
any '.sums of money, or Charitable Corporation 
Shares, given to any persons absolutely, or only 
upon their notes, or of any shares* being sold at 
an Under price to members of par Frame nl foY 
their assistance, or any other person .- That the 
examinant remembers, it was either before or 
at the beginning of the Corporation's being be- 
fore the parliament, the eXaminarftf and shr 
Archibald Grant were together, either m tfhe 
House of Commons or about it ; sir Thomas 
Robinson came to them, and said, he was de- 
sirous to purchase some Corporation: shares, 
and believes, he mentioned about and ha 
was told, he should address himself to Tlrom- 
son, or Robinson, who transacted those affairs. 
Sir Thomas said, he did not knoW them, and 
desired them to speak about them: The exa- 
minant did not, buK believes sir Archib&W un- 
dertook to get some, and believes they were 
procured ; and the examinant said, he asked no 
favour, but was wiftmg to give the market price ; 
and believes shares were then at 67. per share; 
and sir Thomas desired the examinant to pay 
1,900/. to Burroughs and Thomson, whom he 
did not know, in part for the said shares, and 
gave bank notes to the examinant for that 
sum. That after the examinant had the same. 
Burroughs came to him about the fifth of Apri£ 
and acquainted the examinant, that he had oc- 
casion for money, and pressed him to let him 
have 1 000/. The examinant thinks, he paid it 
him the same day, and told Burroughs, if 
Thomson and he would come to-morrow, he 
would pay the remainder of the money he had 
received fro.ra sir Thomas Robinson, the said 
shares being bought of Thomson and Burroughs; 
and the next day being the sixth of April, they 
came ; and the examinant paid (he remainder; 
of the notes he had received from sir Thomas 
to them, and cannot positively swear, that he 
was by when the remeinckr of the shares were 
paid ftn by sit Thomas to sir Archibald Grant, 
but believes, he was ; and does not remember 
any note was delivered by sir Archibald to sir 
Thomas Robinson, and docs not remember, he 
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,eyer heard sir Thomas mention any thing about 
privileges: The exatninant said, he was not 
.privy to the bargain made, or to the price that 
was to be gjiven, or whether at that time any 
part of the money . had been returned; he 
knows nothing of ir, sir Archibald 'Grant having 
undertook it ; but has heard, there were 2 or 
300 privileges amongst the shares sold to sir 
Thomas, and heard by Mr. Lamb, that a note 
was returned back to sir Thomas Robinson. 
. And being asked, what the price of Shares 
were at that time; the examinant said, Shares 
were never at a settled price, and but few 
brokers dealt in them ; but believes the price 
was 61. per share. 

And being asked, if he knew of any demand 
made by any person for services done the Cor- 
poration ; examinant said, That he heard Mr. 
Mann mentioned to some of the gentlemen of 
the Committee in the committee room ; that 
Mr. Hughes has complained to him of being 
neglected for the services done by him for the 
Corporation ; and that he did expect a reward 
for the services he had done. Being csked, 
what services he understood those to be, the 
examinant replied, he understood them to be 
services done in and out of parliament. That 
tlie same was received with scorn and indigna- 
tion by the gentlemen present; that this was 
mentioned after the rising of last session of par- 
liament ; that he was not present at any con- 
sultation relating to any books, but remembers 
Burroughs, and some others, speaking about 
books of orders and instructions to be laid be- 
fore the House ; that; he was present at a Com- 
mittee the 30th of 'March,. 1731, when Wain- 
wrigbt sent an order of the House of Commons 
for 'laying their dividend book, and book of 
orders, before them : That the three books of 
orders and instructions were sent, and knows 
of no debate about them ; but h was taken for 
granted, these were the books called for, and 
the only books, which answered the order of 
the House of Commons. 

The honourable* Walte^ Molesuorth, esq. 
one other of the Committee, being examined, 
- said, That he did not knoWof any mismanage* 
ments in the Corporation, until Robinson and 
Thomson were gone: That after the.general 
court preceding Thomson's going off, and look- 
ing over a half yearly account, saw John 
Thomson was a considerable debtor to the Cor- 
poration ; and askidg the meaning of it, Vena- 
oles told the examinant, that he supposed many 
of the goods sold, at the sales were not fetched 
away, but remained in the warehouse. to be put 
up again; and hearing then, that Thomson had 
not accounted for the last sales, which was 
near twelve or fourteen months, the examinant 
took an alarm, and went and acquainted sir 
Robert Sutton' with the same, who would scarce 
believe it ; and the next morning early, the 
examinant went into the city to Thomson, who 
said^he was very (11 ; but the* examinant got him 
' down into the cashier and accomptant's office, 
and then asked him the meaning why he had 
not accounted for the last sale ; Thomson said, 



he had' not accounted for the same under tte 
name of redemptions ; but owned, it was irre- 
gular, and told the examinant, that he would 
shew it hirn when he was well ; upon which the 
examinant asked Mr. Venabits and Mr. Wain- 
wright, who seemed to acquiesce with Thom- 
son ; admitting, that it might possibly be, as he 
had said ; and the examinant at the same time 
told him, he insisted upon his making out the 
said account demonstrably against the next 
Committee day ; that afterwards the examinant 
went again, and sir Robert Sutton with him, 
into Thompson's room, who had a person witb 
him, and staid two hours, and nothing was men- 
tioned, and went away; b'ut the examinant not 
being easy went back, and had the doors of the 
several rooms opened, and brought Thomson 
to the Committee, where he repeated what he 
fiad before said to the examinant ; and the * 
whole board acquiesced on his promise to ciear 
Up this matter ; but complained he was very ill. 
And the examinant said, it was the first time 
he had a suspicion of any thing, which however 
was suspended in hopes of the account he pro* 
mised ; That the said Thomson went away that 
night, as the examinant was informed; at that 
time the goods were lotted out, in order to a 
sale, which the examinant has heard was to be 
styled a 30,000/. sale, and was to have been in 
a few days. 

And being asked if antAccount. was laid be- 
fore the Committee, by which they were to de- 
clare the last dividend, the examinant said, he 
believed there was ; and does not remember 
any debate at the Committee about the divi- 
dend, but believes there was a discourse (but 
whether at a Committee, or without doors, 
the examinant does not remember) of dividing 
3s. 6d. or 3s. per share; but the dividend was 
declared at 3s. And the examinant further 
said, that he does not know, that Robinson or 
Thomson took in any shares, of the Corporation 
for any person in their own names, or in trust 
for them, or that they ever paid in any money 
on augmented shares ; and does not know of 
any money orshares given to any persons for 
Obtaining either of the licences, or of any sums 
of money or shares given to any person, or 
Jupon their notes, whilst the Corporation affairs 
was before the parliament, or that any demand 
was made for services performed hy any person. 

And the examinant said, That he has taken 
notice of the large sums of money, which were 
in Robinson's hands, to sir Robert Sutton, sir 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs and Squire, 
at a Committee, and could not imagine what 
reason could be given for the same, when the 
Corporation were to give him ll. per cent, for 
circulating their notes. The examinant was an- 
swered hy Burroughs and Squire, that it was* 
impossible for Robinson to negotiate the same 
without a considerable sum of money always in- 
his hands ; but hoped it would be but for a short 
time, for in their judgment their notes would be 
taken like the Bank or South-Sea notes at a 
premium. That when the examinant has con* 
tended for having the warehouses inspected. 
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Burroughs and Squire have pleaded against it, 
and sir Archibald Grant used to nod, as assent- 
ing to what they had said ; that the examinant 
repeated the same motion of having the ware- 
houses inspected a stiort time before the gene- 
ral court, which was held in September last, 
and before Thomson and Robinson went away ; 
giving it for a reason, that the proprietors 
should have that satisfaction ; it was urged by 
Burroughs and Squire, that if any such thing 
was to be put in execution, it would run down 
the stock ; and represented, that Robinson 
having so. large a share in the capital, it would 
be cutting the grass under our own feet, and be 
of great detriment to Robinson ; and the exa- 
minant also said, that he has often persuaded 
sir Robert Sutton to exert himself, and not to 
be governed by Burroughs and Squire, &c. but 
took little notice ; and, when he was at the 
Committee, frequently took the news-papers 
and perused them, neglecting the business for 
which they met. That the examinant has often 
gpne beyond decency with sir Robert, to en- 
gage him to give more attention to the business 
of the Corporation. 

That when this examinant has made motions 
for the service of the Corporation, he has been 
sometimes supported, by Mr. Torriano, and 
sometimes) by sir Robert Sutton, who has said, 
Why is not that complied with? for it is right it 
should be so: That Mr. Aislabie seldom at- 
tended, and Mr. . Bond hut very little in the 
exaroinant's time, and Mr. Mann but some- 
times; That the examinant thought a great in- 
dolence reigned among the directors for some 
time past; Mr. Burroughs acting as chairman 
and secretary for near 12 months, had thereby 
a great opportunity of obstructing or diverting 
any motions if he disliked them. And the exa- 
minant said, he has seen things entered in the 
minutes, which he is satisfied, were never 
once mentioned in his hearing; and does not 
remember, he ever heard any debate about 
hooks proper to be laid before the House. Aud 
the examinant further said, that he never saw 
Jones till the last session of parliament, when 
he came to this House, and had a paper in his 
breast, and complained of injustice done him 
by the Corporation; The examinant asked, 
biw^ Jones said, by their private sales, and de- 
priving him of his 2/. per cent, commission ; 
aad said, he would print that paper, which 
would answer the Corporation's case paragraph 
by paragraph; Upon which the examinant de- 
sired to see it, hut Jones would not, hut read a 
paragraph out of the same, relating to private 
sales, and does not remember that Jones said, 
he was a cheque on Thomson, or of fictitious 
pledges; and that if he had read any such 
thing, ire should have been alarmed ; whereas 
he has since laid out above 5,000/. in the 
stock ; and does not remember any thing was 
mentioned about a register. 

Aud being asked, if he was present at the 
making out the 60,000/. noes, examinant said, 
be did not remember the making of them out; 
That one day he came late to the Cqrporatioo- 



Hoose, when the said notes were cancelling, 
and he helped to burn them; and has heard 
that bonds were issued; and was nor at the 
Committee, when they were resolved upon, 
which as he understood were meant merely to 
be exchanged for due notes,; and does not 
know of any dispute had, at the Committee 
about them; and does not know council's opi- 
nion was taken relating to the issuing the said 
bonds; and heard that sir Archibald Grant, 
Squire, Burroughs, and sir Robert Sutton, met 
Robinson at the tavern, and give him their 
words of honour, that he should have 4,000/. 
bonds to exchange for notes upon his repre- 
sentation that he was discredited, if it was per- 
ceived that the company distrusted him, and 
left him nothing to transact in their affairs. 
This examinant likewise understood that Ro- 
binson made this a condition of his complying 
with the mortgage of his estate to sir Robert 
Sutton in trust for the company. , 

Sir Archibald Grant, baronet, one other of 
the Committee, being examined, said, That he 
was concerned with Thomson in two minerals* 
One in North Britain, and the other in Nor- 
way; and had acquainted the inspectors and 
commissioners of bankruptcy with the same, 
and knows not of any other partnership;- Was 
also concerned with Robinson in buying York 
stock, who managed the same, and, has ac- 
counted for the same with- the examinant; 
That Thomson has frequently bought shares for 
the examinant, and paid for them, which the 
examinant accounted for; and does not re- 
member, that' Robinson ever bought any for 
him ; and bad likewise paid all or more than 
his proportion of the charges expended about 
carrying on the mines: And likewise concerned* 
with. the said Thomson in a lease 1 from lord 
Lisburne of grounds in Wales, for which 200 
guineas were paid; and the examinant has paid 
his proportion of that and all charges : And in 
a glass work in North Britain ;>a fifth part of 
two fishing bushes ; and has paid 350/. part of 
the ex pence due from him ; and remains un- 
paid 192/.: In another lease of grounds in 
Wales, in which was a copper vein, but paid 
nothing except 10/. or 15/. for charges, which* 
was laid out in making trial of the same, and is. 
elapsed for not working the same; and nas had 
money transactions with Thomson from the year 
1724; and an account current with him for 
Bills of Exchange remitted to Scotland, and 
from thence to London; and when the same 
was stated iu May last, a balance of 437/. 4.$. 
6d. J was then due to Thomson ; for which the 
examinant gave him a note, of which 56/. 6s. 
is since paid ; so that he is nowJndebted to 
Thomson 380/. or thereabouts: and does not 
recollect to have had any other dealings with 
him, excepting some Bills of Exchange, which 
were paid Us due, and did not enter into ac-' 
count; and perhaps some inconsiderable loans 
bf money, which were soon repaid, and did not 
therefore enter into the account; and also a 
sum of 3,120/. which the examinant raised 
upon his shares, and paid to Thomson in 1728, 
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and the beginning of 1739, and had not credit 
in his account for it, Thomson alleging in 1730, 
when the omission was challenged, that he did 
not give credit for it, because he was ready to 
repay it when called for ; and accordingly did 
repay it about November, 1730. And exami- 
nant said, he also had some transactions with 
Robinson in 1724 in York stock, which Robin* 
sou. bought and sold for him, and accounted for 
the difference; He also borrowed money of him 
on loans, which were to the value of the money 
so borrowed, and was pressed by the said fto* 
binson, that if the examinant had occasion for 
money, he hoped he would make use of him ; 
and as tlie examinant paid interest, he thought 
he might be of service to Robinson* with regard 
to has principals, who, as the examinant has 
heard, were considerable persons; and the 
examinant apprehended, that he never bor- 
rowed any sums of money of Thomson or Ro- 
binson, but what he thought the said Thomson 
' or Robinson were able to lend out of their own 
stf tunes. And in the years 1725 and 1726, 
examinant had two transactions with 'Thom- 
son, one for .3 or 4,000 York stock bought for 
time, by which examinant lost 80/. and another 
since that for some few thousands of South Sea, 
bought for time, and not taken in ; and by that 
lost 200/. and does not remember any; other. 
Aud the examinant further said, he bad an ac- 
count with captain Burroughs, which is ba- 
lanced; and never had but one transaction with 
Mr. Squire, and then lent him 400/. for which 
Mr. Burroughs gave the examinant credit in 
his account with him ; that he never had any 
adventure, but what his own private fortune 
could satisfy, were it never so unsuccessful. 
" And the examinant further said, That he 
does not know of any money or shares in any 
Shape given to any person for obtaining the 
licences, but only the fees. And when the 
second licence was applied for, the examinant 
was- in Scotland, but came to town, before it 
was granted^ but believes, Burroughs solicited 
the same: And the examinant and Burroughs 
were with Mr. George Tilson on that occasion; 
and remembers Mr. Tilson bought shares; but 
cannot be certain; whether the same were 
bought before or after obtaining the same; and 
to the best of bis knowledge, the said shares- 
were not sold six pence cheaper than the 
market price ; And further said, that Mr. Bur- 
roughs solicited the last licence, until he went 
into Scotland with the examinant; and the 
same was obtained during their absence ; and 
heard, he made an affidavit that the sum of 
$00,000/. was lent out, and that they had loans 
amounting to the same ; and it was understood, 
that notwithstanding there was deficiency in 
their payments, yet as the same was obliged to 
be paid in, and notes to a considerable value 
were lent out, they might apply tor an augmen- 
tation of i heir capital; but dots not know, any 
order was made ai any general court to apply 
fbr the same, but apprehended, it was only by 
the common consent of the Committee ; and 
the same, as he heard, was obtained on that 



affidavit: That the exansmant, Mr. Bond, and 
sir Robert Sutton, were two or three times at 
the Attorney General's, and Mr. Attorney 
made some difficulty on extending paper credit* 
saying, he thought there was top much of is al- 
ready; and said, an account was laid before 
ithe Committee weekly by the Cashier and teh 
comptant* of what cash was remaining m the 
Cashier's and Robinson's hands ; That when 
the last licence was obtained, the examinant 
was in Scotland, and that the Committee knevr 
of the said affidavit made by Burroughs, and 
makes no doubt but all the officers knew the 
same; and believes the officers were asked by 
several with, regard to the loans in their custody * 
and the examinant has asked them, and be- 
lieves the Committee of Accounts bad done the) 
same, and does not know of any formal report 
made from the said Conwnittee of Account* 
relating to it. 

And be ako said, that be did not know 
shares had been sold to any person for 5l. white 
the Corporation was before the Parliament, but 
were solo for 6L 

And being asked, if at their private meetings 
bo computation or list was made of gentlemen's 
names who could be of service to them; the) 
examinant said, a list of the parliament wan 
before them, and each gentleman wrote oat of 
it such names, as he thought he had most inte- 
rest with, to acquaint them wkh the afifoir, but 
does not know any proposal was made to them; 
and it has been often talked of, that it would be 
necessary and agreeable to engage gentlemen 
who were of figure and fortune, to become pro* 
prietors at the same time the affair was in Par- 
ti lament, and at other times ; and said, that sir 
Thomas Robinson bought shares at the time 
the affair was before the Parliament ; and exa- 
minant was informed by colonel Coney that ho 
had bought shares by his broker in the alley ; 
and Mr. Banks likewise said, he had bought ; 
but does not know of any shares being bought 
for fime ; and never saw an account of what 
gentlemen had bought shares of Thomson antf 
Robinson during the said time. 

And the examinant also said, Ttat a BilFwas 
delivered to the Committee of an account of 
charges expended, during the time of the Cor* 
poration's being before the Parliament, amount- 
ing to 1,400£ but some part of the solicitor's 
yfis was not included, and to the best of the 
examihant's knowledge the whole was com- 
puted, which did not exceed 2*0001. that he 
was present when the order of the House of 
Commons was brought, for laying their book otf 
books of orders before the House ; and the 
books sent were, in the opinion of the several 
gentlemen then present, the same that wejff 
meant by that order, and does not remembet 
any objections were made. 

That being asked, if any gentleman had ap- 
plied to him, or any other person, for services* 
done in Parliament, or since ; the examinant 
said, that Mr. Mann mentioned te-the Com- 
mittee, that Mr. Hughes* told- him he had takew 
great pains to d6 the Corporation service, and 
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that be teemed to look soar, and complained 
no notice was taken of him. An answer was 
returned, that it was not in their power to gra- 
tify Mr. Hughes ; if they did, it must be out of 
their own pockets, and not out of the Compa- 
ny's money ; and believes at that time sir Ro- 
bert Sutton, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Bond, Mr. 
Burroughs, and the examinant, were present. 

And the examinant said, he had never rea- 
son to suspect, that embezzlements were made 
af the Corporation's effects, or of any person 
that was acquainted with it, but from the ins- 
probability of lone officers doing so extraordi- 
nary a thing by themselves, there is reason to 
believe that such embezzlements could not 
have been made without tome person in the 
direction's knowledge, but cannot charge any 
one; for many of them attended constantly, 
viz. most of the assistants, except Mr. Waller 
and Mr. Whiohcote, who attended but seldom ; 
and likewise most of the Committee, excepting 
Mr. Aislabie, who came but seldom ; and those 
persons, who were looked upon to have the 
chief management of affairs, were Mr. Bur- 
roughs, Mr. Squire, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moody, 
and Mr. Torriano ; and Mr. Burroughs was 
looked upon to be the fittest person to examine 
the accounts, and frame the books* 

And he also said, that in the last session of 
Parliament, Jones the auctioneer came to the 
cxamiaant's house, and complained to him of 
the injustice done to, the said Jones by the 
Corporation's private sales ; the examinant re- 
, plied, that he was but one, and if be would 
acquaint the Committee, no doubt but he 
would have justice done him ; and told Jones, 
that it was his own fault that his account bad 
sot been settled before ; and does not remem* 
her, that he sent for Jones, or that he ever 
mentioned any thing about the cheques being 
taken off ; but said, Jones informed the exa- 
minant, that he was applied to be an evidence 
against the Corporation, and said, that without 
justice- was done him, he would appear against 
them ; to which the examinant answered, that 
if he, Jones, knew arty thing to the prejudice of 
the Corporation, as he was a servant and of- 
ficer, it was bis duty to acquaint the Committee 
wklv k ; and to the best of the examines t*s 
knowledge, Mr. Waller was with the examinant 
at die same time ; that being asked, if be bad 
not beard there was an insufficiency in pledges, 
the examinant said, he Had not heard of any 
such thing, except that one Clarke had reported 
an insufficiency, and Thomson was ordered to 
give an account thereof, but does not remem- 
ber, how it was complied with ; and the said 
Clarke, who was the surveyor, was turned out 
by an order of Committee: and the examinant 
said, that he was present at a Committee, when 
it was mentioned, that gentlemen should look 
out for a fit person to survey the warehouses; 
and it was not opposed ; and doe's not remem- 
ber he ever saw Tench's cash book with Robin- 
son ; but has heard it often represented to the 
Committee, that it was necessary to have large 
*m»s of money in Robinson's haids, to take up. 



notes as they became due ,* and never imagined, 
that Robinson had greater sums in his hands 
than 20,000/. at one time before the last session 
of Parliament^ and does not remember any 
particular order for the inspecting of Tenches 
cash book. And the examinant further said, 
that the two first dividends the examinant did 
not know in what manner they were declared; 
but at other times the accomptant used to lay 
before them an account, upon the balance 
whereof, the dividend>osed to be declared ; that 
it was the business of the Committee of accounts 
to inspect all books, and to make a report; 
but the examinant does not remember any re- 
ports were made from them, excepting one ; 
and that the last dividend was declared without 
an account being laid before them, as it used to 
be ; the reason was, that the accomptant had 
not quite finished the account, and that there 
was a general satisfaction, that there was suf- 
ficient to answer the dividend proposed ; that a 
resolution was made, that so much might be 
divided ; and remembers, that it was mentioned 
at a Committee after the general court, that a 
large sum of money was remaiuing in Thom- 
son's hands on account of sales ; and it was at 
the' same time said, that, though it seemed a 
large sura on account of sales was mentioned to 
be in the said Thomson's hands, yet the goods 
were remaining in the warehouses, and the 
borrowers, having bought the same, had not 
fetched them away ; and said, that Thomson's 
salary was increased in 1730, from 150 to 200/. 
per annum ; and being asked, if he knew of 
any co-partnership for buying up shares, the 
examinant said, he did not know of any, but 
that Thomson and Robinson had bought num- 
bers of shares, and the examinant has had 
shares of Thomson for which he paid him. 

Dennis Bond, esq. one other of the Commit- 
tee, being examined, said, That he was in the 
country, when Thomson went away, and heard 
of it by letter tbe first post after ; and about six 
weeks after he was gone, as the examinant was 
coming up to town, he met a gentleman, who 
told him the Corporation was ruined; and the 
examinant said, he was informed and did be- , 
lieve tbe money had been made use of in Change 
Alley, and did not imagine it could be made use 
of any other way ; that he heard it talked of, 
when the Corporation was before the Parlia- 
ment last sessions, there bad been great deal- 
ings in York stock by some person belonging to 
the Corporation ; but had not tbe least Suspi- 
cion of any embezzlements ; that for three years 
he did not attend but very little, and was not 
at one general court during that time; and had 
but little stock ; that he never was one of the 
committee of accounts, but when he was at the 
board, always* called for a general account to 
be laid before them, and acquainted the gentle- 
men who were the most acting men of tbe Com* 
mittee, that if be knew they divided 6d: more 
than could be, he would leave them ; that he 
gave Thomson a 5001. note to pay in upon his 
shares, which he never did ; but there being ah 
account for work don* for the examinant by 



Digitized by 



1135,} , PARL. HIST.\ 5 George ll^ll&r-Jtyorttditkc Commons relating; £MW> 



Thomson's brother, and said Thomson settled 
the same, and gave the examinant a bond for 
the remainder, which was 286/. and the exa- 
minant believes, that as the money went through 
Thomson's, Robinson's, and Tench's hands, 
they must know how the same was made use 
of; that the, examinant lay at the house in 
Fenchurch Street about 6ve weeks, and an 
order was obtained from the general court, 
that no person should lodge in the house but the 
Servants. 

And the examinant said, That he never 
heard of any complaint against Thomson, 
and did not k no** it ' was in his power to make 
away with the Corporation's effects ; or that 
Jones ever informed the examinant *6f any such 
thing, or about a surveyor to inspect the value 
oif the goods in the- warehouses. The exa- 
minant has heard that there were frequent 
quarrels between Thomson and Clarke, who 
was the surveyor bf the value of the pledges ;. 
that some gentlemen said, that as Thomson 
Had* given security, and as they could not 
agree, Clarke should be discharged, and ano- 
ther got in his room : that the said Clarke 
came into the Corporation a short time after 
they began to do business : that the examinant 
remembers but little of their affairs, and be- 
lieves an agreement was made with Clarke for 
eleven months, and thought a surveyor was 
necessary; but believes afterwards an order 
was made for the discharging of the said sur- 
veyor, he being a charge to the Corporation ; 
and the committee of accounts was looked 
upon to be a proper cheque upon Thomson : 
that being asked, if he knew that Robinson or 
Thomson took in any of the Corporation 
shares for any person in theif own names, or 
intrust for them, or that Thomson or Robin- 
son paid in any money on augmented* shares, 
or of any money or shares given tp any person 
to forward the obtaining any of the licences, 
the examinant saitl, he did not : that he re- 
members sir Archibald Grant, and sir Robert 
Sutton called on the examinant, and they went 
together to the attorney general's; and the 
conversation that passed there, was relating to 
Mr. Attorney's objections, mentioned in his 
report upon the petition for obtaining the 
third licence ; that, when the same was ob- 
tained, the examinant was out of town : that 
being asked, if he knew,- what was become of 
the 2000 shares, set apart /for the payment of 
the Corporation's debts ; the examinant said, 
he did not know what was become of the 
same; that he had 1000/. deposited in his 
hands, and paid it back again, pursuant to an 
order made fox; that purpose ; that he never 
had any shares, but what he paid in upon. 
And being asfced, it he knew any thing about 
a key being taken away from Wain w right, and 
given to Lovell, said, he did not, but has 
heard the same was taken away. * , « 

William Aitlabie, esq. one other of the Com- 
mittee, being examined, said, That be was 
chosen into the direction in -1729, and be- 
came a proprietor at the intercession of Ro- 



binson; and that he seldom attended ; and. iq 
the year ^J30, the examinant desired, hi 
might not be chosen in again, but was, 
knows nothing of the Corporation's affairs, i% 
of the embezzlements which have been iu ado; 
that, when the Corporation was before^ the 
parliament last session, the examinant at* 
tended at two or three meetings, to settle the 
briefs for council, and when the affair was> 
over in parliament, the examinant attended no 
more, as not liking the . reports spread of 
Thomson's trading, and complained thereof til 
sir Archibald Grant, and told him, be thought; 
it was proper the warehouses should be in- 
spected; sir Archibald said, that Thomson 
was going to quit the same, and then he would 
give an account of every thing ; at the samo 
time said he believed him to be an honest man. . 

Robert Mann, esq. one other of the Con*-* 
mittee, being examined, said, he was chosen 
of the Committee in December, 1726, and ap* 
pearcd ambngst them the first time, on the 4th 
of January following : that he knew but little, 
of. the Corporation affairs, and not of any em-; 
bezzlements that had been made; but was 
persuaded • by Robinson, to buy shares, and 
^become a proprietor, and to lend money on. 
shares, from time to time : that there are in 
the names of the following persons, 4135 
shares, viz. 815 shares _in the name of Mr* 
Pepys, 40 in the name of Dr. Wbitacre of- 
Maidstone, 3270 in the examinaot's > o wn . 
name; 1000 of the said shares remain as 
pledged by Robinson, and 3125 -are the exa~ 
minant's own, besides 1700 privileges, and 
paid for by him : That then the examinanc, • 
produced to the Committee an account entreat 
between George Robinson and the examinant 
which upon settling all papers were • can- 
celled, and releases given to each other, 
and the balance due to examinant amounts to 
13,749/. 10*. Sd. That after the said account 
was balanced, the examinant lent Robinson 
3000/. which makes the total 16,749/. 10s. 3d. 
and refers himself to the said account : that 
in August, September, and October, 1730, the, 
examinant bought 43,000/. York stock, at 
about S3. That in the same October, w heir 
fob came to town, he sold 40,000/. thereof, tov 
Squire, and was paid in Charitable Corporation 
shares ; that Robinson set the price between; v 
them ; that the prices of the shares was 8/. l&sv 
and the price of the stock was 32 J. That 
Burroughs said, he had saddled them with the* 
York stock: that the examinant complained » 
to Robinson of the price' of the shares; Ber-' 
binson told him, he would take them at the 
same price, provided he would give him time, 
which he did, and took his note for the same. 

And being asked, whether he was con-t- 
eemed in obtaining the Second Licence in 
1728, the examinant said, he was not, hut> 
heard that Mr. Burroughs solicited- the same, 
and said, that he complained of Robinson to 
Mr. Torriano, by way of letter, of not knowing 
of the license being granted, and produced a - 
letter from Mr# Torrmno* which was reatl;^ 
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and when, the exami nan t came to town, he 
purchased 70 shares, and believes the same 
were bought of Mr. Torriano at 10/. 10s. and 
the said licence was kept a secret from him ; 
and meeting with Squire at the coffee house, 
complained of the same being kept a secret ; 
Squire damn 'd him, and said, if we had let you 
know of it, you would have bought too many: 
that he bad heard, that Burroughs solicited the 
)»st licence, but does not know of any money 
or shares given, or .steps taken, for obtaining 
ehber of the said licences, or ever heard of 
any debates, about inspecting the' warehouses. 

And the examinant said, that he was laid up 
wid) the gout great part of the time the Cor- 
poration was before the parliament, and does 
not know or ever heard, any money or shares 
were given to any person, whilst the same was 
depending, or afterwards ; or was ever a trustee 
for aoy person for shares, directly or indi- 
rectly. And being asked, if any hints 'bad 
been given him by any person of any rewards 
to he given for services done for the Corpora- 
tion, the examinant said, that one person had' 
made broad signs ro him ; being asked, who, 
he said, Mr. Hughes : that he, Mr. Hughes, 
told him (at the said Mr. Hughes's house) that 
he had take a great deal of pains for the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, and that he thought he 
was slighted and ill used ; for that there was a 
book wrote in defence of the Corporation; 
and lie wished it might he printed. That the 
examinant did mention the same to some of 
the Committee in the Committee room, and 
the examinant believes, it was left to Robinson 
to do as he pleased ; but does not know, w he- 
ther 8ny thing, or what was done, and does 
not remember, if the same happened at the 
latter end of the session, or, after the parlia- 
ment was risen ; and believes, he might tell 
Mr. Hughes, be would do what he could for 
him; and being asked, whether by reward he 
understood money, he replied, what could he 
think else? being further asked, whether ser- 
vice in parliament was mentioned, or not, he 
said, uo. 

And the examinant further said, that he for- 
merly lent Thomson money upon shares, and is 
now indebted to the^xaminant 2,00O//on bond, 
for which he has a collateral security, a bond 
for 9,000/. of Mess. Blackwood and Cathcart, 
payable at Christmas next. 

And being asked, how Robinson could pay in 
on privileges that were in so many people's 
names, the examinant said, that he could not 
account for other people,; but what privileges 
Robinson paid in upon, ds far fis related to this 
examinant, were on shares which bad been 
pledged to him, and was iutitied to such privi- 
leges; that, about the latter end of last sum- 
mer, the examinant remembers, that it was 
mentioned, as a thing proper, that the ware- 
bouses should be inspected, which was promised 
to be done ; and about five or six weeks be- 
fore Thomson went away, he went to the house 
in Lawrence Pountney Hill, where be found sir 
Robert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, and others ; 

Vol. VIII. 



and asking, what they were doing, one of the 
gentlemen shewed him a paper of accounts, in 
which was the balance of cash then in Robin- 
son's hands; and the examinant said, he was 
sorry to see it ; but said, he had something to 
offer of a great concern, which was the inspect- 
ing of the warehouses. Then sir Robert Sutton 
asked the examinant, what he thought of 
Robinson's circumstances; said* he hoped they 
were good, or be would not have trusted bim, 
as he bad done ; sir Robert Sutton replied, you 
ought to know them as well, or better than anj 
man ; and the examinant asked him the reason 
why ; sir Robert answered, because you are 
one of his securities, here ; the examinant said, 
if he was, he did not know it ; and upon which 
the examinant went to Robinson, to know if he 
w,as, Or was not, knowing he bad been his secu- 
rity somewhere, and proved, it was with Mr. 
Aislabie at Doctors Commons, for Robinson'* 
administration to Oaker's children ; said, that 
be afterwards went into Randall's Coffee-bouse, 
and stayed some small time, when Thomson 
came in, and told the examinant, he had been 
unkind to mention what he did that morning at 
the Committee about the warehouses; the ex- 
aminant said he thought he was obliged to him ; 
fir if he was thac honest man, as he said he was, 
the examinant had given him an opportunity to 
acquit himself to the world ; Thomson answered, 
if he did, he would do it once for all; that he 
understood by that, he would resign ; and the 
examinant believes Mr. Torriano- first put the 
question into bis head, 

And the examinant further said, that, when 
Mr. Robinson first came into England, the ex- 
aminant saw him several time*, and in company 
.with Mr. Aislabie, and others* but could get 
nothing out of him relating to the Corporation, 
but pleaded ignorance, and that be went with 
Thomson to get out what he could of him, but 
could get nothing. And the examinant asked 
Robinson, if he had seen Burroughs, or Squire ; 
Robinson said, he had not, and expressed a re- 
sentment against them both. 

William Burroughs, esq. one other of the 
Committee, being examined, said, That he does 
not know of any embezzlement made of sums 
of money belonging to the Corporation, but 
what he more apprehends to have been com- 
mitted by Robinson add Thompson, and can- 
not say for whose benefit the same was applied ; 
and further said, that Robinson and Thompson 
have bought and sold shares for almost all the 
directors, and paid for them ; and said, that 
shares have been bought for the joint account, 
of sir Archibald Grant, the examinant, Squire, 
Robinson, and Thomson ; and the said Robin- 
son and Thomson have paid in on the exami- 
nant's shares, but cannot recollect that they 
paid in on any others. And the examinant al*> 
so said, that to the best of his knowledge he 
never knew or heard, thnt any money or 
shares was, or any promise, given, for obtain- 
ing of the licences ; that before the obtaining 
of the second licence, the examinant transferred 
several shares, which were bought by him, t» 
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Mr.. George TUsau, who paid the market price 
far them, which was six or seven pounds per 
share, and also paid in on the privileges ; and 
tbe said Titson has paid per share ; and 
it will appear by the* Corporation*! books, 
waeu the same was transferred. That (he ex- 
aminant was privy to all tbe charges paid for 
Obtaining the second licence, which amounted 
to 300/. and was paid m money; and also 
said, that he never knew or heard of Thomson 
making fictitious certificates, until he went 
away ; and apprehends, these misfortunes 
could not have happened to the Corporation, 
but by the connivance of their principal ser- 
vants, who were Thomson, Robinson, and Mr* 
Tench* their kite cashier. And tbe examinant 
said, he was employed in soliciting the last li- 
cence, and paid some of the fees, and made an 
affidavit of the 800,000/. being lent out, which 
affidavit was in the hands of Bir Philip York ; 
and when thesame was obtained, the examinant 
was in Scotland. And being asked, if he knew 
of any money or shares given to any person, 
whilst the Corporation was. before the parlia- 
ment last session, the examinant said, he knew 
of none directly, but has heard it said 
such a tfciag might he necessary or agreea- 
ble; 'and being-asked, who it was that said so, 
the examinant said; he heard it from more than 
one, and was difficult to recollect their names ; 
that he did not apprehend the badness of the 
Corporation affairs, but since Thomson and 
Robinson went; and it never came Co his 
knowledge, that Thomson could draw out the 
Corporation money, as he pleased ; and never 
knew he was concerned or carried on any trade, 
except that of the mines in Scotland, and Nor- 
way; and that Thomson had taken an oath 
before the affair was in parliament, that be had 
not traded for 19,000/. during the faufe he 
had belonged to the Corporation ; but the exa- 
minant knew, he had brothers in trade, and that 
bis father frequently drew bills of exchange 
upon him, and was looked upon to be a great 
banker or goldsmith, and a man of fortune. 
And the examinant also said, he never was pos- 
sessed with a jealousy, that Thomson had the 
command of the Corporation money ; and fur- 
ther said, v that there was an account of shares 
bought: between five gentlemen, viz. sir Archi- 
'bald Grant, the examinant, Squire, Robinson, 
and Thomson, which account Robinson was ta 
have kept, of which he sometimes had memo- 
randums ; that there was also another account 
between four of the before-named gentlemen 
(sir Archibald Grant excluded) in purchasing 
of shares; and that Robinson has never given 
any account for any part of the same ; that a 
memorandum of shares bought was signed by 
four of the gentlemen, and the same were kepe 
by Thomson; ami the said five gentlemen 
were concerned in the mines, and nsed frequent- 
ly to meet once a week at Mr. LeafVs or at 
Pontao's to consider of them ; - that the said 
'shares were purchased in hopes of a rise, and 
never had any transactions of consequence 
With Robinson, but in York stack and shares ; 



and does net remember,- that ever J h rfi f us % > 

paid in on any privilege shares tor die account 
of five, or tha( any dividends were received OA 
the .said priviteges; that there was a transact 
tion of 90,000/. York stock bought at l£g> faf 
time, wherein No** 5 were concerned, thought 
not equally; and could have pledged it for %& 
before it came due, and could since have sold 
it from 35 to 99; which Robinson has tint* 
sold, and does not reconnect that ever any grant 
loss happened to them, but on the contrary 
great advantages have accrued by such tran* 
sactions; that each were at liberty to Sell 
'when they thought proper, and had no sbate in 
each others profit made, either in shares, of 
York stock ; and said, that one of the occasion* 
of their agreement to buy shares was, that Wood 
had got great numbers of shares from sir Juton 
Meres; and were afraid, be would load tba> 
market, and that Robinson had alt the shares 
at first in his power ; that being asked, wtro 
attended to solicit the second licence* the 
aminant said, that sir Robert Sutton, sir Archie 
bald Oram, Mr. Bond, and the oca&rinant, snv 
tended; and that the licence bears date -from 
the time of going out of the secretary's or* 
flee, and was dated a long time before it wta> 
finished ; that he went 4o Hampton CtAift 
to fetch the said licence, and befceves, ttor 
proprietors were apprised of tit* intention e# 
obtaining the said licence, and all the director* 
were acquainted with it, and that k was imp*** 
sible it should i>e done without aw order ftf ibfr 
Committee ; and if there was »oV$fci»«& natal 
for the directors of Corporations to get what 
advantages they eould for the jw^iftbr*, with* 
out acquainting them with it; that the esuiati- 
nam sent a letter to sir John 'Mares of the ti- 
cence bemg obtained, who seat hkn hack lav 
answer, that he had an express sn«a Ifeftatrtwn 
Court of thesame being ofetatmrd, bttrfa&tiour 
before the exaroinant's ledrtr came. 

That being asked, if it waVoever debuted sjr 
talked of at a Committee, to give shares to pro- 
cure an interest, while they wet* before the 
parliament, the examinant said, that he be- 
lieved Such a thing in general was mentioned 
as agreeable and necessary, but by wham* fee 
could not say ; and also believes, it was new 
put in execution. -y ' 

Williap Burroughs, esq. being further d**» 
mined, said, that he does not know of any 
embezzlements made of sums of money feefon£» 
ing to the Charitable Corporation by amy per* 
son or persons, except by Mr. Hrggs fJhe sec*s> 
tarj, and one TCock formerly a warehouse 
keeper; but the examfnant has had money 
from Thomson, and imagined it was his own ; 
and has since Thomson went away, imagined* 
that , he made fictitious certificates, and plfp* 
chased defeazances of the real borrowers, and 
has sold the goods and applied -the m«i*ey to 
his own use; and being asked to eftpiatii tlw* 
same, he said, suppose a pledge made for 
twelve monchs, at the expiration w hereof 
Thomson migbt ceil'oa the borrower to r tKU e m 
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Usem, aad the person not being capable to re-, 
oVaena the tame, might take lOOi. more titan 
what he pledged them for, by which means 
jettison obtains the defeasance, and sells 
the good* without the knowledge of the Corpo- 
ration. . 

And father said, That Thomson and Robin- 
son bad taken in shares for the exarninant, and 
the other* concerned tn the agreement, but 
cannot recollect ; and hare bought, shares for 
sir Robert Su,tton, and most of the committee 
and assistants • and that Robinson and Thom- 
son have paid in on such shares purchased for 
No. 4 and 5 ; and does not know of aay mo- 
ney or shares given to any 001*500 whatsoever 
for obtaining the li canoes, to the best of his 
knowledge; and believes the books do not 
mention any such thing; but that Thomson 
and Robinson had numbers of shares in their 
power; and does not knpw, Chat either of them 
disposed of such shares at a low price, to induce 
any person to assist the Corporation, whilst 
they were before the parliament, or that any 
person was empowered to make such an offer, 
to the best of his knowledge. 

And the exarninant further said, That he was 
present at a meeting, and believes the same 
might the order of the House of Commons was 
made for the Corporation to lay their Book of 
Orders before them, when sir Robert Sutton, 
lir. Bond, sir Archibald Xiraat, and believes 
some othess, and a mixed company, but cannot 
say, whether it was at the King's* Afros, or at 
the Star and* Garter tavern in Pall Mall ; and 
does not remember any debate of importance 
•about what bqoks should be produced, but be- 
lieves, a doubt arose about the hooks ordered, 
and noes not remember the particulars of it, 
and cannot recollect that any books were at 
the tavern ; but the exarninant said, he thinks 
the next morning at the Corporation house in 
Spring Garden, some words passed about what 
books were proper to be laid before the House; 
and it was not thought proper to lay the book, 
wherein were entered deeds, leases and con- 
tracts ; but took the books of instructions to 
their several officers and servants, and the hook 
of dividends, to be the most proper books; 
and believes, it might be said, that one hook 
would be very prejudicial, if sent ; 'the same 
Bot*being asked for, it was thought very impro- 
per to send it; and the particular reason for 
not sending the said book, it was thought it 
would tge prejudicial. 

And the exarninant further said, that he does 
not know of any sums of ro^ney, or Churkable 
Corporation shares, given to any persons abso- 
lutely, or only Upon their notes, whibt the Cor- 
poration affairs were depending in the last ses- 
sion of parliament ; but the exarninant being 
informed by Thomson, that he had sold (100 
shares of the exammant'* to sir Thomas Kobin- 
son, a member of the House of Commons, at a 
market price, upon whr< h the exarninant trans- 
ierred th*ro t<» David Faikney, who transferred 
the same to sir Thomas lv>binson ; aud Thorn- 
•untold him, be would receive the money, and 



actually sent f or 8604. of the same to the ess* 
minant, and was to accoun.t for the remainder, 
who dieVnot know what the whole amounted to; 
that afterwards 300 shares more of the exami- 
naut's, were sold to sir Thomas Robinson, 
which were transferred by the exarninant to a 
third person, for which the exarninant received, 
of sir Robert -Sutton 1,900/. after sir Thomas 
was gone to France; and the said shares, 
were part of the shares belonging to No. 5, and 
that directors of companies seldom transfer 
their own stocks, but chiefly by a third person ; 
and did not transfer any other shares, or knew 
that any other person had, to members. 

And further said, That sir Archibald Grant 
talking with the exarninant about the affairs of 
the Corporation, whilst before the parliament^ 
sir Archibald said, Since we think it necessary 
to get gentlemen/of fortune and figure to assist 
us, may he, I can dispose of a thousand shares 
amongst some frienojs ; but the exarninant said, 
he believes the same was not done ; and knows 
not of any money or shares given to any per- 
sons tor their assistance in obtaining theli- 
ceases, or for any interest or friendship, whilst 
their affairs were depending, or heard any pro* 
posal for giving stock to persons without paying 
for the same, until they were disposed e£ jar of 
stock being sold jto members for time, or of 
shares being sold at an under price, than what 
they would sell for at market. 

And also said, That Mr. George Tilson paiel 
the market price for the shares bought by him 
of the exarninant, and part of the money was 
paid before they were transferred, and the rei 
mainingpart on transferring the same; that be 
believes that sir Robert Sutton spoke to Mr. 
Tilson to become a propreitor ; that it was a 
good thing, that it was before the obtaining the 
second licence. 

And being asked, if there was not an unease 
ness among the Committee, or were not ap- 
prehensive of the large balance in Robinsons 
hands before be went, exarninant said, they 
were uneasy about the balance due from Ro» 
bioson, and called on him to settle with the 
Corporation; and that Robinson made avet*- 
his shaves and estate to sir Robert Sutton, in 
trust as a security to answer the said balance, 
and soon alter gave a bond and judgment of all 
his effects to sir Archibald Grant, and Ms. 
Moles worth ; and before Thomson went away, 
there was an uneasiness amotui the Committee 
wiih respect to their warehouses ; and called 
upon the said Thomson to lay a state 4 of the 
same before them, winch he promised but never 
did ; and !>ad no apprehension, that Robinson 
was indebted to Thomson. 

Aud the exarninant further said, that in May 
last it was agreed on at a Committee, that new 
notes to the amount of 60,000/. should be 
made out, with which it was designed to take 
op the old notes at that time due, or would be 
due in a short time ; aud accordingly notes 
were made out and made to bear date before 
the determination of parliament *ha^ no more 
notes should be issued ; aud were signed by 



Digitized by 



1149] PABL. HISTORY, * Gtotci U, 1732i— Import <tf tie CoMnms vetoing [It** 



Tench, and not by any other peraon, and were 
then locked up, and afterwards destroyed ; and 
bonds were created, as being more acceptable* 
and were to tuke up due notes, or as they 
should become due ; and an order was .made 
for Robinson to have 4,000& in bonds for the 
same purpose ; that when pledges have been 
renewed, new notes have been struck, aud to 
* the best of his knowledge no inquiry was ever 
made about pledges subsisting upon renewals ; 
and, believes, their ruin is in' some measure 
owing to that. 

And theexaminant said, he was at a meet- 
ing with Jones the auctioneer, who was a 
troublesome man, and said, Jones then com- 
plained of his being iujured by private sales: 
That be seldom attended at the Corporation 
house, but when the Corporation was before 
the parliament, he then com plained and insisted 
on what, was due from the Corporation, other* 
wise he would publish a paper, which he shewed 
the examinant, and read a paragraph out of 
the same, which was not true; and the exami- 
nant told him, he should be satisfied, and ac- 
cordingly gave him- a note for 500/. great part 
of which was due from the Corporation to him, 
which he afterwards sued the examinant for : 
Theexaminant believes, he has the said paper 
by him. and never shewed it to sir Robert 
Sutton or any other of the Committee ; and 
wds desired by sir Robert Sutton, Mr. Moles- 
worth, and several others, to make Jones easy, 
and has not been reimbursed the said 500/. 
but believes the Committee intended to make 
it good: That the private sales Jones com- 
plained of was no otherwise, but that, .the 
owners of goods had the liberty of selling the 
same, and does not remember of the least men- 
tion made in the said paper, that it was iu 
Thomson's power to draw all the cash out of 
the Corporation by fictitious certificates. 
. And the examinant also said, that when the 
before-mentioned notes were ordered to be 
made, be is positive sir Robert Sutton, Mr. 
Bond, Mr. Molesworth, sir Archibald Grant, 
Mr. Mann, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Squire, were 
present with the examinant, who made a 
minute for making the said notes on « loose 
paper, which was locked up io the chest with 
the said notes ; and remembers at the same 
time, that Squire, Jackson, and the examinant, 
were to see the same performed, and Tench 
was present, who signed the said notes; • and 
v believes Mr, Wainwright was backwards and 
forwards, but did not sign them, or any of the 
% Committee or Assistants, which must have been 
done before the same could have been issued ; 
and the said notes were dated the day they 
were jnade, which was prior to the time limited 
in the bill ; and were made of the same paper 
as the pledge notes, but not numbered or 
marked, as being of no signification. 

Then a Minute of the Court of Committee, 
the 8th of November, 1726, was read ; it was 
ordered, tlvat not any more should be lent upon 
one x pledge than 2,000/i without application. 

The t*amjn.tnt »ajd, he believes application 



had been made for lending a greater stora o«/ 

one pledge, but cannot particularly remember 
it ; and said, the Committee condescended to*' 
whatever Thomson thought, proper : That beings 
asked, if. rent for warehouses had ever beem. 
brought to account, the examinant said, he re*:, 
numbered to have once seen an account of 
warehouse rent ; but knows of no order made: 
for •inspecting the warehouses of the sain* Cor- 
poration in February, 1730 ; for the t books, 
were sufficient to shew what they had, pro-, 
vided real pledges had been therein ; and said 
he did not know or apprehend any embezzle-: 
ments had . been made, when the Corporation . 
was before the parliament last session ; and ; 
said, that he had heard of Robinson's trans- 
actions in South Sea and India stock, but. had 
no jealousy of him hut from the great balance 
remaining in his hands; aud at the same time, 
believed, he had good principals, and was sup- 
ported by men of fortune and figure; aud the- 
examinant further said, he remembers it was; 
mentioned at a Committee, and believes sir 
Robert Sutton was then present, that it would 
be of service to the Corporation,, if gentlemen 
of both houses and men of substance bad stock ; 
aud does not know any proposal was made, but 
that every gentleman should speak to iu* 
friends to engage them to become proprietors r 
That he also said Mr. Robinson had informed* 
the examinant, that Mr. Hughes, a member of 
the House of Commons, had made a demand: 
of him for services done for the Corporation im. 
the last session of parliament, and had cou> 
plained to the said Robinson, that he h ad thee n 
ill dealt with, the examinant -apprehended he 
meant by the Corporation ; and said, that lie 
had some discourse with sir Archibald Grant 
about the same, and believes, it might be men- 
tioned in the Committee room, when several 
gentlemen were present at such conversation, 
and believes sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Moles- 
worth were there, aud happened after the par- 
liament was risen, but could not say any grati- 
fication was made; if there was any, it was 
done by Robinson, but he does not know it, 
and believes not any was given, and appre- 
hends Robinson meutioned it as a thing proper 
to be done; and the examinant could not say 
be discouraged it, and cannot remember any 
person made application to support it, but Ro* 
binson, who seemed to smile, when he first men-* 
tioned it. _ - 

And also said, that sir Thomas Robinson 
bought the shares before mentioned absolutely, 
and at the, market price, arid was, as he be* 
lieves, to have no consideration in any shape, 
if fallen below the price he paid for them. 

Thomas Beeke, esq. one of the assistants, 
being examined, said, that he, has been ill a . 
considerable wlule, and did cot know of any 
embezzlements made before Thomson went 
away ; that when he has gone to the house on s 
Lawrence Pountney hill,, the Committee have 
been generally rising, and cannot account for 
the mismanagements which ha\e happened; 
that when he was appointed an assistant* km 
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apprehended, the seme was only nominal, and 
when he has been at the Committee, he ob- 
served the business of the Corporation was 
chiefly managed by Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Squire, 
and air Archibald Grant, who were the leading 
men; and sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Bond 
were frequently there, and came into their 
measures. 

vjohn Torriuno, esq. one other of the Assis- 
tants, -being examined, said, he was drawn in 
to buy shares at a high price, viz. 157. per 
share, fell afterwards to 6/. was then solicit- 
ed to come into the direction; and when 
any thing appeared irregular, or not agree- 
able to the charter, the exaiuinunt voted 
against it, and made it his study to think of 
good orders and checks, as well for the directors 
as the officers, to prevent any mismanagements, 
and which order the examinant often insisted 
should be put in use, and complained of their 
being neglected, dt sired them to be copied for 
the board, and that copies should be given the 
officers, to whom they relate J, and vt ben they 
were forgot, or purposely dispensed with, he 
moved for their revival, and the same were 
often repeated. One of tltese very often insist- 
ed upon was, that the pledgei>ook and certifi- 
cates of pledges, shewing where each pledge 
was deposited, should be laid upon the table, 
which not being done, the examinant called 
upon Thomson, and impeached him to the 
committee for not complying therewith; the 
difficulty of doing it was pleaded hurry of busi- 
ness, and a thing almost impracticable, and would 
prevent business, because borrowers would not 
have their names known : these excuses were 
allowed and strengthened by gentlemen at the 
board, Burroughs, sir Archibald Grant, Squire; 
and sometimes sir Robert Sutton : that at the 
committee of accounts, to which all others were 
appointed, the examinant constantly attended, 
and seldom or never failed to call for the ac- 
counts of cash as well as pledge books, which 
accounts of cash were always produced to him, 
when called for, bnt not otherwise ; upon the 
account ( from the 1st to the 12th of February, 
1730, proposed, as he had many times before, 
a visitation of the warehouses,and survey of the 
pledges, which was promised should be done, 
and many days set for so doing, but was pro- 
tracted from time to time, till the city petition- 
ed the Parliament, when the necessary prepa- 
ratibn for the company's defence gave interrup- 
tion thereto, and was pleaded iu excuse of its 
being neglected : at the same time the exami- 
nant complained against Robinson's having so 
large cash in his hands, and obtained an order 
to be sent him to reduce his balance. This was 
pleaded for nevertheless, though the examinant 
complained of the unreasonableness of allowing 
him one per cent, for circulating the notes, if 
he was to do it with the Company's own 
money. The reason given in support of this 
was, that lie having engaged with such who had 
taken the notes from him, to exchange them 
again for money at any lime, giving him three, 
fcifbt or ten daysoojice, had put himself thereby 



in danger of toeing pressed and overdrawn, 
which might occasion him to put off notes that 
were due, or to break his promise with such 
whose notes he had agreed to exchange ; that 
this would baulk the credit of the company, and 
work its ruin. A gradual reduction was engag- 
ed for, and that so much should never be in 
his hands again. The gentlemen who chiefly 
engrossed the management, were sir Archibald 
Grant, Burroughs, and Squire, who examined 
thebookatheraselves, never suffering the exami- 
nant to N have access to any books, but during 
their examinations was employed in something 
of little or no moment : and because the exami- 
nant had been so busy and active at the first, 
and in some sort the chief instrument in bring-* 
ing this matter of inquiry to Parliament, had 
been threatened to be impeached for breaking 
open a lock, and Mr. Groves told the exami- 
nant, that Squire purposely gave out this to 
vilify him. The examinant mentioned it, that 
he might have an opportunity to explain the; 
same ; and replied, that though lie had been a 
director from the 1st of the year 1727, to the 
11th of May, 1731, he had never been n guilty 
one; and said, he opposed the Supersedeas' 
of Robinson's statute in several general courts" 
called by the directors for that purpose, as well 
as for the opening of the books, and this he also 
opposed : that he had a good opinion of all the 
directors, till he found there had been a great 
embezzlement, and that he still retained the 
same opinion of some ; and being asked an in- 
stance of what he principally objected to, the 
examinant said, that he particularly remember- 
ed, the lending of large sums was a point which 
always stuck with him, as being against the 
title of the charter ; but that opon the enlarge- 
ment for 200,000/. Burroughs, Squire, sir 
Archibald Grant, and sir Robert Sutton, said, 
it was granted for the encouragement of trade, 
and for lending large sums of money upon mer- 
chandises and manufactures, agreeable to the 
prayer of the petition presented to the king fbr : 
the same ; but they insisted, 'it was impossible; 
two 1 louses could be supported without lending 
large sums. Being asked, what was said, when; 
he moved for the pledge books to be laid be- 
fore them ; the examinant said, be was often 
laughed at by sir Archibald, Burroughs, and 
Squire, who were always there; and being 
asked, if Mr. Bond was there always, he said, ' 
more seldom for the latter than the forme* part 
of his time. 

Being asked, how many times he had called 
for the Pledge Books, said, he believed at least 
a hundred times, and always thought sir Ro- 
bert Sutton was a favourer of Thomson, and 
had never known him to dissent or come over 
from the opinion of Burroughs, Squire, and sir 
Archibald Grant*; declared, he heard in the 
city a report of Thomson's carrying on a trade, 
and having called him up to the committee, im- 
peached him to them ; he denied the report ; 
sir Archibald before his face said, it was of the ' 
examinant s own raising, if he would not tell 
its authors, and that if the examinant did not 
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prove the assertion, be should he made. This 
was the occasion that the officers were called to 
give bonds for not buying at sales, which was 
generally agreed to. Sir Robert Sutton readily 
came into it. After the examinant had been 
' in a year, he proposed a supervisor ; but the 
gentlemen before named, pleading not only 
Thomson's ability, but integrity, would not 
come into it, and opposed it, and pleaded 
increasing the charges; so be never proposed 1 
it again : • 

And said, the great book (meaning the pledge 
ledger) was never brought up, but when Bur- 
roughs came, whose province it was to exa*> 
mine that; and the stock ledger the examinant 
never saw^ That as to the dividends, was tcdd, 
sir-Robert Sutton was always consulted, which 
were agreed to at a private meeting of some of 
the Committee, before it was mentioned at the 
hoard, and was never regularly considered there, 
not considered at all, after the second five shilr 
lings dividend. The rule was to be here fixed, 
and remained so till the city putting them to 
charge^ they reduced it to 3s. 6d. : that he had 
no jealousy, when he desired to see die ware- 
houses, that there were none ; but believing, 
when the money appeariivg to be lent rose to 
400,000/. and upwards, the two houses could 
scarcely contain the pledges for such a sum, de- 
sired to know, where the other warehouses 
were, concluding there were others ; and far- 
ther said, that upon Mr* Strange's returning his 
retainer, the Company were alarmed, expect- 
ing the Bank to join the city against them in 
Parliament. Upon this, sir Robert Sutton, sir 
Archibald Grant, and Mr. Bond, went to the 
Bank, and promised a court of directors then 
sitting, never to iasac from and after that day, 
one more note, desiring them upon this conces- 
sion, not to stir agairst the Company; nor to 
assist the city. Sir Robert promised this, in 
the name of the whole board, and declared, he 
would go back, and call a court of committee, 
and would come to such a resolution, and would 
send them a copy of such resolution, signed; by 
their secretary, to give them the strongest 
assurance possible. This committee was 
called on the 20th of March. 1730, and 
the examinant was present, and joined in the 
resolution of not issuing any more notes, ai»d 
of sending the Bank a copy, and was desired 
by sir Rooert Sutton to be very careful, and 
see every thing locked up relating to the notes, 
and to keep the key, never delivering any note* 
out; which the exam man t did. The next 
morning Mr. Burroughs had the other key of 
this box, in which were the keys of the iron 
che»t; no attempt was made to get the said 
key from him till the 11th of May. On the 
8th preceding, being Saturday, seeing Squire at 
the coffee- 1 >ouse, he desired the examinant to 
come thither on Monday morning very early, 
saying, be believed be should have something 
to tell the exanimant for the good of the €om r 
pany. When Burroughs came into the city, 
examinant went ; he desired him to stay till 
Burroughs came ; but going home about twelve 



of the dock, soon after an accident happened 
in his family, and be went oufc no more the* \ 
day nor the next* but sent word that afternoon, f 
if Burroughs was come, he should be glad to. , 
see him. Squire sent him word, the neat, t 
morning would do ; then be came and told the 3 
examinant, the secret was, that, at a meeting ( 
the night before at sir Archibald Grant's, it bad | 
been resolved to issue 3(^0006, notes, either e 
antedating them, or issuing them for six months , 
only, from the 10th and 11th of May ; and that ( 
Burroughs, who had the otiier key, was waiting t 
for htm at the coffee-house. The exam i nan* , 
told him, for several reasons hq was against , 
this proceeding, and mentioned sir Robert Sue* , 
ton's promise to the Bank, the Minutes o* she i 
Book (a copy of which was voted te be sent to , 
them for their assurance) sir .Robert's Dedam* , 
tton in the House of Commons, and the Bill, 
which passed that House, restricting the Com* 
pany from issuing either notes or hoatis, from 
and: after the 15th of May; all which he 
seemed* to think oi.no force, because the Bank 
did interest themselves, he snidj against tiie> 
Company; the Bill did not pass into a law^ 
and therefore no Bill and no restraint : upon 
which the examinant urged the necessity of call- 
ing for so much money from George ftobinson, 
complaining, that it was very great fotyy and 
madness, to leave so much money in his hand*) 
and that if he could not pay off notes, withont 
having new ones coined for him, there must be 
a deficiency at last; and observed further", that 
the Corporation's notes could not be struck bo* 
upon pledges, and asked whether they had now 
an offer for 30,060/. in pledges; he answered, 
No, bnt that these notes being antedated to- the 
.Bill, might be kept till rhey were wanted ' r but 
the examinant answered, that was an evasion, 
and besides too great a trust for Tench, or to 
be added to Robinson, who bad so much air- 
ready, and which he insisted should be called 
oat. He left the examinant in much displea- 
sure, saying, he would see what Robinson 
could say, and soon after sent Burroughs, who 
using as much or more importunity was an- 
swered in the same manner ; he o^ed present 
necessity, the delicate natore of credit, "that the 
notes must not he baulked, and tliat die debts 
should not he increased, but those notes only 
employed to take up others ; which the exauji- 
naatt answered was not die true meaning of is- 
suing specific notes upon specioc, pledgee, Ben- 
roughs left htm, and came to him a^oia eome 
time after with Squire, importuning him at £rst, 
and bullying him afterwards. But upon eb» 
strving, that new notes coined without new 
pledges made, was increanmg ihe debt, without 
having any addition of security, because every 
note Hught to he doubly secured by its proper 
pledge, but if they went on so, they would 
render the notes that were out, insecure; and 
that these note* ekher antedated six months, 
or i^ued only for six months from the 10th and 
11th of May) would become due jest before the 
examinant's; and that in November neat, tbejp 
would have near 6Q,GQQL to raise,/ if they wete 
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t* pay off "all notes which becam* tfeen d*e: 
difficulty they thought being removed, they 
gltodd prevail ; brFering, that Robinson should 
lauaedaUery-pay off the 5,000/, notes the exa- 
jnniant had, and so much interest, as was then 
doe; which he refused, looking upon it as a 
etosi deration of no weight, and Was easy with 
Ifee present condition and security of them, 
provided such irregularities did not creep in, 
aod that Robinson's debt 'was a good one; 
that the other reasons, which they slighted, 
were of force with the examinant, though he 
might reasonably fee against increasing the 
jtotts, When foe had so many ; because us he 
alight, being in trade, hate occasion for money 
before they were due, and he obliged to sell 
them, could not get them so well off, when they 
were so plenty, as when they were bat few : 
they told hina, that if be would not part wiih 
them, then Robinson should give trim a note to 
pay as many of them, as he wanted, before 

Swera due, and that ait his notes should be 
prior to the others. Bat as their imper- 
tafcfcy and these promises increased his jea- 
Jtfaty, he gave ihem aa absolute denial, and 
tbat he knew as well as they did, that notes re- 
gularly issued, ^borrowing money at sfx per 
eemvto lend out at eight or tea, was for the 
fifcanajge -of the Company ; only it seemed to 
Birtam then irregular, and a future en- 
partial tent might arise ; and that how* 
fte&cud h miglrt be for the company, he 
afofald ant do it; and immediately upon their 
foriof km the third rime, wrote a letter, and 
toftwkcy inch>sed therein to sir Robert Sut- 
whifch letter protested against these notes, 
di ctat e d Iris resignation, and pointed out the. 
•no* in Robinson's hands ; which letter sir Ro- 
bert baring acknowledged- in the general court, 
they allowed the merit thereof, and that there- 
by theexahiinant had saved them a great sua*. 
^ produced the said letter dated the 11th of 
. Hey, ; and said, the common custom was 
ta sign notes, when money was wanted for 
pledges, upon ^certificates of the said pledges, 
WWcb notes were signed m a book, and cut 
eat/ When to be issued ; amf said, this proposal 
to isMle notes ciaaeNestineiy was the first irre- 
gatatty that ever came to his knowledge ; and 
*|jpe*d the same, declaring he. wouM appear 
w* t&t* at any Court of Comrmttee, nor ever 
W^awcragst them ; but did not immediately 
Qualify* hhtrself any other *ny, that is by 
' fta&rir? ef stock, because he thought this deck- 
fiti&rt sufficient, though afterwards he did, by 
whieto brs shares stood red seed to the No. 40, 
*htth is below an assistant. The next day 
■^ ^endfw* the letter, he saw Burroughs at 
Randall's coffee-house, who told Imn, he had 
been witk sir Robert Sutton, and. seen bis let* 
toVtmMtd- it an iR-numred one, thought it re* 
touted on hhnserf and Squire, and said, it had 
let the Corporation on fire, or in Humes. The 
etanunant saM, he was never once with any of 
ftpra afterwards at awy Committee ; and Said, 
#w he believed Burroughs, Squire, and sir 
fttebibald.Graat, bad teen concerned ra the 
1 



frauds ; and that Mr. Groves told hkn, Squire 
had given out, tbat the examinant ought to 
have been hanged three years ago, for breaking 
open a lock, and flung reflections upon hrm. 
He said, that he knew nothing of the steps 
taken for obtaining the second and third li- 
cences ; that he knew of no money or shares 
given away last sessions of parliament for any 
interest ; tfiat he remembered an order of the 
House of Commons brought to the Board for 
the books, but not that any debates arose upon 
it ; that he did not know of any steps taken ^to 
engage gentlemen to become proprietors ; and 
was asked about the cupboard broke open fbt 
the transfer book ; and said, tbat ft was the 
18th of May, 1728, and transfer day, and no 
holiday ; that Wainwright was out of the~way t 
and believed he was out of town, as be has 
been some times before, when wanted, and 
many people attending to transfer or accept 
stock ; and asked the meaning of it, and was 
very angry, telling Thomson, /he would acquaint 
the Committee of Wamwright, and of ail of 
them, for' negligent attendances : Whereupon, 
after staying very late, haVirrg a transfer to 
make of seventy shares, and being very angry, 
Thomson taking up a poker, or some iron m 
his office, without any order, or any noise or 
difficulty, that lie knew of, opened the cup- 
board, took out the book, filled up and wit- 
nessed the examinant's transfer, and took the 
transfers of the others who were waiting; and 
the examinant said, Mr. Mann told him, Bur- 
roughs and ^Squire said, he behaved vilery in 
the general court, and raised up a spirit among 
the proprietors; and if he nanged them, they 
would hang him right or wrong ; that great en- 
deavours had been used to keep the petition 
out of parliament ; And being asked by whom 
said by the directors and Mr. Black erby ; and 
being further asked, why he joined him wifh 
them, said, he believed him to be m their inte- 
rest, and looked on Junr as a director's man ; 
and said Mr. Higgs Was* ordered to keep away 
from the Committee, or dispensed with, ami 
that Burroughs took the minutes as secre^ 
tary, turning sometimes a deaf ear, and enter- 
ing, as he supposes, only what he thought fiti 
and brought them to Ii'rggs in his pocket : 
That he knew of no application made by a ge- 
neral court, for applying for the second licence, 
nor was such application talked of ; That Bur- 
roughs between the 20th of August and the 
fOth of September shewed him the said letter 
of licence on a Sunday, going through- Putney 
ki a chaise, and desired the examinant, before 
he saw the licence, to pat his name to a peti- 
tion to the King for a patent or charter, on 
Tbmkin*s patent for making iron. This was 
What lie caited for, and believes his doing it, 
was the inducement for his shewing the licenee; 
that though Stjunw had told the examinaftt henr 
two months before he saw the said licencej 
there would be an enlargement, the etaminant 
did not believe it; and did not believe Bur- 
roughs, when he said it was done, tiR he shewettf 
it him, and said he hat* it but a Fitfle time. 
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The horses stood as going to Hampton- Court, 
or Richmond, and went that way, the court 
being at one of these places; That being asked, 
if circular letters were wrote about the- middle 
of September, and if he saw the licence before 
those letters, said he had, 'and before Thom- 
son's breaking open the cupboard for the trans- 
fers on the 18th of September, 1758. . And was 
asked, if he saw the licence before his sending 
the letter to his father ; said, he had. 

That he bought 60 shares at 7L and 45 
for his sisters at 8/. two days after he had 
seen the licence, and said the licences were ob- 
tained by the interest of sir Robert} Sutton, and 
when he went abroad, left it to the care of Bur- 
roughs, to carry through the offices t and being 
asked, if he kutw whether all the money had 
been paid in on the first licence for 70,000/. 
said, he did not know i£i( bad or not ; or whe- 
ther all was paid in on the second licence ; said 
no; and that he had not paid in on some of his 
own privileges; and delivered a copy of an ac- 
count of cash given in by Tench, from the first to 
the 12th of Feoruary, 1730, which shewed what 
was then paid in 'on each enlargement. Was 
asked, if he knew of any transactions of Robin- 
son's or Thomson's for sl»are9, said, he did not ; 
but farther said, that the Tuesday after Bur- 
roughs bad been with him, the exam i nan t bought 
60 shares at 7/. and 45 at 8/. and ten 
days after, or thereabouts, sold 70 shares 
at 10/. 10*. which he transferred the 18th of 
September to Pepys, and received 735/. of him 
on account of Robert Mann, the same day ; 
that, upon complaining qf Wain wright's absence, 
said, he would represent them all as negligent, 
Thomson opened the cupboard, others waited, 
and did transfer the same lime, and -his aunt 
Torriano transferred 25 Shares at 10/. which 
had been sold a day or two before, at the 
price of that day ; but that then they were 
snapt at, and he was blamed for selling at 
10/. 10*. that he sold Jackson 50 shares at 
that price, and never sold a share but to a di- 
rector or Robinson, and transferred either to 
them* or their order'; and upon his father's let- 
ter did apply to Robinson to get him shares ; 
acquainted the said Robinson he wanted some, 
and believes he shewed him the said letter, who 
said, he would serve Mr. Mann, and oblige 
him with some at ten guineas, pretending it was 
a favour. 

That the directors were very angry at his sell- 
ing, and Burroughs said, be should be turned 
out of the direction. , 

That the shares rose from 6/. to 7/. and to 
8/. was bet ween the 20th of August and the 10th 
of September. Burroughs shewed him the 
said licence, and talked with Squire (near about 
two months before he saw the same) about 
such a thing, but did not believe there was a , 
licence till he saw it, nor bought any shares be- j 
fore he saw it. And Burroughs and Squire • 
told him of a further increase in the capital, j 
When he was selling out, but the ezaminant j 
doubted the success of such endeavours from 1 



the opposition of the city ; and said, he never 



saw or spoke to Robinson on bis return, after 
leaving England, but in the genera] court, when 
he declared, he had a sixth part of the capital, 
on which the ex ami n ant asked, if he ever paid 
for it, or what he ever did pay, but was not 
allowed bim to answer ; and said it was not a 
proper time and place. That he never spoke to 
Squire one word after Robinson and Thomson 
went away ; should have been astiamed to 
have spoke to. him ; because he had, upon 
proposal to issue notes, conceived an ill opinion 
of him, as well as from an evidence against 
bim in parliament, though a good opinion el 
him before : but left the coffee-house he useo\ 
and said, Squire told him application was made 
to sir Robert Walpole for the licence ; and that 
sir Robert Sutton bad a promise, if the Attorney 
General reported favourably, it should be grant- 
ed ; that it stuck with the Attorney a long while* 

Believes Burroughs told him the same, at 
least understood it so from him. And said, 
shares were held by the directors in other names, 
but does not know them ; and between Mid- 
summer 1738, and Midsummer 1730, Robin* 
son, sir Robert Sutton, Burroughs, and Squire, 
had a great many snares. 
" Tl>e, examinaot said, he had by lum a great 
number of the notes, which he was afraid were 
worth but little, and the same, for which Bur* 
roughs and Squire offered him the money, If 
he would have yielded to their . importunity to 
coin fresh ones. The examinant, upon recol- 
lecting the day when Burroughs site wed hint 
the licence, said, he was very sure from concur- 
rent circumstances, it was on Sunday the 1st of 
September, 1728, when the said Burroughs 
was going to Epsom with his lady, as this exa> 
minant has reason to believe, he having a 
house or lodging there. 

That the examinant has received a letter 
from Mr. Mann, dated the 11th of September* 
wherein he mentions his recejving a circular 
letter from Higgs, by order of Burroughs 
to dine with the said Burroughs at Pontae's 
as Monday the 9th, which circular letter 
was wrote the 6th or 7th preceding; and 
delivered to the Committee one letter, dated 
the 11th of September, and another the 13th. 

George Jackson, esq. one other of the assist* 
ants, being examined, said, that he was chosen 
an assistant in April, 1726, and was of the 
Committee of Accounts ; that he was surprised 
when he , heard that Thomson was gone ; and 
never had jhe least suspicion that the stock of 
the Corporation was embezzled ; but always 
believed the said Thomson to be an honest 
man, and thought they were • happy in having 
such a careful man as he was generally looked 
upon to be ; but since this affair has happen- 
ed, is persuaded, now it is too late, that 
too gneat a confidence has been reposed in 
their officers, and by having so great an opt* 
n ion of Thomson. 

That some time last summer, the examinant 
remembers, that Mr. Moles worth proposed to 
him to have the warehouses examined, which 
the examipant readily agreed to ; but the 



Digitized by 



Google 



, same ww pot performed ; And baying observed, 
^j^woboat 400,000/. was lent out upon pledges, 

fad imagining, that the house on Lawrence 
ountney Hill was not sufficient to hold so 
, $reat quantities of goods, and having never 
^aeen an account for warehouse rent, the exami- 
nant went to Thomson, and asked him about 
the same, who thereupon took down a great 
* parcel of keys, and informed the examinant, 
. those were belonging to the out warehouses, in 
in which the goods were lodged ; that when at 
, the Committee of Accounts, at first the pledge 
boot was laid before them, but afterwards 
wholly neglected ; bat what books were laid 
eeYore them were examined ; and particularly 
remembers, the notes, that were paid off, which 
when filed, were brought to the Committee of 
accounts, with the note bo*jk and* cash books ; 
mod the same chequed by three of them. And 
saith, That he does not remember the method 
used in issuing money on pledges ; butbetie*** 
the certificates were sent to Tench by Thom- 
son, and notes made out upon tbem ; but doth 
not remember, that Tench's cash book with 
Robinson's was ever chequed. 

The examinant said, That one Clarke was 
chosen surveyor of the warehouse, and remem- 
bers a report was made by the said Clarke of 
goods not being sufficient to answer the money 
lent ; and at the end of 13 weeks the exami- 
nant heard Clarke was discharged upon the in- 
stigation of Thomson, but doth not recollect the 
particulars for which he was turned out ; and 
that he was not present at the time when he 
was discharged. 
That the first time the examinant was at 
Committee, was* on the 21st of April, 1796, 
And on the 13th of May following Mr. Thom- 
pson moved the court, that the key of the ware- 
house kept by the accomptant might be left 
with Mr. Lo veil for the same purposes; and 
between the said times the examinant had hut 
little knowledge of the Corporation's affairs, 
being only $2 days. * 
'« That after he came in to be a proprietor, 
there was a select comimttee for examining the 
^ook^nf accounts; but iaa short time afterwards 
an order of committee was made, that all^ that 
come to the Committee of Accounts; should 
Jbave voices: That the accomptant, before t&e 
'last dividend was declared, was ordered to 
make out an account from the pledge books, in 
order to declare the same : That being asked 
if the same was examined b/ the Committee of 
,<Accouuts, the examinant replied, that he did 
jiot know ; nut has since heard, that there was 
an error in the same ; And before the ac- 
comptant brought it to the general court, the 
court was up, and the dividend was declared' 
without their seeing the same ; Burroughs say- 
ing, in his opinion they were able to divide Si. 
per share ; and the examinant was not at that 
general Court; 

And the examinant farther said, that about 
the beginning of May last, it was thought con- 
venient at a Committee, by some gentlemen 
jthen pnesent, to coin flOOOO/. nw nates, nst- 

"Vou viir. 
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withstanding a large balance of 45,000/. was 
remaining in Rooinson's hands, who had 1/. 
per. cent for circulating their notes, which the 
examinant frequently spoke of to the Com* 
urn tee, but was as often answered by Bur- 
roughs and Squire : That sir Robert Sutton, 
Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Bond, and Mr. Aislabie 
were for reducing the said balance : That two 
books of 30,000/. ; notes each were coined to 
supply the want of money ; and does not re- 
member he had any discourse about coining 
the said notes : And the examinant said, some 
time afterwards be was present with Mr. Moles* 
worth, sir Robert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, 
Burroughs, Squire, and others, when the said 
notes were cancelled, and helped to burn them 3 
And doth not remember of any debate at the 
Committee upon coining the said notes,or upon 
destroying the same 4 and does not know of 
any promise made to the Bank about issuing no 
more notes: That he heard a letter was sent 
from Mr. Torriano with a key in it to sir Robert 
Sutton, and that the said key was delivered to 
Squire. 

Mr. George Jackton being/urther examined, 
said, That 60,000/. notes were coined as he be* 
lieves, between the 10th atid 15th of May, and 
Mr. Wain wright was asked to sign the same, 
but answered, it would be time enough, when 
the same were issued ; and at the same time 
the said notes were ordered to be coined, it was, 
as be believes, with the general consent of all 
the gentlemen present, and believes, the mi* 
nates, which were»on loose papers of that pro- 
ceeding, were locked up in the chest with the 
notes, and were wrote by Mr. Burroughs, who/ 
frequently acted as secretary, and believes the 
same were not thought to be convenient to be 
entered in the minute book ; that the reason, 
which was assigned for coioiug the said notes* 
was, that old notes, to the amount of 100,000// 
and more, were then near due ; and it we{ 
thought if Robinson should be pressed for the 
large balance of cash in his hands, it would dor 
him a great injury, and be prejudicial to the 
company : And the said Robinson proposed to 
pay the dividend provided . the Corporation, 
would assist him with 4 X 000/. bonds; and be* 
lieves it was the general sense of the gentlemen, 
that the said balance should be taken, as Robin* 
son could pay the same. . . ; 

That the examinant apprehends this large 
debt was created, when the Corporation was 
under the consideration of parliament, whea 
large sums of money were pakl into Tench's 
hands, and by him paid to Robmson^ without 
being- observed by the Committee, who were 
then busy ; and apprehends, it was upon sorne^ 
valuable consideration given to Tench by Po- 
binsoo for paying the same, which when th^ 
same was known, there was an uneasiness 
among the gentlemen, that they should pay 14 
per cent, for circulating their notes, when at 
the same time Robinson had such large sums, 
of money of the Corporation in his hands z 
but it is probable Mr. Burroughs, Squire, aha 
sir Archibald Grant, were nofc so uneisjr, 

4E ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' " V 
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believing, by wbat has since happened, ftiat 
they were concerned with him. 

That being asked, what reason was given for 
cancelling the said 60,000/. notes, the examn 
nant said, that about a short time after the 
sane were coined, it was said, the notes were 
in disreputation, and it was prdposed by Mr. 
Warren to issue bonds in the room, of tbero, 
notes not being so well approved of, as bonds 
would ; and believes, tbe order made for is- 
suing bonds was prior to the cancelling 
the notes. 

That he 'beard, sir Robert Sutton brought or 
sem a key to the Committee the 13th of May 
last (which the examinant heard was sent to 
bun from Mr. Torriano) and an order was 
made for delivering the same to Mr; Squire. 

That he >did dot know it was designed to can- 
cel tbe said 60,000/. notes, till he went into tbe 
Committee, and found sir Robert Sutton, sir 
Archibald -Grant, Mr. Molesworth, Mrv Bond, 
and others, were cancelling the same, and help- 
ed them; and believes, the seine was done by 
the general consent of the Committee, 
r That *he nevefe had any private meeting 
r with Robinson, after be came from France, but 
saw him, when at tbe Committee on Lawrence 
piounteney Hill, and had no discourse with him. 
: That he apprehends tbe assistants had not 
the same power as the Committee, they being 
only appointed by a general court to assist 
them, when the seven committee men are ap- 
jsbinted by the charter. / 

•Mr. John Moody, one other of the Assistants, 
being examined, said, that at Christmas, 17186, 
be was chosen an assistant, and looked npon 
the same as only nominal, and not warranted 
by the charter. 

< That he never mistrusted nay embezzle* 
ments had been made of the Corporation's ef- 
fects, till last session of parliament ; and about 
July last Mr. Aislabie and tbe examinant 
mentioned it at a Committee to sir Archibald 
Grant, and heard Mr. Mann propose to have 
tbe warehouse* inspected ; and tne examinant 
likewise mentioned it to Robinson, who said, 
that as Thomson was going to quit, they would 
be searched in course. . That he never was at 
any private meetings with the directors, nor 
knows what steps were taken for obtaining the 
two last licences. That be was of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, which at the first was a se- 
lect Committee, and the books and accounts 
were ordered to be laid before them ; as also 
an account oat of the Pledge Book, which 
Thomson declined ; upon which Mr. Wainwright 
the accoinptant, was ordered to make out 
an account weekly from it, and lay before 
them ; and frequent reports were made from 
the said Committee ; but when an order was 
made in 1727, for aH that came to have voices, 
no reports were made, and the several books 
were locked in a buroe, and the. key kept by 
Mr: Burroughs ; and the cheques were taken 
off, before the examinant was chosen an as- 
sistant ; and does not know, that Thomson and 
EoUoson paid in money upon shares for any 



person, or wjiat became of the 2,000 shares ap- 
propriated for tbe payment of the Corpora- 
tion's debts. 

That he was once in company with "Robin- 
son, when be came from abroad, and asked hint 
in what manner the Corporation's effects were 
embezzled ; Robinson said, he did not know, 
and went with Thomson to he informed of the 



Mr. Benjamin Robinson, another of tbe as* 
sis t ants, being examined, said, thai when he 
became a proprietor, be was chosen an assist- 
ant, and attended very often at the Commit- 
tees, and summed up the books,' chequed the 
notes, and did not apprehend but every thing 
was managed right. 

That the most active men were Mr. Bus- 
roughs, Mr. Squire, Mr. Bond; Mr. Mann, ek 
Archibald Grant and Mr. Torriano, who go* 
vemed the said Corporation ; and business of 
moment was generally prepared at private 
meetings by them, before they came to the 
Committee ; and what they said waa a law at 
the Committee. 

That he has often told them their minutes 
were not regularly kept at * in other corpora- 
tions, and proposed the same to be signed, 
which he took notice were not, the same being 
taken on loose papers, and very often by Bur- 
roughs, who would not seed the same to Higgt* 
the secretary, to enter in the books. 

That no notice was taken of what he pro* 
posed ; that he likewise often moved that the 
warehouses should be inspected, and that the 
Committee should have keys, that they might 
visit the same, when they bad a mind; but the) 
same was not done. 

- That formerly the accounts of warehouse rent, 
and in what parts of the town they weee in, 
with the qualities of the goods in the same, 
used at first to be laid before them; but when 
he has proposed the same method to be revived, 
Burroughs and Squire hare opposed the same, 
saying it would be an innovation to alter the 
method they now used, which they thought 
right 

That being asked, if Mr. Torriano hath net 
often moved the same questions, be said, be 
doth not remember be ever did. And being 
asked, if he knew in what manner the licences 
were obtained, the examinant said, he did not; 
but remembers that sir Robert Sutton brought 
the. last licence to, the Committee : and it was 
moved by Squire and others, that the thanks Of 
the Committee should be returned to sir Robert 
Sutton for obtaining the same. 

- That being askedV if he knew of any money 
or shares in any shape given to any person foe 
services done in parliament, or of any demands 
made for services, the examinant said, he did 
not. 

That he remembers a debate at the Com* 
mittee about issuing bonds, when it was said, 
they were not justified by the charter in so tkv 
ing; but sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, Mr. 
Burroughs and Mr. Squire, said, they might do 
kin exchange of their notes > and has beard 
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Mr. Turner of Grays Inn say, that be would 
not lend his money on their notes, without their 
seal was affixed to them ; and remembers he 
was present, when the seal was affixed to bonds 
for several thousand pounds ; and remembers 
they were often making of notes. 

That he has often been at the Corporation 
bouse, before the rest of the Committee came, 
and used to walk about the warehouse, and has 
seen large quantities of goods there, but was in- 
formed by Thomson, that there were good* in 
the India warehouses, and also in the Ring's 
warehouses; and never had any mistrust but 
the same was true. 

That in August last the examinant went 
abroad into Spain, on account of the English 
ropper mines comoany, he being governor 
thereof ; aod while he was at Madrid and other 
places, be beard it talked of, that there were 
great confusions about the companies in Eng- 
land, but never heard the troth of it until he 
arrived at Falmouth. 

Mr. Benjamiu Robinton, being further exa- 
mined, said, He had seen the Miuute Books of 
July last, when the bonds were made, and found 
ihe Minutes wrong entered iu this particular, 
where it mentions only two of the Committee 
jto be present ; he said he attended twice in all* 
when bonds were sealed, and knows there was 
a full Committee present each time, besides the 
assistants that attended ; and this can be evir 
dently made appear by the cashier and clerks, 
that attended the Committee. 

That the assistants were not at the beginning 
of the Corporation, but chose by a subsequent 
general court ; and they looked upon themselves 
to have no power, but by the direction of the 
Committee, who approved or not, as they 
pleased ; neither was it in the power of the as- 
sistants to reject or prevent what was proposed 
oy the Committee; and to do Mr. Molesworth 
justice, be has often moved to have an examk 
nation of the warehouses, and of Mr. Thom- 
son's accounts of sales, but it was never agreed 
to, as this informant knoweth of ; and saith, be 
hath heard Mr. Thomson complain to the com- 
mittee of accounts of Mr. Moles worth's treat- 
ing him in such a manner, that be could not 
serve the Corporation with such usage, or. words 
to that effect, and that he had desired Mr. 
$eake to acquaint Mr. Molesworth therewith. 

That about Lady Day 1728, when the trade 
anil business of the Corporation seemed to in- 
crease pretty much (as this informant then ap- 
prehended) he proposed to have a committee 
of warehouses m the manner of the English 
copper company, but it was not agreed to ; 
after this he said, he did not attepd the coin- 
mittee of accounts for the space of above 18 
months, except twice or thrice, as may be seen 
by the committee books, and what passed in 
l&at time, be cannot tell. 

That he never took upon himself to direct 
any thing, but submitted to the other gentle- 
men who had large shares and property w the 
Corporation, he being but a small proprietor, 
and never bought or sold any, since he am en- 



• tered into the company, and was continued 
and kept in at former elections, for to give 
place and oblige a larger proprietor, when such 
a one could be brought in, that might advance 
the interest of the Corporation; and for that 

{>urpose a warrant of attorney hath been long 
eft at the office to disqualify him, whenever 
another was found to put fn his room ; and 
when he was last elected en assistant, it was 
without his knowledge, being then, and for four . 
or five months before, in &paia, and contrary 
to his desire, before he went abroad ; and has 
not acted in or accepted of the office, since he 
returned, which was the f Oth of March instant. 

Charlii Waller, esq. one other of the assist* 
ants, being examined, said, that he was chosen 
in an assistant in December, 1796, and could 
seldom attend, and never beard of any embez- 
zlements having been made of the Corporation's 
effects, until Thomson went away ; when on 
the Friday following Mr. Moody came to him 
to the Fleece Tavern, and informed him, that 
Thomson was gone off; whereupou Mr. Moody 
and be went to the Pope's Head, and sent word 
to the Corporation house, that he should be 
glad to see some of the gentlemen, if they should 
come near the Exchange ; and then be first 
heard, that it was suspected Robinson was like* 
wise withdrawn. 

That being asked, if he knew what was be- 
come of 2,000 shares appropriated to pay the 
Corporation's debts, the examinant said, he did 
not; and further said, he did not know how 
the second or third licences were obtained, but 
heard the third was expected, and bad a letter 
sent bim to dine at Pontac's, when the third 
was granted, but that it was then publicly 
known. * ^ 

And being asked, if be was at sir Archibald' 
Grant's at any time when Jones the auctioneer 
was there, said, be was with sir Archibald, who 
was dressing himself when Jones came into the 
next room ; and sir Archibald Grant went to 
bim, but does not know what passed, or recol- 
lect, that he went into the room, whilst Jones 
was there ; that sir Archibald sent a letter te 
the examinant the night before to come to him 
next morning, and bad been with him often 
before, on account of the opposition then made 
to the Corporation in parliament. 
» That he knows not of any money or shares 

K'ven to any person during the Corporation's 
iing before parliament, or ever heard that any 
person had made demands for services done the 
Corporation in parliament, except lately. 

And further said, that he saw Robinson, 
when he came from France, and asked him, , 
bow the mismanagement happened, and the 
meaning of bis going away ; and that the world 
bad a very indifferent opinion of him for going 
away with Thomson ; that Robinson replied, 
be could give no account of the mismanage* 
ments ; and that he went with Thomson on 
purpose to get what papers he could from him, 
and to make what discoveries he could into fhe 
embezzlements of the Corporation's effects. 
That the first tine the examinant knew of 
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Robinson's deficiency to the Corporation, wis, 
the day thatMr. Daniel Pulteney died, or the day 
after, when he met Mr. Molesworth in the Strand, 
who acquainted him with the large balance of 
cash remaining in Robinson's bands, and asked 
him, if he did not know the said Robinson was 
indebted to the Corporation, and asked tfie ex- 
erainant in relation to what he knew of Robin- 
son's circumstances, and of his being concern- 
ed with sir 1 Thomas Mack worth in Copper 
Works; and that this examinant afterwards 
•beard measures had been taken by the Corpo- 
ration to secure Robinson's deficiency, by Ro- 
binson's granting a mortgage of 14,000/. as be 
believed, on his estate to sir Robert Sutton ; 
find Robinson confessed a judgement to sir 
Archibald Grant and Mr. Molesworth for 
50,000/. and Mr. Molesworth then asked this 
examinant, why he did not come among them. 

That when he first became a proprietor, 
twelve assistants were chosen to assist the 
Committee, as he apprehended, in fixing the 
Corporation on a good foundation, under cer- 
tain regulations, which, as they died, or were 
•otherwise removed, were not filled up with 
others ; and after such regulations were fixed, 
, lie thought the assistants of little moment, and 
-doth not remember he looked one minute se- 
riously over any of the books of accounts of the 
eaid Corporation. 

Sir Archibald Grant, bart. being further 
examined, said, that about the. time the affair 
of the Charitable Corporation came last ses- 
sions before the parliament, sir Robert Sutton 
told the examinant, sir Thomas Robinson had 
Applied to him to know, how he might pur- 
chase 4*or 500< Charitable Corporation shares 
at a market price, hut that he did not expect 
*ny favour, and who were the proper persons 
-to apply to for them,, he having a mind to be 
a proprietor : That sir Robert Sutton and the 
•examinant recommended him to Thomson and 
.Robinson; and soon after the examinant in- 
formed sir Thomas Robinson that Thomson 
could Jielp him to the shares, and part of the 
receipts were delivered to him. That upon 
delivering part of the receipts to sir Thomas 
Robinson, he, the said sir Thomas, paid the 
examinant 950/. in Bank notes, and money ; 
and likewise gave him a cash note on Mr. 
Matthew Lamb for 450/. all which he convey- 
ed to Thomson ; but 300 of the said shares 
had privileges attending them, which were 
transferred to sir Thomas Robinson unknown 
to him; to which he then objected, saying, he 
was not certain, whether the parliament would 
permit them to compelte their capital, and 
would suffer tjtje privilege shares to be paid in 
on ; and that in case the parliament did not, 
jBOO/. part of the said 450/. should be abated, 
and that in the mean time, until it was certain 
that the privileges might be paid in upon, 150/. 
only of the said note should be paid, and the 
remainder be left in the hands of Mr. Lambe, 
to which this examinant, on the behalf of 
Thomson, agreed. 

Andtbe examinant being asked, whose pro- 



perty those shares were, said, he did not know, 
but that Mr. Burroughs had the said note, and 
received 150/. thereof. 

That when sir Thomas Robinson came rronm 
abroad in October last, he sent to the exa- 
minant to desire his note, it being cer- 
tain the said privileges could not then be paid 
in upon ; whereupon the examinant applied to 
Mr. Burroughs for the same, who returned it 
without any difficulty ; and the examinant sent 
it to sir Thomas Robinson ; that the note was 
demanded since Thomson and Robinson went 
away. 

The examinant being asked what was the 
price agreed to be paid for a tbe said 500 shares, 
said, 6/. per share. 

Being asked, if he ever had any correspon- 
dence with Thomson since his withdrawing 
himself, said, he had received one letter frona 
him, which he has by him. 

Matthew Lamb, esq. being further examined, 
said, that between, the 11th and 90tb of March-, 
1730, and 1751, the examinant advanced to sir 
Thomas Robinson 2,900/. which he the said sir 
Thomas Robinson, declared was to pay for 
Charitable Corporation shares; and particu- 
larly remembers, that on the 90th of the said 
month the said sir Thomas Robinson had 
1,900/. part of the said money, which he told 
this examinant was to pay for Charitable Cor- 
poration shares ;' and that the said sir Thomas 
being going out of England, applied to the exa- 
minant to hold Charitable Corporation shares 
for him, to which he consented ; and that 
thereupon the said sir Thomas transferred 400 
shares, and Mr. Borroughs 100, to the exami- 
nant, for the use of sir Thomas Robinson. 
• And the examinant further saith, that in the 
beginning of April, 1731, sir Thomas Robinson 
settled his account with him, and iu it allowed 
the note which he, the said sir Thomas, had 
drawn on him for 450/. that sir Thomas told 
the examinant he was only to pay 150/. out of 
it immediately, and the other was to be kept 
by him, till it should be known whether the 
parliament would give leave that the privilege 
shares should be paid r in upon : That, on the 
30th of April last, the examinant paid 150/. 
part of the said note, to Mr. Burroughs, and 
indorsed it on the back of the said note, and 
took a separate receipt for the same ; and as 
those privilege shares were never allowed to be 
paid in upon, he was never applied to for the, 
remainder. 

That on the frh of November last, sir Tho- 
mas Robinson brought the said note to the 
examinant, and he gave sir Thomas credit for 
300/. in his account, instead thereof. 

Your Committee cannot conclude this Re- 
port without representing to the House the 
great difficulties they have laboured under by 
the secreting of Books of Accounts, and Pa- 
pers, relating to the Corporation; and by the 
withdrawing of George Robinson and John 
Thomson, to whom the Directors intrusted the 
chief part in the management of the anairs of 
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the Corporation, and through whose hands very 
large soms of money have passed, without any 
cheques being kept upon them; and several 
others whom your Committee have examined, 
not having given so fair an account, as they 
have reason to believe they were capable of 
giving, has rendered it impossible to lay a clear 
state of this affair before the House. 

Your Committee are now proceeding to exa- 
mine the Allegations of the Petition of the 
Creditors, by notes and bonds, and hope to lay 
the same before the House in a few days. 



Ordered, That the said Report be taken into 
consideration upon this day seven night. 

Sir R. Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant ex- 
pelled the House on account of tlie Charitable 
Corporation.] May 4. Upon the farther hear- 
ing of the above Report, sir Robert Sut- 
ton and sir Archibald Grant were expelled the 
House. 

The Commons retolve, " That the Persons who 
have been guUty of fraudulent Practices in the 
Management of the Charitable Corporations 
ought to make a just Satisfaction for the same.] 
May 8. The House resumed again the consi- 
deration of the said Report, and a motion was 
made to resolve, " That *ir Robert Sutton and 
sir Archibald Grant, Dennis Bond, esq. (who 
had been expelled, on account of the fraudu- 
lent Sale of lord Derwentwater's estate,) Wil- 
liam Burroughs, esq. George Jackson, Ben- 
jamin Robinson, William Squire, George Ro- 
binson, John Thomson, Richard Wooley, and 
Thomas Warren, having been guilty of many 
notorious Breaches of Trust, and many indirect 
and fraudulent Practices in the direction and 
management of the Affairs of the Charitable 
Corporation, and having thereby occasioned 
great losses to many of his Majesty's subjects, 
ought to make a just satisfaction for the snme.** 

But some members were for leaving out the 
words, * ought to make a just satisfaction for 
• the same;' hereupon 

Mr. Shippen stood up, and spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker ; 

The House is extremely obliged to the ho- 
nourable gentlemen of the Committee, for the 
great pains they have taken, and for the great 
skill they have shewn, in detecting a dark and 
execrable scene of villainy: And surely we 
ought' not to entertain any proposition which 
comes from them, in consequence of their in- 
quiry and of our own proceedings, with jealousy 
and distrust. 

I cat) therefore by no means agree with those 
gentlemen, who suspect that there is some la- 
tent aud disguised meaning in the question be- 
fore' us, and who are for leaving out the latter 
part of . it ; because I think no question was 
ever framed with more candour, or conceived 
in more clear and intelligible terms than this 
is ; and the latter part is so far from being ex- 
ceptionable #r superfluous, that it is the neces- 
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sary, the natural conclusion from the premises 
Contained in the first part : For since the per- 
sons named have been lately voted guilty of the 
crimes, with which they stand charged in the 
report of our Committee, what i» the next step 
we are to take, but to vote some punishment I 
and. what punishment so mild with regard to 
the offenders, or so just with regard to the suf- 
ferers, as restitution ? 

Let us take the whole question together, and 
we shall judge best of the propriety and cohe- 
rence of its several clauses. It runs thus, vis. 
c That sir Robert Sutton, &c. having been, 
' guilty of many notorious breaches of Trust, 
' and many indirect and fraudulent practices. 
' in the direction and management of the Af- 
4 fairs of the Charitable Corporation for relief 
' of industrious poor, by assisting them with 
' small sums upon pledges at legal interest ; and 
' having thereby occasioned great losses to many 
' of his Majesty's subjects, ought to make a 
'just satisfaction for the same.' 

Now, as I have already said, no question was 
ever conceived in more clear and intelligible 
terms than this is ; and I am at a loss to com- 
prehend, why gentlemen should dislike any ex- 
pressions in it, especially, why the ingenious 
lord, and the 7 worthy person his second, 5 huuld 
object to the words, ' Just Satisfaction.* For 
certainly they cannot imagine that these words 
will be declared unintelligible in this House, 
where the nature and meaning of justice is sup- 
posed to be perfectly well understood, as it is, 
or ought to be the rule and measure of air our. 
determinations ; and they must forgive me, if I 
think no Dutch commeutator ever mistook the 
sense of an author more grossly, than they have 
mistaken the sense of this question. 

But what is most remarkable in this debate 
19 the impatience some gentlemen express to 
know, whether the advocate* for the question 
intend to proceed against the offenders by Im- 
peachment or by Bill; and they seem to de- 
mand that we should immediately come to % 
resolution. 

Whence can this impatience arise ? If it arises 
from compassion, why were these very gentle- 
men, who now interpose, silent ? Why did they 
suffer the objects of their compassion to be 
unanimously censured, when they had made 
but an insufficient defence for themselves, and 
warned the aid of their eloquence ? If it arises 
from curiosity, I think it ought rather to be 
kept iu »u$pence than gratified, because it is 
unseasonable aud irregular. If it arises from 
the fears and apprehensions of particular per- 
sons ; why should others, who are under oo 
such anxiety, he obliged to remove those fears 
and apprehensions, especially when it is im- 
possible for them to know how well they may 
be grounded'. 

Since then no good reason appears to justify 
this extraordinary demand; since thisquestion 
is only declarative of our present disposition to 
do justice, and to give satisfaction to the in* 
jured and distressed proprietors, methinks there 
should he no difficulty in passing it; For we 
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their directors, as far as lies jwithin the reach 
of this part of the legislature. 

I hope too we shall not only concur with the 
honourable gentlemen of the Committee in 
their proposition, but give them the thanks of 
the House for the honour and integrity, with 
which tfiey have acquitted themselves in the 
public service. 

After this the motion as above passed into a 
Resolution t Then it was ordered, That leave 
be given to bring in a Bill, to restrain all the 
said persons, (except William Squire, George 
Robinson, and John Thomson, who were ab- 
sconded) from going out of the kingdom for 
one year, and till the end of the then next 
session . of parliament ; and for discovering 
their estate and effects ; and for preventing the 
transporting or alienating the same. As to 
William Squire, the members, appointed to 
prepare and bring in the said Bill, were order- 
ed to insert a clause, for obliging him to sur- 
render himself at a time and place to be men- 
tioned in the Bill ; to give security for his not 
going out of the kingdom for one year for dis- 
covering his estate ; and for preventing th* 
transporting or alienating the same. It was 
also ordered, That leave he given to bring in a 
Bill, for the relief of the Sufferers io the Cha- 
ritable Corporation. 

Two Bills were accordingly brought in, and 
passed both Houses* but the Lords struck the 
name of George Jackson and Benjamin Rc~ 
binson out of toe Bill. 

Mr. Sandys reports from the Committee on 
the Charitable Corporation, that Signor Bet* 
loai had written to them from Rome, that 
Thomson was detained 'Prisoner there.] May 
16. Mr. Sandys acquainted the House, that 
sir Robert Sutton had come to him that mora* 
ing, and told him, that be bad received a letter 
from a correspondent of his at Parte, in which 
was inclosed a Letter from Signor Belloni, a> 
banker at Rome, directed to the Committee to 
whom the Petition of the proprietors of the 
Charitable Corporation was referred, or in case 
the said Committee did not subsist, to sir Ro- 
bert Sutton and others, acquainting tbetn, that 
the said Belloni had procured John Thomson, 
late warehouse-keeper to the said Corporation, 
to be secured a prisoner in the castle of St f 
Angelo at Rome. Hereupon the said com- 
mittee was ordered to be revived. 

May 22. Mr. Sandys made a farther Report 
from the above Committee, and thereupon it 
was ordered, That the several Letters and Pa* 

{>ers mentioned in the said Report should be. 
aid before the House. Then it was referred to 
a committee to translate Signor Be41oni*s Letter. 

Signor BeOonPs Letter.] May 23. The lord 
Hervey presented the translation of that Letter, 
as follows : 

" Gentlemen ; Rome, May 4, 173?, 
" It is with great pleasure that I lav hold of 
this occasion, which now offers^ jto shew my 
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•hall fte as much at liberty, after we have passed 
it, as we are before, to choose that method of 
proceeding, which shall be thought most proper, 
when we are sufficiently prepared for a final de- 
cision. 

What has4>een said, concerning the differ- 
ence betwixt Impeachments and Bilis of At- 
tainder, is foreign to our present point, and 
might have been spared in an audience, where 
that argument hath been so fully and frequently 
discussed,, at the end of almost every adminis- 
tration. 

We all know, that Impeachments are the 
ancient parliamentary method of bringing pub- 
lic criminals to public justice, and it is the 
method we ought to pursue on common and 
Ordinary occasions. Not but that it is liable to 
many difficulties, to the tediousuess and per- 
plexity of forms, to the caprice of the House of 
Lords, by which means justice hath ;ery often 
been delayed, and sometimes entirely defeated. 

We all know too, that Bills of Attainder are 
the utmost stretch, and the terrible part of par- 
liamentary power, which ought never to be 
exerted; but in the most heinous and most flag- 
rant instances. I have always considered them 
'as such : my aversion is sufficiently known by 
my constant opposition to theta; and I envy 
no man the glory of having carried Bills of 
Pains and Penalties through this House, by be- 
ing prosecutor, judge, juryman, and even evi- 
dence in the same cause. 

But should it happen in our day, that an 
overgrown unwieldy minister of state should 
tumble from the height of his power, and fall 
under the censure of this House, for protecting 
fraud, and patronizing corruption : a minister, 
Sir, who may have made such Bills as are now 
dreaded, the instruments of his personal ven- 
geance, and the support of his cruel adminis- 
tration • perhaps the voice of an injured and 
Oppressed nation, crying aloud for justice, and* 
demanding speedy and exemplary punishment, 
may then prevail over gentlemen's natural in- 
clinations, and force them to comply with what 
they would otherwise decline and disapprove; 
nor could the criminal himself,' with any ap- 
pearance of modesty, or colour of reason, com- 

Flain ; for ' lex talionis' would at least be 
argumentum ad hominem/ and the world 
would universally allow, that it would be a 
righteous judgment, for ' necis artifices arte pe- 
/ *' rire sua/ But we shall have a better oppor- 
tunity of explaining ourselves, and delivering 
Our sentiments at large, if the case which I 
here only suppose, should ever come actually 
before us, and undergo a parliamentary exa- 
mination. 

I should apologise for this digression, had not 
the course or the debate led me into it, and 
made it necessary to say something on these 
heads : but I shall conclude with returning to 
tee question, and humbly offering my opinion, 
that we ought to assure the proprietors we will 
assist them in a future session,, though we can- 
not in this, to repair the excessive losses they 
Have sustained bj the frauds and iniquities of 



esteem and mv affection for the 



nation, 
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by contributing to the advantage of many 
private persons in that kingdom, and conse- 
quently to the satisfaction of the parliament, 
and the nation itself. 

"As the frauds, that have been committed 
in the management of the Charitable Corpora* 
tion, have made a great noise every where, 
people here have been sensibly touched with the 
misfortunes these frauds have occasioned, and 
have felt the interest the nation had to redress 
them, which could not be effected, bat by 
seizing the person and the papers, the books* 
and the effects ff Mr. Thomson, which the 
parliament had not yet been able to compass. 

" To this end having received advice/ that 
the said Thomson might come to Rome under 
some borrowed name, the necessary measures 
were taken to put bun under an arrest upon 
his arrival there, which have been put in exe- 
cution : at the same time his papers, letters be 
has received from England since his departure 
from thence, copies of letters be has written to 
his confidents* and notes of bis most secret af- 
fairs have been seised : He himself is at present 
in the castle of St. Angefo, and has by this 
means been po* under a sort of necessity to 
discover the whole mystery. of this affair ; which 
he has amply done* by discovering net only the 
bookstand effects of the Corporation, but also 
his own. 

" This being done, I have been ordered to 
communicate this important discovery to whom 
and where it may be proper, for the good and 
advantage of the nation ; wherefore I dis- 
patched without delay a courier to one of my 
correspondents at Paris, with all the papers re- 
Itting to this affair, that he may find the means 
to have them put into your hands. 

" But asjequitv requires, that the proprietors 
of the Charitable Corporation, who will reap 
so great an advantage from this discovery, 
should yield to* certain conditions before the 
papers and writings be delivered to yon ; I have 
ordered my correspondent to insist on these 
ceoekioos being' previously agreed to, and in 
the mean time to look on these papers, as a 
sample deposit in his hands not to be parted 
with till this be done ; and I doubt not, but 
this precaution, as well as the conditions, will 
appear just and reasonable to all those who 
are interested in this affair. 

"-Having thus discharged my commission, 
there remains nothingy bat to beg yon will 
he persuaded of my respect for the nation, and 
of the desire I shall always have to contribute 
to its advantage. I have the honour to be, ere. 

JOHN'AXOELO BSLfOM." 

Both Houses resolve, that Sig. BeMonVs Let- 
ter is,an insolent L%beL\ Then several other 
Jtpers being read, the Commons came to two 
notations, wkfa which the Lords concurred as 
follows : 

■t." Resolved nem. eon. bythe Lords spiritual 
**d temporal, and Commons in parliament as- 
sembled, that the paper dated at Rome, the 
*h<of May, ttd% N. S, signed John Aogdo 



BeMoniyisaa insolent and aodeoious-hbel, at* 
temptiogr by false and insidious inundations, 
to impose open the parliament aad British na- 
tion ; and by specious pretences, and profess 
sions of esteem, affection, and compassion, to 
amuse the unhappy sufferers of the Charitable 
Corporation, with vain and deceitful hopes of 
relief: That the said paper is, in itself absurd 
and contradictory, conceived, at the beginning, 
in terms and in the style of power and autho- 
rity, or as proceeding from some extraordinary 
interest and influence, but concluding in the 
person and character of a private banker of 
Kome; offering, upon certain conditions, on 
the behalf of John Thomson to deliver cer- 
tain books and papers of the said Thomson, 
the contents, value, and consequence whereof 
are unknown, without any offer to surrender 
the person of the said Thomson, although re- 
presented to have been arrested and detained 
in safe custody, from a sense of the frauds com- 
mitted by him, and a due regard to justice; 
the conditions, demanded and insisted upon 
by, and in behalf of, the said Thomson, ap- 
pearing at the same time to be loose, evasive, 
and uncertain, tending to procure advantages 
and indemnity to himself and his accomplices^ 
without any intention or prospect of benefit to 
the Corporation : And that this whole transact 
tion appears to be a scandalous artifice, caHctH 
lated purely to delude the unhappy, and to 
disguise and conceal the wicked practices of 
the professed enemies to his Majesty's person,' 
crown and dignity. 

2. " Resolved, That in abhorrence and detet* 
tation of this vile attempt, the said inmmout 
Libel be burnt by the hands of the cornmotf 
Hangman, before the Royal Exchange in Lon- 
don, upon Friday next, at one of the clock : 
and that the Sheriffs of London do then attend, 
and cause the same to be burnt there acornV 
ingly." 

The King's Speech at the Close of the Session.% 
June 1. The King came to the House of Peers, 
and gave the royal assent to the Bills relating 
to the earl of Derwentwater's estate, and to the, 
Charitable Corporation, as also to several other 
public and private Bills, after which his. Ma- 
jesty made the following Speech to both 
Houses: 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" You having now. dispatched all the public 
business, that it was practicable far you to go* 
through with at present, and the season of the? 
year being so far advanced, I believe it will not? 
be disagreeable to you, that I grvc yotr an op- 
portunity of retiring into the country, by putting' 
an end to this session of parliament 

" It is unnecessary for me to represent to/ 
you the happy state and situation of public af* 
fairs, both at home and abroad. You must eft* 
be sensible of what is universally seen and fetb' 
in the full enjoyment of a general peace. The- 
concurrence of the States General, in the later 
treaty of Vienna, has perfected thr establish^ 
meat of the public tranquillity, asfc* as human? 
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prudence can foresee or provide ; and a faithful 
observance and execution of the treaties and 
alliances, now subsisting among the several 
princes and powers of Europe, free from ground- 
less jealousies, and void of all ambitious views, 
will be ,the most effectual means to continue 
and preserve these blessings to .us. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" I return you my thanks for the provisions 
you have made for the defence and security of 
the kingdom, and for carrying on the service of 
the current year. It is a great satisfaction to 
roe to see vou have turned your thoughts to- 
wards raising the necessary supplies, by such 
methods, as may be the least burthensome to 
ray people : and as this cannot but be received 
in the country as a most grateful and accept- 
able service, I hope it will encourage you to 
pursue such measures for the future, as may on 
all occasions render the supplies, that shall be 
necessary, as equal and easy as is possible. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It being necessary for me to visit my 
German dominions this year, I have deter- 
mined to leave the Queen Regent here during 
sny absence; and I doubt not but it will be 
your endeavours to make the government as 
eas^ to her, as I am confident, it will be her 
care, by a just and prudent administration, to 
deserve your duty and regard. I recommend 
to you all in your several stations, to study and 
tonsult the preservation of the peace and quiet 
of the kingdom." 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty's 
command, prorogued the parliament to the 27th 
of July.* It was afterwards farther prorogued 
to the 16th of January 1733. 

* u The private domestic occurrences of this 
year are so uninteresting, that they are not 
worth mentioning ; but a ferment very dan- 
gerous to the minister was now working in the 
nation. The debates about the revival of the 
salt duty, and some surmises, that had taken 
rise from the complaints which the officers of 
the revenue in general made of the collection 
of the duties upon wine and tobacco, two 
capital branches of the revenue, impressed the 
public with a notion, that either a general ex- 
cise,' or an excise upon those two' articles, was 
intended by the minister. Both be and bis 
friends had been taxed in the house tmd else- 
where* with this intention, but they had rather 
evaded than denied the charge ; nay, some- 
« times A hey seemed to justify it. It is incredi- 
ble what a combustion this surmise raised in 
the nation, even before the minister had openly 
avowed his intention, which was, by the arts of 
bis enemies, rendered so unpopular, that he 
never had a fair, that is, an unprejudiced op- 
poftunitv, of explaining it. It falls within the 
province of history to put the reader in mind, 
that the first duties of excise in England, were 
imposed upon beer,, ale, cyder, perry, and other 
liquors, made at home, and set to sale, and 
they wera given to Charles the 2nd as an equi- 
valefft for feit giving up the Court of Wards, 

9 
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The King's Speech on Opening the Session.} 
January 16, 1733. The King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
bis Majesty opened the session with the fbl* 
lowing Speech : 

u My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It is a great satisfaction to me, that the 
present situation of Affairs, both at home aRd 
abroad, makes it unnecessary for me to lay be- 
fore you any other reason lor my calling you 
together at this time; but the ordinary dis- 
patch of the public business, and that £ may 
have an opportunity of receiving your advice 
upon such affairs as may occur to you, *and 
shall require the care and consideration of 
parliament. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" I will order the proper officers to lay bo- 
fore yon the Estimates for the service of the 
current year ; and I make no doubt but that 
you will, with the same cheerfulness as4 have 
at ways' eiperieoced in you, effectually raise 
such supplies as<you shall judge necessary for 
the honour, safety, and defence of the kingdom ; 
and I cannot but recommend it to you* asm 
consideration worthy the Commons of Oreat 
Britain, that in, all your deliberations, as watt 
upon raising the annual supplies, as the dittribu* 
tion of the public revenues, you pursue such 
measures as will roost conduce to the present 
and future ease of those you represent. 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, > > 

"You must be sensible, that it is very de- 
sirable to give all possible dispatch to the pub- 
lic business, and that nothing can give more 
weight and credit to all your resolutions, than 
to avoid unreasonable heats and ammWitiea, 
and not to suffer yourselves to be diverted, by 
any specious pretences, from stedfaatly porta* 
ing the true interest of your country : Let that 

the Purveyances, and other Rights of the Crown 
which rendered it too powerful for the liberty 
qf the subject, and had long been eye* sores to 
the parliament and people of England. At 
the crown had always before absolutely rejected 
all proposals of a commutation of this kind, 
and as the king could have no other security 
for the performance of the bargain, but the 
faith and honour of parliament, the latter, 
from time to time, piqued itself upon making 
the laws for collecting the excise so severe, that 
in many respects, they seemed to encroach 
upon private property and personal liberty. 
They, who had been punished by them, thought 
themselves injured, and their numbers Were so 
great, as to render the clamour against theth 
almost universal. 
"Such were the ^poMtto'n* ofthejrobfieidtji 
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be your first and principal care; and tbe peo- 
ple will be sensible of the benefts they shall 
receive from your wisdom and resolution in 
prefering their ease and the public good to ail 
other considerations." 

The Lords' Address of Thanks.'] The King 
' being withdrawn, the marquis of Lothian moved 
an Address of Thanks, and being seconded by 
lord Lovelace, the same was unanimously agreed 
to as follows: 

" Most Gracious Sovereign, 

** We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, do in all humility re- 
. turn the Thanks of this House for your Ma- 
jesty's most gracious Speech from tbe throne. 

" It is owing to the happy success of your 
Majesty's counsels and negotiations, that your 
Majesty now assembles your parliament for 
no other reasons, but the ordinary dispatch of 
public business ; and your Majesty being gra- 
ciously pleased to express such a great satisfac- 
tion in giving us an opportunity of humbly of- 
fering our advice to the throne upon such affairs, 
as shall require the care and consideration of 
parliament, we think it incumbent on us, in 
return, to consider that part of our duty to be 
the highest honour and privilege of this House, 
which, as we have always enjoyed, so we beg 
leave to assure your Majesty, we will never 
abuse. 

" We wilhuse our utmost endeavours to pro- 
ceed in such manner in the speedy execution 
of the great trust reposed in us, that the people 
may be fully sensible, that no unreasonable 
beats or animosities shall delay or interrupt our 
deliberations, and that the true interest of our 
country the present and future ease of our fel- 
low-subjects, and the public good of Great Bri- 
tain, shall outweigh all other considerations, 
though covered by any specious pretences what- 
soever. Upon these foundations, we may be 
confident that our resolution will be agreeable 
to your Majesty, by being beneficial to the 
whole nation." 

King's Answer.'] This Address was next 
day presented to the King, who returned the 
following Answer : 

" My Lords, 
" I thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
dress. .As the ease of my people and the pub- 
lic good have always been my chief care and 
concern, tbe seal that you shew for the pro- 
moting of them cannot but be very acceptable 
to me." 

Debate in the Commons on the Address.] 
The Commons being returned to their House, 
Mr. Speaker reported his Majesty's Speech to 
both Houses, and the same being read, 

Mr. Henry Bromley, knight of the shire for 

regard to Excises in general, when the Bri- 
tish parliament met on the 16th of January, 
17SS." Tiadal. 
Vol. Vnt 



Cambridge, stood up and took notice, That tha 
the present profound tranquillity was entirely 
owing to his Majesty's great wisdom and con- 
duct, by which he had surmounted all those 
difficulties, which were thrown in his way by 
the enemies of the nation, and had thereby at 
last established our affairs both at home and 
abroad upon a most firm, and he hoped, a last- 
ing. basis: That we owed a great many ao- 
knowfedgements of thanks to his Majesty, for 
his prudent and careful management of our af- 
fairs both at home and abroad, and therefora 
he would beg leave to move, that an humble 
Address be presented to his Majesty, to re- 
turn tbe Thanks of the House for his most 
gracious Speech from the throne ; to express 
the satisfaction of the House at the present 
situation of affairs both at home and abroad ; 
and to assure his Majesty, that the House 
would, with all possible duty to >his Majesty, 
and just regard and concern for those they 
represented, cheerfully and effectually raise 
such supplies as should be necessary for the 
honour, safety, and defence of his Majesty 
and his kingdoms ; and that, in all their 'deli- 
berations upon raising the annual supplies, and 
distribution of the public revenues, they woold 
pursue such measures as would most conduce 
to the present and future ease of their fellow - 
subjects ; and that, in order to give the neces- 
sary dispatch to the public business, and that 
their proceedings might carry with them that 
weight and credit in the nation, which ought 
always to attend the resolutions of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, they would endea- 
vour to avoid all unreasonable heats and ani- 
mosities, and not suffer themselves to be divert- 
ed by any specious pretences whatsoever, from 
stedfastly pursuing the true interest of their 
country, which should upon all occasions be 
their first and principal care. 

This motion was seconded by 

Mr. Knight, member for Sudbury, who like- 
wise spoke in praise of his Majesty's conduct, 
and added, That he hoped the House would be 
unanimous in agreeing to the Address of 
Thanks, moved for by the honourable member 
who had spoke before him. Hereupon 

Sir John Barnard, member for London, rose 
up and moved for an Amendment to the said 
motion as follows: - 
Mr. Speaker, 

I shall always be ready to make all proper 
acknowledgments of Thanks to his Majesty ; 
but there are some words in the motion made 
by the honourable gentleman who spoke first, 
which I cannot but take notice of. I do- not 
really know what the honourable gentleman 
means by saying, ' We will endeavour to avoid 
' all unreasonable heats and animosities, and 
' not suffer ourselves to be diverted by any 
' specious pretences whatsoever.' I hope there 
never were, nor never will be any unreasonable 
heats or animosities in this House, nor any spe- 
cious pretences made use of. by any gentleman 
who has the honour to be a member thereof; 
at least, I hope, that if any man shall ever be 
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vain enough to endeavour to impose upon thjs 
Bouse, by making use of specious pretences for 
concealing; designs which he dare not openly 
avow, that there will always be in this 
House men of understanding and integrity suf- 
ficient to expose any such attempt, and to 'ren- 
der it vain and ridiculous. But if any gentle- 
man of the House happens not to like what is 
said, or what is moved for by another, cannot 
iie oppose it, and give his reasons for so doing, 
without being guilty of any unreasonable heat 
or animosity, or of making use of specious pre- 
tences ? I must say, Sir, that the desiring such 
words to he put iuto our Address of Thanks to 
his Majesty, to me looks as if the gentleman 
was conscious that there is something to oe 
Brought before us^ in this session of payment, 
which he foresees will meet with a warm oppo- 
sition ; and, I hope, if any thing of an extra- 
ordinary nature is to be brought heibre us, no 
entleman will be precluded by these words, or 
►v any words that can be put into our Address, 
from giving his sentiments freely typon any 
question that may occur. If any th,in£ should 
happen to be proposed in this House, which 
evidently appears to be inconsistent with the 
liberties or the trade of this nation, I (pope the 
indignation of every man that thinks so, will 
rise against such a proposition, and that; he will 
oppose it with that honest warmth, as becomes 
every roan who has the happiness of bis country 
really at heart ; Such a warmth is no unrea- 
sonable heat ; it does not proceed from ani- 
mosity, but from that honest zeal, which every 
man m this House ought to have for the con- 
stitution of his country, and fdr the liberties and 
roperties of the people he represents. — But 
lefpre I say any thing more upon this subject, 
I must take notice of a preceding part o f the 
inotiop made by the honourable gentleman : 
He proposes for us to say, * That we will raise 

* the supplies in such manner as will most con- 
' duce to the present and future ease of the 

* subject. 9 Now, there seems to be a great 
jealousy without doors, as if something were 
intended to be dope in this session of parlia- 
ment, that may be destructive to our liberties, 
and detrimental to our trade : From whence 
this jealousy hath arisen, I do not know ; but it 
is certain that there is such a jealousy among 
all sorts of people, and in all corners of the na- 
tion ; and therefore we ought to take the first 
opportunity to quiet the minds of the people, 
and to assure them that they may depend upon 
the honour and integrity of the members of this 
House ; and that we never will consent to any 

' thing that may have the least appearance of be- 
ing destructive to their liberties, or detrimental 
to their 'trade ; for which reason I must move for 
an Amendment, and that these words, *' And 
such as shall be consistent with the trade, in- 
terest, and liberty of the nation," may he added 
to what the honourable gentleman has already 
proposed. 

Sir John Barnard was backed by 
Mr. Sandys, member for Worcester, who de- 
qlaredj That he taw no manner of occasion for 



inserting, « That the* should endeavour to avoid 
4 all unreasonable ueajs and aaimoefcies, jier 
f suffer themselves to be diverted by any spe- 
' cioug preteuces for that it was never to |}£ 
presumed Kith regard to the House of jConfunftps 
that they should fall into any unreasonable 
heats and animosities, or suffer themselves to 
be diverted by specious pretences from si^- 
fastly pursuing the true interest of their counter; 
that such a reflection was derogatory to &e 
honour of the House in' general, anp of that 
House in particular, who deserved it, in his 
opinion, as little as any House ever did ; nav, it 
was somewhat strange that this House, a/ter 
having sat so quietly lor so many sessions, ar^d 
granted so many considerabe supplies, should 
at length so officiously be put in miad of their 
duty, and desired to avoid unreasonable beats 
and animosities ; and as for the other part of 
the motion, taken notice of by sir John Bfir- 
nard, it was his opinion the amendment pro- 
posed was not only very proper, but also be- 
came absolutely necessary at that juncture. 
Then, 

Mr. Sbippen moved Dor a larthe* Am#*£- 
ment as follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
I have always been against long addresses 0. 
am ready enough to agree to an address of? 
thanks to his Majesty for his most gracious 
speech from the throne ; but such address ought 
to be in the most concise terms, and the moat 
general words : this was the ancient usage ot 
parliament, and I find but few of our old cqsr 
toms that are altered for the better : however 
if we must go on with the custom of making 
long-winded addresses, I think we ought to 
take some notice of the spirit that is at present 
among the people. It is very certain, that tberp 
are great fears, jealousies, and suspicions with- 
out doors, that something is to be attempted in 
this session of parliament, which is generallr 
thought to be destructive to the liberties and 
to the trade of this nation. There is at present 
a most remarkable and general spirit aaioag 
the people, for protecting and defending their 
liberties and their trade, in opposition to those 
attempts which they expect are to be maoje, 
against both : from all quarters we hear, of 
meetings and resolutions for that purpose; and 
this spirit is so general, that it cannot as- 
cribed to any one set of men : they cannot ha. 
branded with the name of Jacobites or pfRepub? 
licans, nor can it be said that this opposition 
is made only by Jacobites and Republicans £ 
no, the whole people of England seem to bs 
united in this spint of jealousy and opposition. 
Whether there beany reason or ground for ex- 
erting such a spirit at present, I do not know; 
but I am sure it ought not to be entirely neg- 
lected. It is well known that I am no friend 
to popular remonstrances ; a man that is a far 
vourer of monarchy cannot well approve of 
such measures ; but -such remonstrances are 
not to be contemned : a thorough contempt o/ 
them may produce the most terrible effect » 
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flddttdnftiuT/i mbsWertairt maxim, that 
t!!* p^o^te neve* Would to generally complain, 
tfriless they found tfiemselves tome way hurt ; 
t&d theft they have a right to complain, and it 
if bin* duty to feke notice of their complaints ; 
fcut at fhtfsame time we ought to have a regard 
to the 1 honour and dignity of parliament ; for 
Which reason t shall beg ltfrfve to add to the 
sfttafdme'rit proposed, and mdvd that these 
"Words, * Anrftoch" as" shall be consistent with 
ttie holrtrtif amd justice of Parliament," may be 
atftfetf' tb what has b*en before proposed/, 

THfradbltidrt of these Words being approved 
of by sir Jonn Barnard' and Mr. Sandys, 

> Sir Robert Walpole stood up next, tfnd-spoke 
et-followe 1 

TStt. Speaker, 

I now rise up, Sir, to do Whkt is' not usual 
fbf rtie ro do ; it is to second a motion* rafcde 
%rny Worthy friend* Who spoke last. I' was 
ratty* of opinion, that his Majesty's* speech was 
id such terms, that no exception could have been 
taken to any one word of it; and the motion for 
an address Of thanks was so short and so agree- 
able to his Majesty^ speech, that I could not 
imagine an j such objection could have been 
made, as has been made' to, some of the words 
thereof. His Majesty in his speech recommends 
the avoiding of unreasonable heats and animo- 
sities, and in answer to that part of his Majes- 
ty^ speech, the honourable gentleman, who 
Moved for the address, proposed that we should 
say v that we would avoid all unreasonable-beats 
and animosities : In my opinion, there cannot 
be a more proper return to that part of the 
speech : and as his Majesty only desires that 
we woole* avoid all unreasonable heats and ani- 
mosities, he surely did not thereby intend to 
preclude any man from offering bis sentiments 
treety on whatever may be proposed. If any 
ttfmg be proposed that is inconsistent with the 
puHlic good, no opposition thereto can be called 1 
aV unreasonable neat or animosity; nor is 
sfach an Opposition any way comprehended iti 
die words made use of by his Majesty, in his' 
nibst gracious speech from the throne. 

As for the Amendment proposed in the 
other part of the motion, it really seems to me 
to be liable to the same objection, that has 
be^n made to the words I have just now taken 
ndtice of. It is not to be presumed that we 
will do any thing that is inconsistent with the 
hbftour and justice of parliament, if any such 
thing should be proposed, it would, without 
doubt; be rejected with scorn. And as for the 
trade of the nation, I do not know what the" 
gentlemen mean thereby ; but as to what I 
ntCan by the trade of the nation', and in so far 
ai l understand it, I hope nothing will ever be 
bVftugbt into this House that is or can he detri- 
mental thereto ; if there should, it would most 
Certainly be rejected.' I am sure, Sir, that I 
know of no such design, I know of nothing that 
ij'tp be brought in, that cart any way injure 
the trade of the nation ; but if any thing can be' 
prd^secTforth'elmprove'uleat tufereof, I shall' 



lilt* 

very readily agree to iL and so, I hope, will 
every gentleman in this House. 

I agree with the honourable gentleman who 
spoke last, that the complaints of the people 
are not to be neglected, when they are sincere 
and true ; I hope they Will always be regarded 
by every gentleman in this House,: if the peo- 
ple are hampered in tbcfr trade, or in any other 
wa» hnrt> they must feel it, and they wit! 
feel it before tbey begin to complain : hi 
such case it is the duty of this House, not 
only to hear their complaints, but to find 
out a remedy, if possible : but the people 
iriay be taught to complain, they may be 
made' to feel imaginary ills, and by such prac- 
tices they are often induced to make complaints 
before they feel any uneasiness. However, let 
the people's complaints be real or imaginary, 
let them be well or ill founded, it does not sig- 
nify to the present' question : if the; gentlemen 
think it necessary to adcl the wprds they have 
proposed, the adding or not adding of them is 
to me a matter' of absolute indifference, they 
may* do whatever they think proper. 

tth VtdltW ^turner tiereupou replied, That* 
be did not know whether or .no the people 
might^ be taught to complain when they felt no 
hurt; but was well assured, that if by aiyr* 
means' they were' taught not' to complain, they 
would at last come to feel the hurt severely, 
when" perhaps their complaints would avail uo- 
thin^, but rather expose them to the' contempt 
of thosfe who had done them the greatest inju- 
ries: * , 

Sir John Barnard stood up again; and sp^ke* 
as follows : 

» 

Mr. Speaker, 
, If the honourable gentleman on the floor, 
(sir Robert Walpole) thinks that our trade can* 
not be hurt by what the people" seem to be* 
afraid of, I am sure he must think' that he on- 
derstands trade better than all the traders in 
England; and if that is his notion, I do not 
really understand what trade lie means, hot he 
must mean, by the trade- of the nation, some- 
thing different from what is thereby meant by 
all those that are concerned therein. I thought 
I had given a snfficient reason for adding the 
words I proposed ; but since it has been insi- 
nuated, that they are liable to the same objec- 
tion as the words first taken notice of by me, T 
must explain myself a little farther. It is cer- 
tainly to be presumed, that this House wilt 
never agree to any thing that is destructive to 
the liberties, or detrimental to the trade 0/ the/ 
nation: I am sure, if ever we do, we shall do 
what is inconsistent with the honour and justice 
of parliament. This is certainly not to be pre- 
sumed! yet we find there is a' spirit of jealousy 
gone forth; there are very general apprehen- 
sions that some such thing is intended ; and 
for this reason, 1 moved lor the amendment ; 
but there are no jealousies, no fears of our fall- 
ing imp unreasonable heats and animosities; 
Jiiat Majesty j I'hopeJ never* had any such jea- " 
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parliament open to as some new scene of vtU 
lainjr and rog6ery ? These calamities are al- 
most universal, they do not fall upon single per- , 
sons, or upon a few, bilt upon multitudes at a 
time ; and these, for what I know, may, be 
owing, in some measure, to some of (hose per- 
sons who have in their hands the management 
of public affairs : It may be owing to their neg- 
lect that rogues are thus enabled to dress up 
and manage such -public scenes of knavery. 
While such fraudulent practices are suffered, 
and our trade thereby so much injured, cjfa we 
approach the throne, and say in such a solemn 
manner,' that we are satisfied with the situation t 
of our affairs at home ? For my part, I am no 
way satisfied with jhe present situation of our 
affairs either abroad or at home, and therefore 
I must move that these words should be left 
out, or some way altered. Upon this 

Mr. Speaker stood up, and told sir Thomas 
Aston, That by the orders of the. House, arid, 
the constant forms of their proceedings, the 
making of an Amendment to any part of a mo- 
tion, was an approbation of every preceding 
part of that motion ; and as that part of the 
motion, which he proposed to amend, preceded 
that which the House had agreed to amend, 
therefore they could not now receive bis mo- 
tion. 



lousy, and I am sure the body of the people ' 
apprehend no such misfortune; and therefore 
there is no reason for having any such word&.in 
our Address. 

The question was then put, and the Amend- 
ment proposed was agreed to without any di- 
vision. Then 

Sir Thomas Aston, member for Liverpool, 
stood up, and made a farther objection to Mr. 
Bromley's motion as follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 

I cannot in any Address, to be presented to 
his Majesty, approve of saying what I do not 
believe to be true. It is proposed, that we 
should congratulate his Majesty upou the situ- 
ation of our affairs both abroad and at home. 
This I cannot by any means agree to, because 
1 do not really think that our affairs are in the 
best situation either abroad or at home. Are 
not our neighbours the French still going on in 
fortifying and restoring the harbour of Dun- 
kirk, under our very nose, and contrary.to the 
faith of the most solemn treaties ? We cannot 
, now say that the French are our good allies ; 
and by their behaviour in this particular, we 
may see that we cannot much depend upon the 
faith of any of the treaties now subsisting be- 
tween us and them : even this very affair we 
may, perhaps, in a little time hear made use of, 
as an argument for our keeping up a numerous 
standing army in time of peace ; and can we 
express a satisfaction at the present situation 
of our affairs, as long as there is any argument 
left for keepiug up a numerous standing army 
in time of peace, which has always been thought 
sq inconsistent with the constitution and*liber- 
ties of our country ? 

Have our merchants as yet met with any re- 
dress for those depredations committed upon 
them by the Spaniards ? Is not that affair still 
delayed and put off, notwithstanding the most 
explicit engagements entered into by the fa- 
mous treaty of Seville? That treaty which we 
have heard so much applauded, and by which 
we entered into engagements of the greatest 
consequence ; on our part it baa been most 
punctually performed, and yet our plundered 
countrymen, our merchants, are still waiting 
for rhat reparation, which in justice is due to 
them, which by the most solemn engagements 
has been stipulated for them, and which was, I 
may say, the only stipulation in our favour 
contained in that treaty. Shall we then say, 
that we are satisfied with the present situation 
of our affairs, while the cries and complaints of 
our injured and unredressed countrymen are 
daily meeting us in every corner of the streets ? 

, Again, as to our home affairs, is not our trade 
daily decaying? even our staple manufacture is 
almost quite undone. There is scarcely any 
sort of trade in a thriving condition, but that in 
Change Alley ; and there, Sir, there are such 
abominable fraud;-, and such wicked imposi- 
tions daily practised, that many honest well- 
meaning men have thereby been totally ruined 
and undone. Does not almost every session of 
1 



This last motion was therefore dropped. 
Then the question was put upon the motion 
made by Mr. Bromley, as amended by sir John 
Barnard and Mr. Shippen, which was carried 
without any division ; and an Address w«8 
drawn up aud approved of by the House. 

The Commons' Address of Thanks*] Jan. 18. 
The same was presented to his Majesty as fol- 
lows : 

" Most gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to re- 
turn your Majesty our most sincere and hearty 
thanks, for your most gracious Speech from the 
Throne. 7 

" The situation of affairs, both at home and 
abroad, gives your faithful Commons the highest 
satisfaction, and fills their hearts with the deep- 
est sense of gratitude to your Majesty, being 
fully sensible, that the present happiness we 
xgnjoy is the entire effect of your Majesty's wis- 
dom and resolution. 

" Such Supplies, as- shall be necessary for 
the honour, safety and defence of your Ma- 
jesty and your, kingdoms, shall cheerfully and 
effectually be raised by your faithful Commons, 
with all possible duty to your Majesty, and a 
just regard and concern for those we represent. 

" We also beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that in all our deliberations, as well in raising 
the supplies, as in the distribution of the public 
revenues, we will pursue such measures, as will 
ny>st conduce to the present and future ease of 
our fellow subjects, and such as, agreeably to 
your Majesty's known goodness and gracious. in- 
tentions towards your people, and the constant 
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endeavours of your faithful Commons, shall be 
consistent with the honour and justice of par- 
liament, and with the trade, interest, and liber- 
ty of the nation. y 

" That our proceedings may carry with tbem 
the weight and credit, which always ought to 
attend the resolutions of the Commons of Great 
Britain ; and that the necessary dispatch may 
be gi?en to the public business, we wiir use our 
utmost endeavours to avoid all unreasonable 
heats and animosities, and not suffer ourselves 
to be diverted, by any specious pretences what- 
soever, from sled fast ly pursuing the true inte- 
rest of our country, which, in pursuance of 
your Majesty's most gracious recommendation, 
from your, great example, and our own -indis- 
pensable duty, shall upon all occasions be our 
first and principal care." 

The King's Answer.'] To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 
" Gentlemen ; 

" I return you my thanks for these dutiful 
assurances of your zeal and affection for roe ; 
and I make no doubt but that your resolutions 
to pursue such measures, as will most conduce 
to the ease and true interest of all my subjects, 
will as effectually recommend you to the good 
opinion and esteem of my people, as they are 
acceptable to me," 

Petition from the Proprietors qf the Charita- 
ble Corporation."] Jan. 31. The Commons 
balloted for a Committee of twenty one mem- 
bers, to consider of a Petition from the Pro- 
prietors of the Charitable Corruption, setting 
forth, " That by the unparalleled neglect of all 
the notorious Frauds and Embezzlements of 
some of the persons entrusted with the care and 
management of their affairs, the Petitioners 
having been defrauded of their whole Capital, 
whereby many of them were reduced to the 
greatest distress, did, upon their application for 
relief, obtain three several acts the last session 
pf parliament ; that by the favour and inter- 
position of his Majesty, several material Books 
and Papers have been since recovered, which 
give further light into those frauds and abuses ; 
and that through the length and intricacy of 
the inquiry, there was not time in the last ses- 
sion for any farther proceeding for their relief: 
and therefore praying the House to take their 
unhappy case into farther consideration, aruj 
to grant such relief to the petitioners as to the 
House shall seem meet."* 

Debate on Mr. Sandys'* Motion Jor bringing 
ftp tne same Pension- Bill, which was passed last 
Session by the Commons, and rejected by the 
Lords.] This day, the House having no im- 
mediate business before them, 



* " This petition met with a most cordial re- 
ception in the House, and nothing can be a 
more striking proof, how little the ministry in- 
terfered in affairs of material justice, than the 
listof the names of toe gentlemen upon whom 
this ballot fell. They were, Mr. Palmer, Mr. 
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Mr. Sandys stood up and spoke as follows : 
Mr. Speaker ; • 

As the House seems at present to be at 
leisure, I shall take the opportunity to put them s 
in mind of a Bill, that for two or three sessions 
successively has passed in this House, without 
any opposition whatever, and has been as often 
thrown out in the other. What their reason* 
were in the other House for so often throwing 
out-such a Bill, I shtsil not take upon me so 
much as to guess at ; but I think it never met 
with any real opposition in this House : There 
were indeed'some gentlemen,, who testified a 
sort of a dislike to the Bill, but I thfnk they 
never carried it so far as to form any a/gumetft 
against it, or to bring the affair to a debate. It 
has been often remarked, (hat there never was,' 
as yet, any thing brought into either House of 
Parliament, that was really in itself useful and/ 
necessary for the public welfare, but what, by a 
proper perseverance, was tit last carried through 
and passed into a law. Even a good thing may, 
for a considerable time, by many be mistaken; 
from private passions and prejudices, for want 
of being rightly understood, it may for some 
time meet with opposition, bat truth and reason 
will always at last prevail ; and when we are 
fully convinced of the goodness and usefulness 
of what is offered, it has always hitherto been 
found, that a sense of our duty has in both 
Houses of Parliament got the better of all other 
passions, which some men might privately har- 
bour in their breasts. This, Sir, encourages me 
to persevere in what I have so often bad the ho- 
nour to offer to this House, and to renew it 
again this session, notwithstanding its bad fate 
in former sessions of parliament. I am tho- 
roughly convinced, that what I have to offer, is 
not only a good thing, but absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of our constitution ; and 
therefore 1 hope it will, by its own weight, at 
last force its way through the opposition it has 
hitherto met with. 

I believe, Sir, every gentleman in the House, 
by this time, supposes that I mean the Bill, 
< For making more effectual the laws iiribeing, 
' for disabling persons from being chosen mtm- 

* bers of, or sitting or voting in this House, who 
' have any Pension during pleasure, or for any 

* number of years, or any office held in trust 
' for them/ This is the Bill I propose to have 
renewed; and as this House has been fully ap- 
prized of the contents of the Bill, designed in 
former sessions, for these good and salutary 
purposes, I have prepared a Bill which I have 
here ready to offer to the House, and which 4s 
the very same, word for word, with that which 
in the very last session of parliament had , the 
approbation of this House; I therefore think it , 



Perry, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Harley, Mr. Pluraer, 
Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wyun, sirThdmas Saunderson, 
sir John Rushout, lord Morpeth, sir John Bar- 
nard, lord 'Limerick, Mr. Digby-, Mr. Brainstem, 
Mr. Wyndham, sir Thomas Robinson, Mr, 
Danvers, Mr. Henry Bromley, Mr. Cambell, 
Mr. Conduit, Mr. Wionington." Tindal. 
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quite unnecessary to move the House for leave 
to bring in such a Bill ; bat my motion shall be 
for leave to Ming up the Bill which I have aaw 
in iuy hand. 

Mr. PFw*»i»gfo». observed, That the con- 
stant practice of the House, for an hundred 
years past, has been to move for a Bill to be 
brought in, and not for leave to bring it up to 
the bar ; That should tfajs laudable method be 
broke into, and the ancient custom revived for 
each member to present what he* pleased* tfcey 
might be surprized into things very invproper 
and inconsistent with the digrrty of the House: 
That therefore, though he had nothing to- say 
against the BiU,it was Ins opinion the bonoura* 
bje gentleman's motion; ought not to be com- 
plied with : Then to wave, the qnestiooy he 
called for the order of the day. Upon- this 

Sir Edward Stanley, knight of the shire for 
Lancashire* spoke for the motion, and' declared* 
That he saw nothing ia it irregular ; for that 
leave to bring in a* Bill; er leave to bring' up a 
Bill,, was io effect the same lea*e ; non could he 
conceive wherein lay the mighty difference. 

Sir William Yonge spoke as follows : 

Mi>. Speaker,. 
X do not at all wonder to see the gentleman, 
who made the first motion, persevere in the 
same thing; but I must confess I am a little 
surprized to see several' state-topics every year 
renewed and insisted on by some gentlemen in 
tbist House, notwithstanding, their having seen 
these topics so> often disapproved of by*a majo* 
rityof the House. A% to these, I ammeally quite 
tired with hearing the same arguments repeat- 
ed over and over again every session of parlia* 
ment : The hbn. gentleman should not have 
said,, that the Bill he mentioned had always: 
passed, even in this House, without opposition; 
there were generally some gentlemen appeared 
against it, and even testified their dislike to it* 
But let the Bill be what it will, let it be a good 
tbingt or let it be a. bad things the manner in 
which the gentleman desires* to- have* it intro- 
duced is very extraordinary. It is indeed a 
privilege of the members of the other House, 
that any lord may offer a Petition or a Bill to 
the House without asking leave of - the Hoase ; 
bat this privilege the members of this House 
have, for the sake of decency and order, given 
up long ago; and I can see no maaoer of rea~ 
son for our re-assuming it, or for our beginning' 
now to extend our privileges beyond what; they 
have been for so many years past. As tothe 
bringing of Bills into this House, it is well 
known, that the usual motion on such occasions 
isnfor leave to bring in such a Bill as is pro-* 
posed ; but this is a new sort of motion; it is* 
amotion for leave to bring up such a Biil, which 
, is a very extraordinary motion, and such as I 
am sure there is, in the present case, no man- 
ner of occasion for, and therefore I reaMy*t hi* k 
the motion ought to be rejected; it ought' to 
have a negative put upon it ; but since the 
worthy gentleman near me (Mr. Winningtoa) * 
has waved i that porat$ aad has mewKbrtbe' 



order o* the day, Isbwft a»# owty stfebttl b% 

motionv 

Mr. Wake* Plump stood! up next, «fMf 
took notice of what sir William Yoiige had" 
urged touching the same s^gfBUsenttf being re- 
peated every seesion of parliament* though^ tfct* 
majority had often/ determined* agttkfttf th&h* 
and added, That whatever that? geattotta*» 
might fthaftb in that i»tswect> ft was>his opinio!*' 
the majority could not alter tile 1 nature of rigfr* 
and wrong; and fee his part, let the majority 
dectrmme a* often* act they would,, yet fte*h<rtfl# 
always* be* read v to- offer those avgottfentS, wfctell* 
he took to be good ones, agamstf such as He" 
though* were not so : As< for the gentleman's* 
being afraid' lest; the members' of tbls Hotfse? 
should re-aseuoie any anciene privilege, ore** 
tend those they at present enjoy,' he ss*w ife* 
reason for his being so cautious in that re- 
spect, since what was proposed Was in effect* 
no re-assumption of any old privilege, nor ex- 
tension of any privilege they enjoyed,, it was at 
most neglecting only a piece of form upon an- 
extraordinary occasion, when there appeared- 
no manner of use in observing it. 
t Sir Witliam Wyndham spoke as follows :• 
Sir,. 

lam surprized to hear any gentleman in thisv 
House find fault with gentlemen insisting upon 
their opinions, notwithstanding their having 
been disapproved of by a majority in former 
sessions of parliament. I do not think that the? 
majority's being of a, contrary opinion, can' ever* 
be made use* of as an argument for convincing^ 
men that they are in the wrong .: The minority,, 
notwithstanding, their being out-voted, may- 
still have as good an opinion of theuv. 
opinions, as the majority have of theirs.- 
It has often happened, that what has been 
disapproved of by tlie tnajprity in one ses- 
sion of parliament has been approved of by, a 
majority in some future, perhaps in the verj. 
next session of parliament ; and even as to the. 
Bill now in hand, it has been two or three- 
times approved of by the majority of thisHouse^ 
and as often rejected or disapproved by the 
majority of the other House; what their rea* 
sons were I do not know* but Lam of opinion,, 
that the same reasons against the Bill were not* 
offered to the members of this House, that, 
were offered to the members of the other ; for s 
if they had, it. would probably have been disap- 
proved of, and rejected by the majority even * 
of this House. From hence it appears, that* 
the majorities being of any one opinion, is no 
infalbbie sign* of that opioion's tterng right. 
This, Sw< I thteusrtt mvself obliged 5 tc> take-no^ " 
tice of; ttostihbse gentlemen, whb happen to* Ve* 
generally, of' the^saroe opinion 1 whh the*majo»' v . 
rity, may not from thence concl ode* that thejr^ 
are certainly right. As to the matt ernovr irf 
disputey l reatty' think it is of 'no moment : 
whether the gentleman shatt' have leave tor 
bring* up the* Bill j ofrto rirrngSri k Brtf,% to noe** 
a matter of so rawrr indifference; that* I cannot ' 
tmd f out 'a reason* why tlie>genfArrfanVw»irtoit * 
sboaldifcavt been opfesed^foV to order fcfett* 7 



Digitized by Google 



Ifflll 



PAML. HISTORY. « <hn«aE de Jfeu&m Biff. 



tleoian to prepare a BUI, after he has told us 
that he has prepared one, and that it is the 
very same with what the majority of this House 
has in former sessions approved of, really seems 
to me to be a little incongruous: I can find out 
no reason for gentlemen's insisting upon this 
piece of incongruity, unless it be that they have 
a dislike to the Bill itself. We certainly ought 
in general to observe the usual method of pro- 
ceedings; but surely, we ought not to observe 
any customary method, when the observing it 
appears to be in itself absurd. 

Sir John Ruahout declared, That he saw no- 
thing in the motion either new or unprece- 
dented : That he remembered there was a Bill 
presented in the House of late years, in the 
same or rather in a more extraordinary man- 
ner, and this was the last Suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act in tl.e late reign; when 
the gentleman who brought in that Bill, sitting 
close at the bar of the House, rose up, and af- 
ter informing the House of the danger the 
crown and kingdom were in from the rebellious 
plots then carrying on, and the necessity of 
impowering his Majesty to secure all suspected 
persons, he told them he had prepared a Bill 
for that purpose, and therefore moved for leave 
to bring it up, which was immediately granted ; 
and the Bill, to the best of his memory, was 
read twice that day, and ordered to be com- 
mitted : That this was something more extra- 
ordinary than the motion before them, because 
the Bill then ordered to be brought up had 
never been before the House, and by conse- 
quence no member could be any way apprized 
of the contents thereof; whereas the Bill in 
question had been before the House, and fre- 
quently had their approbation: That as for the 
privilege inherent in every member of this 
House, be believed none would dispute but 
that the ancient method has been for any mem- 
ber to offer what he pleases. 

Sir WUliam Yonge stood up, and explained 
himself with regard to that part of his speech, 
which touched on the privilege of members. 
He said, That there seemed to be a mistake, 
as to what he had mentioned about the mem- 
bers of the House not being allowed to bring in 
any thing without leave of the House : that 
tiiis has not properly any relation with what 
are called the privileges of the House : that it 
is not only a restraint which the members of the 
House have thought proper to lay on them- 
selves, for the more orderly carrying on the 
public business, and to prevent any thing that 
is trifling from being brought before us; and 
this restraint has been found so convenient and 
necessary for preserving the honour and dignity 
of the House, that it has never for many years 
been departed from, but upon the most extraor- 
nary occasions. Sir William Yonge was back- 
ed by 

Sir Robert Walpole, who added, That the pre- 
cedent quoted by sir John Rushout was on one 
of the most extraordinary occasions that ever 
can happen, and in a case that required the 
atnaost dispatch; that in short there was no 
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ceuaparison between that case and the case be- 
fore them ; that the case in this - Bill did in no 
ways depend on this extraordinary method; 
for should the gentleman move in the usual 
maimer for leave to bring ni the Bill, and or- 
ders should thereupon be given by the House 
to some gentlemen to prepare and bring in the 
sane, this method would be no hindrance to * 
the passing of the Bill, or occasion its being put 
off till the next session of parliament. Upon 
this 

Mr. Sandys rose op, and spoke a second rime 
as follows: 

Sir; I shall be very fas from making any 
comparisons between the case in hand, or be- 
tween any case, and that which immediately 
concerns the safety and preservation of the 
crown. But as I had ass* red you that the Bill, 
which I have in my hand, was the very same 
with teat which bad before been approved of 
by this House, I thought k was unite unneces- 
sary for the House to observe that ceremony of 
ordering some gentlemen to prepare and bring 
in a Bill, which was already prepared ; and which 
the House has approved of in the very last ses- 
sion of parliament: this wes my reason for 
moving for leave to bring it op. 1 do not de- 
sire to bring any thing into this House without 
first having the leave of the House for so doing; 
yet I cannot think, that though the antient me* 
thod of proceeding were revived, the House 
would be in any danger of being surprised irito 
any thing: there is no But can pass in this 
House, till it has been three times read in the 
House, and has passed through a committee of 
the House ; and while those forms are ob- 
served, the House never can be surprised into 
the passing of anV Bill, even though we should 
again re-assume that privilege of every mem- 
ber) having a power to oring into die House 
whatever he pleases. It is not the restraint 
we have laid ourselves under, that prevents 
the House's being surprized ; it is the neces- 
sity of having the Bill so often read before 
it can pass ; for when a gentleman has moved 
for leave to bring in any Bill for the purposes 
he mentions, the House cannot know whether 
the Bill prepared and brought in be according 
tcr their orders till it be once read in the House : 
some gentlemen might move for leave to bring, 
in a Bill, and upon their obtaining such leave, 
and being ordered to prepare and bring in the 
same, might bring in a Bill of a quite different 
nature ; but this would probably be discovered 
oa the first reading, and the Bill would without 
doubt be thrown out; and whoever endea- 
voured thus to impose on the House, would de- 
serve, and would probably meet with a most 
severe censure. 

Bat the present dispute is not whether any 
thing shall be brought into the House without 
leave ; the whole dispute really seems to be be- 
tween the words ' to bring up/ and the words 
4 to bring in for my part, I' em quite indiffer- 
ent in this affair; whether I have leave to bring 
it up now, or to bring it in « little while hence, 
does not in my opinion signify much: if I have 
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leave toimng it up, I must immediately take a 
walk to the bar ; if I have leave to bring in a 
Bill, and am ordered to prepare one for that 
purpose, I shall take a walk the same way in a 
very little time ; this I do not take to be any 
material difference : but as for the Bill itself, I 
do think it of such consequence, that if there 
were any method by which we could Shew a 
more than ordinary regard to this Bill, that 
method ought certainly to be observed. 

Then Mr. Speaker -read from the Journal of 
the House, of the 9th. year of the reign of king 
George 1, the precedent mentioned by sir 
sir John Rushout, and said, s 
«< Gentlemen, 

u The usual method of proceeding in this 
House, as to bringing in of Bills is, first, to move 
for leave to bring in a Bill for such or such* pur- 
poses, and that being agreed to, the House then 
orders some of their own number to prepare 
and bring in the Bill ; this is the usual method, 
but in the precedent I have now read to you it 
appears, that the then Solicitor General (sir 
P. Yorke) moved for^ leave to bring up such 
a Bill, which was granted, and he immediately 
brought up the Bi(l, and the same was read a 
first time ; from which it is plain that Mr. Soli- 
citor, when he made ojs motion, informed the 
House that he had prepared such a Bill, and had 
m it then ready, to be laid before them, and there- 
* fore he moved for leave to bring it up, which it 
seems the House at this time complied with." 

Upon this some members suspecting that Mr. 
Speaker was, in pursuance of this precedent, 
going to put the question on the motion made 
oy Mr. Sandys, they called out .' No, no !' 
Hereupon Mr. Speaker immediately, resumed 
hi* speech, as follows ; 
" Gentlemen, 

" As to the affair in hand, or any affair that 
comes before this House, I am not to appear 
of one side of the question nor of the other. 
It is my business to take care that the orders 
and methods of proceeding shall be regularly 
observed. In all questions about order I am 
to inform you, so farjis consists with my know-* 
ledge, of what has been done formerly in the like 
cases ; and I am to take care thai all decency and 
order shall be observed, both in our debates 
and proceedings : This is my duty, and this I 
shall always endeavour to perform as far as. lies 
in m v power : In all cases I am to observe those 
directions that the House shall be pleased to 
give ; and in the present case I only desire to 
know from you, what method you will observe, 
whether you are inclined to follow the prece- 
- dent now read to you, or if you are inclined 
to proceed according to the method usually ob- 
served : But I mnst put. you in mind, that if 
you proceed according to the usual method, 
decency requires that the Bill shall not be 
brought in immediately after the order for pre- 
paring and bringiog in the same ; it is neces- 
sary that some time should intervene between 
the order for preparing it, and the presenting of 
it to the House ; and therefore I must desire, 
that those gentlemen who shall be ordered to 



prepare and bring it in, may not go imme- 
diately to the bar, and tell us, that they have*, 
according to order, prepared such a Bill, and 
are ready to bring it in." ^ 

Hereupon Mr. Sandys not insisting on his 
motion, but agreeing to have the Bill brought 
in according to the usual method, ihe question 
was put, That leave be given to bring in a Bill^ 
" For making more effectual the laws in being 
for disabling persons from being chosen mem* 
bers of, or sitting or voting in the House of 
Commons, who have any Pension during plea* 
sure, or for any number of years, or any office* 
held in trust for them This being agreed to 
without any opposition, Mr. Sandys and sir 
Edward Stanley were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the same. • Then the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the supply, and as 
soon as that was over r Mr. Sandys presented 
the said Biil to the Hquse, which was received 
and read the first ^i me, and ordered to be read 
a second time. 

Debate in the Commons on the Number of the 
Land- Forces."] February 2. The House re- 
solved itself into a Committee, to consider far* 
ther of the Supply granted to his* Majesty, and 
Mr. Andrews, member for Hindoo, moved, 
" That the number of effective men to be pro* 
vided for guards and garrisons in Great Britain-, 
and for Guernsey and Jersey, for the year 17$$-, 
be, including 1815 invalids, and 565 men, which 
the six independent companies Consist of, for 
the service of the Highlands, 17,709 men, com- 
mission and non* commission officers included.* 

This motion was seconded by Mt. Whit worth, 
and supported* by sir Thomas Robinson, sir 
Ricliard Lane, sir Arthur Croft, sir William 
Yonge, hon. Mr. Henry Pelham, Mr. Horatio 
Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole: but was 
very warmly opposed by several members ; 
and the lord Morpeth thereupon moved, « That 
the number of effective men for the year 1739, 
be only 12,000 he was seconded by Mr. Harley, 
and backed* by Mr. Bramston, Mr. Rolle, sh* 
John Barnard, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Shipped; 
sir William Wyndhara, Mr. Palmer, Mr. The* 
mas Wyndham, hon. Mr. Edward Digby, Mf; 
Pulteney, sir John St. Aubin, sir Thomas Saun^ 
derson, and sir John Hinde Cotton." ■ •* ' 

Tbc Courtiers urged in support of the mo-* 
tion, That though the public tranquillity of 
Europe was now established, yet the preserva- 
tion thereof depended on so many accidents* 
that it could not be certainly relied on, and 
therefore we ought always to be in such ciretrai* 
stances, as to be able not only to defend oar* 
selves, but likewise to fulfil all our engagement! 
to our allies : That there was still a very power- 
ful and considerable party in the kingdom, 
firmly attached to the interest of the Pretender^ 
and daily watching for an opportftnity to dis* 
turn the quiet of the nation, by endeavouring 
to overturn the present happy establishment f 
and. therefore it was necessary to keep up an 
armed force sufficient to dissipate any sudden 
insurrection that might be raised by such men i 
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n! 1^1$, party was sjtilj the more audacious, 
a^od the more, to be dreaded, because they were 
encouraged and spirited up by a great many 
scandalous and seditious libels, which were 
daily spread abroad, even by those who pre- 
i^dn to be friends to the Protestant succes- 
■ion, and to the illustrious family now on the 
wone. 

9tt Archer Croft said on this occasion, That 
Che Continuing of the same number of forces, 
was the more necessary, because to his know- 
ledge popery was increasing very fast in the 
country, for that in one parish which he knew, 
t&ere were no less than seven popish priests ; 
and that the danger from the Pretender was the 
fbore lo be feared, because they did not know 
bat that he was then breeding his son a Protes- 
tant. 

' Sir Robert Walpole took notice, That a re- 
duction of the army was the chief thing wished 
for and desired by all the Jacobites in the king- 
dom ; that no reduction had ever been made, 
hut what gave fresh hopes to that party, and 
encouraged them to raise tumults against the 
government; and he did not doubt, but that if 
they should resolve to reduce any part of the 
army, there would be post-horses employed 
that very^ night, to carry the good news thereof 
to the Pretender and his adherents beyond 
to this 
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the people of England had never gone into an/ 
violent measures, or carried their resentment 
to any pitch against the prince upon the throne, 
but when the prince, or those employed by him* 
were first in the fault : That this maxim was so 
generally true, .that in our wbole history, there 
was no instance to the contrary, but only that 
which happened in the reign of king Charles I. 
and that therefore, if there was any uneasiness 
among the people, the proper remedy was, to 
remove those tfiingp which were the causes 
thereof ; If the ministers should change their 
measures, \he people would certainly alter their 
iniuds : That the Dutch were, by tjie situation 
of their country, in a much more dangerous 
state than we are or can be in, and yet the 
Dutch had then resolved on a reduction of then; 
army, and therefore we could have no pretence 
for continuing ours. 

Mr. Shippen likewise observed. That though 
the general arguments in the affair before them 
had often been canvassed in that House, yet, 
that the debatejof this day seemed to him some- 
thing new : in former years the gentlemen, who 
argued for the continuance of a, numerous 
standing army in time of peace, always argued 
for the continuance thereof only for one year 
longer ; but that gentleman had now thrown on 
the mask, and were become daring enough to 
declare,' ' That tlie same number of forces 

* must always be kept up ; and that a numerous 
' army must for ever be continued,, ana be 

* made, as it were, apart of our constitution $ 
that we have already continued the army so 
long, that some gentlemen had told the Rouse 
this day, what no man would have ventured to 
have told them a few years ago : that if they 
continued the same army but a little while 
longer, it might be in the power of some gen- 
tlemen to talk to the House, in terms no waj 
agreeable to the constitution or to the liberties 
of our country s that to tell the House that the 
same number of forces must be always fcept up, 
was a proposition fraught with , innumerable 
evils, and more particularly with this, that it 
may make wicked ministers more audacious, 
than otherwise they would be, in projecting 
and propagating schemes, which may be incon- 
sistent with the liberties, destructive to the 
trade, and burthensome on the people of this 
nation : that in countries which are governed 
by standing armies, the, inclinations of the peo- 
ple are, but little minded, the ministers place 
their security in the army, the humours of the 
army they only consult, with them they divide 
the spoils, and the wretched people are plun- 
dered by both. He added, That in this king- 
dom, his Majesty has the hearts, the hands, and 
the purses of all his subjects at his service, and 
he wished be might have them always at his 
service ; but he hoped they would never be in 
his power ; that his Majesty desired no 6uch 
thing ; that he never can desire it that; depends 
only on the affections of his people ; that there- 
fore he was convinced tba* theden*aod.o£ so nu- 
merous a standing army never could come from 
him : that it was no way necessary for his sup- 



* Sir. Horatio Waipok added, Thai the nuin- 
!)& & troops then proposed was absolutely 
tieeessary to Support his Majesty's government, 
and would be necessary, as long as the nation 
enjoyed the happiness-of having the present ii- 
It&nbas family on the throne. 

. $ir William Wyndham alledged, in support 
njf . lord Morpeth's motion, That if they gave 
any credit to his Majesty's Speech from the 
throne at the opening of the session, which they 
were in duty-bound to do, the tranquillity of 
Europe never was, nor ever could be on a more 
firm basis than at, present, and therefore a re- 
foctioa was now to be made in the army, or 
such reduction was never to be expected : That 
as to the Pretender, he did not believe that 

Sre was any . considerable party for him in 
nation: That that pretence had always 
been a ministerial device made use of only for 
accomplishing their own ends ; but that it was 
in reality a mere bugbear, a raw-head and 
bloomy-bones, fit only to frighten children ; for 
that be was very well convinced his Majesty 
reigned in the hearts and affections of his peo- 
ple; upon that bis Majesty's security depended, 
and if it did not depend on that, the illustrious 
i^mily now on the throne could have but little 
security in the present number, or in any num- 
ber of #tanding-forces, that could be kept up for 
i$s. defence • That if there was any disaffection 
or, any discontent in the nation, it was 
owing to the 1 keeping up of such a nume- 
rous standing army in time of peace within 
this kingdom, whereby the people were sub- 
j§o|e4; to many loads and hardships which 
they were never before acquainted with : That' 
Vol. VIII. 
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port, whatever it might he for the support of 
(hose who now desired to have it continued. 

Mr. Hoik said, To him it appeared, in order 
to preserve ourselves against one who might 
perhaps prove a tyrant, we were going to esta- 
blish 18,000 tyrants, and to make their "estar 
blishment in some measure a part of our con- 
stitution : and that iu order to be free of a re- 
ligion Which we think a bad one, we are re- 
solved to have none at all : that as to the party 
which the Pretender had in this Ration, he 
Could not believe there was any such thing: it 
was nothing but a.mere pretence, and the mak- 
ing use of that pretence on all occasions, really 
could not but make him recall to mind that 
wicked^and blasphemous saying of Pope Leo 
X. who, on occasion of a procession's passing 
by while he was at an elegant entertainment, 
iaid to his cardinals, * Quantum profuit nobis 

* baec fabala Christi !' He concluded with these 
words : Let us do as our forefathers used to do, 
4 Let us remove the wicked from before the 

* king* that so his throne may be established in 
f righteousness/ 

Mr. PuUeney said, That he could not but be 
diverted with some arguments that were then, 
arid had been on former occasions made use of, 
for keeping up a standing army in tira6 of 
peace : that the last year the House was told, 
that a Popish Solicitor was a dangerous man 
to the government, (see p. 903), and now that 
Popish Solicitor had spawned out seven popish 
priests, (see p. 1185), and even the post-horses 
(see p. 1185), had joined in this traitorous con- 
federacy. % 

In answer to the argument brought from the 
reduction of the Dutch forces, 

Mr. Pelham declared, That the reduction 
mentioned was not then agreed to by the States 
General j that it was a great question whether 
it would or no, and if it should, it was only a 
reduction of the last augmentation, whereas the 
last augmentation had been reduced by us long 
ngo ; so that the Dutch were now only going 
to make that reduction, which we had made 
upon the first prospect we had of seeing the 
tranquillity of Europe established : that though 
the reduction proposed in Holland should be 
made by them, vet they would still have in 
proportion a much greater number of standing 
forces, than what was now proposed to be kept 
up in this kingdom. 

Sir Bxibert Walpole added, That he could 
not help taking notice of an observation one 
gentleman bad made, as to the people's never 
carrying their resentment to any pilch against 
the prince upon the throne, unless the prince, 
'or those employed by him, were first guilty of 
some mult : that that member was pleased to 
admit of one exception to this rule, in the case 
of king Charles I. But the gentleman ought 
to have admitted of another exception, and 
that was in the time of king George I. That 
he did not know what pitch of resentment the 
gentleman might mean, but he was sure there 
were some people, who carried their resent- 
ment against that kn>g to a very high pitch; 



and it coulrf not be said that be was ever gu\\tj 
of any fault, nor that those employed by him 
had, then at least, been guilty of any fault ; yet 
some people carried their resentment so high, 
that they appeared in arms, in order to de- 
throne him ; that he thanked God, they dhf 
not succeed in their attempt: that they hap- 
pened to be defeated by the small number of 
regular forces we had then in the kingdom, 
which were much inferior to them in number ; 
such was our great good luck at that time ; but 
that he must say, that those gentlemen, who 
desired to have the country left as void of de* 
fence as it was at that time, could have but 
little regard for our present happy constitution, 
or for the security of the illustrious family oow 
upon the throne. 

Then the question being put on the motion 
made by Mr. Andrews, it was agreed to by 
239 against 171. 

Feb. 5. The above Resolution of the Com- 
mittee was reported to the House, and there- 
upon*Mr. Watkin Williams Wynn moved for 
the re-committing of that Resolution ; which 
motion was seconded by Mr. William Bromley, 
and supported by sir John St. Aubin, Mr. 
Sandys, sir Wilfrid Lawson, Mr. William Gwyn 
Vaughan, Mr. Heathcote,' and Mr. Wvndham. 
They- were opposed by lord Hervey, lord Mal- 
pas, Mr. Danvers, Mr. Clutterbuck, sir Philip 
Yorke and Colonel Bladen. In this debate, 

Mr. Clutterbuck having said, That he won-j 
dered to see gentlemen so jealous of encroach- 
ments upon our constitution, at a time when i* 
was in its greatest vigour, and 'shone forth in 
its purest lustre ; 

Mr. Wyndham, in answer thereto, gave the? 
House an historical account of our constitution, 
aftd of the several dangers it had been in, and 
the changes, it had gone through ; and front 
thence be shewed, That it was very far from 
being now in its greatest vigour, and that on 
the contrary, there were many, bad customs 
had crept in of late, which were of dangerous 
consequence to our, constitution ; and might 
prove to be the cause of its overthrow, if some 
effectual remedy was not speedily applied. 

Then the question being put, for re-com- 
mitting the above-mentioned Resolution, it was 
carried m the negative, by 207 against 143 ; 
after which it was agreed to by the House. 
Then 

The* Lord Morpeth stood up, and represented 
the bad circumstances of the nation, by reason 
of the great debts and the many taxes the peo- 
ple groaned under, and therefore moved, "That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, to desire his Majesty, that he would be 
graciously pleased, from his earnest desire to 
eese his people of every charge not absolutely 
necessary, and his regard to the constitution of 
this kingdom, to take the first favourable op- 
portunity of making a Reduction of those forces, 
which this House hath voted in pursuance of 
the 'Estimate laid before ibem by his Majesty's 
direction.'* 

His lordship was seconded by Mr. Sandys* 
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str William Wyndbam, Mr. Pukeney, Mr. 
gbippen, and Mr. Heatbcote, who urged, 
The great necessity that there was for taking all 
opportunities tp reduce the public expence ; 
£oat thereby some of those taxes might be taken 
off, which at present lay so heavy on our trade 
and our manufactures, that most of our neigh- 
bours were enabled to undersell us in foreign 
markets : That the keeping up of a standing- 
army in time of peace, without any absolute 
necessity for so doing, was altogether incon- 
sistent with the liberties of this nation : That 
though there might be at present an absolute 
necessity for keeping up the number of forces 
agreed to by that House, yet that that neces- 
sity might cease in a few months, perhaps in a 
few weeks ; and if so, it would then become 
necessary both for the ease of the nation, and 
for the preservation of the constitution, to dis- 
band some of them ; That though the king was 
always to be, presumed to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the nation, 
and always inclined to do that which plight 
most contribute to the public welfare ; yet it 
bad always, been the custom of that House, and 
was their duty, to address the king upon 
matters of very great consequence ; in order to 
recommend to his Majesty those measures 
which they thought would conduce most to 
the happiness and safety of the nation. 

But this motion was opposed by Mr. Talbot, 
ford Hervey, Mr. Henry Pelham, and sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, who alledged, That the pre- 
senting of such an Address was in some mea- 
sure inconsistent with the Resolution they had 
then agreed to ; That it was resolving that the 
number of forces for the year 1733 should be 
so many; and addressing that they should not 
be so many : That these two Resolutions, fol- 
lowing one another upon their Journals, would 
appear to be very extraordinary : That besides, 
the presenting of such an Address would be dis- 
respectful to his Majesty, in so far as it would 
be a sort of insinuation that his Majesty might 
neglect taking the first opportunity of reducing 
the army, and thereby lessening the public 
charge ; and as they never yet had the least 
occasion to suspect any such thing, it would be 
now unjust to harbour any such suspicion : 
that in many cases it might be the custom, it 
might be the duty of that House, to address the 
throne on particular emergencies ; hut in a 
case that regarded his Majesty and his admi- 
nistration in such a general manner, as the 
case in hand did, it would be most disrespect- 
ful : That they might as well address his Ma- 
j*9ty to govern according to law, or not to en- 
croach upon the constitution ; and an Ad- 
dress in such terms would, they believed, be 
allowed to be shewing a very high disrespect to 
the King upon the throne. 

Mr, Shippen on the other hand, insisted, 
That his Majesty knew how much the nation 
was loaded with debts and taxes, and how in-' 
consistent it was with our constitution to keep 
up a standing army in time of peace, and that 
therefore his Majesty, he was sure, would not 
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look ori their presenting of such an address as 
any way disrespectful to him. Some members 
having taken offence at these expressions, Mr. 
Shippen replied, That he could not but look on , 
himself as a very unfortunate man, for that in 
the late reign he had incurred xhe displeasure, 
of many gentlemen, and had undergone a se- 
vere censure of that House, for saying that it 
was one of the greatest misfortunes of his late 
Majesty's reign, that he did not know our 
language, and was unacquainted with our con- 
stitution : * and that now he had disobliged 
several others, by saying that his present Ma- 
jesty well knows the circumstances of the na- 
tion, and is acquainted with our constitution s 
but that, however, he could not help thinking 
but that his Majesty was thoroughly acquainted 
with both ; and that therefore he would look; 
upon such an Address, as proceeding from that 
honest care and concern, which every member 
ought to have for those who sent them thither, 
and not as proceeding from any disrespect to- 
wards him : That his Majesty could not be 
displeased therewith, and that those they re* 
presented must be highly pleased to see the 
House so watchful of all opportunities to lessen 
their charge, and to recommend their ease and 
advantage to the crown. 

But the question being put on the loroV Mor- 
peth's motion, it was carried in the negative, 
by 208 against 156. 

Motion for ratting the Supply for the current - 
Tear, without treating a new Debt on any of 
the Funds.) Feb. 7. A motion was made, 
" That this House will raise the necessary Sup- 
plies for the current service of tbis year, with- 
out creating any new debt upon any fund 
whatsoever." 

This motion occasioned a fresh debate, in 
which the speakers against it demonstrated, 
that it could not be carried into practice, with* 
out hazarding the success of the sertice for the 
current year : and, that in fact, there was no 
difference in the two manners of raising the 
money, only, that the usual manner was more 
easy for the people ; upon which, the motion ■ 
was dropped without a division. 

Debate in the Commons on the Spanish De- 
predations.] Feb. 13. The affair of the Spanish 
Depredations having given great uneasiness to ' 
the whole nation, 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson rose tip and spoke as 

follows : 

Sir, The many and great fosses our mer- 
chants have sustained by tbe depredations com- 
mitted on them by the Spaniards, are I believe, 
well known to every gentleman in this House ; 
and it is likwise known, that by the second se- 
parate Article of the Treaty of Seville, all those 
affairs were to have been settled and adjusted 
in the space of three years ; these three years 
are now expired, but I do not find that any 
body knows how any of those affairs have been - 

* See vol. 7, p. All. 
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settled aod adjusted, at least I cannot hear of 
any one of our merchants who has met with any 
redress. 

* As the time is now expired, I hope our 
merchants have already got, or are very soon 
to receive a sufficient reparation for all their 
sufferings ; this I hope for, and I should be 
jxtreuiely glad to have my hopes confirmed ; it 
Js an affair on which the happiness of many 
private men depends, and is of so much con- 
sequence both to the honour and trade of this 
nation, that it Is incumbent upon us, as mem- 
bers of this House, to inquire into it; and 
therefore I shall radve, " That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleased to give direction, that 
there may be laid before this House, copies of 
the Reports made by his Majesty's commissa- 
ries in Spain, together with all letters and 
papers relating thereto; and what satisfaction 
has been made to the subjects of Great-Britain, 
for the losses they sustained by the depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards in Europe, or in the 
Indies, pursuant to the second separate Article 
of the treaty of peace, union, friendship, and 
mutual defence, between the crowns of Great 
Britain, France, and Spain, concluded at Se- 
ville on the 9th of November, 1720." 
This Motion being seconded, 



Sir Robert Walpole stood up and spoke as 
follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
Such an Address as has been moved for, 
may, if gentlemen insist on it, be presented to 
Bis Majesty, but I can now assure you, that 
there is as yet nothing that his Majesty can lay 
before you ; for though by the treaty of Seville 
tne commissaries of the two nations were to 
settle all the affairs referred to them by that 
treaty, within the space of three years from the 
date* thereof, yet by reason of several unfore- 
seen accidents, they never could meet so as to 
enter upon, or do any business till the month 
df* February last>: since that time they have 
tieen proceeding upon the affairs referred to 
them ; but as yet there is nothing brought to 
tbat maturity, or formed into such a shape, as 
to be proper to be laid before this House. The 
delays they at first met with made it necessary 
to prolong the time for settling and adjusting 
those matters, and therefore it has been agreed 
between the two nations, that the three years 
shall be computed from that day in February 
last, on which tlie commissaries first met ; and 
bjr that time it is to be hoped that all those af- 
fairs will he settled in such a mapner, as will 
give full satisfaction to every member of this 
House, and full reparation to every one of the 
subjects of Great Britain, who has met with a 
real injury from the Spaniards.— To this 

Mr* PulUney replied, 

§ir ; There is a term made use of in the Ex- 
chequer, called nichil, which term has been 
•iWtifl^ma^e use of by the gentleman who 
•poke last, and ha* often been given as an an- 
1 



swer to this House, when accounts of the pro- 
duce of some certain branches of the revenue 
have been called for. ' Now, as to the present 
affair, it may be that (here has not as yet been 
any thing done, or at least not brought to ma- 
turity, and formed into such a shape, as to be 
proper to be laid before this House : this, I 
say, may be, the case, though I must say it is a 
little surprizing, that in so long a time there 
should have been nothing done ; however, sup- 
posing that it is the case, yet his Majesty may 
give us this Exchequer term for answer ; he 
may tell us that there has not as yet been any 
thing done : it is from his Majesty only, that 
this House can properly have an answer; even 
such an answer we are not to take froto any 
member of this House, or from any subject 
whatsoever. And as the presenting of such an 
Address to his Majesty, will shew our consti- 
tuents that we are careful of the affairs of the 
nation, and have a concern for the merchants, 
who have been so great sufferers by the depre- 
dations committed dv the Spaniards ; therefore 
I am for agreeing with the motion. 
Mr. Puiteney was backed by • 

Sir Thomas Aston, as follows ; 

Sir ; if in all this time there has been nothing 
done by those commissaries, I am much afraifl 
that this affair may be spun out to a very great 
length. I do not know but that it may last as 
long as the gentlemen who are employed as out 
commissaries may live ; for as they have there- 
by a good salary from, and all their charges, 
borne by their country, they may not perhaps 
be too hasty in concluding the affairs referred, 
to them, and thereby putting an end to the be- 
neficial post they enjoy ; and on the other hand 
it is to, be presumed, that the Spaniards will 
make use of all the excuses they can invent, for 
delaying their making that reparation, which 
injustice they ought to do, and which wc are 
engaged in honour to insist on. It is therefore 
our duty, as members of this House, to desire 
from time to time to know what is doing in an 
affair, in which both the interest, and the ho- 
nour of the nation is so much concerned, ia 
order to prevent all unnecessary delays, and to 
satisfy the world that this nation does not tamely 
put up such injuries. . 

Mr. Conduit* replied to sir Thomas Aston: 

Sir; I find there is a very. great mistake in. 
prejudice to the worthy gentlemen ourcommisr 
saries in Spain : I must do them the justice to. 
declare, that to my knowledge they very* much 
despise the salaries they have from the public* 
and are pushing as much as possible the accom- 
modation of all the affairs, referred to them, in 
order that they may return lyoroe to look after 
their private affairs. I am very sure that there 
is not one of those gentlemen, who, for the sake « 
of the salary would have gone out of the king- 
dom, or who would stay one month in Spain, 
or any where, for the sake of enjoying so trifling 

* Master- worker of the MipjU 
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a benefit. It was the hopes only of being serv- 
viceable to their country, that prevailed on any 
of them to go thither, and they are doing as 
much as- lies in their power to render their ser- 
vice as beneficial as possible to their country ; 
the sooner that affair is brought to a conclu- 
sion, the more beneficial will their service cer- 
tainly be. This I know to be the case as to the 
gentlemen that are employed, but if it were 
otherwise, his Majesty could certainly take 
care, that no unnecessary delays should be al- 
lowed in an affair of such consequence, and 
certainly will lay before this House an account 
of all the proceedings in that affair as soon as 
it can be conveniently done ; and therefore I 
must be of opinion, that there is no occasion 
ijbr our presenting any such Address as has been 
moved for. 

Mr. Pulteney answered, 

Sir; We may always depend on it, that 
his Majesty will take aft possible care of this, 
as well as of every other affair that regards the 
honour or the happiness of the nation ; but in 
all affairs his Majesty must employ others under 
him, he must necessarily employ ministers and 
other inferior agents, to transact and manage 
the public affairs of the nation ; and as they 
may be dilatory or negligent, therefore it is the 
duty, and has always been the practice of this 
House, to enquire into the management of af- 
fairs of great consequence. In the present 
case I am for the Address proposed, because 
it will be a spur to the ministers, to procure as 
speedy and as ajnple a satisfaction to our injured 
merchants, as tbey can possibly get. Our hav- 
ing taken notice, in the last session of Parlia- 
ment, of the Spanish depredations, procured, I 
believe, those commissions and instructions, 
which were last summer sent to his Majesty's 
ships of war in the West Indies: that, I be- 
lieve, was the chief cause of sending spme of 
our ships to the Spanish coast to demand satis- 
faction for English merchant ships, which they 
had violently taken, and unjustly confiscated. 
Ooe of these captains did accordingly, in pur- 
suance of the instructions he had received, send 
his boat with bis lieutenant and some of his 
sailors on shore, to demand the satisfaction pro- 
posed: but the Spaniards were so far from 
complying with so just a demand, that they 
added a new affront* by making the lieutenant 
and the men prisoners ; whereupon he like a 
Wave, honest, downright Engjish captain, did > 
what he ought; to do, he seized the first Spanish 
ship he could meet with; but I have been since 
ioformed, that this Spanish ship has been re- 
stored, though the English ship has neither 
been restored^ npr have the owners met with 
any satisfaction for the damage and loss they 
have sustained. How this came about, how we 
came to restore this ship to them, before they 
had agreed to release our ship, is more than I 
know, or can, comprehend ; for a* tbey had 
done the, first inj ury, they ought, in my opinion, 
t<* have been ohugeu\to Jiave made the first re- 
paration. As to the gentleman that ace em- 



ployed as our commissaries in Spain, I do not 
know whether they despise their salaries or not, 
but I am sure, if they continue as tong in Spain 
as one gentleman seems apprehensive they 
may, it will verify what I have said in this 
House in relation to those affairs, that it would 
have been better for the nation, and more to 
the satisfaction of the sufferers, to have given 
up the affair, at first, and to have given the sura 
of money, which such commission might bavf 
cost the public, to be divided among our merr 
chauts, who had beeen robbed and plundered 
by the Spaniards; for even, as it is, I am afraid 
that if the charges which that commission has 
already, and will stand the public in, were to 
be deducted fjrom the sum, which we may re*- 
cover from the Spaniards iy way of reparation, 
there will very little remain to be divided 
among the sufferers. 

Sir Robert Walpole observed, That wherevej 
that honourable gentleman got his informa- 
tion* in relation to the restitution of the Spanish 
ship he made mention of, to his knowledge it 
was erroneous, for that at the same time orders 
were sent from hence for releasing the Spanish 
ship, orders were in like manner sent from the 
court of Spam, for releasing and* restoring the 
English ship and cargo, which they had before 
taken ; ana that her not being restored was no 
neglect either at this or the Spanish court, but t 
owing to. the excuses and delays of his Catholic 
Majesty's, governors in the West Indies j who* 
notwithstanding express orders from their court 
fpr delivering up the ship and cargo, had foune} 
some new pretences for delaying it. 

Mr. Plumer replied, That if the case was, as 
the honourable gentleman who spoke last was 
pleased to assure them, he could not but wtib 
pleasure observe, that if ever a war should hapr 
pen between Spain and us, we must certainly, 
get the better of them ; for that our governor* 
and officers in the West Indies are, it seemed, 
most punctual and exact jn observing and. 
obeying the orders and instructions received! 
from hence, even though they may be perhaps? 
not much to their own private liking ; whereat 
on the other hand it appeared, that his Catho- 
lic majesty** governors and officers in those 
parts had out little regard to the express orders, 
they received from him ; that King, it seemed, 
having, no authority over his own officers ; and 
consequently in case of a war between us, we 
should have a very considerable advantage ovef 
that nation. 

At last, the question being put on sir Wil- 
frid Lawson's motion, it was agreed to without 
any division ; and the Address, was accordingly 
presented. 

Feb. 16. Sir Conyers D'Arcey* reported hi* 
Majesty's Answer to the said Address, v,iz> 
" That although by the Treaty of Seville, the. 
commissaries on the part of Great Britain and 
Spain were to meet within four months aftej* 
the exchange of the ratification <o( that Treaty, 
and their commissions to. continue for three 



* Comptroller of hi%Majfip^VhQtu*QW» 
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look on it as a breach of the treaties 6T peace 
and commerce subsisting between us and them, 
because, by such a law the importation of Por- 
tugal sugars directly into Ireland would be ex- 
pressly prohibited. He was, answered by 

Mr. Script *, who said in support of the mo- 
tion, That as to the enhancing of the .price of 
rum in Ireland, and thereby discouraging the 
consumption thereof in that kingdom, there 
was no such consequence eould ensue from the 
resolution, proposed, or from any Jaw that 
could be made in pursuance thereof, because 
there might still be as much rum, as was re- 
quisite for the consumption in that 'kingdom, 
imported directly thither from our jown sugar- 
colonies in America ; what was proposed by 
the resolution moved for; was only to prohibit 
the direct importation of any of the commodi- 
ties mentioned therein, from: any of the other 
colonies in America, and we had very good 
reason for making such a prohibition, because 
it appeared that what was imported directly 
into Ireland from the other colonies, was Ge- 
nerally the produce of the -foreign sugar-colo- 
nies in that part of the world, whereby the 
trade of those colonies was>ery muck encou- 
raged and improved, to ' the ruin of our own 
sugar-colonies in America : That though we 
were to look upon Ireland as a pan of our ownf 
dominions, yet we ought not to allow them tb 
encroach upon any branch of the trade Of Eng- 
land : It was very well known that they were 
always endeavouring to Encroach upon bur 
trade ; and if we did not take care to keep that 
country under the yoke, they raigWt in time 
grow so rich as to be able to throw it off, which 
they would perhaps willingly do, if ever it 
should happen to be in their power : That as 
to Portugal, some wordirmight be put in, pr 
some proviso added) for obviating any excep- 
tion that might be taken by them. 

Mr. Boddington said*, That he was sorry td 
differ from his honourable friend that sat by 
him, but that he had always looked on pro- 
hibitions in trade as of dangerous consequence^ 
and that therefore no prohibitions ought ever to ^ 
be laid on it, but such as are in their own na- 
ture absolutely necessary: That we had no 
jeason to be jealous of Ireland, or to lay them 
under any restraints and prohibitions ; that 
country bad always appeared loyal and zealous 
for his Majesty, and for the present royal fa- 
mily ; they had generally behaved as good sub- 
jects, at least for many years last past ; and he 
believed the best way to keep them so, was to 
give them all proper encouragement, and to 
shun as .much as possible the laying them under 
any particular restraints or disadvantages ; That 
he looked on that kingdom in a different light 



years from the date of the said Treaty ; and 
although his Majesty's commissaries were ap- 
pointed on the 2nd of April 1730, yet by sere- 
ral unforeseen accidents, the meeting of the 
commissaries in Spain was so long delayed, 
that the first conferences, were not opened till 
the 23rd of February 1732, N. S. And that as 
so much time was elapsed before the opening 
of their commissions, it has been«since agreed 
between the two crowns, that the three years 
for finishing the commission of the said 
commissaries, shall be computed from their 
first meeting' on the 23rd of Feb. last ; which 
makes it impracticable, for his Majesty to give 
the proper orders, for laying a perfect account 
before this House, of what it desired in their 
Address.'' 

The Debate in the Commons on the Trade of 
the Sugar Colonies.] Feb. 24. The House re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole 
House, to consider of the state of the Trade of 
his Majesty's Sugar-colonies in America; anjd 
Mr. Winnington moved a* Resolution, " That 
no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or Molasses, nor 
any Rum or Spirits, except of the growth or 
manufacture of his Majesty's Sugar-colonies in 
America, should be imported into Ireland, but 
from Great Britain only." This motion was 
opposed by 

Mr. Carey,* who said, That he would with all 
his heart join in any proper measures, that 
could be proposed, for encouraging our Sugar- 
Colonies, but he could not agree to the altering 
the laws' as they then stood, with respect to the 
importation into Ireland : that the allowing 
of rum Jto be imported directly into Ireland 
from any of our colonies in the West- Indies, 
was with design to discourage as much as pos- 
sible the consumption of French brandies in 
that kingdom ; which design would be entirely 
• overthrown by the resolution proposed, if any 
new law should now be made in pursuance 
thereof ; for if it should be made necessary to 
bring rum to, and enter it in England, before 
it could be carried -to Ireland, it would very 
much enhance the price of that commodity, by 
which the consumption thereof would be dis- 
couraged and diminished, and the consumption 
of French brandies would consequently be in- 
creased r^That he thought it was unreasonable 
to lay such a restriction on the trade to Ire- 
land, because that kingdom was a part of our 
own dominions, and contributed very conside- 
rably to the riches and power of England : 
That besides, if a law should be made in -Che 
, terms of the resolution proposed, it would pro- 
bably embroil us with some of our neighbours : 
That he did uot know but the French would 
look upon it as a breach of that article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, by which it was stipulated, 
that the trade between France and us should 
remain on the same footing it was on at that 
time : That the Portuguese would certainly 

* Clerk of the Council, and x Secretary to the 
lord%lieutefiant>of Ireland. 



* u Mr. Scrope was then Secretary to the' 
Treasury, and was perhaps the coolest, the 
most experienced, faithful, and sagacious friend 
the minister had. He was greatly trusted in 
all matters of the revenue, and seldom or never 
spoke but to facts, and when he was clear in 
bis point." Tiridal, < 
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from what some Other gentlemen seemed to L French ; but then the manufacture was all their 



view it in ; tbe people thereof he always con< 
sidered as a part of ourselves, and he hoped 
they, or at the least* the most of them, never 
did, nor ever would look upon themselves as 
being under any yoke, but that of the govern- 
ment, and the laws of their native country. 

Mr. Horatio Walp6le observed next, That 
as to what was proposed by the regulation 
moved for, he could perceive nothing therein 
contrary to the treaties of peace and com- 
merce subsisting with foreign powers; it was 
a regulation of trade only within our own do- 
minions, and bad no relation to that of our 
neighbours : That if we were to prohibit the im- 
portation of any one of their commodities info 
any part of the British dominions, they might per- 
haps have reason to take it amiss t they might 
anj, that such j*. prohibition was an infringe- 
ment of some of the stipulations subsisting 
between us ; but what was now proposed, 
was not a general prohibition, it was only 
the appointing of such particular places within 
our own dominions for tbe importation of such 
commodities, and prohibiting the importing.of 
' them at some other places : That as this regarded 
only our trade among ourselves, no foreign power 
could take any jos,t exceptions thereto ; but 
however/since there was no design of prohibit- 
ing the importation of French spirits, or Por- 
tugal sugars^ directly into Ireland, therefore he 
would propose an Amendment, and that the 
Resolutions should be in the terms following, 
* That ho sugar, paneels, syrups, or molasses, 
of the growth, product, or manufacture of any 
of the colonies or plantations in America ; nor 
any rum or spirits of America, except of the 
growth or manufacture of bis Majesty's sugar- 
colonies there, be imported into Ireland, but 
from Great Britain only." 

The Resolution being thus amended, it was 
agreed to without any division ; and then Mr. 
Winnington stood up again, and moved, 
• 4 That a duty" of 4*. per hundred weight, 
sterling money, be laid on all foreign sugars 
and paneels,' imported into any of his Majesty's 
colonies or plantations in America." This was 
agreed to without any opposition. 

Then colonel Btfden made the two following 
motions, viz. 1. " That a duty of 6d. per, gal- 
lon, sterling money, be laid on all foreign mo- 
lasses and syrups imported into any of his 
Majesty's colonies or plantations in America : 
And 2. That a duty of 9d. per gallon, sterling 
money, be laid on all foreign rum imported into 
any of his Majesty's colonies or phvatations in 
America." Hereupon, 

Sir John Barnard, in opposition thereto, said, 
" That as" the trade then stood between our 
northern colonies and the French sugar islands, 
it appeared, tba,t our colonies bought molasses 
of them at a very low price, and distilled them 
into rum, by which they provided themselves at 
a smattoharge with the rum that was necessary 
for them in their trade with the Indians, and in 
their fishing trade ; they had,, it was true, most 
•f tha* materials for making this rum from the 



own, and thereby a great many of our sub- 
jects in that part of the world were em- 
ployed and maintained : That by laying such 
an high duty on French molasses, we should lay 
them under a necessity of manufacturing it 
themselves ; so that our subjects would lose all 
that employment, and instead of buying mo- 
lasses in their natural dress from tbe French, 
- as they did formerly, they would be obliged to 
purchase the same molasses manufactured into 
rum, whereby the French sugar islands would 
take of them at least three times the money 
they took formerly : That as molasses was a 
bulky commodity, it would not be easy ts run 
them into any of our northern colonies, so that 1 
the French would be laid under an absolutely 
necessity of* manufacturing them into- rum, and 
when manufactured into rum, it would he easy 
to carry that rum, and sell it in a smuggling 
way to our fishing vessel? at sea, and even to 
run it into every one of our colonies on tha 
continent of ^merica : That the sea coasts bo- 
longing to us in that part of the world were of 
such. a vast extent, and so many little harbours 
and creeks to be every where met with, the roads 
so little frequented, and the towns*© open, that 
it would be impossible to prevent the running 
of French rum on shore, or the conveying it 
from one town to another after it is landed. 
No, not even if we should send thither the 
whole army of Excise officers wjiich we have 
here at home ; the sending them thither, might 
indeed, add a good deal to our happiness in 
this country, hut all of them together could be 
of no service for such a purpose m that country : 
That as to the laying a duty both on foreign 
rum and molasses, he would not be altogether v 
against it, but then it ought to be only a smalt 
duty, for the sake of giving an advantage to 
our own sugar colonies in that respect, not 
such an high duty as was in a manner equal to 
a prohibition ; for that was really granting a 
monopoly to our sugar islands, with respect 
ton commodity that is absolutely necessary for 
our northern colonies, both in their fishing 
trade and in their trade with the native Indians; 
and as the French were our rivals likewise in ' 
both those trades, we were about giving them a 
certain advantage as to these trades, and that 
without doing them any harm as to their sugar- 
trade ; for if they sold sugar and rum cheaper 
than our colonies did, they would have vend 
enough for all they could make ; they would 
have a stolen market for it in the British do* 
minions, and an open market in all other- parts 
of the world. 

Colonel Bladen answered, That he had often 
heard our army of excise-officers set in a very 
terrible light, and represented as of tbe most 
dangerous consequence to the liberties of the 
nation, but now he heard it urged that this 
whole army would not be ahle to reduce our 
northern-colonies; and. he was sure, if they 
were not, there was no fear of their being able 
to reduce this natron : but without sending any 
of that army to America, he hoped there woaW 
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be ho such thing as smuggling in that part of 
the world ; it was to prevent such a pernicious 
practice, that he proposed only laying a duty 
on foreign rum ; he did not propose a prohibi-. 
tron, and the duty he had proposed was no 
higher, than what was absolutely necessary for 
putting our own sugar-islands on an equal foot 
« with the French. 

Sir John Barnard replied, That he had said, 
that our whole arm? of excisemen would not 
be able to prevent the running of French rum 
in that country; he did not f talk of reducing 
the country, he had not so much as mentioned 
the word, bat he believed k would be much 
easier to reduce the country, than to prevent 
the running of French rum in it, in case what 
was then proposed should take effect: that if 
Hie gentleman really meant to prevent running, 
be Was very unfortunate in what he had pro- 
posed, for he had proposed the only method 
that could be thought on, for setting up and 
encouraging the smuggling-trade; which was 
that of laying on a high duty, equal to, if not 
above, the first price of the commodity upon 
which it wad laid. Then the question being 
put, the three foregding motions were severally 
agreed to without any division. 

After this, the two following Motions were 
agreed to without any opposition, 1. " That 
ail the Duties charged on the importation of 
alt sugars and paheels of the growth, product 
and manufacture/ of his Majesty's Colonies and 
Plantations in America, into Great Britain, be 
drawn back on exportation of the same." 
tf. "That a drawback or allowance of 2s. per 
hand red weight on all sugars, refined in and ex- 
parted from Great Britain, be paid on the ex- 
portation thereof r over and above all draw- 
backs or bounties' now payable thereon," This 
last resolution was seconded by 

Sir John Barnard, who said, That he would 
agree td that as well as the other resolution with 
all his heart, for that the two last were the only 
resolutions they had come to, which, in his opi- 
aioo, would be of any real use to our sugar- 
colonies; and particularly the last resolution 
be was glad to see moved, because he hoped it 
would make them think of some other things 
relating to our trade, which stood in need of 
some such redress from Parliament t that there 
were several foreign materials imported into 
this "kingdom, liable to duties on importation, 
which duties were drawn back, if the materials 
Were again exported in the same shape ; but if 
manufactured and made more valuable by the 
labour of our own people, neither the merchant 
nor the manufacturer could draw back the du- 
ties, even though they should afterwards export 
the same, and could shew that this manufac- 
ture was made of materials that had paid a 
doty on importation ; and would have had a 
drawback on exportation, if they had been 
carried out rough as they were brought in:, 
(tiat this was a scandalous oversight when these 
duties were first imposed, but k was much 
mora scandalous that in so long a time this 
oversight had never been amended; that there 



were several examples of this oversight could 
be given, but he would then only mention the 
duties on foreign hemp, flax, cordage, &c 
which were drawn back if the goods should- b# 
exported in the same condition they were im* 
ported : but if these very goods should, by the 
labour and industry of our own people, be 
manufactured into cables, ropes, and other 
tackle for shipping, and then exported, the ex- - 
porter could not have any drawback : that this 
was a great loss to that branch of our trade, 
which was a very considerable branch, but 
would be much more considerable if it were 
not for this hardship it laboured ander. 

These Resolutions being all agreed to. a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in pursuant thereto, 
which afterwards passed into a law. 

The Pension- Bill passes the Common*, and k 
again tost in the House of Lords.] The sera* 
day, the Pension Bill was read the thill} time 
and' passed ; and Mr. Sandys was ordered to 
carry it up to the Lords, where it met with the 
same fata as in the two last sessions. 

Delate on Sir R. Walpole's Motion for ts* 
suing 500,000/. out of the Sinking -Fund, for 
the service of the year 1733J Feb. 23. The 
House resolv'd itself into a Committee of the 
whole House, to consider farther of ways and 
means for raising the supply ; the Account of 
the money then remaining in the Exchequer, 
and of the produce of the Sinking-fond dis- 
posable by Parliament, having with others beea 
referred to the said Committee, 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up, and spoke as 
follows; 
Sir; 

In the last session of parliament, this House 
came to a Resolution, which, in my opinion, 
was a good and most reasonable resolution; 
and that was to ease the landed interest of one 
shilling in the pound upon the Land-tax, by 
granting in lieu thereof, a duty on Salt for three 
years. By this the landed interest, which has 
for so many years borne so great a share of the 
public expence, has in this last year found a 
most sensible ease ; and if any method can be 
fallen on for continuing this ease to them, such 
method ought certainly to be .followed. As 
I had, last session of parliament, the honour of 
moving for that Resolutipn, the approbation I 
then met with encourages me pow to offer to 
vour consideration another motion, * which I 
hope wiU be equally agreeable, and that is, that 
it may be resolved, " That it is the opinion of 
" this Committee, that towards raising the 
" Supply granted to his Majesty, there be issued 

* " The sixth session of the third Septennial 
parliament, which opened on the 17th of Ja- 
nuary 1733, is distinguished by two measures 
of sir Robert Walpole ; of which the first, tp 
take half a million from the Sinking Fund, 
though contrary to' the national interest, was 
carried by -a large majority : and the second, 
which was the Excise Scaeme, though evi- 
dently calculated for the advantage of tfc* 
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" anrf applied the sum of 500,000/. out of 

* such monies as l»ave arisen- from the Sur- 
plusses, Excesses, or overplus money, com- 
monly called the Sinking-Fund, over and 

*t above what hath been applied to the pay- 
4(1 men t of one million, towards discharging the 

* national debt, pursuant to an act of the last 
^ session of parliament." This motion, I 
hope, will meet with the approbation of this 
House; for it has always been my opinion, and 
I believe it will be granted by every man, that 
die public ex pence ought always to be raised ac- 
cording to that method, which is the least bur- 
thensome to the people : by this method we 
shall provide for a gre,at part of the current 
service of the year, without laving any burthen 
whatever on the people, and without doing in- 
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justice to any man, or to any set of men: 
The case of the/creditors of the public is, now 
very much altered from what it was; the com- 
petition among them is not now which of them 
Shall be first paid, but which of them shall be 
the last to be paid ; and therefore gentlemen 
need not now apprehend, that any of the pub- 
lic creditors will look upon the House's agree- 
ing to this motion as an injustice done them, or 
as any hardship put upon them ; on the con- 
trary, they will look upon it as a favour, ami 
would be glad that a much larger part of that 
fund were to be applied in the same manner.* 
This motion ought the rather to be agreed to^ 
more especially by those who have a regard tot 
the landed-interest, because we can thereby 
continue to the landed-gentlemen that ease 
which we granted them last year ; whereas if 

being no other means of providing for the cmv 
rent expences. 

" This motion justly occasioned a long afid 
violent debate, and the strength of the argu- 
ment undoubtedly lay on the side of opposi- 
tion. The whole substance of the reasons, 
which the minister could urge in- defence of 
this violation of his own principles, was the 
necessity .of giving ease to the landed interests 
and the dread of the public creditors to have 
their debts discharged. On this occasion he 
advanced this remarkable position, that the 
situation of the country, and the case, of the 
public creditors was altered so much since the 
establishment of the Sinking Fund, that the 
competition among them was not who should 
be the first, but who should be the last to be 
paid, an assertion, which none of the opposition* 
ventured co contradict, and therefore nray be 
considered as true. He also added, that al- 
though the Sinking Fund was established for 
the payment of the debts, yet it was still sub- 
ject to the disposal of parliament; and when- 
ever it appeared, that it could be more properly' 
and beneficially applied to some other use. the 
legislature had a power, and ought to dispose* 
of it in that manner. 

" On the other side, the opposition arguedV 
that the sacred deposit for discharging the 
debts and abolishing the taxes, ought not ta 
be applied to any use, except in cases of ex-, 
treme necessity, which were not now apparent; 
that the assenting to the motion was in fact 
robbing posterity qf 500,000/. and the progres- 
sive interest of that^sum, for a trifling ease to 
themselves. T*bey reminded him of his incon^ 
sistency, in destroying <his own darling project, 
and undermining the boasted monument of his 
own glory ; and sir John Barnard emphati- 
cally urged, ' that the author of sueh an ex^* 
pedient miyjt expect the curses of posterity.' 

" These argument?, however,, did not affect 
the decision of the House if Commons. / The>, 
influence of the minister, aided by the oo-ope-. 
ration of the landed, monied, and, popular in-, 
terests, triumphed over opposition; and the 
motion was carried by a majority of 1*16; 
Voice* ; 245 against 135." Case's Weluohv , 
4H 



ectuptry, met with such violent opposition, as 
jiutuced the minister to relinquish it. 
" rr When the House of Commons passed an 
act for the establishment of a fund for apply- 
ing the surplusses of duties and revenues to the 
liquidation of the National Debt, called in suV 
sequeat acts the Sinking Fund, the words to 
appropriate them to that purpose were as 
strong as could be found, 'to and for none 
4 other use, intent, or purpose whatsoever/ 

" During the whole reign of George the 
Sim it was invariably appropriated to its ori- 
ginal purposes, and rather than encroach upon 
ft) money was borrowed upqn new taxes, 
when the supplies in general might have been 
raised, by dedicating the surplusses of the bid 
taxes to the current services of the year. 
Even in the infancy of fhe establishment, 
when its operations were necessarily very con- 
fined, great advantages were derived even 
from this sm*H,surplus; the national interest 
was immediately reduced from 6 to 5 per cent.; 
750,000/. in old. exchequer bills were paid off 
m 1719: and it appeared, by the report of the 
fiouse pf Commons, that from 1717 to 1728, 
it had discharged 2,698,416/. and that its 
average amount was 1,200,000/. 

" It no sooner attained this progressive 
power, than its operations were suspended; 
Between 1727 and 1733, several encroach- 
ments were- made, either l?y alienating the 
takes which yielded the surplusses, or by charg- 
ing the interest of several loans upon the sur- 
plusses appropriated to the payment of the 
debt. But although this measure was in effect 
the seme as depriving it of gross sums (there 
being no difference between taking the annual 
interest of a sum, and that sum itself) yet as 
these encroachments were not literally direct 
invasions of the fund, they seem to have met 
with little opposition. 

... ** However, in 1733 an open attack was 
made. Half a million being voted for the ser- 
vice of the ensuing year, the minister proposed 
to take that sum from the Sinking Fund, and 
by that means to continue the tand tax at one 
shilling in the pound; adding, tjiat if this mo- 
fion should be objected to, he should move for 
a Land Tax of two shilling* in the pound, there 
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this motion shall appear not to be agreeable 
to the Committee, then I, or some other mem- 
ber of this House, must move for a Land-Tax 
of twp shillings in the pound, there not being, 
so far as I know, any other way or means left 
of providing for the current service of the 
year." 

Mr. William Pulteney hereupon made the 
following speech : 
Sir; 

Though I was aware of the motion now made 
by the honourable gentleman sitting near me,* 
yet I was in hopes that what he has now moved 
for, was not all be was to open this day to the 
Committee we are now in ; and therefore I 
shall conclude with a motion of a different kind 
from what the gentleman has been pleased to 
make to us. But, Sir, there is another thing, 
a very terrible affair impending ! A monstrous 
project ! Yea, more monstrous than has ever 
yet been represented ! It is such a project, as 
has struck terror into the minds of most gentle- 
men within this House, and into the minds of 
all men without doors, who have any regard to 
the happiness or the constitution of their coun- 
try, I mean, Sir, that monster, the Excise! That 
Ian of arbitrary power, which is expected to 
e laid before this House in the present sessions 
of parliament. This, I say, is expected, and 
therefore I km for having the whole of that gen? 
tleman's designs laid before this Committee at 
once, and a sufficient time given for us to con- 
sider the whole, before we come to a resolution 
on any part. 

Of late years gentlemen have been led, I do 
not know how, into a new method of proceed- 
ing in parliament, a method very different from 
what our ancestors did always observe. In 
former times, the general or particular griev- 
ances were first examined, considered, and re- 
dressed in parliament, before they entered upon 
the granting of any supplies; but lately we 
have been led into a method of granting all the 
money necessary for the public service, among 
the first things we do. The malt-tax bill, the 
land-tax bill, and such bills, are now in every 
session the first things that appear upon the 
Journals of this House ; and when these things 
are finished, the gentlemen in the administration 
generally lodk on the whole business of the ses- 
sion to be over. If this House should then 
enter upon any disagreeable inquiries into griev- 
ances, we might then perhaps be told, that the 
season was tod far spen$; that it was necessary 
for gentlemen to return home to mind their pri- 
vate affairs ; we might probably be obliged to 
defer to another session, what the welfare of 
this nation required to be determined in the 
present. I hope gentlemen will consider this, 
and that they will, again begin to follow the wise 
method observed by our ancestors, and keep 
some security in our own hands for our sitting, 
till we have heard and redressed all the griev- 
ances of our fellow-subjects. There are several 

* Mr. Pulteney always, though in opposition^ 
sat upon the Treasury Beach. 



things which we ought to examine into, befort 
this session shall be concluded. Does not every 
gentleman know ? Does not every , gentleman 
expect that there is an application to be made 
to us from the South-Sea Company? That 
Company has now made choice of a -set of 
honest proprietors to be the directors of their 
affairs; they are enquiring into the state of 
that Company's affairs, and they must inquire 
into the management of their affairs for some 
time past : In both these they will stand in 
need of a parliamentary relief, and in both it 
ought to be granted them. 

The honourable gentleman addresses himself 
in a very particular manner to the landed in* 
terest ; I hope every gentleman in this House 
has a regard for the landed interest ; but I hope 
the landed gentlemen of this House are not to 
be bullied into any ministerial jobs, by telling 
them, ihat if they do not a^ree to such^a mo- 
tion, a land tax of two shillings in the pound 
must be moved for. I hope, Sir, the landed 
gentlemen will never be induced to consent to 
any thing that may undo the nation, and over- 
turn the constitution for so small a bribe, so 
trifling a consideration, as that of being free 
from the payment of one shilling in the pound 
land-tax, and for one year only. The landed 
gentlemen of this nation have often ventured 
their all in their country's cause; and it is an 
indignity offered to them, to imagine, that pay- 
ing or not paying such a trifle as one shilling in 
the pound land-tax, will be of any weight with 
them, when it comes in competition with the 
welfare and happiness of their country. 

The Sinking-Fund, that sacred deposit for ex* 
tinguishmg the debts and abolishing the taxes, 
which lie so heavy on the trade and the people 
of this nation, ought never to be touched ; no 
consideration whatever ought to prevail with us 
to convert that fund to any use, but that for 
which it was originally designed. It has of late 
been too often robbed ; I beg pardon, sir, rob- 
bing is a harsh word, I will not say robbed ; but 
I must say, that upon several occasions there 
have been considerable sums snipped away 
from it : upon the demise of his late Majesty, a 
large sum was taken from the Sinking-Fund, 
and applied to the civil list : by the taking off 
the salt-duty, another large yearly sum was* 
taken away from that fund ; and the people 
are now again charged with that duty, but no 
restitution has been made to the sinking-fund.' 
Thus, Sir, there has been already a very large 
sum taken from it rft several times, and now it 
is proposed to snip Off it 500,000/. at once. At 
this rate, the people of this nation must for ever 
groan under the load of taxes they are now sub- 
ject to ; and our trade, as long ar we have any 
left, must labour under the difficulties and dis- 
couragements it is now exposed to. Is this? 
consistent with the welfare or happiness of the 
nation ? Is this the method by which the landed/ 
gentlemen are to be eased of one shilling in the 
pound land-tax ? 

The honourable gentleman has been called, 
and once had the vanity to call himself, the 
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father of the sinking-fund; but if Solomon's 
judgment was right, he who is thus for splitting 
and dividing the child can never be deemed to 
be the true father. ' He may claim, and I shall 
allow him the honour of being the father of two 
other children lately brought forth in this na- 
tion, a Standing-army, and an Excise ; but as 
for the Sinking-Fund, he seems now to renounce 
all pretences of being the father thereof. I 
shall not now enter farther into the merits of 
tne motion that the honourable gentleman has 
been pleased to make, because I hope a proper 
time will be allowed for gentlemen to consider 
of a question of so great consequence; and 
therefore I shall conclude with a motion for the 
chairman to leave the chair. Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up again, and made 
the following reply : 

Sir ; As for the gentleman's saying,, that I 
bad once the vanity of calling myself the father 
of the Sinking- Fund, I must say, that whether 
I was Tain of being thought so or no, I remem- 
ber a time when the establishing that fund was 
treated as a monstrous project, and then 1 was 
obliged to father it ; but no. sooner was it found 
out to be a good and a right thing, and a pro- 
ject that was both feasible and agreeable to the 
interest of this nation, but other gentlemen en- 
deavoured to rob the real father, whoever he 
was, of the glory of. being the father of that 
child. As for the other monstrous project so 
watch talked of, which some gentlemen now 
endeavour or shew ki so terrible a light, I 
doubt not but that in a little time it will appear 
i» a quite different shape to the impartial and 
unprejudiced part of the nation : Let it be 
what it will, I am resolved to propose it ; and 
if I have but a very little time, I shall lay it 
before you for your consideration : I have no 
doubt, but that upon a thorough examination, 
it will be found to be for the general interest of 
the nation, and for the advantage of every fair 
trader in particular ; and this I am so much 
convinced of, that I believe I may live to have 
it told me* that I was not the father of it, but 
that other people had thought of it before me. 
I never as yet was inclined to do that which I 
thought was ill ; I am afraid of doing so ; but 
I neve* shall be afraid of doing well ; I never 
shall be afraid of doing good, either to my 
country, or to private men, so far as is con- 
sistent with the interest of my country. As for 
the sums which have been taken from the sink- 
ing fond, and added to the civil list, they were 
not taken from it by me, they were taken from 
it by the authority of this House ; i was. only 
one of those who consented to it ; and parti- 
cularly as to the sum which was taken from the 
sinking fund upon the demise of the late king, 
and given to the civil list, the honourable 
gentleman who sits near me, agreed to it as well 
as I did ; both of us did agree to it, but our 
motives for agreeing were perlmps very dif- 
ferent. 

' The sinking fund was established for the 
payment of the debts of the nation, but still it 
was left subject to the disposal of parliament ; 



if upon any occasion it shall appear, that a part 
of it may be more properly applied to some 
other use/ the legislature has certainly a power 
to apply it in that manner, which they shall 
judge to be most for the public good, and for the 
interest of the nation in general. This is the 
proper question now under our consideration : 
we are now to determine, whether the sum of 
500,000/. shall be applied this year towards the 
ease of the landed interest, where it is very 
much wanted* where it is absolutely necessary 
to give some' relief ; or if the whole shall be this 
year applied towards the payment of the pub- 
lic creditors, who stand in no need of such 
payment, who do not so much as wish or de- 
sire it. This is the plain state of the question ; 
and I could hardly have expected tbaf this 
would have stood a debate. 

Sir John Barnard spoke next. 

Sir, As to the project, which the honourable 
gentleman on the floor seems* to be afraid ot 
being robbed of the glory of, I believe he may 
be very easy in that respect ; for whatever he 
has met with in other cases, be need not be 
under any apprehensions as to this ; for my 
part, I am so far from believing that, when . 
it appears in public, it will procure either ho- 
nour or glory to the first projector, whoever he 
be, that I am firmly convinced it will turn oufc 
to his eternal shame and dishonour ; and that 
the more the project is examined, and the con* 
sequences thereof considered, the more the pro- 
jector will be hated and despised. 

But as to the question now before us, it affords 
me a most melancholy consideration ; I own that 
the landed interest, as well as every other in- 
terest stands very much in need of relief; 1 allow 7 
that, by what the gentleman now proposes, 
the ; landed interest may meet with some im- 
mediate ease and I will likewise easily grant, 
that it may, in our present circumstances, bo 
agreeable to the creditors of the public ; bus 
while I have the honour to be a member of this 
House, I am not to consider the immediate 
ease of the landed interest in particular, nor 
the present pleasure of the pobttc creditors ; I 
am to consider the welfare of the nation in ge- 
neral, both as to the present and as to future) 
times ; and as I am convinced that what is now 
proposed will, in the long run, be contrary to 
the interest of the nation in general, I therefore 
must give my dissent thereto. 

In all affairs which come before this House, 
we are to have a due regard to posterity ; we 
are in honour and in duty bound to consider 
the future happiness of the nation, as well as 
the present ; and the question now before as is, 
whether we shall give a present ease to the 
landed-interest of one shilling in the pound land 
tax, by unjustly loading our posterity with the 
payment of 500,000/. and the interest thereof 
from this present year ? Or, whether we shall 
continue to pay the one shilling in the pound 
land tax, and thereby free the nation- of a debt 
of 500,000/. and ourselves and our posterity of 
a new debt of 20,000/. which must be yearly 
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incurred by this nation, for the payment of the 
interest upon that debt, till the principal suuv 
be satisfied and paid. This Is the question l>e- 
foi e us, and every man who has a regard to 
posterity or to the future happiness of his na-. 
tive country, must easily determine what side 
he is to take : this is the light it ought to be 
considered in ; and whoever considers it in this 
light, must conclude, that what is proposed is 
robbing our posterity of 500,000/. and the 
growing interest thereof for the sake of a trifling 
- present ease to ourselves. If the landed-inte- 
rest, or any interest, could be relieved by re- 
ducing the public expence, it would redound 
to the glory of him who had the honour of be- 
ing the author thereof; but to ease ourselves 
by loading our posterity, is a poor temporary 
expedient of short-sighted or self-interested po- 
liticians ; and the author of such an expedient 
must expect the curses of posterity, and can 
never expect present thanks from any, but such 
as are as short-sighted or as self-interested as 
himself. 

I hope I shall not now be taxed with affect- 
ing popularity, or with speaking provincially, 
or as a member forjthe city of London, as I 
, have toften been upon other occasions ; for as 
to, the present question, I consider it entirely in 
a national view. As a member of this House, 
I shall always look upon myself as one of the 
representatives of the people of Great Britain, 
and I hope every gentleman, who has the ho- 
nour pf being a member of this House, will al- 
ways do the same. I hope it will never be in 
the power of any man, to majce the landed -in- 
terest range themselves in opposition to the 
trading interest of this nation ; but if ever such 
a wicked design should take effect, if the mem- 
bers of this House should ever be brought to 
talk and to vote provincially, or as members 
for cities or boroughs, or members for counties; 
if the former were to join together against the 
latter, it is easy to determine on which side the 
majority would be* The honourable gentle- 
man who made the motion, now seems to aim 
at the .affectation of popularity among the 
landed gentlemen of this kingdom ; this I am 
really surprised at, # considering how often he 
has taxed me, and other members of this House, 
with the affectation of popularity, as a most 
heinous crime. 

The creditors of the public are, perhaps, at 
present unwilling to be paid off, because they 
nave a greater interest for their money from 
the public, than they can have any where else; 
this is one reason, but not the principal reason 
for it ; for the chief reason is, the method and 
manner of paying them. If a considerable 
part of their debts were to be paid at once, 
and a reasonable notice given to them of such 
payments being to be made, they could then 
make such an arrangement of their affairs, as 
to dispose of their money to as good an advan- 
tage for themselves, and much more to the ad- 
vantage of the trade of this nation : but in the 
present method of paying them, the payments 



are so small, and the warning so' short, that/ 
many of them do not well know how to dispose 
of the small sums they receive, and therefore 
they are unwilling to receive any. in that man- 
ner: however, let their inclinations be how- 
they please, it is certainly the interest of the 
nation to have them aM paid off, the sooner it 
is done, the happier it will be for the nation ; 
and therefore no part of what is appropriate,!) 
to their payment ought to be converted to any 
other use: their unwillingness to receive pay- 
ment, is so far from being an argument against 
paying them, that on the contrary it shews that 
they have a better bargain from the public, 
than tbey can in the same way have from any 
other person ; and therefore if it were possible 
to borrow money at a lower interest, if it were 
possible to add to the Sinking Fund, the public 
ought certainly to do it, in order to pay oft those 
who are now creditors of the public at so high 
a yearly interest. 

I hope it will be thought that I am sincere in 
what I say, since I am in every respect talking 
against my own private interest ; I have a part 
of my estate in land, otherwise I could notiiave 
a seat in this House ; and as a landholder, I 
ought, if I considered my own private interest, 
to be for the reducing of the land tax. I have 
another part of my estate in the public funds.; 
and consequently I ought to be as fond as other 
men of not being paid off, and of having as 
high an interest us I can possibly get from the 
public ; and the remaining part of my estate I 
have in trade, as to which also I speak against 
my own interest ; for as a trader I ought to be 
against the paying off of the public funds, be- 
cause the interest of money will be thereby 
reduced. Though it may seem a paradox, 
yet it is certaiu, that the higher the interest of 
money is in any country, the greater profit the 
private trader will always make ; for in a coun- 
try where the interest of money is high, the 
traders will be but few, the general stock in 
trade will be but small, but every man, who is 
a trader, roust make a great profit of what 
money he has in trade. _ 

Mr. Danvers, member for Bramber, stood 
up in behalf of the motion made by sir Robert 
Walpole, and said, That he was so far from 
seeing the least inconvenience in what that ho- 
nourable member had proposed ; that consi- 
dering bow little occasion there was for paying 
off any of the public debts, he was surprised at 
his modesty in asking so little from the Sinking 
Fund ; that had he asked the whole, it would 
have been but reasonable to have given it, 
since it is. for the support of a government, 
under which we enjoy so many blessings : that 
the landed gentlemen bore the greatest share 
of the late war, by which all those funds were 
created, out of which- the plumb-men ofr the 
city of London have made most of their es- 
tates : that the lauded interest having thus la- 
boured long under the greatest distress, they 
ought to embrace every opportunity to give it 
some relief. 
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Sir William Wyndham * spoke against the 
motion : 

Sir, ; 
Though I hare the honour to sit in ibis 

* " Sir. William Wyndham was then in the 
vigour of his intellects, aud it very extraordi- 
nary man he was. When very young, be gave 
bat few indications of the great character to 
which he afterwards arrived in speaking ; and 
k is not too bold to say, that since the days of 
Charles 1. no man in that House, at that time, 
had equalled him in eloquence. He had al- 
ways great meaning in what he spoke, hut as 
be was always very full of argument, he some- 
times launched so far into digression, that he 
has been known to ask pardon of the House, 
and fairly to Qwn, that he had forgot the point 
to which ha was speaking. He then sat down, 
and so great was the indulgence of the House, 
that upon recollecting himself, he was heard 
with pleasure when he rose up again, and re- 
sumed his subject. When he spoke coolly, he 
was ungraceful ; for, with all the eloquence of 
Demosthenes, he had some of his imperfections, 
particularly that of a stammering in his speech ; 
but when he had got the better of his natural 
phlegm, by being a little heated in the argu- 
ment, he exerted wonderful powers of elo- 
quence. . v 

" As to his political character, he lias been 
greatly misrepresented. Queen Anne inte- 
rested herself in his education ; and when he 
was very young, he undoubtedly fell into com- 
pany, and imbibed principles, very unfavoura- 
ble to the present establishment. Reading and 
reflection, however, rectified his judgment, and 
indeed his- heart ; for though he could never 
get the better of his personal prejudice against 
the minister, yet it is certain «t the time we 
are now treating of, he had as great a contempt 
for jacobitism, and was as truly constitutional 
in his principles, as any subject the King had. 
It is to be lamented, that on account of his 
former engagements, the ministry bad con- 
ceived equal prejudice against him ; so that 
bis great talents, his experience, and thorough 
knowledge of the constitution, were of more 
use to the opposition, than they were of service 
to his country." Tindal. 

u Sir William Wyndham was descended from 
an ancient family of that name, which seems to 
have taken its surname from Wymondham, or 
Wyndham in Norfolk, and which afterwards 
settled at Felhrigge in the same county. By 
the marriage of sir John Wyndham in the reign 
of Edward the sixth, with the daughter of John 
Sydenham of Orchard, the elder line was esta- 
blished at Orchard, hence called Orchard Wynd- 
ham, in the' county of Somerset. Sir William 
Wyndham, the person under consideration, was 
lineally descended from this line. He was born 
in 1686, and on the death of his father sir Ed- 
ward, succeeded to the title of baronet, to a 
very considerable estate, and to the distinction 
and influence which his family had possessed in 
the western counties of England, lie increased 
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House as a knight of a shire, yet I look on my- 
self as one of (.he representatives of the. whole 
body of the people of England; and therefore 
I shall never endeavour to find out « distinc- 



his consequence by espousing in 1708, lady' 
Catherine Seymour, second daughter of Charles, 
duke of Somerset Born of a tory family, and 
imbued from his early infancy with' notions of 
divine and indefeasible right, he was adverse -to 
the interruption of the lineal descent, and uni- 
formly opposed the establishment of the succes- 
sion in the house of Brunswick. In the reign 
of queen Anne, he was brought forwards into 
public employment at a very early age by hit 
friend Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in habits 
of the strictest intimacy, and by whose brilliant 
talents he was seduced Into similar excesses of 
pleasure and gallantry. Under the administra- 
tion of Harley, he was made successively master 
of the buck hounds, secretary at war, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. His principles in fa- ' 
vour of the restoration of the Stuarts were so 
well known, that on the accession of George 
the first, he had no official employment, and in 
1715, he was imprisoned in the Tower, until the 
conclusion of the rebellion. In July 1716, he 
was released under the bail of the dukes of 
Somerset and Richmond, the earls of Rochester 
and Thomond, and lord Gower. He died in 
1740; his son, sir Charles Wyndham, on the 
death of the duke of Somerset, succeeded to 
the title of earl of Egremont." Coxe's Walpole* 
u Another person who acted a very conside- 
rable part in this opposition to Walpole, was sir ' 
William Wyndham,- as a leader of the .tories, 
such of them,- at least, who were not averse 
to come with their party, into power and offices 
under the present royal family. In the latter, 
part of oueen Anne's reign, he had been secre- 
tary at war and chancellor of the exchequer, 
though a very young man, raised so bigtr in the » 
world against the opinion of it by the favour of 
my lord Bolingbroke, with whom be lived in an 
intimacy of pleasures and gallantries as well as 
business ; and from 1 his attachment and grati- 
tude to him (which he ever preserved) and from 
patty violence and the heat of his youth had en- 
gaged in the rebellion of 1715, but escaped any 
punishment texcept that of a short confinement, 
by the consideration then had of the noble fa- 
mily he had married into, and who had great 
merit with the king and his family. He con- 
tinued, however, in all the measures of his party 
against the government, and by frequent speak- 
ing in publip and greacapplication to business, 
and the constant instruction he still received from 
his friend, and as it were his master, especially in 
foreign affairs, he became from a very disagree- 
able speaker and little knowing in business to 
be one of the most pleasing and able speaker* 
of his time, wore ont all the prejudices of party, 
grew moderate towards the dissenters, against* 
whom** he once bore a most implacable hatred, v 
studied and understood the nature of govern- 
ment and the constitution of his country, and 
found such a new set of principles with regard 
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tioo, between tbe interest of the landed gentle- 
men and that of tbe nation in general; such 
' endeavours I know to be vain, and whoever 
does endeavour it, will soon find himself disap- 
pointed in bis design.' I know that since last 
session ef parliament, it has been roost indus- 
triously given about in the county, which I have 
the honour to represent, 4 O gentlemen ! The 
* knight of your shire was against easing you of 
' one shilling in the pound land tax/ Whether 
this was done with a design to do me service or 
disservice, I shall not determine; but if it was 
done with design to do me a disservice, I shall 
leave those who did it to brag of their success. 
For my own part, J am so conscious that my 
behaviour in that affair last session of parlia- 
ment was right, that were I to plead merit with 
ray constituents upon any one vote I ever gave 
in this House, it would be upon my way of 
voting in that very affair ; for I shall always be 
against sacrificing the public happiness of tbe 



to the public* and from them grew to think that 
tbe religion and liberties of the nation, so much 
depended on the support of the present family 
on the throne, that he lost all confidence with 
tbe jacobites, and die most rigid of the to- 
nes, and it is thought would have left them en- 
tirely if he could have stood the reproach of 
that in his own country, or could have main- 
tained a prevailing interest there without tbem : 
and upon that footing would willingly have 
come into a new Whig administration upon the 
exclusion of sir Robert Walpole, with whom he 
would never have acted, and with the admission 
of some few of his tory friends, who in company 
with him would willingly also have left their par- 
ty for such a change, swayed not a little perhaps 
in this by observing that no other road would 
lead them to those honours and preferments in 
the state, which it was just for men of abilities, 
to expect, and a folly to exclude themselves and 
their families from, when they could take them 
as they thought without hurt to their principles 
and their characters. But he: did not live long 
enough to have this happen to him. 

" He was, in my opinion, the most made for 
a great man of any one that I have known in 
this age. Every thing about him seemed great. 
There was no inconsistency in his composition, 
all the parts of his character suited, and were a 
help to one another. There was much of grace 
and dignity in his person, and the same in 
his speaking. He bad no acquirements of learn- 
ing, .but his eloquence improved by use, was 
strong, full* and without affectation, arising 
chiefly from his clearness, propriety, and argu- 
mentation, in the method of which last, by a sort 
of induction almost peculiar to himself, he had 
a force beyond any man I ever heard in public 
debates. He had not the vivacity of wit and 
pleasantry in his speeches so entertaining in 
the former person, but there was a spirit and 
power in his speaking, that always animated 
himself and his hearers,' and with the decoration 
of his* manner, which was indeed very orna- 
mental, produced not only the most attentive, 
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nation, or the security^ of our constitution, to 
any such mean and sordid views as that of a 
little present ease in the land tax ; and I hope 
every landed gentleman, whom I have the, ho- 
nour to represent, is now and always will be of 
the same opinion. 

The Sinking Fund is a Fund I have always 
had the greatest veneration for; I look on k as 
a sacred Fund,' appropriated to the relieving 
the nation from that load of debts and taxes it 
now groans under ; I take it to be so absolutely 
appropriated to that use, that if upon any press- 
ing and unlooked-for emergency, we should be 
necessarily obliged to borrow a little from it, 
the same with interest ought to be repaid by 
some tax to be raised within the year. I have, 
indeed, been always afraid that some enter- 
prizing minister might be tempted to seize 
upon it, or some part. of it, in time of war; but 
I little dreamt of seeing any attempts made* 
upon it in a time of the most profound tran- 



respectful, but even a reverend regard to what- 
ever be spoke. 

" He was besides generally serious, and al- 
ways decent, never positive, and often conde- 
scending, though sometimes severe and pointed. 
There was indeed great decorum through his 
whole carriage, and no man ever contributed 
more than he did to the dignity of parliament. 
Had he been a minister in his latter days, I am 
satisfied, he would have had tbe same decorum 
in office as he had in parliament, and he had 
that civility and good breeding in his demeanor, 
that made him as fit for a court as any. other 
situation, and his abilities would hare made him 
equal to any. He had certainly great notions, 
and, appeared to have a high regard to the prin- 
ciples of honour and justice. It has been sard, 
that be was haughty and passionate, and would 
have carried his power too high, and I am 
afraid it was tbe weakness he was most liable 
to' fall into. Those who spoke most of this, 
took their thoughts of him chiefly from what 
they remembered of him in his younger days, 
when it is very true he had too much of this 
temper ; but as far as I could observe, he was 
much changed in this as be was in his princi- 
ples and other things, and surely no man in 
general was ever less in bis advanced age of 
what he had been in his youth, than he seemed 
to be. But as he was not without his fears too, 
and some desire of fame, they from Ins know- 
ledge also of tbe world would have been some 
restraint upon the other, and if so, his state 
might only have procured that respect which is 
always due and necessary to government. 
What bis firmness in great trials would have 
been, I cannot say. He was certainly of a 
very high spirit, and that with power well ma- 
naged might have supported .him under any 
difficulties. If I have spoken too highly of 
htm, it must be imputed to the great opinion I 
conceived of him in tbe Jlouse of Commons, 
where I never saw him fail of being a great 
man." Speaker Onslow's Remarks on the Con- 
duct of Opposition : CoxeV Walpole, 
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quilhty. It is to me a melancholy considera- 
tion^ to think of the present vast load of the 
national debt; a debt of no less than forty-five 
millions and upwards, and tnat all contracted 
since the Revolution ! This must be a melan- 
choly consideration to every gentleman, that 
has any concern for his country's happiness > 
but if the motion now made to us shall be 
agreed to, how dismal will this consideration 
be rendered, when we reflect upon the little 
appearance that there will then be of this debt's 
ever being paid ? Is the public expence never 
to be lessened ? Are the people of England al- 
ways to pay the same heavy and grievous 
taxes ? surely, Sir, if there is ever a time to be 
looked for of easing the people of this nation 
the present is the time for doing it : But when 
I reflect upon what was done last session of 
Parliament I am really afraid of proposing any 
relief for tbe poor manufacturers and labourers 
of , this nation; I do not think we can trust 
ourselves. The salt duty was taken off by this 
House as a tax the most grievous to the la- 
bourer and to the poor of this nation, and the 
SinkingFund was thereby diminished : for the 
relief of the poor we did consent to this en- 
croachment on that sacred Fund ; but that 
very tax was again laid on, because some gen- 
tlemen pretended to have found out, that the 
landed gentlemen of England were poorer than 
the poor. At this rate the whole Sinking Fund 
may by degrees be exhausted, and the poor of 
the nation not relieved from any one tax they 
now groan under. 

' Last year the salt duty was laid on for three 
years, in lieu* of one shilling in the pound land 
tax for one year, and this was pretended to be a 
relief to the landed interest ; but it was then 
evidently made appear, that it was no relief 
even to any landed gentleman in England, un- 
less he was a man of a plentiful land estate ; 
and it was then also made appear, that the peo- 
ple of the nation were to pay above a million, 
for the 500,000/. then saved in the pockets of 
the landed gentlemen. And now this year the 
sura of 500,000/. is to be taken from the sink* 
ing fund, in lieu of one shilling in the pound 
land tax ; this is likewise pretended to be a re- 
lief,, but, upon a strict examination, it will be 
found to be much such another relief as that of 
last year. We are to save this year in the 
pockets of the landed gentlemen 500,000/. but 
this sum must hereafter be paid by the nation 
some time or other. If it be paidnextyear, we 
then pay 520,000/. for it; if not untill two 
years hence we pay upwards of 540,000/. and 
if it is not paid till fifteen or sixteen years hence, 
by computing interest upon interest which in 
such cases must always be done, the nation 
must then pay above a million for the 500,000/. 
ease, now pretended to be given to the landed 
gentlemen. This is the least sum that it will 
cost the nation ; but if to this we add what 
might be saved by the abolishing of some of 
those taxes, which now lie heavy upon trade and 
which cost the nation more in levying than the 
neat produce ever amounts to ; then it will ap- 



pear that the nation must be infinitely a greater 
loser by this ease now pretended to be given to 
the landed interest. Let any landed gentleman 
consider this, and at the same time consider, 
that the lands of Great Britain stand ultimately 
obliged to pay all the debts we owe, in case our 
present funds should fail, which they may pro- 
bably do by the decay of our trade, if it conti- 
nues long uuder the difficulties it at present la- 
bours under ; let any landed gentleman, I say, 
consider this ; and then let him determine whe- 
ther he and his posterity owe thanks to the gen- 
tlemen, who now preten'd to be so great friends 
to the landed interest. < 

What can those gentlemen say, who are thus 
for loading posterity ? Can they imagine that 
there will ever be a time of more profound tran- 
quillity ? Can they imagine that there will ever 
be a less occasion for public expence? Or can 
they imagine that our posterity will be in much 
better circumstances tnan we are ? I am sure, if 
we suppose the last, we must shew more regard 
to the trade of the nation than has heen sbeWn 
for some time past ; we must think of relieving 
the poor tradesmen and manufacturers from the 
many and various kinds of taxes they now 
groan under ; and we must avoid all occasions 
of loading the public with the payment of inter- 
est, by providing within the year for the current 
service of the year : to this the motion now 
made is directly contrary; for the not paying 
off of an old debt is the same with contracting 
a new ; and subjects the nation to the same ex- 
pence with respect to the payment of interest. 
But I shall not trouble gentlemen any farther 
upon this subject at present, because I hope we 
shall have another day to consider of this qties- 
, tion ; and therefore I shall conclude with se- 
conding the motion for tbe chairman's leaving 
the chair. 

Mr. Scrope* said, That tbe motion was no 
other than an alternative either to take tbe mo- 
ney from tbe sinking fund, or to take it from , 
the landed gentlemen, upon whom the burthen 
i must immediately lie. That even supposing 
the honourable gentleman's calculations and 
resages to be true, he must admit, that bt 
eeping the money in the pockets of the landed 
gentlemen, the interest accumulated to them 
likewise in the same manner as it must do to the 
creditors of the government. That this was 
an immediate saving, which might be of much 
more service to them (who must be considered 
as part, nay, the most respectable part of the 
public) than the pay of the interest, to which 
all the public indiscriminately contribute can 
be of detriment to the nation, especially reflect- 
ing upon the great resources the government 
might probably hereafter find, considering the 
flourishing state of the commerce and the credit 
of the kingdom, and which, as it encreased, 
must, in any event, enable the landed gentle- 
men hereafter to pay with more facility than 
they could be supposed to do at that present 
time. 
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Mr. Henry Pelham, said : 
Sir, - ' ' 

As other gentlemen have their melancholy 
considerations, so I have mine ; the most me- 
lancholy consideration I have is, that notwith-, 
standing our having a goverumeu t, under which 
we enjoy our laws, our liberties, and our reli- 
gion, to the utmost extent ; yet it is absolutely 
necessary to put the nation to a very great an- 
nual charge, in order to support that govern- 
ment against the foreign enemies of both our 
constitution and religion, supported and en- 
couraged by our factions and divisions at home: 
this is the reason that we cannot, by a saving 
in the public charge, give that ease to the land- 
ed interest, which is become absolutely neces- 
sary to be given ; and since we cannot, with 
any safety to the constitution, or to the present 
happy establishment, give that ease by a saving 
in the public annual expence, we must there- 
fore resolve to give it in that manner which will 
be least burthensome to /the people, and that 
I take to be the method which is now proposed 
to us. t * 

Gentlemen may talk as they please of what was 
done in last session of Parliament, but I can say 
that in all places where I have since been, I 
have had the pleasure of receiving the universal 
thanks of the people, for the ease then given to the 
landed interest; and whatever gloss may now 
be put upon that affair, yet I know that some 
gentlemen, who appeared against it, were heard 
to say at the time that that affair, was first men- 
tioned, ' This is a most damnable project ! It 
' will please the country too much, and there- 
* fore we must endeavour to render it abortive.' 
I will, indeed, do the gentlemen the justice to 
believe, that they then spoke as they thought; 
and they then did what they could to prevent 
the success of a dtsigu, by which his Majesty's 
administration has gained the favour and the 
esteem of the generality of the landholders in 
England. 

I have as great a regard for posterity and for 
the future happiness of the nation, as any gen- 
tleman in this' house ; and therefore I shall 
never be against any thing, that is absolutely 
necessary for conveying to posterity the many 
blessings we now enjoy under the present happy 
establishment. What is now proposed is not a 
throwing of any new load upon posterity ; it is 
only a disposing of that money which always has 
been, and still is at "the disposal of Parliament: 
we have a right to dispose of it ih that manner 
which we we think most conducive to the gene* 
ral interest of the nation : and what isuow pro- 
posed is only an exercising of that right, and 
thereby granting an ease to the most oppressed 
part of his Majesty's subjects, at a time when 
there is no pressing demand for applying the mo- 
ney, either to that use for^which it waj at first, 
intended, or to any other use whatever. This 
is a 'question that, in my opinion, requires no 
time to consider of; it is granted by every gen- 
tleman Who has spoke in this debate, that the 
creditors of the public do not desire to have 
their money ; and it is likewise granted that 



1M\—Ikltate <m issuing >-£.5OO]60(> [I2M 

the landed interest stand in great need of relief; 
it cannot therefore be doubted, but that tke 
Parliament may, and ought to apply- at least a 
part of that, which is not so much aa wished for 
by the public creditors, to the relief of those 
who are now in so great distress, especially since , 
no relief can If given to them by any other 
means ; for which reason,. I shall be for agree- 
ing with the motion made by the honourable 
gentleman near me. 

Mr. Waller stood up next, and spoke against 
the motion as follows : 

' Sir, 

It is known, I believe, by every gentleman 
in the House, that Scotland pays little- or no- 
part of what is raised for the use of the Sin king- 
Fund, and for the small part they do, or ought 
to contribute towards that Fund,-they have al- 
ready received an equivalent ; so that by what 
is now proposed to us, that part of the nation 
is not to contribute a shilling towards this 
500,000/. which is to be applied for the current * 
service of the year : now* I should be glad to 
know, by what article of the union they are to 
be free from paying any part of so large a sum, 
for the current service of the year. I find, by 
some accounts called for, and now lying on-our 
table, that there has been J)ut a very little 
paid by the people ot that part of the island, to- 
wards the support of the government ; and, I 
believe that the little that has been paid, ba# 
generally been distributed away among them* 
selves, in pensions, rewards, and gratuities. 

Mr. Taylor, member for Petersfield, observed* 
That there are some people in ttte nation, who 
the more they owe the greater advantage thej 
make, and the richer they grow ; such . are the 
bankers: that by the motion made to the House 
one would imagine some gentlemen took the 
case of the nation to be the same ; but for bit 
part, he could not think so, and therefore dif- 
fered from the motion. 

Then the question was put, That the Speaker 
should leave the chair ; which being passed in 
the Negative, by 245 against 135, the question 
was put upon the first motion, and carried 
without any division : afcer which it was re- 
solved, without opposition, " That towards 
raising the Supply_granted to his Majesty, the 
sum of one shilling in the pound be laid upon 
land for the year 1733." 

Feb. 26. The above Resolutions of the Com- 
mittee were reported to the House ; and a 
motion being made, for agreeing with the Corar 
raittee as to the first Resolution, the same was 
opposed by 

Mr. Sandys, who on that occasion spoke as 
follows".* - 

Mr. Speaker. 
Notwithstanding the long debate that was 
in the Committee upon this Resolution, yet % 
cannot now let it pass without taking notice o/ 
the bad consequences it may be attended witji. 
The perpetual method heretofore, of providing 
fox the current service, of $e year, tws been tft 
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grant annual- supplies tb be raised by taxes 
which were granted for that purpose, and con- 
ic qnentjy were granted only for one year: at 
the" expiration of that year they were at an end, 
and none of the officers of the crown durst 
pretend to levy them any longer on the people 
ft would have been high treason for any officer 
to levy- any such tax, after the expiration of the 
year for which it was granted by parliament. 

this method out kings have always been 
Under a necessity of calling parliaments fre- 
quently ; if the King wanted a, supply, there 
was 1 not a tax subsisting by law, out of which 
hV cotild get' it, and therefore he was obliged 
to- call a parliament to grant him a new supply, 
and tb impose « new annual tax for that pur- 
pose; of this nature is the land-tax; it has al- 
ways been one of those taxes which were grant- 
ed' for the current service of the year, and for 
chat reason has never been granted for more 
than one year at a time. But what are we now 
about to do? VW are going to depart from this 
Itedable method always observed by our an- 
cestors ; we' are going to give up that tax 
wtten we have always in our own hands, and 
wfrifchwe 1 may grant or not as we; see occasion ; 
arttFin the room thereof we are going to substi- 
tute a tax^ or at least a method of providing for 
the current service of the year, which we nave 
not in our power ; the taxes by which the Sink- 
ing- Fbnd is raised, being all granted for ever, 
and may be levied on the people without any 
new authority from Parliament. By tliis me- 
thod we clearly point out a way, by which some 
ftture ambitious prince may provide forthe cur- 
rent service of the year, without the assistance 
of Parliament ; from whence he may judge that 
parliaments are unnecessary, and will certainly 
lay them aside as soon as he finds them trou- 
blesome: By those taxes granted for the Sink- 
ing Fund, which his officers may levy accord- 
ing to the la ws in being, he finds himself pro- 
vided of a revenue sufficient to support his go- 
vernment, without the assistance of parliaments, 
and therefore he will resolve to govern without 
them, if they but once begin to thwart any of 
bis- measures. 

I know it will be told me, that it would be as 
illegal and criminal, to apply the revenue of 
the sinking-fund to the current service of the 
year, without the authority of Parliament, as it 
would/be to levy taxes without any such autho- 
rity: put there is af very great difference 
between the two cases : in levying a tax con- 
trary to law, every officer employed knows 
that he acts with a rope about his neck, and 
therefore it would be difficult for the most 
powerful prince to get officers that would be 
employed in the levying such taxes; whereas 
in levying those' taxes appropriated to the 
sinking-fund, every under- officer acts according 
tb law, there is no man guilty of any crime as to 
the levying of them ; there are none guilty but 
« few of the chief officers, who agree to or con- 
nive at the misapplication. 

Another material difference there is between 
those two cases. The levying of any tax; con- 

yoL. viii. 



trary to law, gives immediately the alarm to 
the wjwle nation both poor and rich ; every 
man thinks he is roobed of his property, if he 
is obliged to pay the most trifling tax, without 
the authority of Parliament ; and as the whole 
people in the nation would on such an occasion 
take the alarm, so' it would be easy to stop such 
a prince in the beginning of his tyrannical 
career, before he could have time to fix himself 
in arbitrary power. But though an ambitious 
prince and his ministers should misapply the 
produce of the sinking-fund, by converting it to 
the current service of the year, the' body of the 
people would be no ways alarmed ; they would 
not think themselves any way hurt, because 
they would find that they were not obliged to 
pay any taxes, but those which they knew 
to- be due by law ; on the contrary, they would 
probably be well pleased with the new sort of 
government, because they would find them- 
selves, for some time at least, free from the 
payment ef those taxes which had formerly 
been annually raised by Parliament; and thus, 
before the body of the people could be made 
sensible of the tyranny they were under, the 
arbitrary power of the prince would be esta- 
blished, and the fetters of slavery riveted upon 
the people. I cannot but dread the conse- 
quences of the resolution now before us, and 
therefore I could not let slip this opportunity of 
again declaring my dissent to it. 

Mr. Sbippen then rising up, Mr. Danvers* 
moved for clearing the galleries of all such 
as were not members, which being done ac- 
cordingly, 

Mr. Shippen made the following speech : 
Mr. Speaker, 

There was no occasion for so great and 
solemn a preparation for what I have to say; 
but as I did not take the liberty to give you 
any trouble in the committee, I will now oeg 
leave to say a few words to the question before 
us. 

I have, in many former debates in this 
House, beard parliamentary faith often men- 
tioned, and much insisted on. Particularly I 
remember, that last session of Parliament, 
when it was proposed that Scotland should pay 
equally with England, towards a duty which 
was then raised, or rather revived, and applied 
to the current service of the 'year, a certain' 
honourable gentleman told us, and insisted 
much upon it, that it was a breach of Parlia- 
mentary faith. I wonder to see that gentle- 
man, who was last year so nice an observer 
of Parliamentary faith, now so forward for com- 
mitting what I take to be a real breach of 
Parliamentary faith. 

I remember the time when the law, which 
we are now going to break through, wag 
brought into this House; I remember that the 
gentleman, who brought it in, introduced it 
with the greatest solemnity : he told us, that it 
was to be looked on as a fundamental lew of 
the realm, and that therefore it was to be al- 
ways-had in the greatest reverence and esteem; 
41 
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that ho attempt was ever to be made for en- 
croaching upon or altering "it ; that it .was a law 
which was always to be deemed sacred; and 
that the surpluses or excesses of the funds 
thereby established were always to be religiously . 
preserved, and appropriated to the paying off 
the debts of the natiou. He then said, That it 
was upon the strict and religious observance of 
this law, that the credit and the future hap- 
piness and glory of this nation entirely de- 
pended ; and in pursuance of what he said, 
the words of the law were made very plain and 
express, * That all the excesses and surpluses 
' there mentioned, should be appropriated to 

* the discharging fhe principal and interest of 
' such national debts, as were incurred before 
' the 25th of December 1716, and were de- 
' dared to be national debts, and not provided 
' for by Parliament, in such manner as should 
' be directed by any future act, aud to or for 

* no other use whatever.' 

These are the words of that law, and by 
these words it is plain, that the Sinking-fund is 
not absolutely at the disposal of Parliament; 
the Parliament may direct what debts are to be 
paid off, but the Parliament cannot direct those 
surpluses and excesses to any other use besides 
that of paying the national debts before the 
year 17 16, without repealing that law ; and as 
"all the public creditors have as much a right to 
have their principal paid ,as their interest, we 
certainly cannot divert that fund which is ap- 
propriated foe the payment of their principal, 
without their consent, .no more than we can 
divert those funds which are appropriated to- 
wards the payment of their interest ; it is a 
breach of Parliamentary faith in the one case as 
well as in the other. It is to be presumed, 
that it was upon the faith of this law, that so 
many became soon afterwards purchasers of 
our public funds, by which we have since been 
enabled to reduce the interest payable upon 
them, and have thereby considerably increased 
this same sinking-fund ; and can it be said, that 
Parliamentary faith is observed towards those 
purchasers, if without their consent that law 
be broke through, which was the greatest, 
perhaps the only temptation for them to 
purchase ? 

I am really surprized to hear gentlemen argue 
as they do upon the present subject ; but I re- 
member that the author of^ or at least he who 
brought in that law, was a country-gentleman, 
and therefore I do not at all wonder to see a 
minister of state endeavour to tear down any 
monument, that was erected by a country-gen- 
tleman ; hut I would have gentlemen reflect, 
that he that puiis down a monument of glory, 
erects thereby to himself a monument of infa- 
my. For my part, I have always been a coun- 
try-gentleman in this House: I am afraid, 
afraid I ought not to say, for I desire to con- 
tinue always tube a country-gentleman; and 
therefore I am for preserving entire and in- 
violated this monument of glory, wbic}} w,as 
erected by an honest country gentleman ; and 
for this reason I cannot agree with the Com- 
*lu«t hi the resolution now before us* 



Sir WiUiam Yonge spoke next : 

Mr. Speaker, ' 

As we had the sentiments of most gentlemen 
on the subject now before us when in the com- 
mittee, I was in hopes that the resolution would 
now have been agreed to without any farther 
debate, but I find it is otherwise. A^i honoura- 
ble gentleman over the way pretends to be in 
great fear, and to dread dangerous conse- 
quences from this resolution ; 'but how he or 
any other gentleman can be at present . under 
any such apprehension, I cannot comprehend; 
there cannot be the least reason, or so much as 
any colour of reason for such, as long as the 
present royal family possesses the throne of 
these kingdoms ; it can, never be suspected that 
his present Majesty, or any of his illustrious 
family, will ever think parliaments useless, or 
make any attempt for laying them aside ; such 
a thing might, indeed, very probably happen, if 
by a revolution, a revolution I say, for I shall 
never give it the name of a restoration, the Pre- 
tender to his Majesty's crown, or any of his 
descendents, should get the possession of the 
throne; the creditors of the public might then, 
indeed, despair of ever having either their prin- 
cipal or their interest; they would then be told 
that none of the public debts ought to be paid* 
because they were all contracted without any 
legal authority, and for keeping the rightful 
heirYrom the crown : parliamentary faith would 
then, indeed, be laughed at, and those taxes, 
which are now appropriated and faithfully ap- 
plied to the payment of the public creditors, 
would then be all at once converted to the 
support of tyranny and arbitrary power. 

This would certainly be the fatal conse- 
quences of such an unhappy revolution ; but 
how invidious is it so much as to suspect any 
such design in his Majesty, or any of his family 
who shall succeed to t$e crown ; their title, 
their right to the crown, flows from the autho- 
rity of parliament, and entirely depends upon 
the preservation of our present happy constitu- 
tion ; how then can it be supposed that they 
will destroy parliaments, since by the destruc- 
tion of them, they would certainly destroy 
themselves? But I find those groundless jea- 
lousies and fears are pretended not only in this 
House, but they are industriously spread through 
all parts of the nation ; for I had myself a letter 
lately from the corporation I have the honour 
to represent, desiring me not to consent to any 
extension of the excise-laws, because our parlia- 
ments would be thereby rendered useless : this 
letter came to me by the post, but by whom is 
was wrote, I do not know; however, from 
thence I conclude, that it has been represented 
to the people in that country, that if a certain 
scheme now upon the anvil should succeed, 
parliaments would be rendered quite useless, 
and would be laid aside. The vulgar and the 
ignorant people may be possessed with such 
fears ; such pretences may be made* use of 
among them, but 1 little expected to have 
heard any such arguments made use of in this 
House. , 
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I am, indeed, surprised to hear it so much as 
insinuated that the present resolution is any 
breach of parliamentary faith, or that the pub- 
lic creditors have a right to demand that no 
part of the sinking fund can be applied to any 
thing but to their payment. The case of the 
Sinking Fund is very different Trom those taxes 
which are appropriated towards the payment of 
their interest; -ft was upon the faith of this last 
appropriation, that they lent their money, and 
therefore they cannot be diverted to any other 
use without their consent; but the Sinking 
Fond was established long after, there was no 
money lent to the public by any man upon the 
faith ef that Fund; and therefore it is entirely 
at the disposal of parliament ; the legislature 
may convert it to any use they please, without 
the consent of any man, or of any body of men ; 
as to the disposal thereof, we are under no re- 
straint but that of the public good; and as I 
am convinced that what is proposed by this 
resolution is the best thing we can do for the 
public good, therefore I shall be for agreeing 
with our Committee. 

Mr. • William Pulteney replied : 
Mr. Speaker, 

The fears, which my honourable friend has 
expressed, are most just and reasonable, how- 
ever groundless they may at present appear to 
the gentleman who spoke last. His present 
Majesty is known to us, we know thai all his 
designs are just and honourable, and we know 
that he will not allow himself to be misled by 
any guilty minister ; he is too good to think of 
trampling upon the rights and liberties of the 
subject, for the sake of protecting any high 
criminal whatever. But we cannot certainly 
know what is to happen hereafter ; we cannot 
depend on the dispositions, the humours, or 
the designs of all the princes, even of the pre- 
sent royal family, that may in course succeed 
to ode another. ^ Who knows but a prince not 
yet born may arise, even of the present royal 
family, who finding himself possessed of a re- 
venue, which he may raise by virtue of the 
laws in being, and which he knows to be suf- 
ficient for the support of his government, wjth- 
out any assistance from parliaments, may from 
thence conclude, that parliaments are useless 
to him, and therefore resolve to lay them aside? 
The present royal family has as good a right to 
the crown, as ever any family had that swayed 
the sceptre of this kingdom ; their right to the 
crown no more depends upon parliaments, than 
the right of any former royal family ever did ; 
and yet we know, that some of our former 
kings have bad views of overturning the rights 
and the liberties of the people. The only bar- 
rier against such designs, is td take all proper 
care that it shall never be in any future prince's 
power; This is what has hitherto preserved our 
liberties, and this is our only security in time to 
some. 

The honourable gentleman has, I do not 
know bow, lugged the Pretender into this de- 
bate ; I am sure the mentioning of that bug- 
kear was as foreign to the subject io hand, as it 



ever can be to any debate that can happen in 
this House ; But is 1 the Pretender the only per- 
son we have to fear ? No, there is no prince 
in Europe from whom we have less to fear thou 
from him ; he has so little, power or interest in 
this nation, that 'our liberties can never he in 
any danger from him, and I hope the piesent 
royal family will always be so fully possessed of 
the hearts and affections of the people, that it 
never will be in the Pretender's power to do us 
any harm. The only hopes 'he can ever have 
must arise from the arbitrary designs of the 
prince Upon the throne, and therefore we ou^ht 
carefully to avoid all those measures, which 
may give a foundation for the forming of any 
such designs in time to come. 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next against the 
motion : ~ 
Mr. Speaker, 

I did not design to- have given the House 
any trouble this day ; but such insinuations are 
thrown out, and so often repeated by some 
gentlemen in this House, as I cannot with pa* 
tience sit still and hear. I generally Observe, 
that when proper answers cannot be made to 
what gentlemen advance, then, Jacohitism is 
brought in ; and becaase some gentlemen in 
this House take the liberty to differ from others, 
therefore they must be taxed with the terrible 
name of Jacobite; I wish that gentlemen would 
resolve for the future always to gire us argu- 
ments, and not names, for the support of their 
opiuions. For my own part, I will leave it to 
the whole world to judge who most pursue the 
principles of the Revolution, they who are for 
supporting the government in that way, which 
is most easy and least burthensome to the peo- 
ple ; or tbey who are for doing it in a way, 
which is so odious and so burthensome to the 
whole nation. 

Whenever there are any just fears of the Pre- 
tender ; if there ever shall happen to be any real 
designs in his favour, which I hope never wilt, 
then I shall do as I always have ddne, I shall 
shew by my actions what my principles are. I 
believe I stand in the opinion of mankind 
acquit of any imputation of jacohitism, as much 
as the honourable gentleman over the way, 
or any gentleman in tfiis House : and there- 
fore, I as much despise that imputation, as I 
despise being always a servile assentator f to 
every thing proposed by the administration. 
But as such insinuations have been often thrown 
out^gainst me in this House, I must letgentle- 
raen know, that it is a treatment, which I think 
inconsistent with the dignity of this House, 
and a treatment which I will no longer bear 
with. 

Mr. Shippen said : 
Mr. Speaker, 

I believe I have no occasion to make any 
professions of what I am ; but I must take no- 
tice that in private life, any voluntary Securi- 
ties, that may be granted to creditors after the 
borrowing of their money, are as binding upon 
the granter, and ought to be as religiously ob- 
served, as those that were granted at the time 
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Sir John Rushout stood vpy^P^ '• ifK&f *» 

follows: 

Mr. Speaker, 
I do not rise up to oppose putting offtbe call 
of the House till this day fortnight; that I thai! 
easily agree to ; but there being, as I imagine, 
a certain Scheme or Project to be brought into . 
this House, which seems to be of very great 
cousequence to the whole nation, I wish that 
the call of the House may be appointed to he 
about the time, when that scheme is to be laid 
before us; For my part, I know nothing abotfc 
it, I cannot teB when we are to have the plea- 
sure of seeing that famous project ; hut I wish 
that some gentleman, who knows more of it 
than I do, would get up and fix a day when he 
thinks it will be brought in, And .then move 
that the call of the House may be put off tiV 
that day, or till some day about that time. 

We have been long in expectation of seeing 
this glorious scheme, which is to render us aft 
completely happy ; we have waited for it with 
impatience ever since the beginning- of this 
session of parliament ; we imagined, as hail 
been insinuated to us in the preceding session, 
that it was to come in lieu of the one shilling 
in the pound Land-Tax, as a supply far the 
current service of the year ; hut in this we 
are disappointed ; that measure has, it seems* 
been altered, and we have seen this ease as tx> 
the Land-Tax other ways supplied. I do np$ 
know whether the Scheme itself has lately met 
with any alterations or amendments, but I hope, 
if it be to be laid before us this session, that is 
will not b£ put "Off till towards the end of the 
session, when gentlemen are tired out with at- 
tendance, and obliged to return home to Jnipd 
their own private affairs. If a scheme of that 



the money was lent ; This is certainly the case 
es to all private affairs, and I cannot think hut 
that the case is the same with respect to public 
transactions. I do not know, but that some 
gentlemen in this House may be offended at my 
so much as mentioning the reigu of king James 
II. yet upon the present occasion I must men- 
tion* it; and the observation , I shall make is, 
, that that unfortunate prince took many wrong 
steps, ran himself info great difficulties,' and at 
last lost his crown, by following too implicitly 
the wicked councils of a bad minister ; and 
that very minister most basely betrayed, and at 
last deserted his master. One of the greatest 
misfortunes of that prince, and that which 
contributed most to his overthrow, was his 
keeping up a standing army in time of peace; 
he did it, indeed without the consent of parlia- 
ment, but he did it at bis owo expence ; he 
did it without laying any charge upon the peo- 
ple ; and he did it without consent of parlia- 
ment, because he could not mid a parliament 
mercenary and corrupt enough to give their 
consent. 

Then sir Robert Walpole and lord Tyrcon- 
nel spoke in favour of the Resolution ; and 
Mr. Wyndham against it. At last the question 
being put, it was carried to agree with the 
Committee, without any division ; After which 
the question was put upon the second Resolu- 
tion, and agreed tq, without opposition. 

Debate in the Commons concerning a Call of 
the House* in expectation of the Excise Scheme 
being brought in.*"] Feb. 27. The order of tbe 
day for the call of the House was read, and a 
motion being made for adjourning it till that 
day fortnight,, 



* The following is Mr. Coxe's Account of 
this Scheme: ♦ 

" I am now arrived at that important period 
in the life of sir Robert Walpole, which relates 
to what is usually called the Excise Scheme, or 
in other words, the plan for subjecting the duties 
on Wine and Tobacco to the laws of Excise ; a 
measure which raised a great ferment in the na- 
tion because it was perverted by the malignant 
v spirit of party, and was not thoroughly under- 
stood by sober and impartial persons; but 
which reason, and the disinterested voice of pos- 
terity has sanctioned and justified. 

" On this subject, a judicious writer, [Tuc- 
ker's Elements of Commerce and Theory of 
Taxes, p. 148, a book printed but not pub- 
lished,] who well understood the principles pf 
commerce, has observed, « without entering 

* into a defence of all parts of bis conduct, I 

* am persuaded that impartial posterity will do 

* him tine justice to acknowledge, ^hat if ever a 
< statesman deserved well of the British nation, 

* sir Robert Walpole was the man. Indeed, 

* tbe only true way of discovering, whether we 
1 are advancing or retreating in our political 

* and commercial capacity, is to compare the 
f past with the present, and to examine whe- 



' ther we have the same quantity of pernicious 
1 taxes, and monopolizing patents, as we bed 
( formerly. If we have not, it is our business 
1 to be thankful for the deliverance we have re* 
' ceiyed, and to unite our endeavours to be freed 
' from the remainder. This is real patriots** 
' and public spirit. 

' One of the great merits of sir Rohert We&r 
' pole, and in which perhaps no minister eve* 
' approached him, was that of simplifying tbft 
' taxes, abolishing tbe numerous petty compli-* 
' cated imposts which checked commerce and 

* vexed the fair trader, and substituting in theic 

* stead more equal and simple! 

' But to omit matters of lesser note, the wisest 
' proposal to relieve the nation was the Excise 
' Scheme, by means of which the whole island 
' would have been one general Free Bsart, and 
< a magazine and common storehouse for all 
' nations. , • . 

' It was not indeed a perfect scheme at it* 
'first appearance; hat tbe foundation was 

* good, and a few alterations would hs#e ren- 
' dered it a most useful institution for tne, pur- 
' poses of national commerce. But the bfisi- 

* ness of those times was not to alter, mend, as 
' improve, but to oppose, and to raise e iet» 
' ment. Bu{ even m & mo$ imperfect est** 



Digitized by 



Google 



PARI* HIST. 6 Geousjb IL l7&.~&e*fmtoiiiM qftkeXxcmcSchcm. [IIS* 



MM] 

consequence be at all brought in, k certainly 
PMght to be brought in when the House ii fuU, 
that it may be considered, aud approved or re- 
jected, by as many members as can possibly 



' it would have defeated the views of monopo- 
' lists, and have .proved of gseat national ad* 

* vantage. If the bill bad been so worded as 

* to be only permissive, not compulsory, every 
' man in the kingdom would have made the 
4 Excise Scheme bis own choice, that is, be 
1 would nave preferred the method of patting 
' his goods in a warehouse, and paying the 
1 duties as he wanted them, rather than paying 

* the duties all at once at the custom-house. . 

* As a proof of this, let it be observed, that the 
' very men who made the loudest clamour 
' against the Excise Scheme, in a few years pe- 

* n'tioned for -a much worse, the present Law 
' relating to tobacco ; which is allowed on all 
' hands to be an excise scheme in effect, and 
1 to have inconveniences, which the Excise 
4 Scheme had not. But to give some salvo to 
1 the matter, the word Permit is changed to 
' that of Certificate.' 

" Either the Excise Scheme was not such as 
it is here explained, or the opposition to it was 
founded on- principles of error, misrepresenta- 
tion, and party. Let me then be permitted to 
consider by what means the nation in general 
was induced to give such a decided resistance 
\to the bill, and to make as public and as loud 
rejoicings when it was relinquished, as upon' 
the most glorious national victory ever gain- 
ed over our enemies in times of the greatest 
danger. 

" In attempting to develop* these causes, it 
may be expedient to trace the History of 
the Excise from its first introduction into Eng- 
land, until the opening of Walpole's scheme. 

" The first attempt to impose it was made in 
1696, by a commission under, the great seal, 
issued to thirty-three lords and others of the 
privy council, but the parliament having re- 
monstrated, it was judged by both Houses con-\ 
trary to law, and the commission accordingly 
cancelled by the King. So odious was the 
very name, that if we may credit Howe), sir 
Dudley Carleton, then secretary of state, hav- 
ing only named it in the House of Commons, 
with a view to shew the happiness which the 
People of England enjoyed above other nations, 
in being exempted from that imposition, was 
suddenly interrupted, called to the bar, and 
nearly sent to the Tower. 

" During the civil wars in 1641, parliament 
ventured to impose an excise on beer, aie^ 

2der, and perry ; but although they pleaded 
solute necessity in excuse for this expedient, 
and continued it only from month to month ; 
yet the execution of it raised riots in London. 
The populace burnt down the Excise House in 
Smithfietd, and nothing but a standing army, 
adds the Craftsman, would have forced it upon 
the people at that time, when tbeywere greatly 
disaffected to the king and favourable to the 
parliament. 



be brought together. As soon us the time tor 

its being brought in •ban 1 be nwd, and the 
call of the House accordingly appointed, then 
I shall take the liberty to move for letters to 

" Alt bough Charles the First, in one of hie 
declarations, charged parliament with imposing 
insupportable taxes and odious excises opon 
their fellow subjects; yet he was afterward* 
under the necessity of recurring to the •same 
expedient. Accordingly, excises were laid on 
by both parties, though both of them declared 
that they should be continued only fill the end 
of the war, and then abolished. 

" Soon afterwards the parliament imposed it 
on sugar, butcher's meat, and on so many other 
commodities, that it might justly be called ge* 
neral, in pursuance of a~plan laid down by 
Pymm, in a letter to sir JohnHotbam ; • That 
' they had proceeded to the excise in many par- 
4 ticulars, and intended to go farther; but that 
* it would be necessary to use the people to it 
' by little and little.' 

" At the Restoration, the Excise was abo- 
lished on all articles of consumptioo, except 
beer and aJe ; cyder and perry, which produced 
a esnar revenue, according "to Davenant, of 
666,383/. These duties were divided into two 
equal portions ; the hereditary Excise, because 
granted to the crown for ever, m recompence 
for the court of wards, purveyance, and the 
levies abolished by act of parliament; the other 
the temporary Excise, because granted only for 
the life of the king. 

" On the accession of James the Second, 
parliament not only renewed the temporary 
Excise on his life, but also increased it by ad- 
ditional duties on wines, vinegar, tobacco, 
and sugar, which however were suffered to ex- 
pire. 

" The immediate effects of the revolution were 
to diminish the excises, supposed to oe of a na- 
ture peculiarly obnoxious to the spirit and prin- 
ciples of the constitution. But the necessity of 
raising money to defend our religion and liber* 
ties became so urgent, that even this species of 
imposition was , adopted. Excise on "salt, on 
the distillery, and on malt, since known by the 
name of the malt tax, were then first intro- 
duced; an additional excise on beer produced 
alone 4*0,000/. and the sums raised by those 
duties during the reign of William, amounted 
to 13,649,328/. or nearly a million per annum. 

" But so great were the necessities which the 
war on the Spanish succession intailed on the 
nation, during the reign of queen Anne, that the 
aversion to the excise did not prevent additional 
duties on several articles of consumption, and it 
produced in her reign 20,859,3)11. or nearly 
1,738,275/. per annum. 

" During the whole reign of George the First, 
no excise was laid on, except a small duty on 
wrough t plate, under the administration of Sun- 
derland. But the internal tranquillity of the 
country, and the exemption from foreign war, 
increasing the produce of the taxes, the excise 
yielded, in 13 years, 30,421,451/, or about 
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the sheriffs, as have been often practised on Sir ; As to the Scheme mentioned by the ho* 

the like occasions. Hereupon nourable gentleman who spoke last, it is cer* 

t Sir Robert Walpole stood np and spoke as tain that I have a Scheme which I intend very 

follows : - soon to lay before you. I ant resolved very 



5,840,000/; per annum. Its unpopularity how* 
ever was not abated by long usage, and the laws 
for the collection were necessarily so severe, 
and so often exercised in preventing frauds and 

Sunishing smugglers, that they were considered 
y many persons as encroaching on private pro* 
perty and personal liberty. 

"Such were the prejudices conceived against 
the excise,^that the principal writers on finance, 
government and trade, from the revolution^ 
the period under consideration, almost uni- 
formly condemn it ; and a plausible notion pre- 
vailed, that as the real income of every country 
originates from the land, all taxes should be at 
once imposed on landedhproperty. 

" Even Davenant, who well understood the 
nature of taxes in general, and has so ably 
written, on public credit, was deceived in this; 
particular. Because at that time the excise 
bad the effect of sinking the price of the subject 
excised instead of raising the price of the pro- 
duces he concluded that all excises fall ultimate- 
ly upon the land, and proposed as more equit- 
able, the poll tax and* land tax. 

" The? authority of Locke also contributed to 
spread the same notion, and bi&opinion against 
the establishment of the excise, was quoted 
with due effect by the Craftsman. That great 
philosopher, whose writings tended so much to 
expand and enlighten the human mind, had 
without due consideration asserted, that all im- 
positions on articles, of consumption fell ulti- 
mately upon land. The natural consequence 
therefore of that position was, that any addi- 
tional duties on wine and tobacco could not ul- 
timately ease the landholder, and therefore 
could not, fulfill the intention held forth to the 
country gentlemen, as an argument in favour of 
the Bill. 

" This system, though exploded by a more 
intelligent age, -had a surprising influence on all 
ranks and descriptions of men at that time, 
when the ^principles of commerce and taxation 
were little understood and less followed. The 
opposition laid great stress on this argument; 
and in ^conformity to the existing opinion, sir 
William Wyndham did not scruple to declare 
it_ * as demonstrable as any proposition in 

* Euclid, that if we actually paid a land tax -of 
' 10s. in the pound, without paying any other 
' excises or duties, our liberties would be much 
' more secure, and every landed gentleman 
' might live at least in as much plenty, and 

* might make a better provision for his family, > 
' than under the present mode of taxation. 

" On the contrary the sagacity of Walpole 
led him to perceive, that a tax on landed pro- 
perty was a greater burthen to the subject than 
taxes on articles of consumption. He was fully 
aware that the excise laws obstruct the opera- 
tions of the smugglers more effectually than the 
laws of the customs ; that the method of levy- 



ing" taxes in use, was more burthensome upori 
trade, and more expensive to the merchants, 
than the raising of them by excise, and that it 
would be more beneficial to commerce, and 
would considerably increase the revenue, if all, 
or the greater part of the customs were' converted 
into excises. But as he well knew the aversion 
which the nation entertained against the excise, 
and as he was unwilling to deviate from his own 
great principle of government, not to rouse 
things which are at rest, he proposed gradually 
to introduce his plan by abolishing the land 
tax, and substituting other methods, until he 
could venture to come forwards with the pro- 
posal of his great scheme for extending the ex- 
cise. 

" With this view he made an alteration in 
the duties on coffee, tea, and chocolate by abo- 
lishing the import duties and subjecting them to 
inland duties, and to the same mode of collec- 
tion as is practised in the excise. But as he still 
suffered them to be levied as customs, and pru- 
dently omitted to mention the word excise, this 
amendment met with' no opposition, and in- 
creased the duties on tea, coffee, and chocolate 
about 120,000/. a year. 

" For the same purpose he proposed the re- 
vival of the salt duty, which had been abolished 
in 1729, because he conceived, that a revival of 
excise duties on commodities formerly subjected 
to that mode of collection would no( be regard- 
ed with so jealous an eye as a new impost in 
the same line. 

" But though he thus endeavoured to con- 
ceal his intended purpose, yet the opposition 
penetrated bis scheme ; in the debate which 
took place on that subject, they first threw down 
the gauntlet, and dwelt with unabated energy 
on the apprehensions of a general excise, as the 
war whoop to spread an alarm throughout the-* 
country, and as the death warrant of national 
liberty. It was then that, provoked by the pe- 
tulance of his adversaries, and entertaining too 
great a contempt of their arguments, with more 
spirit than judgment, and with more attention 
to the dictates of truth, than to the temper of 
the times, he anticipated the intended mention, 
of his extensive views, and laid down the great 
plan before it was- sufficiently matured, and be- 
fore the nation was able to consider and appre- 
ciate its excellence. He unequivocally declared 
that the land tax was the most unequal, most 
grievous,and the most oppressive tax ever known , 
in this country ; a tax not to be' raised but in 
times. of the greatest necessity ; and in answer 
to those w^o opposed the revival of the salt du- 
ties, because it was partly levied uuder the ex- 
cise, he. ventured to declare that an excise is 
only a word for a tax levied in a different man* 
ner. He added, * If it be found by experience, 
' that the present method of raising our taxes is, 
' more burthensome upon our trade, and more- 
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soon- to make a motion, for this House to go. 
into a Committee of the whole House on some- 
thing or another; I have not, indeed, as! yet 
fully determined what my motion shall be, but 



* inconvenient and expensive than the excise, I 
' see no manner of reason why we should be 
'frightened by these two words, « general ex- 

* cise,' from changing the method of collecting 
' the taxes we now pay, and choosing that which 

* is most convenient for the trading part of the 

* nation.' 

" This manly avowal of his sentiments in 
favour of the excise laws, was naturally deem- 
ed by opposition the prelude to his adoption 
of them, and magnified into a scheme for a 
general exc^e of all the necessaries o^life* 

u Aware of having prematurely advanced no- 
tions which the age could not comprehend, a 
pamphlet was published on this subject, under 
his auspices, in titled, " Some general considers - 
" tions concerning the alteration and improve- 
" ment of the revenues in which an attempt 
was made to inform the people, that the scheme 
was founded on the first principles of commerce 
and taxation, aud in no degree derogatory from 
the liberties of the subject. 

" But in this progressive plan he was baffled 
by opposition, who employed against him all 
the powers of wit and eloquence, which they 
ssessed in so abundant a degree ; and it must 
confessed the scheme was not defended with 
equal energy and spirit. The nation took the 
alarm ; and before the scheme was understood, 
even before it was formally proposed, the wri- 
ters iu opposition, more particularly the Crafts- 
man, deliueated such a hideous picture of the 
Excise, as raised among the people the most 
terrible apprehensions. These weekly essays, 
collected and published under the. title of" Ar- 
guments against Excises," contributed to pervert 
thejudgment, and excite the rage of the deluded 
multitude. Against the united shafts of so- 
phistry, wit, and ridicule, adapted to the 
prejudices, and conceptions of the people, 
the weapons of sober truth and reason had no 
effect. 

" The grand object of the bill was to give ease 
to the landed interest, by the total abolition of 
the land tax ; to prevent frauds ; to decrease 
smuggling ; to augment the revenue ; to sim- 
plify the taxes, and facilitate the collection of 
them at the, least possible ex pence. 

" The great outlines of the plan were to con- 
vert the customs into duties of excise, and to 
meliorate the laws of the excise, in such a 
manner, as to obviate their abuses or oppres- 
sions. 

" Such were the object and general outlines 
of the plan. The specific propositions were, to 
divide the commodities into taxed and not 
taxed, and to confine the taxed commodities to 
a few articles of general consumption. To 
comprehend among the untaxed commodities, 
the principal necessaries of life, and all the raw 
materials of manufacture. The free importation 
o£ the necessaries of life would, by rendering 
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I suppose it will be for this House to go into a 
Committee on the State of the public revenue, 
or on the frauds committed in the collecting 
thereof, or on the frauds committed in some 

those necessaries cheaper, reduce the price of 
labour. The reduction of the price of labour 
would diminish the price of home manufactures, 
and increase thereby the demand in all foreign 
markets, by underselling those of other nations. 
The free importation of raw materials would 
reduce the price of manufactures, and the cheap- 
ness of the goods would secure both the home 
consumption, and a great command in the fo- 
reign markets ; and it was this regulation . 
which induced Tucker to say, that by means of 
this scheme the whole island would become one , 
general free port. 

" So much for the commodities untaxed. But 
even the trade of die taxed commodities would 
be augmented, and both the, foreign and home 
trade would enjoy considerable advantages. 
The foreign trade would be benefited, because 
the commodities delivered out of the warehouse 
for exportation, being exempted from all im- 
posts, would* be perfectly free ; and the carry- 
ing trade, under these regulations, would be 
highly increased. The home trade would be 
benefited, because the importer, not being 
obliged to advance the duty, on the commodi- 
ties delivered for interior consumption, until! 
he disposed of his goods, would afford to 
sell them cheaper, than if he bad been obliged 
to advance the duty at the moment of impor- 
tation. 

Such, according to the opinion of a very ju- 
dicious writer [Smith's Wealth of Nations, vol. 
3. p. 358,] was the object of the famous Ex- 
cise Scheme. 

" Preparatory to its introduction, a commit- 
tee had been appointed to inspect into the 
frauds and abuses committed in the customs ; 
and on the 7th of June, 1732, sir John Cope, 
the chairman, presented their Report to the 
House. Though it was of infinite importance, 
and of so great length as to comprise, when 
printed, 103 pages in folio ; yet the committee 
were so sensible \that they bad uot fully ex- 
plored all the recesses of fraud, and had left 
great part of their task unaccomplished, that 
they accompanied this elaborate document with 
an apology for its imperfections, in which they 
observed, that the shortness of the session 
would not allow tbem to make it so complete as 
they might otherwise have done, and that the 
number and intricacy of the various frauds, ren- 
dered a thorough disquisition almost impracti- 
cable. 

In this report they adverted to the frauds • 
committed by traders in tobacco, tea, brandy, 
and wine, aud in the course of it displayed 
scenes of dishonesty, perjury, informing, vio- 
lence, and murder, which would appear to sanc- 
tion almost any measure, however violent, by 
which so horrible a stigma could be removed 
from the mercantile body, and from the fiscal 
laws of the country. It was* proved by unde* 
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particular branch or branches of tbe revenue*; 
it must be*. I believe, a motion to some such 
purpose: If the call of the House be appointed 
foe this day fortnight, I believe I shall be fully 
determined between this and that time, and so 
be able to move for some such Committee ; 
the House may then appoint a day for going 
into the Committee moved /or, that s.o every 
member, may Have notice to attend if he 
pleases. 

1 do not desire, I never did desire to surprise 
this House: into anything, nor had, I thank 
God,, ever any occasion to use the low art of 
taking advantage of the end of the session, 
for any thing I had to propose or would pro- 
pose to this House ; but when the House, does 
resolve itself into some such Com mil tee as I 
now mention, I will then lay before that Com- 
mittee a Scheme which I have' long thought of, 
which is, I am convinced, for the good of the 
nation, and whieh* if agreed to, will improve 
both the trade of the nation and the public re- 
venue. I never bad any intention to propose 

niable evidence, that by perjury, forgery, and 
the most impudent collusion, in the article of 
tobacco, the revenue was frequently defrauded 
to the amount of one third of the duties, and 
that in many .cases, an allowance had been dis- 
honestly obtained j as a drawback on re-expor- 
tation, exceeding the; sum originally received 
by government, which in the port of London 
only, sustained by these means a loss of 100,000/. 
per annum. The smuggling of tea and brandy 
was conducted so openly and so audaciously, 
that since Christmas 1723, a period only of nine 
years, the number of custom house officers 
beaten and abused, amounted to 250 ; and si* 
. had been murdered. 251,820 pounds weight of 
tea, and 652,924 gallons of brandy had been 
seized and condemned ; and upwards of 2,000 
persona prosecuted.' 229 boats and other ves- 
sels had, been condemned, 165 of which had 
been burnt, and the remainder Tetained for the 
service of the crown. The smuggling of wine 
was managed, with so much art, or the conni- 
vance of tbe revenue officers so effectually se* 
cured, that within the period of nine years, 
only 2,208 hogsheads had been condemned, 
though it appeared, from depositions on oath, 
that in the space of two years, 4738 hogsheads 
had' been run in Hampshire, Dorsetshire, and 
Devonshire only, and on inquiry, 30 officers 
weredismissed, and informations entered against 
400 persons ; 38 were committed to jail, 118 
admitted evidence, and 45 had compounded. 

" Notwithstanding the facts contained in this 
report, and the endeavours used to enlighten 
the public mind; the opposition had been so 
assiduous and successful in the dissemination 
of slander and suspicion, that they looked for- 
ward with impatience to the introduction of the 
minister's plan, as tbecertain means of triumph 
tor them, and of disgrace to him : Indeed, con- 
sidering *he nature of the contest, they could 
hardly bethought too sanguine in their expec- 
tations of the event*. The members of any ad~ 



it as a Supply for the current service of the 
year; I was always sensible that no such thing 
could be done; but if it be agreed to, and if 
upon a trial it be found to bring in any ad- 
dition to the public revenue, this liottse may 
then dispose of that increase in the following 
session of parliament as they shall judge pro- 
per; till then it cannot be appropriated, be- 
cause till then it cannot be known what tbe 
amount may be. When tbe amount of the 
increase of tbe revenue thereby is once ascer- 
tained, that increase may then be brought in 
aid of the one shilling in the pound Land-Tax, 
and thereby that ease may be continued to the 
, poor land-holders for years to come, if so the? 
future parliaments 'shall think fit. 

As for the Scheme's having received altera- 
tions and amendments, I q^o not know but it 
may; I never thought myself so wise as to* 
stand in no need of assistance; on tbe con- 
trary, I am always ready to receive advice and 
instruction from others, and I shall always be 
ready to add, to alter, or to amend any thing 
1 have thought of, by -the advice, and upon the 



ministration proposing measures for giving addi- 
tional strength to government, for restraining 
the turbulent, or suppressing fraud, are open 
to every species of calumny, assailable by all 
the weapons of eloquence, wit, ridicule, person- 
ality, and misrepresentation j while in their de- 
fence, they are restricted to the use of those to* 
pics which make their impression only by force 
of time and experience. The majestyof argu- 
mentative eloquence, and the glare of wit, are 
undervalued when eloquence is supposed to be* 
biassed by interest, and wit is divested of per- 
sonality and caustic satire, which alone can 
make it pleasing to the multitude. 

" The writers in the interest of opposition 
had sounded tbe trumpet of alarm from one end 
of the kingdom to the other : they asserted that 
the minister's plan would not tend to prevent 
fraud, decrease smuggling, or augment the reve- 
nue ; but would destroy the very being of Par- 
liament, undermine the constitution, render the 
king absolute, and subject the houses, goods, 
and dealings of the subject to a state inquisi- 
tion. They represented the excise as a mon- 
ster feeding on its own vitals ; and compared it 
to the Trojan horse, which contained an army in 
its belly. 

" Having by these means agitated the public 
mind to a frenzy of opposition, the enemies of 
the minister were anxious to follow their advan- 
tage, to urge him to bring forward his plan be- 
fore the people had leisure for sober reflection. 
London, and many places in the country, had 
given express instructions to their representa- 
tives, to oppose the excise scheme in all its forms, 
and to use every method to impede its progress ; 
and the members were so anxious to shew that 
they bad not been unmindful of these dictates, 
t^at they seized every opportunity, long before 
the measure was officially announced to the- 
house, of adding to the impressions of horror 
already entertained against it/* 
8 



Digitized by 



,1238] PAR^ HIST. 6 George II. 1733.- 

in formation of those who are conversant in 
«uch affairs. A* to the Scheme now talked of, 
J have not only examined it by myself as 
thoroughly as I could, but I have taken from 
others all the assistance and advice I could 

fit; arid in all my inquiries in relation thereto, 
have chose to consult with those who, I knew, 
had a perfect knowledge of such affairs, and 
l)ad no particular interest in view, nor any 
private end to serve : From those who may 
fiave by-ends of their own, I never can ex- 
pect impartial counsel, and therefore I have 
in this, as well as every other affair, thought it 
'ridiculous to ask their advice. Such as it is, J 
shall be soon ready to lay it before you ; then 
I shall give you all the information I have had 
In the affair, and will be 'most ready to hear 
and receive all the information or instruction, 
that Cflix.be given by any gentleman in this 
House. 

It is certain that there are daily ,very great « 
frauds committed in the collecting of the pub- 
flic revenue, and if any way can be fallen on 
to prevent those frauds, and to enable the pub- 
lic to receive what it is now justly and legally in- 
titled to, soch a project ought to be embraced, 
-and the author thereof, whoever he may be, 
would deserve the thanks of his couirtry ; for 
it would not ouly be a great advantage to the 
public revenue, but to every honest and fair 
trader in the nation ; because that wherever a 
tax is laid on, and not collected regularly and 
-duly from every t man subject thereto, it is 
really making tbeif^ir trader pay to the public 
•what the fraudulent trader turns into bis own 
private packet, and thereby the smuggler is 
enabled to undersell the fair trader in every 
commodity he deals in ; by which all the fair 
traders in the nation must be at last ruined and . 
undone. 

Sir William Wyndham replied, 
Sir; 

I have not the honour of being let into the 
secret of this extraordinary scheme, I do not 
j as yet know what it is; but by all that I could 
ever yet hear of it, I believe, when it is laid 
^before us the question thereon will appear to 
be, whether we shall sacrifice the constitution 
to the preventing frauds in the revenue? This 
1 take to be a very material question^ and 
therefore I think it is absolutely necessary to 
liave a full House ; for which reason, I shall be 
. not only for letters to the sheriffs, but . also I 
Thope that every gentleman in this House will 
write to such of his friends in the country as 
tie members^ and in treat them to give at- 
tendance on that important day. 

«■ Sir John Barnard spoke next, 
Sir; 

^ . When the honourable gentleman is pre- 
* pared to lay his scheme before us. I hope he 
iwili move for some general Committee ; if he 
redoes, I shall not give the House any trouble ; 
■ but if he moves for a Committee to consider 
the frauds in any particular branch of the re- 
'Vtrtue, I shall take the liberty to oppose it, be- 
Vol.. VIII.' 
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cause there are frauds in everjr branch of the 
revenue ; and fJerhaps I shall be ablo to shew, 
that there are as many frauds in other branches 
of the revenue, as there are in those which the 
honourable gentleman has a mind now to take 
particular notice of. I must think that the 
attaching our inquiries at present to the frauds 
committed in any particular branch, is like 
singling out a deer from the flock, in order to 
be bunted down ; she is to be the first sacri- 
fice, but the whole flock are to he hunted down 
at last t This, I believe, is the case, and if I 
have been rightly informed, this scheme, in its 
first conception, was for a ueneral alteration of 
the method of collecting the public revenue : 
It was for a general excise ; but that, it seems, 
was afterwards thought too much at once, and 
therefore we are now, I suppose to single out 
only one or two branches, in order that they 
may be first hunted down ; but the very same 
reason, that may prevail with us to subject any 
one branch of the revenues to \he laws of ex- 
cise, may afterwards prevail with us to subject 
every branch to those arbitrary laws ; and as 
such laws are, in my opinion, absolutely incon- 
sistent with liberty, therefore I must think that 
the question upon this scheme, even altered as 
it seems it is, will be, whether we shall endea- 
vour to prevent frauds in the collecting of the 
public revenues, at the expence of the liberties 
of the people ? 

For my own part, I never was guilty of any 
fraud ; I put it to any man,' be he who he will, 
to accuse me of so much as the appearance of 
a fraud in any trade I was ever concerned in ; 
I am resolved never to be guilty of any fraud. 
It is very true, that these frauds are a very 
great prejudice to all fair' traders, and therefore 
I speak against my ewn interest when I speak 
against any method that may tend towards pre- 
venting of frauds ; but I shall never put my 
private interest in balance with the interest or 
happiness of the nation ; I had rather beg my 
bread from door to door/and see my country 
flourish, than be the greatest subject in the na- 
tion, and see the trade of my country decay ing, 
and the people enslaved and oppressed. 

Mr. Henry JPelham said, 
Sir; 

I wish this scheme, be what it will, were laU 
before us ; for till it is, I believe we shall every 
day be falling into some debate or other ajbout k, 
Without knowing any thing of it. I 4p not know 
where the honourable gentleman, who spoke 
last, got his information ; but as I have had tl*e 
honour to converse sometimes with those; wfep 
always knew most of this scheme, I can assure 
him, that there never was any such thing in- 
tended as a general excise, nor was there ever 
any design of making a* general alteration in 
the method of collecting the public revenue. 
But I shajl not at present say any thing farther 
upon the subject, because I think it a iittleou\d 
to enter into debates about what we know no- 
thing of. 

Mr. Perry, member for London, 'spoke ia 
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vindication of the merchants dealing in the 
wine and tobacco trade : 

After which the question was put, and the 
Call of the House was put off till that day fort- 
night ; and it was ordered, " That no Member 
of the House should presume to go out of town 
without leave of the House; That no leave 
should be asked for any member to go out 
•f town but between the hours of one 
' and two: And that Mr. Speaker should 
write Circular Letters to the sheriffs, and 
stewards of the several counties of Great 
Britain, requiring the attendance of the Mem- 
bers on that day fortnight: and that the 
House would proceed with the utmost severity 
against such members as should not then attend 
the service of the House." 

Then Mr. Sandys moved for the House to 
resolve, " That such Members of that House, 
who should absent themselves without leave of 
the House, should be reputed deserters of 
their trust, and neglecters of that duty they 
Qfted to that House and their country." 

Hereupon, several members got up, some of 
whom as was thought to have seconded this 
motion ; but Mr. Horatio Walpole was 
pointed to by Mr. Speaker, who said, " That 
, he was against the motion the honourable 
gentleman had been pleased to make, as being 
a very extraordinary one, and such as there 
was then no occasion for" and therefore he 
moved for the order of the day, which motion 
_ was immediately seconded. 

Sir John Ilushaut then said, That the 
motion his friend (Mr. Sandys) had made, was 
perhaps a little extraordinary, but it was upon 
a very extraordinary occasion, and not without 
precedent, and therefore he would, be for it. 
- To this v 

Sir William Tonge replyed, That an ho- 
nourable gentleman (sir W. Wyndham) had 
said, That every member ought to write to 
his friends in the country, and desire them to 
give attendance ; but if the motion then made 
should be agreed to, they might, in his opinion, 
save themselves the trouble, for that no member 
then in the country would think he had one 
friend in the House, if any such . resolution 
should be made against him. Hereupon 

Mr. Sandy* said, That w^at he had moved 
for, was so far from being without precedent 
that there was a precedent for it very latejy, 
and that was in the famous case of Dr. Sa- 
chevereli: that when that affair was before 
the House there was such a Resolution made, 
and from thence it was that he took the very 
words of the motion he had then made.. 

Then the question was put upon Mr. Wai- 
pole's motion for the order of the day, because 
of its having been seconded before Mr.Sandys's 
motion was seconded, and that being carried 
in the affirmative, the other Was dropped of 
course. 

Debate in the Lord* on the Number if the 
Zand Force*.] March £. The order of the 
day being read, for the House to resolve itself 



into a Committee of the whole House, to con- 
sider of the Mutiny Bill, 

The Earl of O^r/bnfanoved, " That it be ah 
instruction to the said Committee, that they do 
reduce the number of forces to 12,000 ef- 
Jfective men, inclading invalids, &c." Hid lord* 
ship was seconded by 

The Earl of Winchehea, who shewed the 
dangerous consequences of keeping up so great 
a number of regular forces within the kingdom 
in time of peace ; and among , many others, 
which be enumerated, this be said was one, 
" That it made ministers of state more daring 
than otherwise they durst venture to be, both 
in contriving and executing Schemes and Pro- 
jects that were grievous and burthensome to 
the people; schemes that never could enter; 
into the heads of any but those who were 
drunk with an excess of power." * m 

The Earl of Chesterfield stood up and said t 

My Lords ; 

Whatever may be the bad consequences of 
keeping up a great number of regular forces 
in any country, no argument drawn from 
thence can be any way applicable to the num- 
ber of regular forces proposed by the Bill now 
before us to be kept up : by this Bill, my lords, 
it is proposed to keep up only U or 18,000 
men ; and such a small number is so very far 
from being dangerous to the liberties of this 
nation, that ft is absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of our liberties, .and for the sup* 
port of our present happy **jtostitution. 

We 'most, my lords, suppose two things, be- 
fore we can suppose that the regular forces 
kept up may be 1 of any dangerous consequences 
to our liberties : we must suppose them to be 
so numerous as to be able to hold the whole, 
body of the people under subjection ; and we 
must suppose the gentlemen of the army to be 
all of them such abandoned creatures, as that 
they will join together unanimously in the * 
wicked design of enslaving their native coun- 
try : in the present case, neither of these sup- 
positions can be made ; such a small number 
as that of 17 or 18,000 men, can never be 
supposed to be able to hold the whole body of 
the people of Great Britain under any subjec- 
tion: we have, I hope, many hundred thou* 
.sands of brave men in Great Britain, who 
would rise in arms, and would soon swallow up 
such a handful of men as that of our regular 
army, if they should but once be suspected of 
joining in any design against the liberties of 
the people ; And, my lords, I have so good an 
opinion of the gentlemen now employed in the 
army, that I cannot suppose, I believe no lord 
in this House can suppose, that any great 
part of them would join in any wicked design 
for the enslaving of their country £ if any at- 
tempts were to be made upon our liberties, X 
am persuaded that the gentlemen of the army 
would be the first to appear against soch at- 
tempts, and would join heartily, and, I hope, 
unanimously in the defence of their country. 

The Marquis of Twcedak spoke next : 
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My lords; , 
I am so for from being of opinion that the 
number of regular forces, proposed by this Bill 
to be kept up, is absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of our constitution, in such a 
time as the present, in a time of the most pro- 
found tranquillity, that 1 am thoroughly con 
vinced no such number would be necessary 

. even in a time of the most raging war ; and, 
my lords, for the support of my opinion, I 
hare the experience ot all past ages. In the 
time of the late war there was never any such 
number kept up within the kingdom, and yet 
how rain were all those attempts that were 
then made against our happy establishment? 

The unnatural rebellion" that was raised 
•gainst his late Majesty, is a convincing proof 
tew. little necessary it is to keep up such a 
number as is now proposed : there was then a 
*erv formidable insurrection against the go- 
vernment, perhaps as formidable an insurrec- 
tion as ever can be made against a just and a 
legal government, and yet that insurrection 
was defeated by a very small handful of regular 
forces, a much less number than what is now 
proposed to be kept up; for we all very well 
enow that that rebellion was defeated before 
Abe arrival of any of the foreign troops, which 
were then brought into the kingdom. The 
rebels were subdued, and all were soon, after 
obliged to submit, or to fly from their native 
country. I wish indeed that some other mea- 
sures had been afterwards pursued, with re- 
gard to those who were engaged in that unjust 

-and unnatural affair; the government might 
perhaps have made a better use of their suc- 
cess ; for if I am rightly informed, there was 
not a shilling of the forfeited estates ever came 
to the use oK the public, they were all applied 
to the payment of those commissioners and 

- officers/ who were employed to inquire after 
them. 

It is not easy to determine exactly, what 
particular number of regular forces may be 
absolutely necessary for preserving a just go- 
vernment ; but I am sure, that the best way of 
determining is, from the experience of past 
times ; and whatever number may be necessary 
for supporting a just government, I am as sure, 
that any addition made to that number, is a 
step towards the support of an unjust and an 
arbitrary government. The number now pro- 
posed, is not the only thing to be regarded in 
the present question : it is true, there is but 
18,000 proposed to be kept up/ but we all 
jknow that in the manner that this 18,000 is 
modelled, in the manner they are kept up, 
they may upon any emergency be speedily 
augmented to 40,000 effective men : and that 
number, if they stood unanimously together, 
would, I am afraid, be able to support and 
render successful any attempts against the li- 
berties of the nation, notwithstanding the 

I numbers of brave men we may, I hope, 
y brag of still having in Great Britain, 
have as good an opinion of the officers now 
empbyed in the army, as any man can have ; 



I have no doubt but that they would be ready 
to oppose any attempts against the liberties of 
their country, but they are not immortal ; nor 
are we sure that they will always be con- 
tinued in command, or that they will be suc- 
ceeded by qien of the same virtue and honour : 
if any prince, or any chief minister, should 
ever form designs against the liberties of the 
people, to be sure he wjjl first model the army 
for that purpose ; he will dismiss all the men 
of honour, and will put creatures of his own 
into their room, creatures who will be always 
ready to' execute the most unjust, the most 
tyrannical commands that he can possibly 
give j this, my lords, may be done in a mo- 
ment, and thus the nation may be undone be* 
fore any man can fly to its relief. 

As I have said I am thoroughly conyiuced 
that the number of regular forces by this Bill 
proposed, is much larger than what is neces- 
sary for the support of the government, or for 
the preservation of the constitution; I roust 
therefore think that the keeping up of so 
great a number is a turning that civil govern- 
ment, under which we have for so many ages 
preserved our liberties, into a military sort of 
government, under which no country ever did, v 
it is impossible that . any country ever can, 
preserve either their liberties or their proper- 
ties ; under such a government, the possessions 
of every man must entirely depend upon the 
good-will of the chief officers of the army ; 
the poor farmers and tradesmen must submit 
to be plundered and mal-treated by every corn* 
mon soldier, and the men of the best families 
in the nation may often be obliged to sue, in 
the most Iramble manner, to those who were 
formerly their footmen or menial servants. 
This, to me, my lord*, is a most terrible state, 
and therefore I roust be for agreeing to the 
reduction proposed* 

Then the Duke of Newcastle spoke as fol- 
lows t 

My Lords ; 

I should be very glad to agree to the reduc- 
tion proposed, or to any reduction ; if I thought 
it any way safe for 11s to do so ; but, my lords, 
I have, always observed, and any lord may 
make the same observation from the expe- 
rience of times past, that we never as yet 
made any reduction in our army, but what it 
encouraged our enemies, both at home and 
abroad, to make attempts towards disturbing 
the peace and quiet of the nation ; we might 
perhaps with a less number be able to de» 
feat any insurrection that could be made 
against the government, but then we never 
could be as quiet for any considerable time,* 
the enemies of the government would be al- 
ways forming plots and designs against us ; 
and the only method for preventing any such, 
/ and for preserving peace among ourselves, is 
to kefep up such a number of regular forces, as - 
may take away from such men all hopes of 
success : the number uow proposed is' the 
least that can be thought sufficient for'such a 
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salutary end, and if it were much greater than 
it is, there would be nothing to be feared from 
it under his present Majesty or any of his il- 
lustrious family \ the present royal family is 
established upon the principles of liberty, upon 
the principles of the revolution, and it is by 
such principles only that they can support 
themselves : the support of the present royal 
family, and the support of the liberties of the 
nation depend mutually upon one another ; 
they so necessarily depend on one another, 
that neither can be destroyed without involv- 
ing thfe other in the same destruction; and 
therefore I never can have any fears or jea- 
lousies of any number of forces kept up under 
his Majesty or any of his family. 

Last year, my lords, I observed that none 
of your lordships declared openly against keep- 
ing up any number of forces, or any army at 
all ; you seemed- all to agree that it was ne- 
cessary to keep up some regular forces, and; 
yet I observe that all those who' then ap- 
peared for a reduction, joined all together in 
Toting against the whole Bill: they wfre, 
against having any Bill at all for the punish- 
ment of Mutiny and Desertion ; • from whence 
I must conclude, that all those who were then 
for a reduction, chose rather to have no Mu- 
tiny Bill, nor any regular army, than not to 
have that number reduced which they had pro- 

/posed to be reduced. 

I do not know, my Lords, v.- hat the noble 
lord iheant, when he' talked of men's being 

, dronk with an excess of power; I<lo not know 
any man that is so, or that has any opportunity 
of being so; nor do I know of any schemes that 
have been, or that are to be attempted or exe- 
cuted, that are either grievous or burthensome 
to the people. I have indeed Some guess at 
•what scheme the noble lord points at, but I 
believe that when that scheme comes before 
us, it will' appear to be agreeable to the people, 
at least to all the honeht part of the people, 
and it will most certainly appear to be bene- 
ficial to the naiion in general. If the gentle- 
men who are to propose it, did not think it so, 
they would be in the wrong to attempt it, I am 
sure they never would attempt it ; but if they 
are convinced that it will tend to the improve- 
ment of the trade of the nation, and to the in- 
crease of the revenue, I should think them 
very weak if they were intimidated by those 
clamours that have been artificially raised 
against it, by men whose private interest or 
malice has prompted them to oppose what they 
must know to be for the public good. v 

It is true, my Lords, the public tranquillity is 
to all outward appearance at present pretty se- 
cure, but our tranquillity both at home and 
abroad depends upon so many accidents, that it 
would be very imprudent in us to make any re- 
duction, at least for this year. Even at present 
there are perhaps some very strong reasons, for 
us to be upon our guard ; we may perhaps very 
soon have occasion for regular forces, but I can- 
not, my lords, explain myself; I beg leave not 
to do it ; however, I may say, that I never will 




be for' reduction, unless the public trata- 
quillity shall happen to be in such a state as may 
be much ' more certainly depended on, than if . 
can be at present. ' 

It is certain that there are two great contend- 
ing powers in Europe, between whom there is 
and will be a constant and a perpetual rivalship, < 
so that it is impossible for us, to be in an abso- 
lute cordial friendship with both at one time; 
whenever we fall into any degree of friendship 
with the one, we must always expect to be at 
a sort of variance with the other; while we 
keep ourselves in a good state of defence at 
home, we shall always be independent of either, 
we need never be obliged to court the friend- 
ship of the one too much, and we may con- 
temn any variance that we may happen to 
be in with the other; but if we should atrip 
ourselves of our own proper defence?, we most 
then trust intirely to one of those powers to de- 
fend us against the other, by which means we 
should soon be brought into an absolute de- 
pendence upon one of those- powers, and should 
be obliged to join in every measure, and to 
agree to every thing that such power could pro- 
pose to us. And as I am convinced that the 
number of regular forces now proposed to be 
kept up, is absolutely necessary for our own 
proper defeoce, at least for this year, therefore 
I must be against making any reduction. 

The Earl of Strafford spoke next: 
J\Iy Lords, 

I shall readily grant that there is a continual 
rivalship between the two great contending 
powers of Europe; there always will, I hope, 
be such a rivalship: for if ever that rivalship 
should cease which it never can but by one of 
them being swallowed up by the other, it would 
be. an unlucky thing for this nation, as well as 
for all the rest of Europe; but, my lords, are 
we to keep up a numerous standing army as 
long as that rivalship shall continue? if so, we 
must never think of any -reduction: No, my 
lords, that rivalship has already continued for 
many ages, and yet we have always supported 
ouwelves against both, without having ever kept 
up any standing army ; this new sort of de- 
fence has been hut lately thought on, and never 
can be a proper defence for this nation : The 
only way we have to secure ourselves at home, 
to make ourselves considerable abroad, and to 
force a respect from both these contending 
powers, is to do as we have always formerly 
done, to. put our whole trust in our natural 
strength, which consists in our fleet, and in the 
natural bravery 'of our men in general ; as long 
as we trust t6 this, and. observe a neutrality 
as to both these contending powers, we shaft 
be courted by both; we may fall in sometimes 
with the one, and sometimes with the other, 
according as may best suit with our own in- 
terest, and with the circumstances of affairs 
at the time: By such a management we 
shall always be able to holdS the .balance of 
Europe in our own hands* and never will have 
any occasion either to court the friendship, or 
to fear the resentment of any* power on earth* * 
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But, my Lords, if we begin to pursue con- 
trary measures ; if we be always the first to enter 
into, 'alliances with the powers of Europe, and 
the original contracting parties in most treaties, 
we thereby give the power of holding the ba- 
lance of Europe out of our bands; and the 
neglecting our fleet and our militia, for the sake 
of keeping up a standing army, will soon render 
us contemptible to every one of our neighbours, 
unless we resolve to keep up a much more 
numerous army than what is proposed by this 
Bill, and such a proposition will I hope never 
be approved of by a majority of either House 
of Parliament. 

A Standing Army and a Military Law has, 
my Lords, been always inconsistent with the 
liberties of the people : the officers and soldiers, 
under such a regulation, are always obliged to 
give the most implicit obedience to the com- 
mands of their superior officers ; they must ob- 
serve and execute the orders they receive with- 
out any reserve or hesitation ; they must not 
inquire whether their orders be according to 
law ; if they do, they are guilty of mutiny, and 
may be immediately shot for any such disobe- 
dience. The chief commander of an army 
must always be vested with an arbitrary and 
absolute power over the army, and if his army 
be numerous, he may easily by their means ex- 
tend his power over the whole people of the 
country where such army is kept up ; and there- 
fore, my Lords, in all countries where the peo- 
ple have any regard to their liberties, they ought 
■never to keep up a- greater number of regular 
forces than are absolutely necessary for the se- 
curity of the government, and for the preserva- 
•tion of the country against any sudden invasion 
or inroad that may be made by a foreign ene- 
my. In this country we have the happiness to 
be surrounded by the sea, we know how dif- 
ficult and expensive it is to make any invasion 
upon us with any great body of men : any such 
invasion we must have a timely wanting of, and 
by having our militia in good order, and our 
men, as they were formerly, all trained up to 
arms and military discipline, we should always 
be able to draw, upon any occasion, and in any 
place within the island, a great army together, 
to oppose- our enemies ; if they should happen 
to have the good fortune to escape our fleet at 
sea. In our present circumstances, ray Lords, 
and considering the happy situation of our coun- 
try, I must be of opinion, that 19,000 men are 
abundantly sufficient for all the good uses we 
•can Have for them, and therefore I shall give 
my assent to the reduction proposed. 

The Duke of Argyle replied. ^ 

• If y Lords ; 

I agree with those lords who say, we ought to 
trust to our fleet ; we have good reason to do 
so, and we accordingly do put a great confi- 
dence inour fleet. It is happy for us that we are 
surrounded with the sea, for otherwise, if there 
were any communication by land between our 
neighbours and us, instead of the small number 
of regular forest now proposed to be kept up, 



it would be necessary to keep up at least three 
times the number : let us consider the great 
armies that are kept on foot by our neighbours, 
and then we must conclude, that if they could 
invade us by land, a regular army of 00,000 men 
would hardly be sufficient for our defence ; and 
besides this, my Lords, we should be obliged to 
be at n great expence in fortifying ail our cities 
and towns, to prevent our country's being over- 
run by any sudden invasion, or after any un- 
fortunate battle. These misfortunes and charges 
we are kept free from, by being surrounded by 
the sea, and as long as we have a fleet superior 
to any one of our neighbours, it is hardly pos- 
sible for them to invade us- with any .consi- 
derable armament ; but, my Lords, we are not* 
to trust intirely to our fleet for protecting us. 
against a small force ; a smal\ fleet may be so 
speedily prepared, an invasion with a small 
force may be so suddenly made, that the troops 
may be landed before we have any account of 
their embarkation ; at least such a small fleet 
may be got, out to sea, before we have any ac- 
count of their design ; and if they be once got 
into the wide ocean, it is well known how easily 
-they may escape being met with by our fleet. 
If such a thing should happen, if ever a small 
number of regular fbrces should be landed, and 
we had no regular forces to oppose them at 
their landing, what would be the consequence? 
Why, my Lords, we might be subdued before 
we could have it in our power to make any re- 
sistance ; for it is not to be supposed, that the 
militia of this or any country could make any 
resistance against a body of regular veterans ; 
numbers of men are very little to be depended 
on ; the men may be personally brave, but if 
they want discipline, a very numerous body of 
men may be easily defeated by a handful of re- 
gular soldiers : this we may be convinced of 
from history ; this we may see, my Lords, if we 
but attend to what happens every day in other 
parts of the world. 

I have, my Lords, heard gentlemen contemn 
the Spanish armada, which was fitted out in 
queen Elizabeth's time against this nation ; but 
in my opinion, it was lucky for this country 
that they never got to the shore ; they had, my 
Lords, 16,000 veteran troops on board, which 
were to have been reinforced with as many 
more as soon as the fleet could return to fetch" 
them : I am afraid, if that armada had not met 
with the fate they did at sea, if they had not' 
been dissipated by storms and winds,, that wise 
queen would not have found a great deal of 
safety in the militia which she had raised, she 
would have found even the greatest number of 
them but a very unequal match for such a body 
of well disciplined veterans : and but lately, my 
Lords, we Were again in great danger from the 
same country ; then indeed they did not pretend 
to be a match for us at sea, and for that reason 
they prepared for. an invasion upon us with a 
small number of troops ; and tbey did it so 
privately and so speedily, that they might have 
been landed before we knew any thing of their 
design, if their fleet had sot again been di*» 
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sipated by storms : they had then, it is true, 
but ii small number of regular forces, bat few 
as they were, if we had had ho regular forces to 
hare opposed them, they would have been suf- 
ficient for the design, considering the great as- 
sistance they would have got from the disaf- 
fected, and the great numbers even of our own 
men that would have joined them at their land- 
ing : even notwithstanding the regular forces 
we then had on foot, we do not Know what 
would have been the consequences of their land- 
ing, it would at least have involved our country 
in axivil war; our liberties, our properties, and 
all that is dear to us would have again been at 
stake, we must again have contended fj?r them 
'in a doubtful field of battle. Such designs, my 

_J/>rds, will always be forming against *t,if we 
reduce our army too Tow, and some such design 
or other would probably be the consequence of 
our agreeing to the reduction proposed. 

It is certain, my Lords, that every country 
must have something to trust to for its defence 
against its enemies ; it must have some force, 
some power to protect it against invaders; if 
it has not a regular army of its own subjects to 
trust to, there must be some other power sub- 
stituted in the room thereof. For my part, I 
have considered this question as much, I be- 
lieve, as any man ever did ; I have conversed 
with a great many gentlemen upon the subject, 
and I have read, I believe, all that ever was 
wrote upori* the head ; and the whole, in my 
opinion, may be reduced to these three expe- 

- dients, which are proposed in the room of a 
Standing army of our own subjects ; to wit, our 
fleet, our militia, or an army of foreign aux- 
iliaries. • 

•' As to our trusting altogether to our fleet, the 
experience of all ages shews us the precarious- 
ness of such a dependence; betides the in- 
stances I have already given, we know what 
danger we were in, in the year 1708. The 
invasion designed upon us at that time might 
very- probably have taken effect, notwith- 
standing our fleet, if the French commanders 
had had general or discretionary, orders, but 
happily for us they had peremptory orders to 
land only at such a particular place; and it 
not being in their power to land at that place, 
their orders did not permit them to land at 
any other. In that country the custom' then 
was, for the king's council and ministers to di- 
rect both their generals and their admirals in 
every particular part of their conduct ; a lady 
perhaps gave directions to the general when to 
light, and a secretary of state, who perhaps 
sever saw a ship in his life, gave orders to their 
admiral how to sail : to tins it was we owed our 
safety at that time,/pr by the orders thejr ad- 
miral had, he could noc well avdid being met 
with by our fleet; hut this was not the only 
-thing that then saved us from* having a 'cmi 
war kindled up in the bowels of our native/ 
country ; that invasion might have taken effect, 
that flEeet might have sailed, and the troops 
might have been landed according to, those pe- 
remptory orders, before we could possibly We 



fitted out a fleet to have intercepted them^if it 
had not been for a private pique or a sort of 
jealousy between two great ladies at the court 
of France,^ by which their preparations at 
Dunkirk were retarded, and their fleet kept 
from sailing for several weeks; whereby we 
had time to prepare for their reception, and 
to fit out that fleet which prevented their 
landing at the place they were ordered to. 

Even the happy Revolution^ my Lards, is an 
instance how little a fleet is to be depended on ; 
it is well Jtnown, that king William, in his way 
to England at that time, came in* sight of the 
English fleet which was well provided, and able 
enough to have fought him* but the winds 
were so contrary, that it was impossible for the 
English fleet to come up with the Dutch ; if 
they had, my lords, that glorious attempt, by 
which we recovered our liberties, might have 
been defeated: by this accident we then 
recovered our liberties, but if we should ever 
resolve to trust Entirely to our fleet, the 
same accident may hereafter be the cause of 
our losing them. 

The second expedient proposed in the room 
of a standing army, is the militia : new, my 
lords, considering the present state of our mi- 
litia, I believe, it will not be pretended that 
we can trust to them ; I confess, my lords, that 
the militia of a country may be brought under 
such exact discipline, as to make them almost 
equal to any regular troops ; but, I believe, 
such a thing is not to be done in this country : 
we now see how much grumbling is occasioned 
by (he militia's being called out to«exercise but 
once a year: and from thence we may judge 
what would be the consequence i£they wece to 
be called out once or twice a week, which 
would he absolutely necessary, iw order to keep 
them always so well disciplined as that they 
might be depended on for immediate service 
upon any occasion. I have, my lords, often 
heard it insisted on> that the keeping up of a 
standing army raises disaffection to the govern- 
ment; this I cannot agree with, bat from what 
I daily see, I must conclude, that the laying the 
whole militia of (be kingdom under a necessity 
of marching out to exercise once or twice every 
week, would raise a most terrible disaffection 
against the government; -arid the disaffection 
would be the more terrible, because the 
disaffected would not only ha? e arms in their 
hands, but Would have some sort of skill in 
using them. 

I have, my Lords, seen a great' many pro- 
jects for keeping the militia under a good dis- 
cipline; but in my opinion, every one of them 
would in this country prove to be impracti- 
cable, ineffectual^ or much more expensive to 
the public than the regular army now kept op. 
But, my Lords, supposing such a project to be 
practicable, supposing that the militia could be 
kept under exact discipline, what is the dif- 
ference as to our liberties? Is a soldier in a red 
coat more dangerous to our liberties than a 
soldier in a black, a blue, or * white coat! For 
my pari, I can see nothing more te rr ible in red 
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tban I can see in any other colour, nor can I 
think that an army in red is more terrible or 
more dangerous to our liberties than an army 
in black; I do not know, indeed, but the latter 
may be the most dangerous of the two; they 
ba^e certainly done much more mischief to 
man kind, "and to this country in particular. As 
to the power of the king, it is the same over the 
militia thai! it is over a standing army ; he has an 
absolute command, and names all the officers in 
the one as well as in the other ; and if he were 
to make any attempts upon our liberties, would 
it not be as easy for him to model the militia, 
as it would be to model the army ? 

As for the officers and soldiers of the army's 
being obliged to obey the orders they receive 
from their superior officers, without any limita- 
tion or controul, it is certain, my lords, they 
are not : they are obliged to obey Only legal 
orders ; if they should receive any illegal com* 
mands, they may disobey with impunity. If I 
were at the head of my regiment, and should 
order them to shoot a gentleman innocently 
passing by, might not my regiment refuse to 
obey any such orders i Can it be said that 
they would be found guilty of mutiny, or be 
condemned to be shot by a Court Martial for 
such refusal ? No, my lords, their conduct 
would be approved of by any Court Martial, 
their disobedience would be commended, and 
the only person to be condemned, would be he 
who gave the illegal orders. The officers and 
soldiers of the army are therefore, in this as 
well a* in most other respects, upon the same 
footing with those of the militia, or at least 
upon the same footing that the militia must be 
put on, before they can be made useful for the 
defence of the nation. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears, that with res* 
pect to our liberties, a standing army of our 
own subjects can be no more dangerous tban a 
well-ordered and a well disciplined militia ; 
and by late experience we find, that they be- 
haved after the same manner, when they found 
that attempts were making against the liberties 
of the nation : in the reign of the late" king 
James, the army behaved in the same manner 
as the militia had done under his father. It 
is a sort of article of faith among some people, 
to believe that no attempts were made against 
oar liberties in the reign of king Charles I. 
But, my Lords, the case is so far otherwise, 
that mV whole reign, at least from the begin* 
ning to the year 1641, was a continued scene 
of the most arbitrary and oppressive measures 
that were ever pursued in\any country in Eu- 
rope ; what by his court of star chamber, and 
by his spiritual courts (of these last, I think, 
tty lords, we have some still remaining) did 
not he oppress the subject in the most unpre- 
cedented manner ? Even the first set of minis- 
ters he had, began to encroach upon the liber- 
ties of their country ; but after them he got a 
spiritual prime minister, an archbishop, who 
soon drove the nail to the head, and laid the 
people under a necessity of taking arms in de- 
fence of their liberties and pmileges : That 



Iking and his ministers had taken all possible 
care to model the militia, he had the supreme 
command over them, he had named such of- 
ficers orer them as he thought would do what- 
ever he pleased, but what was the conse- 
quence? When affairs were* come to this 
crisis, that they saw they must fight either for 
the liberties of the- people or against them, 
many of those officers the King^md named 
tcok party against him, and the orders of those 
who appeared for bim were in many places 
despised by the private men. The army under 
his son behaved in the very same manner, and 
it will always be so ; in the case of a civil war, 
the army being part of the people, they will cer- 
tainly behave as the people do ; they will di- 
vide, and every roan will join that party 
which he thinks most in the right. 

Now, my lords, as to auxiliary troops, I 
believe no man will pretend that we ought to. 
keep a standing army of foreign auxiliaries 
within the kingdom, and if we should upon 
any occasion call any such to our assistance, 
we arO not very sure that they will go "out 
again at our desire : It has been most justly 
observed by a very great author, that whatever 
country trusts her defence to foreign auxiliaries 
must become the slave of those in whom she 
puts her trust. But, ray Lords, supposing that 
foreign auxiliaries called in to our assistance, 
would always leave us whenever we had a 
mind ; yet experience has shewn us, that we 
cannot always depend on their, coming to out 
assistance as soon as called. The late unna- 
tural rebellion afforded us an instance of this'; 
that rebellion which broke out against his late 
Majesty soon after his accession, and I am sure 
he had done nothing to deserve that treatment, 
he had done injustice to no man, he had made 
no encroachment upon our liberties, yet such a 
dangerous insurrection broke out against bim, 
and we had at the same time so few troops of 
our own, that we were obliged to send > to 
our allies for that assistance which they were 
engaged by treaties to give us : Unluckily it had 
happened that the Dutch, for some time before 
had been so much addicted to that political 
maxim of reducing their army, that they were 
not in a condition to make good their engage- 
ments to us : When we applied to them, we 
were answered, that they had no more than 
was absolutely necessary for maintaining their 
garrison; so that we were obliged to hire 
troops in Germany, and to - wait till they 
marched down to the Butch garrisons, before 
we could have a man of the Dutch troops to 
march to our assistance : And we had at that 
time so few troops of our own, that for some 
time after my arrival in Scotland, I had but 
1600 men to make head against almost as many 
thousands, then up in arms in that country 
against the government. It . is very wrong to 
imagine that in time of danger tbe-whole re- 
gular army we have fcan be brought together, 
they must in such cases be divided in several 
detachments, and a detachment left at every 
place where any danger may be dreaded, so 
4 
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that even from the number now proposed, it 
woold not be possible to form a body of five or 
six thousand men in any part of the kingdom, 
except just about tbe x city of London. 

In the late affair, the Dutch auxiliaries did 
at last arrive, ithough not till after.the rebellion 
was in a great measure defeated. Buf, my 
lords, I shall never desire to see any more fo- 
reign auxiliaries in this country ; I had been 
long in the service of the States General, 1 was 
once a general in their army, from whence one 
would expect that I might have had as much 
authority over their troops as any British gene- 
ral could have ; and yet I had a very great 
deal of difficulty to keep them in any tolerable 
order: They were mighty apt to mistake a 
friend for a foe, especially if they saw any 
thing that was worth taking. I was an eyewit- 
ness of the many hardships our best subjects suf- 
fered from these foreign auxiliaries ; I then did 
what I could to remedy them, and in order to 
prevent any such for the future, I shall always 
be against any 'measure, which rnay tend to- 
wards laying the government under a necessity 
of calling in foreign auxiliaries. 

I cannot imagine how some people have got 
into that way of thinking, that the liberties of 
all the countries in Europe have been over- 
turned by standing armies ; I do not know 
one country ih v Europe whose liberties have 
been overturned by their standing army. It is 
a. mistake to say so of the Romans; the liberties 
of Rome were in a great measure overturned, 
by the luxury and corruption that had crept in 
among the people long before the time of Julius 
Caesar; and in his. time, their standing army 
were so far from being the only means of over- 
turning the liberties of Rome, that the greatest 
part of the standing army joined against Julius 
Cesar; but he bad a devilish head of his own, 
so that by his own good conduct, and the 
bravery of his troops he got the better of his 
enemies, though they had the greatest numbers 
even of regular troops of their sifle. If the 
Romans at that time had had no standing army, 
would not the people, would not the very mob 
have done the same ? Every man who had 
courage, or who could be persuaded to go to 
fight, would have joined that party he liked 
best; the commander who could make the 
best use of those that joined him, would have 
got the advantage, and the victorious army 
would have had it in their power to have settled 
the future form of government upon what foot- 
ing they had a mind. ' 

It is the same with respect to all the other coun- 
tries of Europe where arbitrary power is or ever 
was established. In France, it is certain that their 
liberties were overturned long before they had 
such a thing as a standing ,arroy ; the oldest 
regiment or corps of regular troops in France % 
is what they call the regiment of Picardie; that 
regiment was raised only in the first or second 
year of the reign of our queen Elizabeth, and 
it is well known that long before that time the 
liberties of the French people were entirely 
destroyed. In Spain we know that it was their 
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priests that destroyed the liberties of the peo- 
ple; and it is by means * of their inquisition, 
that their arbitrary government is to this day 
supported ; by medns of that terrible spiritual 
court, their priests support their own despotic 
rule not only over the people, but likewise over 
the court, and even over their army too. In 
Sweden, my lords, it was likewise their priests* 
that formerly established an arbitrary rule in 
that country : and it was by their army that 
their liberties were restored. In Denmark it 
was a house of commons that surrendered up 
their liberties to the crown ; they first gave up 
their own liberties, and thereby they enabled 
their king to get himself declared the absolute 
and the arbitrary sovereign *ver the whole 
country. 

Thus, my lords, we may find that a standing 
army never had in any country the chief hand 
in destroying the liberties of their country; nor 
indeed can it be supposed that they ever 
will: can it be supposed that any man of 
common sense, who has a good post in the 
army, and has the laws of his country for his 
protection as long as he behaves well ; can it, 
I say, my lords, be supposed that any such 
man will ever join in measures for subjecting 
himself to the uncontroulable will and giddy 
pleasure of any one man ? He must know that 
true honour and virtue, or a faithful perform- 
ance of his duty, could then be no protection to 
him ; his life, his estate and every thing that is 
dear to him, must then depend on the mere 
pleasure of a court ; and every man knows, 
that about courts, true honour and virtue often 
falls a sacrifice to whispers, to deceitful in- 
sinuations, and to false and private accusa- 
tions : is it then reasonable to presume/that 
the gentlemen of the army, who are by their 
_ education bred strangers to the low arts and 
vile practices usual about courts, will ever give 
up that honourable dependence they have upon 
their own behaviour and the laws of their coun- 
try, for the sake of a slavish dependence upon 
any court whatever : for nly part, it is not pos- 
sible for me to suspect any thing, and therefore 
I cannot from hence draw any argument 
against keeping up a standing army in this 
country. * 

But, my lords, it is not proposed that w6 
should put our whole trust in the army ; the 
number proposed is no way sufficient for that 
purpose; the army now proposed is only for 
protecting the peace and quiet of the country 
against sudden invasions, with a small number 
of troops, or against little insurrections, or 
rather mobs that may be raised by a few dis- 
contented subjects. But the main strength of 
this nation, and that upon which we principally 
depend, is the superiority of our fleet; and the 
bravery of our men in general : let us continue 
to preserve the present superiority we have as 
to our fleet, let us continue to cuUitate bravery 
and military discipline as much us possible 
among our men in general ; but do not let us, 
for the sake of groundless jealousies and pre- 
tended fears, expose the peace of our country t» 
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t>e disturbed by every neighbouring state who 
shall take it in their heads so to do, or by every 
Subject who shall be prompted by his 'resent- 
ment or ambition to rebel against the govern- 
ment of his country. 

The Lord B#thu*st rose op at**, and spoke 
as fellows : 

My Lords ; 

^The noble duke, who spoke last, has spoke 
JK> fully and so well in favour of a standing 
army, that if it were possible to convince me 
$\&X a standing army is consistent with the li- 
berties of any country, that noble duke would 
J^ave done it : I should even be afraid to rise 
jpp to offer any thing in answer to what he has 
£pwell said upon that subject, if it were not, 
.that I think myself under a necessity of giving 
your lordsbins some reason for my voting as 
* shall do, in the important question now be- 
fore us. 

I was glad, my Lords, to hear that noble 
duke allow, that the militia of the kingdom 
.might be put upon such a footing as to be use- 
ful for our defence s This I should be glad to 
see done, because I think it the only defence, 
next to our fleet, which we can with any safety 
trust to; and as there is no man more capable 
than he, for putting us in a way of making our 
militia useful, I wish he would ^ive us his 
thoughts upon that subject; I am sure there is 
nothing he can offer but what will be well re- 
ceived and readily agreed to. As to^he ex- 
pence of keeping our militia under a proper dis- 
cipline, I do not think that it is of any conside- 
ration in the present question^if it should amount 
.lo a great deal more than what we ripw pay for 
maintaining our regular army; it would be an 
argument of np weight with me against the 
scheme, for I am sure if the expence were 
greater, our power would be rendered in pro- 
portion much more extensile, and our liberties 
much morersecure. 

If, my Lords, the militia were to he put 
upon a proper and a right footing, if they were 
to be put upon such a rooting as to be really 
useful for the defence of the cpuntrv, it is not 
to bOtSupppsed, that the people would grumble 
at any charge or inconvenience they we^e put 
fio upon such a neqessary .and reasonable ac- 
v couaV JTbemany loads they )we quietly .suIh 
mitted to of late years, she,w us, that they are 
apt to grumble, when they tare .convinced 
.of the reason of the thing; but at present they 
know, that the militia are of no public use, 
they know that the drawing them out tp exer- 
cise (ends to no epd hut that of putting money 
jn the pockets of the Queers, and therefore they 
.grumble when they .find themselves put to .any 
r £xn£ f nce upon such an unprofitable account. 

Though tpe militia pf the kingdom be under 
&e command of the.kiqg, though their officers 
jbe .^l^ametf hythe ,kjug, yet under such a mi- 
litary force, our liberties mast be safe : The 
jxulitiaof tve^qgpjom ajre the people qf tfie 
Ai^ on ^-W d At f ifi jmjpqastyle tp majte use of 



people ; but a standing army of regular forces 
soon begin to look upon themselves as a body 
separate and distinct from the people : And if 
the people in general neglect trie use of arms, 
and trust entirely to such a military force for 
their defence, .the king, who has the absolute 
command over them, may easily fall upon 
ways and means to make use of them for op- 
pressing the liberties of the people ; by grant- 
ing particular favours to such a military force, 
and by preserving the affections of a few men 
bred up to arms and military discipline, he 
may do whatever he pleases with the multitude 
who have neither arms in their hands, nor any 
knowledge how to use them if they had. What 
the noble duke said as to auxiliaries is most cer r 
tainlv true ? those who trust entirely to auxilia- 
ries for their defence, must always be slaves to 
those in whom they put their trust: It is, my 
Lords, for this very reason that I am against a 
standing army ; for it holds equally true of a 
standing army of our own subjects, as of an 
army of foreign auxiliaries; whoever trusts 
his defence to any thing but himself, must be a 
slave to that in which he puts his trust * } and 
Whatever people put their whole trust in a 
standing army even of their own subjects^ will 
soon come to ,be as great slaves as the people 
who put their trust in an army of foreign 
troopS; the masters may be different, but tl*e 
slavery is the same, and will jbe equally grievous. 

J. believe jit never was said, that a standing 
arjny is the only method by which an arbitrary 
power may be established ; there are, without 
doubt, other means by which vt may be esta- 
blished, but I am sure that it can never be Ion* 
supported without a standing army. By a po- 
litical and cunning administration the people 
may be cheated out of their liberties; by some 
specious pretence or another they may be in- 
duced to give up all those barriers, Which are 
the defence and the protection of their liber- 
ties and privileges ; but the fraud will at last 
be discovered, and as soon as it is, the people 
will resume their ancient privileges, if there be 
np new sort of power established fqr protect- 
ing the arbitrary government against any such 
resumption, which power can never consist in 
any thiqg^lse but a^staodin^army of '.some kind 
orojher. 

A standing army must therefore, my Lor^s, 
be pf dangerous consequence to the lipertjes 
pf every country. In some free countries 
there may 4 be at feast a shew of reason for their 
submitting to such a danger, but in this country 
there cannot be so much as a" shew pf reason ; 
we have a fleet superior tp tfrat of any of our 
neighbours, and we know how difficult it is for 
any of our neighbours tp invade us with a con- 
siderable force ; such designs must always be 
discovered long before they can be ready for 
execution ; and as loqg as wte preserve a supe- 
rior fleet, we shall always have it in our power 
to preyent the execution of a&y such design; 
butjgrantiqg that they should by any strange 
fatality pr .ne^lig^nce. escape our fleets at sea, 
yet still wje a&ujd foxefiw IP F^W fa 

4 *L 
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their reception ; if our militia be always kept 
in good order .and under a proper discipline, 
they wilr be sufficient for our defence against 
any power that can be brought against us, as 
long as th£ king is possessed 1 of the affections of 
.the people in general, and those he cart never* 
lose so readily as by despising the people, and 
trusting entirely to his standing army. 

As for those small invasions which the noble 
duke was pleased to mention, what though they 
Jhad landed ? What would have been the con- 
sequence? I hope, my lords, it is not to be 
imagined, notwithstanding the contemptible 
state to which our militia has been by neglect 
reduced, that this country is to be conquered 
by 6 or 7,o6o men. Even the late king Wil- 
liam, though he had escaped the English fleet, 
where it is supposed he had a good many 
friends, though he had double that number of 
men, anil though he got all his troops safely 
and without opposition landed upon the English 
shore; yet, my lords, upon his seeing so few 
come in to join him upon his first landing, he 
was very near going off again. It is not an 
easy matter to bring about a revolution against 
an established government.; but it is still much 
more difficult to come in as conquerors, and 
pretend to subdue such a poweful and populous 
country as this is. And if the great king Wil- 
liam, who came to relieve us from slavery and 
oppression, who brought ' along with him so 
great an army and so powerful a fleet ; if he, I 
say, was so doubtful of success upon his first 
landing, what have we to fear from any small 
invasion ? Surely from such the nation can never 
have any thing to fear; whatever such a govern- 
ment as that of king James's was, might have 
to fear from such invasions when encouraged, 
Called in and supported by the generality of our 
people at home. This is a case which I hope 
never witf again happen; it is a ca9e against 
which we are not to provide, and for these rea- 
sons I shall be for agreeing to the reduciion 
proposed. ' 

As to our armies not being obliged to obey 
any but legal orders, I do not know, my lords, 
whether it be so or not; but in my opinion the 
noble duke has given us a good hint for an 
amendment to the bill ; this word, Iqgal, ought 
certainly to be put in, and then in case of any 
^disobedience to such orders, a council of war 
would certainly have it in their power to examine 
first into the legality of the orders given, as to 
which" there may be some doubt as the bill 
stands at present ; it may be at least alledged 
that as the bill now stands the council of war 
would be obliged to pass sentence against the 
soldiers for mutiny, whatever they might after- 
wards do with the officer who gave the Illegal 
.orders. 

The Lord Carteret spoke as follows: 
My Lords, 

So many lords have spoke so well in favour 
.of the reduction proposed, and have so fully an- 
swered all the objections made against it, that 
J[ should not have given your lordships any 
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trouble on the present occasion, if it Bad not 
been that I now find, that not only a standing 
army, but an army of the full number we have 
at present on foot, seems to be ma^de a part of 
our constitution: The old pretence of conti- 
nuing the same number of regular forces for 
one year longer, seems now to be laid aside-: 
His Majesty in his speech from the throne told „ 
us that the public tranquillity was now so fully 
established, that he had no other reason for 
Calling us together but only for the ordinary 
dispatch of the public business; and must this, 
my lords, be looked on as apart of the ordinary 
business of the year ? Must the continuing of 
a standing army of 18,000 men, the time of 
peace, be a part of that business which is 
yearly to pass of course in parliament ? It has 
been a long time continued from year to year ; 
but if it once comes to be an affair which is 
yearly to pass of course, wherein will it differ 
from those standing armies by which the 
liberties of other countries have been un- 
done? '„ 

A standing army alone may not perhaps be 
sufficient for bringing so great a misfortune 
upon a people ; there must be other causes con- 
curripg; but it may be averred, that in all coun- 
tries where arbitrary power and abject slavery 
have been introduced, the fatal change in the " 
constitution has been owing to a numerous 
standing army, a great number of officers of die 
revenue, and k prostitute clergy; and even 
these three concurring together, must require 
some time before they can get the better of the 
liberties of a brave people : The army must be 
so long kept up, and modelled in such a man- 
ner, as to be entirely dependent on the crown ; 
it is not to be supposed, that the officers and 
soldiers of an army raised from among a free 
people, can be immediately divested of all those 
notions of liberty, with which they were en- 
dowed when they first listed in the army ; but 
if they have a brave and cunning commander, 
this may be done in a few years; the generality 
of them may be soon made regardless of every 
thing but the will and pleasure of him who can 
prefer them to a superior command : A large re- 
venue and many officers cannot be**at once 
established upon a free people, this must be 
done by slow degrees, and requires many plau- 
sible pretences: And it is to be hoped that the 
honour and virtue of the clergy would stand 
some little shock, they could not at once be 
brought to that degree of prostitution, which 
is necessary for the establishment of arbitrary 
power. , 

At present, my Lords, we may depend upon 
his Majesty ; we are convinced that he will not 
attempt to encroach upon the liberties of his 
people ; we may likewise depend on it, that our 
present army would not support any such mea- 
sures, were they to be attempted ; bis Majesty 
has been so good as to employ men as oncers 
in the army, whose honour and integrity we 
may depend on, but we are not sure jof having 
always a king so wise and good, or an army of 
so much virtue and honour; and under the 
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best of king* we ought to provide^gainst the 
worst. " 

I do not say, my Lords, that we are now 
in any immediate danger of losing our liberties; 
but I say, that we are getting into that way by 
which the liberties of every country have been 
undone; we are establishing the custom of 
keeping up a standing army in time of peace ; 
we are every year increasing the" number of 
the officers of the revenue,wbat will the conse- 
quence be ? I tremble to think of it ! We are not 
indeed under any danger while his present Ma- 
jesty lives to reign over us. fiut will not every 
succeeding king say, why will you treat me 
worse than my predecessor ? Why will you re- 
fuse to grant me that number of regular forces, 
or that revenue which in seme circumstances 
you granted to my father ? Aud we well know 
my lords, how complaisant parliament generally 
are in the beginning of a reign ; they are ge- 
nerally more apt to increase both the revenue 
and the army of the crown than tbey are to di- 
minish cither; and if an ambitious prince should 
succeed to the crown, supported by such a nu- 
merous standing army as what is now proposed, 
so iong kept up as to have formed themselves 
into a different body from the people to whom 
tbey belong, and with such a crowd of officers 
of the revenue as we have at present, all de- 
pending upon him and removable at his plea- 
sure, what may he not do ? 

Iam surprised, my Lords, to hear it said, that 
standing armies have had no hand in the over- 
turning the liberties of the several countries of 
Europe. It is true that the most numerous 
army can be of no dangerous consequence to 
the liberties of any country, as long as it de- 
pends upon a great many heads ; an army can 
pever be of dangerous consequence, till it comes 
to be entirely dependent upon one man, and 
that it generally does when it is long kept up, 
more especially if anyone roan comes to get the 
whole power into bis hands both of payiDg the 
army, and of naming and preferring the several 
officers employed therein. Julius Cassar had 
too long a head not to be sensible of this, and 
therefore he procured himself to be sent into 
Gaul ; there ne continued for several years at 
the head of numerous conquering armies, and 
having got into his own hands both the power 
of paying and preferring in his army, he soon 
managed* it so as to make thetn entirely obe- 
dient to him ; then he commanded them to 
march against, and with them he conquered his 
country. If there had been no standing armies 
of either side,* the consequence could not 
have been the same, though a civil war haa 
broke out ; the armies newly raised by each 
side must have had a dependence upon a great 
many chiefs, and which ever side had got the 
victory, the chiefs would have taken care of 
the liberties of their country ; they would have ' 
settled them upon the ancient foundation, or 
upon a better, if any better could have been 
contrived. 

In Spain it was likewise by such an army 
that their liberties were destroyed j the inqui- 



sition, it is true, was set up much about the 
same time, and in all countries an inquibition of 
some kind or another generally accompanies 
arbitrary power ; there may be courts of in- 
quisition with regard to civil affairs as well as 
religious, and all inquisitions are at first esta- 
blished upon some plausible pretence. , The . 
banishing of the Moors and Jews out of his 
kingdoms, was the pretence made use of by 
Ferdinand then king of Spain, but the extend- 
ing of his own power was the latent and the chief 
reason : The inquisition was not, however, the 
chief cause of the loss of the Spanish liberties, 
it was only a consequence, for before the setting 
up thereof, he had got the absolute command 
of a great army which had been kept up for 
several years under pretence of their war with 
Portugal, whose then king laid pretensions to 
the crown of Spain ; and by keeping his coun- 
try in continual wars, he found " pretences to 
keep up a standing army, with which, it is true, - 
he conquered and banished the Moors, but be 
therewith likewise conquered the liberties of 
his country : and the chains of the people 
were soon after riveted by a priest, a cardinal 
prime minister, who completed the cruel 
work wluch Ferdinand by his army had so suc- 
cessfully begun. 

In France too, my Lords, it was by Standing 
Armies chiefly that their liberties were undone; 
it was not, indeed, by armies modelled as they 
have them at present, but it was by altering 
the ancient military force of the kingdom that 
their liberties were destroyed ; it was by their 
king's taking the army * a, sa Solde,' as they call 
it ; for anciently the military force of that 
kingdom depended chiefly upon the nobility 
or great princes : their armies were composed 
of the troops sent to the general rendezvous 
by the several princes of the kingdom, who 
generally paid their respective troops ; or-ifat 
any time they had them maintained at the 
public charge, yet each prince retained in his 
own hands the naming and preferring the offi- 
cers employed in his troops, and therefore no 
one man could ever procure to himself an ab- 
solute command over the armies of that king- 
dom. But at last this laudable custom was laid 
aside, the king got into his own hands the whole* 
power of raising and paying the armies to be 
employed for the defence of the kingdom £ 
and though for some time after he had no 
money for that purpose but what was given 
him by the states of France, yet we m^y really 
look upon this change as the beginning of the 
French slavery. However for a long time; 
after this the kings of France could never pre- 
vail with their states to provide them with mo- 
ney for continually keeping up a numerou* 
standing army ; their armies were raised only 
when they had occasion for them, and as soon 
as the danger was over their armies were dis- 
missed ; and yet, my lords, they had for some 
part of that time a Pretender to their crown ; 
ouf Edward the 3d then claimed to be king of 
France, and he, my lords, was a very terrible 
pretender ; yet eve p by that imminent danger 
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they were theii exposed to, they could hot be 
induced to keep op a standing army ; they 
never had any thing but militia, or troops raised 
as occasion required, and with these they at last 
banished the English quite out of their kingdom. 

But as soon tfs the kings of France got thus 
free of' an enemy within the bowels of their 
kingdom, they thereafter took occasion of every 
foreign war that happened to encroach a little 
further upon the liberties of their subjects, to 
multiply taxes and tax-gatherers upon them, 
and to get the armies 6f the kingdom more and 
more under their Command : in all which they 
succeeded beyond expectation, by d most Stupid 
Indolence that then reigned among the nornlityof 
France, and yet that nation Still retained some 
remains of liberty, till a priest, cardinal Hicbiieu 
bv name, gave their liberties the last stab. * He 
indeed was a great minister, and a great poli- 
tician, i hough he oppressed the subject/ at home, 
yet he hot only supported but raised the gran- 
deur of the nation abroad ; he committed no 
blunders in his administration, nor did he Sub- 
mit to any foreign power in the treaties or ne- 
gotiations he had with«them ; and we may re- 
member that in his Political Testament, he left 
it as a maxim, that the King ought never to 
part with any tax he has once got estalished, 
even thoogh he has too use for the money ; be- 
cause hi giving up the tax he loses the officers 
that are employed in the collecting thereof. 

This great £rirae minister was succeeded by 
another priest, a foreign priest, who had all bis 
bad qualities but none of his good ; so that by 
bis misconduct trance was soon involved in a 
civil war, and it is said that one of the greatest 
men of trance at that time, and one of the 
greatest generals of the age'he lived in, told the 
Queen Regent, that she had a fellow at the head 
of her affairs who for his crimes deserved to be 
tugging at the oar in one of her gallies. But the 
arbitrary power of the king of France bad by 
Jiis predecessor been so firmly established, that 
St could not be shaken even by the 'many blun- 
ders he was guilty of; the nation however was 
not Jet rendered so tame, but that it was a 
long while before they would quietly submit to 
that cardinal's administration ; and we must al- 
low that even but lately there has* a noble spirit 
of liberty broke forth in that country, such a 
fpirit of liberty, thy Lords, as might probably 
reinstate the people in the full enjoyment of 
their former liberties and privileges, if it were 
not for the great standing army now kept up in 
(hat country. 

In Denmark, mjr Lords, it was their nd'bles 
that were the' occasion of the loss of their liber* 
ties ; they had for some time thrown the whole 
weight and charge of the government offof them- 
selves, and had laid it on the necks of the Com- 
mons ; the whole expence of the public they 
bad for some time raised by taxes whicli fell 
chiefly upon the podr people, and to which they 
contributed but a trifle: and the Commons 
beiitg quite tired out with these oppiessions and 
ftbjust exactions, resolved at last to put the 
whole power into the trnnjii of their sovereign • 



so that whilst the nobles were sitting and coi*- 
triving ways and means how to load the poor 
tradesmen and manufacturers with such tales 
as did not much affect them, they were sent for/ 
to the castle, and there were obliged to join idf 
that deed by which an absolute power was put 
into the hands of the King, who could not maker 
a worse use of it than they had done : this was 
the method by which arbitrary power was esta- 
blished in Denmark, but it has ever since been 
supported only by a standing army. 

In Sweden, my Lords, theif liberties were* 
not only destroyed but they were again restored 
by their army ; in this last change, my Lords, 
that country had the good luck to be most sin- 
gularly happy, but how was that most strange 
and extraordinary torn of their affairs brought 
about ? I have some reason to know it, because) 
I was in that kingdom when it happened. The 
late king of Sweden, my lords, is well known to 
have been the darling both of his nobles and com- 
mons ; he was so much the darling of the whole 
Swedish nation, that almost every mau in it 
was at all times ready to sacrifice* both his life 
arid his fortune in his service, and therefore be 
had no occasion to model his army for any bad 
purpose ; he had emploved none as officers in 
his army, but the nobility and quality of the 
kingdom, or such whose merit and services fully 
intitled them to whatever preferment they were 
honoured with by him. His prime minister 
however got at last too great an ascendant over 
him. Baron Oortz I mean, my Lords, who was 
a man of no high birth, nor any super-eminent 
qualities; yet by his cunning he got such a 
power over his master, that nothing was done 
without him, no post, civil or military, was be- 
stowed but according to his direction ; the men 
of the best quality in the kingdom, the greatest 
generals in the army, were obliged to Submit, 
and to sue to him even for that which they were 
justly intitled to ; if they shewed him the least 
neglect, they immediately lost all interest about 
the king ; if any one of them disobliged the first 
minister, be might perhaps be allowed to keep 
his post in the army, he was made use of when 
they had occasion for his venturing bis life for 
them ; but from the moment he disobliged the 
king's prime minister, he could not so much as 
make a subaltern officer ; on the contrary his 
recommendation Was a sure bar to any man's 
preferment. 

The nobility, the generals, all the chief men 
in the artny were sensible of this slavery they 
lay under, and were resolved to free themselves 
therefrom if possible ; but their government 
Was then absolute, there was no way of coming 
at relief, but by making their king sensible of 
the discredit that accrued to him, by allowing 
himself to be so much under the management 
of any one man : They knew their king to be a 
man of judgment and penetration, and there- 
fore a great number of them resolved at last 
upon venturing to present a memorial to hhn 
upon that head. This memorial, my Lords, 
was actually drawn up and signed, end was 
ready to bar* been presented, when that bmt 
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king was ktlfed by a random shot from Frede- 
ricks tadt which he was then .besieging. 

If the king bad lhred to have received this 
memorial, we cannot judge what might have 
been the consequence ; notwithstanding its be- 
ing signed by so many of the nobility and chief 
Commanders, notwithstanding the king's judg- 
ment and penetration, his affection for his mi- 
nister might have got the better of the respect 
he owed to such a number of his nobility and 
generals ; and if so, as he was a roost absolute 
prince, the memorial would have been doomed 
to be a seditious and a treasonable libel, and 
some of them woukl certainly have paid with 
their heads for their presumption; hut the 
king's death rid them of this danger, and the 
prime minister who had done so many ill things, 
was immediately seized, tried, condemned and 
executed under the gallows. 

By this piece of public justice, the nobles 
and the generals of the army, whom he had 
principally offended, were satisfied, they did 
not desire to pursue their vengeance further 
than the grave ; but, my Lords, the clergy of 
that kingdom, those men who but a few weeks 
before were his most humble slaves, those men 
who would have deified him if the Christian re- 
ligion hrfd not stood in their way, they had a 
mind to shew a superior degree of zeal, they 
petitioued in a body that his corps might be 
buried under the gallows. 

By the king's death the slavish dependence of 
the army was at an end, there was then no 
one man who could pretend to any absolute 
sway over the army ; and as it was generally 
commanded by the nobles of the kingdom, they 
had it fresh in their memories what Inconveni- 
ences both they and the whole nation had been 
subjected to by the absolute add uncontroula- 
ble will of their former king ; as there was no 
one of them that could hate any hopes of suc- 
ceeding to his arbitrary power, therefore they all 
resolved to put both the government of the king- 
dom, and the command of the army, upon a 
new and a, very different footing. As to the 
government of the kingdom, they established a 
limited monarchy, and finding that they must 
necessarily keep up a standing army to defend 
their large frontiers, they therefore resolved, in 
order that the army might no£ be entirely de- 
pendent on the crown, that for the future the 
officers thereof should have their several com- 
missions, ' Quamdiu se bene gesserit/ This 
regulation a nobleman of that country told me, 
they took from the regulation we have in Eng- 
land with respect to our judges. 

It is, my lords, a wise ana a necessary regu- 
lation ; it is a regulation that ought in every 
country to prevail, wherever a standing army 
(Bakes a part of their constitution : In all such 
countries the officers' commissions ought cer- 
tainly to be * Quamdiu se bene gesserit,' and 
. preferments ought to go in course according to 
Seniority, some few cases excepted ; for it is 
hard that a gentleman who has nothing but his 
Commission to depend on for his daily bread, 
Should be obliged either to forfeit hb cowimis- 
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sion or bts hopes of preferment in the army, of 
otherwise tq do what he knows to be mconsit* 
tent with the law and liberties of his country. 

I hope, my lords, that a standing army shall 
never come to be a part of our constitution, 
but if ever it does, I will say that without such 
a regulation as I have mentioned, we shall then 
have nothing to depead on for the preservation} 
e# our liberties, bat the honour of the army, the 
integrity of the clergy, and the vigilance of tha 
lords. 

From what I, have said, my lords, it is ap- 
parent that a numerous standing army must al- 
ways be of dangerous consequence to the con- 
stitution of this country ; and I leave it to every 
man to judge, whether we ought to expose our 
constitution to snch a danger, for the pretended 
apprehensions of any insurrection at home, or 
of any invasion from abroad ? As to insurrec- 
tions at home, we are in no danger of any such 
as long as his Majesty reigns in the hearts and 
affections of the generality of his subjects ; and 
as to invasions from abroad, I think the little 
success the many designed invasions, mentioned 
by the noble duke, has met with, is an unan- 
swerable argument for shewing us that wa 
ought not to be under great apprehensions of 
any such in time to come ; and that we ought 
not to subject ourselves to any thing that -may' 
be in the least dangerous to our constitution, 
for the sake of a danger which experience has 
shewn to be so very inconsiderable. 

If we should ever be threatened with a for- 
midable invasion, we should have time to in- 
crease our army to any number we pleased ; we 
should even have time to discipline that array 
before we could be attacked by any great 
force, and thereby we should be in condition to 
defend ourselves at land, if our enemies should 
have the good luck to escape oar fleets at sea : 
and as to any small and unforeseen invasion, if 
ever any such should be intended against us, 
they may probably meet with the same fate that 
the former have done ; bat if they should meet 
with better lock, if they should come safe ta 
land, they could not bring above five or six 
thousand men, our fleets would prevent their 
being reinforced, and sorely an army of 12,000 
men in Great Britain, and another of equal 
number in Ireland, Would be sufficient to give 
a good account of any such contemptible 
invaders. 

It is not now, tny lords, proposed to disband 
our army entirely ; it is not proposed to throw 
out the Bill now before us ; we are for keeping 
up as great a number as may be necessary for 
reserving the peace and quiet of the kingdom ; 
at we are against keeping op such a number a* 
may be dangerous to our constitution. Thoejgh 
the lords who were last year for a reduction, 
voted against the passing of the then Mutirry- 
Bill,it is not from thence to be concluded, that 
they were against any Mutiny-Bill, or any 
number of regular forces ; they were against 
the whole Bill as it then stood, but if that Bill 
had been thrown out, another might have Veen 
brought in according to their Hking, and that 
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new Bill would then have, beea unanimously 
agreed to. 

The Earl of Ilay stood up and said : 

My Lords; 

. Whatever some lords may be pleased to say 
about an army continued from year to year by 
Parliament, there is certainly a very great dif- 
ference, my lords, between such an array and 
an army continued at the sole pleasure of the 
crown. It has, I think, been granted on all 
bands, that while our army is commanded by 
inch officers as it is at present, while men of 
fortune and figure have the command of the 
army, our liberties are secure ; but it is said, 
that these officers may be turned out, this army 
may be so modelled and garbled as to be made 
fit for any bad purpose : this, my lords, I shall 
easily grant might be done, if our army were to 
be established for any number of years; if it 
hereto be continued at the sole pleasure of the 
crown, an ambitious prince might be able to 
model it so as to make it subservient to his &r- 
bitrary views ; but while it is continued only 
from year to year by Parliament, this is im- 
possible to be done* It is no easy matter to 
model an army so as to make it fit for such 
purposes; we know how difficult it is to know 
the private sentiments of men's hearts ; in such 
cases men often conceal their real inclinations 
under the cloak of a feigned zeal for the direct 
contrary opinion, which would make it very 
difficult for a government that had any designs 
against the liberties of the people, to know 
what officers were to be turned out, or who 
were proper to be continued, or to be put in 
the room of those turned out. It would be im- 
possible to accomplish this in a year's time, and 
if any such practices were begun, if any steps 
should be made towards modelling the army 
for a bad purpose, the Parliament at their next 
meeting would most certainly take notice of it, 
and would apply a proper remedy before it 
could be possible for any prince or administra- 
tion to make the wound incurable; and there- 
fore,jny lords, I must still be of opinion, that 
our army, while it is continued from year to 
year by Parliament, cannot be of the least ill 
consequence to our constitution, were it much 
more numerous than what is now proposed. 

On the other hand, my lords, the danger of 
reducing any part of our army is very great : 
we know that such reductions have often been 
attended with designed invasioos or insurrec- 
tions against the government ; this is a danger 
we know by experience, and therefore in com- 
mon prudence we ought not to come into any 
measure, by which our country may be again 
exposed to such a danger. It is -probable that 
none of those invasions lately intended against 
us would have been successful, though they 
had got safe ashore ; I hope, no such ever will ; 
but every one of them, if they had landed, 
would have thrown the^ nation into terrible 
convulsions. Is then, my lords, the peace and 
quiet of our country, of no consideration ? 
' shall wt expose ou* country to frequent alarms 



and confusions, * for the sake of avoiding and 
imaginary danger, a fear which can have no> 
foundation, as long as our army is continued 
only from year to year by parliament? 

We know, my lords, that there is a party in- 
the nation disaffected to the government,- 
there always will, I am afraid, be such a 
party; and they, or at least a great many of 
them, will al ways join any invasion that can be 
marie upon us : even out of charity to them 
we ought not to afford them anj hopes of suc- 
cess, by disbanding a part of our army ; 
while they have no hopes of success they may 
grumble a little in private, but tbey wiir never 
venture to rebel openly against the govern- 
ment, and while they continue in a peaceable 
state, they may live -easily as subjects, they 
will at least preserve their lives and estates 
from being forfeited by the law; whereas if 
we reduce our army, it will encourage fo- 
reigners to invade us, it will encourage the dis- 
affected to rebel against the government, the 
nation w ill never be free from alarms, and we 
must be every now and then executing, o.r at 
least forfeiting some of our countrymen, per- 
haps some of our relations. 
. The Earl of Bristol spoke next : 
My Lords, 

I have often heard the present argument de- 
bated in parliament; I was one of those who 
were the cause of the army's being reduced so 
low after the peace of Ityswick, perhaps I. re- 
pented of what I did at that time, because of 
the turn that the affairs of Europe took soon 
after : but I am fully cpnviuced, I never shall 
have occasion to repent of being for the reduc- 
tion now proposed. For my part, my lords* I 
cannot but say, that the question now before us 
puts me in mind of what happened to a farm 
house of mine in the country : the wall of the 
house upon one side had failed, and the house 
had sunk a little ; yet it might have stood for 
many years without any necessity of pulling i . 
quite down in order to be rebuilt, for whic 
reason, I believe, I should have then content" 
ed myself with repairing it a little, and addin 
some, butteresses to that wall which had failed 6 
but some workmen persuaded me, that they* 
could raise it up, and repair the wall without 
pulling the house down, and I being prevailed 
on, to work they went; but in planting posts 
and other engines to raise up that side which 
had sunk, I do not know how, whether by de- 
sign or by the, unskilfulness of the workmen, 
they raised the house so high on that side, that 
they tumbled it quite over. 

At last the question being put upon the 
earl of Oxford's motion, it was carried in the 
negative. ^ 

The Mutiny Ml passed] March 8. The Bill 
was read the third time and passed. 

Protest against it.] " Dissentient* 
" For the reasons entered on the journal 
last session, against the nrmber of men, 
then end now to be established, which rea- 
sons we refer to, and think the circumstances 
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of time now, do by no means (essen the force 1 
of them. — (Signed) Bruce, Montjoy, Bathurst, 

Foley, Berkshire, Strafford, Litchfield, 
- Bristol, Masham, Go wer, Northampton, 

Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer." 



March 7. Sir Robert Walpole moved and car- 
ried, " That this House will, upon this day 
sevennight, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole House, to consider of the most proper 
methods for tfie belter Security and Improve- 
ment of the Duties and Revenues already 
charged upon, and payable from, Tobacco and 
Wines* 

Debate in the Commons concerning a Petition 
from Rhode Island and Providence, against the 
Sugar Colony Bill.] March 8. A Bill was 
brought in pursuant to the resolutions of the 
House in February last, in relation to the Sugar 
Colonies; upon which 

Sir John Barnard opened to the House a Pe- 
tition of Richard Partridge, agent for the 
colony of Rhode Island and Providence plan- 
tations in America, against the said Bill; and 
moved for leave to bring it up, in which he was 
seconded bv Mr. Perry, but opposed by 

Sir William Yonge ; who stood up, and spoke 
as follows-: 

Mr. Speaker ; 

The Petition which the honourable member 
over the way has now in hand, is, I find, a pe- 

- tition praying for leave to be heard against a 
Bill now depending in this House, by which 
some certain duties/ are to be laid on several 

- commodities mentioned in the Bill. I believe, 
Sir, it has been the constant usage of this 
House for many years, to receive no petitions 
against duties to be laid on ; but as there are 
none who understand befter than you, Sir, the 
practice of the House in such cases, therefore I 
shaH in this submit entirely to your determina- 
tion, and hope you will give us your opinion 
thereupon. However, Sir, I must take notice 
of another thing, which I observe in the petition 
as it has been opened by the honourable gen- 
tleman ; they therein tell us, that as to the Bill 
now depending before us, they apprehend it to 
be against their charter. This, I must say, is 
something very extraordinary, and, in my opi- 
nion, looks very unlike aiming at an indepen- 
dency, and disclaiming the authority and juris- 
diction of this House; Tis if this House had not 
a power to tax them, or to make any laws for 
the regulating of the affairs of their colony ; 

* " On this occasion, all the arts and in- 
fluence of opposition were called forth to excite 
clamours against the measures. Not only the 
members solicited the attendance of their friends, 
but letters w^ere delivered by the beadles, and 
other officers in the parishes and wards of the 
city, to induce a numerous party to assemble 
at the doors, and in the avenues to the House, 
to overawe the proceedings of rhe legislature. 
Walpole was apprized of these proceedings, 
but not to be deterred from the prosecution of 
Jus design^-Coxe's Walpole. 



therefore, Sir, if there were no other reason for 
our not receiving their petition, I should on this 
Single account be against giving leave to oring 
it up. 

Lord Tyrconnell replied, 
Sir; I cannot agree with the honourable 
member who spoke last, for I shall never give 
my vote for rejecting a petition before I know 
what is in it ; and this I cannot know till I hear 
it read. The question now before us, is not, 
whether the desire of the petition shall be grant- 
ed or no ? After the petition is brought up and 
read to the House, we may then judge whether 
the desire thereof be reasonable or not, and 
may accordingly grant or refuse it, but the re- 
fusing to have the petition brought up and read to 
the House, seems really to be a determining the 
desire of the petition -to be unreasonable, be- 
fore we know what it is ; and therefore, Sir, I 
shall be for having it brought up. 
Mr. Winnington spoke next. 
Sir ;* I stand up to speak to order and to the 
method of proceeding in this House ; it has 
been a custom always observed in this House, 
not to receive any petitions against those Bills 
which were brought in for the laying on of hxy 
new duties ; I do not indeed say but that there 
may he some instances to the contrary, but I 
am sure they are very rare, and never happen- 
ed but upon some very extraordinary occasion ; 
for if we were to receive all such petitions there 
would he such multitudes of them against every 
such Bill, that the nation might be undone for 
want of an immediate supply for the public 
use, while we were sitting to hear frivolous 
petitions against those Bills brought in for graft- 
ing that supply. The honourable gentleman 
near me took notice of the petitioners pretend- 
ing, that the Bill now before us is against their 
charter ; I hope, Sir, they have no charter 
which debars this 'House from taxing them as 
well as any other subject of this nation ; I am 
sure they can have no such charter ; but if it 
were possible, if they really had such a charter, 
tbey could not say that the Bill now before us 
were any infringement of it, because the tax to 
be-thereby laid on, is no tax upon them, but a tax 
which is to be laid upon the French only i and 
shall this House, Sir, receive any petitions, or 
hear any reasons that can be offered, for not 
taxing the French, more especially when the 
tax to be laid upon them will most evidently 
tend to the encouragement of our own sugar 
colonies? I hope, Sir, no such petition will 
ever 7 be so much as be allowed to be brought up 
or presented to this* House. 
Sir John Barnard answered ; * 
Sir, 

The Petitioners do not pretend to say, that 
the Bill now depending is against their charter, 
nor did I say any such thing when I opened the 
petition to this House ; at least if I did lam 
sure I did injustice to the Petition, for the words 
of it are, 1 That they humbly conceive, that the 
' Bill now depending, if passed into a law, would 
' be highly prejudicial to their charter.' But, 
Sir 9 1 am really surprized at the method of rea? 
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Mr. Conduit replied, 

Sir, J apprehend it has always been the cus- 
tom of this House, I am sure it has been the 
custom ever since the revolution, to refuse re- 
ceiving petitions against any duties to be laid 
on, and that without any distinction whether 
the duties to belaid on were for the raising of 
money, or for the regulation of trade : as oar 
colonies are all a part of the people of Great 
Britain, they are generally represented in this 
House as well as the rest of the people are ; 
and ia all the resolutions of this House, a dam 
regard will certainly <be had to»the particular in- 
terest of every one of them, so far as it is con- 
sistent with the general interest <of the whole, 
for which reason I can see no occasion for 
making an exception as to them ; and there- 
fore I cannot but be of the same opinion with 
those gentlemen, who are for refusing their con- 
sent to the bringing up of this .Bill. As for the 
duties on wine, mentioned by the honourable 

fentleman who spoke last, though they are paid 
>y the consumers here, yet they may be looked 
on as a tax upon the French, for if it were not 
for those duties, a much greater quantity of 
(heir wines would be consumed here than there 
is at present, and consequently they would 
thereby draw a much larger sum of money out 
of this nation than they now do ; and as to the 
advance of the original price of their wines, 
there are a great many otter causes it may be 
owing to, but it never can be owing to the dimi- 
nution of the quantity consumed. 

Mr. Pulteney spoke next s 

Sir; I do not pretend to be a master of form, 
but I believe there may be many precedents 
found, for justifying the House in receiving the 
petition now offered to us. I very well know, 
Sir, how great a master you are of the forms and 
methods of proceeding in this House, and there- 
fore I shall always be as ready as any gentle- 
man in the House, to submit to your opinion 
when any such question arises ; but I cannot 
think, Sir, that any of your friends would desjre 
you to give your opinion thus upon a surprize, 
in a matter which seems to be so much con- 
tested ; nor do I believe that yon would be 
ready to comply with any such unreasonable 
desire ; if you should once give your -opinion in 
any such -dispute, I should be afraid after- 
wards to inspect the journals of the blouse, lest 
they should be found to contradict the opinion 
you had given : But if we are to search fqr pre- 
cedents, I am sure that as to the present case, 
these will be no occasion for going any .farther 
back than the revolution. Before that time I 
believe we can find few or no precedents .any 
.way relating to ,the question now in hand, be- 
cause parliaments were not then s/> ftequenjt, 
and taxes very rare, Xfit anv gentleman but 
jpojt into the Statute Books lyiqg upqn pur ta- 
btej ke *uU ( tbe*e see tp what* v*st fa% jo 
•what ajwin^er pf ^vi^,^^aJ^tesxeJiattog 
U> *weUed ai^ce f the Jjte^ujioju ; 

iftua 1 fom Aio# fro* JMtt»«s e&>, *b*t 

contain all (he j^^xo fm» tfw* 
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toning made use of by the two honourable gen- 
tlemen, who have appeared against the bring- 
ing up of this petition : one of the honourable 
gentlemen says, that the Petitioners are aiming 
at an independency, and are disowning the au- 
thority of this House. This, Sir, in the present 
case seems to be a very odd assertion ; is~not 
their applying by petition to this House, as di- 
rect an acknowledgement of the authority of 
this House, as can be made by men? The other 
gentleman says, that the Bill now before us is 
a Bill for taxing the French only ; this seems 
to be as odd an assertion as the other ; does 
the gentleman imagine that the tax paid-in this 
island upon French wine, is a tax upon the 
French ? Does not every body know, that the 
whole of it is paid by the consumers here ? It 
is eo far from being a tax upon the French, 
that they have considerably raised the price of 
their wines since the high duties were laid on 
them here. As to the matter of form, Sir, I do 
not pretend to be a great master of it ; but 
since I have had the honour to sit in parliament 
I remember, that several petitions havo been 
received against duties to be laid on : however 
granting that it were a constant and perpetual j 
rule not to receive petitions against such duties, 
yet certainly that rule could relate only to those 
duties, which were to be laid on for raising 
money for the current service of the public, it 
could not be presumed to relate to those du- 
ties, which were to be laid on for the regulation 
of trade only ; and this .last is the case now be- 
fore ns. The duties to be laid on by this Bill 
are so far from being duties for the supply of 
the government, that I do not believe that even' 
those gentlemen, who appear so fond of the du- 
ties to he laid on by it, so much as expect or wish 
that any money shall be thereby raised for the use 
of the public ; the Bill is not intended for any 
juch' end ; it is rather in the nature of a pro- 
hibition, and it was never pretended that no 
petitions were ever to be received against a Bijl 
for prohibiting any sort of commerce. 

It may be the case, that this House has some- 
times refused to receive petitions from spme 
parts of Britain against duties to be laid on; 
Imt this can be no reason why the petition, I 
have now in my hand, should be rejected : the 
people in every part of Great Britain have a re- 
presentative in this Jlouse, who is to take care 
of their particular interest, as well as of the ge- 
neral interest of the nation ; and they may, by 
(means of their representatives in this House, 
Oner what reasons they think proper against anv 
duties to be laid on ; but (he people, who are 
the petitioners in ,the petition I have now in 
my hand, have no particular representatives in 
»tfeis House ; anu! therefore they have no other 
Jvay of applying or of oflering their reasons to 
jthis Huuse, hut in the way «f heing heard at 
4he bar of the House by tjwr jajgent here jn £ng- 
Jand ; therefore if , that general rnje qf notje- 
«ceiving petition* jujakst otyies to be lain' on, 
heaver $o,be needed from, 4fee |C#se m>v he- 
ftee us A*ght*o jbe^n fWfi&im *> fiea*ral 



Digitized by 



Google 



1365} PARLVHISTORY, 6 George n. 173$.— Debate on the Sugar Colony Bill [1366 

question was moved for, and carried in the af* 
nrmative by 140 to 112. Then the question 
was put for bringing up the petition, which 
passed in the negative : after this the question 
being also put for searching of precedents, it 
passed in the negative. 



ever were" made before that time : it is mon 
strous, it is even frightful to look into the In- 
dexes, where for several columns together we 
aee nothing but Taxes, Taxes, Taxes ! It is true, 
Sir, when.gentlemen reflect on the many bliss* 
jugs we thereby enjoy, when they consider the 
many advantages we reaped by the Revolution, 
tbey will think that we could net pay too dear 
for so happy a turn in our affairs. 

As to ' the question now before us, I 
cannot see why it should be so much debated, 
I cannot see why the receiving of this peti- 
tion should be so much opposed, unless it be 
that the rejecting o{ this petition, is to be 
made use of as a precedent for receiving no 
petitions against a certain scheme, which we 
expect soon to he laid before us : this, I am 
afraid is really the case ; for then gentlemen, 
who are not much masters of form, gentlemen 
who are but little conversant in the Journals of 
the House, may quote a precedent of but a few 
days standing, for not receiving any petitions 
that may be offered against that scheme ; I do 
not indeed know whether there will be any suclfc 
petitions, but if I may judge by the spirit which 
. has already appeared iu the nation, I can make 
no doubt but that petitions will be sent up 
from all parts of the country against that 
scheme. 

Sir Thomas Aston said, 

Sir ; As to the point of form which is now 
- the subject of debate, I cannot venture to give 
my opinion thereon, but I am surprized that the 
honorable gentleman should have any appre- 
hensions of our refusing to receive any petitions, 
that may be offered against the scheme he 
hinted at : For whatever objection there may 
be against the House receiving any petitions, 
that are offered against duties to be laid on, 
there cannot surely be any objection against 
our receiving petitions, that may be offered 
against a new and a dangerous method of col- 
lecting duties already laid on. 

Mr. Sandys stood up again, and said, 

Sir ; Since gentlemen seem so much to dif- 
fer as to the point of form, I shall move, That 
a Committee may be appointed to search prece- 
dents, in relation to the receiving or not receiv- 
ing petitions against the imposing of duties; 
for as some gentlemen have affirmed it to have 
been the constant usage of this House ever since 
the Revolution, to reject all such petitions, I 
most take the liberty to affirm the met to have 
been otherwise ; and it is so far otherwise, that 
if my motion be agreed to, 1 believe more pre- 
cedents will be round for receiving, than for 
rejecting of such petitions. 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Heathcote, 
and thereupon sir John Barnard desired to 
withdraw the motion he had made : But that 
being opposed, and some debate arising as to 
that point, Mr, Speaker acquainted the House of 
its being their constant rule, that when any 
motion is once made and seconded, the ques- 
tion) if insisted on, must be pat upon that mo- 
tion ; it could not be withdrawn without the 
leave of the House : hereupon the previous 

VouVUL 



Debate on Mr. Horatio Walpolc's Motion for 
laying a Duty of 5s. per Gallon on all Foreign' 
Brandies, for encouraging the Manufacture and 
Export of Hornet Made Spirits.] March 9. The. 
House went into a committee, to consider of the 
most proper methods for encouraging the 'Ma- 
nufacture and Export of Home-made Spirits : 
and 

Mr. Horatio Walpole opened the debate with 

the following speech : 
Sir, 

As we are now in a committee for encourag- 
ing Home-made Spirits, it may not be improper 
for us to take into our consideration the duties 
payable on French Brandies and other foreign 
spirits : As the laws now stand, the duties pay- 
able upon French brandies amount in the whole 
to about 6s. 5d. per gallon, which has always * 
tieen looked on rather as a prohibition, than as 
a duty to be fairly and honestly paid either by 
the importer or consumer ; and indeed it has 
in fact been always found to be so, but few or 
none have ever paid that duty ; those brandies 
have alwaysjbeen smuggled and stole in upon us, 
notwithstanding all the methods we could ever 
take to prevent it ^ or they have made use of an 
artifice to evade the laws, which is this : As the 
laws stand at present, the duties payable upon 
Flemish brandies amount in the whole but to 
4s. per gallon, and as it is not possible to distin- 
guish Flemish brandies from French brandies, 
therefore great quantities of French brandies 
were carried first to Rotterdam, and from 
thence imported upon us as Flemish brandies ; 
after that they were carried to Ostepd, arid 
from thence imported as Flemish; and now for 
some years past, they have been carried to 
Dunkirk, and from thence brought to the several 
ports of Britain, and entered as Flemish bran- 
dies. 

As this practice is, Sir, an evasion of the 
laws in being, it ought certainly to be remedied, 
and the manner how, will be the proper ques- 
tion now to be considered; if the duties now 
payable upon French brandies should be laid on 
all foreign spirits, it would not only encourage 
the smuggling and running trade, but it would 
be a prejudice to our own distilling trade, for 
ear distillers are under a necessity of mixing up 
a certain proportion of French brandy with our 
English spirits, in order to make them fit for 
use either at home or abroad ; and therefore if 
such a duty can be thought of to be laid upon 
all foreign spirits, as will prevent their being 
sold in this country so cheap, as to interfere 
with the consumption of our home-made spirits, 
and yet not disable us from importing honestly 
and fairly as much as our distillers may have oc- 
casion for in the manumctureof our home-made 
spirits, I bopa gentlemen will readily come in 

4M 
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to such a proposition. —In order, Sir, to make 
such a proposition to this House, I have for 
some time ebnsidered the case, I have talked 
with some of the most noted distillers in town 
about it, and I have made all the inquiries I 
thought proper, for obtaining a full information 
as to this particular ; and from the whole, I be- 
lieve that a duty of 55. per gallon upon all fo- 
reign brandies, is the most proper medium to be 
t "fixed on. 

This motion met with very little* opposition, 
only some .members declared, That they 
thought a duty of 5*. 6d. would be more effec- 
tual lor the purpose intended : Then 

Mr. Sandys stood up, and spoke as follows t 

Sir ; I am glad to hear from the honourable 
gentleman over the way, that all mixtures are 
not to be looked on as public frauds, for it 
seems the mixing of French brandy with Eng- 
lish spirits is not only no public fraud, but a 
mixture which ought to be encouraged, as being 
useful and necessary in the distilling-trade; 
yet' with respect to the public, I cannot con- 
ceive how the mixing of English cyder with 
Portugal wine, can foe considered as a greater 
fraud than the mixing of French brandy with 
English spirits.*— I must likewise take notice, 
that the same gentleman seems to- admit, that 
the laws of the customs and excise, when united 
and joined together, are found to be ineffectual 
for collecting the duties payable upon the com- 
modities he mentioned, or for the preventing 
the Smuggling and running ot them into this 
kingdom ; and therefore 1 hope, Sir, I shall 
not hereafter bear any proposition, either from 
that gentleman or any of his friends, for laying 
any other duties under the same circumstances, 
more especially since the uniting the laws of the 
customs and excise is well known to be, in all 
cases, an union, which is /most grievous and 
most burtheiibome to the subject. 

In the course of this debate, Dunkirk having 
been mentioned as a port, 

Sir^ Wiilum^ Wyndham said, That he was 
surprised to hear it so much as mentioned as a 
port : That it was against the honour of the 
English nation to acknowledge it as such, or to 
admit that it should ever be made use of as 
such : That it was not now the proper subject 
of their consideration, but he hoped that the 
House would at some other time take an op- 
portunity to resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider of an affair of so great importance. 
To this 

Sir Hubert Walpole replied, That he hoped 
gentlemen would not be diverted from what 
was then the proper subject of their considera- 
tion : That Dunkirk's being mentioned as a 
DOrt, must necessarily raise the just indignation 
of every Englishman : That no Englishman 
ever did, or ever could admit it as a port: But 
that whatever* terms gentlemen might inadver- 
tently make use of, yet he hoped no pretence 
would *ver be from thence taken to infringe 
those rights, which this nation is by a most so* 
lemn treaty justly intitled to. 

Then the Committee resolved, « That the 



Act passed in the 2nd year of king George II. 
intitled, An Act, ' For laying a Duty upon 
* Compound Waters or spirits, apd for licensing 
' the retailers thereof,' had been a discourage- 
ment to the distilling of spirits from corn ia 
Great Britain, and therefore ought to be re- 
pealed : That for the encouragement of the 
exportation of spirits drawn from corn in Great 
Britain, a drawback, or allowance of 6/. t$. per 
ton, ought to be paid and allowed on the expor- 
tation thereof: And that the duties payable 
upon brandy and spirits imported, except from 
his Majesty's plantations in America, should 
from the 24th of June next, cea9e and deter- 
mine, and that in fieu thereof there should be 
granted to his Majesty a duty of five shillings 
per gallon, on ail brandy and spirits imported 
from foreign parts, except such as shall be of 
the growth and manufacture of his Majesty's 
plantations in America/' , 

March IS. The above Resolutions wer* 
agreed te by the House, and a Bill ordered ac- 
cordingly, which afterwards, with some amend- 
ments, passed into law. 

Great Debate in the House of Com- 
mons on Sib Robert Walpole's proposing 
his Excise Scheme.] March 14. The House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, to consider of the most proper methods 
for the better Security and Improvement of the 
Duties and Revenues, already charged upon* 
and payable from, Tobacco and Wines ; The 
many Accounts, Returns, and other Papers, 
which the House bad before called for, being 
first referred to the said Committee ; and the 
Commissioners of the Customs and of the Ex- 
cise attending, pursuant to an order of the pre- 
ceding day ; 

Sir Robert Walpole opened the debate with 
the following Speech t* 
" Sir; 

" As I had the honour to move that the 
House should resolve itself into this Committee, 
I think it incumbent on me to open to you, 
what was then intended to be proposed as the 
subject of your consideration. This Committee 
is appointed for the better security of the duties 
and revenues already charged and payable upon 
tobacco. This can be done in no way so pro* 
per and effectual, as by preventing the commis- 
sion of those frauds by which the revenue has 
already sustained such great injuries. As the 
proposed improvement is to be made by an al* 
teration hi the method of collecting and ma- 
naging the duties already imposed,- without any 
addition, or subjecting to the same duties any 
articles not already . chargeable, I might have 

* " The substance of this Speech is princi- 
pally taken from heads and memorandums, ia 
the hand-writing o/ sir Robert Walpole, among 
the Orford Papers. A few connecting sen- 
tences have been supplied from the printed 
Speech m the contemporary publications ; Po* 
litical State? Historical Register. See also 
Chandler:' Coxe* Walpole. 
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rious their fates : few have had the crimes of 
all; none till now found that the imputation of 
crime to him, became a merit in others. Yet 
if I were to propose to you such a scheme, po- 
pular opinion would run exactly in that chan- 
nel. It would be a crime in me to propose, a 
crime in you to accept ; and the only chance 
left to the House of retaining the favour of the 
people, would be the unqualified rejection of 
the project. But J do most unequivocally as- 
sert > that no tuck scheme ever entered my head, 
or, for what I know, into tlie head of any man, 
I am acquainted with. Yet though I do not, 
wjsh to do wrong, I shall always retain- a pro- 
per share of courage and self-confidence to do 
what I judge right, and in the measures I am 
about to propose, shall rest my claim to sup- 
port and approbation on the candid, the judi- 
cious, and the truly patriotic. 
• " My thoughts have been confined solely to 
the revenue arising from the duties on wine and 
tobacco : and it was the, frequent advices I had 
of the shameful frauds committed in these two 
branches, and the complaints of the merchants 
themselves, that induced me to turn my atten- 
tion to discover a remedy for this growing evil, 
I am persuaded, that what I am about to pro- 
pose, will, if granted, be an effectual remedy. 
But if gentlemen will be prevailed on by in- 
dustry, artifice and clamour, to indulge the 
suggestions of party prejudice, they and their' 
posterity must pay dear for it, by the grievous 
entail of a heavy land tax, which they will 
have sanctioned by their pusillanimity, in noc 
daring to brave the outrages of the fraudulent 
and self-interested. For myself, I shall only 
say, I have so little partiality for this scheme, 
except what a real and constitutional love of 
the public inspires, that if I fail in this propo- 
sal, it will be the last attempt of the kind I 
shall ever make, and I believe, a minister will 
not soon be found hardy enough to brave, on 
the behalf of the people, and without the slight- 
est motive of interest, the worst effects of po- 
pular delusion and popular injustice. 

" I shall for the present, confine myself en- 
tirely to the tobacco trade, and to the frauds 
practised in that branch of the revenue. If 
there is one subject of taxation more obvious 
than another, more immediately within the di* 
rect aim of fiscal imposition than another, it is 
such an article of luxury as depends for its use 
on custom or caprice, and is by no means es- 
sential to the support of real comfort of human 
life. If there is a subject of taxation where it 
is more immediately the province of the legis- 
lature to suppress fraud, and strictly to insist 
on the payment of every impost,, it must be 
that where the wrong is felt by every class of 
persons, and none are benefited, except the 
most dishonest and profligate part of the com- 
munity. Both these descriptions apply to the 
subject before us. For though the use of to- 
bacco is perhaps less sanctioned by natural 
reason than any other luxury, yet so great is 
the predilection for it, in its various forms, that 
from the palace to the hovel there is no exemp* 



avoided stating this project to a Committee of 
the whole House; but I hate deserted the 
old road, and proposed a supply not immedi- 
ately necessary for the current service of the 
yea«% that I might leave a greater freedom of 
consideration, by taking away every appear- 
ance of pressing necessity. I shall therefore 
only observe, that some previous provision must 
be made for the future application of the in- 
creased sum which, should the plan I am about 
to propose to be adopted, will be received into 
the exchequer. 

" The contest, in the present instance, is be- 
tween the unfair trader, on one side ; the fair 
trader, the planter, and the public, on the 
other: but to the public, must be referred my 
most forcible appeal, as they, in truth, bear the 
whole weight of the injury: for though the 
fraudulent factor seams to make the planter, 
retailer, and consumer equally his prey* yet 
the landed interest ultimately suffers the whole 
effect of the fraud, by making good what the 
subject pays, and the government does not re- 
ceive. 

" In such a cause, I might reasonably expect 
the approbation of the fair trader, and the as- 
sistance of parliament ; for assuredly, if in 
these times any cause can possibly be consi- 
dered exempt from the operations of party, it is 
the cause -now before the Committee. But, 
Sir, I am not to learn, that whoever attempts 
to remedy frauds, attempts a thing very disa- 
greeable to all those who have been guilty of 
them, or who expect to derive future benefits 
from tbem. I know that these men, who are 
considerable in their numbers, and clamorous 
in their exertions, have found abettors iu ano- 
ther quarter, in persons much worse than them-' 
selves; in men who are fond of improving 
every opportunity of stirring k up the people to 
mutiny and sedition. But as the scheme I 
have to propose, will not onljr be a great im- 
provement to the revenue, an improvement of 
two or three hundred thousand pounds by the 

Jear, but also great benefit to the fair trader, 
shall not be deterred, either by calumny or 
clamour, from doing my duty as a member of 
this House, and bringing forward a measure, 
which my own conscience justifies me in say- 
ing, will be attended with the most important 
advantages to the revenues and commerce of 
my country. 

" Justum et tenacem propositi virum, 
" Non civium ardor prava jubentium > 
" Mqnte quatit solida." 

"Amongst the many slanders to which the 
report of this project has exposed me, I can- 
pot avoid mentioning one, which has been cir-' 
culated with an assiduity proportioned to its 
want of truth, that I was about to propose a 
general excise. In all plans for the benefit of 
government, two essential points must be con- 
sidered, justice and practicability: many things 
are just which would not be practicable; but 
such a -scheme would be neither one or the 
other. Various are the faults of ministers, va- 
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tion from the duty ; and surely it must be con- 
sidered an intolerable grievance, that by the 
frauds which are daily committed, the very 
poorest <*f the peasantry are obliged to pay this 
duty twice : once in the enhanced price of the 
article; for though the fraudulent trader con 
trives to save to himself the amount of the tax 
imposed by parliament, yet he does not sell it 
cheaper to the public ; and a second time, in 
the tax that is necessarily substituted to make 
good the deficiency which has been by these 
means occasioned. Did.it ever happen till 
now, that when an abuse of this kind was to be 
remedied, endeavours were used to make the 
attempt unpopular ? 

"In diseussing this subject, it will be neces- 
sary first to advert to the condition of our 
planters of tobacco in America. If they are 
to be believed, they are reduced to the utmost 
extremity, even almost to a state of despair, 
by the many frauds that have been committed 
in that trade, and by the ill usage they have 
sustained from their factors and correspondents 
in England, who from being their servants, are 
become their tyrants. These unfortunate peo- 
ple have sent home many representations of the 
bad state of their affairs ; they have lately de- 
puted a gentlemari with a remonstrance, setting 
forth their grievances, and praying for some 
speedy relief : this they may obtain byrmeans 
of the scheme I intend now to propose; but I 
believe it is from that alone they can expect 
. any relief. ' 

"The next thing to be considered is, the 
•tate of the tobacco trade with respect to the 
fair trader. The man who deals honourably 
with the public, as well as individuals, the man 
who honestly pays all his duties, finds himself 
forestalled in almost every market within the 
island, by the smuggler and fraudulent dealer. 
As to our foreign trade in tobacco, those who 
have no regard to honour, to religion, or to the 
welfare of the country, but are every day con- 
triving ways and means for cheating the public 
by perjuries and false entries, are the greatest 
gainers ; and it will always be so, unless we 
can contrive some method of putting it out of 
their power to carry on such frauds for the fu- 
ture. 

u We ought to consider the 'great loss sus- 
tained by the public, by means of the frauds 
committed in the tobacco trade, and the addi- 
tion that most certainly be made to the reve- 
nue, if those frauds can be prevented in future. 
By this addition, parliament will acquire the 
tpeans of exercising one of its most enviable 
privileges, that of diminishing the burthens of 
the country, the power of doing wliich will thus 
be presented to them in various forms. If tt 
should be the prevailing opinion, . that the dis- 
charge of the national debt should be accele- 
rated, this increase offers an abundant resource. 
If the idea should prevail, that those taxes ought 
to be alleviated which fall heaviest on our 1 ma- 
nufacturers and the labouring poor, as soap 
And candles, this increase will replace the dif- 
' feienec Or if k should be judged that mote 



immediate attention ought to 'be 'paid to the 
current service, the fund may be reserved for 
that use : and it is manifestly unjust and impo- 
litic, that the national debt should be continued, 
and .the payment postponed ; or that the heavy 
duties on our manufactures should remain, 
which are justly paid, and without fraud ; or ' 
that ways and means for the current service 
should be annually imposed, if the present re- 
venues will answer alt or any of these purposes. 
This, I am convinced* will be the effect of the 
scheme I am to propose, and whoever views it 
in its proper light, must tee the planters, the 
fair traders, and the public, ranged on one side 
in support of it ; and none but the unfair traders 
and tobacco factors on the other. 

" I am aware that the evidence to be ad- 
duced in proof of the existence of the frauds I 
am about to enumerate, is not such as would 
be sufficient to induce a court of justice to pro* 
nounce the guilt of those to whom they may be 
imputed. But as I do not undertake the task 
of inculpation, if I make out such a case to the 
Committee, as will enable them to decide on 
the existence of the crime, they will not hesi- 
tate to apply the remedy. They will consider 
the deficiency of strict legal proof, as a motive 
for their interference, rather than their forbear- 
ance ; more particularly when they reflect, that 
if persons are with difficulty induced to give 
testimony in such a case as this, where the good 
of the country only is to be pursued, without 
injury to any one, they will be still less easily 
brought forward to give such information at 
will tend to the ruin of others. In this case it 
is hardly too much to say, that gentlemen should 
learn from the example of those interested, 
how to conduct themselves t they have, with 
an alacrity and unblushing eagerness which 
proves, which confesses their guilt, hastily in- 
ferred the most violent intentions in the friends / 
of government; they have assumed facts, and 
inferred iuteutions, without the smallest data 
on which to found their presumptions. I ask 
no more than this : if L succeed in making it 
appear that gross frauds are daily practised, 
and the revenue injured in a most daring and 
profligate manner ; that- the proposed remedy, 
should it appear adequate and applicable, may 
be resorted to, without subjecting me to the 
necessity of procuring that which is, in fact, 
unattainable, such precise proof as would satis- 
fy the administrators of the laws in the disposal 
of property, or deciding on guilt. Such evi* 
dence, and such facts as I have been able to 
collect, it is my duty to lay before you ; and it 
is your duty to support me, unless my plan apt 
pears totally- void of reason and justice." 

The minister then proceeded to give suck 
preliminary statements and calculations, as 
were necessary to render his plans intelligible, 
to make the abuses obvious, and to demonstrate 
the propriety and necessity of reform. From 
these statements it appeared, that the existing 
duties on tobacco amounted to sixpence an4 
oae-Uittd of « penny oa every pound, lilt 
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discounts, allowances, and" drawbacks, were a 
total drawback on re-exportation ; ten per 
cent, on prompt payment; and fifteen per 
cent, on bonded duties. The gross produce of 
the tax, at a medium, 754,1311* 4s. 7<L the net 
prod ace only 161,000/. 

Haying made these statements with the ut- 
most exactness and perspicuity, he proceeded : 

" I shall now point out as clearly as I can, 
and as amply as my knowledge will enable me, 
the principal frauds and most glaring instances 
of dishonesty, which occasion this amazing dis- 
proportion. And first I shall mention one, 
which seems alone capable of diverting from 
its proper channel the amount of any tax. I 
mean that of using light weights inwards, and 
heavy weights outwards, of paying by the first, 
and taking the drawback by the last, and 
charging the planter, and taking commission 
'by the whole. This evil is. farther enhanced 
by negligence ; for it is customary to weigh a 
few hogsheads only, and if they answer, the 
whole pass according to the numbers in the 
cocket. 

" A particular instance of this fraud came 
lately to our knowledge by mere accident s one 
Mi t ford, who had been a considerable tobacco 
merchant in the city, happened to fail, at a time 
when he owed a large sum of money On bond 
to the crown. An extent was immediately issued 
against him, and government obtained pos- 
jession of all bis books, by which the fraud was 
discovered. For it appeared, as may be seen 
by one of his books, which I have in my hand, 
that upon the column where the false quan- 
tities which had been entered at the importa- 
tion were marked, he had, by a collusion with 
the officer, got a slip of paper so artfully pasted 
down, that it could not be discoveredrand upon 
this slip of paper were written the real quan- 
tities which were entered, because he was 
obliged to produce the same book when that 
tobacco was entered for exportation. But 
upon exportation, the tobacco was entered and 
weighed according to the quantities marked on 
this slip of paper, by which he secured a draw- 
back, or his bonds returned, to near double the 
value of what he had actually paid duty for 
upon importation. Yet this Mitford was as 
honest a man, and as fair a trader; as any in 
the city of London. I desire not to be mis- 
understood ; I mean, that before he failed, be- 
fore these frauds came to be discovered, he was 
always reckoned as bonest a man, and as fair a 
trader, as any in the city of London, or in any 
other part of the nation." 

After enumerating several other instances 
where government had been defrauded of a 
full third of the duties imposed., and legally 
payable, he came to Peele*s case, which is 
singular from its enormity. M In September 
1732, this Peele entered in the James and 
Mary, from Mary land) 310 hogsheads of to- 
bacco, for which he paid the duty in ready 
money. In October following, he sold 200 
Jbogsheads -to gut Mr. Hyam, fyt exportation, 



and they were immediately exported.' It ap- 
pears.on these 200 hogsheads, that the duties 
paid at importation, according to the weights 
in the land-waiters books, were short of the real 
weights by 13,292 pounds./ The certificates 
sworn to tor Mr. Peele to obtain debentures* 
were to discharge bonds given on a former 
entry of Virginia tobacco, imported in No- 
vember 1731. The indorsement on the cocket 
made by Mr. Peele, in order to receive the de- 
bentures, exceeded the real weights actually 
shipped by 8,288 pounds, so that the total of 
the pounds weight gained by this fraud, amounts 
to 21,580. 

" The next fraud to which I shall direct 
your attention, is that of receiving the draw- 
back on tobacco for exportation, and relanding 
it. The effects of this prafctice are too ob vious 
to require elucidation, and it has been carried 
to such an extent, that a great number of ships 
were employed at Guerpsey, Jersey, and the 
Isle of Man, in receiving and relanding such 
tobacco. Nor was the evil confined to these 
ports ; a very , intelligent gentleman, Mr. 
Howel, who resided many years in Flanders, 
has frequently observed several quantities 
of tobacco imported into Ostend and Dunkirk, 
and there repacked in bales of one hundred 
pounds each, and put on board vessels which 
waited there to reland it in England or Ireland. 
About twelve months ago, nine British vessels 
were employed in taking cargoes for this pur* , 
pose at Dunkirk. » 

" The third fraud to which I shall direct the, 
attention of the committee, is that of receiving 
the whole drawback for a commodity of almost 
no value, namely, the stalks of the tobacco, 
which it is usual, after the leaf has been 
stripped off, to press fiat and cut, and by mix- " 
ing this offai with sand and dust, impose on the 
revenue officers, and obtain the same draw- * 
back as for an' equal weight of the entire plant. 
This miserable stuff, when the fraudulent pur- 
pose has, once been answered, is either thrown 
into the sea, or relanded and sold at three far- 
things a pound, with an allowance of l,01Gt 
pounds weight in five hogsheads* 

" The fourth fraud I shall advert to, is one 
of very great consequence, known by the name 
of socking, which is a cant term for pilfering 
and stealing tobacco from strips in the river. 
This iniquitous practice, which was discovered . 
in 1728 and 1729, was" chiefly carried on by 
watermen, lightermen, tide-waiters, and city 
porters, called gangs-men : the commodity so 
pilfered was deposited in houses from London 
Bridge to Woolwich, and afterwards sold, fre- 
quently^ eminent merchants. Five hundred 
examinations have been taken on the subject, 
from which it appears, that, in the space of 
one year, fifty tons were socked on board ships 
and on the quays. Sixteen tons were seized, 
but 'that quantity was reckoned an inconsidera- 
ble part of the whole. In consequence of 
these informations, 150 officers were dismissed, 
nine were convicted, of whom six are ordered 
for transportation, three to be nuipt: these 
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prosecutions were all carried on at the eipence 
of government : and it is not a little remarkable, 
when we recollect the professions of patriotism, 
virtue, and disinterestedness, which are now so 
copiously poured forth, that not a single mer- 
chant, though the facts were so notorious and 
shameful, assisted the state, either by informa- 
tion or pecuniary exertion, to suppress the 
fraud, or bring the delinquents to punishment. 

" The last grievance I shall mention, cannot 
so properly be denominated a fraud, as an 
abuse arising from the nature of the duties 
paid, and the manner of paying them ; I mean 
the advantage afforded to the merchant of 
trading with the public money, or making go- 
vernment pay more than they receive. Bonds 
are given for eighteen months, three years are 
allowed for the exportation of the article, and 
new importations discharge old bonds. The 
losses which result -to government from the 
failure of the obligors in these bonds, is im- 
mense ; besides the ungracious task to which it 
subjects them of suing the sureties, who had 
»o interest in the contract. The rich trader 
has another advantage ; . he avoids giving bonds, 
by paying the amount of his duties in ready 
money, for which he is allowed a discounc of 
ten, per cent. Naw it" is very common, and 
not out of the line of fair trade, for a merchant 
to pay this duty, receive the discount, and by 
immediately entering the same commodity for 
exportation, gain an advantage (I will not say 
defraud the revenue.) of ten per cent, without 
loss, risque, or expenditure. 

" The frauds winch 1 have here enumerated 
are, I apprehend, sufficiently proved to satisfy 
the Comm tteeof their existence, and their enor- 
mity is obv'ious enough to demand active inter- 
ference. The only remedy I can devise, is that 
of altering the manner of collecting the duties; 
Frauds become practicable by having but one 
check atimportation, and one at exportation ; if 
there is but one sentinel at a garrison, and he 
ftleeps, or is corrupted, the castle is taken ; but 
if there are more than one, it is in vain to cor- 
rupt the first, without extending the same influ- 
ence to those who remain ; and when difficulties 
are so multiplied, the project becomes hazard- 
Oaf and uncertain, and is abandoned. 

u If the grievance then is* admitted, it only 
remains to mention the remedy, and to consider 
whether it is effectual, or whether it is worse 
than the disease. * 

«* The laws of the customs are manifestly in- 
sufficient to prevent the frauds which already 
exist ; I therefore propose to add the laws of ex- 
cise : and by. means of both, it is probable, I 
ttiay sny certain, that all such frauds will be 
prevented in future. 

" I have already stated to the committee, 
that the several imposts on tobacco amount to 
sixpence and one third of a pfnny per pound, 
all of which* must be paid down in ready mo- 
ney upon importation, with the allowance often 
per cent, upon prompt payment ; or there must 
be bonds given, with sufficient suieties, for pay- 
raerrt, which is often a great loss to the public, 



and always a great inconvenience to the mer- 
chant importer. Whereas, by what I shall pro- 
pose, the whole duty will amount to no more than 
four pence three farthings per pound, and will 
not be paid till the tobacco is sold for borne 
consumption ; so that if the merchant exports 
his tobacco, he .will be quite free from all pay- 
ment of duty, or giving security : he will have 
nothing to do but re-load his tobacco for ex- 
portation, without being at the trouble of at- 
tending to have his bonds cancelled, or taking 
out debentures for the drawbacks ; all which, I 
conceive, must be a great ease to the mtr 
trader ; and to every such trader the preren- 
tion of frauds must be a great advantage, be- ■ 
cause it will put all the tobacco traders in Bri- 
tain on the same footing, which is but just and 
equitable, and what ought, if possible, to be 
accomplished. 

u Now, in order to make this ease effectual 
to the fair trader, and to contribute to his ad- 
vantage, by preventing, as much as possible, 
all frauds for the future, I propose, as I have 
Said, to join the laws of excise to those of the 
customs, and to leave the one penny, or rather 
three farthings per pound, called the farther 
subsidy, to be still charged at the custom house, 
upon the importation of tobacco, which three 
farthings shall be payable to his Majesty's civil 
list as heretofore ; and I propose for the future 
that all tobacco, after being weighed at the 
custom-house, and charged with the said three 
farthiogs per pound, shall be lodged in a ware- 
house or warehouses, to be appointed by the 
commissioners of excise for that purpose, of 
which warehouse the merchant importer shall 
have one lock and key, and the warehouse- 
keeper to be appointed by the said commission- 
ers shall have another, that the tobacco may 
lie safe in that warehouse, till the merchant 
finds a market for it, either for exportation or 
home consumption ; if his market be for ex- 
portation, he may apply to his warehouse-keep- 
er, and take out as much for that purpose as he 
hns occasion for, which, when weighed at the 
custom-house, shall be discharged of the three 
farthings per pound with which it was charged 
upon importation, so 'that the merchant may 
then export it without any farther trouble. But 
if bis market be for home consumption, he shall 
pay the three farthings charged upon it at the 
custom-house upon importation, and then, 
upon calling his warehouse- keeper, he may de- 
liver it to the buyer, on paying an inland duty 
t>f fourpence per pound, to the proper officer 
appointed to receive the same. 

" And whereas all penalties and forfeitures 
to become due by the laws now in being, for 
regulating the collection of the duties on to- 
bacco, or at least all that part of them which 
is not given to informers, now belong to the 
crown, T now propose that all such, penalties 
and forfeitures, in so far as they formerly be- 
longed to the crown, shall for the future -belong 
to the public, and be applicable to the same 
uses to which the said duties shall be made ap- 
plicable by parliament; and for that purpose I 
9 
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have the King's commands to acquaint the 
House, that he, out of his great regard for the 
public good, with pleasure consents that they 
shall be so applied ; which is a condescension 
in his Majesty, that I hope every gentleman in 
this House is fully sensible of, and will freely 
acknowledge. 

" Having thus explained my scheme to the 
Committee, I shall briefly touch on the advan- 
tages to be derived from, and anticipate some of 
the objections which may probably be made < 
to it. 

" First then, turning duties upon importation 
into duties on consumption, is manifestly a 
great benefit to the merchant importer. The 
paying down of duties, or bonding, are heavy 
burthens* The payment of duties requires a 
treble stook to what would else be requisite in 
trade ; and the asking securities, besides nu- 
merous other inconveniences, subjects the mer- 
chant to the necessity of returning the favour. 
It hardly requires to be mentioned, that it is«a 
very great accommodation to be obliged to pro- 
vide for the payment of one penny only, 
instead of sixpence and one third of a penny. 

" The next benefit is the great abatement on 
the whole duty. The inland doty being fourpence 
per pound, and the remaining subsidy three far- 
mings, gives an abatement of 10 percent, and of 
15 per cent, upon the whole: whereas, the 25 
per cent, is at present given only on the money 
paid down, which is not a fifth of the whole, 
and but 15 per cent, allowed on the four fifths 
which is bonded. Thus a duty of five peace 
farthing is paid on four fifths of the tobacco, 
and fourpence three farthings on the other 
fifth ; while by the plan I propose, no more 
than fourpence three farthings will be paid on 
the whole. ' It is easy to calculate bow great 
the advantage must be to the planter and fair 
trader from this arrangement, which demands 
so small an advance, exempts them from all 
the inconveniences of finding sureties, and re- 
quires no payment of any consequence, till the 
moment when a purchaser presents himself to 
refund the cost. 

*• If it should be objected against this pro- 
ject, that it makes the tobacco trade a ready 
money business, which it cannot bear ; I an- 
swer, that it may be so or not, as the parties 
themselves may chuse to arraign it; for if 
the merchant gives the consumer * credit, as 
he now does, for the duties as well as 
the commodity, the objection ceases to have 
any weight. 

" The great advantage to the public will be 
thisj that no duty being paid on tobacco de- 
signed for exportation, an immediate stop will 
be put to the fraud on drawbacks, and to most 
of the disgraceful efforts of dishonesty, which 
I have previously enumerated. This fact does 
not require to be verified by en experiment ; it is 
sufficiently proved by the success and facility 
which attend the collection of the malt duty. 

" 1 come now to the main point, and which 
alone can admit of debate ; the grand objec- 
tion of making the dealets in tobacco subject 



to the laws of excise. I am aware, that on 
Ijis subject I have arguments or rather asser- 
tions to encounter, which are of great import 
in sound, though of very little in sense. Those 
who deal in these general declamations stig- 
matize the scheme in the most unqualified 
manner, as tending to reduce those subjected to 
it to a state of slavery. This is an assertion, 
the fallacy of which can only be determined 
by comparison. There are already ten or 
twelve articles of consumption subjected to 
the excise laws ; the revenue derived from 
them amounts to about 3,200,000/. per an- 
num, which is appropriated to particular pur- 
poses. A great number of persons are, of 
course, involved in the operation of these 
laws : yet, till the present moment, when so 
inconsiderable an addition is proposed, not a 
word has been uttered about the dreadful hard- 
ships to be apprehended from them. These 
clamours of interested and disaffected persona 
are best answered by the contented taciturnity 
of those in whose behalf their arguments, if of 
any force, ought to operate. Are the brewers 
and maltsters slaves, or do they reckon them* 
selves so ? Are they not as free in elections, to 
elect or be elected, as any others ? Or let any 
gentleman present say, if be ever met with any 
opposition from, or by means of an exciseman f 

" I quit this general topic to advert to more 
particular and specific objections : The chief of 
them are, houses liable to be searched ; the 
being subject to the determination of com* 
missiooers without appeal, who are necessarily 
creatures of the crown ; the number of excise 
officers, the injury the subject will sustain in 
being tried without a jnrv ; and the particular 
interest of the crown in this alteration. 

" To all these objections one general obser- 
vation will apply ; that if for these reasons this 
scheme is to be relinquished, the whole system 
of excise laws ought to be abandoned. But I 
shall examine them one by one. I begin with 
the last, the most cruel and unjust, because it 
tends to set up an improper distinction, and 
draw a strong line of opposition between the 
interests of die crown and the interests of the 
people ; that is to say, between the estate and 
particular property of the crown, and the es- 
tate and particular property of the public : 
this naturally leads to a general consideration of 
the public revenues. 

" The revenues may be computed at 67000001 
per annum. The. public has of this, as its 
particular interest and property, about 
5,900,000/. per annum, namely, the appro- 
priated funds and annual supplies. The pre- 
portion remaining to the crown, 800,000/., if 
not an eighth part of the whole. And here, 
in order to obviate a general raisre presenta- 
tion, it is necessary to state, that the <:ivil list 
revenues, in five years, from Midsummer 17 2T 
to Midsummer 1732, have fallen short of die 
sum they are supposed to produce by upward* 
of 26,000/. a year on the average. Happy in- 
deed would be the state of the country, it the 
appropriated duties would answer ail the proper 
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engagements, and leave aC safplus sufficient for 
the current service ! But if that great object 
is not attainable, it is surely well wo/th the 
attention of parliament to provide fdr a 
moiety, of even a fourth part of the cur- 
rent service. The appropriated duties were 
funds for paying (he interest of the national 
debt. l ~ Tnere had been deficiencies "in several, 
but now a supply is made ; a sinking fund for 
gradually discharging the principal. A mil- 
Bon per annum has for several years been ap- 
plied, and that, by the public creditors, is now 
thought more than sufficient. 

" If under, the present management, the 
duties produce much less than ought to be 
paid to the public, has the public a right to 
make the most of their own revenues, or are 
they alone excluded from doing themselves 
justice ? To object against the improvement of 
. the king's part, is to say, that the public had 
better be defrauded of seven parts in eight, 
than that justice should be done to the crown 
in the eighth. If manifest frauds were disco- 
vered in a branch belonging entirely to the civif 
list, the post office for example, would* you ra- 
ther sanction the wrong than do justice to the 
crown? Why then this unreasonable jealousy 
ip the present instance? I call the jealousy 
Unreasonable, because in this proposition all 
possible care has been taken to avoid the -im- 
putation of being designed for the benefit of 
the crown. The penny which goes to the civil 
list is left to be paid at the Custom house. All 
increase from the inland duty is not to go to 
the crown, but to the public. All fines, for- 
feitures, and penalties arising from the inland 
duties, are renounced by the crown, and ap- 
propriated to the pablic. In a word, the crown 
will have no interest in the inland duty, but as 
trustee fbr the public. 

" This fact, duly foundered, answers (he 
great objection to the determination of com- 
missioners. For granting, fbr a moment, that 
commissioners are to be supposed corrupt, venal, 
and creatures-of the crown, what influence can 
tljeir regard for the crown have on them, to in- 
duce them to oppress the people, when the 
crown has no interest in their determination ? 
But though this answer might reasonably be 
deemed satisfactory and sufficient, yet to ob- 
viate even speculative objections, a remedy is 
supplied for this supposed grievance, by invest- 
ing ihree of the twelve judges with a power of 
determining, in a summary way, all appeals 
brought before tHem within the bills of mortali- 
ty ; and in the country, the same power is to 
.be vested in one of thejudges of the assize go- 
ing the next circuit. This renders it impossi- 
ble that the interest of the subject can be sacri- 
ficed to undue influence on the one hand, or 
the revenue to private solicitation, personal 
. friendship or regard on the other. While such 
a tribunal presents itself, uo offender would 
chuse to be carried into Westminster-hall, ra- 
ther than have his cause judged in a summary 
way. The benefit of a trial by jury would not 
induce a man to encounter the tedious, vexati- 



ous, and expensive proceedings in a court of 
law, more burthensome than the penalties and 
forfeitures in dispute, as far as my own obser- 
vation enables me to judge on the present sys- 
tem, where the commissioners have, in moat 
cases, a power to .determine themselves, or to 
bring informations, I have found that most peo- 
ple, against whom informations have been laid, 
have been desirous that their causes should be 
determined by commissioners ; but I never yet 
heard of one who was willing to take his cause 
out of the hands of the commissioners to have 
it tried in Westminster- Rail. One reason which 
contributes to render the exercise of power by 
the commissioners more popular is, that thej 
possess the privilege of mitigation, which is not 
entrusted to the judges, who are merely admi- 
nistrators of the law according to the letter; 

" The next objection is the increase of reve- 
nue officers, which fear, interest, and affecta- 
tion have magnified into a standing army. This 
standing army, allowing the proposed addition 
to extend to tobacco and wine, will not ac- 
cording to the estimate of the commissioners, 
exceed one hundred and twenty-six pertons ; 
that number, in addition to those already em- 
ployed, will do all the duty. In this compu- 
tation, warehouse-keepers are of course not 
included, their number must be uncertain, for 
the satisfaction and accommodation of the mer» 
chants : Few bouses, however, out of London, 
will be subject to the Excise laws which are not 
so already. 

" The only remaining objection is, the power 
of officers to enter and search houses. This 
objection could not possibly have any weight, 
without the aid of gross misconception, or rois- 
representapon. All warehouses, cellars, shops, 
and rooms used for keeping, manufacturing, or 
selling tobacco, are to be entered at the inland 
office. These are to be always liable to the in- 
spection of the officer*, and it is to be made penal 
to keep or conceal tobacco in any room or place 
not entered. But no other part of the house 
is liable to be searched without a warrant and a 
constable, which warrant is not to be granted 
without any affidavit of the cause of suspicion. 
The practice of the customs is now stronger; 
they can eater with a writ of assistance with- 
out any affidavit. But why all this solicitude 
in the behalf offraud? If the powers given by 
either, or both the systems of revenue law are 
not sufficient (as I am informed they are not in 
the case of tea,) it is an argument to add more 
checks, but no argument against the application 
of this. 

" The regulation in these two commodities; 
can affect neither trade, the poor, or the manu- 
facturer. The poor are not all concerned in 
the question or tobacco, as the retailer now 
sells all tobacco at the rate of duty paid. The 
manufacturer is concerned as little, for the 
same reason, and neither one or the other 
drinks any wine.' The landed interest cannot 
be affected by it in consequence of an advanced 
charge on the poor and the manufacturer. The 
whole clamoei then is in favour of the retailer 
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or tradesman, and evert be cannot suffer, unless 
guilty of frauds. This is the scheme which has 
been represented in so dreadful and terrible a 
light; this if the monster, the many headed 
monster, which was to devour the people, and 
commit such ravages over the whole nation. 
How justly it has been represented in such a 
light, I shall leave to this Committee and to the 
world without doors to judge. I have said, and 
will repeat it, that whatever apprehensions and 
terrors people may have been brought under 
from a false and malicious representation of what 
they neither did, or could know or uuderstand, 
I am fuHy persuaded, that when they have 
duly considered the Scheme I have now the 
honour to open to you, they will view it in an- 
other light; and that if it has the good fortune 
to meet the approbation of parliament, and 
comes to take effect, the people will soon feel 
the happy consequences of it; and when 
they experience these good effects, they will no 
longer look on those persons as their friends, 
who have so grossly imposed on their under- 
standings. 

" I look upon it as a most innocent scheme j 
it can be hurtful to none but smugglers and 
unfair traders. I am certain i( will be of great 
benefit to the revenue, and will' tend to make 
London a free port, and by consequence, the 
market of the world. If I had thought other- 
wise of it, I would never have ventured to pro- 
pose it in this place. 

" Therefore I shall now beg leave to move that 
it may be resolved, " That it is the Opinion of 
44 this Committee, that the Subsidy and addt- 
* tional Duty upon Tobacco of the British Plan- 
" tatioos, granted by an act of the 12th of King 
" Charles II. and the Impost thereon, granted 
" by an Act of the first or King James II. and 
*' also the one third Subsidy thereon, granted by 
" an Act of the '2d of Queen Anne, amounting 
" in the whole to 5§o\ per Pound, for several 
44 terms of years in the said respective acts men- 
" tioned, and which have since been continued 
" and made perpetual, subject to Redemption 
" by Parliament, shall from and after the f 4th 
« day of June 1733, cease and determine." 

Sir Robert Walpole having thus opened and 
explained the nature of the Excise-Scheme, 

Mr. Perry answered him as follows : 
Sir, The honourable gentleman on the floor 
has taken up a great deal 'of the time of the 
Committee, in stating a great number and va- 
riety of facts, and in drawing conclusions and 
making calculations, upon the supposition that 
every one of those tacts was exactly as he has 
been pleased to represent them to us. This J 
cannot entirely agree with the gentleman in, 
for if all those facts were exactly as be has re- 
presented them, and if all the computations be 
has made upon that supposition were just, that 
quantity or tobacco, the duties of which the 
public is thereby supposed to be entirely de- 
frauded of, would amount to a much greater 
quantity of tobacco yearly, than grows in the 
whole country from which we fetch that com- 
Vol. Vllt . 



modity. I did not ex pact to have heard to long * 
a detail of facts, or so .many particular compu- 
tations : I do not think it at all necessary upon 
the present occasion ; I expected that the gen- . 
tleman would have taken a much more general 
and a more just method: I thought he would 
have stated to us the quantity of tobacco yearly 
imported, the quantity yearly exported, and 
would have given us the best proofs that could 
be found for justifying his computations ih that 
respect, because f rom thence every man might 
have easily seen what quantity remained /for 
home consumption, and what sum of money 
this would have yearly brought in, if the duties 
had been all regularly paid ; and upon com- 
paring that with what those duties have really 
amounted to for some years past, we might 
have been able to have made some guess at the 
value of the frauds that have been committed, 
and at the advantage that may accrue to the 
public, supposing that all frauds had been pre* 
vented for the time to come. 

This is the proper way, the only way of com- 
ing at any sort of certain knowledge in the affair 
before us, but I am afraid if we should consider 
it in this way, we shoo Id find that the scheme 
now propsed to us would be of no such mighty , 
advantage to the public revenue as has been re- 
presented, even supposing that all frauds were 
for the future to be thereby entirely prevented : 
and considering that no method of collection^ 
no pains or penalties, that can be contrived, 
can be supposed effectual for preventing every 
fraud that may hereafter be invented and set on 
foot ; we should find no great temptation for 
agreeing to any scheme, by which the liberties 
of our country may he brought into the least 
danger for the sake of any advantage that we 
could suppose would thence accrut to the pub- 
lic revenue. That there are frauds committed 
in the tobacco* trade, I shall never pretend to 
deny, I make no manner of doubt but that there 
are too many frands committed in that trade 
as well as in every other branch of the public 
revenue : But upon a fair state of the case, I 
am sure they cannot amount to near that value 
which the honourable gentleman has been 
pleased to mention ; and therefore I beg leave 
to examine a little those particular frauds and 
calculations which have been mentioned by 
him. [Here Mr. Perry went through and exa- 
mined all the frauds that had been mentioned, 
and all the computations that had been made, 
more particularly as to the bonds, then went 
on.] 

Sir, It has been pretended, that the public 
has sustained, and are still in danger of sustain- 
ing great losses by the method of granting bonds 
for the duties payable upon tobacco : This I 
had before heard hinted at by the honourable 
gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a - 
meeting with several of the merchants in 
London trading in Tobaccos We have exa- 
mined that affair, and I can now tell that gen- 
tleman, that I have it in commission from t{iem 
to propose, that If the government will give as 
a discount but of gOXXW we wiligiva ondeuiaWe 
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security for th$ payment of ail the bondi they 
are now possessed of, which are not become 
desperate the bondBmeo being already gone 
oft, or become bankrupts. 

4» to that fraud called socking, it has been 
jJreadv discovered, an4 is, I hope, prevented* 
But it is well known, that the merchants dis- 
covered it first, the merchants went and com- 
plained of it to the commissioners of the customs, 
and the merchants joined and assisted the offi- 
cers of the customs in putting an effectual stop 
thereto. This I must know, because I had 
the honour to go at the head of several mer- 
O&ants trading in tobacco, to the commission- 
ers of the custom?, to request of them that 
we might be allowed to give a gratuity to 
-one, of their officers, who had been most instru- 
mental in the detecting and preventing of that 
fraud, and accordingly I myself paid that of- 
ficer a.very handsome sum <sf money, which we 
all thought his diligence and integrity very well 
deserved. 

As to the frauds committed at the weighing 
of the tobacco either on importation or expor- 
tation, I am afraid they are too frequent : But 
as. the tobacco is always weighed upon the 
public Custom-house keys, where Custom* 
Louse officers swarm like bees before a hive ; 
and as there must be two or three officers of 
the customs attending and overlooking the 
weighing of every cask of tobacco, we cannot 
suppose that these frauds were ever so enor- 
mous as they are represented to be: Whatever 
frauds are committed in that way, must he 
either by neglect or collusion of the officers, 
and I Cannot see how the Scheme now proposed 
to us will make the officers, either of the cus- 
toms or the excise, more diligent in their duty, 
or more faithful in theia* trust, than they were 
heretofore. As to the re-landing of tobacco 
after it has- been entered for exportation^ it 
was never pretended that this was practised at 
the port of London, nor can it be pretended 
that any great quantities of such tobacco were 
ever consumed in London : This is a practice 
that may perhaps have been frequent in the 
northern parts of the island, and in some dis- 
tant creeks and corners of the coast ; and 
while there is such a vast disproportion be- 
tween the prime cost and the duties on to- 
bacco, I may- prophesy, that in such remote 
places this will always oe a practices It could 
not be prevented by ten times the number 
pf officers Ire have, even though we had a 
much more numerous army to support them 
than we have at present : And as for the 
Stripping, cutting, and pressing the stalks, 
and the engine that has been invented for 
that purpose, if the honourable gentleman 
mentioned it as a fraud, or as a late discovery, 
he mistakes it very much ; on the contrary, it 
is no fraud, nor is it a late discovery ; it is a 
business that has been openly, honestly, and 
publicly carried on for many years ; it is a bu- 
siness that has improved our tobacco-trade, 
and is as common and as well known as the 
business of a woollen or almnen^draper. 



Permit me now to take some notice of the 
tobacco-planters, and of the .hardships they 
are laid under by their tobacco-factofs, who 
are, it- seems, now become their lords and mas- 
ters. I am sore none of them ever thought of 
Complaining, till they were put upon it by lew 
ters and applications from hence. There are} 
hardships in all trades, which men must neces* 
sarily submit to, or give up their business ; but 
every man, that understands the tobacco-trade* 
must see that the hardships the factors labour 
under, are by much the most numerous and 
the most grievous ; and if this Scheme should 
take effect, they will become so grievous, that 
no map would be able to continue in the trader 
by this the planters would be utterly undone, 
and the trade quite lost to this nation ; for it 
will be impossible for them to manage thei* 
plantations, or to send, their produce to Britain* 
without having some considerable merchants; 
settled liere, to send ships to receive the same 
in America, to receive and dispose of it afte* 
it is landed here, and to supply thein with 
ready money till their tobacco can be brought 
to a proper market. As to the remonstrance, 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman tej 
have beeil lately sent over by the tob**ccer 
planters, I knosr it was, obtained by lettefa 
sent from hence, athi I believe many of tbose> 
who joined in it, now heartily repent of what 
they have done ; it was drawn up in- a. form of 
a petition to this House, and was designed tot 
have been presented, but it seems the promo- 
ters of it have thought better of the matter : 
However, that it was obtained, in the un&ir 
manner I have represented, I am now ready 
to prove to the conviction of the whole, world. 

This then being the case,, as the Scheme now 
proposed to us cannot be supposed to be of 
any great benefit to the public revenue, as it 
will be so far from being an advantage, to the> 
fair trader, or to the honest planter, that it raaj 
probably ruin both, and. entirely destroy our 
: tobacco trade ; though I, and all honest men, 
and I defy that honourable gentleman, I defy 
the whole world to reproach me with one un- 
fair practice in the whole course of my life, I 
say, though I and all honest men wish from 
our hearts that frauds may be prevented in 
this, as well as in every other branch of the 
public revenue, yet I cannot give my assent to 
a proposition that may be of so dangerous coo- 
sequence ; a proposition which I look upon to 
be inconsistent with our constitution ; I am 
convinced it would prove a most fatal stroke to 
the liberties of my country, which will, I doubt 
not, be made plainly appear by other gentle- 
men of much greater abilities than miner, 
And to every man who has a regard for mV 
country, or for the people he represents, this 
last must be a sufficient reason for being 
against it, even though it were otherwise the) 
most beneficial Scheme that bad ever becsi 
proposed. 

But since I look upon my being a member 
of this House, as the greatest glory of my life* 
since I took upon that day on which I wai 
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chose one of the representatives of the city of 
London, as the most auspicious day of my 
whole life, I cannot tamely sit still and hear the 
whole body of the merchants of that great 
city represented by that honourable gentleman 
at a pack of rogues, smugglers, and unfair 
traders. It is a treatment they no way de- 
serve, it is a very odd, a very unkind sort of 
treatment, and such a treatment as I am sure 
they never will forget, and I believe never will 
forgive. 

Sir Paul Methuen spoke next. 
SiV; 

"When I first heard of this scheme, I was in 
the country, and there I must say that it had 
, been represented in such a light, as created a 
general dislike to it, and raised great appre- 
hensions in the minds of most people. It was 
represented as a scheme for introducing a gene- 
ral excise; such a scheme I own I would not 
allow myself to think was contrived or approved 
of by any gentleman in the administration ; I 
did imagine, that all those in the administration 
•were very well convinced, that a general excise 
was what the people of England would nev.er 
quietly submit to, and therefore did not believe 
that any of them would ever countenance a 
scheme which had thejeast tendency that way. 
But now, after having heard it opened, and 
fully explained, by the honourable gentleman 
on the door, I cannot but think that it is a wide 
step towards establishing a general excise, and 
therefore I must be excused assenting to it. 

How far it relates to trade, with which it 
certainly has a very close connection, I shall 
leave to be explained by others more couver- 
tant in those affairs ; nor will I take upon me 
to say how far it may be a remedy for the frauds 
mentioned by" the honourable gentleman; but* 
there is another concern which I shall always, 
while I have the honour to sit in this House, 
have a particular eye to, and that is, the liberty 
of my country. The danger with which this 
scheme seems to threaten the liberty of many 
of my fellow-subjects, is alone of sufficient force 
to make me give my negative to the question. 
Let gentlemen but reflect, let them but cast 
their eyes back pn the several laws that have 
been made since the revolution, they will there 
find, that there, has been already more power' 
vested in the crown, than may be thought alto- 
gether consistent with the constitution of a free 
country ; and therefore, I hope this House will 
never think of adding to that power, which there 
may be some ground to . suspect is already too 
far extended. 

The laws of excise have always been looked 
upon as most grievous to the subject : All those 
already subjected to such laws, are, in my opi- 
nion, so far deprived of their liberty ; and since 
by this scheme, a great many v more of his Ma- 
jesty's faithful subjects are to be subjected to 
those arbitrary laws, let the advantages accruing 
to the public from it be never so great or so 
many, they will be purchased at too dear a rate, 
}f they are purchased at the expence of the 
liberty of the meanest of his Majesty's subjects; 



for even the meanest man in the nation has as 
natural and as good a right to his liberty, as 
the greatest man in this or in any other king-' 
dom. 

Let us hut take a view of jhe neighbouring 
nations in Europe, they were all once free ; 
the people of every one of them liad once as 
many liberties and privileges to boast of as we 
have now; but at present they are moft of 
them reduced to a state of slavery, they have 
no liberty, no property or law, nor any thing 
they can depend on. Let us examine their 
histories, let us inquire into the methods by 
which they are deprived of their liberties, and 
we shall find a very near resemblance between 
those methods and the scheme now proposed to 
us. Almost in every country in the world, the 
liberties of the people have been destroyed, 
under pretence of preserving or of rescuing the 
people from some great evil, to which it was 
pretended they were exposed : This is the very 
case now before us, in order to enable the 
crowu to prevent some little frauds, pretended v 
to have been committed in the ancient method 
of collecting the public revenue, it is proposed 
to us to put such a power in the hands of the 
crown, as may enable some future Prince to en- 
slave the whole nation. This is really the light 
in Which this scheme appears to me; but to the 
honourable gentleman who now proposed it to 
us, I am persuaded it appears in a quite dif- 
ferent light, otherwise I am certain he would 
never have proposed it to this Committee* 
However, since the generality of the nation 
have already shewn a great dislike to it; I 
therefore hope the honourable gentleman ma/ 
be prevailed on to delay it till another session 
of parliament ; m such a delay there can be no 
danger, there can be no great loss to the pub- 
lic ; more especially since the money, to be 
thereby raised, is not so much as proposed to 
be applied to the current service of the present 
year : If it be delayed till another session of 
parliament, gentlemen will then have time to 
consider it fully, and to consult with their con- 
stituents about it; by that time it may possibly 
appear in a quite different light both to me ana 
to many other gentlemen, without doors as well 
as within ; and then, if upon examination it 
appears to be as good a thing as some gentle- 
men now seem to believe, it will, withoul^doubt, 
be approved of ny the generality of those with- 
out, as well as by the majority of those within. 

But I hope those gentlemen, who have now 
so good an opinion of the scheme, will not 
think of thrusting it down people's throats,, 
when they see that the generality of the nation 
have an opinion "of it quite different from what 
they have ; such a resolution, such an attempt 
might produce consequences which I tremole to 
think of: and this is another motive which is of 
great weight with me ; I have the honour to 
know his Majesty, his royal person I have for- 
, merry had the honour to approach, and I know 
him to be a prince of so much goodness, that 
were this scheme represented in this light to 
him, he never would approve of it; to him it 
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will, always be a sufficient reason against any 
proposition, that the generality of his people 
have shewn their dislike to it: I love his Ma- 
jesty; I have a sincere and a dutiful respect for 
nim and all his royal family ; and therefore I 
•hall always he afraid of any thing that may 
alienate the affections of many of hi* Majesty's 
faithful subjects, which I believe would be the 
certain consequence of the present establish- 
' inent of this scheme ; for which reasons, if the 
question be now pushed, I shall most heartily 
give my negative to it. 

Sir Philip Yorke (Attorney General) spoke 
as follows: 

s ir; - 

After the honourable gentleman near me 
Bad opened to the Committee, in a manner so 
full and so clear, a scheme which had met 
with so unfair and so ungenerous a treatment, 
before those who treated it so could know any 
thing about it, I little expected that the ho- 
nourable gentleman who spoke last, ' or any 

Sentleman in this Committee, could be bo far 
eceived, as to have taken it in the light they 
do.- In my opinion, the debate is now put 
upon a footing very different from what it 
Ought to be : What can the affair now before 
us have to do with our constitution ? there is 
nothing, there can be nothing supposed to be 
in the proposition made by my honourable 
friend, that can in the least tend towards in- 
croaching on our constitution, or towards af- 
fecting the liberty of the subject. The only 
consideration at present before us is, whether 
, we shall allow those gross frauds and abuses, 
formerly committed in the tobacco trade, to be 
still, carried on with impunity, or accept of a 
remedy which, by effectually preventing these 
frauds for the future, will considerably im- 
prove the public revenue, will be of great ad- 
vantage to the fair trader, and of singular use 
and benefit to the whole nation ? * 

This is the plain question now before us, 
and if it be considered in its proper light, with- 
out confounding it with other matters with 
which it has no manner of relation, I am sure 
it cannot admit of any debate. The honour- 
able gentleman, in opening this affair to us, 
made it so manifest that there have been 
great frauds committed in that branch of trade; 
and that the preventing of those frauds would 
be a great improvement to the public revenue, 
that what he advanced on that head has not 
been opposed or contradicted : and (his House 
has been upon all occasions so very careful of 
the public revenues, and has been always so 
ready to agree to any measures for preventing 
abuses in the collecting of them, that I cannot 
help thinking that the dislike, which appears 
against the remedy now proposed, must pro- 
ceed from some other motives than gentlemen 
are willing to own. 

It is certain, that by thefrauds and abuses 
that are committed in this branch of the re- 
venue, not only the public is cheated of what 
is due to them, but likewise every private con- 
sumer is most grossly imposed on, for he pays 



the same 'price at if the duties had actually 

been paid to the public : he pays a high pries 
for what he consumes, but then be has this for 
his comfort, that he thinks a great part of that 
high price goes towards tbe public good of his 
country ; but in all fraudulent trade he is im- 
posed on, the high price he pays, goes every 
farthing of it into tbe pocket of the fraudulent 
dealer. This then being plainly tbe case, I 
should think that the gentlemen, who oppose 
this scheme, ought to endeavour to shew us, 
that no such frauds as are pretended, have been 
committed ; or that they are so inconsiderable 
that they are not worth minding ; or that what 
is proposed would be no sort of remedy for 
them : but upon the present question, to talk 
of our constitution seems really to roe to be a 
sort of insinuation, as if frauds in the collecting 
of the public revenue were become a part of 
our constitution; and that whoever attempts 
to remedy them, must attempt something 
against our constitution : and as to the liberty 
of the subject, it is not possible for me to find 
out any liberty that can be struck at by the 
scheme now before us, but the liberty of smug- 
gling; for as to national liberty, as to that 
liberty which has always been, and I hope 
always will be the glory of the people of these 
kingdoms, it is certain that our public revenues 
are its greatest security : how then can that 
scheme be said to tend towards the destroying 
of liberty, which so evidently tends towards the 
improvement of tltat upon which our liberty/ 
manifestly depends ? 

As to the raising clamours and disaffection 
among his Majesty's faithful subjects, there 
can be no reason for apprehending any such 
thing from the scheme now proposed to us; 
.whatever Clamours may have been unjustly 
raised by ill-designing men against tbe scheme 
before it was known, will certainly all vanish 
as soon as it comes to be publicly known that 
there never was any thing intended by the 
scheme, but only to enable the public to re- 
ceive those duties they are already by law in- 
tied to ; and to prevent the fair trader's being 
undone by rogues and smugglers : so that one 
strong argument with me for agreeing to the 
scheme is, that by carrying it into execution, 
and thereby shewing to every roan what it 
really is, those ill-grounded clamours, which 
have been raised by the enemies of the go- 
vernment, may be allayed ; and may be made 
appear to be at last as groundless as they were 
at first malicious. Besides, as one of the chief 
things intended by this scheme, is the relief of 
the lauded interest, it must contribute towards 
establishing his Majesty and his government in 
the hearts and affections of all the landed gen- 
tlemen in England, when they see themselves 
so considerably relieved as to a tax, which they 
have been charged with for a great many years; 
and that without loading them, or any of their 
fellow subjects, with any new tax whatever, or 
• obliging one honest man in the kingdom to 
: contribute a farming to the public charge more ' 
| than he did before : this must secure to hit 
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Majesty the affections of all honest men, and 
it will greatly improve our character among 
our foreign neighbours ; for when they see that 
the government may be supported in times 
of peace, without the assistance of that im- 
position which i4 yearly raised upon the land- 
holders of Great Britain, they will be careful 
of giving us any disturbance or offence; they 
will all see that we have a fund in reserve, 
ready at all times, and sufficient for supporting 
a most heavy and expensive war. 

As to the severity of the laws of excise, I am 
surprized to hear gen lemeu talk so much of it 
as they do. The y talk Of those laws as if there 
were something in them most singularly severe, 
when it is well known that the laws of the cus- 
toms are in many cases as severe as those of 
the Excise, and the powers granted by the for- 
mer are, in most cases, as extensive as those 
granted by the latter: Au officer of the cus- 
toms has, in many cases, a power of enuring 
the house of any subject in Britain; this. is a 
power that is absolutely necessary to be given, 
and will always be necessary as long as we 
have any duties, to be levied; it is a power 
they have had for many years, and yet it never 
has been, I hope it never will be abused ; if 
ever it should, the parliament would, without 
doubt, severely chastise that officer that com- 
mitted such an abuse, or those commissioners 
who dared to encourage him in the committing 
of any such abuse. In this therefore the laws 
of the excise are no more severe than the laws 
of the customs, and in most other cases we 
shall find them pretty much the same with re* 
spect to severity; for which reason I could not 
hot he surprised to hear the honourable gen- 
tleman who spoke last, say, * That he thought 
4 all those who were subject to the laws of ex- 
' cise were downright slaves, and were entirely 

* deprived of their liberty :' I believe that most 
of those people, who are subject to the laws of 
excise, look upon themselves to be as free, and 
enjoy as much liberty, as any other of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects. 

One of the great complaints against this 
scheme is, I find, that it will greatly increase 
the number of excise officers ; a new army of 
excisemen, it is .said, most be raised for the 
execution of this scheme, and this may be of 
dangerous consequence to our liberties : But 
how little weightt there is in this argument, I 
leave to every gentleman to judge; the whole 4 
' number proposed to be added is not above 126 
officers ; and granting that there were to be 
150, is this nation to be enslaved by 150 little 
excisemen ? In this there is really something so 
ridiculous, that I am almost ashamed to men- 
tion it. 

Another objection is, ( That thereby a great 
4 many people wilt be subjected to be tried by 
' the commissioners of excise, or by commis- 

* sinners of appeal, who are entirely dependent 
' on ohe crown, and reuioveable at pleasure i 
Bat this oljcction is, I think, entirely removed, 
by making the appeal to three judges in West- 
minster-bail, who are all judges for life, and are 



consequently entirely independent on the 
crown. To this the gentlemen answer, 4 That, 
• even before those judges, the subject is not to 
' be tried by a jury/ and this is loudly com* 
plained of, as if the subjecting of Englishmen 
to any trial but that by a jury, were a great in- 
novation, and a dangerous encroachment upon 
our constitution. 1 own that by the great 
charter, by one of the fundamental articles of 
our constitution, every Englishman is to be 
tried by his peers ; but has not the wisdom of 
the nation found it necessary to admit of many 
exceptions to this general rule ; we have seve- 
ral of our most eminent courts, which are in 
every method of their proceeding an exception 
to this rule ; in the court of chancery we have 
no trials by juries ; in the high court of admi- 
ralty we have no trials by juries ; and in many 
particular cases h is ordered, that the affair, 
shall be tried in the roost summary way with- 
out any jury : In all these cases the wisdom of 
the nation found it necessaiy to depart from 
the general rule established by the great char- 
ter, and therefore they altered the method of 
trial ; Why should not the legislature now do 
the same ? Is not their power the same ? And 
if they see good reason for it in the present 
case ought not they to do it ? whatever is done 
by the wisdom of parliament becomes a part of 
our constitution ; and whatever new method of 
trial is thereby introduced, becomes from 
.thenceforth as much a part of onr constitution 
as ever the old one was. 

Now, if ever there was a reason in any case 
for altering the ancient method of trial by jury, 
I am sure there is a very strong reason for al- 
tering it with regard to trials concerning the 1 * 
revenue : every gentleman, who has been the 
least conversant m the courts of Westminster- 
hall, well knows the partiality of juries in fa- 
vour of those, who are sued by the crown for 
any frauds in the public revenue ; I could give 
many instances of it, but I shall mention only 
one. [Here he informed the House of the case.} 
The defendant in this case was one of the most 
famous and the most notorious smugglers in the 
whole country, he bad often been tried for such 
practices, and though he had always before es- 
caped, yet it was thought impossible he should 
then get off ; I had then the honour to serve 
the crown, and so must very well remember 
the trial ; the evidence against him was so very 
full and clear, that I believe there was jiot a 
man in the court, except those on the jury, who 
were not fully convinced of the truth of the 
evidence given against him ; he was, according 
to the opinion of every other -man present, 
fully convicted of what he was accused of; yet 
the gentlemen of the jury thought fit to bring uje 
a verdict in his favour: so that really the crown 
can never pretend to prevent smuggling or un- 
fair trading, as long as the trials are to be for 
.the most part by juries; and where it becomes 
necessary to alter the method of trial, the al- 
tering it in that new case can no more be said 
to be an innovation or an incroachment on out. 
constitution, than the altering of it formerly in, 
another case was. 
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th shdrt, I bare as great k Value for the liberty 
of my fellow subjects as any gentleman hi this 
House ; I shall always be ready to appear for 
the liberties 6f my country, whenever I see 
them in any manner attacked : but as liberty 
does net at all enter into the present question, 
it is needless to make any declarations about it, 
or to have it any wise under our consideration ; 
and therefore I shall be vecy ready to give my 
assent to the motion made by the honourable 
gentleman near me. 
Sir Philip Yorke having done speaking, 
Sir Paul Metkuen stood up again and spoke 
es follows: 
.Sir, ' 

I rise up only to explain myself as to one par- 
ticular, in which the honourable and learned 
gentleman over the way, for whom I have a 

^ry great respect, seems to have mistaken me, 
or rather has misrepresented what I said; for I 
did not say, that those who are now subject to 
the laws of excise are downright slaves, or that 
they are totally deprived of their liberty: t 
should be sorry "if any such thing could be said 
of any man. that has the least pretence to call 
himself a subject of Great Britain ; but I said 
that those, who are subjected to the laws 
of excise, are, so far as they are sub- 
jected to such laws, deprived of thejr li- 
berty : they are deprived of a part of their 
liberty, and therefore cannot be said to be as 
free as any other of his Majesty's subjects. 
This is still my opinion, and if those, who are 
ib unfortunate as to be subject to the laws of 
excise, were to be asked the question, Whether 

^ they think themselves as free in all cases, as 
those who are subject to no such laws ? I be- 
lieve there is not one of them but would an- 
twer, No. 

Sir John Barnard spoke next: 

Sir, 

I find that the honourable gentleman who 
Opened this scheme to the Committee, (sir R. 
Walpole,) and the learned gentleman who spoke 
since (sir Philip Yorke) make great complaints 
of some people's having grossly and maliciously 
misrepresented their scheme, before those ma- 
licious persons knew what is was. For my 
part, I happen to be of a very different way of 
thinking ; for though I am far from thinking 
that the scheme, as now opened to us, is the 

. tery same with what it was when first formed ; 
yet, even as it is now opened, it is snch a scheme, 
tn my opinion, as cannot even by malice itself, 
be represented to be worse than it really is. 

Now that I know it; now that I see what it 
is, it appears to me to be a scheme that will be 

- Attended with all those bad consequences, that 
ever were apprehended from it before it was 
known ; and 1 plainly foresee, that it will pro- 
duce none of those good effects, which gentle- 
man have been pleased to entertain us with the 
hopes of : 'They have, indeed, gilded the pill a 
little, but the composition within is still the 
tame ; and if the people. of England be obliged 
tb swallow it, they will find it as bitter a pill as 
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ever was swallowed by them since thejr were at 
people. 

The learned gentleman was pleased to say 
that he was of opinion, that the opposition to 
this wicked scheme, fbr so I must call it, pro- _ 
ceeded from other mdtives than gentlemen are 
willing to own. I do not know what* motive* 
he can mean : But I am persuaded-, that those 
gentleman who propose this scheme, have some 
secret views, which it would neither be conve- 
nient or safe for them to own in this place ; 
for as to any reasons or views, which may be 
openly avowed for the proposing of this scheme, 
I know of none, but that of preventing the 
frauds that may be committed in that branch 
of the revenue now under our consideration : 
and that it will not answer that purpose, has 
been made plainly appear by my worthy bro- 
ther near me (Mr. Perry) ; but granting that 
this scheme should answer such a purpose, if the 
laws now in being, duly executed, are sufficient 
to answer that purpose, what necessity is there 
for applying this new, this desperate remedy, a 
remedy which is certainly much worse than the 
disease ? But before 1 proceed any farther, I 
shall desire that the Commissioners of the cus- 
toms, who are attending at the door, maybe 
called in. 

[The commissioners were accordingly called 
in, and being asked by sir John Barnard, What 
they thought the value of the frauds committed 
in the tobacco trade might amount to one year 
with another ? Their answer was, That they 
had never made any computation : but one 
of them said, that by a computation he had 
made only to satisfy his own private curiosity, 
he believed the frauds come to their knowledge, 
might amoout to 30 or 40 x 000/. per annum, one 
year with another. Then sir John Barnard 
asked them whether it was their opinion, that 
if the officers of the customs performed their 
duty diligently and faithfully, it would not efc- 
fectually prevent all, or most of the frauds that 
could be committed in the tobacco trade"? To 
which they answered, that it was their opinion 
it would. Then he asked them farther, whe- 
ther it was their opinion, that if the commis- 
sioners of the customs had the same power over 
their officers, as the commissioners or the excise 
have over theirs, it would not contribute a great 
deal towards making them more faithful in the 
discharge of their duty than they now are? To 
this theii answer was, that they believed it would. 
After this, the commissioners being withdrawn, 
sir John Barnard proceeded thus : J 

Sir ; I now leave it to every gentleman in 
this House to consider, what reaf pretence can 
be formed for introducing such a dangerous 
scheme, as what has been proposed to us ; the 
only pretence I have vet heard made use of is, 
the preventing of frauds, by which, say they, the 
fair trader will be encouraged, and the revenue 
encreased : but now you see, that is the opi- 
nion, even of the commissioners of the customs, 
that, by a due execution of the laws now in 
being, all or most of those frauds may be effec- 
tually prevented : and I am sure, if they can 
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be prevented by the laws in being, the prevent- 
ing of tbem by that method will contribute 
much more to the increase of the public reve- 
nue; and to the encouragement of the fair tra- 
der, than the preventing of them by means of 
the dangerous scheme now proposed to us. 
I now leave ,it to the whole woild to judge, who 
are they that have secret motives which they 
are not willing to own ; which they dare not 
own ; Whether it be those who are the propo- 
sers and promoters of this scheme, or those 
who are the opposers of it ? 

The learned gentleman seemed to be tor- 
prised how our constitution, or the liberties of 
our country came to be brought into the pre- 
sent debate : he said, 4 he thought they bad no 
manner of concern in the present question/ 
I am sorry to differ from a gentleman who, by 
his profession, ought, who certainly does under- 
stand the nature of onr constitution, as well as 
any, man in England; but I am of opinion, 
that the constitution of our government, and 
the liberty of the subject, was never more 
nearly or more immediately concerned in any 
question, than they are in the present ; they are 
both so deeply concerned, that their preserva- 
tion or their total overthrow depends entirely 
upon the success of the scheme now under our 
consideration : If the scheme succeeds, they 
must tumble of course; if the scheme is defeat- 
ed, they may be preserved : 1 hope they will 
be preserved till time shall be no more. But I 
must say, that the learned gentleman, and 
every gentleman who appears as an advocate 
for the scheme now proposed to us, is much in 
the right to keep, if they can, the constitution 
and the liberties of their country out of the de- 
bate ; k is from thence that the principal ar- 
guments are to be formed against their scheme ; 
k is from thence that such arguments may be 
formed against it, as must appear unanswerable 
tp every man who has a regard for either. 

The gentleman tells us, * That there are but 
1 ISO, or 150 excise officers, besides warehouse 
' keepers, to be added by the scheme now be- 
1 fore us and this additional number they 
seem to make a ridicule of ; but considering 
the swarms of tax-gatherers we have already 
established, this small number, as they call it, is 
no trivial matter ; and I would be glad to know 
from those gentlemen, what they call ware- 
house keepers, and what number of them may 
be necessary? I hope they will allow, that a 
warehouse keeper appointed by the treasury, 
and paid by the treasury, is an officer of the re- 
venue, as much as any other officer whatsoever; 
and if the number that there must be of these 
be added to tbe other, I believe we may find 
that the number of revenue officers to he added 
by this scheme must be very considerable. 

As for the new method of appeal proposed, 1 
can see no advantage that it will be of to any 
unfortunate man that may have occasion for it: 
in all cases, the charge and trouble of attending 
must be very great, and the event very pre- 
carious ; but in most oases, where poor retail- 
era may hare occasion to be concerted, the 



charge and trouble of attendance must be 
greater, than the subject can bear, so that all . 
such people mutt succumb ; they must submit 
to the determination of the commissioners of 
tbe excise, and can expect no other redress, but 
what they meet with from the mercy of those 
commissioners. The judges of Westminster 
Hall are, it is true, for life, but they are all 
named by tbe crown ; I shall say nothing of the 
present judges, who so worthily fill the several 
benches of Westminster Hall; but if they 
should die, and if the crown should be resolved 
to use that power, which the Parliament had 
put into their hands, in order to oppress the. 
subject; they will always find Judges fit for 
their purpose: judges are but men, they are 
subject to the same frailties that other men are, 
and the crown has always plenty of baits where* 
withal to tempt them. A judge may be made 
a lord chief justice, a lord chief justice may be 
made a lord chancellor, and every one may 
have a son, a brother, or a cousin to be provid- 
ed for ; and the crown has many other ways, 
by which they may win over a judge to adminis- 
ter justice according to the directions he shall 
receive from court ; more especially when he is 
to administer justice in a summary way, and wkh- 
out the usual forms of proceeding in courts of law 
equky. For by this new method of appeal, and 
which has been so much bragged of, care hat 
been taken that the subject shall not be restor* 
ed to his ancient birthright, that is, to a trial 
by jury: No, this I find is most carefully 
avoided, and yet I think it roust be allowed, 
that it is the inherent right of e>ery Englishman 
to be tried by his peers ; I am not so much 
acquainted with law, as to give an account of 
the several cases in which this method of trial 
has been set aside, or the reasons for so doing; 
but I will venture to say, that wherever that 
method has been set aside, whether the same 
was done by the wisdom of the nation or other- 
wise, such an alteration was an innovation, and 
was a dangerous encroachment upon the origi- 
nal charter of our constitution. 

As to the pretended partiality of juries, so 
much complained of by the learned gentleman, 
k is of no weight with me ; I cannot see now 
that honourable gentleman, or any gentleman, 
can pretend to know what reasons a jury may 
have for giving their verdict: no gentleman has 
a right to be believed apon his single say-so, 
against a verdict given by twelve honest men 
1 upon oath. If there have been so many verdicts 
given against the crown, as that learned gentle- 
map seems to insinuate, it is to me a strong 
proof that prosecutions have been set on foot 
against the subject, upon the evidence of wit^ 
nesses, whose credibility or veracity have not 
been very much to be depended on ; which is 
so far from being an argument for altering the 
method of trial" by jury, that it is a very Strang 
argument for the continuance of that method in 
all time to come. But as it is now very late, and 
as I shall probably have another opportu- 
nity, of giving my sentiments more folly upon 
the affair now before us, I shall trouble you ne 
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farther at present, but only to declare, that 
now, after hearing this scheme opened to us, I 
dislike it as much as ever I did any represent 
tation of it thai ever I beard of, and therefore 
•ball give my negative to the question proposed, 
Sir Joseph Jekyll spoke as follows : 
Sir ; 

As the affair, which is at present the subject 
of our consideration, has been much talked of, 
* and variously represented without doors ; and 
a* it has been for some months the subject of 
conversation amongst people of all ranks and 
equalities, I was fully resolved to suspend my 
judgment in relation to it, till I should hear it 
fully opened and laid before this House. There 
were, indeed, such clamours raised without 
doors, and it was represented in so many hide- 
ous shapes, that I cannot say but t came this 
morning to the House, if prejudiced, rather 
against than in favour of any such project ; but 
•till I came, as I always do, altogether undeter- 
mined, and resolved so to remain, till 1 was 
fully informed by other gentlemen, in the course 
of the debate, of all those facts which ought to 
be known, before any determination can be 
made in an affair of so great importance. 

I had before heard, that by this scheme the 
landed gentlemen were to be eased of a part of 
the land tax ; that the public revenue was to 
be greatly improved ; and that our planters in 
America, and our fair traders at home were to 
be greatly encouraged : but all these conside- 
rations would have had no weight with me, if I 
had found that so many of my fellow-subjects 
were thereby to, have been subjected to the 
grievous laws of excise, without any alleviation 
or alteration. I must own, that the seventy of 
the laws of excise has been long justly com- 
plained of, but at the same time. I must say, 
that the many frauds committed in that branch 
of the public revenue now under our conside- 
ration are most heavy and grievous, and what 
I cannot think of seeing the nation suffer any 
longer under, without applying some proper re- 
medy ; and since by the proposition now made 
to us, there is not only an effectual remedy pro- 
vided against all those frauds, but likewise a 
method proposed, by which the edge of the laws 
of excise is to be blunted, and that severity 
taken quite off, which hitherto afforded just 
ground of complaint, therefore I cannot hesi- 
tate one moment as to giving my assent to what 
is now proposed. 

This consideration is of the greater weight 
with me, and must be so with every honest 
man, that by what is now proposed, the laws 
of excise are to be rectified, not only in the case 
now before us, but in every other case ; the 
whole body of those laws are to be reformed 
and .rectified in such a manner, as to v remove 
the greatest objection, with me indeed the only 
objection that could ever be made against the 
extension of them ; and if this proposition be 
now rejected, it is not easy to know when we 
shall, or if we shall ever have such an opportu- 
nity of reforming those laws, which have been 
so long thought so grievous. With me it bath 



always been a principle, to hearken to any rea- 
sonable scheme for suppressing of those frauds 
which are committed against the public; I 
look upon the persona guilty of such frauds as 
the greatest criminals, and if they have any 
character, if they observe any decency in pri- 
vate life, I take it to be only because they have 
no opportunity to do otherwise ; for that man 
must have a very whimsical conscience, who 
cheats the public, and yet would scrapie to cheat 
a private man if he had the same opportunity. 

Whatever resolutions we may come to in this 
Committee, there will probably be a Bill or 
Bills ordered to be brought in pursuant to. them ; 
and if in the course of the debate, any real dif- 
ficulties be started, if any reasonable objections 
he made, without doubt all proper care will be 
taken in the framing such Bill or Bills, to ob- 
viate all those difficulties and objections : this 
I make no manner of doubt of, and therefore I 
can find no difficulty in giving my assent to die 
question proposed. 

Mr. Heathcotc stood op and said : 
Sir; 

Other gentlemen have already fully explained 
and set forth the* great inconveniences, which 
must be brought on the trade of this nation, by 
the scheme now proposed to us ; those have 
been made Very apparent, and from them arises 
a very strong objection against what is now 
proposed: but the greatest objection arises 
from the danger to which this scheme will most 
certainly expose the liberties of our country ; 
those liberties, for which our ancestors have so 
often ventured their lives and fortunes ; those 
liberties which have cost this nation so much 
blood and treasure, seem already to be greatly 
retrenched : I am sorry to say it, but what is 
now in dispute seems to me to be the last branch 
of liberty we bave to contend for ; we have al- 
ready established a standing army, and have 
made it in a manner a part of our constitution ; 
we bave already subjected great numbers of the 
people of this nation to the arbitrary laws of 
excise, and this scheme is so wide a step to- 
wards subjecting all the rest of the people of 
England to those arbitrary laws, that it will be 
impossible for us to recover or to prevent the 
fatal consequences of such a scheme. 

We are told that his Majesty is a good and 
a wise prince, we all believe him to be so ; but 
I hope no man will pretend to draw any argu- 
ment from thence for our surrendering those 
liberties and privileges, which have been hand- 
ed down to us by our ancestors : we liave, in- 
deed, nothing to fear from his present Majesty; 
be never will make a bad use of that power 
which we have put into his bands ; but if we 
once grant to the crown too great an extent of 
power, we cannot recal that grant when we 
nave a mind ; and though his Majesty should 
never make a bad use of it, some of bis succes- 
sors may : the being governed by a wise and a 
good king, does not make the people a free 
people; the Romans were as great slaves under 
the few good emperors they had to reign over 
them, as they were under the most cruel ejf 
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their tyrants : after the people have once given 
up their liberties, their governors have all the 
same power of oppressing them, though they 
may not perhaps all make the same wicked use 
Of the power lodged in their hands ; but a slave 
that has the good fortune to meet with a good- 
natured and a humane master, is no less a slave 
than be that meets with a cruel and barbarous 
one. Our liberties are too valuable, and have 
been purchased at too high a price, to be 
•ported with, or wantonly given up, event to the 
best of kings : 1 we have before now had some 
good, some wise and gracious sovereigns to 
reign over us, but we find that under them our 
ancestors were as jealous of their liberties, as 
they were under the worst of our kings : it is 
to be hoped that we have still the same value 
for our liberties ; if we have, we certainly will 
use all peaceable methods to preserve and se- 
cure them ; and if such methods should prove 
ineffectual, I hope there is no Englishman but 
has spirit enough to use those methods for .the 

S reservation of our liberties, which were used 
y our ancestors for the defence 1 of theirs, and 
ibr transmitting them down to us in that glori- 
ous condition in which we found them. There 
are some still alive, who bravely ventured their 
lives and fortunes in defence of the liberties of 
their country ; there are many whose fathers 
wert embarked ip the same glorious cause. 
J-et it never be said, that the sons of such men 
wantonly gave up those liberties for which their 
fathers had risked so much, and that for the 
poor pretence of suppressing a few frauds in 
the collecting of the public revenues, which 
might easily have been suppressed without en- 
tering into any/ such dangerous measures. This 
is all I shall trouble you with at present, but so 
much I thought was incumbent jupon me to say, 
in order that I might enter my protest against 
the question now before us. 
Mr. Pulteney spoke next : 
Sir ; «The honourable gentleman, who opened 
this affair to us, took up so much of the time 
of the Committee, and it is now so very late, 
that I am almost afraid of giving you any 
trouble at present ; but I hope, considering the 
importance of the subject, that gentlemen will 
excuse me, and will allow me to take some 
aotice of what has been said by the honourable 
gentleman who introduced the debate, and the 
honourable and learned gentleman who spoke 
last but one. As to the frauds which the ho- 
nourable gentlemen dwelt so long on, and 
which the honourable and learned gentleman 
was pleased to call heavy and grievous, I be- 
lieve every gentleman in the Committee is con- 
vinced that there are such frauds, J believe 
every gentleman will agree that they are most 
heavy and most grievous : but I do not be? 
lievethat it is of late only that the hanourable 
gentlemen has come to the knowledge of them, 
nor do I believe that the frauds relating to 
wine and tobacco, are the only frauds he has 
heard complained of ; there is hardly a gentle- 
man in the kingdom, but has heard of frauds 
in almost every branch of the p*bli« revtnut ; 
Vol. V1H. 



even that honourable gentleman must have 
heard many years ago of the frauds committed 
in the tobacco and wine- trade; Why then was 
there no remedy sooner proposed ? How could 
that gentleman see the public revenue, foe 
which he expresses , such a tender concern, 
suffer so long by those frauds, without propos- 
ing some expedient for preventing them : The 
expedient now proposed is certainly no such 
new or extraordinary thing ; it might have 
been thought of, I dare say it has often been 
thought of before this time, but it seems it was 
never thought proper to propose it till now ; aft 
least it was never till now thought necessary; 
and yet it cannot be said, but that the frauds 
both in wine and tobacco were as great for- 
merly as they are at this present time. 

The honourable gentleman has been pleased 
to tell us, that his thoughts are entirely con- 
fined to the two articles of wine and tobacco, 
and that nothing else was eyer designed by him, 
or any of his acquaintance, to be subjected to 
the laws of excise : .Whatever his thoughts 
may have been in time past, he must excuse 
me if I say, that I do not believe they will be 
so much confined in time to come. Are there 
not frauds committed in every branch of the 
public revenue ? Will not that honourable gen* 
tieman think Jumself as much bound in duty to 
lay those frauds before this House, and propose 
si remedy for them, as he now thinks himself 
bound to expose, and to offer a remedy for pre- 
venting the frauds in wine and tobacco ? And 
if the remedy now proposed, be deemed by , 
parliament the most proper and effectual re- 
medy for preventing the frauds in wine and to* 
bacco, wifl not that be made use of as an argu-* 
ment for applying the same remedy as to the 
frauds in every other branch of the public re- 
venue f Will it not be said, you did so and so> 
in the case of wine and tobacco, why should 
you scruple to apply the same remedy in the 
case now before you ? So that, from the gen- 
tleman's own reasoning, from his own way of 
arguing as to the case which he has teen, 
pleased now to lay before us, one may see a 
most plain and evident design of a much far- 
ther extension of the laws of excise ; one may 
clearly see a design of subjecting every branch 
of the public revenue to those arbitrary laws); 
only the gentleman has a mind, it seems, to 
be a little cunning, and to do it by piece-meal. 

Whatever opinion the honourable and learned 
gentleman may have of the proposition made 
by his honourable friend, it is plain it breathes 
nothing bat the principles of the most arbitrary 
and most tyrannical governments, that have 
been established in Europe : The enlarging the 
power of the crown; increasing the number of 
dependents on the crown ; rendering the hap- 
piness of the subject precarious and uncertain, 
and depending in a manner entirely on the 
good-will of a prime minister, or of , those em- 
ployed under him, are the certain consequences 
of the Scheme now proposed to us ; they are 
the certain consequences of all Schemes for ex- 
tending the law* of excise, and are probably 

4 9 
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the principal riews of aH those who set up 
such projects. Let gentlemen but read the 
political Testaments of Richlieu and Louvois, 
those legacies which were left by the authors v 
' to their master, for instructing him' in the prin- 
ciples of arbitrary government; let gentlemen, 
I say, but read those testaments, and they will 
see, that the author of this Scheme, whoever 
he be, must be very well versed in them ; they 
will see how welt it agrees with the principles 
there laid down for the establishing ond sup- 
porting of arbitrary power. It is for this rea- 
son that the English nation has always been so 
averse to excise-projects of all kinds ; the very 
word ' Excise' has always been odious to the 
people of England. It is true, there has been 
an excise established by parliament, but it was 
first given as a purchase for the court of wards 
and, liveries ; and though that court was most 
justly looked on as one of our greatest grievances, 
yet the purchase has always been reckoned too 
dear, and, that parliament which gave the excise 
. las been branded with the infamous name of a 
pensionary parliament. Even the great king 
WhTiam, notwithstanding all he had done for 
the people of England, notwithstanding he was 
most generally beloved and esteemed by his 
subjects, yet be hud like to have suffered by a 
notion's prevailing among the people, that some 
new excises were to have been established. It 
was publicly said, that we had got a Dutch 
king* and that therefore we were to be saddled 
with Dutch excises: That wise king was so 
sensible of the danger he might be exposed to, 
by the prevalence of such a notion, that he 
thought it necessary to disavow any such in- 
tention by a public declaration. 

I most readily' believe, that the- honourable 
and learned gentleman over the way comes at 
all times to this House, undetermined as to any 
point that is to be brought befere us ; I be- 
lieve be always comes resolved to be deter- 
mined by what shall be offered in the course of 
the debate ; but I am very much at a loss to 
find out what in the present debate has deter- 
mined him to be of the opinion he now seems 
to be of : He has, indeed, told us, ' That the 
* reformation proposed 9s to the laws of excise, 
4 is what very much weighs with him He says, 
'That the laws of excise are to be blunted, 
4 and their edge is to be taken off by what is 
1 now proposed.' In this, I must confess my 
short sigh ted oess, I can see no reformation in 
What is proposed ; what I look upon as most 
grievous in the laws of excise is to continue the 
same as before : Are not the officers to have 
the same oppressive and vexatious powers con- 
tinued to them ? Are not the commissioners to 
have the same dispensing power with regard to 
fines and forfeitures ? Are trials by jury to 
be restored to the subjects? No, all these 
grievances are to remain on the same footing 
they were before. The power and influence of 
the crown, by means of the laws of excise, is 
still to be as great as it was before, only there 
-ore oy this scheme many thousands more to be 
subjected to it; The method of appeal is, in- 



deed, to be a little altered, but I am afraid 
the alteration will not be much for the better ; 
the expence will be much greater, Mid the re- 
dress as precarious as ever it was before : How/ 
then are the laws of excise to be blunted f 
Where is this reformation so much boasted of, 
and on which that- honourable and learned' 
gentleman seems solely to ground his opinion ? 
But it seems he expects, that when this proposi- 
tion comes to the length of a bill,' many fine 
things are" to be done, many more things than 
we have ever yet heard of: If it should come 
to the length of a bill, winch I am in great 
hopes it never will, he may very probably find 
himself disappointed ; and if that should be 
the case, I doubt not but he will be of a diffe- 
rent opinion. 

Gentlemen have said, that there are no com- 
plaints made of the laws of excise, or of the 
oppressions of excise officers ; but I believe 
there is no gentleman in this House, who can- 
not give some instances, even within his owa 
knowledge, of most cruel oppressions com- 
mitted by some of those officers : I am sure 
there is no gentleman who has ever acted m 
the country as a justice of peace, but can give 
hundreds of such instances. The pedple have 
complained so often, and so long, of the se- 
verity of those laws, and the vexation of tbose 
officers, that they are now weary of complain- 
ing : To what purpose should tbey complain, 
since they see there has never as yet been any 
provision made for their redress ? Their com- 
plaints have been hitherto disregarded, even by 
those who are in some manner bound to take 
'notice of them. 

The honourable gentleman was pleased to 
dwell long on the generosity of the crown, m 
giving up the fines, forfeitures, and seizures to 
the public ; but, in my opinion, it will be but 
a poor equivalent for the many oppressions and 
exactions, which the people will be exposed to 
by this scheme. I must say, that the honour- 
able gentleman has himself been of late mighty 
bountiful and generous, in his offers to the pub- 
lic: He has* been so gracious as to ask us, 
* Will you have a land-tax of two shillings in 
' the pound, or a land-tax but of one ; or will 
' you have no land-tax at all ? Will you have 
' your debts paid? Will you have them soon 
' paid ? Tell me but what you want, let me but 
1 know how you can be made easy, and it shall 
' be done for you/ These are most generous 
offers, but there is something so very extraor- 
dinary, there is something so farcical in them, 
that really I can hardly mention them without 
laughing : It puts me in mind of the story of 
sir Epicure Mammon in " The Alchimist be 
was gulled out of his mopey by fine promises ; 
he was promised the philosopher's stone, by 
which lie was to get mountains of gold, and 
every thing else he could desire; but all ended 
at last in some little thing for* curing the itch* 

I wish the gentlemen, who appear so zealous 
for this scheme, would have some little regard to 
their constituents. It is well known that it wae 
the custom among our ajKMtors, when any 
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new device was proposed, to desire time to 
have a conference_with their countries ; I am 
bat very little conversant in books of law, how- 
ever I sometimes look into them ; and 1 must 
beg leave to read a passage or two on this sub- 
ject, from my lord Coke-. That great lawyer, 
in the 4th part of his Institutes, page 14, says, 

* It is also the law and custom of the parliament, 
4 that when any new device is moved on the 
' King's behalf, in parliament, for his aid, or 

* the like, the Commons may answer, that they 
€ tendered the King's estate, and. are readyHO' 
4 aid the same, only hi this new device they 
' dare not agree without conference with their 
' countries ; whereby it appears* that such 

* conference is warrantable by the law and cus- 
' torn of parliament.' And again, page 34, 
he tells ui| * At the parliament holden in the 

* 9th of king Edward 3, when a motion was 
4 made for a subsidy of a new kind, the Com- 

* mnns answered, that tbev would have con- 

* ference with those of their several countries 
' and places, who had put them in trust, before 
4 they treated of any such matter. 9 If such a 
conference was ever necessary upon any occa- 
sion, it is surely necessary before we agree to 
the device now offered to us; a device which, 
in my opinion, strikes at the very root of our 
liberties ; it is, in my way of thinking, a down- 
right plan for- arbitrary power ; and in this I 
am not singular, for there seems to be many 
gentlemen of the same opinion within doors as 
well as without ; therefore I must think that it 
is necessary, it is incumbent upon every gen- 
tleman in this House, at least, to desire to have 
a conference with his constituents, before he 
agrees to any such device : This would have 
been necessary, if we had* been eutirely igno- 
rant of the sentiments of our several coun- 
tries ; but indeed in the present case, such a 
conference seems to be quite unnecessary ; we 
already know the sentiments of our constitu- 
ents in relation to the device now offered to us; 
tbe whole nation bas already, in the most open 
manner declared their dislike to it ; and there- 
fore I hope the gentlemen of this Committee 
will reject it with that scorn and contempt it 
deserves. 

§ir William Wyndham spoke next : 

Sir, Though it be now very late, yet I must 
beg leave to offer my sentiments upon the ques- 
tion now in debate; for itos a question* of such 
importance, that I should not think I dis- 
charged the duty I owe to my country, without 
declaring in the most open and public manner, 
my dislike and abhorrence of tbe Scheme which 
has been now opened to us. The Scheme, as 
now explained to us, has, in my opinion, been 
no way misrepresented; it is the very same 
with what has been represented to us> it is the 
very same with that which tbe nation has so 
openly and so generally declared their dislike 
to; it is fraught with all those evils which were 
ever attributed to ir, and most apparently 
strikes at the very fundamentals of our consti- 
tution. The collecting of any duties by the 
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laws of Excise, has, in all ages, and in all coun- 
tries, been looked on as the most grievous and 
mostoppressrve method of collecting taxes; anil 
if one method of raising an Excise xan be more 
oppressive than another, it must be 1 granted, 
that the method now proposed to us, of raising 
this new Excise, most of all methods be ike 
most oppressive and the most vexatious to the 
people : in all countries, Excises of every kind 
are looked on as badges 6f slavery ; and though 
the English nation be now unfortunately sub- 
jected to some of them, yet I hope they will 
never consent to any new Excises, or to any 
new extension of the laws of Excise, let the? 
pretences for so doing be ever so specious. 

But in the present case, let us consider what 
are the specious pretences made use of, what 
are the great advantages proposed, for per* 
suading us to consent to the subjecting so many 
of 'bis Majesty's faithful subjects to be plagued 
and harrassed by the officers of Excise. Tbe 
suppressing of frauds, and the advantages that 
will accrue therefrom to the public and to the 
fair trader, is by what I can find, tbe only pre* 
tence now made use of ; and yet those frauds, 
even aggravated as they were by the honoura- 
ble gentleman who proposed this Scheme to us, 
do amount to a jnere trifle ; so that the im- 
provement to be made, as to the public reve- 
nue, will but be very inconsiderable, if any at 
all, after deducting the additional charges of 
management, which the public will become 
liable to by the great increase of officers. This 
pretence therefore, even when set in tbe 
strongest light can be no sufficient argument 
for prevailing on us to expose our constitution 
to the least danger, or to subject any of our fel- 
low-countrymen to great hardships : But this 
pretence is still more frivolous, since it has been 
made appear to us, tbat those frauds are not at 
all so considerable as they have been repre- 
sented, that all sorts of frauds cannot be pre- 
vented, even by the Scheme now proposed ; 
and that many of those frauds, that nave been 
lately committed, might be prevented by the 
laws now in being, if care were taken to 
have proper officers, and to make those offi- 
cers diligent and faithful. I grant, indeed, 
that the power and influence of the crown 
will be greatly increased and improved by 
this Scheme; I must own that great num- 
bers of the people of this nation will thereby 
be rendered most submissive and obedient to 
those that shall hereafter be employed by the 
crow*; and if this be a motive for agreeing to 
this Scheme, I must allow that it is a strong 
one, I believe indeed that it is the only real one 
tbat any gentleman can have for giving his con- 
sent to such a Scheme; but with me it is so 
far from being a motive for giving my consent, 
that it is the stongest motive 1 have for giving 
my negative to the question now before us, be- 
cause I think it absolutely inconsistent with our 
constitution. v 

It is true, an ease to the landed interest bat 
upon this, as well as upon some ether late occa- 
sions of the like- nature, been thrown out as a 
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bait for some gentlemen : but I hope the landed 
gentlemen are not to be caught by such baits ; 
the hook appears so plain, that it may be dis- 
covered by any man of common sense ; how- 
ever, I most say, that the method of arguing is 
unfair, the design is wicked ; for it is an endea- 
vour to set the landed interest in a manner at 
war with the trading interest of the nation ; it 
is endeavouring to destroy that harmony which 
always ought to subsist among the people of the 
same nation, nnd which if once destroyed, 
would certainly end in the ruin and destruc- 
tion of the whole. But every landed gentleman 
in England will do well to consider what value • 
their lands would be of, if for the sake of a 
small and immediate ease to- themselves, they 
should be induced to oppress and destroy the 
trade of their country; and whoever considers 
this, will despise all such projects, and reject 
them with that contempt which they deserve; 
this is one reason, for the landed gentlemen not 
to accept of the pretended ease, now offered to 
them, on agreeing to the Scheme now pro- 
posed ; but there is another strong reason against 
it: This House of Commons is mostly com- 
pofed of gentlemen of the best families and 
greatest properties, perhaps in the nation, they 
have generally a. great family-interest in the 
several counties, cities. and boroughs they re- 
present ; if this Scheme should take effect, that 
interest will soon be destroyed ; and surely no 
man will agree to a Scheme, which must inevi- 

, tably destroy the natural interest uhe great 
families have, and always .ought to have, in 
their respective counties; and transfer the 
whole to the crown: if this Scheme should 
once be established, the power and influence of 
the crown will he so great in all parts of the 

. nation, tbat no man can depend upon the natu- 
ral interest he has in bis country for being a 
member of this House; he must in all future 
times for such a favour depend entirely upon 
the crown ; and this, I hope, there is no gentle- 
man in this House would chuse to submit to. 

Queen Elizabeth, that wise and gracious 
princess, governed herself by politics, quite 
different from those which seem to be at pre* 
sent in vogue; she was »o far from endeavour- 
ing to divide or throw discord among her sub- 
jects, that she wisely never , gave herself up to 
any one minister, or to any one party ; she al- 
ways preserved a harmony among all her sub- 
jects, and kept a friendly correspondence with 
all parts and all parties in the kingdom; she 
even kept op a constant personal correspondence 
with some of the principal men in every county, 
by which she had always a thorough .knowledge 
of the several sentiments, as well as circum- 
stances, of all her subjects, and most prudent- 
ly adapted all her measures to what she found 
to be the sentiments of the generality of the na- 
tion ; more particularly she took care to avoid 
every thing that appeared to be disagreeable to 
the people; to this wise policy it is owing, that 
her reign makes such a glorious figure in the 
English history ; to this it is owing, that she 
migned with more popularity than any priuce 



since her time, except her royal successor 
queen Anne. Thus she reigned, and reigned 
absolutely, but so as I could wish every prince 
in England to do ; she reigned absolutely over 
the hearts and affections of her subjects, and 
thereby she had both their persons, and their 
purses always at command. 

Gentlemen ask, why do you complain of this 
scheme? Here is bo new tax to be imposed; 
there is nothing proposed but- only a new me- 
thod of raising those taxes which are already 
due by the law : but I would have gentlemen 
remember, tbat this nation has onee already 
been more grievously oppressed, by a new 
method of raising and collecting that money 
that was before due by law, than they ever 
were by any new tax that ever was laid on 
them : I have already mentioned the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth; letus bat look a little farther 
back, and we shall find that the people were 
roost terribly harassed, and the nation almost 
destroyed, by a grievous method of collecting 
and raising that which was due by the laws 
then in being, Em peon and Dudley, those 
two noted ways-and-means-raen, those two 
wicked ministers, knowing the avarice of their 
master, and the insatiable desire he bad for 
money, concluded that no scheme would be 
more agreeable to him, than those which would 
fill his coffers by draining the parses of his sub- 
jects ; and this they did, without imposing any 
new taxes, they laid no new or illegal burden* 
on the people, they did it by a severe and 
rigorous execution of the laws that had before 
been enacted : but what waa their fate? They 
had the misfortune to outlive their master : but 
his son, as soon as he came to the throne, took 
off both their heads; 'and in this be did justly, 
though he did it against law : they had. done 
nothing contrary to law ; tbey had only put 
the laws severely in execution, and what they 
did was in obedience to the command of the 
King his father ; yet that could be no excuse 
for them ; their manner of executing those laws 
'was so grievous and oppressive upon the sub- 
jects, that nothing less, than tbeir lives could be 
admitted of as a sufficient atonement to tbe 
people ; and certainly, that oppression which 
is committed under tbe sanction of the laws, or 
of the royal authority, must always be deemed 
the most heinously criminal, and ought to be 
the most severely punished. 

i There never was in any reign a scheme or 
project attempted, so much to the dislike and 
dissatisfaction of the people in general; the 
whole nation has already so openly declared 
tbeir aversion to the scheme now offered to ua, 
that I am surprized* to see it insisted on; the 
very proposing of such a scheme to the House 
of Commons, after so many remonstrance* 
against it, I must think most audacious ; it is. 
in a manner flying in the face of die whole 
people of England; and since they have al- 
ready declared against it, God forbid that 
we who are their representatives should declare 
for it; 

«r Bofrrt Waijmlc replied a* follows : 
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Sir, . . 
As I wns obliged, when I opened the affair 
now before you, to take up a great deal of 
your time, I then imagined that I should not 
have been under a necessity of giving you any 
farther trouble ; but when such things are 
thrown out, things which in my opinion are 
quite foreign to the debate; wken the ancient 
histories, not only of this, but other countries, 
are ransacked for characters of wicked minis- 
ters, in order to adapt them to the present 
times, and to draw parallels between them and 
some modern characters* to which they bear no 
other resemblance than that they were minis- 
ters, it is impossible for one to sit still : of late 
yean, I have dealt hut little in the study of 
history, but I have a very good prompter by 
me, [meaning sir PhiUp Torke] and ,by his 
means I can recollect, that the case of Empson 
and Dudley, mentioned by the lionourabie gen- 
tleman who spoke last, was so very different 
from any thing that can possibly be presumed 
from tbe scheme now be/ore us, that I wonder 
bow it was possible to lug them into the debate: 
the case as to them was, that they had by virtue 
of old and obsolete laws, most unj ustly extorted 
great suras of money from people, who, as was 
pretended, had become liable to great pains 
and penalties^ by having been guilty of breaches 
of those obsolete laws, which for many years 
before bad gone entirely into disuse. I must 
say, and I hope most of those that hear me 
think, that it is very unjust and unfair to draw 
any parallel between the characters of those 
two ministers and mine, which was, I suppose, 
what the honourable gentleman meant to do, 
when he brought that piece of history into the 
debate. If I ever endeavour to raise money 
from tbe people, or from any man whatever by 
oppressive or illegal means, if my character 
should ever come to be in any respect like 
theirs, I shall deserve their fate: but while I 
know myself to be innocent* I shall depend 
upon the protection of the laws of my country; 
as long as they can protect me I am safe ; and 
if that protection should fail, I am prepared to 
submit to die worst that can happen. I know 
that my political and ministerial life has by 
some gentlemen been long wished at an eno\ 
* but they may ask their own disappointed hearts, 
how vain their wishes have been ; and as for 
sny natural life, I bave lived long enough to 
learn to be as easy about parting with it, as any 
man can well be. 

As to jhose clamours which have been raised 
without doors, and which are now so much 
insisted on, it is very well known by whom and 
by what methods they were raised, and it is no 
difficult matter to guess with what views; but I 
am very far from taking them to be the sense 
of the nation, or believing that the senti- 
ments of the generality of the people were 
thereby expressed. The most part of the 
people concerned in those clamours did not 
speak their own sentiments, they were played 
by others like so many puppets>: it was not 
Ike poppets thai ipok*> it was thus* 



the curtain that played them, and made them 
speak whatever they had a mind.* 
• There is now a most extraordinary concourse 
of people at our door; 1 hope it will not be 
said, that all those people came there of them- 
selves naturally, and without any instigation 
from others ; for to my certain knowledge, 
some very odd methods were used to bring such 
multitudes hilher ; circular letters were wrote, 
and sent by the beadles, in the most public 
and unprecedented manner, round almost 
every ward in the city, summoning them upon 
their peril to come down this day to the House 
of Commons : This I am certain of, because I 
have now one of those letters in my pocket; 
signed by a deputy of one of the greatest wards 
in the city of London, and sent by tbe beadle 
to one of the inhabitants of that ward ; and I 
know that such letters were sent in the same 
manner almost to every liveryman and trades- 
man in that ward : And by the same sort of 
unwarrantable methods have the clamours 
been raised, almost in every other part of the 
nation. . 

Gentlemen may say what they please of the 
multitudes now at our door, and in all the 
avenues leading to this House : they may call 
them a modest multitude if they will; but 
whatever temper they were in when they came 
hither, it may be very much altered now, after 
having waited so long at our door : It may be 
a very easy matter for some designing sedi- 
tious person to raise a tumult and disorder 
among them, and when tumults are once be- 
gun, no 'man knows where they may end ; he 
is a greater man than any I know in the nation, 
that could with the same ease appease them ; 
for this reason I must think, that it was neither 
prudent nor regular to use any methods for 
bringiug such multitudes to this place, un ier 
any pretence whatever. Gentlemen may give 
them what name they think fit ; it may be said 
that they came hither as humble supplicants, 
but I know whom the law calls Sturdy Beggars,* 
and those who brought them hither could not 
be certain, but that they might have behaved 
in the same manner. Hereupon 

Sir John Barnard rose up* to speak, but 
there being a disorder in the Committee, and 
the question being loudly called for, 

Sir John Kindt Cotton stood up, and spoke 
thus: 

To order, Sir, I hope you will call gentlemen 
to order ; titers is now a gentleman up to speak ; 
a gentleman who speaks as well as any gentle- 
man in this House, and who deserves attention 
as much as any gentleman that ever spoke in 
this House : Besides, he is one of tbe represen- 
tatives of the greatest and richest city in Eu- 
rope, a city which is greatly interested in this 

£. - - ■ 



* " I was informed, on the respectable autho- 
rity of the late much to be regretted lord John 
Cavendish, that the minister used the phrase 
sturdy beggars, not as a matter of reproach, but 
to mark that the petitioners against the excise 
were iorawdable petitioners." CoxVs Walpole. 
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debate, and therefore he must be Heard ; and 
I desire, Sir, that you will call to order, that the 
Committee may shew him at least that respect, 
which is due to every gentleman who is a mem- 
ber of this House* 

After this the Committee being called to 
order, N , 

Sir John Barnard went on : 
Sir, I know of no irregular or unfair methods 
that were used to call people from the city to 
your door ; it is certain that any set of gentle- 
men or merchants may lawfully desire their 
friends, they may even write letters, and they 
may send those letters by whom they please, 
to desire the merchants of figure and character 
to come down to the court of requests and to 
our lobby, in order to solicite their friends and 
acquaintance against any scheme or project, 
which they think may be prejudicial to them. 
This is the undoubted right of the subject, and 
what has been always practised upon all occa- 
sions. The honourable gentleman talks* of 
Sturdy* Beggars, I do not know what sort of 
people may. be now at our door, because I have 
not lately been out of the House; but I he- 



Alston, sir Rowland 
Andrews, Townsbend 
Anstruther, sir John . 
Anstruther, col. Ph. 
Areskine^ Charles 
Arundel, hon. Rich. 
Ashburnharo, sir Will. 
Ashe, Edward 



Austen, sir Robert 
Bacon, Waller 
Bacon, sir Edmund, 

(of Gillingham) 
Baker, capt. Hercules 
Bateman, Will. vise. 
Beauclerk, lord Vere 
Bennet, Thomas 



such perspicuity and strength of argument, that 
every body that heard him allows that he never 
made a better speech in his life. After him 
spoke alderman Perry, then sir William Yonge, 
sir Paul Methueh, Mr. Attorney General, al- 
derman Barnard, Mr. Winnington, Mr. Henry 
Pelbam, Mr. Shippen, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. 
Heathcote, Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Polte- 



ney, sir William Wyndham, and then sir Ko- 
lieve they are the same sort of people that were ! bert Walpole closed the debate; and about 



there when I came last into the House, and 
then I can assure you that I saw none, but 
such as deserve the name of sturdy beggars as 
little as the honourable gentleman himself, or 
any gentleman whatever. It is well known 
that the city of London was sufficiently apprised 
of what we were this day to be about ; where 
they got their information I do not know, but- 1 
am very certain that they had a right notion of 
the scheme which has been now opened to us ; 
and they were so generally and zealously bent 
against it, that whatever methods may have 
been used to *call them hither, I am sure *fc 
would have been impossible to pave found any 
legal methods to have prevented vtheir coming 
hither. 

Then after some farther debate, the question 
being put upon the motion made by sir Robert 
Walpole, it was carried in the affirmative, by 
t66 voices against 205.* - 

• 14 The debate was protracted till two 
•'clock in the morning, an hour at that time 
considered extremely late. Ttte people with- 
out ware so exasperated, that as sir Robert 
passed towards bis carriage, some of them 
caught him by the cloak, and would probably 
have committed some violent outrage on his 
person, if his sori, Edward Walpole, and gene- 
ral Churchill bad not interfered." — Coxe's 
Walpole. 

" Whitehall, March 15th, 1733-3. It is 
with the greatest pleasure that I am now going 
to give your excellency an account of the suc- 
cess of yesterday's debate, which is perhaps 
one of the most important that has happened 
since the Revolution. It was opened about a 
quarter before one, by sir Robert Walpole, 
who spoke two hours and a quarter, explaining 
and skewing the advantages of his scheme with 



half an hour past midnight the question was 
put, and carried by 265 against 204; the 
.fullest House that has been known this long 
time; to these must be added the two tellers, 
and there are besides 11 members in town that 
were prevented by sickness, and one, viz. sir 
Robert Furnese, died yesterday : so that your 
excellency sees this matter was well attended. 
Indeed I look upon it to have been the sheet 
anchor of the disaffected ; and by a particular 
circumstance that happened without doors, it 
looks as if nothing can hardly equal the rage of 
the disappointed cabal. 

" The debate was carried onlyt)y those who 
sjtoke for the question, with all the temper and 
dignity that was ever known upon such an oc- 
casion. Those whose speeches were most ad- 
mired were sir Robert, who possest himself, 
and was in as high spirit at the latter end of 
the day as when he first set out ; Jthe attorney 
and* the solicitor-general, and sir Joseph Je- 
kyll ; which last, though most firmly attached 
to the royal family and to the constitution, yet 
from a particular turn of his own, seldom votes 
with the King's servants. Two other gentle- 
men have been named to me who went to the 
House determined to vote against the question, 
yet voted for it upon conviction; their princi- 
ples and the company they keep bemg such 
that this was not in the least expected. As 
for sir Joseph, he solemnly protested that he 
came undetermined, but perfectly free and te» 
solved to take that part which upon the debate 
should appear to him the most just and rea- 
sonable ; and that having beard the strongest 
arguments on one side, and none on the other 
but what were trifling and evasive, of all which 
on both sides he made a very handsome ' and 
fair recapitulation, be was for the question. 

" I most own that, chough I did not doubt 
but the thing would be, carried, yet the majo* 
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Berkeley, hen Henry 
Bladen, Thomas 
Bladen, col. Martin 
Bond, John 
Bradshaigh, sir Roger 
Bridgman, sir Orlando 
Bristow, Robert 
Britiffe, Robert 
Brodie, Alexander 
Bromley, Henry 
Brooksbank, Stamp 
Brudenel, hon. James 



Burchet, Josiah 
Burton, William 
Butler, James 
Byng, hon. Robert 
Campbell, John 
Campbell, John, jun. 
Campbell, Daniel 
Campbell, James 
Campbell, sir James 
Campbell, Peter 
Carey, Walter 
Carre, Willianv 



tity was greater than I expected, considering 
*tbe artifices that had been used to inflame the 
corporations, and engage a majority in several 
of them to write to their members to oppose 
the scheme, which could not but have an influ- 
ence upon many of them with regard to their 
future elections, which are not very distant. 
Besides the abolishing of frauds, perjury, &c. 
which have been too much practised in the 
customs, and other considerations with respect 
to the duty itself, (for tobacco only was the 
subject, wine being reserved for another de- 
bate after Easter,) ypur excellency will easily 
see the happy effects of this event. Among 
others, it will shew the malecontents, that -nei- 
ther the ministry nor the parliament are to be 
intimidated by popular clamour from doing 
what is for the King and country's service. 
And then it will give room for taking off the 
land tax intirely, which will be a fund of two 
millions, and much more if it could be equally 
laid, ready for any emergency ; and which tax 
will in snch case be more cheerfully paid by 
the landed men, when they see that they are 
not to be eternally loaded with it ; but that it 
is laid upon them (if the misfortunes of the 
time shoulp' require it) out of mere necessity, 
and to be taken off again when that necessity 
ceases. Your excellency will forgive my in- 
dulging the satisfaction arising from these com- 
fortable reflections, by mentioning what you, 
from your own observations, will feel much 
better than I can pretend to explain it. I 
come now to obey my lord duke of Newcastle's 
commands, by making his excuses for not an- 
swering your last letters, which he will do very 
toon. 

" I must add a word about the multitude 
fbat Crowded the Court of Requests, West- 
minster-hall, and the other places and passages 
adjoining to the House of Commons. It could 
not well be otherwise, where two such numer- 
ous trades as tire tobacconists of all ranks were, 
and the vintners of all denominations appre- 
hended themselves to be concerned ; but there 
happened nothing like a tumult ; and the pre- 
caution that had been taken as usual on like 
occasions, to have justices of peace and con- 
stables readv in the neighbourhood, proved 
quite unnecessary. As to the dissatisfied vint- 
ners and shopkeepers in country corporations, 
if any should continue so, their neighbours that 
have estates, and by whose custom they subsist, 
ffili be eased of the land tax, and being pleased 



Carnarvon, marq.*>f , 
~ Cavendish, lord C- 

* Cavendish, lord J as. 
Chamberlayne, Geo. 
Cholmondeley, hon J. 
Churchill, brig. Chas. 

* Cfcrke, sir Thomas 
Clayton, sir William 
Clayton, William 
Clifton, sir Robert 
Clutterbuck, Thomas 
Cockburne, John 
Conduit, John 
Cope, sir John 
Cope, col. John 

Co pels tern, Thomas 
Corbet, William 
Cornwallis, hon. Step. 
Cornwallis, hon. John 
Cotton, sir R.Salisbury 
Cracherode, Anthony 
Croft, sir Archer 
Crosse, John 
Crowle, George 
Cunningham, Henry 
Danvers, Joseph 
Darcy, sir Conyers 
Docminique, Paul 
Doddington, George 
Douglas, capt. Root. 
Downing, sir George 
Drummond, John 
Duckett, col. William 
*Dunbar, Patrick 
Doncombe, Anthony 
Edgcumbe, Richard 
Ea>ard, Samuel 
Eliot^Ricbard 
BHe, Giles 

Erie, Will. Rawlinson 
fcrskine, capt. Thomas 
Evans, capt. Richard 
Evelyn, John 
Eversfield, Charles 
Eyles, capt. Francis 
Fane, bon. John 
Fane, Francis - 
Farrington, Thomas 



Finch, hon. Henry , 
Fitzroy, Charles 
Fitzwilliam, vise. ' 
Forbes, Duncan 
Fortescue, William 
Fox, Stephen 
Frankland, sir Thomas 
Gage, sir William 
Gall way, vise. 
Gibson, Thomas 
Gleoorchy, vise. 
Gough, sir Henry 
Gould, Nathaniel 
Gould, John 
Gcant, sir James 
Gregory, George 
Griffith,xapt. John 
Grimston, Will. vise. 
Hales, sir Thomas 
Hales, Thomas 
Hamilton, Alexander 
Hamilton, lord Arch. 
Hamilton, John 
Han das vd, Roger 
Harbord, Harbord 
Harris, John 
Harrison, George 
Heatbcote, sir John 
Hedges, John 
Henley, Henry Holt 
Herbert, Henry Arthur 
Herbert, hon. r R. S. 
Hervey, lord 
Hinxman, Joseph 
Houghton, sir Henry 
Hope, Thomas 
Hoste, James 

t Hotham, sir Charles 
Howard, col. Charles 

- Howartb, sir Humph, 
Hucks, William 
Bucks, Robert 
Huxley, George 
Jekyll, sir Joseph 
Jennings, sir John 
I ngoldesby, Thomas 
Ingram, hon. Henry 
Jewks, John 



with it, will be able to bring .their tradesmen- 
soon into temper. 

" I omitted doing justice to sir William 
Wyndham, who made £he most of a bad argu- 
ment, and spoke extremely well. Perry's 
Speech was next. The rest of that side were 
not applauded ; nor did they speak so well as 
some of them have talked upon other occa- 
sions."— De la Faye to the Earl of Walde- 
.grave : Coxe's Walpole. 

" His royal highness the Prince of Wales, 
was present at the debates in the House of 
Commons; as was likewise a great number of 
the nobility and foreign ministers : There was 
likewise the greatest concourse of people in 
Westminster-hall, the Court of Requests, the) 
Lobby, he. that has been known for many 
years."?— London Magatine. 
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Kelsal, Henry 
Knight, John 
Knollys, Henry 
Lane, sir Richard 
Laroche, John 
Leathes, Carteret 
Leheup, Isaac 
Lewis, Thomas, (of 

Soberton) 
Lewis, Thomas, (of 

Radnor) 
Liddel, George 
Lisburne, vise. 
Lloyd, Richard 
Lloyd, capt. Philip 
Lockyer, Chas. 
Longueville, Chas. 
Lowther, sir Will. 
IiOvrther,hon. Anthony 
Lumley, hon. John 
Lyttelton, sir Thomas, 
Mai pas, vise. 
Manners, lord Will. 
Martin, Thomas 
Medlycott, Thomas . 
Meredith, sir Roger 
Micklethwait, vise. 
Middleton, col. John 
Mill, sir Richard 
Monro, sir Robert 
Monro, John 
Monsoo, George 
Montagu, hon. col. £. 
Mordaunt, col. John 
Moore, Robert 
Morgan, Thomas 
Morton, hon. M. Ducie 
Murray, JoTro, 
Nasmith, sir James 
Neal, John » 
Nicoll, sir C. Gountt r 
Norton, Thomas 
Offley, Crew 
Onslow, Arthur, 

(Speaker) 
Onslow, col. Richard 
Orlebar, John 
Owen, William 
Oxenden, sir George 
Papillon, David . 
Parsons, Henry 
Pearse, Thomas 
Peine, Henry 
Peiham, hon. Henry 
Peiham, Thomas, 

(Lewes) 
Peiham, Thomas, 

(Seanmere) 
Peiham, James 
Peiham, Thomas, jail. 
Perceval, vise. 
Piesa, col. William 
Pkt, Thomas 
Pitt, col John 
PolhiU, David 
Powlett, lord Harry 
Powiett, William 
Powlet, Norton, sen. 



Powlet, Norton, jun. 
Powlet, C. Armand 
Price, Uvedale 
Pulteney, col. Henry 
Purvice, capt. George 
Ramsden, John 
Reade, sir Thomas 
Reade, col. George 
Rich, sir Robert 
Ryder, Dudley • 
Roberts, Gabriel 
Robinson, sir Thomas 
Rutherford, James 
St. Quintin, M. Chitty 
Saunders, sir George 
Scropa, hon. John 
Scot, James 
SeJwyn, John 
Shannon, vise. 
Schaw, sir John 
Shelley, sir John 
Sinclair, col. James 
Sloper, William 
Smelt, Leonard 
Speke, George • 
Stanhope, Charles 
Stuart, William 
Sutherland, William 
Sutton, gen. Richard 
Talbot, Charles 
Thompson, William 
Thompson, Richard 
ThornniU, sir James 
Tilson, Christopher 
Towers, Christopher 
Towers, Thomas 
Townshend, hon. Hor. 
Townsbend, hon. Too. 
Treby, George 
Trencbard, George 
Tunnel, Samuel 
Turner, sir Charles 
Tylney, earl of 
* Tyrconnel, vise. 
Tyrrel, col. James 
Vincent, Henry 
Wade, gen. George 
Wager, sir Charles 
Walker, Thomas 
Walpoje, sir Robert 
Walpole, Horatio 
Walpole, Edward 
Walter, Peter 
Wardonr, William 
Wentworth, sir Will. 
White, John 
Whitworthy Francis 
Willes, John 
Williams, sir Nicholas 
William, Hugh 
Wills, sir Charles 
Wyndham, Thomas , 
Wollasion, William 
Wyna, Thomas 
Yooge, sir William 
York, sir Philip 
*Yorke,Joha 
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Abdy, sir Robert 
Aislabie, William 
Alington, Marmaduke 
Annesley, Francis 
Astiey, sir John 
Aston, sir Thomas 
Bacon, Thomas 
Bacon, sir Edmund, 

(Gillmgba 
Bagot,sir WJ 
Banks, John 
Banks} Joseph 
Barnard, sir John 
Barrington, sir John 
Bathurst, peter 
Bathurst, Benjamin 
Belfield, John 
Berkeley, hon. George 
Bevan, Arthur 
Bold, Peter 
Boscawen, hon. Hugh 
Bowes, George 
Bowles, William 
Bramston, Thomas 
Broke, Philip 
Bromley, William 
Browne, John 
Bulkeley, vise. 
Burrard, Paul 
Burrel, Peter 
Caesar, Charles 
Carew, sir William 
Cartwright, Thomas 
Caswall, sir George^ 
Chafin, George ~ 
Charlton, Sc. John 
Chetwynd, vise. 
Chetwynd, John 
Child, sir Francis 
Chiide, Will. Lacon 
Chohnondeley, Chas. 
Clarke, Godfrey 
Cocks, James 
Coffin, Richard 
Compton, George 
Cornbury, vise. 
Come wall, Vekers 
Cotton, sir John H« 
Courtenay, sir WilL 
Crisp, Thomas 
Curson, sir Nathaniel 
Dalrymple, capt. John 
Dalrymple, sir Jas. 
Dalryraple,hon.col.WV 
Davers, sir Jermyn 
Devereux, hon. Price 
Digby, hon. Edward 
Drax, Henry 
Drewe, Francis 
Dundas, Robert 
Elton, sir Abraham . 
Eyles, sir John 



Eyles, sir Joseph 
Fazakerley, Nicholas 
Fenwick, Nicholas 
Finch, hon. John, 
1 (Maidstooe) 
Finch, hon. John, 
(Higham Ferrers) 
Foley, Edward 
Fortescue, hon. Tbeo. 
Fuller, John 
Furnese, Henry 
Gage, vise. 
Qay, Robert 
Gower, hon. B. L. 
Gower, hon. W. L. 
Grosveaor, sir Robert 
Guidott, William 
Gybbon, Philip 
Hail, Charles 
Hanbury, John 
Harley, Edward 
Harrison, Thomas 
Harvey, Michael 
Hawkins, Philip 
Heatbcote, William 
Heatbcote, George 
Hedwortb, John 
Henley, Anthony 
Ho by, air Thomas 
Holland, Rogers 
Hope, sir John Bracer 
Howe, John 
Hyltony John 
In wen, Thomas 
Inchiquin, earl of 
Isbam, sir Justinian 
Kemp, sir Robert 
Kemp, Robert 
Keyt, sir William 
Law son, Gilfrid 
Lawson, sir Wilfrid • 
Lee, sir Thomas 
Lee, George 
Leigh, hon. Charier 
Levinz, William 
Lewen, George) 
Limeriak, vise 
Lisle, Edward 
Lister, Thomas 
Lloyd, Salisbury 
Lowther, sir James 
* Lowther, sir Tho. 
Lutterel, Alexander 
Lutwyche, Thomas 
Lvster, Richard 
Mackenzie, sir Geo. 
Mansel, hon. Bossy 
Masters, Thomas 
Master, Leah 
Meadows, Sidney 
Merril, John 
McUtaeOjhoa.sirPa*! 
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Middleton, sir Will. Scot, Robert 

Milner, sir Williaoi Sebright, sir T. Saund 

Monoux, sir Hump. Seymour, Francis 

Morpeth, vise. Shafto, John 

Morrice, sir Will. Shepheard, Samuel 

Mostyn, sir Roger Sbippen, William 

Mountrath, earl of Shirley, hon. Robert 

Newland, William Shuttleworth, Richard 

Newton, sir Michael Slingsby, sir Henry 

Nightingale, J. Gasc. Somerset, Id. C. Noel 

Noel, hon. Thomas Spencer, hon. John 

Noel, sir Clobery • Stanhope, hon. John 

Norris, sir [John Stanhope, sir William 

Northmore, William Stanhope, Charles 

Ongley, Samuel Stanley, sir Edward 

Packer, Winchcomb Stapleton, sfr Will. 

Packington, sir Her. Talbot, John Ivory 

Palmer, Thomas Taylor, Joseph 

Parsons, Humphrey Townshend, boo. W. 

Pelham, Charles Tremayne, Arthur 

Perrot, Henry Turner, Cholmley 

Perry, Micajah Vane, vise. 

Pevto, William Vane, hon. Henry 

Phillips, Erasmus Vaughan, W. Gy wn 

Plumer, Richard Vernon, sir Charles 

Plumer, Walter Vernon, Edward 

Plumptre, John Vyner, Robert 

Pottenger, Richard Walcot, John 

Powlett, lord Nassau Waldon, lord Henry 

Pulteney, William Waller, Edmund 

Rashleigh, Jonathan Waller, Harry 

Revnell, Richard Ward, John 

Rolle, Henry Warren, Borlace 

Rowney, Thomas Williams, sir John* 

Rusbout, fir John Willoughby, hon. Tho. 

Sambrooke, John Winford, Thomas 

Samjbroke, sir Jer. V^ Wortley-Montagu, E. 

St. Aubin, sir John Wrighte, George 

St. John, hon. John Wyndham, Thomas 

Saunderson, sir T. L. Wyndham, sir Will. 

Scawen, Thomas Wynn, Watkin Will. 

After this, three other motions were agreed 
to, without any division ; which, with the first 
Resolution, are as follows. 1. " That it is the 
" opinion of this Committee, that the Subsidy 
" and additional Duty upon tobacco of the 
« British Plantations, granted by an act of the 
" 12th of king Charles II. and the imposts there- 
" on granted by an act of the first of king James 
u II, and also the one third Subsidy thereon^ 
u granted by an act of the 2d of queen Anne 
u amounting in the whole to b\d. per pound, for 
" several terms of years in the said respective 
" acts mentioned, and which have since been 
" continued and made perpetual, subject to re- 
" demption by Parliament, shall from and after 
" the 24th day of June 1733, cease and deter- 
u mine. 

2. " That in lieu of the said Duties so to be 
" determined, there sbould be granted to his 
" Majesty an inland duty of 4d. per pound upon 
" all tobacco imported from the British planta- 
" tions, to be paid before the taking the same 
" out of the warehouse. . 

3. " That the Inland Duties, to be raised 
u and levied upon Tobacco, be appropriated 

Vol. VM. 
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" and applied to the same uses and purposes, as 
" the former duties upon tobacco, to be deter- 
" mined, were appropriated and applied. 

4. " That all fines, penalties, forfeitures and 
" seizures, to ariseby the said duties, be applied 
" to the use of the public, except so much 

thereof as should be allowed to the informers 
" or prosecutors." 

March 16, Sir Charles Turner reported the 
above Resolutions to the House ; and a mo- 
tion being made for agreeing with the Commit- 
tee in the first Resolution, 

Sir John Barnard spoke as follows : 

Sir: — Though the Resolutions which have 
been now read to us, -were agreed to by a majo- 
rity of those present in the Committee, yet I 
can make no manner of doubt, but that now, 
after gentlemen have had time to consider that 
affair seriously there will be many of a different 
opinion from what they were of in the Commit- 
tee ; for my own part, I must say that the more I 
consider that scheme on which these resolutions 
are founded, the more objections I find to it, 
and the less I find in those arguments which 
were offered in support of it. One of the chiet 
ends proposed by this scheme is, the preventing 
of those frauds which have formerly been com- 
mitted in the Tobacco-trade ; ljut, if we par- 
ticularly examine those frauds we shall find, 
that every one of them may either be prevented 
by the laws already in being, or they are such 
as cannot be effectually prevented by any tiling 
in the scheme proposed. 

The fraud which has been committed upon 
the weigbiog of the Tobacco at the Custom* 
House, and likewise that of exporting one sort 
of tobacco for another, is altogether ofcing, as 
has been already observed, to a neglect of duty 
in the officers, and not to any defect in the laws; 
and as to the fraods of running or re-landing 
tobacco, after it has been entered for exports* 
tion and has received the draw-backs, which are 
those by which the public has and always will 
suffer most, there is nothing in the scheme that 
can any way contribute to the preventing them; 
for it is not the manner of collecting of duties, 
but the amount of the duties, which occasions 
smuggling and running in all countries, and in 
all branches of trade ; and since the duties on to* 
bacco are by this scheme to be as high, or very 
near as high, as they were before, we may ex* 
pect there will be as much smuggling as there* 
was formerly; where the temptation is great, 
the number of the tempted will increase in pro- 
portion, let the danger they run be never so 
great 

As for the warehouses proposed, if there be 
any thing in that part of the scheme, which 
may be of use against smuggling it, is not to this 
scheme, that the proposition owes its birth ; it 
is what the merchants themselves have long ago 
desired; and for that purpose I drew up some- 
time ago a clause to have been offered to this 
House, which I shewed to the honourable gen* 
tleman on the floor ; and at that tijne the affair 
would have been pushed, but there arose some 
4P 
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disputes and differences among the merchants 
themselves, Which occasioned its being defer- 
red: that part of the scheme therefore I shall 
find no fault with,, I believe no merchant will, 
but then we would have it without the laws oi 
excise ; for this reason the honourable gentle- 
man cries out against the merchants as a Very 
unreasonable set of men ; be says, that they 
formerly desired to have warehouses, and yet 
now they refuse to accent of them. But do 
not gentleman see where the difference lies ? 
The Merchants desire to have warehouses with- 
out an excise, and the honourable gentleman 
will not, it seems,, favour us with the one with- 
out loading us with the Other. 

As to what the Civil List fray get by this 
scheme, it will depend entirerVtfpon the effect 
the scheme may nave in 'relation to the "pre- 
venting of frauds 1 ; but it 'is certain, that if the 
public revenue jg£t any thing by the scheme, 
the Civil Cist will get in proportion, or rather 
more ; for, by what is now proposed, that part 
df Vhe duty, which goes to' Wards the Civil list, 
h still to be payable upon Importation at the 
custom-house, and to be drawn brick on expor- 
tation, as before : Now 'it is iriahifest, that this 
will be'a^reat aoVantage to thVCivil List, and 
often a great inconvenience to the merchant ; 
for once in every six weeeks that money will be 
carried to the Exchequer, rind when once it is 
lodged there, I believe it will there remain ; 
it will never Be sent bad; to the custom-hduse 
to answer any 'occasion there may be for It 
at that place : so that WHen the merchant 
comes 'to export 'a 'quantity of tobacco, and to 
call for his drawback, if the Commissioners 
have none of that Civil List "money in their 
hands, they cannot apoly the 'produce of any 
other branch "of ttie public revenue to that rfs'e, 
and therefore the merdtiant tritlst Wait Tor Ills 
drawback until some new tobacco be imported; 
by which means the crown rbriy often have the 
use of that fnoriey, which should Tiave %€en 
applied to the payment of i the fnerchdht, 'per- 
haps for near a tWelvehiorith at a tTtrfe : and 
the laying out of that money fdr so Idng'a titte, 
fhay often "happen to be of dangerous cdnse 
quencetothe merchant's credit. 

The honourable gentleman talked of rritfking 
London a free port, T Wish with sill my heart he 
wodld <Jo So ; it is certainly w%at every ^mer- 
chant wishes 'to see 'ddne, arid *wmVt Vbuld 
greatly 0 contribute to the ihcrease 'and 'ebcou- 
ra^emeht of the trade of this flaubn; Dutfiow 
such a pretence can be set bp In favour df the 
schebe now before us, I cannot 'cdttipreUend, 
for I can see nothing in the scheme that ha* the 
feast tendency towards producing 'an effect so 
touch to be wished for : 6n the contVary,'it ap- 
pears evident to me. that by this scheme, die port 
of London, and all the other ports of he kingdom, 
Will be so far from being made free, that at e very 
one of them the mercbant will be subjected tb 
more trouble andexpetice^BOthtipon importa- 
tion and' exportation than ever be "Was before. 
It is true that updn the irhportation of tobacco, 
thelfcertfoant was formerly obliged to'^ay d6wn 



the whole duties, or give his bond with suffici- 
ent sureties for them ; but this was never any 
hardship upon the mercbant, because, if be had 
ready money, he advanced it for the prompt 
payment of the duties, and be had an allow- 
ance for so doing ; which wai but a reasonable 
allowance, considering how long he was some- 
times obliged to keep his tobacco on his hands, 
before he met with a market either for hbme- 
cftnsumption or exportation, and how many 
months credit he was often after that obliged to 
give to the buyer; and if ht had not ready 
money at command, lie could formerly give his 
bond for the whole duties with two sufficient 
sureties, wJiich a man of tolerable credit could 
always easily find ; . whereas by this scheme, it 
seems, every merchant -importer of tobacco 
must pay Some part of the duties at the entry, 
let him make what shift he will for the money, 
which to a poor man is a new hardship ; and 
to a rich man the payment of that part of the 
duties in ready money, is a greater hardship 
than the payment df the whole, considering 
that he has no allowance for prompt payment, 
as to that part of the duties which he is obliged 
to pay in ready money. 

1 am surprised to hear any gentleman say, 
that brewers make no complaints on account 
of their being subjected to the laws of excise ; 
I do not know what sort of brewers those ♦gen- 
tlemen may converse with, but I never con- 
versed with any who did not complain of 
it as a very great grievance, nor did I ever meet 
with any one who could not give very sub- 
stantial reasons for their complaints. There 
are many particular V&ys by which the officers 
of excise may be trdublHsotne arid veia tl ot is to 
the brewer ; but there is one which isgeneralry 
practised all over the kingdom, and that is, 
that those officers' n6t onlyijauge and take an 
account of their liquors, but likewise botige 
the brewers to shew them their books as often 
a^ tTiejr^av'eVmhid ; 'by wUich trfcarts they 
not only pry into all the Secrets and'toyiterfc* 
6f their trade/bift lilfcwlse into 'their circum- 
stances and fortunes. Can 'any eerrfleman look 
upon this as no grievance ? Is ittiat'a nartWhfp 
drion arty man to'ha've the secreb and myste- 
ries of his t^de'expdsed to every little fellow, 
whdm iberddrothtssloners of excise Shall please 
to put in aUthdrity dvernlin ? Bttffe it ifot'sfcll 
a greater hardship, 'for a ttan'toUe dbttgen* to 
"discover his circdmstaine'es, to otie 'Who is Vn 
utter 'str'anger^o him, perhaps to oht Who is 
his most implacaote^ftctoiy ? 

The honourable ifeentfettian, I ^tad, Values 
Mrteelf much npdh the Stiiall increase of 'ex- 
cise-officers that is to be made by his scheme; 
but then he seems to forget the warehd&e- 
keepers; th^y, as Well'astne other officers of 
1htcise,'lBnVall to he named ^y the crown, 'tad 
paid by the public, consequently they 'iire cer- 
tainly to be Called ottcto of theWeinie : They 
willbe'as expensive to ? the public, arid as great 
slaves to the administration, as 1 anv'otber sort 
of officers whatever. As* there We' tp be a 
^afttiriber of tobicc^ war^bo^in^ BrWii), 
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there must be agreat number of them, em- 
ployee) toi attend those w^rebpuses as often as 
ther« sbalj be occasion for them, otherwise it 
will be impossible for the merchant to manage 
or dispose of the goods he has there lodged ; 
{rpQ> whence, 1 must conclude, that the number 
qf tbojse ware h/)use-keeuers Wll b^ much more 
than, 4pn,$e. the nu ruber of the otlier uevr 
offices to be added by tfcis Scheme. 

Greqtlemen seem to make light of the trouble 
that merchants will be put to by those ware- 
house-keepers ; they think it will be no incon- 
venience to the merchant to be debarred all 
access to his goods, but at those hours when 
the warehouse- keeper is to be obliged to at- 
tend him. Those, who argue at this rate, 
seem to know but little qf the various acci- 
dents that happen in trade ; but this is not the 
pnly inconvenience that even the merchant is 
to be exposed 10 by this Scheme; he roust, for 
every quantity of tpbacco Jie sells, make a 
journey, qr send a messenger to the permit- 
office for a permit, which m,ust necessarily put 
{4m, to a great deal of trouble and expence ; 
and tbereiore, that the merchant may be as 
jDftuch eas^d as possible, J jiopc that, as soon 
as those public warehouses, are all appointed, 

Sjere wj|l be two jitple lodges like centry-boxes, 
uilt squjewhere afljpining to each, warehouse, 
pnefqr jije watebou^e-keeper, and the other 
tor the omcer who is to grant the permits. 

)>as been, §aid, that liberty has nothing to 
4o m tjhe question now, pft^re us ; but, in my 
jopinioo, if it is nqt deeply concerned jn tjijs 
question, it never can be concerneq* m any 
.qjjesfiqn that can cpme before this Houge : Is 
opt every man's hpuse looked on as his asyjum? 
|s then the giving a power to any little paltry 
exciseman to enter people's houses at all times 
of the day and night, no' encrqachment upon 
the liberty of those people f If it is not an en- 
i^oachmefit upon a man's liberty, it certainly 
is a very direct one upon his property, and qf 
pqnsequence it will be found to be an en- 
croachment uppn his liberty ; for can any 
man be sajd to be free, who must submit' to, 
and be the bumble slave of his exciseman, 
.otherwise he must expect no quiet or comfort 
within his own dwelling house : the most 
jblameless conduct cannot secure him against 
f/?xati6n ; and no man can be said to be free, 
who cannot depend upon his innocence for his 
protection : an officer invested with such 
jpow^er, may fall upon twenty ways to tea*£ 
an4yf x tjbe most innocent man upon earth : I 
f now, that one of my acquaintance, wbo has 
|(e misfortune to be subject to the laws of 
/^xpise already in being, was for a considerable 
jupap together, regularly visited by his excise- 
man at tfie hour the family went to dinner ; and 
jf they had but civilly asked the gentleman to 
^aii at any other time, bis immediate answer 
was, ' iNp^Sir, I am in a hurry, I have a great 
f deal of offer jbusjnessjto^^endhesides yours ; 
/ J must immediately .vjjsit sujcjb a place: if you 
^W'»5* aflow me nje, I oupjt jft and I fcnow 



family was disturbed and 4 one of them was 
always obfiged to jet up from dinner, in order 
to go and let him visit such places in the house 
as be had a mind. 

These are the fellows who, by this fine 
scheme, are to be put into every man's hou&e 
that is a dealer in either of the two commodities 
of to'baccoor wine : these are tfie Lord Danes, 
who are to be by law appointed to lord it over' 
every such dealer and his whole family : we 
' know what was the fate of the Lord Danes we 
had formerly in England, and I shall be very 
little surprized if these new ones meet with the 
same fate. In short, gentlemen may dress up 
this scheme in what shape they please ; but to 
one who considers it coolly and impartially as I 
have done, it must appear in its true colours. 
I am convince*} that it will produce nothing but 
the most mischievous consequences, not only to 
those who' are to be immediately affected by it, 
but likewise tg. the liberties and properties of 
the nation in .general ; and therefore I am en- 
tirely against agreeing to the resolutions of the 
Committee.' 

Mr. Horatio Walpole spoke next for agreeing 
with the Committee; Mr. Bramston against 
it; lord Hervey for it ; then, 

Sir Thomas Robinson stood up and spoke as 
follows: 4 

Sir : — As I had not an opportunity in the 
Committee of giving my opinion in this ques- 
tion, 1 hope I shall be indulged the liberty of 
doing it now, since I fihi) the whole is to be 
convassed over again. I will take up as little 
of your time as possible, in making a few ob- 
servations on the scheme itself as it now ap- 
pears to us, and ou what has fell from some 
gentlemen in the course of this debate. 

I cannot help expressing my surprize, to hear 
so often repeated the cruel usage the English 
merchants have met with of late : for bod's 
sake, let all that has been said in this House, 
during the time this affair has been upon the 
anvil, be fairly and impartially canvassed, and 
it will come out to be against the unfair deal- 
ers in wine and tobacco, and against them 
only ; why should gentlemen therefore apply 
it to merchants in general ? Give me leave to 
say, whoever makes such application, it is they 
who pin the question upon the whole body of 
merchants, and not those gentlemen who think 
the method proposed of collecting this revenue, 
will secure to the public what they have an un- 
doubted right to. All that has been said on 
this head, and what we are bow endeavouring to 
do by this bill, is Calculated to affect those men 
only, whose artifices and cunning have hitherto 
evaded the customs, against whom no l es * cau- 
tion can secure that duty to the public purse, 
which every consumer of this commodity has 
an indisputable right to have fairly collected. 

Surely no gentleman, who appears for tty's 
scheme, would for his own sake protect or 
countenance it, if he imagined the success of 
It would either affect oor trade, or the body of > 
t^etinplish n\eic](ia^t3 im^e^atejjf concerned 



Digitized by 



1519] PARL. HISTORY, 6 George II. 173S.— Debate on Sk tlobcrt Walpolt's (f^< 



in the exportation of oar manufactures, or by 
way of return for them in the importation of 
foreign productions useful and necessary to us ; 
for it is to our trade, and to our merchants, that 
the real causes of the wealth and prosperity of 
this nation are principally to be ascribed : But 
this scheme is not intended to affect, nor will, I 
think, in any shape reach these men, which 
when they come impartially to consider, they 
must be sensible of ; and then they will be able 
to judge, whether they have been alarmed at 
.the approach of real, or only at the noise of 
imaginary dangers. 

I am very sorry to hear so often urged, that 
these restrictions proposed only for the prevent- 
ing of frauds will be a discouragement to trade 
in general ; for the natural conclusion from 
thence would seem to be, that frauds and trade 
were inseparable : as the very foundation of 
this scheme, appears to me to be intended for 
the improvement of the public Revenue by the 
discouragement of frauds ; when it is so often 
affirmed, that it will also be a discouragement 
of trade, a stranger in the gallery, who was to 
near our debates, would naturally imagine that 
a continuance of, or a connivance at frauds, 
was in this country a necessary encouragement 
to trade. 

As this bill appears to me to be attended 
with certain advantages to the tobacco trade, 
and as I should be glad to be set right if I am 
mistaken ; I beg leave to ask a few questions 
of those who are conversant in trade : Whe- 
ther high duties on goods imported are not a 
great weight on every branch of trade so load- 
ed ; as it hot only obliges the merchant to keep 
a double stock in ready money, but of course 
confines that trade to a very narrow circle of 
dealers, and surely it never can oe the interest 
of a trading nation to encourage monopolies? 
Then I must ask, whether, as the law now 
stands, the tobacco trade has not this hardship 
attending it ? If it be so, I would ask', whe- 
ther this clog is not entirely removed by this 
, scheme? no duty being to be paid at importa- 
tion, nor any money demanded till the factor 
lias made his bargain with the retailer, who is 
to pay the whole duty ? 

Is it not another" allowed maxim in trade, that 
one of the greatest temptations to frauds are 
large drawbacks- on goods exported, nay the 
very parent of frauds in this commodity ? If 
this be a fact, is not this motive to frauds en- 
tirely removed, there being by this scheme no 
temptation whatever to frauds on this head ? 
for by this scheme as now amended, there is no 
part of the duty to be paid at importation, 
there is not a farthing of the duty ever to be 
paid for the tobacco which shall hereafter be 
re-exported ; so that the honourable gentle- 
man who spoke first, and who always speaks so 
well^and with so much weight in this House, 
has in this particular entirely mistaken the 
scheme now before us. 

Has net the method of bonding the duties, 
till very lately at least, been universally al- 
lowed to be often fatal to both the planters 



and factors, and as often detrimental to the 
public ? Is not this hardship quite obviated by 
this scheme? Is not bonding entirely out of the 
present question ? 

Were not the charges in the bills of sale from 
the factor to, his planter a very great hardship 
on the latter? According to all those I have 
seen, they never amounted to less than 25 per 
cent,. and oftner to much more, on the whole 
neat produce returned to the planter for his 
tobacco. 1 do not mean to accuse the factor of 
taking an extravagant or unjust gain on this 
head : but what I think we are now contending 
to remove, is the pretence for and the founda- 
tion of these charges, which have been so 
greatly detrimental to that trade, and so great a 
hardship on the Virginia and Maryland planters, 
who now send you a merchandize that proves 
to this nation, by the great quantities re-ex- 
ported to foreign markets, a very beneficial 
branch of your commerce; and if something 
he not now done in their behalf, I am told 
from very good hands, we shall run the risque 
of losing this staple of tobacco : then it will be 
too late to consider what methods are best for 
collecting the duties on it ; and therefore, were 
there no other motive for this bill, this conside- 
ration alone would weigh greatly with me, to 
make a trial, at least, of the method now pro- 
posed for giving relief to so considerable a 
part of our American colonies. 

Now I am up, Sir, give me leave to remind 
gentlemen, that, as the law now stands, 4f A 
neat money, at least, is paid on each pound 
of tobacco, immediately on importation, though 
the importer takes the advantage of all the dis- 
counts on prompt payment, otherwise the duty 
comes higher: but by this scheme, the whole 
duty will be at the highest but 4jrf. per pound 
weight, and will not be demanded till the 
tobacco is taken out *bf the warehouse for 
home-consumption, and therefore >may some- 
times not be paid till eighteen months or two 
years after the- landing of the tobacco : let 
therefore who will advance* the money, this 
farther credit given by the public, for the pay- 
ment of the duty, must be a certain benefit to 
this trade; and thus, by postponing the pay- 
ment of the duties till so much nearer the time 
of consumption, the dealers in tobacco will be 
enabled, and ought to afford it to the consumer 
on more reasonable terms. 

If then this scheme be found to be no real 
detriment to the fair merchant, and a certain 
benefit to the planters, I believe in another 
particular it will be a demonstrable advantage 
to the public, I mean an improvement of the 
revenue : but what appears to me pretty ex* 
traordinary is, to hear that improvement urged 
as one of the chief objections against the whole 
scheme, because the civil-list revenue wiH also 
of course receive some increase. Give me 
leave to say, 'that whatever appearance of 
weight there might have been in this objection 
before the scheme was known, yet now when 
it comes to be considered, that the crown in 
return gives, op to the public aU forfeitures aad 
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seizures, this objection can be of little weight : 
but surely this could never have been thought 
a sufficient objection for the legislature to re- 
fuse a remedy against the known frauds, prac- 
tised in the collection of the public revenues, 
on account of its preventing those practised 
against the crown ; especially, when even this 
improvement of the King's income is no more 
than what was, in effect, grauted by the Par- 
liament, when they appropriated the produce 
of those duties to his Majesty for life. 

But since it is said, that this alteration in the 
method of collecting the duty on tobacco will 
be such an augmentation to the revenue, 
though no new tax be laid on, nor an addition 
made to anyone now in being, it may be asked, 
from whence this augmentation wilt arise ? To 
this the bare enumeration of the several frauds 
at present practised in the Collection of this 
duty, would be a sufficient answer; especially, 
if we consider the large sum, which the frauds 
that have actually been discovered yearly 
amount to, and that it cannot be supposed, 
that one fifth part of the frauds, which have 
really been committed, have ever come to the 
knowledge of the public, or of those intrusted 
with the collecting of this duty: but as the 
honourable gentleman, who opened the debate 
in the committee, has so fully and so de- 
monstrably shewn the particulars of these un- 
lawful transactions; and as there are in this 
House so many gentlemen, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the course of the public reve- 
nues, who can speak more minutely to the 
nature of these frauds than I am capable of 
doing, I shall not enter into a detail of them; 
but only take notice, that there have been 
some instances, where a tripple fraud has been 
committed in the disposal of the same indivi- 
dual parcel of tobacco ; be, indeed, who prac- 
tises this method, must be very adroit in the 
business of smuggling, but it is certain it has 
been practised : the unfair trader has contrived 
to receive the full duty twice from the public, 
without having ever paid it once to the public ; 
he has received from the government the 
drawbacks upon a quantity of tobacco, which 
be found means to import without paying any 
duty ; and by again running the same tobacco 
from Holland in small parcels, he has a second 
time received the drawbacks from the con- 
sumers, by selling it to them as if the duties 
had been honestly paid ; and the difficulty to 
prevent this kind of frauds, as there is but one 
check in the customs, is almost insurmountable ; 
since, io some cases, the unfair dealer in to- 
bacco may very well afford to give such bribes 
to the custom-house officer, as will even more 
than compensate to him the loss of his place, 
if be should be discovered. 

So that in this light, the parties in this con- 
test are, the public, the planter, and the fair 
trader on one side ; and the unfair dealer only 
en the other. It is a duty the nation pays ; 
the planter and fair trader feel the inconveni- 
ence of it, but the benefit is intercepted by the 
fraudulent dealer; and in this view your landed 



consumers of tobacco have doubly paid the? 
duty ; they have paid it once by buying the 
tobacco at an advanced price, as if the duty 
had been paid by the seller; and again by a 
future *call upon them by the legislature, to 
make good the deficiency occasioned by the 
frauds of the sellers ; so that by this method of 
taxation, a duty has been laid on one subject, 
which another has by artifice not only prevented 
coming into the public purse, but has con- 
verted towards the supporting or enriching of 
himself. 

Out there is another reason, which will have 
the greatest weight with me, for coming into 
this proposition, and that is, because I think, 
that in its consequences, the landholders' of 
Great Britain will find a considerable relief. 
As long as I can remember, I have always 
heard the land tax complained of, as one of 
the most unequal and most grievous of our 
taxes ; unequal as it is only paid by a part of 
those who possess property in Great Britain, 
and so great a disproportion is there in thi*par~ 
ticular, that as our property - is now divided, 
I believe one may say, the money arising by this 
tax, is paid only by five out of six of those who 
possess the riches of this nation ; and it has 
hitherto been the more grievous, as there was 
no prospect that any one of this generation, 
would have been Believed from the burthen of 
it. From land alone 64 millions and a half 
have been raised since the Revolution, and an' 
estate of 1,000/, a year fully cessed since that 
time, has paid 6,450/. which sum amounts to 
near one sixth part of the whole produce of 
such an estate in that time; so that by taking 
it at an average, the landholders of these es- 
tates thus cessed, have paid very near a sixth 
parf of the gross produce of their estates for 
iburty-four years successively, which bears no 
manner of proportion to what has been paid 
by any other set of men, towards defraying the 
charges of the government since that time: 
This has always been most justly reputed a 
grievance upon the landholders, yet now when 
a scheme is offertd, which as it appears to me,- 
would be a certain relief to the landed interest, 
a new language, a new opinion has started up, 
and prevails at least without doors, that the 
lands of Great Britain should still continue to 
carry that burthen, which, till very lately, all 
mankind were unanimous, they ought to be re- 
lieved from. 

* If some gentlemen may thiuk there can be 
any material weight thrown into the scale of 
the crown, by the addition of a few excise- offi- 
cers, let them on the other side reflect on the 
relief given by this Scheme to the landholders 
of Great Britain, who always have been, and 
ever must be, in time of trial and necessity, the 
real and solid support of the liberties of the aa« 
tion. 

And as the landed interest must be allowed 
to be our principal strength, ail attempts to 
invade our liberties must prove unsuccessful, 
while the'gentlemen of landed estates shall con- 
tinue resolute, and retain sufficient force to op- 
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pose any arbitrary designs : any thing there^ 
fore, that tends to put them upon a better foofc- 
iag, and to increase their substance, strengthens 
our constitution in the most essential part; 
for this reason, when the ease that will be given 
to landholders is in this view impartially consi- 
dered, the addition of a few excisemen, with 
salaries of 40 or £0/. a year each, will not have 
that weight in this day's debate, which at first 
Sight it might seem to carry with it. 

Sir, I ha«e mentioned the advantages which, 
as it appears to me, will naturally arise to the 
public revenue, to the fair trader, to the indus- 
trious planter, and to the landholder by this 
Scheme ; ?aad I think there is another benefit 
attending it, which gentlemen do not seem to 
give sufficient attention to, I mean the re- 
formation that will be made on this occasion 
in the laws of excise ; for though the extention 
of them, as they now staqd might have been 
thought by some a strong objection to this 
Scheme, however beneficial in other respects it 
might prove to the public, yet I think the 
weight of this objection is greatly removed, 
when we consider that the alteration now pro- 
posed will take away many of those powers, 
which'migbt in time to come have been abused 
to the oppression of the subject. One of the 
most material objections I ever /heard started 
was, the want of a proper appeal from the de* 
termination of the commissioners of Excise.; 
but this I think is entirely obviated by the al- 
lowing of an appeal from those gentlemen to 
three judges chosen from the different courts 
in Westminsterrball ; or from the justices of 
peace to the judges of assize in their respective 
circuits; who are to determine in a summary 
way, without either delay or any considerable 
ex pence to the parties concerned. -Now 
whatever influence the nomination of these 
officers by the crown might have on their ac- 
tions, or however regardless their power, being 
uncontroulable, might make them in their de- 
terminations, this check must preventative exe- 
cution of their intentions, were they inclined to 
abuse their power in favour of the crown ; it 
will certainly make them more cautious in giv- 
ing judgment, when they shall know, when they 
shall reflect, that their judgments are liable to 
be canvassed in a superior court, where no 
favour, where no interest can screen an iU no 
tion : the. judges to whom the appeal must be 
made, have their offices for life, and therefore 
ewmot reasonably be supposed to be biassed, 
to as to countenance any unlawful steps of the 
commissioners, let them be the favourites of 
•my minister whatever, or let the party opr 
pressed, let the .party compjainiog, be never so 
obnoxious to an administration. 

There is also another benefit that will attend 
the success of this Scheme, which is the repeal 
of an act made in the 11th year of theJate 
king, which obliges people to accuse them- 
selves : As this is CAfifeinly a .very great grievr i 
anot, the repeal must be a very agoaeable re* 
lief to those who are subject to i(, I tope 
thetefoj*, if ithis question passes, often ,the 
4 
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blanks in the; Bill come t.o be filled up in the 
Committee, those gentlemen, who may think 
tha£ there are any unnecessary clauses in the laws 
of excise, will take this favourable opportunity 
to have those laws reviewed ; and by the addi- 
tion of proper clauses to the Bill nqm to be, 
brought^!, to extend the regulations of tnem in 
behalf of the subject, as fa? as may not leave 
the duties under the management of the com- 
missioners open to gross frauds. 

Upon the whole, 1 believe the benefits pro- 
posed by this Scheme, by an improvement of 
the public revenue in preventing frauds, will be 
a certain relief to the landed interest; and the 
only real objection that ever could be to such 
a design was the method by which it was to be 
effected < but that, I think, as I said before, is 
in a great measure removed, by the mitigation 
of those methods of proceeding in excise- laws, 
which seemed most to infringe the liberties of 
the subject, and which alteration may, nay is 
designee} to be extended to the other branches 
of the revenue, subject to the same laws. 

This Scheme therefore., as it is intended to be 
a review of the Excise taws, and an amend-' 
ment of the rigour of those parts of them when 
less severity would secure the duty to the public, 
appears in this tight as much in favour of the 
subject as of the revenue; and as such, where 
it comes tq he rightly apprehended, and tlie be- 
nefits attending it are fplt and diffused through 
the whole nation, I believe it will soon take a 
more favourable Jurn among the people : the iU 
impressions of it that may now be industriously 
spread abroad, I should think, would soon sub- 
side and be forgotten. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for taking up so much more 
of your time than I at first intended. I now 
only add, that since upon the examination of 
the particulaqmerits of this scheme, the advan- 
tages proposed by it appear to me to be cer- 
tain ; and pf such a nature as not only to in- 
crease the public revenue, without any new tax 
on the subject or addition to any one now in 
being ; to advance the interest of our trade and 
plantations ; and also at the same time to raise 
the value of the lands of Great Britain, I shall 
therefore geadily give my assent to it. 

Sir Thomas 4ston, spoke next against the 
motion for agreeing with the Committee, and 
took notice, ' That it was his misfortune to 
know too much of the influence, that the 
officers pf the customs and excise had at elec- 
tions ; for at his own ejection there were many 
of the voters were so free and open, as to come 
to him and tell him that they would vote for 
him rather than any other, but that those offi- 
cers had Ihrsatenea' to ruin them if tj^y 
and others told him, that they had prom#e* 
either for themselves or their sons to be made 
officers in |fce <customs qr excise by hjs anta- 
gonist ; mi §* tteir b^ead defended upon gpw 
ting those promiseslrii^^which^ycoiild nc* 
.expect if Jtoey did flp* vpte Against him, t^ece- 
fpre thejr hoped *e *phW excuse *em : tfa£ 
as he tagwjheAvtf qf j)u> iUfigal influence *gr 
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great an influence, that none can he chosen 



lttSj 

IttsSnst any measure that might lend 10 increase 
it'as this Scheme molt evidently Would ; that he 
hoped he should always disdain to owe the ho- 
nour of representing his country in parliament to 
any administration whatever : that he hoped he 
•houid>lways depend upon the free votes of his 
fellow?ubjects ; and for that reason he must 
be against what bethought would destroy that 
freedom, upon which only he was resolved al- 
ways to depend. 

- Then Lord Glenorcby spoke for agreeing with 
the Committee; Lord Morpeth against it; 
Mr. Clayton for it; Then 

Mr. Pulteney spoke as follows : 

Sir:— I must say, that the recommending the 
care of the public revenue to this House, the re- 
oommendiog to us . a scheme which may, any 
way, tend to the increasing of it, are doctrines, 
which come very properly from the honourable 
gentleman that spoke last, who for several 
years has had the fingering of the public money, 
as he himself was pleased to express it : but I 
hope those gentlemen will consider, that they 
and their posterity are not all to enjoy the same 
posts Jiey enjoy at present; they may perhaps 
t that they themselves are all in for life, 
they cannot imagine that those postB are to 
by way of inheritance to their heirs; and 
therefore I hope, that for the sake at least of 
tic posterity, they will consider a little the 
rer and influence that $bis Scheme will give 
the crown ; and such a consideration must 
ertainly he of some weight in the present de- 
ate, even with those gentlemen. 
It is certain, that the liberties of this coun- 
try depend upon the freedom of our elections 
for members of parliament ; our parliaments, 
especially the representatives of the people in 
parliament assembled, are designed for, and go- 
iierally have been a check upon those, who 
were employed in the executive part of our ge- 
▼ernmeut : but if it shall ever come to be in 
the power of the crown, that is to say, of those 
employed in the executive part of our govern- 
ment, to have such an influence over most of 
the elections in the kingdom, as to get any per- 
son chosen they please to .recommend, they 
will 'then always hive a majority of their own 
creatures in every House of Commons, and 
from such representatives what can the people 
expect? Can it be expected, that such a House 
of Commons will ever be any check upon those 
in power, or that they will find fault with the 
conduct of the most rapacious, the most tyran- 
nical ministers that may hereafter be employed 
by the crown. 

It is well known, that every one of the pub- 
lic offices have already so many boroughs or 
corporations, which they look on as their pro- 
perties ; there are some boroughs which may 
be called treasury boroughs ; there are others 
\ which may be called admiralty-boroughs ; in 
\short, it may be said, that almost the whole 
\owns upon the sea coast are already seized* on, 
tad in a maimer taken prisoners by the officers 
*t the crown; in most of tbtm they have *o 




members of Parliament but such as they are 
pleased to recommend. But as the castoins 
are confined to our sea ports, as they cannot 
travel for from the coast, therefore this scheme 
seems to he contrived in order to extend the 
laws of excise, and thereby to extend the in- 
fluence of the crown over all the inland towns 
and corporations in England. 
' This seems plainly to me to be the chief de- 
sign of the Scheme now under our considera- 
tion ; and if it succeeds, which God forbid it 
should, our future ministers of state will be very 
much obliged to the gentleman who projected 
it ; the election of a House of Commons will in 
all time to come be an easy task ;*for whoever 
shall be prime minister under any of our future 
kings may sit at home in his great chair, and 
issue forth his orders to most of the coun- 
ties and boroughs in Great Britain, to chusa 
such persons for their representatives in parlia- 
ment, as he shall please to think most proper , 
for his purpose. Most of the chief clerks of 
the treasury, and other great offices, are already 
members of this House; they deserve it, they 
are gentlemen, and men of figure and forturto 
in their country : but if this Scheme takes place, 
we may in a little time see all the little under- 
clerks of the treasury, and other offices, mem- 
bers of this House ; we may see . them trudging 
down to this House in t^ie morning, in order to 
give their votes for imposing taxes upon their 
fellow-subjects; and in the-afternoon attend- 
ing behind the chair of a chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, a secretary of state, or other chief 
minister : nay, I do not know but some of us 
may live to see some vain over-grown minister 
of state driving along the streets, with six mem- 
bers of Parliament behind his coach. 

Tnese must be the fatal consequences of the 
scheme now under our consideration; and 
therefore I must think that every man, who has 
a regard to the constitution of his country, or to 
the liberties and properties of those that have 
put their truBt in him, is in duty bound to give 
his negative to the present question. 

Gentlemen may indulge themselves in tha 
vain conceit, that by this scheme all manner 
of frauds in the tobacco trade will be pre- 
vented for the future, but the thing is in its own 
nature impossible; when the duties are so 
high, where they amount to five or six times 
the prime cost of the commodity on which they 
are laid, it will be impossible to prevent all 
manner of' frauds ; and therefore the increase 
of the pubQc revenue by this scheme, is so 
far from being certain, that it is altogether 
precarious ; and unless the pulbic revenue bo 
thereby greatly increased, the landholders can 
expect no relief : but granting that the benefits 
expected by this scheme were certain; it is as 
certain, it is as demonstrable, that oor consti- 
tution will be thereby destroyed ; and are we 
to make a sacrifice of our constitution, for the 
poor consideration of adding 4 or 500,000/. a 
year to the public revenue ? that increase may 
soon bo dissipated- by -ma. administration un(Jer 
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Do fears of being calked to an account by par- 
liament ; and then they will be obliged to come 
upon the landholders for money, to answer the 
necessary services of the public. There never 
was in any country a scheme set up for intro- 
ducing arbitrary power, but what was sup- 
ported by some specious pretences : the pre- 
venting of mobs, insurrections, invasions, 
frauds, or the like, have in all x countries been 
made the pretences for introducing arbitrary 
power : but in such an assembly as this, where 
the principles of liberty so much prevail, where 
there are so many gentlemen of good sense and 
penetration, I hope no such pretence will ever 
be of any weight. To me it appears indisput- 
able, that this scheme is absolutely inconsistent 
with a free election of members of parliament, 
and of consequence it must be inconsistent 
with our constitution : therefore though the ad- 
vantages to be reaped from it were much 

freater, and much more certain than they are, 
should be most * heartily against it, and for 
that reason v I must give my negative to the 



present question. 

After some few altercations between sir Ro- 
bert Walpole and Mr. Pulteney, 

Mr. Walter Plumer stood up, and took no- 
tice of some gentleman's having said, that no- 
body had opposed' the subjecting of coffee, tea, 
#nd chocolate, to the laws of excise, but the 

fentleman under the gallery [meaning sir John 
tarnard] and he thereupon added, that be 
must put those gentlemen in mind, that he had 
then the honour to bo a member of the House: 




that he thanked God, he did oppose tl 
cise Scheme as well as this ; and that hi 
oppose every ssuch scheme that should 
offered to the House, while he had the 
of sitting in it : that he knew how grievosie 
oppressive the laws of excise were to hi|4attow 
subjects ; and therefore he could not jkewer 
it to his country, if he did net, to the utmost of 
his power, oppose every scheme offered fo* the 
extension of those vexatious and arbitrary laws. 

The Resolutions of the Committee, rtA&thng 
to the Excise Scheme, agreed to by the Sown*, 
and a Bill ordered in accordingly f\ - Alter 
this, the question was put upon the first Re- 
solution, and carried in the affirmative by 349 
against 189. Then the questions were seve- 
rally put upon the second and third Resold* 
tions, which were agreed to without aay 4k 
vision ; and the fourth Resolution being* read a 
second time, sir Robert Walpole informed the 
House, " That the King had commanded him 
to acquaint the House, that bis Majesty gave 
his consent* that the House should do as they 
should think fit, in relation to the said noes* 
penalties, forfeitures, and seizures/' HereujieA 
the question was put, and this Ian \ i ts 
likewise was agreed to without any divisl|H 

Then it was ordered, That a Bill be bfl^K 
in, pursuant, to the said Resolutions ; an#f 
sir Charles Turner, sir Robert Walpo" 
Philip YorfceVMr. Talbbt, Mr. Dodriin 
Mr. Clayton, sir William Yonge, sir G 
Oxenden, Mr. Scrope, and Mr. Edward 
pole do prepare and bring ic the same. 




* 
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